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Outline itinerary 

Day 1 Fly Prague; transfer Sumava Mountains. 

Day 2/3 Sumava Mountains. 

Day 4/5 Trebon & Trebonsko Basin Biosphere 

Reserve.  

Day 6/7 South Moravia.  

Day 8 Fly London. 

Departs 
May. 

Focus 
Birds, other wildlife and a little history. 

Grading 
Grade A/B. Easy to moderate day walks only. 

Dates and Prices 
Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk (tour code CZE02)  
 

Highlights 

 Look for Pygmy, Ural & Tengmalm’s Owls in the 

Sumava Mountains  

 White-backed, Black, Middle Spotted & Three-toed 

Woodpeckers all possible  

 Visit the 13th century town of Cesky Krumlov 

 Explore the Trebonsko Basin Biosphere Reserve in 

search of Little Crake, Bluethroat & Black-necked 

Grebe 

 Visit the Lednice Chateau  

 Tour begins in Prague & ends in Vienna: extra nights 

recommended  

 Led by expert naturalist guide From top: Three-toed Woodpecker, Prague & Bluethroat  



Czech Republic - Spring Birding in Bohemia Tour Itinerary 

 

 

© Naturetrek     November 15 1 
 

Introduction  

Lying in central Europe, at the very heart of the continent, the Czech Republic still remains largely unexplored by 

visiting birdwatchers and naturalists. Although the sights and sounds of Prague remain as popular as ever with 

those interested in its history, architecture and culture, few people venture outside the Czech capital and explore 

its natural treasures. This is a great shame, for the country as a whole is both varied and beautiful and blessed with 

a picturesque mix of rolling forested hills, lakes, karst scenery and meadows dotted with quaint villages and 

traditionally worked farmsteads. Such a diversity of landforms and habitats are, in turn, home to a wealth of birdlife 

that includes Three-toed and White-backed Woodpeckers, Tengmalm’s, Pygmy and Ural Owls, Collared Flycatcher 

and the magnificent Eastern Imperial Eagle. Since the Czech Republic is equally rich in history, this new tour will 

not only search out the very best of the region’s birdlife, but includes several of the country’s most treasured 

historical highlights too! For those wishing to see a little more of Central Europe’s cultural attractions then 

extensions in both Prague and the Austrian capital of Vienna can also be arranged on request.  

Itinerary  

NB. Please note that the itinerary below offers our planned programme of excursions.  However, adverse 

weather & other local considerations can necessitate some re-ordering of the programme during the 

course of the tour, though this will always be done to maximise best use of the time and weather 

conditions available.   

Day 1 Sumava Mountains 

We depart London’s Heathrow Airport mid-morning on a British Airways flight to Prague, the beautiful and 

historic capital of the Czech Republic. From here we drive south for between 3 - 4 hours to the Sumava Mountains 

for a 3-night stay in a comfortable hotel. Bordering Germany, Sumava is an upland national park of forests, 

meadows, fens and peat bogs. The quiet spruce, fir and beech forests are particularly impressive and hold Pygmy 

and Tengmalm’s Owls, Black, Middle-spotted and Three-toed Woodpeckers and Hazel Grouse, alongside Red-

breasted Flycatcher, Black Stork and Nutcracker. Though an upland area, the landscape is gentle and the walking 

that we will do here is far from strenuous.  

Day 2 - 3 Sumava Mountains 

The forests, meadows, fens and peatbogs of the 

Sumava Mountains National Park are some of the 

most pristine in Europe. Encompassing 163,000 

hectares, the region was depopulated in the Soviet era 

and thus was inadvertently protected allowing its 

wildlife to flourish. In addition to looking for the 

species of bird listed above, we will be listening for 

the soft bubbling call of lekking Black Grouse which 

still mingles with the early morning bird song. A 

highlight of our time here will be an early morning 

visit one of the region's most active leks, although 

Sumava Mountains  
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since this is a declining species in the Czech Republic (as elsewhere in 

Europe) we must be particularly careful not to disturb this wary bird at 

this critical time in its breeding cycle.  

 

The extensive spruce forests are also home to a small population of 

Capercaillie whilst a whirr of wings may signal the escape of a secretive 

Hazel Grouse. Sumava's mixed forests are particularly good owl country 

with Ural, Pygmy and Tengmalm's Owls all possible. Woodpeckers are 

also well represented here and include a healthy population of Three-toed 

Woodpeckers. Black and Middle-spotted Woodpeckers are also frequently 

seen although White-backed is somewhat trickier and now restricted to 

the higher slopes such as within the primeval forest reserve on Mount 

Boubin. Other species we will be looking out for during our time in the 

Sumava Mountains include Ring Ouzel, Black Stork, Whinchat, Great 

Grey Shrike, Honey Buzzard, Goshawk and Dipper. Red-breasted Flycatcher, Corncrake and Scarlet Rosefinch 

tend to arrive later in May although we may be fortunate to find an early arrival or two. 

Day 4 – 5                                             Trebonsko Basin Biosphere Reserve  

From the Sumava Mountains we move south to the Trebonsko Basin Biosphere Reserve, a wonderful mosaic of 

ponds, woodlands and quaint historic villages covering over 70,000 hectares. The drive will take in the region of 2 

hours and enroute we will stop at the 13th century medieval town of Cesky Krumlov which is overlooked by a 

spectacular renaissance castle built in 1767. There will be time to take a quick guided tour of the castle for those 

who wish (not included in the tour price).  

