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Outline itinerary 

Day 1 Fly Tirana and transfer to Virpazar 

Day 2/3 Virpazar 

Day 4 Ulcinj Salt Pans 

Day 5/7 Durmitor National Park 

Day 8 Northern Albania 

Day 9 Fly London 

Departs 

April 

Focus 

Primarily birds, pus other wildlife and landscapes 

Grading 

Day walks only. Grade A.  

Dates and Prices 

Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk (tour code MNE01)  

Highlights: 

 Unspoilt forest in Durmitor National Park 

 Dalmatian Pelicans & Pygmy Cormorants on 

Skadar Lake.  

 Spring migrants including Bee-eater, Hoopoe, 

Yellow Wagtail & Woodchat Shrike 

 Waders, such as Wood Sandpiper & Kentish 

Plover 

 Woodpecker & Raptors, including Black & Three-

toed Woodpecker and Northern Goshawk 

 Stunning scenery  

 Expert local guides 

 
Images from top: Durmitor NP, Rock Bunting, Northern 

Goshawk (courtesy of Shutterstock) 



Montenegro Tour Itinerary 

 

© Naturetrek     December 19 2 

 

Introduction  

Montenegro is a fantastic little country, rich in history and with stunning scenery. From beaches, 

sand dunes and salt pans along its coast to the dramatic interior mountains there is a wide range 

of habitat for wildlife, providing vital stopover points for many migrating birds. Timed to coincide 

with the spring migration, this tour will focus 

primarily on birds, although there will also be 

plenty of plants, amphibians, reptiles and insects 

to be found.  

 

Starting in the south of the country we will explore 

the area around the beautiful Lake Skadar, nestled 

between the mountains on the Montenegro / 

Albania border. Basing ourselves in the historic 

village of Virpazar with easy access to the lake, we 

will be looking for waders, gulls and other water birds, including Whiskered Terns, Little Egrets, 

Squacco Herons and the rare Dalmatian Pelican. During our stay here we will also journey to the 

Adriatic coast as we search for Curlew Sandpiper, Black-necked Grebe, Cirl Bunting and Eurasian 

Hoopoe.  

 

For the latter half of the holiday we make our way inland to Durmitor National Park, famed for its 

high peaks, deep canyons and glacial lakes. This is one of the oldest national parks in Montenegro, 

and a UNESCO World Heritage Site, containing an impressive 48 peaks above 2000m (part of the 

Dinaric Alps), one of Europe’s deepest river 

canyons and 17 glacial lakes known as gorske oči 

(mountain eyes). The forests here are home to 

Black Woodpecker, Common Crossbill and 

Crested Tit, while the open meadows attract 

raptors such as Northern Goshawk and Golden 

Eagle. The valleys, meanwhile, provides migrants 

such as Collared Flycatcher with a sheltered route 

through the mountains, and we hope to see them 

in good numbers. 

 

Finally, after a fantastic week of birding, we will return across the border to northern Albania where 

you may choose to extend your holiday with a few days in the lovely, capital city - Tirana. 

 

  

 

 

 

Lake Skadar 

Zabljak 
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Itinerary 

Please note that the itinerary below offers our planned programme of excursions.  However, adverse 

weather & other local considerations can necessitate some re-ordering of the programme during 

the course of the tour, though this will always be done to maximise best use of the time and weather 

conditions available.   

Day 1 Fly Tirana, transfer to hotel 

We depart London on a morning flight to Tirana in Albania, and on 

arrival transfer to our hotel in Virpazar, a sleepy town on the shore of 

Lake Skadar, where Scops Owl are often heard calling in the evenings. 

This will be our base for the next 4 nights. Depending on the time, 

we may be able to make a stop or two along the way. 

Day 2 Virpazar 

This morning we will take to the water and enjoy a boat ride on Lake 

Skadar. The lake is one of Europe’s largest fresh water bodies and 

home to some Dalmatian Pelicans. If we are fortunate, we will be able 

to find a number of these magnificent birds. At this time of year, 

many migrants are making their way north again for their breeding 

season and will stop off at the lake to rest or feed, while resident birds will be starting to mate or 

nest. Spring migration can turn up a number of surprises so we may come across a few unexpected 

birds. Species that we are likely to encounter include Black-necked Grebe, Pygmy Cormorant, 

Squacco Heron, Little Egret, Whiskered Tern and Red-rumped Swallow. As we explore the lake we 

are likely to observe some mating and territorial behaviour. (NB. We will be adhering to a code of 

conduct which states that a distance of at least 300m must be maintained from the pelicans, and 

boat engines shut off while watching them). 

