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Departs 

April or May. 

Focus 

Birds/butterflies/orchids other wildlife and culture. 

Grading 

Grade A/B. Easy to moderate day walks. 

Dates and Prices 

See website (tour code ALB01). 

Highlights 

● A wonderful array of migrant and breeding birds 

including Dalmatian Pelican and Flamingo.  

● A fascinating country with a rich culture. 

● Explore the breathtaking Valbone NP and varied 

habitats throughout the week. 

● Take one of the world’s most impressive Ferry 

Journeys across lake Koman. 

●Explore a little known and exciting country 

stopping off in Kosovo too! 

● A very worthwhile extension possible to see the 

famous archeological site of Butrint. 

 

Outline itinerary 

Day 1 Fly Tirana and overnight Tirana 

Day 2/3 Berat, Karavasta NP and Narta Lagoon 

Day 4 Transfer to Valbone NP via Kosovo 

Day 5/7 Valbone NP 

Day 8 Cruise lake Komani and transfer Tirana Greater Flamingo 

A Mountain lunch with locals 

Valbone Valley National Park. 
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N.B.  Please note that the itinerary below offers our planned programme of excursions.  However, adverse 

weather and other local considerations can necessitate some re-ordering of the programme during the course 

of the tour, though this will always be done to maximise best use of the time and weather conditions 

available.   

Introduction 

On this exciting 8-day holiday we will travel through some wonderful landscapes and explore a variety of 

species-rich habitats in search of birds and other wildlife in this little known Balkan country. Shackled for 

much of the latter half of the 20th century by isolationist and communist regimes, Albania has been hidden 

away from tourists for much of its recent history. Since the early 1990s and the end of communism, Albania 

has become a tourist destination with great potential. We aim to explore and learn about this fascinating 

country as we travel, visiting some historic towns and of course focussing on the varied and exciting natural 

history on offer here. 

Day 1                                                                         Arrive Tirana and stay Tirana 

Today we arrive in the evening following our direct flight from London Gatwick. On arrival into Tirana airport 

we will transfer to a hotel very nearby for dinner and a briefing on the plan for the following day before bed. 

  

Day 2                                                                           Travel to Berat via Karavasta 

Well rested we shall leave the hotel this morning 

and start our journey towards the UNESCO city 

of Berat. Berat is one of Albania’s oldest cities and 

despite a lot of settlements being knocked down 

and replaced by a monoculture of communist 

settlements, Berat remains one of the best-

preserved Ottoman settlements in all of the 

Balkans. After being listed as a ‘museum city’ in 

1976, Berat is a historical gem and certainly one 

of the most iconic sights in Albania. Attractive 

white house’s wind their way up to the fortress 

castle which sits above and whose walls encircle a collection of medieval orthodox churches and ruined 

mosques.  

 

On our way to Berat we will be visiting some excellent, wildlife rich locations of course. The Fllake-Sektori 

Rinia lagoon at the southern part of the Lalzi Bay system is an excellent site for a range of wetland species 

and passerines. This very shallow lagoon is divided from the sea by a small sandy beach and from the 

agricultural fields in the eastern side by a line of pine trees. Here we may encounter Greater Flamingo, a 

range of waders possibly including Spotted Redshank, Marsh Sandpiper and Wood Sandpiper with Black and 

White-winged Black Tern possible and Little Bittern in the reedy areas. This site is perhaps most famous for 

its very large Bee-eater colony. They will be arriving in April and will be well underway with breeding by May. 

These beautiful birds are always a treat. Following a visit here, not far from our overnight hotel, we will 

Berat 
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continue to the little visited and fascinating Divjaka-Karavasta National Park. With a mosaic of different 

habitats including saltwater and freshwater lagoons, sand dunes and pine forest the area can hold a great 

range of different bird species, orchids, butterflies and reptiles.  

 

The 4000 hectare Karavasta lagoon is a focal point and the largest lagoon in the country holding around 5% 

of the worlds breeding Dalmatian Pelicans! These impressive birds can be seen here with relative ease and 

we shall explore the area enjoying whatever we may find. Many migrant birds pass through this site and a 

whole host of species may be found and the wetlands are often teeming with waders and wildfowl. Garganey, 

Pygmy Cormorants and Greater Flamingos are a 

common sight and we shall enjoy a range of 

different waders often including Marsh Sandpipers 

and Black-winged Stilts while Caspian Terns pass 

through here and herons may include Squacco 

Heron and Great Egret. Although the wetlands are a 

feature here the woodlands which are dominated by 

pine and low shrubs provide excellent cover and 

food for passing birds and we shall enjoy this 

habitat as well. Birds such as Collared Flycatcher and 

Subalpine Warbler may be found and Hoopoe and 

Bee-eater are regularly seen. We shall visit a site to view the Dalmatian Pelican breeding colony and in the 

late afternoon we shall reach Berat and settle into our guesthouse.  

