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Outline itinerary 

Day 1 Depart London 

Day 2 Delhi 

Day 3 Temples of Khajuraho 

Day 4/6 Panna Tiger Reserve 

Day 7 Orchha 

Day 8 Agra  

Day 9 Taj Mahal at sunrise. 

Fatehpur Sikri; overnight Bharatpur 

Day 10/11 Bharatpur Bird Sanctuary 

Day 12 Evening train to Delhi 

Day 13 Fly London 

  

Ranthambore extension 

Day 12/15 Ranthambore Tiger Reserve 

Day 16 Evening Train to Delhi 

Day 17 Fly London 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
From top: White-eyed Buzzard, Tiger & Khajuraho 



 

Dates & Costs 

 

2020 

 

Thursday 29th October – Tuesday 10th November 2020                                  Cost: £3,495 

Extensions:  to Saturday 14th November 2020                                                  Cost: £1095 

 

2021 

 

Thursday 28th January – Tuesday 9th February 2021                                      Cost: £3,495 

Extensions: to Saturday 13th February 2021                                                     Cost: £1095     

 

Thursday 28th October – Tuesday 9th November 2021                                    Cost: £3,495 

Extensions:  to Saturday 13th November 2021                                                  Cost: £1095 

 

2022 

 

Thursday 27th January – Tuesday 12th February 2022                                     Cost: £3,495 

Extensions: to Saturday 12th February 2022                                                     Cost: £1095     

 

Thursday 27th October – Tuesday 12th November 2022                                   Cost: £3,495 

Extensions:  to Saturday 12th November 2022                                                  Cost: £1095 

 

Cost  
£3,495 (London/London);  
 
Extension: £1095 
 
£500 reduction if booked without flights, land only trip. 

Single room supplement 
£495 (extension: £225) 

Grading 

A. A wildlife and sightseeing tour that includes no strenuous walking 

Focus 

India’s cultural heritage, mammals and birds 
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Introduction 

Panna (National Park and) Tiger Reserve is situated 

in a stunning location by the Ken River and is a little 

off the general tourist map, which means we can 

enjoy its beauty and wildlife to the full in peaceful 

surroundings. There is plenty of wildlife to see here, 

in particular the Reserve offers superb bird life as 

well as excellent opportunities to see a variety of 

India’s hoofed mammals.  

 

The Tiger is arguably the most iconic animal on the 

planet and its decline in numbers has been well-

documented by biologists and the world’s press. At 

the turn of the century there were believed to be in 

excess of 40,000 tigers in India, 50% of the world population. Today there are no more than 2,000 in India and 5,000 

worldwide. Unfortunately, the Bengal Tiger’s dramatic decline is reflected everywhere in its native India, even in 

reserves such as Panna, where numbers had previously shown promising increases due to excellent management 

practices, well-directed research, and aid from organisations such as the Environmental Investigation Agency (EIA).  

 

Until the last few years, Panna had been a Tiger success story. A 2008 official survey recorded an estimate of 24 Tigers 

in the reserve however by 2009 the entire Tiger population had been eliminated by poaching with the collusion of 

Forest department officials. However, in the past couple of years tigers have been reintroduced in Panna from Kanha 

and Bandhavgarh National parks. At Present there is a healthy population of 42 tigers and around 6 cubs. Their 

progress is being regularly monitored by the forest department. This Reserve remains a very special place to see India’s 

wildlife and, though numbers have declined, still provides a chance of Tiger encounters. 

 

Remote and picturesque, Panna Tiger Reserve is one of the well-kept secrets of Indian wildlife viewing. We will enjoy 

Panna’s excellent variety of birds and mammals, which provide ample compensation if the resident Tigers prove hard 

to see. Time spent outside Panna and Bharatpur will be limited, in order to keep this holiday affordable to as many 

people as possible, and suit those of you with little holiday. However, if you would like to extend your holiday, perhaps 

to include other national parks or cultural sites, we would be happy to organise this for you. 