 

Our base for the next two nights will be Trebon, a fine old 

town with an impressive main square, cobbled streets and 

rooftop-nesting White Storks. There should even be time to 

sample one or two of the local beers! From here we will 

explore some of the 500 fishponds that dot the Trebon Basin 

(a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve) many dating back to the 

middle ages and created by monks to raise carp. Most of the 

ponds are edged with luxuriant reedbeds, willow thickets and 

wet meadows, creating a fantastic habitat for birds. Species 

to look out for include Black-necked Grebes, resplendent in 

their breeding dress, plus Bittern, Red-crested Pochard, Garganey, Little Crake, Water Rail, Great Egret, White-

tailed Eagle, Black Kite, Garganey, Bluethroat (of the white-spotted race), Grey-headed and Syrian Woodpeckers, 

Penduline Tit, Bearded Tit and a variety of warblers such as Great Reed and Savi's Warbler. Otters are also seen 

from time to time in the larger of the ponds.  

 

Early morning, pre-breakfast, birdwatching in the lightly wooded part surrounding Trebon Castle can be very 

productive and may yield Middle Spotted Woodpecker, Wryneck, Golden Oriole, Spotted and Collared 

Flycatchers, Icterine and Wood Warblers, Hawfinch and Black Redstart. In the evening we can head out to a 

nearby area of conifers and peat bog home to Nightjar, 'roding' Woodcock and Pygmy Owl.  

Black Stork  

Great Reed Warbler  
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Day 6 – 7                                                                                   South Moravia  

We will spend our final two nights in South Moravia, near the 

Austrian border. This region offers a complete contrast to 

earlier destinations with its warmer climate, limestone karst 

scenery, oakwoods and oxbow lakes; indeed the region has 

much more of a Mediterranean feel about it. We will be based 

in an attractive chateau – close to a reed-fringed lake home 

Savi's and Great Reed Warblers – near the village of Breclav for 

our final two nights. From here will head out on short drives to 

explore the surrounding countryside plus a visit the grounds of 

the splendid Lednice Chateau (former residence of the Lichtenstein family) where migrant waterfowl use the ponds 

to rest, alongside breeding Night Herons, Little Bitterns and Garganey. Nearby woodlands hold returning migrants 

including Collared Flycatcher, Barred and Icterine Warblers, Wryneck and Red-backed Shrike, whilst European 

Bee-eaters hawk for insects over the more open areas. A glance skyward may reveal an impressive tally of raptors 

including Saker, Honey Buzzard, Goshawk and Eastern Imperial Eagle. We will also search out signs of Beaver 

activity, such as felled and gnawed trees but would need a degree of luck to glimpse the animal itself!  

Day 8                                                                                              Fly London  

This morning we must make the 2 hour drive to Vienna Airport in Austria. Our journey will take through a range 

of scenic countryside and offer a last opportunity to look for shrikes on the roadside wires and White Stork nests 

balanced precariously on village telegraph poles. 

 

On arrival at Vienna Airport we will check in for our early afternoon British Airways flight back to London’s 

Heathrow Airport arriving around 1500 hours. 

 

Tour grading 

This tour is graded A/B, consisting of easy to moderate day walks only. We will travel to each site by minibus then 

take leisurely walks to explore the area, generally over easy terrain, although some paths can be rough and steep in 

places. The holiday is therefore suitable for anyone who enjoys walking in the countryside and is of an ‘average’ 

level of fitness.  

Weather 

Spring weather in the Czech Republic is very similar to that experienced in the UK. By May the weather is generally 

becoming settled and we can expect fairly warm and sunny days in the lowlands with cooler, often cloudier, 

conditions in the hills. Evenings and early mornings can be cold, however, and there is always the chance of some 

rain. 

 

European Bee-eater  
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Food & accommodation included in the price 

All food and accommodation are included in the price of this holiday. For the first three nights we stay in a 

comfortable 3-Star pension in the small village of Kasperske Hory, before moving to a characterful hotel in the 

old quarter of Trebon. We end the tour with 2 nights in the 4-Star Hotel Hranicni Zamecek, an attractive chateau 

in Hlohovec, near the village of Breclav. All rooms have private facilities. 

 

Please note that the accommodation outlined above may - very occasionally - need to be amended. Replacement 

hotels will always be of the same standard as the ones outlined in the itinerary and will in no way affect your 

holiday. Should we have to implement any changes to the above we will notify you as soon as possible.  

Extensions 

For those wishing to extend their stay, we would be delighted to arrange a couple of nights in Prague at the start 

of your holiday or Vienna at the end. Prague, the Czech Republic’s delightful and vibrant capital city, is one of the 

most beautiful in Europe. Here you may choose to explore the historic Old Town, visit Prague Castle or just 

sample one of the many cafés that line the Staromestske Namesti (Old Town Square). A couple of extra days in 

Vienna will be equally rewarding. Former home of Mozart, Beethoven and Sigmund Freud, time in Austria’s 

historic capital will make for a fitting finale to the tour and an opportunity to relax amongst some of Europe’s 

finest architecture. Please call the Naturetrek office on 01962 733051 or email info@naturetrek.co.uk for more 

details.  

How to book your place 

In order to book a place on this holiday, you will need to read the Naturetrek terms and conditions in the back of 

our brochure or on our website, and then book either online at www.naturetrek.co.uk, by calling us on 01962 

733051, or by completing and returning the booking form in the brochure together with a deposit of 20% of the 

holiday cost.  If you do not have a copy of this brochure, please call us on 01962 733051.  
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