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Outline Itinerary 

Day 1 Ferry to Guernsey 

Day 2 – 4 Daily natural history excursions from 

Guernsey to Herm and a visit to Sark 

Day 5 Ferry to the UK 

 

Departs 

June – July 

Focus 

General natural history 

Grading 

All walking will be at a slow pace, with some steep 

uphill walking on narrow coastal paths. 

Dates and Prices 

See website www.naturetrek.co.uk (tour code 

GBR72)  

Highlights: 

• Elegant 4* hotel on Guernsey with daily 

excursions to Herm 

• Colonies of Guillemots, Razorbills and Puffins 

• Butterflies including Silver-studded Blue, Dark 

Green Fritillary and even Swallowtail possible 

• Numerous hawk-moths possible including 

Poplar, Pine, Privet and Hummingbird 

• Transport by ferry (no flights required) 

• Moth-traps and bat walks 

• Bird-ringing demonstration 

• Visit to the island of Sark 

• Beautifully peaceful with no cars! Guillemots, Silver-studded Blue, Herm 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
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Introduction 

Herm (the old Norse word for ‘arm’ due to the island’s shape) measures just 1.5 miles from north 

to south and 0.5 miles east to west. It is one of the smallest of the inhabited Channel Islands and 

with a population of just over 60 is beautifully unspoilt and with no cars, incredibly peaceful. 

Every inch of the island is steeped in history and mystery. The north end of the island is made up 

of beautiful beaches and a vast grassy common, where woolly mammoth roamed millions of years 

ago, Neolithic settlements have been found and recent digs uncovered evidence of a prehistoric 

beach. This is where smugglers landed with their wares hundreds of years ago, where pirates were 

hung as a warning to others, and where Prussian princesses walked in regal beauty. The east coast 

beaches, Shell and Belvoir, with soft white sand and clean blue water are perfect for swimming. The 

south coast is home to high cliffs, winding flower-lined paths and white foam waves. On the other 

side of the island is the harbour village, the hub of island life. 

At the time of our visit the cliffs will be alive with breeding seabirds, Puffins and other auks and we 

will take a boat out on one day to view the nesting cliffs and the passage of birds to and from their 

fishing expeditions at sea. 

We will run a moth-trap and enjoy seeing what has been attracted in the morning and we will go 

on a bat-walk one evening after dinner using a detector and on our short walks around the island 

we will discover the diverse flora it has to offer. 

Weather permitting there will also be a bird-ringing demonstration carried out by the tour leader. 

On one day we will take a boat trip to the larger, neighbouring island of Sark. On our crossing we 

have a chance to see dolphins as both Bottlenose and Common are regularly seen. Our full day on 

the island will enable us to see variety of habitats with butterflies, flowers and more seabird cliffs 

providing the natural history highlights. 

We will stay at the wonderful 4-star Fermain Valley Hotel on Guernsey for the duration of the 

holiday. Located just 9-minutes from the harbour, and a 15-minute crossing to Herm, the hotel has 

very comfortable and spacious rooms, fine restaurant, and a swimming pool with sauna. 

 

 

 

 

 
Shell Beach 
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Itinerary 
NB. Please note that the itinerary below offers our planned programme of excursions.  However, adverse weather & other local 

considerations can necessitate some re-ordering of the programme during the course of the tour, though this will always be 

done to maximise best use of the time and weather conditions available. 

Day 1 Ferry to Guernsey 

We use Condor’s fast-ferry option which is normally a morning departure from Poole, a sailing of 

3 hours. After settling into our rooms we will gather for our first dinner in the hotel restaurant, 

introductions and an outline of the tour. Weather permitting, we will set up a moth trap in the hotel 

grounds, the contents of which we can explore after breakfast the following mornings and we hope 

will in previous years has included beautiful hawk-moths or tigers. 

Day 2 Herm 

After a delicious breakfast at the 

hotel, we can examine the moth-

catch. 

We will then make the short 

journey to the inter-island quay 

and make the short crossing over 

to Herm. The island’s south coast 

cliffs offer some of the best scenery 

in the Bailiwick of Guernsey and we 

can take in the views across to all 

the other Channel Islands as well as 

the nearby coast of France. During 

our leisurely stroll we’ll discover 

the diverse flora and fauna packed 

into this little island. In summer birds will be nesting across the island and we should encounter 

such species as Common Whitethroat, Stonechat and Linnet. Butterflies we hope to see include 

Common Blue, Small Heath, Grayling and Wall (the latter now increasingly rare in the UK). We will 

also look for day-flying moths such as the tiny but attractive Scarce Purple-and-gold (Pyrausta 

ostrinalis), Silver-barred Sable (Pyrausta cingulata) and Five-spot Burnet (Zygaena lonicerae). 

Plants that we should encounter include Burnet Rose, Viper's Bugloss, Sea Bindweed and Sea-holly. 

After lunch we will take a boat trip around the island visiting a Puffin colony amongst other 

breeding seabirds. The boat trip takes around three hours after which we will be returned to 

Guernsey and will make our way back to the hotel, after an exciting day on Herm. 

After dinner at the hotel, for those that wish, there will be the option to take in the night air in 

search of bats using a bat-detector.  