 

On this trip we will also be visiting Bharatpur Bird 

Sanctuary, arguably the finest bird reserve in the world, and 

certainly the best known. Formerly a shooting preserve of 

the Rajput maharajahs of Bharatpur, it covers just 29 

square kilometres but contains a remarkable diversity of 

habitats. The wetlands – marshes and flooded ‘jheels’ – are 

contained within acacia-lined ‘bunds’, or embankments, 

and irrigated by a system of canals and sluices. Around 

them lie semi-arid grasslands and scrubland and some 

excellent broadleaved Kadam woodland. Over 350 species 

of birds have been recorded in the park and in just three 

The Ken River 

Leopard 



Tour Itinerary   Temples & Tigers - The Best of Northern India 

 

 

2    © Naturetrek      
 

days we are likely to see about 100 of them. Among these 

will be an unequalled array of wetland species, a great 

variety of vultures, eagles, hawks, falcons and owls, plus 

numerous small passerines. As well as birds, the park has 

an excellent variety of wild animals. Nilgai (or Blue Bull), 

Sambar and Spotted Deer, Wild Boar, Asiatic Jackal and 

two species of mongoose are all common, and this is one 

of the few places in India where the rare Fishing Cat may 

occasionally be seen. The Indian Rock Python is another 

highlight that is usually seen.  

 

If you enjoy birds, mammals and wild environments, and 

look upon a Tiger sighting as a bonus earned from spending a lengthy time in such an environment, please do join us! 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Asiatic Jackal 

Khajuraho Temples  Baby Taj - Agra 

Tiger - Ranthambore Orchha 
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Day 1   

In Flight 

We depart from London on direct British Airways scheduled flight to Delhi at 6.55pm. We will be in flight overnight. 

Day 2   

Delhi 

We arrive in the morning at 8.50am and 

transfer to our hotel located close to the 

airport.  Our stay in Delhi for this holiday 

is usually at the 5-star hotel, usually The 

Pullman Hotel for a convenient access to 

the Delhi airport, (we cannot guarantee a 

particular hotel, but always endeavor to 

book one of a high standard not far from 

the airport).  The hotel features an array 

of eclectic and exciting eateries. Whether 

you’re looking for a quick bite while 

you’re on the go or a comfortable setting 

in which to savour a meal, tantalizing 

options, are at hand. With a varied variety of three restaurants and lounges at The Pullman, you can indulge in different 

Asian cuisines. We may also make use of its facilities, which include a pool and a spa and health centre before the next 

phase of our journey. Our stay in this comfortable hotel is well deserved after a long flight! If we do not stay at the 

Pullman, a hotel offering an equivalent standard of rooms and service will be used. 

 

In the afternoon there will be a birdwatching trip to Sultanpur National Park and Bird Sanctuary, 13 miles from our 

hotel. Sultanpur covers 1.5 sq km and was declared a bird sanctuary in 1971 and was upgraded to the status of national 

park in 1991 by the Haryana Government. This is an ideal birding spot; large numbers of migratory species arrive 

each year. The habitat is a mix of wetland, woodland and 

grassland. In the wetland area several trees have been planted 

on the mounds, which provide good nesting and perching 

opportunities for birds.  

 

When travelling to Sultanpur we will experience a wonderful 

noisy chaos of buses, scooters, cars and motorised rickshaws, 

amid which all manner of less conventional modes of 

transport can be spotted ranging from overloaded bullock-

carts to gaudily decorated lorries! Sacred cattle saunter 

through the melee oblivious to the risk, or rummage through 

piles of litter looking for anything that might be edible. Birds 

are certainly not excluded from the city and we may see Common and Bank Mynas foraging at the roadside and 

perhaps some less expected sights, such as a Hoopoe exploring a patch of grass or Ring-necked Parakeets winging 

overhead. 

Spotted Owlets 
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Bird species of particular interest includes: White Pelican, Little Cormorant, Painted Stork, Black-headed Ibis, Little 

Egret, Great Egret, Spot-billed Duck, Eurasian Thick-knee, Red-wattled Lapwing, Black-winged Stilt, Black tailed 

Godwit, Spotted Redshank, Shikra, Grey Francolin, Black Francolin, Indian Roller, White-throated Kingfisher, India 

Crested Lark, Red-vented Bulbul, Rose-ringed Parakeet, Laughing Dove, Spotted Owlet, Magpie Robin, Greater 

Coucal, Hoopoe, Purple Sunbird, Baya Weaver, Bank Myna, 

Common Myna, Blue-tailed and Green bee-eaters, 

Bluethroat, Paddyfield Pipit, and Long-billed Pipit.  

