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Outline itinerary   

Day 1 Fly Bamako Day 9/10 Timbuktu 

Day 2 Bamako Day 11/13 Boat journey on the River Niger 

Day 3 Segou Day 14 Mopti 

Day 4 Djenneé Day 15  Segou 

Day 5 Mopti Day 16 Depart Bamako 

Day 6/7 Dogon country Day 17 Arrive London 

Day 8 Douentza   

 
 

Dates and cost 
Weds 10th November - Fri 26th November £3,295 

Single room supplement 
£340 

Grading 
Generally an easy-paced tour, if adventurous, tour; 
although with some walking in Dogon country. Grade B 

Focus 
Local cultures, artefacts and wildlife  
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NB. Please note that the itinerary below offers our planned programme of excursions.  However, adverse 
weather & other local considerations can necessitate some re-ordering of the programme during the 
course of the tour, though this will always be done to maximise best use of the time and weather 
conditions available.   

Day 1  Wednesday 

Bamako 

We leave London on a daytime flight to Bamako, capital of Mali, via Charles de Gaulle airport, Paris. We arrive in 
Bamako in the evening and transfer to our hotel. Regional departures with Air France are available; please enquire 
for details. 

Day 2  Thursday 

Bamako 

After a leisurely breakfast we’ll spend the morning visiting “point G” for a view over the city, the national museum 
with its fine collection of artefacts and the bustling and colourful city centre market. In the late afternoon, after 
lunch and a siesta at the hotel, we’ll take a birding walk in Bamako’s botanic garden and then finish the day with a 
sundowner by the river Niger itself. During the course of this relaxing and varied first day we’ll encounter a 
satisfying range or typical southern Malian birds which may well include Western Plantain-eater, Senegal Parrot, 
Speckled Pigeon, Wire-tailed Swallow, Brown Babbler, Common Bulbul, Bronze-tailed Glossy and Long-tailed 
Purple Starlings, Beautiful Sunbird and Yellow White-eye. 

Day 3 Friday 

Segou 

In the morning we’ll leave Bamako and drive north through a gently rolling, surprisingly well-wooded landscape 
interspersed with villages, farmsteads, maize and millet fields and attractive rocky outcrops. We’ll make a series of 
short stops and look out for birds such as Grasshopper Buzzard, Fox Kestrel, Grey and Red-billed Hornbills and 
the bizarre little Piapiac, which often rides on the backs of the cattle. Colourful Abyssinian Rollers are likely to be 
sitting on the roadside wires and, if we’re lucky, we may encounter a stunning Violet Turaco or a showy Yellow-
crowned Gonolek. Lunch will be in Segou and then we’ll take a short boat trip along the Niger, perhaps visiting the 
pottery-firing village of Kalabougou, and soak up a little more of the atmosphere of this extraordinary country. The 
human activity on the river will no doubt be fascinating and the birds are sure to be diverse and exciting. In a short 
space of time we are likely to encounter a huge range of species including various herons and egrets, Osprey, Black-
shouldered and African Swallow-tailed Kites, Grey Kestrel, Spur-winged and Senegal Wattled Plovers, Senegal 
Thick-knee, African Jacana, Gull-billed Tern, Pied and Malachite Kingfishers, Northern Carmine Bee-eater and our 
first Egyptian Plovers. Towards sunset we’ll conclude this satisfying day and head back to Segou and our rooms at 
the auberge. 
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Day 4 Saturday 

Djenne 

Today we travel on north-eastwards through typical Sahel countryside dotted with small mud brick villages each 
with its own unique little mud mosque. Busy White-billed Buffalo Weaver colonies are regular features in the village 
trees and other roadside birds are likely to include Dark Chanting and Gabar Goshawks, Senegal Parrot, Namaqua 
Dove, African Palm Swift, Rufous-crowned Roller, Little Green Bee-eater, Fork-tailed Drongo and the bizarre Sahel 
Paradise Whydah involved in its conspicuous bounding courtship flights. In the late afternoon we turn off the main 
Bamako/Mopti road, out across the southern end of the so-called “inland delta “of the Niger, towards the legendary 
town of Djenne. The patchwork of wet and dry areas along this last stretch of the journey can be very productive 
for birds and we will be on the look out for Chestnut-bellied Sandgrouse, Black-headed Plover, various wetland 
species and a range of raptors including Hooded Vulture, Pallid and Marsh Harriers, Lanner Falcon and Grey 
Kestrel. Djenne itself, filling a small island in the floodlands, was once an important trading outpost and centre of 
Islamic learning and its mud buildings and dusty traffic-free streets retain a timeless and fascinating medieval quality 
– an extraordinary place to finish up in at the end of the day!    

