
India – The Wildlife of Satpura   

Best of Central India 

Naturetrek Tour Itinerary  
 

 

 

Naturetrek Mingledown Barn Wolf’s Lane Chawton Alton Hampshire GU34 3HJ UK 

T: +44 (0)1962 733051 E: info@naturetrek.co.uk W: www.naturetrek.co.uk 

 

Outline itinerary 

Day 1 Depart London. 

Day 2 Mumbai – Bhopal. 

Day 3/8 Satpura National Park. 

Day 9 Bhopal – Mumbai. 

Day 10 Fly London. 

Bori National Park extension 

Day 9/12 Bori National Park. 

Day 13 Bhopal – Mumbai. 

Day 14 Fly London. 

Kanha extension 

Day 9/12 Kanha National Park. 

Day 13 Nagpur – Mumbai.  

Day 14 Fly London. 

 

Dates and costs 
See next page for a complete list 

 
 

Single room supplement 
£895  
(Kanha extension: £395; Bori extension: £695) 

Focus 
Tigers, other mammals, and birds 

  From top: Leopard, Satpura National Park & Sloth Bears 





 

 

 

Departures 

 

2020 

  

Friday 30th October – Sunday 8th November 2020                Cost: £2,995  

Kanha extension: Saturday 7th November – Thursday 12th November 2020         Cost: £995 

Bori extension: Saturday 7th November – Thursday 12th November 2020             Cost: £1,195 

 

Friday 18th December – Sunday 27th December 2020      Cost: £3,295 

Kanha extension: Saturday 26th December – Thursday 31st December 2020 Cost: £1,395 
Bori extension: Saturday 26th December – Thursday 31st December 2020 Cost: £1,395 
 

2021 

 

Friday 22 January – Sunday 31st January 2021      Cost: £2,995 

Kanha extension: Saturday 30th January – Thursday 4th Febrary 2021  Cost: £995  

Bori extension: Saturday 30th January – Thursday 4th Febrary 2021  Cost: £1,195  

 

Friday 5th November – Sunday 14th November 2021                 Cost: £2,995  

Kanha extension: Saturday 13th November – Thursday 18th November 2021        Cost: £995 

Bori extension: Saturday 13th November – Thursday 18th November 2021            Cost: £1,195 

 

Friday 17th December – Sunday 26th December 2021      Cost: £3,295 

Kanha extension: Saturday 25th December – Thursday 30th December 2021 Cost: £1,395 
Bori extension: Saturday 25th December – Thursday 30th December 2021 Cost: £1,395 
 

 

2022 

 

Friday 21st January – Sunday 30th January 2022      Cost: £3,195 

Kanha extension: Saturday 29th January – Thursday 3rd February 2022  Cost: £1,095  

Bori extension: Saturday 29th January – Thursday 3rd Febrary 2022  Cost: £1,295  

 

Friday 4th November – Sunday 13th November 2022                 Cost: £3,195  

Kanha extension: Saturday 12th November – Thursday 17th November 2022        Cost: £1,095 

Bori extension: Saturday 12th November – Thursday 17th November 2022            Cost: £1,295 

 

Friday 9th December – Sunday 18th December 2022      Cost: £3,395 

Kanha extension: Saturday 17th December – Thursday 22nd December 2022 Cost: £1,395 
Bori extension: Saturday 17th December – Thursday 22nd December 2022 Cost: £1,395 
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Indian Eagle-Owl 

T29 Male Tiger in Kanha 

Indian Giant Squirrel 

Orange-breasted Green Pigeon 

Royal Bengal Tiger 

Sloth Bear 

Common Crow butterfly 

Leopard with kill 
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Introduction 

A 10-day holiday to the most scenic and peaceful of 

Central India’s Tiger Reserves, the little-known 

Satpura National Park, in search of a classic selection 

of birds and mammals, including Leopard, Sloth Bear, 

Asian Wild Dog, Gaur and Indian Giant Squirrel. An 

optional extension to Kanha National Park is 

available. 

