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Outline itinerary 

Day 1 Fly Lyon 

Day 2/7 Natural history excursions  

in the Vercors 

Day 8 Fly London 

 
 

Departs 

July 

Focus 

Birds, plants, mammals and butterflies 

Grading 

Grade A. Easy walks only apart from more 

strenuous day 4. 

Dates and Prices 

See website (tour code FRA23) or brochure 

Highlights 

 Wonderful wildlife amidst truly 

magnificent scenery 

 Friendly, family-run hotel providing a 

friendly & comfortable base for our stay 

 Stunning alpine plants including 

Saxifrages, Stonecrops, Campanulas & 

many more 

 Eagles & Vultures soaring, Warblers 

singing, & many species of butterfly to 

enjoy 

 A chance to see the mysterious Ghost 

Orchid. 

 

Mt. Aiguille from the Pas de l'Essaure 

Apollo 

Our hotel in Vercors 
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NB. Please note that the itinerary below offers our planned program of excursions.  However, adverse 

weather & other local considerations can necessitate some re-ordering of the program during the 

course of the tour, though this will always be done to maximise best use of the time and weather 

conditions available.   

Introduction 

Vercors Regional Nature Park is a beautiful area 

of limestone peaks, gorges and high plateaux 

extending over 186,000 hectares between the 

Isère valley in the north and the Diois to the 

south. The park was founded on 16th October 

1970 to protect the rich and varied flora and 

fauna. Seven regions make up this unique and 

magnificent area: the Quatre Montagnes, the 

Trièves, the Coulmes, the Vercors Drômois, the 

Royans, the Diois and the Gervanne. In the north 

the harsh weather systems of the Alps prevail, 

while in the gentler south, the air has an almost 

Mediterranean feel. 

 

The landscapes of Vercors are extremely varied, with cliffs, caves, hills, peaks and high plateaux providing a 

home to a remarkable abundance of wildlife. Nearly 80 protected plant species can be found within the 

Regional Natural Park. There are Ghost Orchids in some wooded areas, Large-flowered Bellflowers on the 

screes and Primulas on the cliffs. Several sought after bird species breed here including a pleasing variety of 

raptors, plus grouse, owls and the enigmatic Wallcreeper. 

 

We will be based for the duration of our holiday in a small, comfortable hotel in La Chapelle en Vercors. 

Day 1         La Chapelle en Vercors 

We start our holiday with a morning flight from London Heathrow to 

the industrial town of Lyon. From here we pick up our minibuses and 

drive south for approximately one and a half hours until, approaching a 

rise in the motorway, a jagged area of spectacular limestone looms into 

view. The deep Isère valley in the foreground and the high snow-capped 

Alps, to the East, frame the Vercors beautifully - the area cries out for 

exploration! If time permits, we will explore the area around Grenoble 

Isere Airport, a magnet for a number of species of raptor. We will then 

continue south to La Chapelle en Vercors where we will book into our 

small hotel, our base for the week. Flight schedules permitting, there 

may be time for some local exploration before dinner. 

 

Presles 

Naturetrek group in the Vercors 
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N.B. If there is an interest within the group, it will be possible to run a moth trap in the hotel grounds, on a 

couple of evenings. 

Day 2            Les Merciers & Herbouilly 

We begin our tour in earnest with some local exploration. In the morning we will make our way to the hamlet 

of Les Merciers. This delightful area affords some splendid views of the Alps beyond Grenoble. The birds and 

butterflies are of special interest here, although, as you will come to see, there is also considerable botanical 

interest in all of our chosen locations. Cirl Bunting, Rock 

Bunting, Alpine Swift, Black Woodpecker and Bonelli’s 

Warbler can all be seen, together with the possibility of 

Wallcreeper and raptors. This area is also excellent for 

butterflies, and our specific hope is to see the splendid 

Apollo, amongst others. From Les Merciers we will make 

the journey to the lovely meadows of Herbouilly, 

stopping on the way at the hypermarket in Lans-en-

Vercors to buy our picnic. The journey will take us down 

through the spectacular Gorges de la Bourne, and on 

south to St. Martin. The afternoon will be spent exploring 

these wonderful alpine meadows and once again the 

emphasis will be on butterflies and plants. From here we return to our hotel, for dinner.  

