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Outline Itinerary 

Day 1           Arrive at hotel 

Day 2/4       Land- and sea-based excursions 

Day 5         Morning St Davids. Lunchtime departure 

Departs 

June 

Focus 

Seabirds, marine mammals, botany, birds and other 

wildlife 

Grading 

A (easy). Land-based wildlife-watching with gentle-

paced walks. Short boat crossing to Skomer. 

Dates and Prices  

See website (tour code GBR18) or brochure 

 

Highlights 

 Spectacular seabird colonies on Skomer   

including Puffins and Gannets 

 Harbour Porpoise, Common Dolphin & Grey 

Seal possible 

 Silver-studded Blue & up to 20 species of 

dragonfly  

 Numerous wildflowers, including Lesser 

Butterfly and other orchids  

 Comfortable 3-star hotel based in Burton 

 

 

 

 

Puffin  

 

Bee Orchid  

 

Gannet  
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Introduction 

Pembrokeshire is the Welsh Land’s End, an area of outstanding natural beauty which boasts miles and miles 

of unspoilt National Park coastline comprising majestic sea cliffs, pristine sand dunes, broad wooded 

estuaries, stunning geological features and famous Atlantic islands. Away from the coast the landscape has 

a unique character; with hidden villages steeped in history, archaic folklore and historical relics. The rolling 

patchwork of dramatic hills and diverse habitats hints at the tremendous treasure trove of wildlife which can 

be found in this spectacular region of Wales. 

Seabird spectacular 

Pembrokeshire is world-renowned for its remarkable seabird colonies. By the time of our tour in June the 

three islands of Grassholm, Skomer and Ramsey will have been 

transformed by the arrival of vast numbers of nesting seabirds: 

Grassholm, lying 15km off the coast, is home to nearly 40,000 pairs 

of Gannets, whilst Skomer, pink-tinged with swathes of Red 

Campion, accommodates over half a million seabirds, including 

arguably the UK’s largest colony of Manx Shearwater, as well as 

Guillemots, Razorbills and Puffins. These colonies present an 

incredible visual and auditory feast and, if the weather permits, we’ll 

make a daytime boat trip to view some of these colonies from the 

sea, and also from land on Skomer where Puffins are only an arm’s 

length away! On our boat excursions we may also see some of the 

other marine animals which are drawn to these productive waters, 

such as Grey Seals, Harbour Porpoise and if we are extremely lucky 

Common or Bottle-nose Dolphins.   

  

Other wildlife to see 

As well as enjoying Pembrokeshire’s impressive marine fauna, we’ll take time to explore some of the 

peninsula’s terrestrial habitats from our base, a comfortable 3-star hotel in the tranquil setting of Burton near 

Milford Haven. Pembrokeshire contains a superb diversity of habitats for wildlife. The limestone grassland, 

dune and freshwater habitats of Stackpole Head, and Bosherton Lily Ponds are home to special butterflies 

such as Silver Studded Blue, up to 20 species of dragonfly, Otters and numerous limestone flowers including 

Wales’ only Early Gentians. At Dowrog Common near St. Davids there are wet and dry heaths which provide 

a rich mosaic of micro-habitats for birds like the grasshopper warbler, wildflowers such as Lesser Butterfly 

Orchid and insects such as the Marsh Fritillary butterfly, Small Red Damselfly and Hairy Dragonfly. Other 

habitats we may visit are some of the extensive coastal dune systems which are home to a number of 

specialist plants and the delightfully scenic peninsula coast of St. Davids where maritime heath and grassland 

support a profusion of wildflowers and other wildlife such as Chough and Adder are common.  

 

 

Common Guillemot 
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In brief 

This trip promises an introduction to one of the most exciting areas in Britain. Pembrokeshire is a wild and 

unspoilt landscape of evocatively named Nordic islands, invigorating coastal scenery, and a stunning mosaic 

of wildlife-rich habitats which are surrounded by one of the richest marine eco-systems in Europe. We are 

sure that this trip will offer an experience to be remembered. 

Day 1  Arrive Burton 

Burton is a small village situated close to the deep-water channel of 

Milford Haven. It is a quiet village and centrally placed from which to 

explore the surrounding area. 

 

We’ll meet at our base, the Beggars Reach Hotel, this evening, and 

after supper the group will assemble to discuss our wildlife-watching 

programme. The planned itinerary will depend very much on the 

weather conditions predicted for each day. With some of the itinerary 

focused on exploring Pembrokeshire’s islands either by foot or at sea 

we will, to a certain extent, be at the whim of the Atlantic weather 

which we hope shall become kind and clement by June! If any of the 

pelagic excursions need to be delayed or cancelled we have an 

abundance of alternative options for land-based excursions which are 

detailed below. Please bear in mind that the specific days and timings 

of each excursion may be subject to change, due to the weather. 