 

Satpura National Park is one of the most spectacular 

and rewarding of India's Tiger Reserves. It is little-

known and attracts relatively few visitors, having only 

a handful (excellent) tourist lodges. Mammalian 

highlights during a visit to Satpura are likely to include 

Leopard, Sloth Bear, Gaur, Asian Wild Dog and Indian Giant Squirrel, while birds such as Indian Skimmer, Bar-

headed Goose, Grey Junglefowl, both Red and Painted Spurfowl, hornbills, babblers and bee-eaters are among its 

avian specialities. As well as traditional jeep safaris in Satpura, walking safaris are permitted in designated areas of 

the park, and you can explore the shores and inlets of Tawa reservoir by boat or canoe. We stay in a superb wildlife 

eco-lodge during our visit to Satpura and for those who wish to stay at Bori and go in search of Tigers we 

recommend an extension to Bori Sanctuary or Kanha National Park. 

Day 1  Friday 

In Flight 

We depart London in the evening at 8.40pm on British Airways' scheduled flight to Mumbai (where duty-free 

shopping is amongst the best and cheapest in the world).   

Day 2  Saturday 

Mumbai – Bhopal 

Arriving in Mumbai at 11.15am, we will rest in the comfort of the Aviserv Lounge, located at the same terminal. 

We will connect with our Air India flight at 7.25pm 

and arrive Bhopal at 9pm, we will meet our driver 

and transfer to our centrally located hotel, the 19th 

century Palace, Jehan Numa nestled on the slopes of 

Shamla Hill is set in five acres of lush green lawns & 

splashes of colorful bougainvillea. It is a superb 

example of a medley of British Colonial, Italian 

Renaissance & Classical Greek Architecture. The 

gleaming white façade has boldness & simplicity of 

style that is striking & exudes an air of timeless 

graciousness. The Palace was built during the rule of 

Sultan Jehan Begum by her second son General 

Dusk at Satpura National Park 

Jehan Numa Palace Hotel 
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Obaidullah Khan! If we do not stay at the Jehan Numa Palace, a hotel offering an equivalent standard of rooms 

and service will be used. 

Day 3 – 8 Sunday – Friday 

Satpura – Reni Pani Jungle Lodge  

Today, after breakfast we will travel by road to the Satpura National Park. On arrival at Satpura we will check in 

the Reni Pani Jungle Lodge for six nights. 

 

Reni Pani Jungle Lodge is an exquisitely 

designed conservation and wildlife-

focused lodge located close to Satpura 

National Park and Tiger Reserve. The 

lodge has 12 twin-bedded cottages and 

four deluxe ‘tented rooms’, a cosy central 

meeting place called the Gol Ghar and a 

jungle pool. The lodge is spread over 30 

acres of forest and provides an ideal base 

for nature lovers, with magnificent trees, 

a sprawling meadow, a seasonal nullah 

(riverbed), uneven yet beautiful 

topography and water holes that attract several species of birds and animals.  

 

While our time at Satpura, we will be taking morning game drives and in the 

afternoon wildlife viewing will be done by boat and on foot or visa versa. On 

one of the days we will be undertaking a night drive (will be driven straight 

from the park after the afternoon activity ends) to observe the nocturnal life 

prevalent in the area. We will also enjoy a full day excursion to Churna located 

in the Bori Sanctuary within Satpura Tiger Reserve. It is here we are most likely 

to see the tigers and wild dogs. This is mainly because Churna used to have a 

village till 2013, which has been voluntary relocated, and wild herbivores have 

repopulated the area. Three female tigers with cubs are currently found here. 

 

So, why Satpura? Well, it’s our favourite central Indian National Park and Tiger 

Reserve. Yet, surprisingly, Tigers are difficult to see here ... and that’s why we 

love it! This fact means that, for starters, Satpura is not inundated with Tiger-

tourists. Far from it, just between 14 and 18 jeeps are permitted to enter the 

park at a time. And while Satpura’s Tigers are not habituated as they are in 

other parks, and therefore very difficult to see (though we have been successful 

in the past), Satpura does offer a rich variety of other mammals. Nowhere else 

are Gaur (Asian Bison), Sloth Bear and the elusive Asian Wild Dog as easily seen. These species, together with 

Indian Giant Squirrel and Leopard (which is relatively common here) make up Satpura’s ‘big five’. Additionally, 

Sambar, Chital, Nilgai, Blackbuck, Wild Boar, Rhesus Macaque, Common Langur and Marsh Mugger Crocodile 

may also be seen, and perhaps even the elusive Chousingha and nocturnal Rusty-spotted Cat. The park’s fine 

  Blackbuck 
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forests and wetlands also hold a diverse and colourful birdlife — Indian Skimmer, Barheaded Goose, Grey Jungle 

fowl, Red and Painted Spurfowl and a wealth of raptors, hornbills, babblers and bee-eaters being amongst the 

highlights. 

