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Outline itinerary  

Day 1 Fly Hammamet  

Day 2 Jedidi Reservoir, El Jem to Sfax  

Day 3 Bouhedma National Park  

Day 4 Jebil National Park  

Day 5 Djerba via Beni Khedeche  

Day 6 Fly Tunis. Ichkeul National Park  

Day 7-8 Jebel El Haouaria (Cap Bon)  

Day 9 Morning boat trip; Tunis  

Day 10 Depart for London  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

Departs 

Early April  

Focus 

Birds (and some larger mammals) 

Grading 

Grade A. A traditional wildlife tour, though 

including some easy walking on most days 

Dates & Prices 

See website (tour code TUN01)  

Highlights: 

 

• Maghreb Wheatear & Cream-coloured Courser 

• Red-necked Nightjar and many larks! 

• African Golden Wolf, Oryx, Adax & Dorcas 

Gazelle 

• Pelagic for shearwaters 

 

Maghreb Wheatear (Mohamed-Ali 

Dakhli) 

Cap Bon 

Cream-coloured Courser 
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NB. Please note that the itinerary below offers our planned programme of excursions.  However, 

adverse weather & other local considerations can necessitate some re-ordering of the programme 

during the course of the tour, though this will always be done to maximise best use of the time and 

weather conditions available.   

 

Introduction 
 

A 9-day early spring birdwatching holiday to the wetlands, savannahs and deserts of a scenic and varied 

north African land. 

 

Of all North African countries, Tunisia is the old favourite. It is, after all, closer to Europe both 

geographically and culturally, and offers a stability. Perhaps most appealing of all though, is its small size. It 

is simply dwarfed by its massive neighbours, Algeria and Libya. A microcosm of all things North African. It 

is therefore ideal for a short break, allowing both swift access to the great sand dunes of the Sahara, as well 

as to its wetlands, woodlands and savannahs. Indeed, for the naturalist, it is refreshing to find that these 

diverse habitats are so well protected by a well-managed system of national parks. These protect some of 

Tunisia’s 2,200 plant species (many of which are rare or endangered), 358 bird species, 75 different 

mammals and 500 species of reptiles and fish. 

 

In the far north of Tunisia, the rugged green hills and valleys are clothed in vineyards, oak woodlands, and 

tidy towns and villages whose European style only enhances an ambience of rural well-being. It is a 

landscape similar to that of southern Italy, Sardinia and Corsica. To the east lies a lake-land of great appeal 

to ornithologists, whose flagship is Lake Ichkeul. Further to the south, in the gulf of Gabes, lie estuarine 

mudflats and islands more reminiscent of the south coast of England than of Mediterranean North Africa. 

Inland of the gulf sits a remnant of that scenic savannah landscape that was once so widespread across 

pre-Saharan Africa, and where even this century large game roamed, stalked by such predators as Lion, 

Leopard and Cheetah. To the south, beyond a rocky and dramatic terrain, the great golden sand dunes of 

the Grand Erg Oriental, the northernmost vanguard of the creeping Sahara, welcome us with winter 

warmth at the climax of our holiday. 

 

To further enhance our North African adventure is a rare opportunity to visit Tunisia’s neighbour, Algeria, 

which harbours its own endemic bird – the Algerian Nuthatch! Not only this, its fascinating culture and 

cities, friendly locals and diverse range of wildlife will make for a superb ending to this North African tour. 

 

 

Day 1          Depart London and transfer to Hammamet 
 

We depart London on our scheduled flight direct to Tunis. On our arrival we will meet our local guide and 

driver and will take an excursion to the nearby Bardo Museum. Lunch will be had at the Old Medina of 

Tunis before transferring to Hammamet (a drive of no more than an hour). 
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Day 2                     Jedidi Reservoir, El Jem & Sfax 
 

After an early breakfast, we will start with a visit to the Jedidi Reservoir where we will look for a plethora of 

waterfowl. Excellent palearctic species that we will hope to see include Marbled Duck, White Headed Duck 

and Ferruginous Ducks. Glossy Ibises, Western Swamphens and Western Cattle Egrets should be present in 

their droves around the reed fringes and muddy margins.  

 

Around Jedidi village itself we can look out for such exciting passerines as Moussier’s Redstart. We will 

drive south along the coast past Sousse to the town of El Jem where we will stop to investigate the 

remarkable Roman amphitheatre that stands huge and incongruous on the outskirts of the town amongst 

the endless olive groves that originally brought such wealth to the area over 2,000 years ago.  

 

After lunch and continuing to Sfax, we will spend some of the afternoon birdwatching at Thyna Saltpan: 

Huge flocs of Greater Flamingos, Eurasian Spoonbills, egrets, Avocets, Black-winged Stilts, Oystercatchers, 

Stone-curlews, Kentish Plovers, Slender-billed Gulls, Caspian Terns, Whiskered Terns, and many waders will 

entertain us. Night in Sfax or Mahres. 

