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Bedroom of Snow Leopard Trails Lodge 

 

 

Snow Leopard 



Dates & Costs 

 

2021 

 

Monday 22nd February – Sunday 7th March £3,995 

Ranthambore extension: to Thu 11th March £995 

 

2022 

 

Monday 21st February – Sunday 6th March £4,195 

Ranthambore extension: to Thu 10th March £995 

 

Single room supplement 
£1,495 (Extension: from £395) 

Grading 
B/C. Walks will cover uneven snowy ground at altitudes of up to 4000 metres. 

Focus 
Snow Leopard; other Himalayan wildlife plus local culture. 

 
£500 reduction if booked without flights, land only trip (Delhi/Delhi). 

 

Snow Leopard 
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Introduction 

A 14-day Snow Leopard quest based in a warm and comfortable mountain guesthouse. An optional 4-day extension 

to Ranthambore National Park, one of India’s best-known Tiger Reserves, is available. 

 

Few species embody wilderness quite like the Snow Leopard. This legendary cat makes its home in some of our 

planet’s last truly remote places, and until 20 years ago actually seeing one in the wild was thought to be nearly 

impossible. Even after our annual ‘Ladakh – A Snow Leopard Quest’ started to encounter Snow Leopards regularly 

– in the Himalayan winter when the predators and their prey descend to accessible altitudes – we had no option 

but to use tents to shelter ourselves from the bitter cold. Now, by basing our search in a new area, the Ulley Valley, 

we are able to stay throughout our quest in a cosy mountain guesthouse. This new accommodation offers eight 

twin rooms and two shared bathrooms. Hot water is provided in buckets for washing each morning and evening 

as most pipes are frozen at this time of year. Heating is switched off at night when hot water bottles are provided 

to ensure a cosy night’s sleep, and the main living area, built in a traditional style, is heated by a warm central stove. 

This setting, and the friendly hospitality that goes with it, provides a comfortable alternative to camping in this 

remote area as we go in search of one of the world’s rarest and most stunning big cats – a species that is still only 

beginning to reveal its secrets to Western observers. 

 

To reach Ladakh, in the far north-west of India, we must first fly to Delhi. From there we take another flight to 

Leh, Ladakh's capital, which boasts one of the highest airports in the world, at 3,256 metres. Our first three days 

will be spent in Leh, as we acclimatise to the high altitude while enjoying a little local culture and wildlife, which 

could include Solitary Snipe and Ibisbill. Then we will drive west to Ulley, our base for six nights as we search for 

Snow Leopards in an area that is rarely visited by other tourists. 

 

The village lies at the centre of three interlocking valleys that support a healthy population of about 10 Snow 

Leopards. These three valleys can be accessed by road, enabling us to use vehicles to explore the region, but we 

will also search on foot. The effort should be worth it, for with the sharp eyes and expertise of our local guides on 

which to rely, there is an excellent chance of a memorable Snow Leopard sighting – whether at a kill or making its 

solitary way up a remote mountain pass, blending into the wilderness in which it is totally at home. We will also be 

on the lookout for Blue Sheep, the main prey species of the Snow Leopard, plus Asiatic Ibex, Ladakh Urial, Woolly 

Hare and cute Large-eared and Royle's Pikas. The Snow Leopard is not the only predator up here, and with a bit 

of luck we may also encounter the elegant Mountain Weasel, Stone Marten, a pack of Tibetan Wolves, or perhaps 

even Eurasian Lynx – another notoriously elusive feline! As for the birdlife, few species spend the winter here, but 

those that do – the Lammergeiers, Himalayan Griffons, Golden Eagles, Himalayan Snowcock, redstarts, finches 

and accentors – make splendid mountain companions! 

 

We will return to Delhi by flight to complete our tour of the mountainous Himalayan kingdom. In Delhi we will 

end our tour with a visit to the Sultanpur National Park and Bird Sanctuary, 13 miles from our hotel. Sultanpur 

covers less than two square kilometres and was declared a bird sanctuary in 1971 and was upgraded to the status 

of national park in 1991 by the Haryana Government. This is an ideal birding spot; large numbers of migratory 

species arrive each year. We will hope to find species such as Painted and Black-necked Stork, Indian Roller, Sarus 

Crane and Great Spotted Eagle, as well as mammals like Nilgai, or perhaps even Blackbuck or Jungle Cat. The 

habitat is a mix of wetland, woodland and grassland. In the wetland area several trees have been planted on the 

mounds, which provide good nesting and perching opportunities for birds. If you wish to extend your stay we are 



offering a post-tour, 3-night stay in the Ranthambore Tiger Reserve, one of India’s most spectacular and best-

known locations to search for the largest and most charismatic of all cats. 