Day 5 Sunday 

Mopti 

At first light we will take a walking tour of Djenne town. Winding our way through the labyrinthine streets as the 
town wakes up we’ll soak up a good deal of the atmosphere of this wonderful and historic place and visit both the 
Grand Mosque, reputedly the largest mud building in the world, and the tomb of the girl sacrificed to placate evil 
spirits who plagued the founding of the town. Small birds to look out for as we wander around include Red-chested 
Swallow, Village Indigobird, Long-tailed Pygmy Sunbird, Western Olivaceous Warbler and the ubiquitous Red-billed 
Firefinch. After a late breakfast back at the campement we’ll retrace our steps to the main road, birding en-route, 
and then continue our journey to Mopti, a large busy trading town at the confluence of the Niger and Bani rivers. 
The unbelievably bustling and colourful harbour and market area of Mopti has to be seen to be believed, and is 
likely to be a highlight of the tour for many. After lunch at a harbourside restaurant we’ll check into our comfortable 
riverside hotel before setting out to explore the town more thoroughly. 

Day 6  Monday 

Pays Dogon 

Leaving Mopti after an early breakfast we will head eastwards towards Pays Dogon through patchily wooded 
country where we should see more Red-billed and Grey Hornbills, Senegal Parrots and Grey Plantain-eater plus 
Red-necked Buzzard and hopefully both Bearded and Vieillot’s Barbets. As we continue the journey so the scenery 
changes and dramatic sandstone bluffs begin to appear. Songo will be our first Dogon village and we will wander 
through the haphazard streets and granaries to the famous circumcision rock to view the colourful rock paintings on 
the cliff face above. Rock Martins and Little Swifts are likely to be cruising along the cliff tops whilst noisy 
Neumann’s Starlings will be whistling from the ledges, blotting out the subtler songs of Cinnamon breasted Rock 
Buntings. This is a good area for Booted Eagle and Hooded Vulture and around the village we may see House 
Buntings and handsome little Warbling Silverbills.  
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From Songo we continue deeper into Dogon Country. The famous Dogon onion fields follow the little river valleys 
but overall the landscape becomes more arid as we proceed and we are likely to begin to see such open country 
birds as Northern Anteater Chat and wintering Northern and Isabelline Wheatears. Late in the afternoon we will 
pass through Sangara and descend the dramatic Bandagiara escarpment in the heart of Dogon Country to our 
accommodation in a campement in one of the Dogon villages. 

Day 7  Tuesday 

Pays Dogon 

Today we spend a full day in Dogon Country where we will divide our time between visiting Dogon villages and 
exploring the adjacent savannah and woodland. Nestled on the talus slopes below the towering cliffs of the 
Bandiagara escarpment and typically overlooked by the earlier cave dwellings of the enigmatic Telem people hewn 
out of the cliff faces above, the Dogon villages are truly fascinating places and we will have ample time to appreciate 
the architecture and learn about Dogon culture.  
 
Birds here are exciting too. House Buntings are everywhere around the boulder strewn villages and we will look out 
for neat little Lavender Waxbills, Red-cheeked Cordon-bleus, the restricted Kulikouro Firefinch, almost a Malian 
endemic, and striking Cliff Chats. In quieter areas we may find Stone Partridges scuttling over the rocks, and the 
crags above are frequented by Alpine and Pallid Swifts, Rock Doves, the ubiquitous Rock Martin, Neumann’s 
Starlings and regular Lanner Falcons. The woodlands below holds Fine-spotted and Grey Woodpeckers, Green 
Wood-hoopoe, Senegal Eremomela and a range of Western Palaearctic winterers including Melodious, Subalpine, 
Western Bonelli’s and Wood Warblers; whilst in the more open savannah country we are likely to find handsome 
Fox Kestrels sitting up on the scattered trees, Isabelline and Black-eared Wheatears, Familiar Chat and wintering 
Woodchat Shrikes. All in all we have the makings of a thoroughly interesting and enjoyable day! 

