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Outline itinerary 

 

Day 1 Depart London 

Day 2 Delhi 

Day 3/5 Kanha National Park 

Day 6/8 Bandhavgarh National Park 

Day 9 Half day in Bandhavgarh; overnight train 

to Agra 

Day 10 Agra 

Day 11 Full day’s sightseeing in Agra; evening 

train to Delhi 

Day 12 Fly London 

 

Bharatpur & Ranthambore extension 

 

Day 11 Evening transfer from Agra to Bharatpur 

Day 12 Morning at Bharatpur Bird Sanctuary; 

train to Ranthambore 

Day 13/14 Ranthambore Tiger Reserve 

Day 15 Final morning at Ranthambore; 

afternoon train to Delhi 

Day 16 Fly London 

  From top: Tigress, the Taj Mahal and Kanha Earth Lodge 



 

 

 

Dates and costs 
 

2020 
 

Friday 30th October – Tuesday 10th November 2020 £3,495  

Extensions:  to Saturday 14th November 2020  £1,495 
 

2021 

 
Friday 5th February – Tuesday 16th February 2021 £3,495 

Extensions:  to Saturday 20th February 2021  £1,495 
 

Friday 5th – Tuesday 16th November 2021              £3,495  

Extensions:  to Saturday 20th November 2021  £1,495 
 

2022 

 
Friday 4th February – Tuesday 15th February 2022 £3,595 

Extensions:  to Saturday 19th February 2022  £1,595 
 

Friday 4th – Tuesday 15th November 2022              £3,595  

Extensions:  to Saturday 19th November 2022  £1,595 
 
 
£500 reduction if booked without flights, land only trip. 

Single room supplement 

 
From £695 (extension: £595) 

Grading 

Grade A. This is a luxury wildlife tour/safari, with no great level of fitness required. 

Focus 

Wildlife and culture of northern India 
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Mother and daughter in Delhi 

Introduction 

The splendour of India’s Mogul architecture and the great diversity of the country’s wildlife are enjoyed each year by 

hundreds of Naturetrek clients as they travel on our numerous natural history holidays on the subcontinent. Most of 

these groups are accommodated in comfortable 3-star hotels and lodges. This unusual series of tours, however, 

provides a taste of luxury, offering stays at some of the very best accommodation available at each location. The 

high level of comfort, combined with sightseeing and 

superlative wildlife viewing, makes this an Indian 

experience par excellence for connoisseurs of gracious 

living. 

 

The tour begins in Delhi, India’s fascinating capital. We 

will be staying in the comfortable Holiday Inn, located 

close to the airport. From here we fly south to Madyha 

Pradesh where we will spend six days visiting two of 

India’s premier Tiger reserves, Kanha and 

Bandhavgargh. After this wildlife treat we conclude the 

holiday in Agra where the legendary Taj Mahal will be 

the highlight of our visit and provide an unforgettable 

backdrop to our magical night’s stay at the exquisite 

Trident Hotel. Returning to Delhi there will be an opportunity to continue the wildlife odyssey with an optional 

extension to visit Bharatpur Bird Reserve and Ranthambhore Tiger Reserve in Rajasthan. Otherwise, it will be time 

to return to London. 

Day 1   

In Flight 

We depart from London on direct British Airways scheduled flight to Delhi at 1850. We will be in flight overnight. 

Day 2   

Delhi 

We arrive in the morning at 8.50am and 

transfer to our hotel located close to the 

airport.  Our stay in Delhi for this 

holiday is usually at the 5-star hotel, 

usually The Pullman Hotel for a 

convenient access to the Delhi airport, 

(we cannot guarantee a particular hotel, 

but always endeavor to book one of a 

high standard not far from the airport). 

 The hotel features an array of eclectic 

and exciting eateries. Whether you’re 

looking for a quick bite while you’re on 
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the go or a comfortable setting in which to savour a 

meal, tantalizing options, are at hand. With a varied 

variety of three restaurants and lounges at Holiday Inn, 

you can indulge in different Asian cuisines. We may 

also make use of its facilities, which include a pool and 

a spa and health centre before the next phase of our 

journey. Our stay in this comfortable hotel is well 

deserved after a long flight! If we do not stay at the 

Pullman, a hotel offering an equivalent standard of 

rooms and service will be used. 

  

The middle part of the day will be free, allowing you 

time to sample some of Delhi’s avian and historical 

sights, or to just relax and recover after your flight.  

