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Departs 

April or May. 

Focus 

Birds/butterflies/orchids other wildlife and culture. 

Grading 

Grade A/B. Easy to moderate day walks. 

Dates and Prices 

See website (tour code ALB01). 

Highlights 

 A wonderful array of migrant and breeding birds 

including Dalmatian Pelican and Flamingo.  

 A fascinating country with a rich culture. 

 Explore the breathtaking Valbone NP and varied 

habitats throughout the week. 

 Take one of the world’s most impressive Ferry 

Journeys across lake Koman. 

 Black, White-backed, Grey-headed and Lesser 

Spotted Woodpecker possible with Wryneck too. 

 An array of orchids, butterflies, and reptiles.  

 Explore a little known and exciting country 

stopping off in Kosovo too! 

 

Outline itinerary 

Day 1 Fly Tirana and transfer to Karavasta NP 

Day 2/3 Karavasta NP and Narta Lagoon 

Day 4 Transfer to Valbone NP via Kosovo 

Day 5/6 Valbone NP 

Day 7 Cruise lake Komani to Shkodër 

Day 8 Transfer Tirana 

Greater Flamingo, A mountain lunch with locals, Valbone Valley 

National Park. 
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N.B.  Please note that the itinerary below offers our planned programme of excursions.  However, adverse 

weather and other local considerations can necessitate some re-ordering of the programme during the course 

of the tour, though this will always be done to maximise best use of the time and weather conditions 

available.   

Introduction 

On this exciting 8-day holiday we will travel through some wonderful landscapes and explore a variety of 

species-rich habitats in search of birds and other wildlife in this little-known Balkan country. Shackled for 

much of the latter half of the 20th century by isolationist and communist regimes, Albania has been hidden 

away from tourists for much of its recent history. Since the early 1990s and the end of communism, Albania 

has become a tourist destination with great potential. We aim to explore and learn about this fascinating 

country as we travel, visiting some historic towns and of course focussing on the varied and exciting natural 

history on offer here. 

Day 1                  Arrive in Tirana and transfer to Divjake-Karavasta National Park 

Today we arrive in the early afternoon following our direct flight from London. Upon arrival we will travel for 

around 1.5 hours to the Divjake-Karavasta National Park and check-in at the hotel situated just next to the 

shallow waters of the Adriatic coast and just a short 20-minute walk to the Karavasta lagoon. A lot of wildlife 

will be possible just around the hotel grounds for those who wish to take a pre-breakfast walk.  

Day 2                                                                    Divjake-Karavasta National Park 

Divjaka-Karavasta National Park has a mosaic of different habitats including saltwater and freshwater 

lagoons, sand dunes and pine forest. The area can hold a great range of different bird species, orchids, 

butterflies and reptiles. The 4000 hectare Karavasta lagoon is a focal point and the largest lagoon in the 

country holding around 2% of the world’s breeding Dalmatian Pelicans! Apart from the Dalmatian Pelicans, 

many migrant birds pass through this site and a whole host of species may be found and the wetlands are 

often teeming with waders and wildfowl. Garganey, Pygmy Cormorants and Greater Flamingos are a common 

sight and we shall enjoy a range of different waders often including Marsh Sandpipers and Black-winged 

Stilts while Caspian Terns pass through 

here and herons may include Squacco 

Heron and Great Egret.  

 

Although the wetlands are a feature 

here, the woodlands, which are 

dominated by pine and low shrubs, 

provide excellent cover and food for 

migrating birds and we shall enjoy this 

habitat as well. Birds such as Collared 

Flycatcher and Subalpine Warbler may 

be found and Hoopoe and Bee-eater 

are regularly seen.  

 Dalmatian Pelican  
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Today we shall also make a short journey of around 40 minutes to the rural landscapes north of Shkumbini 

River for a relaxed walk. This area can be excellent for many species, including European Roller (May is better 

for this species), Black-headed Bunting, European Bee-Eater, Eurasian Hoopoe and Little Owl. In addition, 

this area offers superb opportunities for many butterfly species and the plant life is rich with various orchids 

to enjoy here and great views over the whole wetland complex.   

 

Exploring the southern area of Karavasta we may encounter species such as Collared Pratincole, Black Winged 

Stilt, Calandra Lark and Montagu’s Harrier and we will enjoy birding in the pine woodland and around the 

lagoon close to the hotel. Scanning over the Karavasta Lagoon to see the “Pelican Island” from distance and 

the varied birdlife here.   

