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Dates 

 

 

      

2020 

 
Saturday 7th November – Sunday 15th November 
£1,995 
 

2021 

 
Saturday 6th November – Sunday 14th November 
£1,995 
 

2022 

 
Saturday 5th November – Sunday 13th November 
£2,195 
 

Single room supplement 
From £395 

Grading 
A/B (easy to moderate). Mostly easy walks (with some 
short ascents) near the coast  

Focus 
Birds 

 

 

 

 

From top: Black-capped Kingfisher, Sri Lanka Frogmouths & 

Backwoods Camp 
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Introduction 

Goa is a former Portuguese enclave on the west coast of India, about 200 kilometres south of the bustling metropolis 

of Mumbai (Bombay). Hardly larger than Devon, Goa offers a relaxed, comfortable and bird-filled introduction to 

India for first-time visitors, and a refreshingly ‘easy’ and yet diverse destination for more experienced visitors to the 

subcontinent. The combination of guaranteed sunshine, wonderful food (Goans invented the Vindaloo and complexly 

spiced ‘Chacuti’ dishes!) and great tropical birding makes this an excellent holiday destination.  

 

Our first base, near the beaches at Baga, will give us a chance of seeing some of the commoner and more widespread 

species, as well as some of the regional specialties. Our exploration of the interior, centred round Backwoods 

comfortable permanent camp, offers a chance to see some of the more secretive forest species, and some of the 

region’s true rarities. Travel time by road will be kept to a minimum, and many of the sites are accessed only on foot, 

making this a peaceful and easy-paced holiday, notwithstanding the expected long bird list! 

Day 1  Saturday 

In Flight 

We will depart from London Gatwick early evening, arriving in Goa the following morning.  

Days 2 – 4  Sunday – Tuesday 

Goa 

After arrival at 08.30am, we will transfer immediately to our hotel, the Resort Marinha Dourada or hotel of a similar 

standard. The Marinha Dourada is situated in a peaceful village within walking distance of the famous Baga beach and 

it has well-furnished, en suite rooms. It has a range of sport and health facilities, including a swimming pool, tennis 

court, steam room and health suite.  

 

En route, we can expect to see our first Brahminy and Black Kites, Indian Pond Herons, Eastern Cattle Egrets, Indian 

Rollers and Black Drongos. Ideally situated about a mile away from the main tourist beaches of Baga, our hotel offers 

first class birding from the balcony of our rooms – Ospreys fish in the ponds by the hotel lobby, which are also 

frequented by Black-winged Stilts, Marsh Sandpipers, White-breasted and Pied Kingfishers, White-breasted Waterhen 

and a variety of other waterside birds. Just across the road, there are rice paddies and dry fields which teem with birds 

such as Malabar Crested Lark, Blyth’s and Paddyfield Pipits, White-browed Wagtail, Red-wattled Lapwing, Little 

Green Bee-eater, Long-tailed Shrike, Indian Robin, Wire-tailed Swallow, Blyth’s Reed and Greenish Warblers. 

Overhead, Oriental Honey-buzzards, Brahminy and Black Kites (of the local Indian form), Long-legged Buzzards and 

Booted Eagles vie for airspace with the occasional White-bellied Sea Eagle powering over with a fish in its talons. 

 

The dry woodlands immediately behind our hotel allow us to get to grips with some of the commoner forest species, 

and we’ll hope to see Rufous Treepie, Oriental Magpie-robin, Jungle Crow and perhaps Spotted Owlet, plus some 

migrants such as Red-breasted Flycatcher or even Brown Shrike. Just down the road the more extensive and mature 

woods on Baga Hill will repay close attention. Here, we should find our first sunbirds, such as Purple-rumped and 

Loten’s, as well as Pale-billed Flowerpecker, Black-rumped Flameback, Rufous Woodpecker, Tailorbird, Ashy and 

White-bellied Drongos, Chestnut-tailed Starling, Common Iora, Golden-fronted Leafbird, Tickell’s Blue Flycatcher 

and Red-whiskered Bulbul. Careful searching may reveal Puff-throated Babblers in the undergrowth, a roosting Jungle 
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Owlet, or even a Banded Bay Cuckoo. We will certainly encounter some noisy Greater Coucals crashing about, and 

the open grasslands on top of the hill hold Blue-tailed Bee-eaters, Black-headed Cuckoo-shrikes and Barred 

Buttonquail, as well as providing opportunities for seeing a variety of raptors. 