 

In the afternoon there will be a birdwatching trip to Sultanpur National Park and Bird Sanctuary, 13 miles from our 

hotel. Sultanpur covers 1.5 sq km and was declared a bird sanctuary in 1971 and was upgraded to the status of 

national park in 1991 by the Haryana Government. This is an ideal birding spot; large numbers of migratory species 

arrive each year. The habitat is a mix of wetland, woodland and grassland. In the wetland area several trees have 

been planted on the mounds, which provide good nesting and perching opportunities for birds.  

 

Bird species of particular interest includes: White Pelican, Little Cormorant, Painted Stork, Black-headed Ibis, Little 

Egret, Great Egret, Spot-billed Duck, Eurasian Thick-knee, Red-wattled Lapwing, Black-winged Stilt, Black tailed 

Godwit, Spotted Redshank, Shikra, Grey Francolin, Black Francolin, Indian Roller, White-throated Kingfisher, India 

Crested Lark, Red-vented Bulbul, Rose-ringed Parakeet, Laughing Dove, Spotted Owlet, Magpie Robin, Greater 

 Green Bee-eater 

Spotted Owlets 
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Coucal, Hoopoe, Purple Sunbird, Baya Weaver, Bank Myna, Common Myna, Blue-tailed and Green bee-eaters, 

Bluethroat, Paddyfield Pipit, and Long-billed Pipit.  

 

 

An optional visit can be arranged to Old Delhi at an extra cost for those with an inclination towards culture to see 

some of its famous sights, such as the Red Fort (built by the Emperor Shah Jehan – the builder of Taj Mahal), the 

Jama Masjid mosque with its tapering minarets and wonderful marble domes, or Chandni Chowk (Old Delhi’s 

business nerve center). We will also enjoy experiencing the hustle-bustle of everyday Indian life and the chattering 

voices all around us. Old Delhi pulses with the energy, colour and crowded bazaars, and its maze of narrow lanes 

twist and turn between tall, leaning houses full of the sights, sounds and aromas of the Indian subcontinent. 

 

Day 3  Sunday 

Flight to Raipur/Nagpur 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Red Fort, Delhi One of the less conventional modes of transport to 

be seen! 

 Kanha Earth Lodge (top) and Tiger Corridor Resort (bottom) - Kanha 
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Swamp Deer in Kanha 

Early in the morning we drive to the airport and board a domestic 

flight to Raipur/Nagpur, the closest airports to Kanha (National Park 

and) Tiger Reserve. A further transfer by road will take us to our 

accommodation, which will either be at Singinawa Jungle Lodge, 

Kanha Earth Lodge or Tiger Corridor Resort. These resorts will 

provide a charming base for our stay, combining luxury with a sense of 

being close to the countryside – full details of all accommodation are 

given at the end of this itinerary. 

 

In the afternoon we will take our first safari game drive (time 

permitting) into the wonderful wild habitat of the Reserve. With luck 

we might even have had our first encounter with Tigers before 

darkness falls. If not, we’ll have five more opportunities to see them 

during our daily early morning and afternoon visits. 

Day 4 – 5   

Kanha Tiger Reserve 

During our stay at Kanha our aim will be to 

observe, enjoy and photograph the Reserve’s many 

species of mammals and birds. Naturally, we will 

spend a great deal of time looking for Tigers, and 

with luck we may see and photograph this 

magnificent animal. Although Kanha is one of the 

very best reserves for Tiger sightings, and we will 

be going at one of the best times of year, we 

cannot guarantee them!  

 

Our daily programme will include both morning 

and evening jeep drives inside the Tiger Reserve. 

These are, of course, all optional and there may be 

times when you’d prefer to relax back at the lodge 

and recharge your batteries, though the more game 

drives you do, the more you’ll see! You are likely to 

see Tigers as well as most of the other wildlife you 

will encounter during the holiday on these game 

drives.  

 

Each morning we will aim to leave our lodge at 

around 5.45am, taking a picnic breakfast with us 

which we can eat at one of several designated 

stopping places, and we’ll stay in the Tiger Reserve 

until midday, when it closes (during the hottest part 

Tiger cub 

Rose-ringed Parakeet 
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of the day). We will return to the Reserve when it opens again at 3 or 4pm, depending on the season, and stay there 

until dusk, at around 6.30pm (From 1st November to 15th February the Reserve opens in the afternoon at 3pm and 

our stay will last until dusk at around 5.30pm) In 

the middle of the day, after lunch, there will be 

time to rest or go on short birdwatching walks 

around the lodge.  