The lake colour can change throughout the 

day depending on the angle of the sun and 

amount of cloud cover, while the vegetation 

on shore will be starting to display a variety 

of shades and hues as the leaves and flowers 

of different plant species begin to grow.  

 

This afternoon we will explore the scenic 

southern shore of the lake. Here karst hills 

rise from the marshy edges of the lake, 

creating rocky areas interspersed with shrubs and sweet chestnut orchards provide habitat for 

Sombre Tit, Western Rock Nuthatch, Blue Rock Thrush, Cirl Bunting and, possibly, Rock Partridge. 

This area is famous for medicinal herbs and wild orchids, and at this time of year the colourful spring 

flowers should be carpeting the landscape. On warm, dry days some early butterflies will take to 

the air and reptiles will come out to bask.  

 

Dalmatian Pelican 

Eurasian Scops Owl 
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Day 3  Lake Skadar 

Initially heading up the Rijeka Crnojevica valley 

that leads away from Lake Skadar, we travel 

towards Cetinje (the former capital of 

Montenegro). It is a stunning landscape where 

the river meanders between the hills and into the 

lake. We will spend much of today on the road, 

enjoying an incredibly scenic journey with plenty 

of stops on the way. Our journey today will take 

us into Lovćen National Park, and we will make a 

point of stopping here to stretch our legs and 

enjoy some birding. The lower areas of the park consist mainly of black beech, with munika pines 

found on the higher slopes. The park includes a monument to Montenegro’s national hero, Njegoš, 

one of the last vladika (ruling bishop- a political, military and religious leader). He was a well-

respected leader, but is also known for writing an epic poem called ‘Mountain Wreath’. Clumps of 

spring flowers should be starting to flower, with crocuses, primroses and anemones creating 

beautiful patches of colour. As we drive through this area, which is located on the border between 

the Mediterranean Coast and the inland habitats, we will be looking out for Crag Martin, Blue Rock 

Thrush, Black-eared Wheatear and Rock Bunting. Before we wind out way downwards again, we will 

be able to enjoy a fantastic vista of Kotor Bay and the surrounding mountains.  

 

We continue on our way through the hills and arrive at the very scenic Bay of Kotor. The bay is 

sometimes referred to as Europe’s most southerly fjord, but it is actually a “ria”, or coastal inlet, 

formed by the partial flooding of an unglaciated river valley. Our journey will take us past the shores 

to Kotor, another ancient and beautiful town set between the water and dramatic cliffs that tower 

about the city walls. From here we will travel to Tivat saltpans, to walk along the dykes, where we 

hope to find a number of wader species, including Eurasian Spoonbill, as well as Great and Little 

Egrets, Cetti’s Warbler and Zitting Cisticola. It consists of intertidal habitat where pools with varying 

levels of salinity support a range of vegetation from sedges and soft reeds to reed beds and scrub. 

It is grazed by cattle which helps keep the growth of certain plants down and creates good breeding 

areas for waders such as Redshank and Snipe. Around 20% of all European bird species have been 

found in the salt pans.  

 

As we turn southwards, we will follow the coastal route, past Budva and Sveti Stefan, to Buljarica 

Bay, a long beach by wetlands that contain reed beds and water channels with nearby olive groves. 

Here we will hope to find Olive-tree Warbler, Rock Nuthatch, Eleonora’s Falcon and Levant 

Sparrowhawk.  Once again we will spend the night in our hotel at Virpazar. 

 

Virpazar & Lake Skadar 
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Day 4  Ulcinj Salt Pans 

 

This morning we will make our way south, away from the lake. As we drive, we will keep an eye out 

for hunting harriers, Corn Bunting and Yellow Wagtail. Our destination is the Ulcinj saltpans which 

are situated on the Adriatic coast and consist of a series of shallow pans covering an area of around 

15 km². The area is a disused salt excavation area 

and water levels can fluctuate throughout the year. 

The pans lie to the south of the Ulcinj, a nice seaside 

town with an Albanian feel, and attract thousands of 

birds during the migration seasons, including Marsh 

Sandpiper, Stone Curlew, Wood Sandpiper, Curlew 

Sandpiper, Collared Pratincole, Calandra and Short-

toed Lark. Greater Flamingos are also a common 

sight here and can be found in large flocks.  

 

We will spend time later today at the Velika Plaza (“Big Beach”), which is 12 km long and located to 

the south of Ulcinj. Parts of it run alongside the River Buna, where some of Montenegro’s last 

remnants of sand dune lie adjacent to grasslands, 

forests and wetlands, and form an extremely 

important stop over area for European Bee-eater, 

Eurasian Hoopoe, many Yellow Wagtail, Tawny 

Pipit and Woodchat Shrike. The coastal areas are 

also good for roosting Mediterranean Gull, with 

the occasional Slender-billed or Audouin’s Gull 

also being seen. 