 

Day 3                                                                                                    Vjose-Narte 

Today we will visit another 

protected area situated around 30 

km to the south of Karavasta and 

again we hope to see a range of 

different species in this excellent 

area for migrant birds. A huge 

complex of saltpans, the Narte 

Salinas and coastal pools surround 

the lagoon and we shall drive 

around the area stopping for short 

walks and to scan, often at close 

range, the wading birds that drop in 

here to feed. We should be 

rewarded with a great range of 

species and indeed great numbers 

of birds. Large numbers of Kentish 

Plover are often present and we shall be on the lookout for flocks of Little Stint and also Curlew Sandpiper, 

Grey Plover, Spotted Redshank, Avocet and Marsh Sandpiper. Flamingos and Dalmatian Pelicans may also 

be seen here while Collared Pratincole, Stone Curlew and Slender-billed Gull may be found.  

The area is also very important for breeding species and Little, Common and Gull-billed Tern all breed here 

along with Collared Pratincole and a range of waders and herons. There is also a site here where Calandra 

Larks breed and we shall attempt to see this species while a great range of other species are possible 

including Great Spotted Cuckoo, Rose-coloured Starling, Stone Curlew, Marsh, Montagu’s and possibly 

Pallid Harrier.  

Day 4                          Travel from Karavasta NP to Valbone Valley in the Alps NP 

Today we will leave Karavasta National Park and travel towards our second base in the Albanian Alps to the 

far north of the country. Today is a day of travelling but we will break the journey to look for wildlife and also 

to enjoy some cultural highlights. On the way, we will stop at a unique botanical site in Albania that holds a 

population of the endemic species of the Albanian Tulip (Tulipa albanica). The site also offers the opportunity 

Marsh Sandpiper 
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to find Black-eared Wheatear, Sardinian Warbler and more. After 

a short stay here we shall continue our drive toward Prizren in the 

neighbouring country of Kosovo, where we will have lunch. 

Prizren, which is known for its ethnic diversity and a long tradition 

of tolerance and inter-ethnic cooperation, is considered as the 

most culturally and ethnically heterogeneous municipality in 

Kosovo with a vast and a rich history. A testimony to the 

exceptional values that Prizren has, are among others, 24 

identified archaeological locations, 39 Christian buildings and 46 

Islamic sacral buildings. 

 

After lunch in Prizren we shall re-enter Albania, reaching our final 

destination the Valbona Valley which is located in the heart of the 

Malesi – The Albanian 'Highlands,' where proud Ghegs lived and 

continue to live a furiously independent life. The basis of this life 

is the ability to carve a living from the dramatic landscape and 

scanty resources of the Dinaric Alps. Our hotel is surrounded by 

the spectacular peaks of this dramatic landscape.  

Days 5 – 6                                                                      The Valbone National Park 

For the next two full days, we shall explore different areas of the Valbone Valley National Park and take 

different walks to enjoy the natural history of the area. With local guides and mountain vehicles we shall visit 

various locations and spend time on foot enjoying wildlife in the incredible scenery of this picturesque 

mountain region. We shall scan for mammals, watch the skies for raptors and look out for Fire Salamanders 

after any rain shower while the first spring flowers may be appearing, and butterflies will be on the wing. 

  

On one day we will drive toward Livadhet e Gjarprit (Sneak 

Meadows) where we’ll spend the day in the meadows looking for 

wildlife and of course enjoying the glorious peaks. In these 

meadows at this time of year we may come across Ring Ouzel 

and Water Pipits while Black Redstarts are numerous. Other birds 

may include Rock Partridge and Nutcracker. The woodlands hold 

Black and White-backed Woodpecker and Hazel Grouse is also a 

possibility. We will enjoy a fantastic lunch with local shepherds in 

the mountains, surrounded by the towering peaks before driving 

down to the river to explore the Motina Valley which can be 

particularly productive for White-backed Woodpecker. 

 

On one day, we will stretch our legs and walk some of the trail of 

Kukaj where the species we encounter will be varied. On both 

April and May visits we will be identifying and recording the 

birds, butterflies, wildflowers and reptiles in particular. The Kukaj 

Trail is beautiful and also challenging in places with some steep 
Black Woodpecker 

Albanian Tulip 

(Tulipa albanica). 
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sections. Often, some of the group make it to higher elevations of the trail while others choose to explore 

around the forest and meadows lower down. The main draw for the higher areas is the possibility of Alpine 

Accentor and further opportunities for Rock Partridge. Other birds we can hope for may include Red-backed 

Shrike (primarily in May), Rock Bunting and Water Pipit with Nutcracker occasionally seen too. Butterflies 

thrive here and we can find Yellow-banded Skipper, Chequered Blue, Camberwell Beauty and Twin Spot 

Fritillary among others. 

