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Tour participants: Gerald Broddelez (Leader) with six Naturetrek clients 

Day 1 Thursday 21st February 

The holiday began with a Eurostar journey through the Channel Tunnel from St Pancras International to Lille in 

northern France. At Lille station the group were met by Gerald and we set off to drive to to Oudegem. A couple 

of Grey Partridges were seen en route. Here we stopped for our picnic and watched our first goose of the trip, a 

single Pink-footed, and more unidentified geese in flight a long way away. 

 

We then drove to the Spuikom in Oostend. Here we found lots of Little Grebes, a couple of Goldeneye, Greater 

and Lesser Black-backed Gull and, best of all, Greater Scaup. 

 

Then it was on to the coast, which was quiet on this sunny and warm day where we admired the remains of the 

restored bow of HMS Vindictive which was sunk by the Royal Navy in April 2018 in an attempt to block the 

harbour, thereby preventing its use by German U boats. We then continued to the polders at Uitkerke, where we 

were pleasantly surprised to find large groups of geese still present despite the warm weather. 

 

Many White-fronted, Greylag, Barnacle and Canada Geese were enough to keep us occupied for a while and 

Great Egrets, Wigeon, Shelduck and waders such as Golden Plover, lots of Curlew and a few Ruff kept us busy. 

We then drove back to Bruges and had a great typical Belgian dinner.   

Day 2 Friday 22nd February 

After a short city tour of Bruges we were on our way towards Antwerp and Blokkersdijk. The weather was still 

marvelous! During our picnic lunch we scanned the lake and reedbeds and found many ducks including Gadwall, 

Wigeon, Goldeneye, Pochard, Tufted Duck and Teal while Buzzards soared overhead. Wrens, Dunnock and 

Cettis Warlber were all singing nearby.  

 

We then drove to Brussels and made a brief stop at Hertoginnedal, where a Pygmy Cormorant was a nice bonus, 

while we were closely watched by Rose-ringed Parakeets and a Red Squirrel!! 

 

We continued on to the Ardennes where we arrived in the late afternoon. After a bit of waiting our quarry, an 

Eagle Owl, started calling and then flew overhead landing in the top of a pine tree giving excellent scope views!  

 

Wow, what a great finale to a wonderful day, followed by a fantastic meal at our great hotel! 

Day 3 Saturday 23rd February 

Before breakfast we had a walk to the nearby river. Lesser Spotted, Great Spotted and Green Woodpeckers were 

seen or heard, and our first Hawfinches were spotted perched in the beech trees.  

 

Today the highest area in Belgium was on the programme. Once we arrived at Botrange we scanned the area 

from the viewpoint and then drove down to the barrage at Eupen were we did a walk along a forest trail by the 

dam. 



Belgium in Winter  Tour Report 

 

 

2  © Naturetrek     March 19 
 

Crossbills flew overhead, several species of tit were seen, including Marsh and Long-tailed, a Short-toed 

Treecreeper was seen extremely well and our first Brimstone butterflies noted. After lunch we drove back to the 

Hautes Fagnes National Park and a brief coffee and comfort stop at the visitor centre but not before we had 

stopped to admire a large flock of Cranes flying low overhead! 

 

We continued to the Wanne area were we did another walk. Many Crossbills flew overhead and Crested Tit, 

Goldcrest and Firecrest were seen. Then a nice Nutcracker flyby and perched atop a small pine tree giving great 

telescope views to all! 

 

The largest Woodpecker took some had work. Traces of its work were to be seen everywhere but the birds 

remained elusive…until Di suddenly saw a large black creature flying away. After a short wait the bird reappeared 

a gave a great show. A male Black Woodpecker perched in great evening light must be one of the birds of the 

trip for all of us! 

 

As it got dark a Tengmalm’s Owl started to call but then decided to shut up just as we were going to look for it 

in the dense forest. 

 

We celebrated another great day with a lovely meal and good wine 

Day 4 Sunday 24th February 

After breakfast we drove to the forest of Hampteau and had a few short walks.  

 

At our first stop we found lots of Hawfinches flitting about but none of them wanted to stay perched long 

enough for scope views, but still we had great flight views and calling birds were everywhere. Here another target 

woodpecker was on the wanted list. Again it took a while but finally we all admired a nice male Middle Spotted 

Woodpecker in the scope, and a Great Spotted was nearby for comparison, along with some Nuthatches. 

 

On our way back to Lille a brief stop at a viewpoint added another flock of about 2,150 cranes flying and calling 

loudly overhead - what a memorable sight! 

 

As we had some time left, we made a short detour to look for a Rough legged Buzzard that had been present for 

a while. It didn’t take long before we had the bird soaring in the thermals allowing good scope views. A great 

bird to end the trip with. 

