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Tour participants: Barrie Cooper (Naturetrek leader), Istvan Pentek (local guide),  

Julia (translator), Sergei (driver) and thirteen Naturetrek clients 

Summary 

Belarus is probably Europe’s biggest wildlife secret. Its ancient forests, numerous wetlands and bogs make it a 

haven for a range of interesting species. Belarus had experienced a dry spring this year, reducing the number of 

waterbirds and perhaps some of the insects. We had cool, wet weather during the early part of this trip before it 

became dry and warmer for the second half of the week. Nevertheless, we saw some fantastic wildlife including 

nine species of woodpeckers, five species of owl, European Bison and Europe’s most endangered bird – Aquatic 

Warbler. Belarus is the best European country to see Azure Tits and we saw a pair nest building on our first 

morning. The wealth of Belarus’ wildlife and habitats was appreciated by an enthusiastic Naturetrek group who 

discovered how special this relatively unknown country is. 

Day 1 Sunday 5th May 

All members of the group met up with Barrie at Gatwick Airport for our Belavia flight to Minsk. Everything 

went to plan and we met up with Istvan, Julia and driver Sergei at Minsk Airport. After changing some money 

we boarded the bus for the four-hour journey to Liaskavichi on the Pripiat River, which was to be our base for 

the next four nights. Fortunately our local hosts had arranged for a take-away chicken and chips to satisfy our 

hunger as we embarked on our journey from the airport. It was around midnight local time when we arrived at 

the hotel so after checking in we swiftly moved to our rooms for some sleep.  

Day 2 Monday 6th May 

It was a relaxed start to the day with an eight o’clock breakfast of porridge and pancakes. After dressing 

appropriately for the falling rain, we went for a walk along the river near the hotel. A White Stork on its nest 

opposite the hotel entrance was the first bird that caught our attention. Hooded Crow, Greenfinch, Stock Dove 

and Lesser Whitethroat were all seen or heard before we walked towards the river. Next up was a pair of 

Hoopoe that could have been prospecting a nest site in the hotel garden. Fortunately the rain had stopped by 

now which was most welcome. A short way along the river our first waders – Common Redshank, Wood and 

Common Sandpiper, Lapwing and Little Ringed Plover along with Common Tern showed well to the 

background of a singing Thrush Nightingale. Further along a fine male Whinchat and a few Northern Wheatears 

perched up to reveal more migrants to this marvellous part of Europe. Eventually we found our target species 

for the day (and the trip for some of the group). A pair of Azure Tits were building their nest in an electricity 

box and were the subject of prolonged views and compliments from an admiring group of very grateful wildlife 

watchers. We eventually had to drag ourselves away from these splendid birds for which the Pripiat floodplain 

has become their stronghold in Europe. As we made our way back to the hotel a Skylark treated us to a lengthy 

display and song as if to remind us that perhaps looks aren’t everything to make a bird very special.  

 

After returning to the hotel we boarded the bus for the drive to the Beloe Fishponds. As soon as we climbed off 

the bus the distinctive song of Great Reed Warbler greeted us and we quickly found the obliging bird at the top 

of some phragmites. Chiffchaff, Willow Warbler and Blackcap were three more warblers in the area and 

Whiskered and White-winged Terns flew over the large fishpond. Unfortunately the rain had started again and it 
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became progressively heavier during the morning. Nevertheless the birdlife kept appearing and a Little Bittern 

flying out from the reedbed was seen by some while Common Bittern was booming in the distance. Some Lesser 

Whitethroats were very obliging and showed well in willows by the track. The fishponds held quite a few Great 

Crested Grebes, Goldeneye and a pair of Smew with the male showing particularly well. While walking back to 

the bus in the rain some members of the group had five very vocal Black-throated Divers flying over. Julia and 

Sergei had prepared a fine picnic lunch that was taken in a rather small shelter as a refuge from the rain.  

