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Outline Itinerary 

Day 1 Sail to Lundy from Bideford or 

Ilfracombe 

Day 2/3 Daily natural history excursions 

around Lundy 

Day 5 Sail to the mainland 

Departs 

June 

Focus 

Birds, Flowers and General Natural History 

Grading 

A. Easy day walks 

Dates and Prices 

See website (tour code GBR50) or brochure 

Highlights 

 Colonies of Guillemots, Razorbills and Puffins 

 Plants including Lundy Cabbage, Wood Vetch 

and Royal Fern 

 Listen for Manx Shearwaters returning to their 

burrows by night 

 A moth trap set in the garden at night. 

 Beautifully peaceful, with no cars 

 Amazing night sky clarity, the island has 

Special Dark Sky Status 

 A Marine Nature Reserve and SSSI 

 

 

Razorbill, Common Seal, Lundy Island 
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Introduction 

Lundy (the old Norse word for ‘Puffin’) measures just 3 miles from North to South, lies 12 miles off 

the north Devon coast, and is the largest island in the Bristol Channel. The whole island has been 

designated a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), and the surrounding waters are protected 

within England’s first Marine Nature Reserve. Lundy shows evidence of human occupation dating 

back to the Bronze Age, but nowadays has a resident population of 28 people and is owned by the 

National Trust. We will travel here on the island’s own vessel, the MS Oldenburg, which sails from 

either Bideford or Ilfracombe in north Devon. The two hour voyage is a great opportunity to look 

for seabirds and cetaceans, and enjoy views of the spectacular Devon coastline.  

Once on Lundy — which is traffic-free — we will be based in a comfortable, restored Victorian villa 

from where we’ll head out each day on foot to explore the island. In June, colonies of auks, 

especially Guillemots and Razorbills are at their busiest, Puffins nest on the western slopes, and the 

island is home to England’s largest Manx Shearwater colony, which numbers several thousand pairs! 

Optional night-time forays will enable us to look and listen for the shearwaters, although you may 

be able to hear them from your room! We will also visit the seabird colonies on the west side of the 

island, observe flocks of Soay Sheep grazing on high ground as well as Lundy Ponies, and see Grey 

Seals on the rocks below.  

June is also the peak time for some of Lundy’s special plants to be in flower, including its only 

endemic plant, the Lundy Cabbage, which in turn is host to two endemic beetles! The western cliffs 

should be clothed in carpets of Thrift and Sea Campion, and Rock Sea-spurrey and Sheep’s-bit also 

grow on these exposed areas. Balm-leaved Figwort and the scarce Wood Vetch grow on the more 

sheltered east side, and there are lush growths of ferns here too such as Hay-scented Buckler-fern, 

the magnificent Royal Fern and the rare Small Adder’s-tongue Fern. Despite Lundy’s small size, 

there is plenty to keep us interested during our stay. Sika Deer also live on the island, along with 

several species of bat, and we will look for various moths and butterflies before settling into the 

characterful Marisco Tavern for our evening meals after each day’s wildlife ambulation! 
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Itinerary 

NB. Please note that the itinerary below offers our planned programme of excursions.  However, adverse weather & other local 

considerations can necessitate some re-ordering of the programme during the course of the tour, though this will always be 

done to maximise best use of the time and weather conditions available. 

Day 1  Ferry to Lundy 

Today we sail from Bideford or Ilfracombe to Lundy, with the MS Oldenburg. Dates and times can 

vary each year and we will advise you of these when the tour becomes viable to operate. The first 

part of the two-hour journey takes us down the River Torridge at high tide and there is a chance of 

seeing some estuary birds on the way, such as Little Egret and Shelduck, and sometimes even a 

Peregrine on its favourite perch on the new road bridge over the river.  

 

Leaving the sheltered waters of the harbour we have our first chance of spotting Harbour Porpoise, 

and possibly the first seabirds of the trip, such as Razorbill and Manx Shearwater. As we approach 

Lundy we should look out for Common Dolphins, and more seabirds such as Gannets and Puffins.  