Day 8  Wednesday 

Douentza 

After some early morning birding and a visit to a last Dogon village we will leave Pays Dogon and head north 
towards Douentza, en-route to Timbuctou. During the course of the morning we leave the Bandiagara escarpment 
behind and move into more open, flatter, altogether more arid terrain. This dry savannah is the land of the Fulani, 
nomadic herdsmen. The birds change with the landscape, and alongside the now familiar Red-billed Hornbills and 
Abyssinian Rollers we begin to find flocks of Chestnut-backed Sparrow Larks and Speckle-fronted Weavers in the 
dust at the roadsides and elegant Black Scrub Robins singing from acacia thickets. Late in the afternoon after an 
interesting and exciting drive we will arrive at our campement in the remote outpost of Douentza, just a day’s drive 
from Timbuctou! 

Day 9 Thursday 

Timbuctou 

After an early breakfast we will leave Douentza and head north on the dirt highway to Timbuctou. At first we pass 
spectacular towering sandstone escarpments and then the landscape levels out again into rolling golden grassland 
marked with occasional scattered acacias. As we travel we will see few other vehicles and even fewer settlements and 
human activity is likely to be restricted to just the occasional Fulani herdsmen with their livestock. Bush-top 
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Southern Grey and Woodchat Shrikes are regular features of the landscape whilst Singing Bush Larks, both Black-
crowned and Chestnut-backed Sparrow Larks, Northern and Isabelline Wheatears and colourful Chestnut-bellied 
Starlings are common. Brown-necked Ravens and Yellow-billed Kites put in occasional appearances and early on we 
have a good chance of encountering flocks of handsome Chestnut-bellied Sandgrouse passing swiftly overhead. We 
will make various short stops to stretch our legs and admire the scenery, taking care to check any nearby trees or 
bushes for any exciting small birds such as Yellow-crowned Gonolek, Cricket Warbler or Sudan Golden Sparrow.  
 
In the late afternoon we abruptly arrive at the Niger floods: a vast expanse of open water fringed by wonderfully 
green vegetation. The birdlife is similarly transformed and suddenly we are confronted by Whiskered Terns hawking 
over the water, shrilly calling Yellow Wagtails, vivid Yellow-crowned Bishops buzzing over the papyrus beds and 
vast wheeling flocks of Red-billed Queleas, perhaps being harried by a dashing Red-necked Falcon. A half hour ferry 
crossing will take us to Kabara, the port for Timbuctou, from where it is just a short drive into the fabled city itself. 

Day 10  Friday 

Timbuctou 

In the morning we will go on a walking tour around Timbuctou visiting all the various sites of historic interest 
including the famous Jinguereber mosque and the houses used by the early Christian explorers Laing, Caille and 
Barth. Run-down and dusty it may be, but Timbuctou holds a timeless and fascinating excitement and we are 
unlikely to be disappointed by our experience here. The afternoon is set aside to further explore the city at your own 
pace if you wish or come out on a drive into the nearby desert to look for various specialist desert birds including 
the ever-engaging Fulvous Babbler. 

Days 11-13  Saturday - Monday 

by the River Niger 

After breakfast we leave Timbuctou and drive the short distance back to Kabara to join our comfortably equipped 
boat and begin our four-day journey along the mighty Niger. Soon we will be chugging sedately upstream through 
an endless wide-open tapestry of water, sky, marshland and desert regularly punctuated by neat mud-brick villages 
and mosques. During the days we will make regular short stops at villages and to explore the various riverside 
habitats and each evening we will set up camp on the riverbank. The human activity along the river, the various 
small fishing pirogues and the larger pinnaces ferrying people and goods up and down stream will provide us with 
endless interest and fairly soon we will slip comfortably into the slow, relaxed rhythm of river life.  
 