 

Kanha Tiger Reserve encompasses 1,945 sq km 

and is one of the largest reserves in India. It 

occupies a beautiful location on a plateau in the 

Maikal range of hills, and comprises a crescent of 

forested hills that embraces broad undulating 

grasslands dotted with clumps of bamboo and Sal 

forest. There are small pools and a perennial lake, 

which provide essential drinking holes for the 

animals. The Reserve was first established in 1955 

for the protection of Swamp Deer, for which it is famous. Once these deer roamed India in herds of many 

thousands. Today there are just 300 left, though this represents a good recovery since 1970 when just 70 individuals 

remained. Since the launch of ‘Project Tiger’ in the early 1970s, Kanha has been one of the Project’s key Tiger 

Reserves and, because its wide meadows are so suited to successful Tiger viewing, it is one of the best places in the 

world to search for them. Besides Tigers, we can also hope to observe plenty of Sambar, Spotted and Swamp Deer. 

We should also see Gaur, Wild Boar, Common Langur, Asiatic Jackal, and with luck Leopard and Dhole (Indian 

Wild Dog).  

 

Around 120 species of birds are likely to be encountered around the Reserve during our stay, and these will be 

among the highlights of the tour. There is a good variety of birds of prey here, including Black-shouldered Kite, 

Crested Serpent Eagle, White-eyed Buzzard, Shikra, and a variety of vultures. Open country birds such as Painted 

Francolin, Indian Roller, Yellow- and Red-wattled Lapwings, and a variety of woodpeckers, pigeons, larks, pipits, 

and drongos are common. In the forests, the elusive Malabar Pied Hornbill, Black-headed Oriole, and a selection of 

flycatchers, babblers and warblers may be 

found. In particular, we shall keep a look 

out for the very rare Green Munia. Sloth 

Bear and two of India’s lowland antelopes – 

Chousingha and the beautiful Blackbuck – 

also occur and can be seen with patience 

and good fortune.  

Day 6   

Kanha to Bandhavgarh (National 
Park &) Tiger Reserve 

After our final game drive inside the park, 

we will depart by road to another great 

national park and Tiger reserve – 

Common Langur 

 Kanha Tiger Reserve  



Tour Itinerary  Wild India - In Style 

 

 

8  © Naturetrek      
 

Bandhavgarh. On arrival we will relax at Kings Lodge, our accommodation for this phase of the tour. Full details of 

Kings Lodge are given at the end of this itinerary.  

 

Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve was frequented by a famous white Tiger in the 1950s. Legend has it that the ghost of 

the tiger still roams in cages all over the world, but our interest will be confined to observing his colourful cousins as 

they patrol their domain! 

Day 7 – 8   

Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve 

We will undertake early morning and afternoon game 

drives in Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve with a spell of 

relaxation in the camp during the hot midday period. 

Any participant wishing to opt out from one of the 

drives can just relax and enjoy the fascinating 

collection of books at the lodge or perhaps go and 

visit a nearby village to glimpse the typical lifestyle of 

rural India. 

 

Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve, situated amid the airy 

Vindhya Hills of Madhya Pradesh, has established a 

reputation as one of the best places in India to 

observe Tigers. Although a relatively small reserve 

when first established in 1968, it was enlarged 20 years later to include adjacent tracts of Sal forest and this extension 

has proved very beneficial for the Tiger population. Estimates for 2008 suggest that the whole park area could have 

as many as 47 Tigers, so make sure you have your binoculars at the ready! Formerly the hunting reserve of the 

maharajas of Rewa, the area contains much evidence of its royal associations, most spectacular being the ruins of a 

huge hilltop fort which dominates the hilly core of the Reserve. Rising 800m above the forest, the long-deserted fort 

sits at the top of an impressive plateau. It’s a steep climb through dense vegetation to the top, but the rewards are 

breathtaking views from the ramparts, as well as ancient rock carvings among the ruins.  

 

Sal forest predominates in Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve, giving way to tracts of mixed forest at higher elevations in 

the hills. To the north there are expanses of grassland and bamboo. In a region as arid as this the presence of water 

attracts wildlife. Luckily, the Tiger Reserve contains pools and streams, which ensure that it is frequented by both 

game and predators. We will explore the Tiger Reserve mainly by following a network of jeep tracks that will lead us 

into the forested areas. Our excursions in the Tiger Reserve will be by jeep. We will, of course, be looking for Tigers 

in the Reserve.  

