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Outline itinerary 

Day 1 Fly Budapest and transfer to Kiskunság 

National Park. 

Day 2 Kiskunság National Park. 

Day 3/5 Zemplen Hills.  

Day 6/7 Hortobágy National Park. 

Day 8 Fly London. 

 

Departs 

May 

Focus 

Birds 

Grading 

A/B. Day walks only 

Dates and Prices 

Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk (tour code HUN03) or see the  
current Naturetrek brochure 

Highlights 

 Look for Great Bustard in the Kiskunság & Hortobágy 
National Parks.  

 Raptors including Imperial, Short-toed & Lesser 
Spotted Eagles, Saker & Red-footed Falcon.  

 Scan the fishponds of the Hortobágy for herons, 
ducks & migrant waders. 

 Explore the forested Zemplin Hills for White-backed 
Woodpecker, Ural Owl & Collared Flycatcher. 

 Colourful Bee-eaters, Hoopoes & Rollers.  

 Warblers including Savi's, Moustached, Marsh, Great 
Reed, River & Barred.  

 Opportunity to extend your tour in Budapest, 
Hungary's vibrant capital city.  

 Led by expert naturalist guides. 

Eurasian Bittern 

From top: Eurasian Bittern, Great Bustard, European Bee-eater. 
Images by Paul Marshall & Shutterstock Images 
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NB. Please note that the itinerary below offers our planned programme of excursions.  However, 

adverse weather & other local considerations can necessitate some re-ordering of the programme 

during the course of the tour, though this will always be done to maximise best use of the time and 

weather conditions available.   

Day 1 Kiskunság National Park 

We depart London's Heathrow Airport on an early morning flight to Budapest, the Hungarian capital. After 

arriving at Budapest Ferenc Liszt Airport we meet our local guide and driver, and head southwards into the 

Kiskunság region, much of it a national park. After just 30 minutes we will be in the north of this rural area. As 

we head to our first hotel we will make roadside stops for birds, which should include our first White Storks on 

nests and perhaps Roller and Lesser Grey Shrike on wires or tops of bushes. Upon arrival there should be time 

before dinner for a local birding walk. We will spend our first 2 nights in a pleasant hotel with an excellent 

restaurant serving traditional Magyar dishes. 

 

Please note: There is unlikely to be time to explore Budapest on this holiday. Should you wish to see a little more 

of Hungary's beautiful capital city we would recommend you extend your stay at the end, or beginning, of the 

holiday (please call the Naturetrek office on 01962 733051 for more information on extensions). 

Day 2 Kiskunság National Park 

We have a full day to explore the excellent Kiskunság region, a flat plain between the Danube and Tisza rivers. 

This region offers us a fantastic range of habitats to explore, including grasslands (puszta), sandy dune-like hills, 

farmlands, marshes, gravel-pits, reedbeds, woodlands and fishponds. Although we are sure to see a wide range of 

the migrant birds that move through this region in May, we will be especially on the look out for two of 

Hungary's rarer resident species, the magnificent Saker (which is featured on the 50 Forint coin), and the Great 

Bustard, Hungary's national bird. These huge birds are notoriously shy, but the Kiskunság with its traditional 

farming techniques, supports a good population and we stand an excellent chance of encountering this 

spectacular species, the heaviest of all the world’s flying birds! Syrian Woodpecker can be found in many villages 

and Hoopoes out in the sandy areas, whilst the grasslands and marshes hold such species as Stone Curlew, Black-

winged Stilt, Kentish Plover, Collared Pratincole and Mediterranean Gull. Great White Egret and Purple Heron 

are also quite common. Late in the afternoon we will return to our hotel for a second night. 

Days 3 - 5 Zemplen Hills 

For our next three nights we head north-east to the Zemplen Hills. The Zemplen are characterised by dense 

broad-leaved forests, traditionally farmed fields, flowering meadows and vineyards. This is the best area in the 

country for Ural and Eagle Owls (both of which we hope to find) and no less than nine species of woodpecker 

including the rare White-backed Woodpecker. It is also rich in birds of prey, including Goshawk, Short-toed 

Eagle, Lesser Spotted Eagles and Eastern Imperial Eagle; indeed the Zemplen Hills hold an iternationally 

important breeding population of Eastern Imperial Eagles, the highest in Europe! 