 

Satpura is also central India’s most scenic national park, with a fabulous landscape of hills, forests, rocky outcrops, 

gorges, wide waterways and little streams. 

Concealed within it lie the ruins of ancient 

temples and Stone Age rock paintings — 

tantalising testimony to the thousands of years 

of human occupation of these jungles. Best of 

all, and unlike any other Tiger Reserve in India, 

are the multiple ways in which we are able to 

explore Satpura. Thus, each day, we will be 

doing one jeep safari and a walks or a boat trip 

(subject to water levels) plus will also visit a Reni 

Pani village. So, we do hope that, you will join us 

for this special tour. There is no doubt that the 

wonderful team of Reni Pani Lodge, will make 

us very welcome! 

 

What’s more, Satpura is easy to reach. It lies just a 3-hour drive from the modern airport of Bhopal, from where 

we will be taking our return flight (and we will be visiting the fascinating 10,000-year-old rock shelters of Bhimbetka 

en route back to Bhopal). Best of all, in this clean, peaceful and scenic part of rural India, just three luxury lodges 

service Satpura. They are amongst India’s leading ‘eco-lodges’, and we stay in one of them for six nights. We are 

confident that you will love Satpura and, if you are really concerned that you may not see a Tiger, we visit Kanha 

National Park, where the Tigers are rather more obliging!  

 

On Wednesdays afternoon the national park is closed, for more details please see the end of this tour itinerary.  

 

 

 

Reni Pani Jungle Lodge 
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Reni Pani Jungle Lodge Reni Pani Jungle Lodge 

Reni Pani Jungle Lodge Reni Pani Jungle Lodge 

Leopard Sloth Bear 
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Day 9 Saturday 

Satpura to Bhopal 

We make our final visit to Satpura Tiger Reserve on boat or on 

foot and hope to end our stay with some special sightings! After 

spending six memorable nights in Satpura we drive for three 

hours to Bhopal, the capital of Madhya Pradesh, visiting the 

10,000-year-old rock shelters of Bhimbetka (without a cultural 

guide) en route. We may have some time for a light meal in 

Bhopal before catching our return flight to Mumbai. Our Air 

India flight will depart Bhopal at 9.50pm and arrive Mumbai at 

11.25pm. We will stay an overnight in a hotel, located at the same terminal before boarding our British Airways 

flight to London. 

Day 10  Sunday 

Fly London 

Fly to London at 1.15pm, with British Airways. We will arrive in London at 6pm. 

 

NB. Please note that the itinerary offers our planned programme of excursions. However, adverse 

weather and other local considerations can necessitate some reordering of the programme during the 

course of the tour, though this will always be done to maximise best use of the time and weather 

conditions available.   

Paintings at Bhimbetka 

  Clockwise from top-left: Marsh Mugger Crocodile, Black Eagle, Dhole and Leopard Gecko 



The Wildlife of Satpura - Best of Central India Tour Itinerary 

 

 

© Naturetrek      8  
 

Bori National Park extension     

The Bori National Park is the oldest protected area in India. This ancient forest was notified as a sanctuary in 1865. 

The Bori forest lies to the South of Satpura National Park and to the West of the Pachmarhi Sanctuary. These 

three together form the Pachmarhi Biosphere Reserve and Satpura Tiger Reserve, one of largest and most 

biodiverse landscapes in Central India. With the recent and very successful voluntary village relocation programs, 

the Bori Sanctuary has emerged as one of the most exciting tiger habitats in Central India. The meadows that have 

been formed as a result of this relocation exercise are fast emerging as great areas for herbivore repopulation. This 

repopulation phenomena has also enabled a revival of carnivore population, especially of Tiger and Wild Dog. The 

Bori scnatuary is also home to a diverse range of classic Central Indian wildlife including Sloth Bear, Leopard, Wild 

Dog, Giant Squirrel and Gaur. Common herbivores like Gaur, Sambar, Spotted Deer and Wild Boar are in 

abundance here.  

