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Tour Participants:  Istvan Pentek and Duncan McNiven (leaders) with 13 Naturetrek clients 

Day 1 Sunday 13th May 

UK - Minsk - Liaskavichi 

The group met up with Duncan, Istvan, Victoria and driver Sergei at Minsk Airport after a comfortable three-

hour flight from Gatwick and, after changing some money, boarded our bus for the four-hour journey to 

Liaskavichi on the Pripiat River which was to be our base for the next four nights. House Martins and Fieldfares 

at the airport kicked off our Belarus bird list whilst Badger, Brown Hare and Eastern Hedgehog caught in the 

bus headlights initiated our mammal sightings. As we arrived quite late we went straight off to our allotted rooms 

to get some rest, wondering what awaited us the following morning. 

Day 2 Monday 14th May 

Liaskavichi - Beloe Fishponds  

As it had been a day of travelling with a late arrival, we opted for a relaxed start to our first full day in the 

Pripiatsky National Park. So, we breakfasted at 8.30am before heading out to explore the marshes of the Pripiat 

River floodplain. Along the river embankment one of our first birds was a Wryneck that showed really well on a 

dead tree; several folk said it was their 'best ever' view of this curious relative of the woodpeckers.  

 

Out on the floodplain marshes, White-winged, Black and Common Terns were hawking insects, and waders 

were represented by Greenshank, Redshank, Lapwing and Wood Sandpipers. At least two races of Yellow 

Wagtail were busy feeding on the spring flush of insects whilst the soundtrack was provided by Thrush 

Nightingale and Corncrake. The resident Azure Tits made us wait for 20 minutes before eventually showing up 

and giving everyone great views of this special bird. Further along the boardwalk we spotted a pair of 

Oystercatchers, some drumming Common Snipe and a distant adult White-tailed Eagle before we decided to 

turn round and stroll back to our hotel. 

 

Boarding our bus, we made the 40-minute drive to the Beloe Fishponds where among the first birds we saw was 

a striking male Smew, accompanied by some Gadwall, Common Pochard and Common Goldeneye. During our 

stay at the fishponds we counted a total of eight Smew altogether, no doubt part of the local breeding population 

of this lovely sawbill. Both Caspian and Black-headed Gulls were loafing around the ponds, and a Red-crested 

Pochard, something of a local rarity, briefly came into view. Some Whooper Swans attracted our attention by 

their loud bugling, whilst up in the air two immature White-tailed Eagles were talon grappling. Along the scrubby 

banks of the ponds a pair of Red-backed Shrikes showed well, but a Barred Warbler was more elusive and a 

Great Reed Warbler just refused to show itself at all. Deep within the extensive reedbeds Bitterns boomed and 

Red-bellied Toads 'oomed'. Just as Victoria called out that our picnic lunch was ready, a White-backed 

Woodpecker showed itself to a few lucky tail-enders. 

 

After a delicious lunch, we continued our exploration of the fishpond habitats which include some quite 

extensive woodland harbouring several species of woodpecker. Sure enough, before too long we encountered a 

Grey-headed Woodpecker, but as we were watching the bird it started to rain so we decided to try our luck at a 

different location within the fishpond complex. A short ride away the weather had improved enough for us to 

venture out on foot again and we noted several Little Ringed Plovers feeding on the dried-out margins of some 
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drained ponds. Some Black Terns were hawking over some nearby ponds, but our attention was distracted by a 

lovely Whinchat perched on a grass stem. Whilst everyone was admiring that, another beautiful chat started 

singing from within the reedbed and, very soon, we were enjoying a superb male Bluethroat that gave extended 

views as it perched on reed stems out in the open. It may not have known it, but later that evening over dinner in 

the hotel it would be narrowly voted 'Bird of the Day' in a run-off, after tying with the Azure Tits in the first 

round of voting! 

Day 3 Tuesday 15th May 

Liaskavichi - Azerani Forest - Hvaensk - Liaskavichi Forest 

Before breakfast, some of the group were out for an early morning walk along the river and were rewarded with 

a sighting of the local Eurasian Beaver as it made its way back to its lodge up river. Some wader passage was 

evident, with a group of six Temminck's Stints among the many Wood Sandpipers. The resident Azure Tits 

performed well to their admirers, although a White Stork perched on the pole that housed their nest box caused 

them some considerable angst! 