 

Unfortunately the unrelenting rain continued after lunch but we decided to stick to the plan and visit another 

part of the fishpond complex. Unfortunately we didn’t find any Bluethroats that were braving the rain but the 

waders didn’t mind and Black-tailed Godwit, Ruff, Common Snipe and Greenshank were added to the list along 

with Common Redshank, Wood Sandpiper and Little Ringed Plover. With the rain getting heavier it was time to 

leave but two distant Great Egrets put in an appearance just before we did.  

 

A final stop for the day was to Liaskavichi Meadows. A male Red-backed Shrike perching on a fence just twenty 

metres away from us received some very positive compliments. A couple of Yellow Wagtails near a bridge 

proved to be the grey-headed thunbergi subspecies on their way to Scandinavia. A Whinchat put in an appearance 

for those who missed the one in the morning before the persistent rain forced us to call it a day. At least the early 

finish enabled us to take a hot shower before dinner at the hotel. A brief walk near the hotel after dinner gave 

people a chance to listen to Thrush Nightingale again.  

Day 3 Tuesday 7th May 

The weather forecast had predicted more rain, so we had another leisurely start with an 8am breakfast. First 

notable birds on our drive were a Great Egret in a small canal and a male Marsh Harrier hunting over a roadside 

field. Today was the day when the Belarusians remember their dead and quite a few people were making their 

ways to the cemeteries to place flowers. Our first stop of the day was at Kremnoe village. Immediately as we 

climbed out of the bus a Serin and a Spotted Flycatcher were perched on wires above where we were parked. 

This is a breeding area for Fieldfare and a few were around in the large willows that bordered the river. A couple 

of thunbergi Yellow Wagtail were on the track near the bus and as the day progressed it was clear that there was a 

migration of this subspecies through the area. One or two Wood Warblers were singing and calling but were not 

very obliging in providing decent views. A vocal Syrian Woodpecker was more obliging, particularly as it had the 

decency to perch on a tree trunk to reveal the key identification features to distinguish it from a Great Spotted. 

Further good fortune followed when a surprisingly showy Thrush Nightingale perched out in the relative open 

of a large willow to enable everyone to see this usually skulking bird with some obtaining reasonable 

photographs. Whinchats and Linnets were also seen well in the area.  

 

We then moved onto Turov to look at the birdlife on the meadows. Despite the rain we were experiencing, the 

last few months had been unusually dry in this part of Belarus and there was much less water around than usual 

and, as a result, fewer birds. However a few White-winged Terns and Black-tailed Godwits were around plus a 

distant White-tailed Eagle. A Swift flew over but was only seen by two or three members of the group. Today 

was very unseasonal in terms of temperature and the cold weather had forced us to have lunch of a very 

welcome warm soup in a local restaurant. After finishing lunch Julia received a phone call from the local bird 

ringing station to say that they had a special bird for us to see. So after a quick visit to the wooden Blue Church 

we moved on to the ringing station where Natalia and Pavel were waiting with our prize – a Terek Sandpiper – a 
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target bird for some of the group. We watched Natalia place the usual metal ring on the bird plus a yellow ring 

with a unique number that was more readable from a distance. Husband Pavel recorded the measurements as 

Natalia called them out. The Terek was placed in a cloth bag while Natalia placed her hand into another bag and 

pull out yet another male Terek Sandpiper – two for the price of one! Once all the information for both birds 

was recorded we went outside where Caroline and Istvan released them. Returning back inside the ringing station 

Natalia was waiting with a Dunlin that was just entering into breeding plumage. There was much less water than 

usual near the village, nevertheless we still saw all five terns (Little, Common, Black, White-winged and 

Whiskered) from the garden of the ringing station. We then moved down the road to get a better view of the 

river and meadows with birds including two Temminck’s Stints, Ringed Plover, Ruff, Oystercatcher, a pair of 