 

The Bori Wilderness Lodge is your gateway to the exciting Bori Sanctuary. Located a couple of kilometres away 

from the park gate, the lodge is built on a 7.5 acre farmland estate close to Dhapada village. The lodge features 

eight well-appointed rooms with en-suite facilities, an infinity plunge pool, a spa, indoor and outdoor dining and a 

library. The lodge will have best in class naturalist guides who will interpret the wildlife of the Bori Sanctuary. Since 

Bori Wilderness Lodge, will be the first wildlife lodge in the area the safari activities will have a fair bit of exclusivity. 

 

(The minimum number of people required to run this extension is five; however, we may decide to operate it 

with fewer people, at our discretion, with local guides.)  

 

Day 9                Saturday  

Bori Wilderness Lodge 

Post an early lunch, you will leave Reni Pani Jungle Lodge to the boat jetty and take two and a half hour boat ride 

to the Tawa reservoir, where the transfer vehicles will meet you and then take you to the Bori Wilderness Lodge. 

The drive time from Tawa Reservoir to Bori Wilderness Lodge is approximately one and a half hour. In the evening 

you will settle into the lodge and have an early dinner.    

 
Day 10                 Sunday 

Bori Wilderness Lodge 

Today you will enjoy a full day drive to Churna, exploring the Bori Sanctuary. It is here we are most likely to see 

the tigers and wild dogs. This is mainly because Churna used to have a village till 2013, which has been voluntary 

relocated, and wild herbivores have repopulated the area. Three female tigers with cubs are currently found here 

and the number of tigers is growing. On route to Churna there are possibilities of seeing leopard and Sloth Bear. 

After the day excursion, you will return to the lodge. Dinner and Overnight at the lodge.     
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Day 11                  Monday 

Bori Wilderness Lodge 

This morning you will do a morning drive towards Churna hoping to track Tiger, Leopard, Sloth Bear and Wild 

Dogs. You will return to the lodge by noon. This evening, you will go out on a night drive in the buffer zone the 

view nocturnal animals. Dinner and overnight at Bori Wilderness Lodge    

Day 12  Tuesday 

Bori Wilderness Lodge 

Morning game drive will be arranged to Churna hoping to track Tiger, Leopard, Sloth Bear, and Wild Dog. You 

will again return to the lodge by noon. This afternoon you will take a game drive in the Southern and Western 

corner of the park adjoining the Tawa River. There were several villages in this region, but with a successful and 

voluntary relocation of villages, wildlife has started to repopulate the landscape. You can expect to see Leopard 

and Sloth Bear in the area. The occasional Tiger does traverse this landscape. Dinner and overnight at the lodge.    

Day 13 Wednesday 

Bori to Bhopal 

We make our final visit to Bori Sanctuary on foot and hope to end our stay with some special sightings! After 

spending the extra nights in Bori we drive for three hours to Bhopal, the capital of Madhya Pradesh, visiting the 

10,000-year-old rock shelters of Bhimbetka (without a cultural guide) en route. We may have some time for a light 

meal in Bhopal before catching our return flight to Mumbai. Our Air India flight will depart Bhopal late evening 

and arrive Mumbai before midnight. We will stay overnight in a hotel, located at the same terminal before boarding 

our British Airways flight to London. 

Day 14  Thursday 

Fly London 

Fly to London at 1.15pm, with British Airways. We will arrive in London at 6pm. 

 

Kanha National Park and Tiger Reserve extension       

(The minimum number of people required to run this extension is five; however, we may decide to operate it 

with fewer people, at our discretion, with local guides.)  
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Day 9 Saturday 

Kanha National Park / Tiger Reserve 

After our morning game drive we must reluctantly leave Satpura behind today, making a late morning start to 

retrace our steps by bus or car for a full day drive down to The Kanha National Park, a pleasant journey. On route 

we will see traditional Indian villages and fields. 

 

 

We base ourselves for four nights stay in Kanha at Kanha Jungle Lodge or Singinawa Jungle Lodge, both of which 

are comfortable lodges offering twin-bedded stone cottages set amongst flower-filled gardens. All cottages have 

private facilities.  