 

An optional visit (on direct payment) can be arranged to Old 

Delhi to see some of its famous sights, such as the Red Fort 

(built by the Emperor Shah Jehan – the builder of Taj Mahal), 

the Jama Masjid mosque with its tapering minarets and 

wonderful marble domes, or Chandni Chowk (Old Delhi’s 

business nerve center). We will also enjoy experiencing the 

hustle-bustle of everyday Indian life and the chattering voices 

all around us. Old Delhi pulses with the energy, colour and crowded bazaars, and its maze of narrow lanes twist and 

turn between tall, leaning houses full of the sights, sounds and aromas of the Indian subcontinent. 

Day 3   

Delhi to Khajuraho  

This morning we transfer to Delhi airport to catch the flight to Khajuraho in the state of Madhya Pradesh. Arriving 

at Khajuraho Airport, we will meet our driver and transfer to our hotel by a car. We will then go on an orientation 

tour of this historic city. The magnificent, and it 

must be said erotic, carvings which adorn some 

of the magnificent temples are frequently 

depicted in India tourist literature and attract 

thousands of visitors to the city. There are no 

finer examples of early Indian art and the lovely 

parkland setting for many of the buildings make 

this a cultural excursion that even hardened 

birders will not want to miss.  

 

At Khajuraho we will stay at the Radisson 

Khajuraho or similar for a night, a comfortable 

hotel with modern, air-conditioned rooms, 

located only 45-minute from Panna Tiger Reserve. It has pleasant gardens, a swimming pool, and good restaurant and 

is only a few minutes’ walk from the city centre. 

The Red Fort, Delhi 

Temple at Khajuraho 



Temples & Tigers - The Best of Northern India Tour Itinerary 

 

 

© Naturetrek      5 
 

 
Radisson Hotel Khajuraho 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

Day 4   

Panna Tiger Reserve  

Today, we will travel by road for about an hour to Panna Tiger Reserve. We will stay at the Tendu Leaf Jungle Resort 

Panna, for three nights. The hotel has a stunning location and offers comfortable accommodation with private 

facilities. The staff are friendly and knowledgeable about the local culture, and there is an interesting variety of birdlife 

in the vicinity. 

 

Our aim during daily visits to Panna Tiger Reserve will be to observe, enjoy and photograph the Reserve’s many 

species of mammals and birds. Naturally, we will spend a great deal of time looking for Tigers and with luck we may 

see and photograph this magnificent animal.   

 

Our explorations inside the Tiger Reserve will involve a mixture of early morning and afternoon jeep drives. We’ll aim 

to leave our lodge at about 5.30am, taking a picnic breakfast with us to eat at one of the designated stopping places. 

Then we’ll stay in the Reserve for around four hours until it closes during the hottest part of the day. Lunch will be 

eaten back at the lodge, after which there will be time for a siesta or to go on short birdwatching walks in the grounds. 

We will return to the Reserve when it opens again at 3pm and stay there for a couple of hours.  
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Day 5 – 6   

Panna Tiger Reserve 

Panna Tiger Reserve encompasses 543 square kilometres of varied habitats and extends along the Ken River, which 

flows north to join the Yamuna River, a tributary of the mighty Ganges. The region, which is famous for its diamonds, 

is also home to some of the best wildlife species in India. A former hunting preserve of the Panna family, the Tiger 

Reserve comprises large tracts of riverine forest which provide perfect cover for both predators and prey. There are 

Leopard and Wolf in the Reserve, though both these species are elusive. Herds of Spotted Deer inhabit the Reserve, 

as well as Nilgai, Chinkara, Sambar and the shy Chousingha. Together, these species form the principal prey for the 

Tigers.  

  

Over 200 species of birds have been identified in 

Panna Tiger Reserve and we are likely to encounter 

more than 100 species around the Reserve to augment 

our mammal observations. There is a good variety of 

birds of prey, including Black-shouldered Kite, 

Crested Serpent Eagle, White-eyed Buzzard, Shikra, 

and several species of vulture. In the forests Malabar 

Pied Hornbill, Black-headed Oriole, and a selection of 

flycatchers, babblers and warblers add yet more 

exciting possibilities for bird enthusiasts.  