On arrival our luggage 

will be taken to our 

accommodation and we 

will walk up the beach 

road to the village, taking 

in the Lundy endemic 

plant, the Lundy 

Cabbage, on the way. 

Many other interesting 

plants can be found in 

this relatively sheltered 

part of the island which 

we will have plenty of 

time to re-visit.  

 

After checking in we will 

have a lunch break in the Marisco Tavern and then settle in to our accommodation in Millcombe 

House. In the afternoon we will take a gentle walk around the south end of the island, visiting the 

13th Century Castle, Rocket Pole Pond and the Old Lighthouse. We will look for the Small Adder’s-

tongue Fern here, and other coastal specialities such as Sea Storksbill and Rock Sea-spurrey.   

 

Lundy is noted for its very high population of Wheatears, but we should also find Rock and Meadow 

Pipits here, with Skylarks singing overhead. We take our evening meal in the Marisco Tavern. Those 

who feel like staying up late may want to listen out for Manx Shearwaters flying over the island, or 

look for moths visiting the moth trap set in the gardens of Millcombe House. 

 

Atlantic Puffin (Fratercula arctica 
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Day 2 Lundy  

The moth traps will be checked before breakfast, and there will also be time for a quick check 

around the sheltered walled gardens for migrant birds. After breakfast we will prepare a packed 

lunch and then head off for a day’s exploration of the west coast of Lundy.  

 

From the Old Light, at the highest point on Lundy we will follow the west coast a short way to the 

Battery, a collection of buildings in a dramatic setting half-way down the cliffs, built originally to 

warn passing ships of their proximity to the island. No longer in use, it now serves as an excellent 

platform for watching sea birds in a safe location. After spending some time here we return to the 

top of the cliff and continue northwards, checking out the Earthquake, a large chasm in the rocks 

filled with ferns. We will then spend some time at Jenny’s Cove, where the main concentration of 

seabirds can be found. This is one of the best sites for Puffins on Lundy, and although they will be 

a long way below us on 

the cliffs or on the sea, 

we should see plenty of 

them amongst the 

Guillemots and 

Razorbills which also 

nest here. This will be a 

good spot for a picnic, 

weather permitting, and 

after a break here we 

will continue 

northwards, checking all 

the likely spots for 

nesting sea birds, and 

also keeping an eye on 

the sea for cetaceans.   

 

We will eventually reach the north end of Lundy and the lonely North Lighthouse where a long 

flight of steps leads down to a platform where we can get close views of more seabirds and Grey 

Seals. We will have to tear ourselves away from this scenic spot and return to the south of the island, 

this time following the undulating road across the waved heath, where there is a chance of seeing 

Soay Sheep, more migrant birds, moorland flora and butterflies. Our evening meal will be taken in 

the Marisco Tavern again, and afterwards, there is the option to head to the west side again to 

listen for the calls of the Manx Shearwaters as they return to their nest burrows.  
 

Day 3 Lundy  

The moth traps will be checked again, and then after breakfast we will prepare our packed lunches 

and this time will follow the path along the sheltered east coast of the island where there is much 

more vegetation, and even a few tiny copses of trees.  

Short-beaked Common Dolphin (Delphinus delphis) 
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The resident Sika Deer prefer this part of the island, and we may also see the feral Goats in 

precarious sites on the rocks. A few seabirds are found on the cliffs here, but this is where rare 

migrant birds sometimes turn up, and where the resident land birds are more likely to occur.  

 

There are several abandoned quarries here, each one with interesting features to explore and there 

is much evidence of the former short-lived quarry industry to be seen. We may venture down the 

steep path to Quarry Beach where the flora is very different from other parts of Lundy and the 

sheltered conditions suit butterflies such as the Grayling. Continuing along the east side, we leave 

the quarries and find ourselves overlooking Brazen Ward – a former Tudor fortification – where we 

can reach sea level. This is a good spot for a picnic on calm days, and the resident Oystercatchers 

may be close by here, and we are likely to be watched by Grey Seals in the water below us.  