The wildflowers can include the sub-endemic Albanian Lily and a whole range of orchids including Burnt-tip, 

Toothed, Birds-nest and Green-winged as the highlights, with reptiles including Eastern Green Lizard and the 

striking Nose-horned Viper. On the mammal front, Chamois may be seen on the higher areas and although 

we would need to be extremely fortunate, there is a healthy population of Brown Bear and Wolf in the area 

which means a sighting is not an impossibility!  

 

We will walk the Valbona River trail where we often see Dipper, White-backed Woodpecker and Black-

Woodpecker and also visit the “Xhema” Lake close to the hotel. We may see Grass Snake here and also a few 

species of interesting plants including Serbian Ramonda (Ramonda serbica).  

 

We have many options here and it will be a varied range of natural history excursions in a pristine, untouched 

and breathtakingly beautiful area. 

Day 7                                                       Transfer to Shkodër via the Koman Ferry  

We shall leave these breathtaking mountains this morning to catch the ferry across Lake Komani toward 

Koman. The ferry trip passes between 1000-1500m-high mountains and through a series of deep gorges and 

interconnected lakes. The wild landscape is somewhat reminiscent of the Norwegian fjords and is a dramatic 

highlight of any trip to Albania. As we travel we may see Golden Eagle overhead and at the end of the 

reservoir a cave with a breeding population of Alpine Swifts means sightings can be excellent.  

 

Kajac meadow 
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Once we make landfall, we will continue birding at several locations on our way to our hotel in Shkodër. Our 

hotel will be close to the shores of Shkodër Lake and we will visit the area of Shiroka and enjoy finding 

wildlife here. Colonies of Whiskered Tern may be found, Ferruginous Duck, Squacco Heron and Pygmy 

Cormorant can be found here among others. We will also visit Shkodër Castle, birding as we go of course 

with Black-eared Wheater often being found here with the possibility of Alpine Swifts overhead.  

Day 8                                                                                              Return to Tirana  

Today we will have a journey of around 1.5 hours to reach Tirana for our early afternoon flight home. 

Depending on our progress, we may have chance to stop close to the airport to try for Penduline Tit and 

some final birds before reaching the airport in time for our flight back to the UK. 

Grading 

Grade A/B. For part of this tour we will be following the format of a traditional birding tour, with no strenuous 

walking involved. During the latter part of the holiday, in the Valbone National Park we will be spending 

more time wildlife watching on foot, taking a number of moderate day, or half day, walks. Some can be 

challenging but the distance you commit to walk is optional and we will be walking at a slow, pottering pace 

with our intention to find and watch wildlife of course.  

Food and accommodation  

All food and accommodation is included in the price of this holiday, and we will be staying in comfortable, 

well located hotels. All rooms in the hotels having private facilities. We will have some lunches as picnic 

lunches in the field and others at local restaurants. 

Focus and Seasons 

As you will notice from the tour reports, we 

are enjoying everything we come across as 

we explore the varied habitats of Albania 

from the coast to the mountains. Birds will 

be the main focus and we shall enjoy daily 

birding but we shall appreciate everything 

else including reptiles and amphibians, 

mammals, butterflies and wild flowers. On 

the April tour, bird migration will be more 

in evidence as species pass through the 

wetland sites in particular and we tend to 

see larger numbers of waders, with 

woodpecker species being a little more 

active in the mountains. Some species such 

as Red-backed Shrike and Roller may only 

have returned by the May departure. There will be more of a botanical interest on the May tour with more 

wildflowers in bloom by then and a range of butterflies can be expected in both months with a few more 

Sooty Copper 
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species on the wing in May typically. The tour reports will give a clear idea of what can be expected and 

please ask us if you have any questions on this or your suitability for the tour.   

Tour Leaders 

The tours will be led by an expert local naturalist who has worked with us and led this tour many times over 

the years very successfully. Should the group size reach 9 or more, we will also send a UK leader.  

Flights and Extensions 

Our flights will be from London to Tirana on a direct service. Should you wish to extend your stay in Albania 

please let us know on booking. There is a very worthwhile extension to see the famous archeological site of 

Butrint in the south of the country and this can be followed by a flight back from Corfu.  

How to book your place 

In order to book your place on this holiday, please give us a call on 01962 733051 with a credit or debit card, 

book online at www.naturetrek.co.uk, or alternatively complete and post the booking form at the back of our 

main Naturetrek brochure, together with a deposit of 20% of the holiday cost plus any room supplements if 

required. If you do not have a copy of the brochure, please call us on 01962 733051 or request one via our 

website. Please stipulate any special requirements, for example extension requests or connecting flights, at 

the time of booking. 

Komani Lake 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/