 

Day 3            Bouhedma National Park 
 

Inland from Mahres lie Tunisia’s scenic steppes and savannahs.  Reminiscent of East Africa, this landscape is 

a far cry from the breezy mudflats of the Gulf of Gabes.  Here, in the 16,488-hectare Bouhedma National 

Park, we will be able to enjoy watching some of Tunisia’s larger mammals, several of them successfully re-

introduced since their extinction in the region earlier this century.  Solitary Addax, herds of Scimitar-horned 

Oryx, and smaller numbers of Dorcas Gazelles, as well as a number of more elusive mammals, such as 

Golden Jackal and Striped Hyena, all occur in the acacia-covered plains of Bouhedma.  Amongst this acacia 

scrub a variety of attractive bird species may be found – Black-bellied Sandgrouse, Southern Grey Shrikes, 

Moussier’s Redstarts and Trumpeter Finch amongst others, and perhaps that North African endemic, the 

Fulvous Babbler.  The magnificent backdrop created by the less accessible mountainous part of the park 

will please the photographers in our party.  Here live small numbers of the rare and elusive Barbary Sheep, 

whilst amongst the rugged terrain at the base of the mountains lives the endearing guinea-pig like Gundi, 

which we shall hope to see. 

 

According to historical sources, this was the last great refuge of the pre-Saharan population of African 

Elephants, and it was reputedly from this region that Hannibal and the Berber king Messinissa captured the 

elephants they needed for their wars.  Today, a museum and information center shed light on the 

interesting history of the region and its wildlife, and merit a visit. 

 

After a full day’s birding and game viewing, we drive south across a rugged and rocky terrain (looking out 

for Thick-billed Lark, Mourning Wheatear and Red-rumped Wheatear en route) to our hotel in Douz. 
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Day 4               Jebil National Park 
 

For many, the highlight of our tour will be the desert and Jebil National Park.   

 

There can be few better bases from which to enjoy such avian desert specialities as Cream-coloured 

Courser, Brown-necked Raven, Desert Warbler, Desert Sparrow and Desert, Hoopoe and Temminck’s 

Horned Larks.  Sandgrouse and the elusive Houbara Bustard are further possibilities, whilst the Fennec Fox 

is an occasional nocturnal visitor. 

 

Jebil National Park contains a fine selection of desert habitats, from the flat, partially vegetated rolling 

desert beloved of Desert Warblers, to the arid sandy and stony expanses favoured by larks.  Best of all, 

though, are the great golden sand dunes that epitomize the romanticized version of the Sahara.  This is the 

home of the Brown-necked Raven, and the exquisite Desert Sparrow.  We shall explore all these different 

habitats during our stay, and also visit any sources of water as such spots can also turn up the least 

expected of trans-Saharan migrants! 

 

 

Day 5                Djerba 
 

The first part of today will be spent exploring Douz, the surrounding oasis and desert.  We next head 

through Bir Sultan where we search for Tristram’s Warbler, Isabelline Wheatear and both Western 

Subalpine and Moltoni’s Warbler. Next we head through Medhhar, Zammour, Beni Khedache and to 

Medenine across dramatic, rocky scenery and then to the coast and Djerba Island. There will be plenty of 

opportunities to go birding along the way, with likely species being found comprising Desert Sparrow, 

Cream-coloured Courser; Greater Hoopoe, Temminck’s, Desert and Thick-billed Larks, African Desert 

Warbler and Brown-necked Ravens. Other species we will search for include Scrub-Warbler and a plethora 

of wheatears: Maghreb and White-crowned will be the stars of the show here.  

 

We drive over the causeway (which was originally built by the Romans) and on to our hotel, ready for our 

early flight to Tunis tomorrow morning.  

 

Day 6                Fly to Tunis then Ichkuel National Park 
 

After an early breakfast and flight to Tunis, we will enjoy the scenic and varied habitats of Lake Ichkeul 

National Park, a beautiful and unspoiled reserve that protects wetlands of international importance.  Lake 

Ichkeul, like all the Tunisian lakes, offers a crucial staging post and watering hole for trans-Saharan 

migrants. It is equally important as one of the chief wintering sites for western Palearctic water-birds in 

north Africa, attracting between 200,000 and 400,000 birds, with particularly high numbers of Wigeon, 

Pochard, Shoveler, Teal and Coot, together with the most important wintering population of Greylag Geese 

in north Tunisia – a last pit-stop for southbound migrants before crossing the Sahara, and an important 

feed-up for those northbound birds. Lake Ichkeul it is also unusual in having a variable salinity, the high 

winter rainfall ensuring that incoming wadis supply substantial freshwater content for much of the year, 

whilst its connection to the sea, via Lake Bizerte and the River Tinja, ensures that lake Ichkeul never dries up 
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and that its salinity is greatly increased during the summer.  This unusual situation is responsible for the 

interesting flora of the lake, which is such an important food source for so many of the waterbirds. 