Day 1   

In Flight  

We depart from London on direct British Airways scheduled flight to Delhi at 11.15am.   

Day 2   

Fly Delhi to Leh 

We will arrive Delhi at around 1.15am and connect with your flight to Leh in Ladakh, scheduled to arrive 7.25am. 

This is a spectacular flight, if the weather is clear, taking us over the Himalayan range to Leh, leaving the hot and 

humid monsoon plains for the arid rocky mountains of trans-Himalayan Ladakh.  

 

Leh is situated at 3,500 metres. Acclimatisation is essential in order for you to enjoy your holiday to the full, and 

we will take things easy at first, spending two full days near to Leh in order to adjust to the altitude. For this reason, 

we will spend the rest of today relaxing in our hotel, which will either be the Mahey Retreat. The hotel has 

spectacular Himalayan views, pleasant grounds and a central location. The rooms are basic but comfortable (heated 

by generator for some hours each day) with en suite facilities.  

 

We will spend most of the day to relax and acclimatising to the altitude. In the evening we will enjoy the 

documentary film or a slide show on Snow Leopard. 

Day 3  

Sightseeing in Leh; cultural visits to Shey & Thiksey 

We will spend a whole day acclimatising to the altitude and exploring the area. Today we will visit Shey, which was 

once the residence of the royal family. The 

monastery here is famous for its high gilded 

statue of Buddha.  

 

Twelve miles from Leh, and spectacularly 

situated, is one of the finest examples of Ladakhi 

architecture – Thiksey. This is one of the largest 

and most impressive Gompas in the area and has 

several temples containing images, stupas and 

exquisite wall paintings. Thiksey monastery has 

an outstanding collection of art in its chambers. 

The Gompa is incredibly atmospheric, with hypnotic chanting and music to be heard in the background, and there 

are wonderful views of the valleys from the roof.  

 

If time permits we will also visit Shanti Stupa and Hemis Gompa, one of the richest, largest and most famous 

Ladakhi Gompas, built during the 1630s. 

Thiksey monastery 
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Day 4 

Latho, Gya and Meru Villages   

Today we will enjoy the dramatic scenery and visit the Latho, Gya and Meru villages in search of Blue Sheep, 

Golden Eagle, Tibetan Partridge, Red-billed Chough and Lammergier. 

Day 5 – 10   

Snow Leopard Trails Lodge, Ulley 

Having fully acclimatised to the altitude, we will then set off on our dedicated 6-day search for Snow Leopards in 

Ulley Valley, west of Leh. We will stay in a basic mountain guesthouse where hot water is provided in buckets for 

washing each morning and evening as most pipes are frozen at this time of year. Heating is switched off at night 

when hot water bottles are provided to ensure a cosy night’s sleep. This setting, and the friendly hospitality that 

goes with it, provides a comfortable alternative to camping in this remote area as we go in search of one of the 

world’s rarest and most stunning large cats. 

 

The village lies at the centre of three interlocking valleys that support a population of about 10 Snow Leopards. 

These three valleys can be accessed by road, enabling us to explore the region by vehicle, but we will also search 

on foot. The effort should be worth it, for with the sharp eyes and expertise of our local guides on which to rely, 

there is an excellent chance of a memorable Snow Leopard sighting – whether at a kill or making its solitary way 

up a remote mountain pass, blending into the wilderness in which it is totally at home. We will also be on the 

lookout for Blue Sheep, the main prey species of the Snow Leopard, plus Asiatic Ibex, Ladakh Urial and cute 

Large-eared and Royle's Pikas. As for the birdlife, few species spend the winter here, but those that do – the 

Lammergeiers, Himalayan Griffons, Himalayan Snowcock, redstarts, finches and accentors – make splendid 

mountain companions! 