 

There may be an opportunity to take a boat ride 

during our stay in Panna. If so, this will be taken in small boats, which are low to the water and offer a unique and 

very atmospheric way to watch wildlife. In particular we will be looking out for birds and crocodiles!  

 

Day 7   

Drive to Orchha & Overnight Stay at Orchha 

We will make one final game drive in Panna Tiger Reserve hoping to end 

our stay with some special sightings!  Then it will be time to leave Panna 

early in the afternoon, retracing our steps by bus to Orchha. 

 

Orchha is a small town in the Tikamgarh district of Madhya Pradesh state. 

The Rajput (an early group of northern Indian people) Bundelkhand clan 

ruled over Orchha for more than two centuries. Orchha is believed to have 

been founded early in the 16th century by the Bundela Rajput chief, Raja 

Rudra Pratap Singh, who was the first King of Orchha. Of the succeeding 

rulers, the most notable was Raja Bir Singh Deo who built the exquisite 

Jehangir Mahal. Bir Singh Deo was a favoured commander of the Moghul 

Emperor, Jehangir. The years of his rule, 1605 to 1627, are believed to be 

the golden age of Orchha. However, following that ‘golden age’, Raja Jujhar 

Singh rebelled against Shah Jehan whose armies almost ruined Orchha and 

Tiger 

Red-headed Vulture 
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occupied it from 1635 to 1641. Now what has remained of Orchha are beautiful reminders of its majestic past, such 

as the magnificent Jehangir Mahal.  

 

We will stay at the Amar Mahal in Orchha. This hotel has a pleasant courtyard and garden and all rooms are en suite. 

Day 8   

Visit to Orchha & Train to Agra 

This morning we will visit two palaces of interest: the Raj Mahal, which has superb murals and Dinman Hardaul’s. 

Orchha has several impressive temples dating back to the 17th century, which are still in use today and visited regularly 

by thousands of devotees. Temple highlights include the Ram Raja with its soaring spires and the Lakshmi Narayan, 

which has a series of well-preserved murals. Other places of interest include the walled Phool Bagh gardens, which 

were built as a cool summer retreat, and the dilapidated Sundar Mahal and Chhatris (elevated, dome-shaped pavilions 

built as memorials) of Orchha’s rulers down by the 

Betwa River. 

 

We will have our lunch at Orchha then drive to 

Jhansi, another great city, primarily associated with 

Queen Laxmi Bai who was one of the leading figures 

of a famous rebellion in 1857 and a symbol of 

resistance to British rule in India. Later in the day 

we will board an air-conditioned express train to 

Agra, a journey of about two hours. On arrival in 

this famous city we will transfer to the comfortable 

Cystal Sarovar Premier or Four Points by Sheraton 

hotel for an overnight stay. Just a few minutes’ drive 

from the Taj Mahal, the Four Points by Sheraton hotel comfortable en suite rooms and a choice of Indian or 

continental food. It has a swimming pool. 

 

Amar Mahal, Orchha 

Taj Mahal 
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Day 9   

Agra to Bharatpur, via Fatehpur Sikri  

Today we visit the Taj Mahal at sunrise and enjoy the magnificent atmosphere surrounding this iconic monument, as 

well as its splendid gardens with their backdrop of the Yamuna River, and the bird life within the grounds. Later, after 

tearing ourselves away from the magical Taj, we will visit the Red Fort, a marvelous structure with towering walls 

2½km high. We will then visit the Itmad-ud-Daulah (meaning ‘baby Taj’), the mausoleum of Mirza Ghiyas Beg, 

grandfather of Mumtaz Mahal, the ‘lady of the Taj’. This monument is as magnificent as the Taj Mahal itself and set 

in idyllic riverside gardens.  

 

We will leave Agra about midday and drive to the deserted city of Fatehpur Sikri. Built by the great Moghul emperor 

Akbar, and used by him as the capital of the Moghul 

empire between 1570 and 1586, this splendid city 

was suddenly abandoned when the water supply ran 

out. Today it remains as a beautifully preserved 

example of a 16th century Moghul city. Driving 

further south, we will reach Bharatpur by late 

afternoon.  

 

On arrival we will check in to The Birder's Inn, 

situated just outside the Sanctuary, for our 3-night 

stay. This small privately owned lodge offers 24 

spacious rooms that overlook a garden populated 

with fruit trees that attract various garden birds. 