 

Tigers are elusive creatures and quick to vanish into cover, but a huge paw print in the dust or the alarm cries of 

deer or langurs often betray the presence of an animal. At moments like this it is essential that we are, as a group, 

both silent and patient. Our reward for this will be, we hope, an unforgettable moment. When the king of the forest 

saunters into view with scarcely a glance at the human intruders, then walks in a deliberate manner across the track 

only to disappear again into the undergrowth, it is one of the most thrilling wildlife spectacles in the world. 

Although Tigers are the star attraction at Bandhavgarh, there is an impressive supporting cast of mammals and 

Tiger viewing in Bandhavgarh  
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birds, the latter including species such as Grey-headed 

Fishing Eagle, Plum-headed Parakeet, Malabar Pied 

Hornbill, Greater Racket-tailed Drongo and Asian 

Paradise Flycatcher; over 250 bird species have been 

recorded in the Reserve. Tour members with an interest 

in ornithology will value the time between game drives 

as an opportunity to explore some of the habitats close 

to our base. 

 

There is no shortage of prey in the Reserve for both the 

Tigers and less frequently seen Leopards. The Spotted 

Deer, or Chital, is a favourite item on the Tiger menu 

and several thousand of these delightful deer inhabit the 

Reserve. Other species found here in varying abundance 

include Chinkara, Chousingha, Wild Boar, Sambar, 

Muntjac and Nilgai. There used to be herds of Asian 

Bison, or Gaur, in the Reserve. However, no Gaur have 

been seen at Bandhavgarh since 1998, though there are 

plans for a reintroduction programme. A hunting pack 

of Dhole, is seen occasionally. Mammal sightings always 

require a degree of luck, particularly when a species is 

essentially nocturnal or reclusive, but each outing in the 

Reserve provides a chance to meet one of its rarer inhabitants such as Sloth Bear, Indian Fox, Jackal, Wolf, Ratel, 

Striped Hyena, Jungle Cat or Indian Pangolin. Wild Boar are frequently heard as they root among the vegetation. 

Other animals present in larger numbers in the Reserve include several species of mongoose, Rhesus Macaque, 

Indian Hare and the delightful Palm Squirrel – lively little animals that seem to be in a constant state of agitation. 

Common Langurs are also plentiful, sitting with an elevated view of the forest as they devour their favourite leaves. 

This gives them an excellent vantage 

point for spotting predators and they 

are often the first creatures to bark out 

warning of a Tiger below. 

 

We are never short of wildlife to 

watch in this gem of a reserve and two 

full days will doubtless provide many 

unforgettable encounters with the wild 

creatures that flourish within the 

protection of the Reserve. 

Day 9   

Overnight Train to Agra 

We take our final game drive in 

Bandhavgarh then, later in the day, 

  Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve 

Indian Roller 
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we’ll drive just over two hours to Katni Rail Station and board the overnight express to Agra. We will have 2nd class 

air-conditioned sleeper compartments for this journey, which provide cushioned berths, generally in cabins sleeping 

four (single cabin is not available), each cabin being separated from the corridor by a curtain. The carriage windows 

are double-glazed and tinted for effective air-conditioning, and in each carriage there are four cloakrooms, including 

two with western-style seats. 

 

A journey through the Indian subcontinent is incomplete without experiencing an overnight train journey. It 

provides an opportunity to move through a fascinating, constantly changing world as the train travels from the 

country to the city. The sights and sounds of a typical Indian railway station are a unique facet of this extraordinary 

country and will doubtless provide many enduring memories. 

Day 10   

Agra 

Arriving in Agra in the morning we will transfer to a 5-star hotel where we will have full day to relax or to perhaps 

explore the city. We have chosen the Trident Hotel for our stay in Agra. Trident, Agra, set amidst beautiful gardens, 

fountains, landscaped central courtyards, is built of red stone reminiscent of the Mughal era. The Hotel is literally, a 

stone's throw away from one of the new 7 Wonders of the World, the Taj Mahal. 

 

The hotel’s check-in is at 2pm, so we will visit Agra Fort after our train journey and then relax at the hotel for the 

rest of the day. It was at Agra Fort that Shah Jahan, the emperor who ordered the building of the Taj, was held 

prisoner by his son Aurangzeb. The mighty walls of the fort afford splendid views of the city below, including the 

stunning marble towers of the Taj Mahal, just a few hundred metres away.   

