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Outline Itinerary 

Day 1 Fly Prague 

Day 2 Doupovské Hory Mountains 

Day 3 Hradcany Region 

Day 4 Frydlant Region 

Day 5 Luzicke Hory Montains 

Day 6 Doksy Region 

Day 7 Return to Prague; fly UK 

Departs 

June 

Focus 

Dragonflies and other wildlife 

Grading 

A/B. Short day walks only 

Dates and Prices 

See website (tour code CZE03) or brochure 

Highlights 

• A chance to explore this relatively 

undiscovered region with the leading 

dragonfly expert Martin Waldhauser 

• Crescent, Ornate and Spearhead Bluet, Small,   

Yellow-spotted, Ruby, Lilypad and Dark 

Whiteface 

• Sombre Goldenring, Green Snaketail and 

Sedgeling other possible highlights 

• A number of special butterflies and birds 

 

Dark Whiteface, Coenagrion ornatum, Yellow-spotted Emerald 
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Introduction 

The Czech Republic remains largely unexplored by naturalists. Although the city of Prague is well 

known for its history, architecture and culture, not many venture into the beautiful wilderness that 

lies beyond. 

 

Only 54km north of Prague you will find the picturesque region of North Bohemia. It’s a land of 

rolling hills, lush green mountains and valleys, dotted with fairytale castles, traditionally worked 

farmsteads and picturesque towns. North Bohemia is made up of conic shape mountains that were 

formed by volcanic activities in the tertiary period with small lakes and sandstone rocks adding 

variety. This provides the perfect habitat for a wealth of wildlife, and in particular dragonflies, and 

this holiday offers a fantastic opportunity to discover this relatively undiscovered area. 

 

From our hotel we will explore various areas of this region in search of a wide variety of dragonfly 

species. As well as common species found much over Europe, you will also have the opportunity to 

see several species which thrive in the northern distribution including Yellow-spotted and Dark 

Whitefaces and with some good fortune even the Ruby and Small Whiteface. 

 

Our guide, Martin Waldhauser, is a passionate dragonfly expert who lives in North Bohemia and is 

one of the authors of ‘The Dragonflies of the Czech Republic’. We really cannot wish for a more 

experienced dragonfly enthusiast to guide us through this beautiful region of central Europe. With 

his expert knowledge we have the best chance of finding stunning species such as Green Snaketail, 

Crescent, Ornate and Spearhead Bluets and maybe, if we’re lucky, a Lilypad Whiteface. Although 

we will primarily be looking for dragonflies and other odonata, we can enjoy the other wildlife of 

the region. Birds such as Corncrake, Black Woodpecker, White-tailed Eagle, Red-backed Shrike, 

Collared Flycatcher, Black Stork and River Warbler are all likely to be seen, whilst butterflies may 

include Poplar Admiral, Amanda’s Blue and Black-veined White to name but a few.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Peatbog, Northern Bohemia 
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Itinerary 

NB. Please note that the itinerary below offers our planned programme of excursions.  However, adverse weather & other local 

considerations can necessitate some re-ordering of the programme during the course of the tour, though this will always be 

done to maximise best use of the time and weather conditions available. 

Day 1  Arrive Prague 

We depart from London on a direct flight to Prague, the beautiful and historic capital of the Czech 

Republic. Here we will meet our expert guide and drive two hours northwards, to our lakeside hotel. 

This lovely hotel will be our base throughout the holiday.  

Day 2 Doupovské Hory 

On our first day in Bohemia we will be exploring the southern edge of the Doupovské Hory 

mountain range, making use of 

the outskirts of a military training 

base where forgotten small 

ponds, covered in floating 

vegetation, are home to rich 

populations of Crescent Bluet 

and Siberian Winter Damsel. 

These damsels fly very early in 

the season and we’ll take this 

opportunity to try find the last of 

the specimens before they 

disappear by the end of June. 

These ponds are also a good site 

for Spearhead Bluet, Robust 

Spreadwing, Green-eyed 

Hawker, Small Bluetail and other more common species which also occur here. 

 

We shall also visit a nearby flooded and abandoned china-clay quarry which is one of only five 

known sites of Blue-eye (Goblet-marked Damselfly) in the Czech Republic. Other species include 

Brilliant Emerald, Large Redyey and Lesser Emperor. Martin will guide us around streams in nearby 

farmlands close to Žatec which are known for a rich occurrence of Ornate Bluet, and take us to a 

densely vegetated depression, wetland Vrbina. This site is well known for uncommon species 

Yellow-spotted Whiteface, Migrant Spreadwing, Hairy Hawker and others, and we’ll be aiming to 

get good views of them here.  