Day 10 – 12 Sunday – Tuesday 

Kanha National Park / Tiger Reserve 

Kanha Tiger Reserve encompasses 1,945 sq km and is one of the 

largest reserves in India. It occupies a beautiful location on a plateau 

in the Maikal range of hills, and comprises a crescent of forested hills 

that embraces broad undulating grasslands dotted with clumps of 

bamboo and Sal forest. There are small pools and a perennial lake, 

which provide essential drinking holes for the animals. The Reserve 

was first established in 1955 for the protection of Swamp Deer, for 

which it is famous. Once these deer roamed India in herds of many 

thousands. Today there are just 300 left, though this represents a good 

recovery since 1970 when just 70 individuals remained. Since the 

launch of ‘Project Tiger’ in the early 1970s, Kanha has been one of 

Kanha Jungle Lodge 

Tiger  
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the Project’s key Tiger Reserves and, because its wide meadows are so suited to successful Tiger viewing, it is one 

of the best places in the world to search for them. Besides Tigers, we can also hope to observe plenty of Sambar, 

Spotted and Swamp Deer. We should also see Gaur, Wild Boar, Common Langur, Asiatic Jackal, and with luck 

Leopard and Dhole (Indian Wild Dog).  

 

Around 120 species of birds are likely to be encountered around the Reserve during our stay, and these will be 

among the highlights of the tour. There is a good variety of birds of prey here, including Black-shouldered Kite, 

Crested Serpent Eagle, White-eyed Buzzard, Shikra, and a variety of vultures. Open country birds such as Painted 

Francolin, Indian Roller, Yellow- and Red-wattled Lapwings, and a variety of woodpeckers, pigeons, larks, pipits, 

and drongos are common. In the forests, the elusive Malabar Pied Hornbill, Black-headed Oriole, and a selection 

of flycatchers, babblers and warblers may be found. In particular, we shall keep a look out for the very rare Green 

Munia. Sloth Bear and two of India’s lowland antelopes – Chousingha and the beautiful Blackbuck – also occur 

and can be seen with patience and good fortune.  

 

During our stay at Kanha our aim will be to observe, enjoy and photograph the Reserve’s many species of mammals 

and birds. Naturally, we will spend a great deal of time looking for Tigers, and with luck we may see and photograph 

this magnificent animal. Although Kanha is one of the very best reserves for Tiger sightings, and we will be going 

at one of the best times of year, we cannot guarantee them!  

 

Our daily programme will include both morning and evening jeep drives inside the Tiger Reserve. These are, of 

course, all optional and there may be times when you’d prefer to relax back at the lodge and recharge your batteries, 

though the more game drives you do, the more you’ll see! You are likely to see Tigers as well as most of the other 

wildlife you will encounter during the holiday on these game drives.  

 

Each morning we will aim to leave our lodge at around 5.45am, taking a picnic breakfast with us which we can eat 

at one of several designated stopping places, and 

we’ll stay in the Tiger Reserve until midday, 

when it closes (during the hottest part of the 

day). We will return to the Reserve when it opens 

again at 3 or 4pm, depending on the season, and 

stay there until dusk, at around 6.30pm (From 

1st November to 15th February the Reserve 

opens in the afternoon at 3pm and our stay will 

last until dusk at around 5.30pm) In the middle 

of the day, after lunch, there will be time to rest 

or go on short birdwatching walks around the 

lodge.  

 

Swamp Deer in Kanha 
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At some stage we will also visit the Kanha 

Museum, located inside the park, which contains 

fascinating, well-conceived exhibits relating to the 

entire ecosystem and its fauna and flora. Outside 

Kanha Tiger Reserve we will be able to enjoy the 

area’s birdlife on foot, walking being forbidden in 

all the Tiger Reserves of India, for obvious 

reasons! You may even like to accompany your 

guide on some evenings for torch lighting forays 

around the lodge in search of owls, nightjars and 

other nocturnal mammals. 

 

Day 13 Wednesday 

Fly Mumbai  

Today we’ll have our last birdwatching walk around the lodge before leaving Kanha after our lunch. From Kanha 

we will make the 6-hour drive south to Nagpur airport where we will catch the 9.15pm Air India scheduled flight 

to Mumbai. Arriving Mumbai at 11.05pm. We will stay an overnight in a hotel, located at the same terminal before 

boarding our British Airways flight to London. 

Day 14                                                                                                Thursday 

London  

Fly to London at 1.15pm, with British Airways. We will arrive in London at 6pm. 

 

Other extensions 

If you don’t fancy our scheduled extensions, we would be 

delighted to tailor a holiday extension for you that is suited to your 

particular objectives and needs. You might wish to sample some 

of the cultural delights of India, for example, or even to visit 

another national park or Tiger Reserve. In India, anything is 

possible. Please call our India consultant, Rajan Jolly, on 01962 

73301, for expert advice. 