Day 11  

Alchi monastry – Leh  

Hopefully, after seeing a Snow Leopard, one of the rarest and most beautiful animals on the planet we will travel 

by road back to Leh visiting Alchi monastery en route. Alchi Monastery is a group of ancient Buddhist shrines that 

together form one of the most important religious centres in Ladakh.  

 

We will arrive Leh and stay a night at Mahey Retreat. 

Day 12  

Fly Leh to Delhi 

Today we will say goodbye to our team and catch a morning internal flight to Delhi, arriving there mid-morning. 

We will transfer to our hotel located close to the airport.  Our stay in Delhi for this holiday is usually at the 5-star 

hotel, The Pullman New Delhi for a convenient access to the Delhi airport, (we cannot guarantee a particular hotel, 

but always endeavor to book one of a high standard not far from the airport).  The hotel features an array of 

eclectic and exciting eateries. Whether you’re looking for a quick bite while you’re on the go or a comfortable 

setting in which to savour a meal, tantalizing options, are at hand. We may also make use of its facilities, which 

include a pool and a spa and health centre before the next phase of our journey. Our stay in this comfortable hotel 



is well deserved before a long flight! If we do not stay at the Pullman Hotel, a hotel offering an equivalent standard 

of rooms and service will be used. The rest of the day will be free for us to explore the city on our own. 

 

Day 13  

Delhi 

Morning will be free, allowing you time to sample some of Delhi’s avian and historical sights, or to just relax at the 

hotel.  

 

In the afternoon there will be a birdwatching trip to Sultanpur National Park and Bird Sanctuary, 13 miles from 

our hotel. Sultanpur covers 1.5 sq km and was declared a bird sanctuary in 1971 and was upgraded to the status of 

national park in 1991 by the Haryana Government. This is an ideal birding spot; large numbers of migratory species 

arrive each year. The habitat is a mix of wetland, woodland and grassland. In the wetland area several trees have 

been planted on the mounds, which provide good nesting and perching opportunities for birds.  

 

Bird species of particular interest includes: White Pelican, Little Cormorant, Painted Stork, Black-headed Ibis, Little 

Egret, Great Egret, Spot-billed Duck, Eurasian Thick-knee, Red-wattled Lapwing, Black-winged Stilt, Black tailed 

Godwit, Spotted Redshank, Shikra, Grey Francolin, Black Francolin, Indian Roller, White-throated Kingfisher, 

India Crested Lark, Red-vented Bulbul, Rose-ringed Parakeet, Laughing Dove, Spotted Owlet, Magpie Robin, 

Greater Coucal, Hoopoe, Purple Sunbird, Baya Weaver, Bank Myna, Common Myna, Blue-tailed and Green bee-

eaters, Bluethroat, Paddyfield Pipit, and Long-billed Pipit.  

 

We check out of our hotel at midday and, after spending the rest of the day birding, there should be time for a 

farewell evening meal at Holiday Inn before our late night transfer to the international airport. 

Day 14  

Fly London 

We depart Delhi in the early hours of the morning on a scheduled British Airways direct flight to London, arriving 

home at around 0730. 
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Ranthambhore Extension 

(The minimum number of people required to run this extension is five; however, we may decide to operate it with 

fewer people, at our discretion, with local guides.) 

Day 13   

Delhi 

After the birding trip and farewell dinner leave the group and stay a night at Holiday Inn.  

Day 14     

Train to Ranthambore 

Today we will be transferred to the railway station to board our train to Sawai Madhopur. On arrival we will be 

driven to Ranthambore Pug Mark Lodge or similar where we will based for our 3-night stay.  ‘Pugmark’, is a 

modern ‘jungle lodge’ consisting of 35 chalet cottages (each room with private facilities), set in 5 acres of grounds 

and with a swimming pool for use on hot afternoons! Time permitting, enjoy a game drive or some birdwatching 

in and around the lodge in the afternoon.  

Day 15 – 16                                 

Ranthambore National Park & Tiger Reserve 

Ranthambore is considered by many to be one of 

India’s most beautiful Tiger Reserves. Encircled by a 

series of high escarpments, the forests, lakes and dry 

scrub that make up the Reserve are dotted with old forts 

and temples, creating a wonderful atmosphere for both 

bird and mammal viewing Ranthambore is perhaps 

most famous for being one of the original ‘Project 

Tiger’ reserves and until recently it provided one of the 

best opportunities anywhere in India of seeing a Tiger. 