 

After breakfast, we took our bus to Azerani Forest, a short drive away. As we entered the cool woodland we 

heard a Red-breasted Flycatcher singing but it proved elusive, whereas a Wood Warbler performed very well, 

'shivering' as it poured out its song. A male Golden Oriole flashed through the wood, seen by some, and at the 

boardwalk both Collared and Spotted Flycatchers were seen briefly, whilst a Black Stork flew overhead.  

 

The woodpeckers weren't playing ball at Azerani so we moved on to an area of open fields nearby to see if any 

raptors were about. This move paid dividends as we quickly found both Greater Spotted and Short-toed Eagles 

soaring on the thermals. From there it was only a short drive to an area of riverine scrub and woodland at 

Hvaensk where we opted to have our picnic lunch. The bushes here were full of Barred Warblers and Red-

backed Shrikes. Thrush Nightingales also performed beautifully for us, but an elusive River Warbler just refused 

to show itself. Just as we were leaving this marvellous site, Giles spotted two large raptors over a nearby field so 

we all piled back out of the bus, just in time to admire a pair of magnificent Lesser Spotted Eagles as they flew 

right over our heads. 

 

From Hvaensk we drove to Liaskavichi Forest where Siberian Irises were putting on a wonderful display of 

colour. As we made our way deep into the forest, a couple of Eurasian Woodcock were flushed and a Black 

Stork flew ahead of us down the middle of the track, doubtless taking advantage of the many foraging 

opportunities in the flooded areas created by beaver dams. The woodland rides and ditches proved to be 

productive for several species of dragonfly and damselfly, including the impressively named Green Snaketail. But 

our main targets here were woodpeckers and, eventually, we got some decent views of both Black and Grey-

headed Woodpeckers, but the show was stolen by the sudden appearance of about a dozen migrating Honey 

Buzzards overhead.  

 

Eventually, we emerged into a large meadow area where Common Snipe were drumming and a Montagu's 

Harrier was hunting. However, it was now getting late so it was time to head back to the hotel for dinner, but we 

still had time to stop and admire a couple of handsome Roe Deer near the track in a stubble field. 
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Day 4 Wednesday 16th May 

Liaskavichi - Kremnaje - Turov - Alshany - Turov Ringing Station 

The early risers at Liaskavichi were rewarded with great views of the 'hotel beaver' making his way home as usual. 

After breakfast we drove to the pretty village of Kremnaje, where Pied and Spotted Flycatchers and Serins were 

sitting on the wires in the village. Fieldfares were flying around carrying food for their young and an Icterine 

Warbler showed well, though a Golden Oriole was more elsuive. But our main target here was Syrian 

Woodpecker which can be elusive in this part of Belarus. Luckily for us though, there seemed to be a territorial 

dispute underway and we were treated to the sight of four birds chasing each other noisily through the trees 

bordering the river. Out on the river plain, Black-tailed Godwits, Common Snipe and Common Redshanks were 

all displaying, and both Shovelers and Garganey were chasing around as they geared up for the approaching 

breeding season. As we walked back to our bus, an Eastern Grass Snake slithered across the track but quickly 

disappeared before too many had a chance to see it, and Debbie caught a glimpse of some more Honey 

Buzzards migrating overhead. 

 

We moved on to Turov meadows further along the river where Ruffs were displaying, Little Ringed Plovers 

scurried about and White-winged, Black, Common and Little Terns were all busily nesting. New in were some 

very smart Dunlin, resplendent in their waistcoated breeding plumage, doubtless refuelling for their onward 

journey to the far north. Careful scrutiny of the marshes picked out three beautiful Black-necked Grebes all 

decked out in their summer finery, but the bird we really wanted to see here was proving a little elusive. Finally, 

however, after an anxious 20-minute wait, a Terek Sandpiper suddenly appeared out of nowhere and everyone 

was able to get good views through the telescope of this unusual wader which reaches its westernmost breeding 

distribution in Belarus. 

 

After the relief of seeing the Terek, we could relax a little and we set off to our next site at Alshany, an area of 

riverine trees and bushes, where Victoria and Sergei prepared another delicious picnic lunch whilst we explored 

the nearby habitat. From our vantage point on the river bank, we first scoped Bluethroat and Great Reed 

Warbler singing from their respective reed stems, whilst in the background a Common Quail called, and a Honey 

Buzzard flew over. Further out on the marshy fields, a big flock of White Storks were searching in the long grass 

for food and a hunting Marsh Harrier was assailed by noisy Redshanks and Lapwings, anxious to defend their 

chicks.  

