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Outline itinerary 

Day 1 Eurostar train from London St.Pancras to 

Rotterdam (or Lille) 

Day 2 Zeeland 

Day 3/4 Flevoland & West Friesland 

Day 5 Morning birding then Eurostar train from 

Rotterdam (or Lille)  to London St.Pancras 
  

 

Departs 

February 

Focus 

Birds 

Grading 

A – Easy short walks 

Dates and Prices 

See website (Tour Code NLD01) 

Highlights 

● Tens of Thousands of wintering geese 

● Barnacle, White-fronted, Tundra Bean, Brent and  

Greylag, with the chance of Snow, Red-breasted and 

Lesser White-fronted! 

● Wintering wildfowl with good numbers of Smew, 

Scaup and Red-throated Diver possible. 

● Raptors may include Rough-legged Buzzard, Hen 

Harrier and Short-eared Owl. 

●Black Woodpecker possible in woodland visit. 

Smew 

White-fronted Geese 
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Introduction 

Although The Netherlands has the highest population density in Europe, the Government has set 

aside a large part of the country for use as nature reserves. These protected areas consist mainly of 

polders, mudflats, marshes, reed-beds and sand-dunes and are home to a large number of 

wintering birds. An excellent network of roads and motorways make it possible to explore many of 

these exciting birding sites within a couple of days and during this long weekend we will 

concentrate mainly on the Zeeland and Flevo areas. 

 

Zeeland hit the world headlines in February 1953 when many of the dykes collapsed and large parts 

of the low lying islands were flooded causing great loss of life. To make sure that a disaster on this 

huge scale would never happen again the Dutch planned the Delta-works. This is the largest 

construction of its kind in the world, connecting the islands and islets of southern The Netherlands 

with large dams which have resulted in the formation of many large saline and brackish lakes, 

attracting up to half a million birds in winter! Continuing northwards, we reach Flevoland, the 

second focus of our attention. These polders were only formed about 35 years ago by draining part 

of the IJsselmeer and are now considered to be among Europe's finest wetlands.  

 

Beginning in Zeeland, we will 

search the extensive farm and 

grasslands of Goeree for geese 

and ducks. Every winter large 

numbers of geese can be found 

feeding here; Tundra Bean, White-

fronted, Greylag, Barnacle and 

Brent forming the largest flocks 

through which we will search for 

such rarities as Snow, Lesser 

White-fronted and Red-breasted 

Geese, which are all regularly 

recorded. The marshy areas 

conceal Bitterns and are patrolled by Hen and Marsh Harriers, and Peregrine Falcons. Flocks of 

Dunlin, Ruff, Curlew and Bar-tailed Godwit can be found on the muddy shores of the large inland 

seas, and seals are often seen basking on the mudflats.  

 

We will cross to the island of Goeree via the 7-kilometre-long Brouwersdam. This is one of the top 

birding spots in The Netherlands in winter. On the seaward side large rafts of Red-throated Divers, 

Red-necked and Black-necked Grebes, Long-tailed Duck, Eider, Common Scoter, Greater Scaup and 

Red-breasted Merganser are usually to be found bobbing in the waves.  The small sandy beaches 

along the dam, provide feeding grounds for Sanderling, Grey Plover, Knot and Oystercatchers.  

 

Three large polders form the area of Flevoland, all have been reclaimed from the IJsselmeer.  Here 

we will visit the famous marshy reserve of Oostvaardersplassen. Although difficult to cover due to 

its large size (70 sqare kilometres) we will search the open water and the extensive reed-beds from 

Greylag Geese 



The Netherlands in Winter  Tour Itinerary 

 

© Naturetrek     December 20 3 

 

the IJsselmeerdyke or from one of the many hides that overlook this large wetland. Depending on 

the water level vast numbers of duck are usually present. Rough-legged Buzzards often hover 

overhead and the surrounding meadows are grazed by numbers of Whooper Swan, Greylag, Bean 

and White-fronted Geese. Roe and Red Deer can also be seen feeding here in early morning or late 

afternoon. The surrounding woodlands provide a contrast in habitat and may add Hawfinch, 

Goshawk, Short-toed Treecreeper and Long-eared Owl to our weekend bird list. 