 

As we return towards Virpazar, we will make a stop 

at Sasko Lake where we will be looking for a variety 

of storks, herons, ducks, geese and other water 

birds that make their home here. 

 

 

Eurasian Hoopoe 

Greater Flamingo on the Ulcinj Salt Pans 

Marsh Sandpiper 
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Day 5-7  Durmitor National Park 

Today we leave Virpizar behind, and travel north towards Durmitor National Park. Our journey will 

take us through some spectacular scenery, including the Tara Gorge, so we will allow plenty of time 

to stop and enjoy the wildlife and scenery en-route. It is likely to get colder as we head north and 

there is a good chance that the mountains will still 

be covered in snow at this time of year. 

 

For the next three nights we will be staying in 

Zabljak, right on the edge of the national park, 

situated at 1600m. Should we arrive early enough, 

we will visit some grassy meadows above the 

town that are known to attract migrating raptors 

and songbirds.  

 

The following days will be spent within Durmitor National Park itself, where we will explore the 

pristine forests and search for Black Woodpecker, Grey-headed Woodpecker, Crested Tit, Firecrest 

and Common Crossbill. Our exact itinerary will be 

determined by the weather and the extent of any 

remaining snow. An area of dwarf pine may yield 

Ring Ouzel and Alpine Chough, and we should also 

keep an eye on the sky above as Goshawk, Peregrine, 

Golden Eagle and Short-toed Eagle are all possible. 

The sheltered valleys, meanwhile, are a great place to 

look for Sombre Tit, Dipper, Grey Wagtail, Black 

Redstart, Crag Martin, Rock Bunting and migrating 

songbirds, such as the Collared Flycatcher.  

Day 8   Albania 

Today we must leave Durmitor National Park and start to make our way back towards Tirana. En-

route, we will be aiming to stop at Cijevna Canyon, an impressive karst formation. Our drive will 

take us along another section of the River Buna and past the town of Shkoder, on the eastern end 

of Lake Skadar and the town that gives the lake its name. We may have time to visit the lovely Mes 

Bridge that was built in the 18th century by the Turks. It spans the Kir River and is one of the area’s 

longest examples of an Ottoman bridges. We are likely to find wagtails and hirundines feeding 

above the water surface and along the banks. 

 

Our main stop today will be at the Kune Vain wetlands, coastal lagoons formed by sediment 

accumulation from the Mati and Drin rivers, Protected since the 1940s, it shelters over 200 species 

of bird, including Bittern, Water Rail, Ferruginous Duck as well as waders and shorebirds. Eventually 

we must leave this ecologically rich site to find out hotel for the night in nearby Kruja.  

 

Grey-headed Woodpecker 

Collared Flycatcher 
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Day 9  Fly London 

There will be time today for some final birdwatching around Kruja before we make the journey back 

to Tirana for our flight back to London. 

 

Tour grading 

Grade A – walks will be day walks only and mostly on tracks or easy 

terrain. They will be taken at a slow pace, although a basic level of 

fitness is recommended to get the most out of the tour. 

Weather 

Montenegro has a typically Mediterranean climate with hot dry 

summers peppered by the occasional thunder storms. Winters are 

generally very mild along the coastline but can be extremely cold 

inland. Whilst April should be very pleasant along the coast with 

temperatures from the low 20s degrees C, it can be unpredictable 

and you should be prepared for the occasional shower!  A local 

cool wind called the 'Bura' can blow on occasion during the spring, 

and mountain weather is always fickle. It is possible that there will be quite a bit of snow around 

during our time in Durmitor National Park so please do pack for some wintery conditions. 

Focus 

The primary focus of the holiday will birds and other wildlife, as well as the stunning scenery and 

unusual geography.  It is timed to coincide with the spring migration of birds returning from Africa 

and the Middle East to Europe. 

Food & accommodation included in the price 

All meals and accommodation are included in the cost of this holiday except for lunches on Days 1 

and 9. We will be staying in a variety of comfortable hotels in Virpazar, Zabljak and Kruja; all rooms 

have private facilities.  

How to book your place   

In order to book your place on this holiday, please give us a call on 01962 733051 with a credit or 

debit card, book online at www.naturetrek.co.uk, or alternatively complete and post the booking 

form at the back of our main Naturetrek brochure, together with a deposit of 20% of the holiday 

cost plus any room supplements if required. If you do not have a copy of the brochure, please call 

us on 01962 733051 or request one via our website. 

 

Savi’s Warbler 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
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Receive our e-newsletter   

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures 

and new dates, tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

 Sombre Tit Durmitor National Park 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/