 

Just a mile from the hotel, there is a small wetland area which offers some excellent evening birding. Here, we will 

find a wide range of wetland passerines, such as Scaly-breasted Munia, Clamorous Reed Warbler and Siberian 

Stonechat. In addition, large raptors such as the newly ‘split’ Indian Spotted Eagle may appear, along with the fantastic 

Stork-billed and Black-capped Kingfishers, various egrets and herons, including Cinnamon and perhaps Yellow 

Bitterns, the very elusive and local Watercock and, if we are very fortunate, the nocturnal Greater Painted-snipe. 

Whether or not we see the latter, the large flocks of Small Pratincoles over the flooded fields will provide a memorable 

finish to the day. 

 

Slightly further afield, we’ll make an evening excursion to an estuarine site a few miles to the north. Here, we can 

expect to see various passerines, such as Brahminy Starling, Asian Brown Flycatcher or Black-headed Bunting, but 

our main targets will be the shorebirds, gulls and terns. The roosting flocks should contain Greater and Lesser Sand 

Plovers, Kentish Plover, and a wide range of commoner Holarctic waders. Terns should include both Greater and 

Lesser Crested, Little and Gull-billed, and the gull flocks will comprise mostly barabensis Caspian Gulls, along with 

Brown-headed, Heuglin’s and some Great Black-headed Gulls. We’ll keep a special eye out for Barred Buttonquail at 

this site. 

Day 5  Wednesday 

Wetland & lowland birding 

We make an early start for the hills of the Western Ghats today, stopping en route at various wetland sites in the 

lowlands to look for regional specialties such as Yellow-wattled Lapwing, before moving on to visit some different 

habitats. Before long, the road begins to climb through cool forests, and frequent stops will give us the chance to see 

numerous new birds, such as Black Bulbul, Asian Fairy Bluebird, Large Woodshrike, Crested Treeswift, Scarlet 

Minivet and Brown-cheeked Fulvetta. We may encounter some more elusive migrant species such as Brown-breasted 

Flycatcher or Western Crowned Warbler, and we will then be starting to enter the right habitat for finding monsoon 

forest species such as Black-naped Monarch, Verditer and Asian Paradise Flycatchers, Malabar Grey Hornbill, 

Chestnut-headed Bee-eater, Vernal Hanging Parrot and Speckled Piculet.  

 

Higher still, we approach the famous Molem National Park, Goa’s largest and most remote tract of intact forest. On 

the very edge of the Park, near the village of Tambdi Surla, with its ancient temple, we find our home for the next 

three nights – the tranquil and very comfortable Backwoods permanent camp. This camp is situated in Bhagwan 

Mahveer Wildlife Sanctuary, close to the small village of Dhargem and the 11th century Tambdi Surla Hindu temple. 

The camp is in a scenic location, surrounded by forest, rice paddies and small streams. It offers simple but comfortable 

canvas tents or wooden huts which have their own bathroom with toilet, shower and washbasin. The restaurant serves 

traditional Indian food, designed to suit western tastes! 
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Days 6 – 8   Thursday – Saturday 

Backwoods Camp 

There are fantastic birding opportunities at Backwoods Camp and we’ll be looking for Orange-headed Ground-

thrushes hopping past our tents, attended by White-rumped Shama, while a Common Hawk Cuckoo may fly past 

before disappearing into the trees. Heart-spotted Woodpeckers frequent the large bamboo stands, while Malabar Pied 

Hornbills use the clearings just outside the camp, and an Indian Peafowl might wander by. The jewel-like Indian Pitta 

may even put in an appearance for the patient! Within walking distance of the camp, Velvet-fronted Nuthatch, Greater 

Racket-tailed Drongo, Black-naped Oriole, Pompadour Green Pigeon, Malabar Whistling Thrush and Grey 

Junglefowl should all be encountered. Tropical forest birding is characterized by long periods of quiet, followed by 

frantic activity as a multi-species feeding flock moves through – it’s hard to beat! Yellow-browed, Grey-headed and 

Black-headed Yellow Bulbuls may all feed together, along with Black-headed Babbler, White-bellied Blue Flycatcher 

and Indian Black-lored Tit. 