 

After a successful day we’ll return to our hotel to enjoy the very welcoming hospitality of our Czech 

hosts and enjoy a drink whilst we recap all we have seen today. 

 

Siberian Winter Damsel (Sympecma paedisca) 
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Day 3 Hradčany 

After a good night’s sleep and a hearty breakfast we begin our day at Hradčany, a former military 

airport in Liberec Region, northern Czech Republic. Built towards the end of World War II for the 

Luftwaffe, it was expanded after the war. In 1968 the Soviet Army took control and set up a large 

air base here. However, after the Soviets left in 1991, the airport was abandoned and it is now 

neglected. This is fortunate for us as there is an area of small sand pits which is the best site for 

whitefaces in the Czech Republic. 

All five European species occur 

here, and we time our visit to be 

at the peak of the Dark 

Whiteface’s flight period. We’ll 

also enjoy Small, Yellow-spotted 

and Ruby Whitefaces which fly 

here too, albeit in slightly smaller 

numbers. 

 

About half a mile away is 

Hradčanské Rybníky. Here is a 

system of forest ponds 

connected by a naturally 

meandering stream and flooded 

sandpits with water. A main feature is the clean water which is carpeted with floating Water Lilies - 

the ideal habitat for the Lilypad Whiteface. Lilypad Whiteface was thought to be extinct in the Czech 

Republic until it was rediscovered in 2012 at Hradčany. There are also abundant populations of 

Small and Large Redeye, Variable Bluet, Green-eyed Hawker and the recently found Blue-eye. 

 

Our next stop is the nearby Ploučnice River, a tributary of the Elbe, one of the longest rivers in 

Europe. The Ploučnice twists and turns through the region creating small sandy beaches. This is a 

rich site for Green Snaketail and Common Clubtail, Small Pincertail and River Clubtail can also been 

found here. 

Day 4 Frydlant  

After breakfast we shall head to the remote and tranquil region of Frydlant, a forgotten area of un-

spoilt nature with a unique and picturesque landscape of fields, streams, meadow and forests. As 

well as these natural features there are also a number of historic houses, farms barns and sandstone 

gravestones. Situated in the north of the Czech Republic the south borders with the Jizera 

Mountains, which separates the region from the rest of the Czech Republic, and where it opens into 

warm lowlands of southern Poland. This is the reason of occurrence of Eurosiberian faunistic 

elements in Frydlant. 

 

The river Smědá collects water from the slopes of Jizerské hory and is one of the cleanest rivers in 

the country. The small rivers bubble up in the Jizera Mountains, gathers strength in the foothills 

Ruby Whiteface (Leucorrhinia rubicunda) 
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and ends up meandering in the 

Frydlant region and here creates 

sandy beds. As such it is a great 

site for the Green Snaketail and 

the Common Clubtail. Along a 

stretch of 100m of the river, up to 

400 exuviae of Green Snaketail 

were found, making it by far the 

richest site for this species. Two 

other species of tail were 

recorded – Small Pincertail and 

River Clubtail. Also Banded and 

Beautiful Demoiselle are found in 

abundance along the river. 

 

Several small pools have developed within an abandoned basalt quarry near Heřmanice u Frýdlantu, 

and these are host to 40 species of dragonflies, the best of them probably being Spotted Darter.  

The Spotted Darter’s numbers usually peak in the summer and we hope to be lucky to find a fresh 

specimen. With have good chances of finding four species of whiteface of which Yellow-spotted 

Whiteface is the commonest. Common Winter Damsel, all Spreadwings and many Darters are a few 

more species we will look out for. 

 

The largest pond of the Frydlant region is the Dubák and it is found just a couple of meters from 

the Smědá. It is densely vegetated and very favourable habitat for dragonflies. Here we hope to 

find Yellow-spotted Whiteface, Blue-eyed Hawker, Redyes, Variable Bluet, Green-eyed Hawker 

amongst others. 

Day 5 Lužické Hory  

After breakfast we will drive to Lužické hory in search of two species of Goldenring. The Common 

Goldenring is found along all streams with a sandy bed, and one of the best spots for them is the 

Hamerský potok stream. The less abundant Sombre Goldenring lives at springs and tiny spruits. 