Grading 

This is a mammal and birdwatching tour, based largely around morning and afternoon/evening game drives 

(African safari-style) in open-top jeeps; accordingly the walking is limited to strolling around the grounds of the 

Indian Wild Dogs (Dhole) 

Black-hooded Oriole 
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lodges we stay at, and the tour is graded A (easy). On the main holiday we focus on studies of one national parks 

(amongst the best for Leopards), and minimise the tiring travelling that is a necessary component of so many 

wildlife tours of India which journey relentlessly to park after park.  

Flights 

We use the direct scheduled service of British Airways for this tour to Mumbai from London Heathrow Terminal 

5 because they offer an excellent all-round service (including connecting departures from most of the regional 

airport, though such departures from regional airports will be subject to an additional charge of around £150).  

 

If you would prefer to travel World Travellers Plus (normally available at a supplement charge of around £695) or 

Business (normally available at a supplement charge of around £2,595) or if you would prefer to travel from 

regional airports, please let us know at the time of booking so that we can make the necessary arrangements. We 

will be using Air India or similar for the internal flights within India.   

Clothing   

A separate clothing list will be sent to you on booking. Please inspect it thoroughly. 

Weather  

The temperatures in the national parks of central and northern India vary greatly according to the time and of day 

and season. From October to March (and particularly November – January) it can feel extremely cold in the early 

mornings before the sun rises (the safari jeeps are open-topped and there will be significant headwind as you drive 

to the park gates each morning). Although the lodges provide blankets, you will need adequate warm, wind-proof 

clothing, including a jacket, hats, gloves and multiple layers. Once the sun rises and you stop for breakfast, the 

temperature usually climbs to a very pleasant 15 – 25 ºC. The further we move into March, April and May, the 

hotter the daytime temperatures become, with sun hats, sun cream, cotton clothes and shorts all becoming 

necessary.  

 

If you have any questions about weather, temperatures and packing, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

 

Worldwide weather forecasts can be found at www.bbc.co.uk/weather. 

Food & Accommodation 

All accommodation and meals are included in our price.  

Inclusions / Exclusions 

The following costs are included in the price of the holiday: 

• International and domestic flights in economy class. 

• Full board accommodation throughout (i.e. breakfast, lunch and dinner). A luxury, historic ‘palace hotel’  

in Bhopal, and a fabulous wildlife lodge in Satpura. All rooms have private facilities (as described in the  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/weather
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text above).  

• All transport and guiding. 

• All wildlife excursions, park fees and reserve entry fees. 

 

The following costs are not included and should be budgeted for: 

• Online visa (currently US$40 plus the bank transaction charges of 2.5%). 

• Drinks (though most lodges in the national parks provide boiled drinking water or a bottle of water with 

their compliments). 

• Discretionary tipping (leaders and drivers). During the course of your holiday you will receive periodic  

assistance from a wide variety of enthusiastic, friendly and helpful local guides, jeep drivers, trackers, hotel  

porters, waiters and other local people. The tipping of these individuals will be handled by your tour  

leader(s) and its cost is included within the price of your holiday. 

• Any other personal spending e.g. souvenirs, laundry, camera fees. In Pench, Kanha and Satpura camera  

fees is included. The camera fees in Tadoba is around £3 per entry.    

Checklist & Previous Tour Reports 

Where available, these are automatically provided on booking, and will gladly be sent to you before, if you wish 

for a more detailed preview. 

National Park remain closed to public access on Wednesday afternoons 

The National Parks Authority for Madhya Pradesh have announced that all National Parks in the State will remain 

closed to public access on Wednesday until further notice. This order will affect Pench, Kanha, Bandhavgarh, 

Satpura and Panna Reserves. The inconvenience caused to Naturetrek tour participants is regretted but 

unfortunately there is nothing we can do to facilitate entry during these closures. On occasions when our tour 

itinerary would normally include entry to one of these reserves on a Wednesdays we will arrange alternative natural 

history activities either around the periphery of the National Parks or in nearby wildlife habitats. 

Holi Departure 

Among India’s innumerable festivals, Holi ranks as the most colourful. It celebrates both the arrival of spring and 

death of the demoness Holika. It is customary for celebrants to soak each other with water, coloured dyes and 

even paint, and tourists are by no means immune from receiving a soaking! 