 

Further into the forests we will seek out the fabulous Malabar Trogon, Mountain Imperial Pigeon, Red Spurfowl and 

even Blue-bearded Bee-eater. Open grassy clearings can hold large flocks of Red-headed and Black-headed Buntings, 

various larks, and sometimes Red Collared Dove or Blue-faced Malkoha. New raptors overhead should include 

Crested Serpent and Chestnut-bellied Eagles, while in the area around the temple we may find Pacific Swift, White-

rumped Needletail and Indian Edible-nest Swiftlet, plus Jungle Nightjar at dusk. Once night has fallen, we will seek 

out nightbirds such as Oriental and Collared Scops Owls, and Spot-bellied Eagle Owls; we also have a chance of 

finding Sri Lanka Frogmouth.  

 

On the final day, after a morning in the forest, we’ll make our way back down to the coast, stopping en route to try 

and find any of the mid-altitude species we may have missed, and also at a fantastic wetland site near the old Portuguese 

capital of Goa. Here we should see large flocks of waterfowl, including Cotton Pygmy-goose, Comb Duck, Lesser 

Whistling-duck and Garganey, along with Bronze-winged and Pheasant-tailed Jacanas, Purple Swamp-hen, Little and 

Indian Cormorants and various herons and egrets. If time permits, we will visit another local lake which has held 

Lesser Adjutant and Oriental Darter in the past, and perhaps an agricultural area frequented by Rose-coloured 

Starlings, Black-shouldered Kite and even Brown Hawk Owl. We will return to our hotel at Baga for our final dinner 

and log session. 

Day 9  Sunday 

Goa to London 

This morning we’ll transfer to the airport to check in for our return flight to London. We depart mid-morning to 

catch our flight to London Gatwick, arriving back at about 3.35pm.  

 

NB. Please note that the itinerary offers our planned programme of excursions. However, adverse weather 

and other local considerations can necessitate some reordering of the programme during the course of the 

tour, though this will always be done to maximise best use of the time and weather conditions available.   
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Grading 

A/B (Easy to moderate). Mostly easy walks (with some short ascents) near the coast. Longer, mostly gentle, walks in 

the hills.  

Weather 

Hot, dry, sunny weather is expected throughout this tour, although it will be chilly in the early mornings and late 

evenings. It will be warm during the day and quite humid near the coast. Expect cool nights, especially in the hills.  

Clothing 

Please inspect the full clothing list which will be sent to you on booking.  

Food & accommodation 

All food and accommodation is included in the holiday cost.  

Flights 

We use TUI chartered flights for this holiday. 

Extra expenses 

Please note that we do not include the following in the cost of this holiday: all items of a more personal nature such 

as drinks, laundry and souvenirs.  

Entry requirements 

All UK passport holders and most other nationalities require a visa for India, which is obtainable in advance from 

your nearest embassy. No vaccinations are mandatory for entry, but as recommended in our brochure we think it is 

wise to also be protected against TB, polio, typhoid, tetanus and hepatitis A and to take malaria prophylactics. Above 

all, please consult your GP about your individual requirements as soon as possible before travelling.  

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures, new dates, tour 

reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up.  

How to book your place 

In order to book your place on this holiday, please give us a call on 01962 733051 with a credit or debit card, book 

online at www.naturetrek.co.uk, or alternatively complete and post the booking form at the back of our main 

Naturetrek brochure, together with a deposit of 20% of the holiday cost plus any room supplements if required. If 

you do not have a copy of the brochure, please call us on 01962 733051 or request one via our website. Please stipulate 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
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any special requirements, for example extension requests or connecting/regional flights, at the time of booking. Please 

note that as all our Bargain Selection tours are carefully costed on maximum group sizes to maximise value for money, it 

may be necessary to impose a small group surcharge of up to 10% on groups falling short of 10. 

 

 

 

 

 