 

Then it was on to Lille station in time for the afternoon train back to the UK. 

 

Goodbye et a la prochaine, 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 
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Species Lists 

Birds (98 species recorded) 

Great Crested Grebe, Podiceps cristatus Little Grebe, Tachybaptus ruficollis 

Great Cormorant, Phalacrocorax carbo Pygmy Cormorant, Microcarbo pygmeus 

Grey Heron, Ardea cinerea Great Egret, Egretta alba 

Mute Swan, Cygnus olor Greylag Goose, Anser anser 

Greater White-fronted Goose, Anser albifrons Canada Goose, Branta canadensis 

Barnacle Goose, Branta leucopsis Pink-footed Goose, Anser brachyrhynchus 

Egyptian Goose, Alopochen aegyptiacus Common Shelduck, Tadorna tadorna 

Northern Shoveler, Spatula clypeata Gadwall, Mareca strepera 

Eurasian Wigeon, Mareca penelope Mallard, Anas platyrhynchos 

Eurasian Teal, Anas crecca Common Pochard, Aythya ferina 

Tufted Duck, Aythya fuligula Greater Scaup, Aythya marila  

Goldeneye, Bucephala clangula Goosander, Mergus merganser 

Red Kite, Milvus milvus Western Marsh Harrier, Circus aeruginosus 

Eurasian Sparrowhawk, Accipiter nisus Common Buzzard, Buteo buteo 

Peregrine, Falco peregrinus Common Kestrel, Falco tinnunculus 

Grey Partridge, Perdix perdix Common Pheasant, Phasianus colchicus 

Common Moorhen, Gallinula chloropus Common Coot, Fulica atra 

Eurasian Oystercatcher, Haematopus ostralegus Golden Plover, Pluvialis apricaria 

Northern Lapwing, Vanellus vanellus Ruff, Calidris pugnax 

Eurasian Curlew, Numenius arquata Ruddy Turnstone, Arenaria interpres 

Common Redshank, Tringa totanus  Black-headed Gull, Chroicocephalus ridibundus 

Common Gull, Larus canus European Herring Gull, Larus argentatus 

Great Black-backed Gull, Larus marinus Lesser Black-backed Gull, Larus fuscus 

Common Wood Pigeon, Columba palumbus Stock Dove, Columba oenas 

Rock Dove / Feral Pigeon, Columba livia Eurasian Collared Dove, Streptopelia decaocto 

Eurasian Eagle Owl, Bubo bubo Black Woodpecker, Dryocopus martius 

European Green Woodpecker, Picus viridis Great Spotted Woodpecker, Dendrocopos major 

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker, Dryobates minor Middle Spotted Woodpecker, Dendrocoptes medius 

Eurasian Skylark, Alauda arvensis Meadow Pipit, Anthus pratensis 

White Wagtail, Motacilla alba Grey Wagtail, Motacilla cinerea 

White-throated Dipper, Cinclus cinclus Eurasian Wren, Troglodytes troglodytes 

Dunnock, Prunella modularis European Robin, Erithacus rubecula 

Common Blackbird, Turdus merula Fieldfare, Turdus pilaris 

Song Thrush, Turdus philomelos Mistle Thrush, Turdus viscivorus 

Cetti’s Warbler, Cettia cetti Common Firecrest, Regulus inornatus 

Goldcrest, Regulus regulus Marsh Tit, Poecile palustris 

European Crested Tit, Lophophanes cristatus Eurasian Blue Tit, Cyanistes caeruleus 

Great Tit, Parus major Coal Tit, Periparus ater 

Long-tailed Tit, Aegithalos caudatus Eurasian Nuthatch, Sitta europaea 

Short-toed Treecreeper, Certhia brachydactyla Common Starling, Sturnus vulgaris 

Eurasian Jay, Garrulus glandarius Spotted Nutcracker, Nucifraga caryocatactes 

Eurasian Magpie, Pica pica Western Jackdaw, Coloeus monedula 

Carrion Crow, Corvus corone  Rook, Corvus frugilegus 

Northern Raven, Corvus corax House Sparrow, Passer domesticus 

Common Chaffinch, Fringilla coelebs Brambling, Fringilla montifringilla 

Hawfinch, Coccothraustes coccothraustes Eurasian Siskin, Spinus spinus 

Bullfinch, Pyrrhula pyrrhula European Greenfinch, Chloris chloris 
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European Goldfinch, Carduelis carduelis Red Crossbill, Loxia curvirostra 

Yellowhammer, Emberiza citrinella Common Reed Bunting, Emberiza schoeniclus 

Mammals 

European Hare, Lepus europaeus Red Squirrel, Sciurus vulgaris 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  

 

 

 