 

The Festival in 2020 on Tuesday 10th March and in 2021 on Monday 29th March; and will have no impact on 

the operation of our tour at that time. Holi is a very important cultural event in the Hindu year and it can provide 

tourists with a chance of seeing an uninhibited aspect of the Indian character that is not so apparent at other 

times. Tour members seeking a quieter day can opt to relax around the lodge or do some birdwatching locally. 

Road travel is discouraged on Holi day, so we are unable to offer any alternative excursions.  
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Diwali Departure 

If your trip co-incides with the festival of Diwali, you can’t fail to notice the festive atmosphere in the streets. 

Diwali is celebrated in the honour of the return of Lord Rama (a revered Hindu deity and King of Ayodhya) with 

his wife Sita and brother Lakshmana to Ayodhya, from a war in which he killed the demon king Ravana. People 

express their happiness by lighting earthen ‘diyas’ (lamps), decorating their houses, bursting firecrackers and 

inviting family and friends to their households to join them in a sumptuous feast. 

 

The Festival falls in 2020 on Saturday 14th November; in 2021 on Thursday 4th November; and on 24th 

October 2020 and will have some impact on the operation of our tour at that time. Unfortunately, central Indian 

national parks will be closed to visitors for one or two days, so we will not be able to undertake game drives on 

that day. We apologise for this interruption to our programme of visits to the reserve but as compensation you 

may wish to observe the Diwali celebrations in one of the nearby villages and enjoy the birding walks around the 

lodge. 

Tour leaders Entry requirements 

Sid Biniwale or Narendran MM only in Satpura. 

Entry requirements 

All UK passport holders and most other nationalities require a visa for India, which is obtainable in advance from 

your nearest embassy.    

Your safety & security 

You have chosen to travel to India. Risks to your safety and security are an unavoidable aspect of all travel and the 

best current advice on such risks is provided for you by the Foreign and Commonwealth Office.  In order to assess 

and protect against any risks in your chosen destination, it is essential that you refer to the Foreign Office website  

– https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/india regularly prior to travel. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures, new dates, tour 

reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

How to book your place 

In order to book your place on this holiday, please give us a call on 01962 733051 with a credit or debit card, book 

online at www.naturetrek.co.uk, or alternatively complete and post the booking form at the back of our main 

Naturetrek brochure, together with a deposit of 20% of the holiday cost plus any room supplements if required. 

If you do not have a copy of the brochure, please call us on 01962 733051 or request one via our website. Please 

stipulate any special requirements, for example extension requests or connecting/regional flights, at the time of 

booking. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/india
http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/


The Wildlife of Satpura - Best of Central India Tour Itinerary 

 

 

© Naturetrek      16  
 

Please provide us with your passport details (passport number, date of issue, date of expiry and your date 

of birth) at the time of booking. It is important to note that game safaris will be booked using the same 

passport details that you provide us at the time of booking, and it will not be possible to change these 

details once they have been booked. (If you renew your passport after booking, please also bring the old 

passport whose details you gave us at the time of booking as this will also be required). 

Early Booking on Tiger Tours is essential! 

New regulations, including a drastic reduction in the number of jeeps and visitors permitted to enter such popular 

reserves as Tadoba, Kanha, Pench and Satpura each day, meant that those booking late could often not be 

accommodated. The simple fact is that the number of beds available at the lodges servicing each of these parks 

now far exceeds the tiny number of visitors permitted to enter each day. We cannot therefore emphasise strongly 

enough that early booking is essential. You really do need to book now if you are to secure a place on a tour that 

visits one of these Tiger Reserves next season.  
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Summary from previous tour 

This report covers the Naturetrek tour ‘Not Just Tigers! Satpura – Best of Central India’, and the Kanha post-tour 

extension. Overall, the trip was a great success with 198 species of bird and 23 mammal species being recorded in 

two different parks: Satpura and Kanha National Parks of India. On the tour there were Four individual Tigers 

were sighted, two sightings of Jungle Cat, a couple of sightings of Dholes and Three sightings of a Sloth Bear. 

 

Being peak winter, good numbers of birds were also observed in Satpura. The canoe ride gave us a number of 

waders, ducks and shorebirds and we were able to get close to the birds. 

 

 

Royal Bengal Tiger (Sub-Adult) 

Indian Giant Squirrels Purple Sunbird 

Sloth Bear 