Day 2  Skomer 

After breakfast and a drive to Marloes, weather permitting, we will make the short (15 minute) boat crossing 

from the mainland to Skomer and spend most of the day exploring this National Nature Reserve on foot. 

Skomer is around one and a half miles long and a mile wide, and accessible by a network of trails crossing 

most of the island. Upon arrival on Skomer we will orientate ourselves and make the short climb of 200m up 

onto the largely flat plateau of the main part of the island before exploring further.  

 

Most of the island is littered with the burrows of some of the estimated 100,000 Manx Shearwaters and a fair 

few Puffins. We will need to take care to stick to the marked trails to avoid any damage to this delicate eco-

system. Scattered around the island are numerous colonies of cliff-nesting seabirds such as the largest Welsh 

colony of Guillemots as well as numerous Razorbills. Cliff-top viewing platforms offer an impressive 

panorama of the co-ordinated maelstrom on the guano-splattered cliffs below. The best places to see large 

numbers of Puffins are close to the landing point at North Haven and at The Wick although a good number 

of the 6,000 pairs are liberally scattered along much of the cliff top. At this time of the year, adults should be 

busy bringing food to their new-born chicks and we can enjoy observing their daily behaviour at close range.  

 

Although Skomer is famous for seabirds, there are other attractions. Between one and four pairs of Short-

eared Owls also breed here, as do Little Owls, and they are busy feeding their young throughout the day and 

Thrift – Armeria maritima 
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night in June, giving us a good chance of seeing them. There are also several points around the coast from 

which Grey Seals can be seen and we may even be lucky with a glimpse of a Harbour Porpoise. Although we 

will be reaching the end of the amazing carpet of spring bluebells, the island becomes overtaken with a 

monopoly of deep pink Red Campion in June and a variety of other maritime plant species can be found. 

 

After we have enjoyed a picnic lunch and more of Skomer in the afternoon we will head back to our hotel 

for a freshen-up and a hearty dinner.  

Day 3  Stackpole Head & Bosherton Lakes 

Today, we’ll head out after breakfast to do some land-based wildlife-watching. Although the itinerary will 

depend on weather and what we have managed to do so far, we hope to spend the day on the southern 

coast in the area of Stackpole Head and Bosherton Lily ponds. This National Nature Reserve supports a 

dramatic variety of habitats within a relatively small area.  

 

The reserve offers a number of interesting 

walks and we will visit the best areas for 

wildlife. As we make our way along the 

Pembrokeshire Coast Path we walk along the 

top of some dramatic Carboniferous 

limestone sea-cliffs with numerous arches, 

crevices and blow-holes. They support a rich 

calcareous community of rare lichens and 

plants including crevice-dwelling species 

such as Golden Samphire and Rock Sea 

Lavender, Thrift and Vernal Squill. As we pass 

across the beautiful dunes and beach of 

Barafundle Bay and the species-rich turf of 

Stackpole Warren we may encounter orchids such as Bee, Pyramidal and Twayblade as well as some 

interesting dune plants like Yellow Horned Poppy, Slender Thistle, and possibly Early Gentian – a rare UK 

endemic in its only Welsh locality. On the patches of ericaceous heath, Silver-studded Blue butterflies are on 

the wing in mid-June and laying their eggs on species of heather, and we may also find other interesting 

butterfly species like Dark Green Fritillary and Brown Argus. Small flocks of Chough are often present on the 

Warren and a wide diversity of breeding birds is found in this mosaic of habitats. 

 

As we walk along the edge of Bosherston Lily Ponds we should see extensive beds of White Water Lily in 

flower in June in these unusual lakes. They are also home to numerous dragonfly species including Emperor 

and Hairy Dragonflies as well as the smaller, flitting damseflies. This is an excellent place to see Otter and we 

have a reasonable chance of locating this elusive and charismatic animal.  

 

After the walk we may have time to fit in a short trip to the dunes at Broomhill Burrows to see abundant 

marsh orchids and other dune plants such as Carline Thistle and Adder’s Tongue Fern as well as several 

reptile species. 

Choughs 
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Day 4  Minwear Wood, Rosebush and the Teifi 

We will set off for a day of land-based wildlife-watching.  Our first stop will be Minwear Wood where we will 

look for Wood Warbler, Goldcrest and Marsh Tit.  Redstart will be calling from the trees and depending on 

the water level there may be Dipper.  We then head off to 

Rosebush at the foot of the Presili Hills to find Lesser Redpoll, 

Siskin and Coal Tit as we admire the old slate works on the 

walk to the forest.  A lot of areas have been cleared and we 

could find Tree Pipit and Cuckoo amongst the clearings.  We 

will also check out the plants, butterflies and other bugs as we 

walk along the many paths.  There is a pub based on an old 

Railway Station where we can have lunch.  Our final stop in the 

afternoon is at Teifi Marshes in the north of the county or, 

alternatively, Fishgaurd for Dipper and Llangollen Fen.  We 

may visit the Welsh Wildlife Centre at Teifi Marshes to see 

what is around and will look for waders and ducks. The area is 

a pre-glacial channel with the river Pilau meandering through 

it.  There is a range of habitats and Water Buffalo are used to graze the site.  With luck there will be breeding 

Curlew and even a late Whimbrel passing through.    