With the recent escalation in poaching right across the 

subcontinent, there has been a decline in both numbers 

and sightings. 

Ranthambhore National Park 



 

Each morning we will take a safari into the park between 7:30am and 10am, leaving after tea and biscuits between 

6:30am and 7am in order to gain our place in the entrance queue. We will return to the Reserve when it opens 

again at 2:30pm or 3:30pm, depending on the season, and stay there until dusk, at around 6pm. These timings can 

change anytime without prior notice. In the middle of the day, after lunch, there will be time to rest or go on short 

birdwatching walks around the lodge.  

 

Whether or not you see Tiger on this holiday (and we have been lucky on this tour in the past), you cannot fail to 

be impressed by the sheer variety and number of other mammals and birds that make the Reserve their home. 

Common Langurs are abundant, as are both Spotted 

(Chital) and Sambar Deer; the latter often feed so far 

out into the lakes that only their heads show above the 

water. Nilgai are also fairly common and Barking Deer 

do occur, although they are somewhat harder to find. 

For the very fortunate there is also a chance of tracking 

down a Sloth Bear or perhaps a Chinkara Antelope. 

Mugger Crocodiles are common in the lakes and 

Monitor Lizards are frequently seen around their 

shores. In addition to the mammals and reptiles, we 

will also see a wonderful diversity of birds. Flocks of 

Peafowl are on almost constant show, while on the lakes Cotton Pygmy Geese, Bronze-winged and Pheasant-tailed 

Jacanas are common. The surrounding woodland and grasslands hold such species as Black-rumped Flameback 

Woodpeckers, Tickell’s Blue Flycatcher, Rufous-tailed Finch Lark (an Indian endemic), Painted Spurfowl, Jungle 

Bush Quail, Small Minivet and Stork-billed Kingfisher. In addition, there is an opportunity to find up to five species 

of Owl, including Brown Fish Owl, Dusky Eagle Owl and Collared Scops Owl. On each of our game drives we 

will be accompanied by local guides, whose expert knowledge of the Reserve is invaluable when tracking down 

some of the more elusive species.  

 

From the lodge we will be able to take morning and evening drives into the Reserve in search of its many mammals 

and birds. In between these there is plenty of opportunity for birdwatching around the lodge. The surrounding 

deciduous woodland holds a variety of birds, including Rufous Treepie, Yellow-fronted Pied Woodpecker and 

Brown Rock Chat. During our final morning we may also visit a small open area close to the lodge used as a 

helicopter landing pad. This and the adjacent low hill holds a regular flock of Indian Coursers along with Yellow 

Wattled Lapwing, both Painted and Chestnut-bellied Sandgrouse, Eastern Pied Wheatear and Short-toed Lark.  

     Pugmark, Ranthambore 
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Day 17  

Delhi 

After a final morning game drive, we will return to Delhi 

by train and on reaching Delhi, we will spend our last 

night on the Indian subcontinent at a hotel close to the 

airport, such as the 5-star hotel, The Pullman New Delhi 

for convenient access to the Delhi airport. 

Day 18        
            

London 

This morning we will transfer to Delhi airport to catch our return flight to London which departs Delhi at 11.05am 

and, arrives back at London at 3.25pm. (Flight timings subject to final confirmation nearer the time of departure.)  

 

 

Other extensions 

If our scheduled post-tour Ranthambore extension isn’t for you, we would be delighted to tailor a different holiday 

extension suited to your particular objectives and needs. You may wish to sample some of the cultural delights of 

India for example, or visit a different national park or Tiger reserve. In India, anything is possible; just call our 

India consultant, Rajan Jolly on 01962 73301 for expert advice. 

Weather  

It will be very cold in Ladakh. You are 

visiting one of the world’s highest and 

most remote mountain ranges, where 

conditions are unpredictable – snow 

may fall at any time. For much of the 

winter the sun does shine in this 

region, to the north of the Himalayas, 

and at altitudes between 3,700 and 

4,500 metres, we will expect sunny 

weather with a chill wind. 

Temperatures could drop as low as -

30°C at night but are more typically 

between -8°C and -25°C. Heavy snow can of course fall at any time at this season. Conditions underfoot may be 

very difficult – icy, snowy and steep.  

Food & Accommodation  

These are all included in the price except for main meals in Delhi.  