Day 11   

Agra & Delhi 

Rising early to begin our tour, we will visit the famous Taj Mahal at sunrise and the other great buildings of this 

fascinating Mogul city. The Taj Mahal is surely the best-known building in India and yet the reality never fails to live 

up to visitors’ expectations. It is a truly magnificent monument and the poignant story of its construction is one of 

the great legends of Mogul India. The atmospheric environment of the Taj is hard to leave, especially as its gardens 

and the Yamuna River just behind offer ornithological excitement as well, but there is so much more to see in Agra 

that we will just spend the morning at the Taj then return to our hotel for breakfast.  
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We’ll leave our hotel at 10am then drive to the romantic and charming city of Fatehpur Sikri, about 36km from 

Agra. Formerly the administrative capital of Emperor Akbar, the city suffered from not having an adequate water 

supply and was eventually abandoned, leaving the incredibly well preserved buildings as a perfect example of Mogul 

architecture. There are marvellous structures to see here, with towering walls surrounding incredibly ornate pillars 

and columns. On our return to Agra, or before going to Fatehpur Sikri, we will visit the Itmad-ud-daulah (‘baby 

Taj’), the mausoleum of Mirza Ghiyas Beg (the grandfather of Mumtaz Mahal, the ‘lady of the Taj’), which is quite 

as magnificent as the Taj Mahal itself, and set in idyllic riverside gardens.  

 

Depending on the time, we will either be 

transferred straight to the railway station to 

board our train to Delhi, or we will be taken to a 

hotel to use its lobby facilities.  

 

By the time we are ready to board our evening 

express train to Delhi, we’ll have had a 

wonderful day, with cultural experiences second 

to none. 

 

Arriving in Delhi three hours later, we will check 

into our 5-star The Pullman hotel for some rest 

and a good night’s sleep! 

Day 12   

London 

We transfer to Delhi airport to catch a British Airways mid-morning flight to London. We are due to arrive in 

London by afternoon. 

 

NB. Please note that the itinerary above offers our planned programme of excursions. However, adverse 

weather and other local considerations can necessitate some reordering of the programme during the 

course of the tour, though this will always be done to maximise best use of the time and weather 

conditions available.   

 

Fatehpur Sikri 
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Bharatpur & Ranthambhore Extension 

(The minimum number of people required to run this extension is five; however, we may decide to operate it with 

fewer people, at our discretion, with local guides.) 

Day 11   

Bharatpur  

After our day enjoying the historic monuments of Agra, we have an evening drive to Bharatpur where we’ll transfer 

to our accommodation, the Laxmi Niwas Palace 

Hotel, which is situated just outside the reserve. This 

small ex-palace is comfortable, friendly, and has a 

magnificent swimming pool as well as a great deal of 

character. While it is not one of those palaces that 

has been modernised to offer 5-star facilities, its 

decor, old photographs and other furnishings reflect 

the past history of Bharatpur and provide the hotel with an old-fashioned charm. All rooms have private facilities. 

 

Day 12   

Bharatpur to Ranthambhore (National Park &) Tiger Reserve 

Keoladeo Ghana National Park at Bharatpur is arguably the finest bird sanctuary in the world. Formerly a shooting 

preserve of the Rajput maharajahs of Bharatpur, and occupying just 29 sq km, it holds a remarkable diversity of 

habitats. The wetlands – marshes and flooded ‘jheels’ – are contained within acacia-lined ‘bunds’, or embankments, 

and irrigated by a system of canals and sluices. Around them lie semi-arid grass and scrubland and some excellent 

broad-leaved Kadum woodland. Over 350 species of birds have been recorded in the park and in just three days we 

Ranthambhore National Park 

Brown Fish Owl 
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are likely to see about 100 of them. Among these will be an unequalled array of wetland species, a great variety of 

vultures, eagles, falcons and owls, plus numerous small land birds. As well as birds, the park has an excellent variety 

of wild animals. Nilgai (blue bull), Sambar and 

Spotted Deer, Wild Boar, Asiatic Jackal and two 

species of mongoose are all common, and this is one 

of the few places in India where the rare Fishing Cat 

can be seen.   

 

Unfortunately, we will not have a great deal of time 

today to experience the delights of Bharatpur, but 

those of you who make the worthwhile effort to rise 

early and enjoy one of the best birdwatching times of 

the day will not be disappointed! We will leave 

Bharatpur mid-afternoon to catch a train to 

Ranthambhore – the journey will take about four 

hours. We will be staying at the Taj Sawai Madhopur 

Lodge for our stay in Ranthambore. The evening 

would be for us to experience the amazing facilities at this beautiful lodge and if time permits we would indulge in 

some birdwatching around the lodge. Full details are given at the end of this itinerary. 