Garganey and two Terek Sandpipers which may have been the two we had seen ringed earlier but they were on 

the opposite side of the river so we couldn’t be sure as they were just too far away. Our next destination was a 

small drained reservoir that held lots of waders including a marvellous mix of spectacular male Ruffs. Everyone 

was impressed by the variety of colourful plumages exhibited by the Ruff. Other waders included Black-tailed 

Godwit, Dunlin, Ringed Plover and Wood Sandpiper. Equally exciting were a pair of Citrine Wagtails with the 

male being quite obliging. Barrie spotted a Bluethroat but it disappeared into vegetation with only one or two of 

the group managing to see it. The cold wind and light rain forced some people back to the bus and it wasn’t long 

before the remainder of the group joined them. A return to the restaurant for dinner was most welcome and we 

remained there until it was time to meet up with Natalia again for her to lead us to the Great Snipe lek. 

Fortunately the rain was light and the wind had dropped so it didn’t seem as cold as we made the one and half 

kilometre hike to the lek. A vocal Corncrake was quite close to us but wouldn’t reveal itself to us but Martin and 

Sheridan managed brief flight views. A couple of cuckoos were calling and there were plenty of Sand Martins 

over the river. We didn’t have to wait long to see our first Great Snipes once we had positioned ourselves a 

reasonable distance away from it. Everybody managed to get some scope views of the Great Snipes and some 

were fortunate to see them displaying. Satellite trackers on some of the Turov Great Snipe has shown that they 

can migrate from their wintering grounds in Gabon to Belarus in three days, which is quite remarkable. The light 

was fading so we made our way back to the bus. Brown Hares and one or two rodents were seen from the bus 

on the way back to the hotel. So despite the cold, wet and windy weather we had still managed to see some 

excellent wildlife.  

Day 4 Wednesday 8th May 

Fortunately we had no rain today, however it remained cold which may have had an impact on some species but 

it was still a successful day. We began with a drive to the Azerany Forest. Nuthatches were using a nestbox at the 

entrance to the forest while Red-breasted Flycatcher and Eurasian Treecreeper were one hundred metres further 

along the track. Wood Warblers were singing throughout the forest but weren’t being too showy. A noisy Raven 

alerted us to it harassing a White-tailed Eagle that was flying low over the forest. An obliging Lesser-spotted 

Woodpecker was seen soon afterwards, but the highlight was probably a male Golden Oriole that gave good 

views for some of the group. Just as we were about to get on the bus a Black Woodpecker flew into a tree near 

the road. The Black Woodpecker showed reasonably well, which made up for only seeing a Great Spotted and 

hearing a Grey-headed in the forest. After leaving the forest we drove a short distance to look for raptors and 

were rewarded with fairly distant views of White-tailed Eagle, Greater and Lesser Spotted Eagles. A couple of 

Black Storks were seen and were possibly on migration. Our picnic lunch site had new birds in the shape of 

Marsh Tit, Hawfinch and Sparrowhawk.  
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Our first destination after lunch was Hvaensk where we had another showy Golden Oriole. We eventually found 

some vocal and active Barred Warblers with a pair of Red-backed Shrikes as neighbours. Turtle Dove was heard 

there but we didn’t manage to see this declining species. Our first butterfly of the trip was seen here – a Wood 

White. A stop for another Black Stork also gave us good views of a Lesser Spotted Eagle. A roadside stop for a 

Common Buzzard also gave us a Honey Buzzard. Some singing Icterine Warblers were at the same place and 

then a pair of White-backed Woodpeckers put in an appearance and enabled everyone to see their white backs. 

Our final site was a different part of the Pripiatsky Forest where good views were gained of Collared Flycatcher 

and Wryneck. This rich forest also gave us our seventh woodpecker for the day – Middle Spotted. A Cuckoo 

provided good flight views while Spotted Flycatcher, Fieldfare and a male Roe Deer were also seen. A pair of 

Garganey was on a small pond next to the road, which was a surprise. We took the ferry across the river with 

several White-winged Terns and a Common Sandpiper seen before making the short journey back to the hotel. 