Brown Fish Owl 

Lammergeiers 



Inclusions / Exclusions 

The following costs are included in the price of the holiday: 

• International and domestic flights in economy class. 

• Full board accommodation throughout (i.e. breakfast, lunch and dinner) except for main meals in Delhi.  

• All transport and guiding. 

• All wildlife excursions, park fees and reserve entry fees. 

 

The following costs are not included and should be budgeted for: 

• Online visa (currently US$40 plus the bank transaction charges of 2.5%). 

• Drinks (though most lodges in the national parks provide boiled drinking water or a bottle of water with 

their compliments). 

• Discretionary tipping. 

• Any other personal spending e.g. souvenirs, laundry, in-transit expenses, meals on trains, camera fees.  

Flight 

We use the direct scheduled service of British Airways for most of our tours to India from London Heathrow 

Terminal 5 because they offer an excellent all-round service (including connecting departures from most of the 

regional airport, though such departures from regional airports will be subject to an additional charge of around 

£150) and competitive fares.  

 

If you would prefer to travel World Travellers Plus (available at a supplement of around £595) or Business 

(available at a supplement charge of around £2,595). 

 

If you would prefer to travel from regional airports, please let us know at the time of booking so that we can 
make the necessary arrangements and obtain a competitive fare. 

Clothing 

You will need to be very well equipped for this holiday. Essential equipment: A down jacket, woolly hat/balaclava, 

skiing type gloves, waterproof jacket and warm outdoor-wear trousers, fleece (and many other warm layers), 

thermal underwear – more than one set recommended, sturdy 4-season good-quality walking boots. You will be 

cold if you do not bring these items. A full list of essential and recommended clothing will be provided with your 

Pre-departure information. 

Safety & Security 

You have chosen to travel to India. Risks to your safety and security are an unavoidable aspect of all travel and the 

best current advice on such risks is provided for you by the Foreign and Commonwealth Office.  In order to assess 

and protect against any risks in your chosen destination, it is essential that you refer to the Foreign Office website 

– https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/india regularly prior to travel. 
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How to book your place 

In order to book your place on this holiday, please give us a call on 01962 733051 with a credit or debit card, book 

online at www.naturetrek.co.uk, or alternatively complete and post the booking form at the back of our main 

Naturetrek brochure, together 

with a deposit of 20% of the 

holiday cost plus any room 

supplements if required. If you do 

not have a copy of the brochure, 

please call us on 01962 733051 or 

request one via our website. 

Please stipulate any special 

requirements, for example 

extension requests or 

connecting/regional flights, at the 

time of booking. Please note that 

our Snow Leopard departures 

tend to book up a long time in 

advance. Please book as early as 

possible to avoid disappointment.  

 

Please provide us with your passport details (passport number, date of issue, date of expiry and your date 

of birth) at the time of booking. It is important to note that game safaris will be booked using the same 

passport details that you provide us at the time of booking, and it will not be possible to change these 

details once they have been booked. (If you renew your passport after booking, please also bring the old 

passport whose details you gave us at the time of booking as this will also be required). 

 

Highlights from our February 2019 departure 

 

The main highlight of this amazing tour has to be the three sightings of a female Snow Leopard with two cubs! 

Our longest sighting lasted for two and a half hours, when we observed good interaction between them; a 

wonderful insight into Snow Leopard family life’, writes tour leader, Durgesh Singh. 

 

‘Our day trip to the villages of Gya, Meru and Sasoma yielded Bharals (Himalayan Blue Sheep), Brandt's Mountain 

Finch, Guldenstadt’s Redstart, Lammergeier, Golden Eagle and Tibetan Partridge, as well as Common Kestrel and 

Red Fox. En route to Ulley we saw a good number of Ladakh Urials and Chukar. 

 

We stayed in the Snow Leopard Trails Lodge and, from here, we spotted a female Snow Leopard with two eight-

month-old cubs very close to the lodge, on the second day! We also saw Asiatic Ibex, Tibetan Wolves and more 

Red Foxes quite near to Hemis Sukpachan and in the Ulley area on multiple occasions. 

 

As a total contrast in habitat, when we came back to Delhi, our trip to Sultanpur National Park, with its wetland 

areas, was really relaxing. We saw good number of birds which included migratory Northern Pintail, Shoveler, 

Gadwall and Garganey. 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/