Day 3         Font d’Urle and the Col de la Machine 

Today we will head towards the stunning Font d’Urle, a small winter ski resort, is one of the highest points in 

Vercors. Ring Ouzel, Alpine Chough and various raptors are all possible here. Botanically, this site is special 

for the variety of flowering plants one can see, in both open grassland and along rock ledges. These include 

Gentianella campestris (Field Gentian) and Colchicum alpinum 

(Alpine Autumn Crocus). However, one must consider the 

possibility of grazing livestock having an impact on species 

number. At the southern end of this site, there are splendid views 

out over the valley below, together with some truly imposing cliff 

faces. Alpine Marmot, Chamois and Mouflon can be seen here. We 

will take our picnic here, or somewhere close by, after our morning 

walk. 

 

More imposing scenery is promised at the Col de la Machine and 

through the Route de Combe Laval. Here we have a chance of 

seeing Crag Martins, Wallcreeper and more raptors. The rocky 

ledges hold such delights as Hornungia petraea (Hutchinsia), Arabis 

alpina (Alpine Rock-cress) and Gentiana clusii (Cluse’s Trumpet 

Gentian).  In the late afternoon, if we have not already done so, we 

will visit St. Jean en Royans, to stock up on the weeks picnic 

Marbled Fritillary 

  Great Yellow Gentian 
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requirements, and explore a small, but rich, area of waste ground, before returning to base. 

Day 4          Pas de L’Oeille and La Grande Combe 

Leaving our hotel, we will make our way to the ski resort to the south east of Villard de Lans, where we will 

take the cable car up the mountain. Our plan is to take an excursion in the direction of the Pas de L’Oeille 

and the Grande Combe. Here we will get an opportunity to see a high Alpine flora, including the diminutive 

but delightful Nigritella nigra (Vanilla Orchid), as well as Gentiana lutea (Yellow Gentian), Saxifraga exarata, 

Ranunculus seguieri, (Serguier’s Buttercup) Erigeron alpinus (Alpine Fleabane), Round-headed Orchid 

(Traunsteinera globosa) and Trifolium pannonicum (Hungarian Clover). Birds could include Alpine Accentor, 

Alpine Chough, Citril Finch, Water Pipit and Golden Eagle. Again, there may also be sightings of Alpine 

Marmot and Mouflon. 

 

The paths comprise well-trodden tracks with some 

loose scree type rocks, so walking boots are 

essential as well as poles if you use them. We will be 

carrying our lunch today. Make sure you have your 

binoculars and cameras in order to fully enjoy the 

views. We will spend the whole day walking and 

exploring this magnificent area. 

 

If time permits after we have returned to our hotel 

and had our evening meal, we will make a short, late 

evening, trip to Lans en Vercors to try and see 

Dippers and maybe Chamois. 

Day 5              Crêtes de la Molière (Autrans) 

After breakfast, we will make the short drive to the Cretes de la Moliere. From here we will take a short, easy 

morning walk towards the Pas de Bellecombe. As the 

name “Cretes” suggests, this is a north-south facing 

ridge, giving us splendid views to the east, across 

St.Nizier du Moucherotte and Grenoble. We stand a 

good chance of raptors such as Golden and Short-

toed Eagle, as well as Peregrine. We will also be 

searching for Aconitum anthora (Yellow Monk’s-

hood). Once again we may take our lunch with us. In 

the afternoon we will be exploring a forest in Lans en 

Vercors. Here we will be particularly looking for 

Epipogium aphyllum (Ghost Orchid) and well as 

helleborines and other woodland plant species. We 

may also be lucky enough to catch sight of the local 

Red Squirrels, which are nearly black. 