So despite the cool weather it had been another good day topped off with a fine dinner at the hotel.  

Day 5 Thursday 9th May 

Finally we had a warm sunny day and this was reflected in the range and quantity of birdsong and the number of 

butterflies we experienced during the day. A quick stop overlooking some meadows near Turov had our first 

Moorhen of the trip along with Black-tailed Godwit, Ruff, Common Redshank and Yellow Wagtail. Our first 

destination was Alshany where Green Sandpiper was the first notable bird. Just a few metres along the 

embankment a Nightjar took off and flew a short distance to perch along a tree branch. Unfortunately, before 

the entire group could assemble to see it a Fieldfare chased it off the branch and we didn’t see it again. There 

were a few pairs of Fieldfare nesting in the large willows and a nest was found with approximately four young 

that revealed themselves when the parents returned with food. Close by, a pair of Azure Tits provided good 

views much to everyone’s satisfaction. A few Garden Warblers were singing and one put in a star performance 

by sitting on a branch and singing in full view.  

 

The warm sunshine had certainly brought out the butterflies including Swallowtail, Green-veined White, Clouded 

Yellow and Small Copper. A Savi’s Warbler was heard and, once again, we had another star performance with 

the very obliging bird singing in full view just thirty metres away from us. Sedge Warbler and Wryneck tried to 

compete but the Savi’s was the one that had most of our attention. The weather was also good for raptors with 

Lesser-spotted Eagle, Montagu’s and Marsh Harriers being seen during the morning. Crested Lark and Wheatear 

were other birds during the morning.  

 

We reached Liadzets for our picnic lunch and almost immediately saw two Greater Spotted Eagles with the male 

doing a bit if displaying. Just as people were commencing their lunches a Greater Spotted Eagle with a satellite 

transmitter put in an appearance and commenced to give us a brilliant aerial display virtually over our heads. It 

was tremendous to see the display and a perfect time to be at the site after the poor weather of the previous days. 

Simon found a very smart European Tree Frog that posed perfectly for photographs. After completing our 

lunch we had to drag ourselves away for the five-hour journey to our next hotel. A stop in Pinsk to visit a 

supermarket for food supplies and local delicacies to take home was a highlight of the journey during the 

afternoon. The bird highlights for the road journey were a splendid male Montagu’s Harrier and a male Common 

Pheasant. We eventually arrived at our hotel in Kamianiuki in time for dinner. 
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Day 6 Friday 10th May 

Today was our full day in the Belowezhskaya Pushcha National Park and the weather remained fine. A short pre-

breakfast walk enabled some of the group to see a Nutcracker while a Common Redstart was more widely seen. 

After breakfast we met up with local National Park ranger Anton who was to be our guide for the day and we 

then drove into the rich ancient forest. All four flycatchers were well seen during the morning – Red-breasted, 

Collared, Pied and Spotted. Two species of woodpecker were found in the first hour – Middle Spotted and 

White-backed. Firecrest, Hawfinch, Robin and Wren were other birds of the forest. Caroline found a Goldilocks 

Buttercup, which is an ancient woodland indicator. A fine picnic lunch was taken in the forest before we drove 

to a mixed forest area. Crested Tits and a Cuckoo were seen quite well and a Common Buzzard flew over, while 

Marsh Tit and Willow Tit were both seen during the afternoon. We came across several Black Woodpeckers 

including one visiting its nest that gave us great views, but the highlight of the afternoon was a Tengmalm’s Owl 

at its nest that was previously a Black Woodpecker hole. It was tremendous to see this shy, elusive owl and 

certainly highlighted the value of having Anton with us for the day.  