 

Friesland, just to the north of 

Flevoland, is a major wintering 

area for geese and swans; Tundra 

Bean Goose, Pink-footed Goose, 

White-fronted and Barnacle 

Geese are present in large 

numbers, and Bewick's, Whooper 

and Mute Swan often feed here 

side by side. The nearby 

IJsselmeer is favoured by vast 

flocks of Smew, Scaup, 

Goldeneye, Long-tailed Duck and 

Goosander.  

 

Itinerary 

NB. Please note that the itinerary below offers our planned programme of excursions.  However, adverse weather 

and other local considerations can necessitate some re-ordering of the programme during the course of the tour, 

though this will always be done to maximise best use of the time and weather conditions available.   

 

Day 1  Zeeland  

We catch the early morning Eurostar service from London St.Pancras to Rotterdam (or Lille) from 

where we will drive towards Zeeland. 

 

At lunchtime, we will be situated at Grevelingendam where we will scan the bay for Black-necked 

and Slavonian Grebes, Red-breasted Mergansers and Red-throated Divers, plus searching the many 

groups of waders for anything special! During the rest of the afternoon and south-west through, 

we will scan the many Inlags of Ouwerkerkse, Flaauwers and Wever for a host of exciting waterbirds, 

including both Avocets and Eurasian Spoonbills, whilst offshore may provide sightings of Eiders 

and Goldeneye. 

 

When daylight finally begins to fade, we will continue our journey to the very pleasant and charming 

town of Schelphoek and on towards our hotel nearby at Rampweg.  

Day 2  Goeree & Strijen, Flevoland  

White-tailed Eagle 
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Before breakfast, we will again explore the inlaags of Flaauwers and Wever where we will hope to 

find many feeding birds. Sightings of Barnacle Geese feeding in their swathes can be mind-blowing, 

though raptors may also be numerous during the first few hours, and it won’t be unexpected to 

come across a Rough-legged Buzzard hovering over the nearby marshes.  

After breakfast, we will head to  

Brouwersdam, which can prove to be 

exceptional for birding! Rafts of Red-

throated Divers and smaller numbers 

of Slavonian and Black-necked 

Grebes, Red-breasted Mergansers 

and Eider, whilst diligent searches 

may reveal a Long-tailed Duck and 

Greater Scaup. In some winters, this 

can prove to be a reliable site for a 

Great Grey Shrike. Small sandy 

beaches along the water’s edge also attract flocks of Sanderling, Grey Plover, Knot and 

Oystercatchers.  

 

We will spend the rest of today searching the extensive farm and grasslands of Goeree for wildfowl. 

Following the network of roads bisecting the pastures, we will stop wherever flocks of geese can be 

seen grazing in the coarse grassy meadows and very often the highest concentrations will be 

revealed by thousands of birds dropping out of the sky to join the throng of grey bodies already 

cropping the vegetation. The babel of voices will at first seem confusing but gradually we will learn 

to distinguish the differences between the different species ranging from the familiar farmyard 

honking of the Greylags to the terrier-like yelping of the much smaller Barnacles. Occasionally a 

passing raptor will create panic amongst the birds and the flocks will take to the air in a thunder of 

wings and a cacophony of calls, one of the most memorable and evocative experiences of European 

winter birdwatching. The main components of the flocks will be Tundra Bean, Greylag, White-

fronted, Barnacle and Brent Geese, but careful scrutiny is likely to reveal one or two rarer vagrants; 

as Lesser White-fronts, Red-breasted and Snow Geese have all been recorded amongst their 

commoner relatives feeding in these Dutch polders. The spectacle provided by large assemblies of 

geese has inspired poets, artists and naturalists through the ages and as we stand at Goeree 

watching skein after skein of birds etched across the February sky, it is easy to understand why 

these birds occupy such a special place in our appreciation of nature.  

 

Although the geese are the stars of the show, other birds may also be seen during our time here. 

Bitterns inhabit the expanses of waving reed, stalking fish and eels behind the concealment of the 

stems but not infrequently flying around when disturbed and occasionally choosing to fish in more 

open situations, especially during cold snaps. Hen and Marsh Harriers patrol over the marshes, 

causing panic among the wildfowl as they glide overhead, and one or two Peregrines usually winter 

here, exacting a swift punishment on any waterbird or wader careless enough to relax vigilance.  