 

After lunch we took a stroll along the river bank, but not before stopping to examine the curious Tadpole 

Shrimps and alarmingly large Freshwater Leeches swimming around in the shallow margins. Golden Orioles, 

Icterine Warblers and Thrush Nightingales were singing in the riverside trees and a Wryneck was also spotted 

bur remained elusive in the Aspen scrub. Whilst we were watching an area of reeds from where a Savi's Warbler 

was singing unseen, some bird activity near the base of the reeds turned out to be a female Common Rosefinch. 

No sooner had everyone got on to this admittedly rather drab bird, than a superb male popped into view in all 

his fiery finery. It was great to catch up with this late-arriving migrant to Belarus, as many tours finish before 

these birds arrive from their Asian wintering grounds. All too soon it was time to return to our bus, but as we 

made our way back we heard another late arriving migrant, a River Warbler, singing its curious buzzing song 

from an area of dense shrubs. We stopped more in hope than expectation, but eventually it moved into a 

position where everyone was able to get a reasonable view through Duncan's telescope of this normally secretive 

bird singing its heart out. 
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Finally, it was time to make our way to our appointment with the ringers at the Turov Bird-ringing Station where 

we are usually able to watch the scientists carrying out the ringing of waders passing along the Pripiat river valley. 

Unfortunately for us, our visit coincided with a blank afternoon for the bird trappers, so we were unable to view 

any birds in the hand. Pavel Pinchuk, who heads this operation, also had to impart to us the sad news that we 

would be unable to get out to the local Great Snipe lek that evening, due to the very high water-levels on the 

marshes. However, he was able to take time to explain the purpose of the station's ringing programme and share 

with use some of the interesting discoveries they had made about wader migration. 

Day 5 Thursday 17th May 

Liaskavichi - Kamianiuki 

Today was a big travel day in which we had to relocate from the Pripiat River valley in the south of Belarus to 

the Belowezhskaya Puscha National Park over in the west, next to the border with Poland. Exasperatingly, news 

had filtered through to our hotel that the ringers at Turov had caught a Terek Sandpiper which they were 

offering to hold on to show to us. However, the detour would have added a considerable amount of time to our 

lengthy journey so reluctantly it was decided to press on to our next exciting destination. 

 

We left Liaskavichi at 8.30am and, after picking up some provisions in a supermarket which had Crested Larks in 

the car park, we set off westwards. As we travelled through the mixture of agricultural fields and forests, we 

noticed several birds of open country from the bus, such as White Storks and Rooks. as well some Hobbies, 

Common Buzzards and a single Montagu's Harrier. A picnic-lunch stop by a river was remarkable only for the 

familiarity of many of the birds, with perhaps the exception of a singing Icterine Warbler, a fly-over Honey 

Buzzard, and the fact that the local Long-tailed Tits all had white heads. 

 

We made good progress and arrived at our destination at Kamianiuki at about 4.15pm. After checking in to our 

comfortable hotel that was to be our base for the next two nights, we arranged to meet up for a walk to stretch 

our legs and have our first experience of the immense forest that is the Belowezhskaya Puscha. This National 

Park, adjoining its smaller counterpart in Poland, harbours the largest remaining fragments of the primeval forest 

that once stretched right across Europe and is, unsurprisingly, a World Heritage Site. The woods around the 

hotel reverberated with the songs of Wood Warblers and the trilling of Crested Tits. Both Pied and Collared 

Flycatchers were busy setting up territories, allowing a close comparison of these two similar species. Finally, we 

retired back to the hotel for our evening meal at 7pm, already looking forward to our day exploring the forest 

tomorrow. 

Day 6 Friday 18th May 

Belowezhskaya Puscha National Park  

Some early risers took the opportunity for a pre-breakfast walk along the forest track near our hotel and came 

back with a variety of records for the bird list, including Common Cranes, Golden Orioles and a Grasshopper 

Warbler. After breakfast, we met up with our local forest guide Anton and drove to an area of Spruce-dominated 

forest, where Anton whistled and got a response from a Hazel Grouse, but the bird remained just beyond our 

field of view. As we walked back to our bus, Mistle Thrushes and Tree Pipits were singing from the trees around 

us. 
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We moved on to a beautiful area of mixed Oak and Hornbeam forest and, before too long, we had tracked down 

two singing male Red-breasted Flycatchers. The first was a rather disappointing second-calendar-year bird, but 

the next one was a full adult with a stunning red breast. A few-hundred metres further down the track we first 

heard and then finally saw a smart Firecrest. Returning to the forest shelter near the bus, we had another 

delightful picnic during which Anton and Istvan discovered that there was a White-backed Woodpecker's nest in 

a tree right next to the shelter. Consequently, those who hadn't yet caught up with this elusive species were able 

to watch the pair feeding their young as they munched on their lunch. 