 

We had a short drive to another area of the forest where a Grey-headed Woodpecker was heard as soon as we 

left the bus and eventually we had good views of a pair of them before moving onto another part of the forest. 

On this occasion a Three-toed Woodpecker was heard as soon as we got off the bus and one soon appeared and 

showed really well with scope views showing the yellow crown of a male. Once again we were enjoying 

privileged views of a species that can be elusive. This woodpecker made it seven for the day and nine for the 

holiday. Another short drive brought us to another part of the forest where we went for a longer walk and found 

another Three-toed Woodpecker, this time a female. We had gone down this track to find Pygmy Owl and one 

appeared; although it stayed high in the trees it showed well enough for scope views. On the way back to the bus 

a Green Sandpiper and female Goldeneye were seen at a pond.  

 

We had an excellent early dinner before returning to the forest where our first stop was at a lake where a Black-

throated Diver in non-breeding plumage was a good find. Great Egret, Great Reed Warbler, White-winged and 

Black Terns were other birds seen at the lake. While driving through the forest, a Red Fox crossed the road in 

front of us, we later saw two more. A Badger also crossed the road a little further on. Our next destination was 

an area of fields surrounded by forest and a regular location for European Bison. Four Bison were in view when 

we arrived and two more were seen later. A total of five distant Wild Boar were seen and a similar number of 

Roe Deer. As the light began to fade a few Red Deer appeared out of the forest with a total of twelve seen 

during the evening. On the way back to the hotel a pair of Tawny Owls were very vocal but proved to be quite 

difficult to see. While trying to see the owls some Common Cranes were heard coming from another part of the 

forest. We arrived back to the hotel at the end of a long but very successful day.  

Day 7 Saturday 11th May 

The pre-breakfast walk started in front of the restaurant where a Great Spotted Woodpecker was investigating 

House Martin nests. Other birds included Serin, Crested Tit and Common Redstart. After a breakfast of porridge 

and pancakes we checked out to commence our drive to Cieliahany nature reserve. A stop at a service station for 

a comfort break was a good location with a damp area of woodland behind it with singing Golden Oriole. The 

notable find here was a singing River Warbler that unfortunately was only heard by Barrie and David. We 
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continued to a picnic site next to a lake for lunch and Great Reed Warblers and Great Crested Grebe were 

showing well while we waited for our picnic to be laid out.  

 

After lunch we were soon on our way for the short journey to Cieliahany where we met Sacha, the local ranger, 

who guided us to a part of the forest that had a Great Grey Owl nest. A ten-minute walk brought us to an 

acceptable distance from the nest where the female was showing well. The nest had two chicks and one of them 

put in an occasional brief appearance. Everyone was very happy with the views of this very smart owl. Sacha told 

us that there were twenty active nests this year with eighteen of them in artificial sites – fifteen in tyres and three 

in boxes like the one we were at. We were also told that one site had two nests that were just two hundred 

metres apart, which shows the remarkable breeding density here and the availability of food this year. A short 

drive to a plantation of coniferous trees brought us to the nest site of Long-eared Owl that we could see from 

the road. This nest was also in a box and held at least four chicks and all were showing but no adults were seen. 

A Woodlark was displaying at the same site, which was a bonus. The remainder of the afternoon was taken up by 

the one-hour drive to our hotel in Beloazersk. After checking in and a brief break we made the short journey to 

Sporova Marsh nature reserve with an interruption to admire a male Montagu’s Harrier that was quartering a 

field almost in tandem with a male Marsh Harrier while a Kestrel was soaring nearby.   