You have all the necessary modern comforts like air-conditioning, swimming pool, hot and cold running water, a 

multi-cuisine restaurant & grill that serves a delectable variety of dishes. 

Days 10 – 11   

Bharatpur Bird Sanctuary 

Bharatpur Bird Sanctuary is arguably the finest bird reserve in the world, and certainly the best known. Formerly a 

shooting preserve of the Rajput maharajahs of Bharatpur, it covers just 29 square kilometres but contains a remarkable 

diversity of habitats. The wetlands – marshes and flooded ‘jheels’ – are contained within acacia-lined ‘bunds’, or 

embankments, and irrigated by a system of canals and sluices. Around them lie semi-arid grasslands and scrubland 

and some excellent broadleaved Kadam woodland. Over 350 species of birds have been recorded in the Sanctuary 

and in just three days we are likely to see about 100 of them. Among these will be an unequalled array of wetland 

species, a great variety of vultures, eagles, hawks, falcons and owls, plus numerous small passerines. As well as birds, 

the Sanctuary has an excellent variety of wild animals. Nilgai (or Blue Bull), Sambar and Spotted Deer, Wild Boar, 

Asiatic Jackal and two species of mongoose are all common, and this is one of the few places in India where the rare 

Fishing Cat may occasionally be seen. The Indian Rock Python is another highlight and at night a variety of nocturnal 

creatures begin their foraging, including a number of Indian Porcupines.   

 

Amazingly compact, Bharatpur Bird Sanctuary provides the kind of birdlife spectacle that almost defies description. 

The flooded jheels ensure sheltered feeding and refuge for countless thousands of geese, ducks, storks, herons and 

  Nilgae 
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waders. Many of the storks, herons and egrets begin to nest during the monsoon rains which extend into September 

and, with a protracted breeding season, it is usual to see a lot of activity round the tree-top colonies until well into 

February. The only crane to nest at Bharatpur is the impressively huge Sarus. Long afforded protection in India as a 

sacred bird, their powerful trumpeting cries 

are not the only crane calls to sound across 

the marshes as flocks of Common Cranes 

take advantage of the Sanctuary during the 

winter months and are sometimes joined by 

a few Demoiselle. The magnificent Siberian 

White Crane was formerly a regular sight at 

Bharatpur but, despite being afforded 

complete protection during their winter 

sojourn, these conspicuous birds have been 

severely depleted by shooting during their 

long migration and may now be extinct.  

 

Favouring the edges of the wetlands, both 

Pheasant-tailed and Bronze-winged Jacanas 

delicately pick their way across the aquatic vegetation. Purple Swamphens and White-breasted Waterhens are 

numerous and other more secretive crakes may be encountered by the fortunate observer. Pelicans are regular visitors, 

both White and Dalmatian, often soaring in thermals together with great flocks of Painted Storks, Open-billed Storks 

and raptors. Birds of prey at Bharatpur form another great attraction for birdwatchers. A typical day walking round 

the Sanctuary will produce dozens of raptor sightings and the range of species includes Spotted, Lesser Spotted, 

Imperial, Steppe, Tawny and Bonelli’s Eagles with the possibility of seeing wandering White-tailed, Pallas’s Fishing 

and even Golden Eagles. More often seen sitting on a suitable branch rather than flying, the Bharatpur eagles can 

often present identification challenges!  

 

Moving away from the wetland habitat there is much to see in the extensive Kadum woodlands and the acres of 

thorny acacia scrub. These are the haunts of Dusky Eagle Owls, Spotted Owlets, Oriental Honey Buzzard, Grey 

Hornbill, Coppersmith Barbets, Lesser Goldenback Woodpeckers, Chestnut-bellied Nuthatch, minivets, Common 

Wood-shrikes and many other forest birds, including the elusive Spotted Creeper. During the winter months, visitors 

from the Himalayas join the resident species in these woodlands and it is during this season that various flycatchers, 

warblers and thrushes occur to add excitement to the daily birding. The charismatic Siberian Rubythroat is a regular 

visitor to the undergrowth in the Sanctuary, as are Olive-backed Pipits, Red-breasted Flycatchers, several species of 

thrush and many Bluethroats. Warbler aficionados have plenty to search for with Clamorous Reed, Paddyfield, Blyth’s 