 

The scratchy ‘crex-crex-crex’ call of the Corncrake may be all we record of this secretive species, but there will be 

many more obvious birds to enjoy such as Woodlark, Red-backed Shrike, Black Redstart, Collared Flycatcher, 
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Barred Warbler, Hoopoe and Golden Oriole to name but a few. We will keep our day to day itineary in the 

Zemplen Hills flexible to take account of the weather, recent bird sightings and the advice of our local guides.  

Day 6 Hortobágy National Park 

Following breakfast we depart for the Hortobágy National Park, passing through villages with dozens of nesting 

White Storks en route. We will make various stops as we travel, including at a colony of colourful Bee-eaters. 

Eventually we cross the River Tisza and enter the Great Plains of the Hortobágy where we will notice the 

dramatic change in the landscape, from rolling hills and vineyards, to vast fields of sunflowers and grasslands 

dotted with fish farms. Our journey will be enlivened by the road-side views of birds typical of the plains of 

eastern Europe, such as Rollers, Lesser Grey Shrikes, Red-footed Falcons and Hoopoes and birds we may see 

during our stops include Marsh and Montagu's Harriers, Black Tern, River and Icterine Warblers and Great 

White Egret. We aim to arrive at Tiszafured late afternoon, our base for our stay in the Hortobágy National 

Park. We will round the day off with a brief stroll from our hotel before returning to the hotel for dinner.  

Day 7 Hortobágy National Park 

Today we will explore the grasslands and fish ponds of the Hortobágy National Park. We will first make a short 

journey by road into the heart of the Park, before setting off on foot across the 'puszta' - a Hungarian term 

meaning lowland grazing grasslands and semi-steppe. This will give us another opportunity to look for the 

magnificent Great Bustard, plus Saker Falcon, Long-legged Buzzard, Tawny Pipit and other species we would 

have first seen in the Kiskunság National Park at the start of the tour.  

 

In the afternoon we will turn out attention to the vast fish-pond complexes that characterise the wetter areas of 

the Hortobágy. This is prime wetland habitat, the water systems being dotted with islands and large Phragmites 

reedbeds. Not surprisingly, this fantastic area holds a rich and diverse bird-life; indeed it is one of the most 

important sites in central Europe. At this time of year the reedbeds resound to a cacophony of song from the 

vast populations of marsh-dwelling warblers, from the loud, harsh notes of Great Reed Warblers, to the sweeter, 

mellow song of Marsh and Moustached Warblers and the reeling of Savi's Warblers. Bluethroats and Penduline 

Tits also breed in the reedbed areas. The marshes hold good numbers of breeding herons and egrets, and a 

highlight should be a mixed colony of Spoonbill, Great White Egret, Purple Heron and Glossy Ibis. Both Night 

and Squacco Herons, Bittern and Little Egrets also breed in the area. Other interesting species include 

Whiskered Tern, Black-necked Grebe and Pygmy Cormorant, whilst migrating waders and wildfowl further 

augment the variety.  

Day 8 London 

This morning we will drive back to Budapest (two hours) in time to catch our early-afternoon British Airways 

flight back to London. 
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Tour grading 

This tour is graded A/B, consisting of day walks only.  We will travel to each site by minibus, then take leisurely 

walks to explore the area, generally over easy terrain, although some paths can be rough in places.  The holiday is 

therefore suitable for anyone who enjoys walking in the countryside and is of an ‘average’ level of fitness.  

Food & accommodation included in the price 

All food and accommodation are included in the price of this holiday. All rooms have private facilities and single 

occupancy is available at the single supplement price outlined above.  

How to book your place 

In order to book a place on this holiday, you will need to read our main Naturetrek brochure and complete and 

return the enclosed booking form together with a deposit of 20% of the holiday cost.  If you do not have a copy 

of this brochure, please call us now on 01962 733051.  Alternatively you are welcome to book on the internet by 

visiting www.naturetrek.co.uk, or telephone us and make a booking with a credit or debit card. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

 

 

 