Day 13 – 14   

Ranthambhore Tiger Reserve 

Ranthambore is widely considered to be one of India’s most beautiful national parks. Encircled by a series of high 

escarpments, the forests, lakes and dry scrub that make up the park are dotted with old forts and temples, creating a 

wonderful atmosphere for both bird and mammal viewing among a landscape oozing with ancient Rajput history 

and Rajasthani culture. Ranthambore is perhaps most famous for being one of the original ‘Project Tiger’ reserves 

and until recently it provided one of the best opportunities anywhere in India of seeing a Tiger.  

 

Each morning we will take a safari into the park between 7:30am and 10am, leaving after tea and biscuits between 

6:30am and 7am in order to gain our place in the 

entrance queue. We will return to the Reserve when it 

opens again at 2:30pm or 3:30pm, depending on the 

season, and stay there until dusk, at around 6pm 

(From 1st November to 31st January the Reserve 

opens in the afternoon at 2:30pm and our stay will last 

until dusk at around 5.30pm). These timings can 

change anytime without prior notice. In the middle of 

the day, after lunch, there will be time to rest or go on 

short birdwatching walks around the lodge.  

 

Whether or not you see Tiger on this holiday, you 

cannot fail to be impressed by the sheer variety and 

number of other mammals and birds that make the Reserve their home. Common Langurs are abundant, as are 

                                                               Tiger viewing by jeep! 

Yellow-wattled Lapwings 
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both Spotted (Chital) and Sambar Deer; the latter often feed so far out into the lakes that only their heads show 

above the water. Nilgai (the largest of India’s antelopes) are also fairly common. For the very fortunate there is also 

a chance of tracking down a Sloth Bear, Leopard or perhaps a Chinkara Antelope (or Indian Gazelle). Mugger 

Crocodiles are common in the lakes and Monitor Lizards are frequently seen around their shores. In addition to the 

mammals and reptiles, we will also see a wonderful diversity of birds. Flocks of Peafowl are on almost constant 

show, while on the lakes Cotton Pygmy Geese, Bronze-winged and Pheasant-tailed Jacanas are common. The 

surrounding woodland and grasslands hold such species as Black-rumped Flameback Woodpeckers, Tickell’s Blue 

Flycatcher, Rufous-tailed Finch Lark (an Indian endemic), Painted Spurfowl, Jungle Bush Quail, Small Minivet and 

Stork-billed Kingfisher. In addition there is the opportunity to find up to five species of owl, including Brown Fish 

Owl, Dusky Eagle Owl and Collared  Owl. On our morning and evening game drives we will be accompanied by 

local guides, whose expert knowledge of the Reserve is invaluable when tracking down some of the more elusive 

species. 

 

Day 15   

Delhi 

After a final early morning game drive we have to leave Ranthambhore for our return rail journey to Delhi (a 

journey of about six hours). Here we will transfer to our 5-star The Pullman hotel for some rest and a good night’s 

sleep! 

Day 16   

London 

 We transfer to Delhi airport to catch a British Airways mid-morning flight to London. We are due to arrive in 

London by afternoon. 

 

Grading 

A (easy). This is a standard safari-style wildlife tour, and the level of walking required will not be strenuous. 

Weather on Tour & Packing to Keep Warm   

The temperatures in the national parks of central and northern India vary greatly according to the time and of day 

and season. From October to March (and particularly November – January) it can feel extremely cold in the early 

mornings before the sun rises (the safari jeeps are open-topped and there will be significant headwind as you drive 

to the park gates each morning). Although the lodges provide blankets, you will need adequate warm, wind-proof 

clothing, including a jacket, hats, gloves and multiple layers. Once the sun rises and you stop for breakfast, the 

temperature usually climbs to a very pleasant 15 – 25 ºC. The further we move into March, April and May, the 

hotter the daytime temperatures become, with sun hats, sun cream, cotton clothes and shorts all becoming 

necessary.  

 

If you have any questions about weather, temperatures and packing, please do not hesitate to contact us. 
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Worldwide weather forecasts can be found at www.bbc.co.uk/weather. 

Clothing   

A separate clothing list will be sent to you on booking. Please inspect this thoroughly. 

Food & Accommodation 

All accommodation and meals are included, except for any meals required in Delhi and Agra. The range of 

restaurants in these cities is exceptional, and well worth taking advantage of. For details of accommodation, please 

see below. 