 

After lunch we took walk along another track which led us to an area where some Spruce trees had been attacked 

by Spruce Bark Beetle, resulting in much standing dead wood. It was on one of these recently dead trees that 

Anton discovered a female Three-toed Woodpecker feeding low down at eye level, picking away at the decaying 

bark, so everyone managed to great views of this shy bird. The trees in this area were also full of singing Collared 

Flycatchers so we spent some time admiring a lovely male proclaiming his territory.  

 

Having enjoyed this area of forest, we moved on to a different area dominated by some very tall Pines, but our 

hoped-for target, the Spotted Nutcracker, failed to appear. However, a fly-by Hazel Grouse spotted by Michael 

and a beautiful Eastern Slow Worm found by Philip were some compensation. As it was now late afternoon, we 

headed for an area of nearby meadows which we hoped would be our grand finale. Sure enough, we quickly 

found several groups of magnificent European Bison sheltering at the forest edge, with over 40 animals counted 

in total. They were sharing the meadows with grazing Roe Deer and Red Deer and a hunting Lesser Spotted 

Eagle. Suddenly, some rain that we had been experiencing stopped, the sun came out, skylarks ascended to pour 

out their songs, and the whole spectacle proved to be a glorious end to hugely productive day. 

Day 7 Saturday 19th May 

Kamianiuki - Vygonoshanske - Sporova 

Plans for a final early morning walk in the forest had to be aborted due to rain, so we reconvened for breakfast 

and then headed off on the bus to our next destination a few hours along the road in the direction of Minsk. On 

the route Giles spotted three Little Egrets from the bus, quite an uncommon bird in these parts, and a brief 

coffee stop at a service station on the motorway was illuminated by a fly-over Black Woodpecker. We arrived at 

the village of Cielihany around midday and met our local guide, who would help us navigate our way into the 

Vygonoshanske National Park. 

 

We boarded the park's ancient yellow bus and were soon bouncing along forest tracks deep into the swampy 

forest that makes up much of this protected area. After a while we arrived at a trail head where we de-bussed and 

walked along a forest track for about half an hour, noting excitedly at one point that there were some Wolf 

tracks in the mud! Eventually, we arrived in an area of birch forest in which a Common Buzzard nest had been 

taken over by a pair of one of the star birds of Belarus, the Great Grey Owl. However, to our disappointment, 

the nest appeared unoccupied and the forest rangers told us that it had been a very poor year for these birds in 

Belarus, with many nests abandoned part way through the breeding season. It appeared that we would be 

unlucky in our quest, but one of the rangers thought it would be worth scouting around the vicinity of the nest 

site to see if either of the adult owls was still around. After an anxious 20-minute wait, a ranger beckoned us 

forward and, a few minutes later, we were looking straight at a magnificent adult Great Grey Owl sitting low 

down, almost at eye level, on the branch of a pine tree. The bird seemed totally unconcerned by our presence 
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and some of us were able to get some great photographs of this truly special bird as it scrutinised the forest floor, 

looking for any movements that might give away the presence of its small-mammal prey. 

 

After about half an hour, we had to tear ourselves away from this spectacle and trek back to the vehicle which 

transported us back to our own bus parked next to small lake where Sergei had prepared another great picnic 

lunch for us. Finding and enjoying the Great Grey Owl meant that we were a little behind schedule, so we 

polished off lunch as quickly as we could and then set off for our next destination, about an hour's drive away. 

Sporova Marsh is a rather unusual habitat called a fen mire, consisting of relatively short sedges punctuated with 

a few taller grasses, which is the preferred habitat of our next target species, the globally threatened Aquatic 

Warbler. Belarus holds nearly half of the known world population of this rare bird, although it has probably 

suffered a decline of more than 90% mainly due to drainage, land reclamation and peat extraction. Three key 

sites in Belarus, including Sporova, hold 90% of the Belarusian and 40% of the global population. 

