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Itinerary 

Day 1 Meet at our accommodation  

Days 2/3/4 Lulworth Cove, Portland Bill, Alners 

Gorse & other sites 

Departs 

June 

Focus 

Butterflies; birds and Odonata too 

Grading 

Grade A. Easy to moderate walks, all taken at a slow 

pace, and mostly on easy paths and flat ground. See 

grading section. 

Dates and Prices 

See www.naturetrek.co.uk (tour code GBR 77) 

Highlights 

 

• Lulworth Skippers and Grayling along Dorset’s 

picturesque coastline 

• Silver-studded Blues on chalk 

hillsides/heathlands 

• White-letter Hairstreaks  

• Orchids and rare Odonata at various locations 

Lulworth Skipper, White-letter Hairstreak & Silver-studded Blues. 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
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Introduction 

 

Dorset’s coastline is unique in that it supports one of the most range-restricted species in the British 

Isles. The Lulworth Skipper, once found in the neighbouring county of Devon, is now endemic to 

Dorset, ranging from Portland Bill in the west of its range, east to Durlston Head. Thankfully, it has 

a long flight period ranging from the end of May, all the way to the end of August, allowing plenty 

of time to find this species with other sought-after butterflies close-by.  

 

A range of blue butterflies will be on the wing, including the heathland specialist, the Silver-studded 

Blue. Although this species favours acidic heathlands, there are also locations where it survives on 

chalk hillsides, and we will aim to search these two habitat-types. White-letter Hairstreak is also a 

difficult species to come by, only coming down to nectar for short periods during the day. With 

plentiful highlights on offer, we will hope for good weather as we search far and wide for the mid-

summer species. 

 

The length of this tour makes allowance for the unpredictable British summer weather, where on 

wet and cooler days, butterflies will be inactive, and finding any species could prove difficult. There 

is, however, plenty of other natural history to find along the way, with the likes of the rare Bog 

Orchid, several species of birds and a range of wildflowers. 
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Itinerary 

Please note that the itinerary below offers our planned programme of excursions.  However, 

adverse weather & other local considerations can necessitate some re-ordering of the 

\programme during the course of the tour, though this will always be done to maximise best 

use of the time and weather conditions available. 

Day 1  Arrive at Dorchester 

Today we will meet at our hotel in or close to Dorchester in the late afternoon to enjoy an 

introductory talk and dinner together.  

Day 2/3/4 Coastal & Inland Locations  

During the course of this holiday, we will pay particular attention to the Lulworth Skipper population 

on the Isle of Portland. Despite their abundance here, finding them may prove more challenging 

than one might expect, as their size compared to the fractionally larger Small Skipper can make 

then difficult to locate. However, we are sure to find this county endemic, alongside other skipper 

species, whilst nearby, Grayling, and on rare occasions, Large Tortoiseshell may be found. The latter 

has good and bad years and is in no way guaranteed, but could be a rare treat. 

 

A small local nature reserve inland 

supports the rarest UK native 

species in the county, this being 

the inconspicuous White-letter 

Hairstreak. Hairstreaks are 

renowned for their elusive nature, 

and the White-letter is no different 

as they spend the majority of their 

time high up amongst English Elm, 

however, they do come down to 

nectar, therefore, patience will be 

required. Other likely species here 

will include White Admiral, 

Speckled Wood and Small Heath, 

amongst others. 

 

Heathland habitats will also feature and this is where we aim to find the stunning Silver-studded 

Blue. Dorset certainly has a stronghold of this species compared to other counties in the UK, and 

finding them shouldn’t prove too difficult. Common Blues will also be present, presenting a minor 

identification challenge. Rare Odonata may prove an added bonus on this section of the tour; gentle 

and narrow stretches of water are the perfect hiding place for the Scarce-blue-tailed Damselfly. 

Small Red Damselfly will be a likely addition to the list. Dartford Warbler, Hobby and Tree Pipit will 

almost certainly feature too.  

 

Grayling 
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If the weather is favourable, we expect to 

find over twenty species of butterfly on 

this tour. An attempt to view or run moth 

trap will be taken, but please note this 

isn’t guaranteed. 

 

Enough time will be spent at each 

location to fully appreciate all the wildlife 

we encounter, so expect this tour to be 

slow-paced with plenty of time for 

photography.  

 

 

Tour Grading & focus 

For the most part, walking will be on flat ground, though at times, a few steep hills will have to be 

negotiated. Distances covered each day will not range any more than two miles. 

Butterflies will be our main focus during this short break, though birds, dragonflies and orchids will 

not be ignored. 

Weather, clothing & equipment 

We will hope for warm, sunny days, but do come prepared for all eventualities on this tour! 

Therefore, warm clothing and footwear, waterproofs and sun cream should all be packed.  

Food and accommodation included in the price 

Breakfast and evening meals are included in the holiday cost beginning with the evening meal on 

Day 1 and finishing with breakfast on Day 4. Accommodation will be in comfortable twin and 

double, all of which are en-suite within reach of the key wildlife sites which we will be visiting during 

this tour. The drives each day shall be between thirty minutes to an hour if traffic is kind. Lunches, 

daytime snacks and drinks are not included in the cost of this tour, and to maximise our time in the 

field, we will likely stop at supermarkets in the mornings to grab our lunch for the day.  

How to book your place 

In order to book your place on this holiday, please give us a call on 01962 733051 with a credit or 

debit card, book online at www.naturetrek.co.uk, or alternatively complete and post the booking 

form at the back of our main Naturetrek brochure, together with a deposit of 20% of the holiday 

cost plus any room supplements if required. If you do not have a copy of the brochure, please call 

us on 01962 733051 or request one via our website. Please stipulate any special requirements, for 

example extension requests, at the time of booking. 

 

White Admiral 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/