Extra expenses 

Please note that we do not include the following in the cost of this holiday: any meals in Delhi and Agra and all 

items of a more personal nature such as drinks, laundry, souvenirs and tips for guides and drivers.  

National Parks remain closed to public access on Wednesday afternoons 

The National Parks Authority for Madhya Pradesh have announced that all National Parks in the State will remain 

closed to public access on Wednesday afternoons until further notice. This order will affect Pench, Kanha, 

Bandhavgarh, Satpura and Panna Reserves. The inconvenience caused to Naturetrek tour participants is regretted 

but unfortunately there is nothing we can do to facilitate entry during these closures. On occasions when our tour 

itinerary would normally include entry to one of these reserves on a Wednesday afternoon we will arrange 

alternative natural history activities either around the periphery of the National Parks or in nearby wildlife habitats. 

Flights 

We use the direct scheduled service of British Airways for most of our tours to India from London Heathrow 

Terminal 5 because they offer an excellent all-round service (including connecting departures from most of the 

regional airport, though such departures from regional airports will be subject to an additional charge of around 

£150) and competitive fares.  

 

If you would prefer to travel World Travellers Plus (normally available at a supplement charge of around £695) or 

Business (normally available at a supplement charge of around £2,595), please call us for competitive quotes.  

 

These prices are only approximate and could vary according to availability and season. We will be pleased to 

approach the airline and offer you a quote on request. 

 

If you would prefer to travel from regional airports, please let us know at the time of booking so that we can make 

the necessary arrangements and obtain a competitive fare.  

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/weather
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Diwali Departure 

If your trip coincides with the festival of Diwali, you can’t fail to notice the festive atmosphere in the streets. Your 

guide will explain the sights and sounds, but here is a little background information to explain the festival. There are 

several beliefs regarding the origin of Diwali (also known as Deepawali) or ‘Festival of Lights’. Diwali is a major 

Hindu festival and it symbolises the victory of good over evil. The Sanskrit word Diwali means ‘an array of lights’ 

and stands for victory of brightness over darkness. Diwali is celebrated in the honour of the return of Lord Rama (a 

revered Hindu deity and King of Ayodhya) with his wife Sita and brother Lakshmana to Ayodhya, from a war in 

which he killed the demon king Ravana. It is believed that the people lit oil lamps along the way to light their path in 

the darkness and to welcome them home. People express their happiness by lighting earthen ‘diyas’ (lamps), 

decorating their houses, bursting firecrackers and inviting family and friends to their households to join them in a 

sumptuous feast. The lighting of lamps is a way of paying homage to God for the attainment of health, wealth, 

knowledge, peace, valour and fame.  

 

The Festival falls in 2020 on Saturday 14th November; in 2021 on Thursday 4th November; and in 2022 on 

Monday 24th October; and may have some impact on the operation of our tour at that time. Central Indian national 

parks may be closed to visitors for one or two days, so we may not be able to undertake game drives. We apologise 

for this interruption, should it occur. As compensation you may wish to observe the Diwali celebrations in one of 

the nearby villages or enjoy the birding walks around the lodge. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures, new dates, tour 

reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Early Booking on Tiger Tours is essential! 

The new regulations, including a drastic reduction in the number of jeeps and visitors permitted to enter such 

popular reserves as Bandhavgarh, Kanha and Pench each day, meant that those booking late could often not be 

accommodated. The simple fact is that the number of beds available at the lodges servicing each of these parks now 

far exceeds the tiny number of visitors permitted to enter each day. We cannot therefore emphasise strongly enough 

that early booking is essential. You really do need to book now if you are to secure a place on a tour that visits one 

of these Tiger Reserves next season.  

 

How to book your place! 

In order to book your place on this holiday, please give us a call on 01962 733051 with a credit or debit card, book 

online at www.naturetrek.co.uk, or alternatively complete and post the booking form at the back of our main 

Naturetrek brochure, together with a deposit of 20% of the holiday cost plus any room supplements if required. If 

you do not have a copy of the brochure, please call us on 01962 733051 or request one via our website. Please 

stipulate any special requirements, for example extension requests or connecting/regional flights, at the time of 

booking. 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
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Please provide us with your passport details (passport number, date of issue, date of expiry and your date 

of birth) at the time of booking. It is important to note that game safaris will be booked using the same 

passport details that you provide us at the time of booking, and it will not be possible to change these 

details once they have been booked. (If you renew your passport after booking, please also bring the old 

passport whose details you gave us at the time of booking as this will also be required).  