Reed, Yellow-browed, Moustached, Cetti’s, Smoky and Dusky Warblers all present at Bharatpur, though by no means 

all easy to find! As well as the migrants, the Sanctuary is also host to an impressive variety of birds typical of northern 

India, including Grey Francolin, Red-wattled Lapwing, Common Green Pigeon, Red Turtle Dove, Coucal, Pied, 

White-breasted and Common Kingfishers, Indian Roller, Hoopoe, Black Drongo, Pied and Common Mynas, Tree-

Pie, Red-vented and White-cheeked Bulbuls, Jungle and Large Grey Babblers, Indian Robin, Magpie Robin, Citrine 

and Large Pied Wagtails, Purple Sunbird, Yellow-throated Petronia, Bay-backed and Long-tailed Shrikes.   

 

Yet more awaits in the more isolated and arid corners of the Sanctuary. It is here that one or two introduced Blackbuck 

may be found, but of ornithological interest are occasional appearances by Sociable Lapwing, Indian Coursers and 

Bronze-winged Jacana 



Tour Itinerary   Temples & Tigers - The Best of Northern India 

 

 

10    © Naturetrek      
 

other dry-country birds.  Bharatpur represents for many the fulfillment of an ornithological dream and, on top of the 

feast of birdlife here, the Sanctuary provides wonderful opportunities for seeing other Indian wildlife gems.  

Day 12   

Bharatpur 

This morning we will have our final birdwatching trip in the Sanctuary. Then, after lunch, we will go to the train 

station to catch our air-conditioned express train to Delhi. Arriving in Delhi three hours later upon our arrival we will 

be transferred to a 5-star hotel, usually The Pullman, located close to the airport (we cannot guarantee a particular 

hotel, but always endeavor to book one of a high standard not far from the airport) for an overnight stay. The hotel 

features an array of eclectic and exciting eateries. Whether you’re looking for a quick bite while you’re on the go or a 

comfortable setting in which to savour a meal, tantalizing options, are at hand. We may also make use of its facilities, 

which include a pool and a spa and health centre.  

Day 13   

London 

We transfer to Delhi airport to catch a British Airways mid-morning flight to London. We are due to arrive in London 

by afternoon. 

 

NB. Please note that the itinerary above offers our planned programme of excursions. However, adverse 

weather and other local considerations can necessitate some re-ordering of the programme during the course 

of the tour, though this will always be done to maximise best use of the time and weather conditions 

available.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Temples & Tigers - The Best of Northern India Tour Itinerary 

 

 

© Naturetrek      11 
 

Ranthambhore Extension 

(The minimum number of people required to run this extension is five; however, we may decide to operate it with 

fewer people, at our discretion, with local guides.) 

 

Day 12   

Train to Ranthambhore 

This morning we will leave the group and transfer to the 

train station just after our final birdwatching trip in 

Bharatpur Bird Sanctuary. We will take an air-conditioned 

express train to Sawai Madhopur, near Ranthambhore 

(National Park and) Tiger Reserve, a journey of 

approximately four hours. 

 

There we will based for our 4-night stay at ‘Pugmark’, a 

modern ‘jungle lodge’ consisting of 35 chalet cottages (each 

room with private facilities), set in 5 acres of grounds and with a swimming pool for use on hot afternoons! This 

afternoon is for us at leisure. 

 

 

 

 

Days 13 – 15   

Ranthambore Tiger Reserve 

Ranthambore is widely considered to be one of India’s most beautiful Tiger Reserves. Encircled by a series of high 

escarpments, the forests, lakes and dry scrub that make up the park are dotted with old forts and temples, creating a 

wonderful atmosphere for both bird and mammal viewing among a landscape oozing with ancient Rajput history and 

Rajasthani culture. Ranthambore is perhaps most famous for being one of the original ‘Project Tiger’ reserves and 

until recently it provided one of the best opportunities anywhere in India of seeing a Tiger. With the recent escalation 

                                                     Tiger viewing by jeep! 

     Pugmark, Ranthambore 
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in poaching right across the subcontinent, there has been a decline in both numbers and sightings of this magnificent 

animal. Today Tiger sightings in the park are less frequent than a few years ago when encounters could be almost 

guaranteed, but if anti-poaching measures are successful it is likely that the population will quickly increase again. 