 

Our next landmark is Gannet’s Rock, last used by nesting Gannets over 100 years ago. It is now a 

site for other seabirds, and we may spot a Peregrine here as well. The path takes us to the top of 

the island where we find John O’Groat’s house, one of the earliest buildings on Lundy. We will return 

to the south of the 

island along the top 

path, but make a detour 

to Pondsbury, the 

largest body of 

freshwater on Lundy 

where many dragonflies 

can be found, and there 

is often a colourful 

display of Heath-

spotted Orchids here.  

 

After our evening meal 

in the Marisco Tavern 

there is another chance 

to listen out for Manx 

Shearwaters and observe the moth traps, and on a clear night, marvel at the amazing clarity of the 

night sky, for which Lundy has special dark sky status.  

 

Day 4 Lundy  

After the pre-breakfast activities of moth trapping and short bird-watching walks, we will explore 

the beach road area and the South Lighthouse where the flora is very distinctively different from 

other parts of the island due to the different rock types and more sheltered conditions. If the tide 

permits we may also be able to look at some of the marine life for which Lundy, the site of Britain’s 

first Marine Nature Reserve, is very well known.  

 

Heath-spotted Orchid (Dactylorhiza maculata) 
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We will return to the Marisco Tavern for a light lunch and then go back to the west coast once more 

for a final look at the seabird colonies. There is often more activity, especially from Puffins, in the 

late afternoon, and the light on the west of the island is more favourable at that time, so we will 

spend some time here watching the birds from the cliffs before we return for our final evening meal 

in the Tavern. 

Day 4 Depart Lundy  

We will have to vacate Millcombe House this morning, so after breakfast our luggage will be 

collected and we can take our day packs with us for a final walk, probably around the south end of 

the island again, depending on the weather. After lunch in the Tavern we will have plenty of time 

to wander slowly down to the jetty to board the Oldenburg for the return journey to Ilfracombe.  

We get our last views of Lundy as the boat heads east back to the mainland, and we may be joined 

by dolphins and seabirds as we travel. The final part of the journey takes us past the dramatic cliffs 

of the north Devon coast before we enter the sheltered harbour at Ilfracombe where the tour ends 
 
Weather, Clothing & Equipment 
 
The weather is of course unpredictable and we recommend bringing layers of clothing including a 

warm jumper/fleece and a waterproof jacket and waterproof walking boots. The island is rather 

exposed so if you feel the cold a warm hat and gloves may offer comfort on fresh mornings. 

Binoculars are required for the tour. A telescope will be very useful if you have one. 

 

What’s Included 
 
We shall be based in a comfortable, restored Victorian villa from where we’ll head out each day on 

foot to explore the island. All food is included in the cost of this holiday. 

 

Built in plain classical style in 1835 for the Heaven family, Millcombe House looks down a wooded 

valley and out to sea. Possibly the most elegant building on the island, it was built of stuccoed 

granite, and may well have been designed by the Bristol architect, Edwin Honeychurch. Millcombe 

is a pleasing and sociable house, planned around a central hall on the ground floor and a central 

staircase above. The terrace was 

added later. Originally called The 

Villa, it was renamed Millcombe by 

Martin Harman when he bought 

Lundy in 1925 after the watermill 

which gave the valley its name. 

Please see below a plan of the 

property. As you can see rooms are 

not en-suite here. There are though 

5 bathrooms with communal areas 

and a large kitchen to make for a 

great atmosphere and homely feel.  
Millcombe House 
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How to book your place 

In order to book your place on this holiday, please give us a call on 01962 733051 with a credit or 

debit card, book online at www.naturetrek.co.uk, or alternatively complete and post the booking 

form at the back of our main Naturetrek brochure, together with a deposit of 20% of the holiday 

cost plus any room supplements if required. If you do not have a copy of the brochure, please call 

us on 01962 733051 or request one via our website. Please stipulate any special requirements, for 

example extension requests, at the time of booking. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures 

and new dates, tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 
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