 

Hotel details 

Hotel Pullman, Delhi  

Our stay in Delhi for this holiday is usually at the 5-star hotel, usually The Pullman New Delhi for a convenient 

access to the Delhi airport.  The hotel 

features an array of eclectic and exciting 

eateries. Whether you’re looking for a quick 

bite while you’re on the go or a 

comfortable setting in which to savour a 

meal, tantalizing options, are at hand. With 

a varied variety of three restaurants and 

lounges at Pullman, you can indulge in 

different Asian cuisines. We may also make 

use of its facilities, which include a pool 

and a spa and health centre before the next 

phase of our journey. Our stay in this 

comfortable hotel is well deserved after a 

long flight! If we do not stay at the Pullman, a hotel offering an equivalent standard of rooms and service will be 

used. 

 

Singhinawa Jungle Lodge, Kanha   

At Singhinawa Jungle Lodge each bungalow & 

cottage is tastefully designed. All of them have 

large bedrooms, private veranda, en-suite 

bathrooms with double vanities & rain 

showers, air conditioning & mini bar. They 

have a spa with Indian & Oriental treatments 

for holistic healing. The Wallow - take a dip in 

their swimming pool while the local birds 

serenade you with the amazing sounds of 

nature. 
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Or;  

Kanha Earth Lodge, Kanha  

Kanha Earth Lodge is spread in a forested area of 16 acres adjoining the buffer zone of Kanha in a small tribal 

hamlet. An interesting 30 minute drive from the lodge takes you to the park entrance. The lodge architecture has 

been inspired by the Gond tribal villages situated on the fringes of Kanha. Local material and manpower has been 

used extensively in building the lodge, many construction workers have been trained and are now part of the 

permanent lodge team. The lodge has 12 beautifully designed and decorated open bungalows. All of the 

accommodation is air conditioned. Dinner consists of a variety of Indian and continental cuisine with dishes 

prepared almost exclusively from locally sourced fresh products. The lodge has a partnership with a few local 

families who grow fresh produce in return for a payment or supply of seeds or manpower.  

 

Kings Lodge, Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve 

This lodge is spread out over a sprawling 4-hectare estate in Rancha village (only eight to 10 minutes from the park 

gate) and is surrounded by Sal-forested hills on all sides. It has four cottage rooms and eight stilt rooms with 

modern en-suite bathrooms and a swimming pool. All cottage rooms have large open verandahs and each stilt unit 

has a lofted wooden balcony accessible from the inside of the unit for star gazing or sleeping in the open, if you 

choose! All rooms have air-conditioning, a large verandah with great views, writing table and chair. The rooms are 

well appointed with wood furniture in honey hues and inviting crisp cotton linen. Staying in the heart of Tiger 

country always brings a sense of excitement, and after dark we will hear the cries of night birds and some of the 

nocturnal creatures that inhabit the surrounding 

forests. 

 

Hotel Trident, Agra 

Trident, Agra, set amidst beautiful gardens, 

fountains, landscaped central courtyards, is built 

of red stone reminiscent of the Mughal era. The 

Hotel is literally, a stone's throw away from one 

of the new 7 Wonders of the World, the Taj 

Mahal. 

 

Taj Sawai Madhopur Lodge, 
Ranthambore (Extension) 

There's a new roar in Sawai Madhopur. Less than 5 km from the Ranthambore Railway Station. Vivanta by Taj - 

Sawai Madhopur Lodge, the only heritage hotel in Ranthambore. The original lodge was built over 80 years ago, and 

was a hunting stop for the Maharaja of Jaipur. Tents were pitched on the vast grounds and the royal family camped 

here often. Not much has changed. The original art deco styled lodge still houses the original dining hall, bar and 

lounge. The veranda added later also remains with all its grand style. The tents however have made way for 

luxurious rooms and suites. And while the spirit of the lodge remains, it is a new spirited style that now makes its 

presence felt. Feel the vibe of Vivanta by Taj. A fresh new vibe that complements tradition.  
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The friendly wave that greets you as you drive in 

towards the charming reception sets the tone for the 

many little surprises that are designed to delight. The 

rooms are some of the largest and most spacious in the 

city and are fully loaded with modern comforts.  

 

Discover the pleasure of dining at the extra-long 

Maharaja's table. Check out the modern spa and pool. 

Walk through paths across the lush 12 acre gardens 

and discover campfire spots and amazing outdoor 

dining options. Hunt for the glory of the past. Now re-

captured with a modern vibe. Become a part of our 

world. Experience the heart of the tiger.  