 

Each morning we will take a safari into the park between 7:30am and 10am, leaving after tea and biscuits between 

6:30am and 7am in order to gain our place in the entrance queue. We will return to the Reserve when it opens again 

at 2:30pm or 3:30pm, depending on the season, and stay there until dusk, at around 6pm (From 1st November to 31st 

January the Reserve opens in the afternoon at 2:30pm and our stay will last until dusk at around 5.30pm). These 

timings can change anytime without prior notice. In the middle of the day, after lunch, there will be time to rest or go 

on short birdwatching walks around the lodge.  

 

Whether or not you see Tiger on this holiday, you cannot fail to be impressed by the sheer variety and number of 

other mammals and birds that make the park their home. Common Langurs are abundant, as are both Spotted (Chital) 

and Sambar Deer; the latter often feed so far out into the lakes that only their heads show above the water. Nilgai (the 

largest of India’s antelopes) are also fairly common. For the very fortunate there is also a chance of tracking down a 

Sloth Bear, Leopard or perhaps a Chinkara Antelope (or Indian Gazelle). Mugger Crocodiles are common in the lakes 

and Monitor Lizards are frequently seen around their 

shores. In addition to the mammals and reptiles, we will 

also see a wonderful diversity of birds. Flocks of Peafowl 

are on almost constant show, while on the lakes Cotton 

Pygmy Geese, and Bronze-winged and Pheasant-tailed 

Jacanas are common. The surrounding woodland and 

grasslands hold such species as Black-rumped 

Flameback Woodpeckers, Tickell’s Blue Flycatcher, 

Rufous-tailed Finch Lark (an Indian endemic), Painted 

Spurfowl, Jungle Bush Quail, Small Minivet and Stork-

billed Kingfisher. In addition we may find up to five 

species of Owl, including Brown Fish Owl, Dusky Eagle 

Owl and Collared Scops Owl. On our morning and 

evening game drives we will be accompanied by local guides, whose expert knowledge of the park is invaluable when 

tracking down some of the more elusive species. 

 

 

Day 16   

Delhi 

After a last early morning game drive it will be time to leave Ranthambore for our return rail journey to Delhi (about 

six hours). Here we will be transferred to a hotel such as The Pullman for an overnight stay (we cannot guarantee a 

particular hotel, but always endeavour to book one of a high standard not far from the airport). At The The Pullman 

we will make use of its facilities, which include a pool and choice of restaurants. 

Common Langur 
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Day 17   

London 

We transfer to Delhi airport to catch a British Airways mid-morning flight to London. We are due to arrive in London 

by afternoon. 

 

 

Grading 

This is a safari-style mammal and birdwatching tour; the walking is graded A (easy). It focuses on a study of two 

national parks and Tiger reserves – one is among the best for Tigers, whereas the other is considered the best for 

birds. The tour deliberately avoids the sort of tiring travelling which is often a necessary evil of wildlife tours in India.  

Weather 

The temperatures in the national parks of central and northern India vary greatly according to the time and of day and 

season. From October to March (and particularly November – January) it can feel extremely cold in the early mornings 

before the sun rises (the safari jeeps are open-topped and there will be significant headwind as you drive to the park 

gates each morning). Although the lodges provide blankets, you will need adequate warm, wind-proof clothing, 

including a jacket, hats, gloves and multiple layers. Once the sun rises and you stop for breakfast, the temperature 

usually climbs to a very pleasant 15 – 25 ºC. The further we move into March, April and May, the hotter the daytime 

temperatures become, with sun hats, sun cream, cotton clothes and shorts all becoming necessary.  

 

If you have any questions about weather, temperatures and packing, please do not hesitate to contact us.  

Inclusions / Exclusions 

The following costs are included in the price of the holiday: 

• International and domestic flights in economy class. 

• Full board accommodation throughout (i.e. breakfast, lunch and dinner) except for meals on domestic flights 

and trains; and lunches and dinners required in Delhi (the range of restaurants here is exceptional, and well 

worth taking advantage of). We use comfortable tourist lodges with private facilities (as described in the text 

above).  

• All transport and guiding. 

• All wildlife excursions, park fees and reserve entry fees. 

 

The following costs are not included and should be budgeted for: 

• Online visa (currently US$40 plus the bank transaction charges of 2.5%). 