 

Although it was already late afternoon, we could clearly hear Aquatic Warblers singing out on the marsh, but 

actually seeing any was a little problematic to start with. However, eventually we managed to track a few down 

that were perched up on sedge clumps, and noted their streaky backs, whitish throats and diagnostic pale crown 

stripes. Further out on the marsh, Common Snipe were drumming, Marsh Harriers were hunting, and Meadow 

Pipits were flying around with beaks full of insects to feed their young. It was now getting late so, with our main 

targets in the bag and an early start due tomorrow, we drove back to our nearby hotel where over our last 

evening meal together we took a vote on the bird of the trip. It was no contest - Great Grey Owl! 

Day 8  Sunday 20th May 

Sporova - Minsk - London 

To catch our early afternoon flight back to London meant an early start, so we took with us a boxed breakfast 

provided by our hotel and drove up the motorway in the direction of Minsk. Whilst some of us dozed, others 

scanned the now familiar Belarusian landscape for any remaining birds for our trip list. Marsh and Montagu's 

Harriers were both noted, along with the usual Great Egrets and White Storks, but the keen-eyed finally came up 

trumps with the final new bird of the trip on a roadside wetland - a drake Tufted Duck! At the airport, we bade a 

fond farewell to Istvan, Victoria and Sergei and, all too soon, we were boarding our Belavia aircraft for the three-

hour flight back to Gatwick. 

 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Birds (=recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

      May 

  Common name Scientific name 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

1 Mute Swan  Cygnus olor             

2 Whooper Swan  Cygnus cygnus   9             

3 Gadwall  Mareca strepera               

4 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos         

5 Northern Pintail  Anas acuta       1         

6 Northern Shoveler  Spatula clypeata               

7 Garganey  Spatula querquedula     6         

8 Red-crested Pochard Netta rufina   2   
 

      

9 Common Pochard  Aythya ferina               

10 Tufted Duck  Aythya fuligula               1 

11 Common Goldeneye  Bucephala clangula                

12 Smew  Mergellus albellus   8             

13 Hazel Grouse Tetrastes bonasia         1       

14 Grey Partridge  Perdix perdix       2         

15 Common Quail  Coturnix coturnix       H         

16 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis   2             

17 Great Crested Grebe  Podiceps cristatus              

18 Black-necked Grebe  Podiceps nigricollis       3         

19 Black Stork  Ciconia nigra   6 3 1   3     

20 White Stork  Ciconia ciconia          

21 Eurasian Bittern  Botaurus stellaris   H H           

22 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea         

23 Great Egret  Ardea alba   1 1 6      

24 Little Egret Egretta garzetta             3 


25 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo               

26 European Honey Buzzard  Pernis apivorus     12 16 1 1     

27 Short-toed Snake Eagle  Circaetus gallicus     1           

28 Lesser Spotted Eagle  Clanga pomarina     3     1     

29 Greater Spotted Eagle  Clanga clanga     1           

30 Eurasian Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus              

31 Northern Goshawk  Accipiter gentilis                 

32 Western Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus         

33 Montagu's Harrier  Circus pygargus     2 1 1     1 

34 White-tailed Eagle  Haliaeetus albicilla   4 1           

35 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo          

36 Corn Crake  Crex crex   H H H H       

37 Spotted Crake  Porzana porzana       H         

38 Common Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus               

39 Eurasian Coot  Fulica atra                

40 Common Crane  Grus grus           3     

41 Eurasian Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus   1 1 2 2       

42 Northern Lapwing  Vanellus vanellus         

43 Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula     2           

44 Little Ringed Plover  Charadrius dubius   4 1 3 2       

45 Eurasian Woodcock  Scolopax rusticola     2   1 1     

46 Common Snipe  Gallinago gallinago           

47 Black-tailed Godwit  Limosa limosa        1       
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      May 

  Common name Scientific name 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