Imagoes of both species fly together in the valley of Hamerský potok. Travelling along the stream 

we will look for Spearhead Bluet and Moorland Hawker, amongst other common species, in a small 

reservoir with an adjacent bog covered with sedges. 

 

Today we shall hope to find the Spearhead Bluet, Moorland Hawker, Large Redeye and if we are 

fortunate enough the more elusive Yellow-spotted and Ruby Whiteface. Their home is Hraniční 

rybník another forest pool which is not too far away. Also in a nearby wet spruce we should find 

Northern Emerald which are regularly found in good numbers. 

Day 6 Doksy 

Today will be spent exploring the nearby area of Doksy which lies on the shores of Lake Mácha, 

surrounded by dense forest, small ponds and many peat bogs. These are prime dragonfly habitats 

Green Snaketail (Ophiogomphus cecilia) 
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and it is here we will spend our last day discovering a vast variety of dragonfly species such as the 

Green-eyed Hawker, 

Yellow-spotted Whiteface, 

Moorland and Hairy 

Hawker and Black Darter. A 

small peatbog has 

developed where the pond 

meets a stream, and is a 

good place for larval 

stages of Yellow-spotted 

Emerald and Northern 

Emerald. 

 

The bogs and ponds pose 

a vast contrast to the large 

and very beautiful main 

lake where we are able to 

find a few tolerant species such as Black-tailed Skimmer or Migrant Hawker. Not far away there is 

a mined peatbog at Jestřebí where masses of rarer Orthetrum species occur such as Keeled and 

Southern Skimmer. Yellow-spotted Emerald, Moorland Hawker, Black Darter, Yellow-winged Darter 

or Small Bluetail are also common while Northern Emerald has also been recorded. 

 

After a wonderful end to our odonatan holiday we will return to our hotel to enjoy our last evening 

meal together. 

Day 7 Fly UK 

After breakfast today we shall complete our journey south to Prague airport, taking in the scenery 

as we drive through historical villages with wooden houses and cross the magnificent Elbe River. 

 

Tour Grading & Focus 

This tour is graded A/B, consisting of easy to moderate day walks only. We will travel to each site 

by minibus then take leisurely walks to explore the area, generally over easy terrain, although some 

paths can be wet in places. The holiday is therefore suitable for anyone who enjoys walking in the 

countryside and is of an ‘average’ level of fitness. 

Weather, Clothing & Equipment 

Summer weather in the Czech Republic is very similar to that experienced in the UK. We can expect 

warm and sunny days in the lowlands with cooler, often cloudier, conditions in the hills. Evenings 

and early mornings may feel chilly, however, and there is always the chance of some rain showers. 

Binoculars will be very useful on this tour. 

Lake Mácha 
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What’s Included 

All food and accommodation is included in the price of this holiday. We will be staying in a 

comfortable hotel, serving delicious local food, and where all rooms have private facilities. 

Extending Your Holiday 

For those wishing to extend their stay, we would be delighted to arrange a couple of nights in 

Prague at the start of your holiday or in Vienna at the end. Prague, the Czech Republic’s delightful 

and vibrant capital city, is one of the most beautiful in Europe. Here you may choose to explore the 

historic Old Town, visit Prague Castle or just sample one of the many cafés that line the 

Staromestske Namesti (Old Town Square). A couple of extra days in Vienna will be equally 

rewarding. Former home of Mozart, Beethoven and Sigmund Freud, time in Austria’s historic capital 

will make for a fitting finale to the tour and an opportunity to relax amongst some of Europe’s finest 

architecture.  

Travelling By Train 

Should you wish to travel to Prague by train, we would be delighted to help with the arrangements. 

This would require an earlier departure date. Please make contact with the tour manager Tom 

Mabbett should you wish to discuss travelling by train and/or extending your holiday: 01962 733051 

or tom@naturetrek.co.uk. 

How to book your place 

In order to book your place on this holiday, please give us a call on 01962 733051 with a credit or 

debit card, book online at www.naturetrek.co.uk, or alternatively complete and post the booking 

form at the back of our main Naturetrek brochure, together with a deposit of 20% of the holiday 

cost plus any room supplements if required. If you do not have a copy of the brochure, please call 

us on 01962 733051 or request one via our website. Please stipulate any special requirements, for 

example extension requests, at the time of booking. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures 

and new dates, tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 
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