 

On arrival at Sporova our mission was simple – find an Aquatic Warbler! The breeding area was drier than usual 

but some Aquatic Warblers had already returned from their wintering grounds in Senegal and it didn’t take us 

too long to hear one. Eventually we managed to find the bird sitting low in the sedges but it only put in a brief 

appearance so only a few of the group saw it. This was the pattern for the next twenty minutes and after a series 

of brief showings everyone finally had views of this very smart little warbler. Meadow Pipits, Skylarks and 

displaying Common Snipe were much easier to see and Savi’s Warbler was heard in the nearby reedbed. Sporova 

Marsh includes a rare habitat called fen mire, consisting of relatively short sedges punctuated with a few taller 

grasses, which is the preferred breeding habitat of the globally threatened Aquatic Warbler. Belarus holds nearly 

half of the known world population of this rare bird. Unfortunately the species is declining due to drainage, land 

reclamation and peat extraction in its breeding habitat and also habitat loss in its wintering grounds. Three key 

sites in Belarus, including Sporova, hold 90% of the Belarusian and 40% of the global population.  

Day 8  Sunday 12th May 

It was a foggy start as we left our hotel for the three-hour journey to Minsk Airport, but this soon cleared to 

make it a fine, sunny day. Some of the regular species were seen from the bus during the journey and we arrived 

at the airport well in advance of check-in time. We said our goodbyes to Istvan, Julia and Sergei before entering 

the airport. Our Belavia flight arrived at Gatwick on schedule where everyone said their farewells after an 

excellent holiday experiencing the wildlife and habitats of Belarus.  

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
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Species Lists 

Birds (✓=recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

      May 

  Common name Scientific name 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

1 Mute Swan  Cygnus olor 3     2 ✓ ✓ ✓ 

2 Northern Shoveler  Spatula clypeata   1           

3 Garganey  Spatula querquedula   2 2         

4 Gadwall  Mareca strepera ✓ ✓           

5 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

6 Common Goldeneye  Bucephala clangula 9       1     

7 Smew  Mergellus albellus 3             

8 Common Quail  Coturnix coturnix   H           

9 Common Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus       1       

10 Black-throated Diver Gavia arctica 5       1     

11 Great Crested Grebe  Podiceps cristatus ✓         1   

12 Black Stork  Ciconia nigra     3 1   1   

13 White Stork  Ciconia ciconia ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

14 Eurasian Bittern  Botaurus stellaris H             

15 Little Bittern  Ixobrychus minutus 1             

16 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

17 Great Egret  Ardea alba 2 1   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

18 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo 1             

19 European Honey Buzzard  Pernis apivorus     1         

20 Lesser Spotted Eagle  Clanga pomarina     2 3 2     

21 Greater Spotted Eagle  Clanga clanga     1 4       

22 Eurasian Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus     1         

23 Western Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

24 Montagu's Harrier  Circus pygargus   2   4   3   

25 White-tailed Eagle  Haliaeetus albicilla   1 2         

26 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo     1 ✓ 2 1 ✓ 

27 Corncrake  Crex crex   2           

28 Common Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus       1       

29 Eurasian Coot  Fulica atra ✓         1   

30 Common Crane  Grus grus         H     

31 Eurasian Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus 2 1           

32 Northern Lapwing  Vanellus vanellus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

33 Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula   ✓           

34 Little Ringed Plover  Charadrius dubius 6 ✓           

35 Eurasian Woodcock  Scolopax rusticola   1     2     

36 Great Snipe  Gallinago media   5           

37 Common Snipe  Gallinago gallinago 1 1       ✓   

38 Black-tailed Godwit  Limosa limosa 2 ✓   ✓       

39 Common Redshank  Tringa totanus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       

40 Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia 4 ✓           

41 Green Sandpiper  Tringa ochropus   ✓   1 ✓     

42 Wood Sandpiper  Tringa glareola ✓ ✓           

43 Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos ✓ ✓ 1         

44 Ruff  Calidris pugnax ✓ ✓   ✓ 1     

45 Temminck's Stint  Calidris temminckii   3           

46 Dunlin  Calidris alpina   ✓           

47 Terek Sandpiper Xenus cinereus   2/4           
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      May 

  Common name Scientific name 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