48 Common Redshank  Tringa totanus             

49 Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia   3 1   1       

50 Green Sandpiper  Tringa ochropus   2 2           

51 Wood Sandpiper  Tringa glareola             

52 Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos     4 1         

53 Ruff  Calidris pugnax             

54 Temminck's Stint  Calidris temminckii     6 5 1       

55 Dunlin  Calidris alpina       15 1       

56 Terek Sandpiper Xenus cinereus       1         

57 Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus          

58 Little Gull  Hydrocoloeus minutus       D         

59 Common Gull  Larus canus   2             

60 Caspian Gull Larus cachinnans              

61 Little Tern  Sternula albifrons             

62 Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida   3   1        

63 Common Tern  Sterna hirundo           

64 White-winged Tern  Chlidonias leucopterus             

65 Black Tern  Chlidonias niger             

66 Rock Dove  Columba livia         

67 Stock Dove  Columba oenas        H      

68 Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus         

69 European Turtle Dove  Streptopelia turtur           1     

70 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto               

71 Common Cuckoo  Cuculus canorus           

72 Tawny Owl  Strix aluco           H     

73 Great Grey Owl  Strix nebulosa             1   

74 Common Swift  Apus apus            

75 Eurasian Hoopoe  Upupa epops   H 3  H H H   

76 Eurasian Wryneck  Jynx torquilla   2 1 2 H       

77 Eurasian Three-toed Woodpecker  Picoides tridactylus           1     

78 Lesser Spotted Woodpecker  Dryobates minor     1           

79 Syrian Woodpecker  Dendrocopos syriacus       4         

80 Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major         H  

81 White-backed Woodpecker  Dendrocopos leucotos   1         3   

82 Black Woodpecker  Dryocopus martius     1   1     

83 Grey-headed Woodpecker  Picus canus   1 1     H H   

84 Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus     1 2         

85 Eurasian Hobby  Falco subbuteo       2 2 1 1   

86 Red-backed Shrike  Lanius collurio             

87 Great Grey Shrike  Lanius excubitor   1   1 1       

88 Eurasian Golden Oriole  Oriolus oriolus   H        

89 Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius             

90 Eurasian Magpie  Pica pica             

91 Spotted Nutcracker  Nucifraga caryocatactes                 

92 Western Jackdaw  Coloeus monedula            

93 Rook  Corvus frugilegus            

94 Hooded Crow  Corvus cornix           

95 Northern Raven  Corvus corax         

96 Coal Tit  Periparus ater     2   2      

97 European Crested Tit  Lophophanes cristatus              

98 Marsh Tit  Poecile palustris     1          
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      May 

  Common name Scientific name 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

99 Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus               

100 Azure Tit  Cyanistes cyanus   2 2   2       

101 Great Tit  Parus major           

102 Eurasian Penduline Tit  Remiz pendulinus       H         

103 Eurasian Skylark  Alauda arvensis           

104 Crested Lark  Galerida cristata     1 1 2       

105 Sand Martin  Riparia riparia             

106 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica           

107 Common House Martin  Delichon urbicum          

108 Long-tailed Tit  Aegithalos caudatus   H           

109 Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus             

110 Common Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita           

111 Wood Warbler  Phylloscopus sibilatrix             

112 Great Reed Warbler  Acrocephalus arundinaceus            

113 Aquatic Warbler  Acrocephalus paludicola             6   

114 Sedge Warbler  Acrocephalus schoenobaenus   H       1   

115 Eurasian Reed Warbler  Acrocephalus scirpaceus                

116 Icterine Warbler  Hippolais icterina       2 1       

117 Common Grasshopper Warbler Locustella naevia           H     

118 River Warbler  Locustella fluviatilis     H 1         

119 Savi's Warbler  Locustella luscinioides       H         

120 Eurasian Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla     H H H H H   

121 Garden Warbler  Sylvia borin   H        

122 Barred Warbler  Sylvia nisoria   1 4 1         

123 Lesser Whitethroat  Sylvia curruca   H          

124 Common Whitethroat  Sylvia communis   H          

125 Common Firecrest  Regulus ignicapilla   1 4 1         

126 Goldcrest  Regulus regulus             

127 Eurasian Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes                

128 Eurasian Nuthatch  Sitta europaea     1   1     

129 Eurasian Treecreeper  Certhia familiaris     1   H      

130 Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris           

131 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula           

132 Fieldfare  Turdus pilaris            

133 Song Thrush  Turdus philomelos     H   H     

134 Mistle Thrush  Turdus viscivorus           H     

135 Spotted Flycatcher  Muscicapa striata            

136 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula     H   H H     

137 Bluethroat  Luscinia svecica   `1   1         

138 Thrush Nightingale  Luscinia luscinia   H          

139 European Pied Flycatcher  Ficedula hypoleuca       1 1     

140 Collared Flycatcher  Ficedula albicollis             

141 Red-breasted Flycatcher  Ficedula parva     H      H   

142 Black Redstart  Phoenicurus ochruros           

143 European Stonechat Saxicola rubicola     1           

144 Whinchat  Saxicola rubetra   2   1      

145 Northern Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe      1       

146 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus            

147 Eurasian Tree Sparrow  Passer montanus             

148 Western Yellow Wagtail  Motacilla flava         

149 White Wagtail  Motacilla alba         
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150 Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis                