Naturally birdlife along the river is rich and during the course of the journey we can expect to see a host of species. 
Showy Pied Kingfishers are numerous, Whiskered, White-winged and Gull-billed Terns are rarely out of view, both 
Collared and Black-winged Pratincoles are frequent sights and waders along the banks include regular Senegal 
Thick-knees, and Spur-winged, Kittlitz’s and Egyptian Plovers. Raptors include Marsh Harriers, Ospreys, Dark 
Chanting Goshawks and the occasional spectacular African Fish Eagle and as we settle down at our evening camps 
we have a good chance of finding both Freckled and Long-tailed Nightjars. During the afternoon of the third day 
we will pass through the vast open reed-fringed waters of Lake Debo and here we may well encounter African 
Darter, Western Reef Egret, Spur-winged Goose and Purple Swamphen whilst on the floods nearby are truly vast 
flocks of White-faced Whistling Duck, Ruff, Black-tailed Godwits and Garganey. This is a rich feast indeed and is 
rounded off nicely by the ever-present possibility of a Hippopotamus or a Crocodile. 
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Day 14  Tuesday 

Mopti 

Our final day on the river starts with us leaving Lake Debo and entering a narrow channel through a vast papyrus 
swamp. Weaving along past occasional little Bozo fishing settlements on the few firm islands amongst the reeds, we 
are treated to some of the best birding of the trip. We will see a wide range of species that are likely to include Reed 
Cormorant, Squacco and Purple Herons, Intermediate and Great Egrets, Glossy Ibis, Ferruginous Duck, African 
Jacana, Red-necked Falcon, Great-spotted Cuckoo, Senegal Coucal, Northern Carmine Bee-eater, Malachite 
Kingfisher, River Prinia, Black-headed Weaver, Yellow-crowned Bishop and Fan-tailed Widowbird. 
 
Once out of the swamp we pass through a well-wooded stretch of river with our best chance of seeing Green 
Monkeys, likely to be spotted eyeing us nervously from the thick riverside vegetation. After this excitement we can 
settle down for our last few hours watching the slow life of the river pass by before we finally arrive back to the 
bustle of Mopti and the comfortable Kanaga Hotel. 

Day 15  Wednesday 

Segou 

Leaving Mopti we begin to retrace our steps back to Bamako. During the course of a leisurely journey we will make 
various short birding stops and although most of the birds will now be familiar we can hope to encounter a few new 
ones with perhaps a Brown Snake Eagle, some Double-spurred Francolins or diminutive Black-billed Wood Doves 
or even a striking Jacobin Cuckoo. We should arrive at the auberge in Segou in good time to settle in and explore a 
little of the town, the former French colonial capital, before dinner. 

Day 16   Thursday 

Bamako/In flight 

This morning we will make the last stage of our journey back to Bamako. Another relaxed drive should give us 
opportunity for some last birding en-route and some time to explore the capital before we enjoy our last dinner and 
head to the airport for our overnight flight to Paris. 

Day 17  Friday 

In flight/London 

After arriving in Paris in the early morning we will connect with our on-going flights back to London or other 
airports. 

 

Grading 

Most of the trip can be accomplished with quite short walks, but the terrain is usually rough underfoot and in 
Dogon Country there will be some steep gradients. 
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Weather 

The average November temperature in Mali is 25ºC (77ºF), making it one of the coolest months. Note that it will 
usually be hotter than this in the middle of the day. Normally there is no rain. 

Accommodation and meals 

All meals are included in the price. 
 
Hotels in Bamako, Timbuktu, Mopti and Ségou (eight nights) have rooms with private facilities. In Djenné, Pays 
Dogon and Douentza we stay in Campements which are somewhat more basic. They have toilets and showers on a 
shared basis, although one or two of the rooms have their own WC. 
 
The three nights camping on the river is fairly simple. We use medium-sized tents, which sleep two persons. You are 
expected to put up your own tent but the guides are always glad to help you if you have any difficulties.  Excellent 
meals are prepared for us from some of the wonderful raw materials available in Mali, and we eat these at a table 
seated on camp chairs.  Basins and washing water are provided, and a screen is erected to provide privacy for 
ablutions. 

How to book your place 

In order to book your place on this holiday, you will need to read our main Naturetrek brochure thoroughly and 
complete and return the enclosed booking form, together with a deposit of 20% of the holiday cost.  If you do not 
have a copy of this brochure please give us a call on 01962 733051, and we will gladly post one to you. 