Day 5  Dowrog Common and St Davids 

For our final morning we may have time to visit Dowrog Common to the east of St Davids where there is a 

superb example of a lowland ‘fen’ heath. The site holds a myriad of wildlife including a number of notable 

plants and animals such as Lesser Butterfly Orchid and the tiny Yellow Centaury; Small Red and Scarce Blue-

tailed Damselflies and Marsh Fritillary butterfly. We will then head into St Davids, the smallest cathedral city 

in Britain, where we will have time to explore this historic settlement before we head back to the hotel via 

the railway station at Haverfordwest. We then say our goodbyes and head our separate ways. 

 

NB. Please note that the itinerary above offers our planned programme of excursions. However, 

adverse weather and other local considerations can necessitate some reordering of the programme 

during the course of the tour, though this will always be done to maximise best use of the time and 

weather conditions available.  

 

 

Tour Grading 

A. Apart from the short boat ride to Skomer, there will be plenty of land-based birding and other wildlife-

watching on foot; these walks will generally be at a slow ‘birdwatching pace’ and will not be strenuous. There 

may be an opportunity for a more strenuous wildlife walk during the tour, especially if poor weather 

precludes our boat trip; if so, this will be optional. 

Pyramidal Orchid 

 



Pembrokeshire in Early Summer  Tour Itinerary 

 

 

© Naturetrek      5 
 

Food & accommodation included in the cost 

Breakfast and evening meals are included in the holiday cost beginning with the evening meal on Day 1 and 

finishing with breakfast on Day 5. Accommodation will be in a comfortable 3-star hotel, the Beggars Reach, 

in the village of Burton near Milford Haven; all rooms are non-smoking with private facilities. The hotel is in 

a tranquil setting surrounded by 9 acres of landscaped garden. Lunches and snacks are not included in the 

cost of the tour. The leaders will most likely stop for sandwiches or a pub lunch, depending on location and 

the day’s activities. 

Climate 

Pembrokeshire enjoys a temperate and mild climate with low rainfall and high sunshine along the coast. 

However, Pembrokeshire is subject to the vagaries of British weather and periods of rain are just as likely as 

prolonged sunshine. Waterproof clothing and footwear is recommended and warm garments are necessary 

for periods of time spent at sea. There is a risk of sunburn if the weather is clear during June and you need 

to be especially careful at sea, where it can feel deceptively cool on sunny days, as temperatures usually feel 

lower because of a sea breeze. 

Boat to Skomer 

Guiding and land transport during the tour and the Skomer boat trip are all included in the price. We will 

join the public ferry for our excursion to Skomer – this takes 50 passengers.  

Travel to and from Burton 

Burton is about 9 miles south of Haverfordwest, which has the nearest railway station. We would suggest 

taking a taxi if travelling by train as although there is a bus service to Burton (No. 308) the nearest stop is 1 

mile from the hotel. The bus service is operated by Edwards Brothers (01437 890230) and timetables can be 

viewed at www.pembrokeshire.gov.uk 

 

By car, travelling west from Carmarthen, follow the A40 to the St Clears roundabout and then the A477 to 

Pembroke Dock. At the main roundabout turn right and follow the signs for the Cleddau Toll Bridge. Cross 

the bridge and turn immediately right; after 2 miles Beggars Reach will be signposted to the right. 

Extensions 

As explained above, the trip to Skomer is rather weather dependent, so you may wish to consider an 

additional few days’ stay in this delightful area to allow further opportunities to make this crossing, should 

it have been disrupted during the tour. There would also be the opportunity for further boat trips either to 

visit Ramsey Island or to sail around the huge Gannet colony on the island of Grassholm. These can be 

arranged through Thousand Islands Expeditions https://thousandislands.co.uk/  Although any such extension 

would be unguided, your tour leader will be able to advise you on interesting places to visit in the area for 

wildlife. We would be able to assist in arranging accommodation for such an extension, if required. If this is 

something that appeals to you then please specify at the time of booking. 

http://www.pembrokeshire.gov.uk/content.asp?nav=838,839,1038&parent_directory_id=646&id=11469&Language=
https://thousandislands.co.uk/
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How to book your place! 

In order to book your place on this holiday, please give us a call on 01962 733051 with a credit or debit card, 

book online at www.naturetrek.co.uk, or alternatively complete and post the booking form at the back of our 

main Naturetrek brochure, together with a deposit of 20% of the holiday cost plus any room supplements if 

required. If you do not have a copy of the brochure, please call us on 01962 733051 or request one via our 

website. Please stipulate any special requirements, for example extension requests, at the time of booking. 

 

 

Skomer Island 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/