151 Tree Pipit  Anthus trivialis           H     

152 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs           

153 Hawfinch  Coccothraustes coccothraustes         H     

154 Eurasian Bullfinch  Pyrrhula pyrrhula           1     

155 Common Rosefinch  Carpodacus erythrinus       2         

156 European Greenfinch  Chloris chloris           

157 Common Linnet  Linaria cannabina              

158 European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis            

159 European Serin  Serinus serinus            

160 Eurasian Siskin  Spinus spinus                

161 Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella         

162 Common Reed Bunting  Emberiza schoeniclus            

Mammals (S = dead; S = Signs of; T = tracks)                 

1 Eastern Hedgehog Erinaceus concolor 1               

2 European Mole Talpa europaea     S S         

3 Brown  Hare Lepus europaeus 1               

4 Wolf Canis lupus             T   

5 Red Fox Vulpes vulpes     D 1 1       

6 European Polecat Mustela putorius                 

7 European Badger Meles meles 1         S     

8 European Pine Marten Martes martes                 

9 Wild Boar Sus scrofa           1     

10 European Bison Bison bonasus           44     

11 Red Deer Cervus elaphus           6     

12 Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus      1        

13 Elk Alces alces     T           

14 Red Squirrel Sciurus vulgaris                 

15 Eurasian Beaver Castor fiber     1 1 1   S   

Reptiles                   

1 Eastern Grass Snake Natrix natrix       1         

2 Eastern Slow Worm  Anguis colchica            1     

Amphibians                   

1 Fire-bellied Toad Bombina bombina   H H H H       

2 Common Frog Rana temporaria           1     

3 Marsh Frog Rana ridibunda   H H H H       

Butterflies                   

1 Swallowtail Papilio machaon                

2 Large White Pieris brassicae                

3 Orange Tip Arthocharis cardamines               

4 Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni               

5 Small White Pieris rapae                

6 Sooty Copper Lycaena tityrus                

7 Little Blue Cupido minimus                

8 Holly Blue Celastrina argiolus                

9 Peacock Inachis io                
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10 Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta               

11 Weaver's Fritillary Clossiana dia                

12 Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria               

Miscellaneous Invertebrates                   

1 Hornet Vespa crabro                

2 Raft Spider Agyroneta aquatica               

3 Freshwater Leech Hirudo sp.                

4 Tadpole Shrimp Triops sp.               

5 Dor Beetle Geotrupes stercorarius                

Dragonflies & Damselflies 

1 Banded Demoiselle Caloppteryx splendens 
 

 
   

2 Azure Bluet Coenagrion puella 
 


    

3 Large Redeye Erythromma najas 
   


  

4 Common Bluetail Ischnura elegans 
 


    

5 Brown Hawker Aeshna grandis 
 


    

6 Hairy Hawker Brachytron pratense 
 


    

7 Green Snaketail Ophiogomphus cecilia 
 


    

8 Downy Emerald Cordulia aenea 
    


 

9 Blue Chaser Libellula fulva 
 


    

10 Four-spotted Chaser Libellula quadrimaculata 
 


    

Plants of note 

Marsh Marigold, Caltha palustris Wood Anemone, Anemone nemorosa 

Yellow Anemone, Anemone ranunculoides Yellow Archangel, Lamiastrum galeobdolon 

Wood Sorrel, Oxalis acetosella Labrador Tea Plant, Ledum palustre 

Lily-of-the-Valley, Convallaria majalis May Lily, Maianthemum bifolium 

Common Solomon's Seal, Polygonatum multiflorum Bugle, Ajuga reptans 

Greater Celandine, Chelidonium majus Chickweed Wintergreen, Trientalis europaea 

Wild Strawberry, Fragaria vesca Martagon Lily, Lilium martagon 

Bogbean, Menyanthes trifoliata Siberian Iris, Iris sibirica 

Water Violet, Hottonia palustris Water Soldier, Stratiotes aloides 

Columbine, Aquilegia vulgaris Bilberry, Vaccinium myrtillus 
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