48 Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus ✓ ✓       ✓ ✓ 

49 Caspian Gull Larus cachinnans 8 ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

50 Common Tern  Sterna hirundo ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 

51 Little Tern  Sternula albifrons   6           

52 Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida 3 ✓           

53 White-winged Tern  Chlidonias leucopterus 11 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

54 Black Tern  Chlidonias niger   ✓     ✓     

55 Stock Dove  Columba oenas 1   2         

56 Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

57 European Turtle Dove  Streptopelia turtur     H         

58 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto     ✓         

59 Common Cuckoo  Cuculus canorus H ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

60 Tawny Owl  Strix aluco         2     

61 Great Grey Owl  Strix nebulosa           2   

62 Tengmalm's Owl  Aegolius funereus         1     

63 Eurasian Pygmy Owl  Glaucidium passerinum         1     

64 Long-eared Owl  Asio otus           4   

65 European Nightjar  Caprimulgus europaeus       1       

66 Common Swift  Apus apus   1       2   

67 Eurasian Hoopoe  Upupa epops 2   1 ✓       

68 Eurasian Wryneck  Jynx torquilla 4 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

69 Eurasian Three-toed Woodpecker  Picoides tridactylus         2     

70 Middle Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocoptes medius     1   1     

71 Lesser Spotted Woodpecker  Dryobates minor     1 1       

72 Syrian Woodpecker  Dendrocopos syriacus   1           

73 Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   

74 White-backed Woodpecker  Dendrocopos leucotos     2 1 1     

75 Black Woodpecker  Dryocopus martius     1   ✓     

76 Grey-headed Woodpecker  Picus canus     H   2     

77 Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus 1         1   

78 Red-backed Shrike  Lanius collurio 1   2 1       

79 Eurasian Golden Oriole  Oriolus oriolus     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

80 Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius       ✓ ✓ ✓   

81 Eurasian Magpie  Pica pica ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ 

82 Spotted Nutcracker  Nucifraga caryocatactes         1     

83 Western Jackdaw  Coloeus monedula   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

84 Rook  Corvus frugilegus   ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓ 

85 Hooded Crow  Corvus cornix ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

86 Northern Raven  Corvus corax 2 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

87 Coal Tit  Periparus ater         ✓     

88 European Crested Tit  Lophophanes cristatus         ✓ ✓   

89 Marsh Tit  Poecile palustris     2   2     

90 Willow Tit  Poecile montanus       1 1     

91 Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   

92 Azure Tit  Cyanistes cyanus 2     5       

93 Great Tit  Parus major   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

94 Woodlark  Lullula arborea           1   

95 Eurasian Skylark  Alauda arvensis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

96 Crested Lark  Galerida cristata       1   1 1 

97 Sand Martin  Riparia riparia ✓ ✓           

98 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
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99 Common House Martin  Delichon urbicum ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