• Drinks (though most lodges in the national parks provide boiled drinking water or a bottle of water with their 

compliments). 

• Discretionary tipping. During the course of your holiday you will receive periodic assistance from a wide  
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variety of enthusiastic, friendly and helpful local guides, jeep drivers, trackers, hotel porters, waiters and other  

local people. The tipping of these individuals will be handled by your tour leader(s) and its cost is included  

within the price of your holiday. 

• Any other personal spending e.g. souvenirs, laundry, camera fees. In Panna camera fees is included.   

National Parks remain closed to public access on Wednesdays afternoons 

The National Parks Authority for Madhya Pradesh have announced that all National Parks in the State will remain 

closed to public access on Wednesday afternoons until further notice. This order will affect Pench, Kanha, 

Bandhavgarh, Satpura and Panna Reserves. The inconvenience caused to Naturetrek tour participants is regretted but 

unfortunately there is nothing we can do to facilitate entry during these closures. On occasions when our tour itinerary 

would normally include entry to one of these reserves on a Wednesdays afternoon we will arrange alternative natural 

history activities either around the periphery of the National Parks or in nearby wildlife habitats. 

Flights 

We use the direct scheduled service of British Airways for most of our tours to India from London Heathrow Terminal 

5 because they offer an excellent all-round service (including connecting departures from most of the regional airport, 

though such departures from regional airports will be subject to an additional charge of around £150).  

 

If you would prefer to travel World Travellers Plus (normally available at a supplement charge of around £695) or 

Business (normally available at a supplement charge of around £2,595) or if you would prefer to travel from regional 

airports, please let us know at the time of booking so that we can make the necessary arrangements. 
 

Diwali Departure 

If your trip coincides with the festival of Diwali, you can’t fail to notice the festive atmosphere in the streets. Your 

guide will explain the sights and sounds, but here is a little background information to explain the festival. There are 

several beliefs regarding the origin of Diwali (also known as Deepawali) or ‘Festival of Lights’. Diwali is a major Hindu 

festival and it symbolises the victory of good over evil. The Sanskrit word Diwali means ‘an array of lights’ and stands 

for victory of brightness over darkness. Diwali is celebrated in the honour of the return of Lord Rama (a revered 

Hindu deity and King of Ayodhya) with his wife Sita and brother Lakshmana to Ayodhya, from a war in which he 

killed the demon king Ravana. It is believed that the people lit oil lamps along the way to light their path in the darkness 

and to welcome them home. People express their happiness by lighting earthen ‘diyas’ (lamps), decorating their houses, 

bursting firecrackers and inviting family and friends to their households to join them in a sumptuous feast. The lighting 

of lamps is a way of paying homage to God for the attainment of health, wealth, knowledge, peace, valour and fame.  

 

The Festival falls in 2020 on Saturday 14th November and in 2021 on Thursday 4th November; and will have 

some impact on the operation of our tour at that time. Unfortunately, central Indian national parks will be closed to 

visitors for one or two days, so we will not be able to undertake game drives on that day. We apologise for this 

interruption to our programme of visits to the reserve but as compensation you may wish to observe the Diwali 

celebrations in one of the nearby villages and enjoy the birding walks around the lodge. 

Checklist & Previous Tour Reports 
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Where available these are automatically provided on booking. However, we will gladly send one before booking if you 

want to have a more detailed preview. 

Receive Our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures, new dates, tour 

reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up.  

How to book your place 

In order to book your place on this holiday, please give us a call on 01962 733051 with a credit or debit card, book 

online at www.naturetrek.co.uk, or alternatively complete and post the booking form at the back of our main 

Naturetrek brochure, together with a deposit of 20% of the holiday cost plus any room supplements if required. If 

you do not have a copy of the brochure, please call us on 01962 733051 or request one via our website. Please stipulate 

any special requirements, for example extension requests or connecting/regional flights, at the time of booking. 

 

Please provide us with your passport details (passport number, date of issue, date of expiry and your date of 

birth) at the time of booking. It is important to note that game safaris will be booked using the same passport 

details that you provide us at the time of booking, and it will not be possible to change these details once 

they have been booked. (If you renew your passport after booking, please also bring the old passport whose 

details you gave us at the time of booking as this will also be required). 

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/

