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Outline itinerary 

Day 1 Fly Seville & transfer to Coto Doñana 

Day 2/4 Coto Doñana 

Day 5 Return Seville; fly London 

 

 

 

Dates 

April/May 

Focus 

Birds 

Grading 

A. A traditional birding tour with limited amounts 

of easy walking 

Dates & Prices 

See website (tour code ESP33) or brochure 

Highlights 

 Purple Gallinule, Marbled Teal, Crested Coot & 

Spanish Imperial Eagle 

 Iberian Magpie, Great Spotted Cuckoo & Red-

necked Nightjar 

 Bee-eaters, Golden Orioles & Nightingales add a 

splash of colour & song 

 Collared Pratincole, Slender-billed Gull, Gull-billed 

Tern & Lesser Short-toed Lark 

 Comfortable, central base, just a stone's throw 

from all the action 

 

El Rocio 

Iberian Magpie 

Greater Flamingo 
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NB. Please note that the itinerary below 

offers our planned programme of 

excursions.  However, adverse weather & 

other local considerations can necessitate 

some re-ordering of the programme during 

the course of the tour, though this will 

always be done to maximise best use of the 

time and weather conditions available.   

 

Introduction 

 

On all of our ‘Beginners Birdwatching’ 

holidays, we provide a high level of instruction 

from our top leaders. These tours are 

undertaken at a relaxed pace and are suitable for the complete novice, as well as those with some 

knowledge who would benefit from ‘brushing it up’ or learning more. And, as is typical with Naturetrek 

tours, there will be an emphasis on enjoying our surroundings and other wildlife, as well as the birdlife. 

Questions will be very much encouraged, with emphasis placed on participants being able to see, enjoy 

and identify every bird well for themselves, whether common or rare.  

 

In 1956 a team of distinguished ornithologists organised an expedition to explore the wilderness of 

marshes and woodland along the Guadalquivir River in southern Spain known as the Coto Doñana. At a 

time when foreign travel was still a remote dream for most people, the subsequent account of the 

expedition in Guy Mountfort’s classic book ‘Portrait of a Wilderness’ made exciting reading and inspired 

ambitions to visit this remarkable area. Five decades later, the Coto Doñana is still regarded as one of the 

best birdwatching sites in Europe but it owes its continued existence to the efforts of dedicated 

conservationists, who have fought against a myriad of threats, ranging from encroachment by farming and 

tourist developments, to a serious chemical pollution incident. Although the central core of the area was 

declared a national park in 1969, the conservation struggle continues, but each spring and autumn the 

marshes still attract an amazing variety of birds and offer one of the greatest ornithological spectacles on 

the continent. 

Day 1            Fly Seville, transfer to El Rocio 
 

We depart today from London on a flight to Seville. On arrival at Seville airport we will drive south-west for 

a couple of hours to El Rocío, passing through the fertile farmland and orange groves that lie to the west 

of the great Guadalquivir river.  

 

The remarkable village of El Rocío lies at the western edge of the Parque Nacional de Coto de Doñana. It 

has been described as a living relic, a step back to the days when the whole of this area was accessible only 

by horse. Even today its unmetalled sandy streets, lined with wooden hitching rails for horses and elegant 

white-washed buildings (that include a magnificent church) give more the impression of the American Wild 

West than southern Spain. Indeed, one instantly has the feeling of having stumbled across the set of a 

  Little Owl 
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Spaghetti Western! Further, the village is also the site of a famous and spectacular pilgrimage fair, the 

Romeria de El Rocío, which draws up to a million people each year!   

 

In the spring El Rocío overlooks the adjacent ‘Madre de las Marismas’, a magnificent lagoon laden with 

Greater Flamingoes, waders and numerous other waterbirds, and a river and marshlands that lie within the 

Coto Doñana National Park, one of the finest wetlands in Europe. The village makes the perfect base for 

four nights as we spend time enjoying the wealth of birds and other wildlife that this unique national park 

has to offer.  

 

After settling in to our hotel - a most comfortable one, situated on the edge of the village; all rooms with 

private facilities – we may have time to head north a short distance to a private finca where Black-

shouldered Kite and Lesser Kestrel have territories. 

Day 2-4              El Rocio 

 

We have three full days in the environs of Coto Doñana during which we hope to search for the incredible 

birdlife both in its best and least known corners. Our 

daily itinerary will remain flexible in order to take into 

account weather and other local considerations. 