 

Lake Ichkeul National Park has the further attraction of a wide variety of habitats within its 12,600 hectares, 

and during our full day spent in the park, we shall walk in the scrub and woodland of Mount Ichkeul (511 

metres), where Barbary Partridge and Moussier’s Redstart are some of the highlights to be found amongst 

the wild olive and carob trees and the scrub of juniper, lentiscus and asparagus; whilst overhead raptors are 

regularly seen.  We shall enjoy the marshes and pastures around the lake where Egrets, Herons and White 

Storks feed amongst the feral Water Buffalo that have long grazed the area.  At the water’s edge we shall 

find Spoonbills, Greater Flamingoes, Greylag Geese, and a wide variety of wintering ducks and waders, 

whilst overhead birds of prey – Long-legged Buzzards, Black-shouldered Kites, Ospreys, and Marsh and 

Hen Harriers amongst others.  With luck we may even find the resident and endangered White-headed 

Duck, a speciality of the Tunisian lakes, or such other specialities as Marbled Duck and Purple Gallinule, 

though these can be hard to find in such a vast area! 

 

We hope that by the time of our visit in March, spring will be taking its hold of the North African 

landscape. Swallows, Sand and House Martins should be congregating over the lake and its surrounding 

meadows, having just completed their hazardous northbound journey across the Sahara from their sub-

Saharan wintering grounds. Wayside bushes, bursting into leaf, will be drawing Chiffchaffs, Blackcaps and 

other passerine migrants northwards.  Careful scrutiny of the shorebirds may reveal further migrants, 

perhaps Garganey, Black-tailed Godwits and Ruff bound for their breeding grounds in central and northern 

Europe. 

 

 

Day 7                                  Jebel El Haouaria 
 

This exciting day searching for a host of migrant birds will begin amongst the Sidi Ameur Hills where we 

will search for both migrant and local birds: Moussier’s Redstarts and many migrating warblers, flycatchers, 

and with luck, Golden Orioles will reveal their bright plumages to us. Soon enough, we will ascend to the 

bird observatory at the top of the mountain, where we hope to encounters hundreds of birds-of-prey as 

they make use of the thermals and migrate over this north-eastern tip of Tunisia and across the Strait of 

Sicily. Black Kites, Short-toed and Booted Eagles, Marsh Harriers and Eleonora’s Falcons and both White 

and Black Storks will be hoped for. Migration is heavily dependent on the local weather, but if we catch it 

right, we could witness thousands of birds migrating north to their summer breeding grounds.  

 

In the late afternoon, we will return to the hotel. 

 

Day 8 – 9                Douz/Djerba/Cap Bon 
 

After breakfast we will drive to El Haouaria’s Harbour where we will undertake a pelagic in search of 

seabirds of the Eastern Mediterranean. This will be an exciting morning venture as we search for Yelkouan 

and Scopoli’s Shearwaters, Audouin’s Gulls and skuas, whilst we again will hope to see large flocks of storks 

flying overhead, bound for Europe. 
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After the pelagic, lunch will be had nearby, before we make our tracks towards Tunis, stopping at a few 

sites for various waterbirds, allowing us to view these wonderful birds for the last time this trip. 

 

We will arrive in Tunis in the early evening and prepare for the flight the following morning.  

 

Day 10                   Fly London 
 

We will drive to the airport after a leisurely breakfast and depart back to London.  

 

 

Tour Grading 
 

This is a grade A holiday, constituting a traditional birdwatching tour.  We shall be using a minibus to visit 

each site, walking at a very gentle pace at each one, and over relatively short distances as we search for the 

birds of Tunisia’s wetlands, estuaries, savannahs and deserts. 

 

Weather 
 

This is a lovely time of year to visit Tunisia.  We shall hope for plenty of sunshine and daytime temperatures 

usually in the 60’s and 70’s (Farenheit), with cool, but not cold, nights.  It is generally fairly dry at this time 

of year, at least in the southern desert regions. 

 

Clothing 
 

Please inspect carefully the separate clothing list in your pre-departure information.  Smart casual clothes 

will be necessary for hotel wear.  

 

Food & accommodation 
 

Accommodation and all meals are included throughout this holiday.  We use comfortable hotels (generally 

the best available). The cuisine of Tunisian hotels is best described as adequate rather than delicious, 

having been toned down to accommodate the tourist’s taste. 

 

Extra expenses 
 

Please note that we do not include the following in the cost of this holiday: airport taxes, and all items of a 

more personal nature such as drinks, laundry, souvenirs and tips. 
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How to book your place 
 

In order to book your place on this tour, you will need to read the Naturetrek brochure and booking 

conditions carefully and then complete and return a booking form (found in the back of the brochure or on 

our website, www.naturetrek.co.uk), together with a deposit of 20% of the holiday cost. If you do not have 

a copy of the brochure, or should you have any questions about the tour, please call us on 01962 733051 

or email info@naturetrek.co.uk 

 