100 Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

101 Common Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

102 Wood Warbler  Phylloscopus sibilatrix   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

103 Great Reed Warbler  Acrocephalus arundinaceus ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓   

104 Aquatic Warbler  Acrocephalus paludicola           1   

105 Sedge Warbler  Acrocephalus schoenobaenus ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓   

106 Eurasian Reed Warbler  Acrocephalus scirpaceus ✓             

107 Icterine Warbler  Hippolais icterina     ✓         

108 River Warbler  Locustella fluviatilis           1   

109 Savi's Warbler  Locustella luscinioides       1   H   

110 Eurasian Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

111 Garden Warbler  Sylvia borin       ✓       

112 Barred Warbler  Sylvia nisoria     3         

113 Lesser Whitethroat  Sylvia curruca ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

114 Common Whitethroat  Sylvia communis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       

115 Common Firecrest  Regulus ignicapilla         ✓     

116 Goldcrest  Regulus regulus           H   

117 Eurasian Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes     ✓   ✓     

118 Eurasian Nuthatch  Sitta europaea     ✓   ✓ ✓   

119 Eurasian Treecreeper  Certhia familiaris     ✓   ✓ ✓   

120 Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

121 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

122 Fieldfare  Turdus pilaris ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓     

123 Song Thrush  Turdus philomelos ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

124 Spotted Flycatcher  Muscicapa striata   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

125 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula     1   ✓     

126 Bluethroat  Luscinia svecica   1           

127 Thrush Nightingale  Luscinia luscinia H ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

128 European Pied Flycatcher  Ficedula hypoleuca         ✓ ✓   

129 Collared Flycatcher  Ficedula albicollis     ✓   ✓     

130 Red-breasted Flycatcher  Ficedula parva     2   ✓     

131 Black Redstart  Phoenicurus ochruros ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

132 Common Redstart  Phoenicurus phoenicurus         ✓ ✓   

133 Whinchat  Saxicola rubetra 2 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

134 Northern Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe ✓     ✓       

135 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

136 Eurasian Tree Sparrow  Passer montanus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

137 Western Yellow Wagtail  Motacilla flava ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓ 

138 Citrine Wagtail  Motacilla citreola   2           

139 White Wagtail  Motacilla alba ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

140 Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis           ✓ ✓ 

141 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

142 Hawfinch  Coccothraustes coccothraustes     3   ✓     

143 Eurasian Bullfinch  Pyrrhula pyrrhula         H     

144 European Greenfinch  Chloris chloris ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

145 Common Linnet  Linaria cannabina ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       

146 European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

147 European Serin  Serinus serinus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

148 Eurasian Siskin  Spinus spinus         ✓     

149 Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
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150 Common Reed Bunting  Emberiza schoeniclus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Mammals 
        

1 Badger Meles meles         1     

2 European Bison Bison bonasus         6     

3 Wild Boar Sus scrofa         5     

4 Red Deer Cervus elaphus         12     

5 Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus 2 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

6 Red Squirrel Sciurus vulgaris         1     

7 Red Fox Vulpes vulpes       1 3     

8 Brown Hare  Lepus europaeus   3 1 ✓       

9 Bank Vole Myodes glareolus         ✓     

Reptiles & Amphibians           
 

    

1 Common (Viviparous) Lizard Lacerta vivipara       1       

2 Fire-bellied Toad Bombina bombina H             

3 Marsh Frog Rana ridibunda       H   1   

4 Eastern Tree Frog  Hyla orientalis       1       

Butterflies 
    

  
   

1 Swallowtail Papilio machaon       ✓       

2 Large White Pieris brassicae       ✓       

3 Orange Tip Arthocharis cardamines       ✓       

4 Green-veined White Artogeia napi       ✓ ✓ ✓   

5 Wood White Leptidea sinapis     1 ✓       

6 Pale Clouded Yellow  Colias hyale       ✓       

7 Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni       ✓       

8 Peacock Inachis io         ✓     

9 Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas       ✓ ✓     

10 Small Heath  Coenonympha pamphilus       ✓ ✓     

Plants 

Marsh Marigold, Caltha palistris Yellow Anemone, Anemone ranunculoides 

Yellow Archangel, Lamiastrum galeobdolon Wood Sorrel, Oxalis acetosella 

Marsh Violet sp., Viola uliginosa Herb Robert, Geranium robertianum 

Lily of the Valley, Convallaria majalis Common Solomon's Seal, Polygonatum multiflorum 

Marsh Cinquefoil, Potentilla palustrid Bugle, Ajuga reptans 

Chickweed Wintergreen, Trientalis europaea Bog Bean, Menyathes trifolia 

Bilberry, Vaccinium sp Greater Celandine, Chelidorm majus 

Goldilocks Buttercup, Ranunculus auricomus Creeping Buttercup, Ranunculus repens 

Greater Stitchwort, Stellaria holosted Water Crowfoot, Ranunclus sp. 

Wild Carrot, Allium ursinum Water Avers, Geum rurale 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  