 

We will certainly make a dawn start on one day in 

order to explore the mixture of marshes and woodland 

on the northern edge of the reserve known as the 

Coto del Rey.  The sandy track to the east of El Rocío 

has been getting progressively more rutted and 

uneven over the years and the area is now only 

accessible by Landrover.  The track leads east through 

Stone Pine Woodland before turning south into the 

marismas and entering the park at its northern 

boundary.  This area holds the densest populations of raptors in the Coto Doñana.  Both species of kite are 

common as are Booted Eagles and Buzzard.  The flocks of Griffon Vultures circling up on the rising 

thermals are often joined by Short-toed Eagles, Marsh Harriers and Goshawks and if we are fortunate we 

may even find one of the few pairs of the Spanish 

Imperial Eagles which breed in the Coto del Rey area. 

Recent Naturetrek groups, aided by local knowledge, 

have enjoyed spellbinding telescope views of this 

species. The Stone Pine woodlands are home to 

roving flocks of Iberian Magpies plus Hoopoes, 

Bonelli’s Warblers and Great Spotted Cuckoos.  We 

will also search for the diminutive Spectacled and 

Subalpine Warblers both of which breed in the low 

trackside scrub and the Lesser Short-toed Lark which 

favour the more open areas.  Naturetrek groups have 

even seen a Lynx here on and off over the past decade, although the population is critically endangered. 

   Black-winged Stilt 

European Bee-eater 
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  Crested Coot 

Once out of the woodland and into the marismas the track passes alongside numerous marshes, ponds 

and flooded channels, many full of Flamingos, Spoonbills, Black-winged Stilts and the occasional Glossy 

Ibis and eventually arrives at the Jose Valverde Visitor Centre.  This is one of the best places in the Park to 

look for the beautiful Marbled Teal and Little Bittern, the former one of Spain’s rarest and without doubt 

most beautiful waterbirds.  

 

In this season migrants should be numerous, amongst them storks, herons, waders, ducks, gulls and terns. 

Many of the marshes and ponds may be drier depending on recent rainfall patterns in Andalucia, but we 

hope to visit the fish ponds at Dehesa de Abajo where an amazing number and variety of these wetland 

species should be present. We will also look for some of the region’s specialities, amongst them Purple 

Gallinule, Marbled Teal, Crested Coot and Red-necked Nightjar; the latter requiring a night-time excursion. 

Adjacent rice paddies hold some of Spain’s resident “exotics” such as Common Waxbill and Golden Bishop.  

A day will also be spent visiting the marshland and salt pans to the east of the mouth of the Guadalquivir.  

Here we’ll be looking for large numbers of Greater Flamingos, as well as Caspian and Gull-billed Terns. A 

wide variety of migrant waders use the lagoons to ‘refuel’ and these should include such species as Little 

Stint, Curlew Sandpiper, Sanderling, Spotted Redshank and Avocet or perhaps a Temminck’s Stint or Marsh 

Sandpiper.  This is also one of the best sites in southern Spain for the beautiful Slender-billed Gull which 

often gather here in quite large numbers. Nearby the Laguna del Tarelo is a noted site for the rare and 

local White-headed Duck. It is also a most pleasant potential location for our picnic! 

Day 5                   Fly London 
 

This morning (depending on the time of our flight) we should have time for a final look around some of 

the nearby marshlands before we have to leave for the two-hour drive back to Seville in time for our flight 

back to London. 
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El Acebuche  

 
Great Reed Warbler  

 

Wood Sandpiper  

 

White Stork 

Tour Grading 
 

Grade A.  This is a traditional birding tour with no strenuous walking involved although it does involve a 

few early starts.  Suitable for all ages and for all degrees of fitness. 

Food & accommodation included in the price 

All food and accommodation is included in the price of this holiday. 

Optional extensions 

For those of you wishing to see the spectacular city of Seville we will be happy to arrange a couple of 

nights accommodation in the city at the end of your tour. Accommodation can be hard to find at this time 

of year however so the earlier you book the better chance we have of finding space and booking return 

flights.  

How to book your place 

In order to book your place on this holiday, please give us a call on 01962 733051 with a credit or debit 

card, book online at www.naturetrek.co.uk, or alternatively complete and post the booking form at the 

back of our main Naturetrek brochure, together with a deposit of 20% of the holiday cost plus any room 

supplements if required. If you do not have a copy of the brochure, please call us on 01962 733051 or 

request one via our website. Please stipulate any special requirements, for example extension requests or 

connecting/regional flights, at the time of booking. 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
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 Some of the accommodation (left) and the living room area (right) of our hotel in El Rocio 

 