 

Our drive today will take us through the regions of South Holland and on towards Flevo, where we 

will then spend three nights at a comfortable hotel. 
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Days 3 - 4 Flevoland/Friesland 

Three large polders form the area known as Flevoland. Each has been reclaimed from the IJsselmeer 

and during our visit we will concentrate mainly on South and East Flevoland. 

 

First stop will be at the famous reserve of Oostvaardersplassen. Although difficult to work due to 

its large size (70sq km) we will search the open water and extensive reedbeds from the 

IJsselmeerdyke or from one the many hides that overlook this large wetland. Depending on the 

water level, vast numbers of duck can congregate on the open water including Greater Scaup, 

Goldeneye, Smew and Goosander. 

 

Rough-legged Buzzards may often be seen hovering over the rough pastures beside the lake and 

these surrounding meadows are also populated by good numbers of Whooper Swan, Greylag, Bean 

and White-fronted Geese along with flocks of wildfowl. Life for these birds is rarely peaceful for 

long and the appearance of a raptor on the scene will invariably create several minutes of panic 

before calm settles and heads are lowered to begin feeding again.  

 

Roe and Red Deer may be glimpsed 

feeding at dawn and again later in the 

day but these are timid creatures and 

prefer to remain concealed during the 

day only venturing into the open when 

disturbed.  

 

One of the days will take us into rather 

different habitats including tracts of 

woodland where we may find Goshawk, 

roosting Long-eared Owls, Short-toed 

Treecreeper and Hawfinch among other 

typical birds of the winter forest. As we cross nearby patches of rough ground we will doubtless 

come across Crested Larks feeding tamely beside the paths, another reminder of how this great 

British rarity is a relatively numerous and widespread bird in mainland Europe.  

  

Situated just to the north of the Flevo is the region known as Friesland. Here the low lying polders 

are one of the best places in the country to look for geese and swans in winter. Tundra Bean Goose, 

Pink-footed Goose, White-fronted and Barnacle Geese occur in large numbers and most winters 

two or three Snow Geese associate with these big flocks although locating these rare wanderers is 

always a difficult task.  Friesland is also a good area to observe all three Swan species; Bewick's, 

Whooper and Mute, which often feed here side by side. Yet more sea-ducks assemble in large rafts 

on the nearby IJsselmeer adding further to our impressive tally of numbers for this extended 

weekend. Somehow, duck counts on local reservoirs at home will never seem quite the same again! 

   

Crested Lark 
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During our stay we will be in constant contact with our Dutch birding friends so the itinerary will be 

flexible allowing us to make small detours should any rarities turn up.   

Day 5  Strijen then London 

Before driving back to Rotterdam (or Lille) for the 

train back to London, we will walk around the area 

of Dodweg, finding a suitable mixture of woodland 

birds: Crested and Willow Tits and Great Grey 

Shrikes will be hoped for, as well as Black 

Woodpecker. 

The remainder of our final day will be spent wisely, 

gaining further views of the wonderful goose flocks, 

or targeting any birds we may have missed. Either 

way, this will provide a fitting conclusion to our trip.     

Clothing and equipment 

Bring a telescope if you have one, since it will be useful for scanning the large lakes and open 

polders. Stout shoes or trainers will be adequate footwear, although it may be worth bringing 

walking boots if the weather looks like being wet. Winter weather in The Netherlands can be both 

cold and wet so adequate warm and waterproof clothing is essential. 

Grading 

A.  There will be no serious walking, with easy walks on gentle terrain. 

Food 

All meals are included in the tour cost except those required on the train journeys from and to 

London. 

 

 

 

 

 

How to book your place 

In order to book your place on this holiday, please give us a call on 01962 733051 with a credit or 

debit card, book online at www.naturetrek.co.uk, or alternatively complete and post the booking 

form at the back of our main Naturetrek brochure, together with a deposit of 20% of the holiday 

cost plus any room supplements if required. If you do not have a copy of the brochure, please call 

us on 01962 733051 or request one via our website. Please stipulate any special requirements, for 

example extension requests or connecting/regional flights, at the time of booking. 

Lapland Buntings 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
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Firecrest 