 

Dipper 

Ghost Orchid 
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Day 6         Canyon des Ecouges and Royans 

There are several locations in and around the area of Pont en Royans that are well worth visiting. Travelling 

south through the Gorges de la Bourne, we will make our way up over the Col de Romeyere and on up to 

the Canyon des Ecouges. Here we will explore this small, but spectacular, gorge. Hopefully we will see Primula 

auricula (Bear’s Ears) and Hypericum richeri (Alpine St.John’s Wort) as well as Crag Martins, potential 

Wallcreeper and other birds before making our way to the Rochers de Presles, just below Gazon. We will 

stop off on the way in order to take our picnic in some splendid mixed woodland. At Presles, if the weather 

conditions are ideal, several butterfly species can be expected. Crag Martins and Alpine Swifts are active, and 

plants here include Anacamptis pyramidalis (Pyramidal Orchid), Ornithogalum pyrenaicum (Bath Asparagus), 

Lactuca perennis (Blue Lettuce) and Linum suffruticosum ssp. salsaloides (Pyrenean Flax). At the end of the 

afternoon we will visit the picturesque town of Pont en Royans, for refreshments.  

Day 7                 Trieves 

One of the highlights of our week will be a day spent on the Haux Plateaux Nature Reserve (We will attempt 

to coincide this day with the week’s best weather!) This wild area, in many respects unique in Europe, consists 

of a patchwork of meadows, moorlands, forests and high mountain ridges, shaped by savage winters and 

centuries of forestry and grazing. A small pioneering population of elusive Wolf, presumed recently colonised 

from the Italian Alps, hides in the vast European Fir (Abies alba) and Spruce (Picea abies) forest, their presence 

belied by tracks left in the extensive winter snows. Golden Eagle, Ring Ouzel, Citril Finch, Crossbill, Firecrest, 

and Lesser Whitethroat are all possibilities. The alpine flora is extremely good for the time of year, and 

numerous species of butterfly, including Marbled, Silver-washed, Heath, Grison’s and Titania’s Fritillaries, as 

well as Moorland and Mountain Clouded Yellows and 

Large, Silver-spotted, Carline, Dingy, Rosy and Marbled 

Skippers, can all be found, as well as a good number of 

day-flying moths. On the high scree-slopes, Alpine Ibex 

and Mouflon roam. 

 

After our descent from the Hauts Plateaux, we will visit 

the magnificent Col de Rousset, with its spectacular 

panoramic views. Distant slopes and ridges hold Alpine 

Ibex and Chamois, whilst Golden Eagle and Griffon 

Vulture can be seen soaring on thermals. The old road is 

a sun trap, and once again a range of butterflies, such as 

Dryad, Great Banded Grayling, Great Sooty and Black 

Satyr and, if the season is right, Meleager’s Blue and 

White-letter Hairstreak. 

Day 8               London 

We must now leave our base in the Vercors to drive back to Lyon for our flight back to England.   

  Zygaena carniolica 
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Trek grading 

On this holiday we are based at one hotel throughout.  We will explore the mountains, plateaux and gorges 

of this attractive region with its varied natural history by means of regular stops in our minibus followed by 

short walks or simply pottering in the richer areas of which there are many. Our pace will be gentle to allow 

us to examine the plants, insects and birds.  

Weather 

The second-half of July is the peak time for plants over the range of habitats and altitudes we will visit. 

Butterflies will be active and birds will also be busy.  The weather should be settled, but we need to be 

prepared for some wet and cool days, so bring a range of clothing. A long range weather forecast for 

Grenoble can be obtained from www.bbc.co.uk/weather shortly before departure. 

Food and accommodation 

All food and accommodation is included in the price of this holiday.  

How to book your place 

 In order to book your place on this holiday, please give us a call on 01962 733051 with a credit or debit card, 

book online at www.naturetrek.co.uk, or alternatively complete and post the booking form at the back of our 

main Naturetrek brochure, together with a deposit of 20% of the holiday cost plus any room supplements if 

required. If you do not have a copy of the brochure, please call us on 01962 733051 or request one via our 

website. Please stipulate any special requirements, for example extension requests or connecting/regional 

flights, at the time of booking. 

 

Our hotel for the Vercors in summer tour (top) and a Naturetrek picnic lunch spread 
(below) 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/