 

Our guesthouse is situated below the castle walls and near to the river Osum and main promenade where 

locals gather and walk each evening and sit in roadside bars. We shall settle in and get some well-earned 

rest after a day of travel.   

 

Day 3                                                                                 Vjose-Narte and Berat 

 

Today we visit another protected area a little to the 

south of Karavasta and again we hope to see a range of 

different species in this excellent area for migrant birds. 

A huge complex of saltpans the Narte Salinas and 

coastal pools surround the lagoon and we shall drive 

around the area stopping for short walks and to scan, 

often at close range, the wading birds that drop in here 

to feed. We should be rewarded with a great range of 

species and indeed great numbers of birds. Large 

numbers of Kentish Plover are often present and we 

shall be on the lookout for flocks of Little Stint and also Curlew Sandpiper, Grey Plover, Spotted Redshank, 

Avocet and Marsh Sandpiper. Flamingos and Dalmatian Pelicans may also be seen here while Collared 

Pratincole, Stone Curlew and Slender-billed Gull may be found.  

 

Dalmatian Pelican 

Marsh Sandpiper 
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The area is also very important for breeding species and Little, Common and Gull-billed Tern all breed here 

along with Collared Pratincole, a range of waders and herons. There is also a site here where Calandra Larks 

breed and we shall attempt to see this species while a great range of other species are possible with raptors 

including Marsh, Montagu’s and Pallid having been seen in recent years. Following our exploration of this 

site we shall return to Berat in time to visit the castle perched above the old town. We shall have a relaxed 

cultural evening walking around the historical quarters & visit the citadel with its famous iconographic 

museum. We shall of course be keeping a look out for birds and raptors passing overhead may include Short-

toed Eagle while Red-rumped Swallows and Blue Rock Thrush are found here. Historical Berat consist of 

three quarters. The quarters of Gorica and Mangalem are situated on the slopes of two hills that are divided 

by the river Osum. The Kalaja (fortress) quarter stands on the top of the Magalemi hill and is enclosed by a 

fortification wall that dates back to the 4th-century BC. The town has several 15th-century mosques, very 

well decorated and a large number of Byzantine orthodox churches. Of particular interest are: The Icons 

museum located in the old Cathedral church of the Castle and the Ethnographic museum hosted in an old 

house in the Mangalem quarter.  

 

We shall eat dinner at our hotel in Berat. 

Day 4                                                                    Travel from Berat to Valbone NP 

Today we will leave Berat and travel north towards our second base in the Albanian Alps to the far north of 

the country. Today is a day of travelling but we will break the journey to look for wildlife and also to enjoy 

some cultural highlights. We will stop off at the Patoku Lagoon where a range of wetland species may be 

encountered in particular. Again Dalmatian Pelican can be found here with a range of wildfowl and waders 

while both Woodchat and Red-backed Shrike may be encountered. 

 

After lunch we shall continue toward the border with Kosovo reaching the town of Prizren which is known 

for its ethnic diversity and a long tradition of tolerance and inter-ethnic cooperation. It is considered as the 

most culturally and ethnically heterogeneous municipality in Kosovo. Prizren has a vast and a rich history. A 

testimony to the exceptional values that Prizren has, are, among others, 24 identified archeological locations, 

39 Christian buildings and 46 Islamic sacral buildings. 

 

After a short coffee stop in Prizren we shall re-enter Albania reaching our final destination the Valbona Valley 

which is located in the heart of the Malesi – The Albanian 'Highlands,' where proud Ghegs lived and continue 

to live, a furiously independent life. The basis of this life is the ability to carve a living from the dramatic 

landscape and scanty resources of the Dinaric Alps.  
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Days 5 – 7                                                                   The Valbone National Park 

For the next three full days we shall explore 

different areas of the Valbone Valley National Park 

and take different walks to enjoy the natural history 

of the area. With local guides and 4x4 vehicles we 

shall visit various locations and spend time on foot 

enjoying wildlife in the incredible scenery of this 

picturesque mountain region as we go. We shall 

scan for mammals, watch the skies for raptors and 

look out for Fire Salamanders after any rain shower 

while the first spring flowers may be appearing.  

       

On one day we will drive toward Maja e Gjarprit (Sneak Peak) where we’ll spend the day in the meadows 

looking for wildlife and of course enjoying the glorious peaks. In these meadows at this time of year we may 

come across Ring Ouzel and Water Pipits while Black Redstarts are numerous. Other birds may include Rock 

Partridge and Nutcracker. The woodlands hold Black and White-backed Woodpecker and Hazelhen is also a 

possibility. 

 

We shall at some point drive toward the village of Cerem from where we’ll walk around the Mijush pass 

scanning the area and enjoying the marvelous views of this part of the Albanian Alps. We shall also drive 

towards the end of the valley from where we’ll take a short walk along the river bed to reach the Valbona 

waterfall exploring the area and looking for any wildlife as we go.  