Herm 
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Although Guernsey has a 

long-established natural 

history society (La Société 

Guernesiaise) founded in 

1882, there has been very 

little study of the flora and 

fauna of Herm so our 

today’s exploration and 

recording may have the 

added frisson of adding 

new species to the island 

list!  

 

Day 3 Sark 

Today we will make a full-day visit to the larger neighbouring island of Sark. This privately-

chartered boat trip will take us through the best spot in the Channel Islands for dolphin sightings 

with both Bottlenose and Common possible. Sark is 4.5 square miles in size with 550 inhabitants, 

hardly a metropolis but certainly busier than Herm! The whole of Sark is criss-crossed with beautiful 

walking routes but the walk around the southern section known as ‘Little Sark’ is particularly 

memorable. There are many interesting plants to be found and we should come across Silver-

studded Blue and Dark Green Fritillary butterflies. The former is not recorded anywhere else on the 

Channel Islands. 

La Sablonnerie Hotel is a charming place to take afternoon tea amongst the flowers. From here 

we’ll head along the west side of the island past views of neighbouring Brecqhou island, and 

through areas of gorse thick 

with bees and butterflies. 

Along the coastal cliffs here we 

will see Razorbills, Puffins and 

the largest Guillemot colony in 

the Channel Islands as well as 

breeding Fulmars, 

Oystercatchers and Peregrine 

Falcons.  

We will return to Guernsey in 

time for dinner after an 

exhilarating day. 

 

 

Sark 

Puffin in seas around Herm © J. Horton 
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Day 4 Herm 

After breakfast there will be the chance to attend a bird-ringing demonstration with the tour leader. 

Seeing bird’s close-up in the hand is an unforgettable experience and your guide will explain the 

methodology and the scientific benefits gained from the process. The information gathered can 

help us better understand the movements of birds and consequently aid their protection. 

We will then make our crossing to Herm where we can enjoy various wildlife walks, including along 

the beaches where we will search for the red data-listed Atlantic Scaly Cricket (Pseudomogoplistes 

vicentae).  

After a delicious lunch, we will visit the common at the north end of the island where we can find 

a host of wildlife, before making the short crossing back to Guernsey after a good examination of 

Herm and its wildlife. 

Day 5 Inbound Ferry 

This morning we’ll walk on the coastal path from the hotel where one particular species we hope 

to encounter is the Short-toed Treecreeper (a species absent from the British mainland). Though 

subject to Condor ferry timings (who have the monopoly on the route), traditionally the inbound 

ferry departure is in the late afternoon, so we should have plenty of time to enjoy a relaxing final 

day in the Channel Islands. 

 

What’s Included 

We will stay at the wonderful 4-star Fermain Valley Hotel on Guernsey for the duration of the 

holiday. Located just 9-

minutes from the harbour, 

and a 15-minute crossing to 

Herm, the hotel has very 

comfortable and spacious 

rooms, fine restaurant, and 

a swimming pool with 

sauna. Breakfasts and 

dinners are included in the 

tour price. Lunches are not 

included in the cost of this 

tour and offer the chance 

for something lighter for 

those who wish. 

 

We shall use the upgraded Gold Balcony rooms as standard, all rooms are en suite with double 

and twin-bedded rooms available.  

 

Fermain Valley Hotel 
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During our stay you’ll have full use of the hotel’s pool and sauna. In addition you can also purchase 

a range of treatments whilst at the hotel. 

Travel to Herm 

Subject to scheduling, we will travel with Condor Ferries from Poole to St Peter Port in Guernsey. 

Based here, we will make daily crossings to Herm. Further information regarding the on-board 

facilities and schedules can be found on the Condor Ferries website: 

https://www.condorferries.co.uk/ferry-routes-ports/ferries-to-guernsey. 

 

Whilst we are aiming to make this tour as carbon-neutral as possible, there is the option to fly to 

Guernsey (from Bristol, East Midlands, London Gatwick, Manchester, Exeter, Birmingham and 

Southampton and seasonal flights from Leeds Bradford – please note that some of these routes 

may require an extra night in Guernsey). 

To travel to the Channel Islands from the UK, all passengers are required to provide photographic 

ID (Passport, Photographic Driving Licence, National ID card, Citizen card, etc) at the check-in 

desk. 

Poole 

The port at Poole is easily accessible, with a choice of routes into town. At the terminal there is car 

and caravan parking and, in the summer months, a restaurant and bar. There is a parking facility 

opposite the terminal. The charges for this facility are for 24-hour periods and, at the time of 

writing, for a car is currently £10.00.  

Accommodation at Poole 

For accommodation in Poole contact the tourist office: 

Poole Tourism 

Enefco House 

19 The Quay 

Poole 

Dorset  

BH13 1HJ 

01202 123 800 

How to book your place 

In order to book your place on this holiday, please give us a call on 01962 733051 with a credit or 

debit card, book online at www.naturetrek.co.uk, or alternatively complete and post the booking 

form at the back of our main Naturetrek brochure, together with a deposit of 20% of the holiday 

cost plus any room supplements if required. If you do not have a copy of the brochure, please call 

us on 01962 733051 or request one via our website. Please stipulate any special requirements, for 

example extension requests, at the time of booking.  

https://www.condorferries.co.uk/ferry-routes-ports/ferries-to-guernsey
http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/