 

The species we encounter will vary and on both April and May visits we will be identifying and recording the 

birds, butterflies, wild flowers and reptiles in particular. Other birds encountered and not mentioned 

previously may include Red-backed Shrike, Rock Bunting, Hawfinch and Golden Eagle to name but a few, 

butterflies thrive here and we can find Yellow-banded 

Skipper, Chequered Blue, Camberwell Beauty and Twin 

Spot Fritillary. The wildflowers can include the endemic 

Albanian Lilly and a whole range of orchids as the 

highlights with reptiles including Eastern Green Lizard and 

the striking Nose-horded Viper. On the mammal front, 

Chamois may be seen on the higher areas and although 

we would need to be extremely fortunate, the healthy 

population of Brown Bear and Wolf in the area, mean a 

sighting is not an impossibility! We have many options 

here and it will be a varied three days of natural history 

excursions in a pristine, untouched and breathtakingly 

beautiful area. 

 
 
 

Black Woodpecker 

Chequered Blue 
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Day 8                     Return to Tirana via the Koman Ferry 

We shall leave the hotel this morning to catch the ferry across Lake Komani toward Koman. The ferry trip 

passes between 1000-1500m-high mountains and through a series of deep gorges and interconnected lakes, 

with hardly any signs of human activities on the shores. The wild landscape is somewhat reminiscent of the 

Norwegian fjords, and is a dramatic highlight of any trip to Albania. As we travel we may see Golden Eagle 

overhead and at the end of the reservoir a cave with a breeding population of Alpine Swifts means sightings 

can be excellent.  

 

Once we make landfall we will then continue on to an excellent final reserve to enjoy a whole host of birds, 

butterflies and other wildlife. The lagoon complex of Kune-Vain, situated to the north-west of Tirana 

International airport was the first ever proclaimed protected area in Albania more than 70 years ago and 

represents a site with a rich diversity of habitats. Open water, wide reed beds and open agricultural land 

means we have the opportunity to enjoy a diverse number of bird species with waterfowl, passerines and 

raptors well represented and likely to be found here. This site can be as interesting for the passerines as for 

water birds due to the reed beds and other strips of vegetation. Some highlights here may include 

Ferruginous Duck, Bittern, Squacco Heron, Hoopoe, Bee-eater, and if we are lucky also Roller. The agricultural 

land surrounding the lagoon may hold Black-eared Wheatear while Semi-collared Flycatcher passes through 

here as well as other flycatchers and warblers. We will take lunch nearby to here and with an evening flight 

home we have time to explore this varied site.  

 

With time we shall stop off in Kruja before the airport. Kruja is a 

town situated alongside a panoramic mountainside location. Some 

of the main points of interest include the restored Castle and 

Citadel years. The Skanderbeg Museum which is located inside the 

castle was erected in memory of the eponymous Albanian national 

hero. Skanderbeg was from these parts and Kruja was a strategic 

point in the anti-Ottoman resistance. The Old Restored Bazaar has 

a truly oriental look, multi-colored and overflowing with goods of 

every description; a typical Ottoman market right before our eyes. 

 

With our final explorations complete we will reach the airport in 

good time for our flight back to the UK. 

Grading 

Grade A/B. For part of this tour we will be following the format of a traditional birding tour, with no strenuous 

walking involved. During the latter part of the holiday, in the Valbone National Park we will be spending 

more time wildlife watching on foot, taking a number of moderate day, or half day, walks. Some can be 

challenging but the distance you commit to walk is optional and we will be walking at a slow, pottering pace 

with our intention to find and watch wildlife of course.  

 

 

Albanian Lilly 
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Food and accommodation  

All food and accommodation is included in the price of this holiday, and we will be staying in excellent family-

run establishments in Berat and in the Valbone NP. All rooms in both hotels having private facilities.  

How to book your place 

In order to book your place on this holiday, please give us a call on 01962 733051 with a credit or debit card, 

book online at www.naturetrek.co.uk, or alternatively complete and post the booking form at the back of our 

main Naturetrek brochure, together with a deposit of 20% of the holiday cost plus any room supplements if 

required. If you do not have a copy of the brochure, please call us on 01962 733051 or request one via our 

website. Please stipulate any special requirements, for example extension requests or connecting flights, at 

the time of booking. 

 

Flights and Extensions 

 
Our flights will be from London Gatwick to Tirana on a direct service. Should you wish to extend your stay in 

Albania please let us know on booking. There is a very worthwhile extension to see the famous archeological 

site of Butrint in the south of the country and this can be followed by a flight back from Corfu. A more 

detailed itinerary for the extension options can be found online.  

 

 

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
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© All of the photos above were taken by Tom Mabbett on the tour 

 

 

 

 
 

Forest Dormouse Hazelhen 

Ring Ouzel 

Fire Salamander Nose-horned Viper 

Nutcracker 


