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Tour participants: Peter Herrera (leader) with four Naturetrek clients 

Summary 

Belize is a small country with a variety of environments and we were able to take full advantage of this diversity.  

We visited rainforests, savannah, coral reefs and mangrove swamps and enjoyed the wide range of the birds, 

mammals, fish and reptiles that live in the different habitats. In addition, there are small bodies of water 

supporting wildlife everywhere. We were able to learn more about the history and diverse cultures of Belize, 

including the importance of the British in establishing prosperity and supporting the infrastructure until very 

recent times. The diversity was often reflected in the meals, which were usually cooked using locally grown, 

seasonal fruit and vegetables, and had a Creole, Mexican or Garifuna influence. The wet season should have 

ended before the trip, but this year there had been a drought during the wet season and the rain had started 

shortly before our trip. There were heavy showers on several days and often there was very heavy overnight rain, 

but it did little to spoil our enjoyment and the only major change to the itinerary was when we chose to use road 

transport instead of open boats to travel to and from Lamanai 

Day 1 Monday 9th November 

London Heathrow to USA 

Three of the group flew from London Heathrow to Houston, whilst one took a flight to Miami. All stayed 

overnight at airport hotels 

Day 2 Tuesday 10th November 

Houston/Miami to Black Orchid Resort 

Peter met the group at Belize City airport, their different flights arriving within 30 minutes of each other. While 

waiting, the first arrivals saw Turkey Vulture, Tropical Mockingbird and pairs of Bat Falcons and Vermillion 

Flycatchers.  Once everyone had gathered, we transferred to the Black Orchid Resort where we had lunch while 

watching the wildlife on the river flowing past the dining veranda, including very good views of a Grey-necked 

Wood Rail and Mangrove Swallows 

 

After lunch we want to the nearby Community Baboon Sanctuary (local people call the black howler monkeys 

“baboons”). On the way we saw Green and Belted Kingfishers, Neotropical Cormorant and Northern Jacana.  

We were greeted at the Sanctuary by our guide, Robert, who did a great job to make sure we had close views of 

the monkeys and the birds on the trails. We saw many species including Rufous-tail Jacamar, Hooded Warbler 

and Yellow-bellied Elaenia. On our drive back to the hotel we had great views of Collared Aracari. 

Day 3 Wednesday 11th November 

Black Orchid Resort to Crooked Tree Lodge via manatee watching 

We started at 6am birding round the hotel, returning at 7am for breakfast. We left shortly after breakfast to drive 

to Belize City, heading for the quay where we were to catch the boat to the manatee sanctuary. On the way we 

saw Northern Jacana, Blue-winged Teal and Least Sandpiper. The weather was overcast with light showers but 
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this didn’t deter us and it soon cleared up to become bright and sunny. We boarded the boat with our captain, 

Rodell, and went to the manatee sanctuary. Motorised boats and swimmers are excluded from the sanctuary so 

we were surprised to find a boat and two people in the water, but we learnt that they were there with permission 

to film the manatees. They left soon after we arrived and Rodell cut our engine and punted our boat in closer to 

the sanctuary. Our patience was rewarded and we eventually got to see West Indian Manatee for about half an 

hour. We then took a 20 minute boat ride through islands and out to the coral reef at South Gallows Point where 

some of the group went snorkeling. We saw many fish including Blue Tang, Trumpet Fish, Queen Trigger Fish 

and Butterfly Fish. 

 

We had lunch on board: turkey sandwiches, watermelon and papaya. The boat ride back took about 45 minutes, 

and we stopped at the dock to change out of our wet swimming gear before boarding the minibus again. It took 

us an hour and a half to reach Birds Eye View Lodge at Crooked Tree Sanctuary because we made frequent 

stops to see species such as Snail Kite and wetland birds. It was drizzling as we arrived so we postponed walking 

round the Visitor Centre until tomorrow. However the staff gave Peter an update on latest bird sightings so we 

made a short detour in the hope of finding Jabiru Stork. We weren’t disappointed and had good, if distant, views 

of a pair of Jabiru.  

Day 4 Thursday 12th November 

Crooked Tree Sanctuary 

We met in the dining room at 6.15am and had an early snack of fresh papaya, pineapples and oranges with hot 

coffee and tea. While there, we met our boat captain and guide, Michael, for our early lagoon boat tour. This 

gave us an interesting insight into the habitats at Crooked Tree and we had good views of many birds including 

Limpkin, Western Osprey, Laughing Falcon and Black-collared Hawk together with several Morelet’s Crocodiles 

and Basilisk lizards. Some of the young crocodiles were out of the water on logs, but most of the fully grown 

adult crocodiles were resting submerged in the water with only their eyes and nostrils above the surface. We all 

agreed it was a wonderful introduction to the reserve. 

 

After our breakfast of creole bread, sausage links, hash potato and oats with grapefruit juice, we walked along the 

Limpkin Trail near the water’s edge to the Audubon Visitor Centre where we were met by the Manager, Derrick 

Hendy, and Head Warden, Steve Tillet. Derrick gave us a short and fascinating talk about the sanctuary and their 

work, and then we birded back along the same trail. These walks produced Ivory-billed Woodcreeper, Spot-

breasted Wren, Magnolia Warbler, American Redstart and Grey and Roadside Hawks. Best of all was the 

Rufous-breasted Spinetail, which was enticed out for everyone to get a good view. 

 

Following lunch, we had a siesta until 3pm and then took a drive to the pine forest, finishing the last part on foot 

because of the boggy track. Shortly after leaving the minibus activities started with a flock of six to eight Yucatan 

Jays (we also saw three other similar sized flocks during the afternoon). Other birds we saw were Chipping 

Sparrow, Golden-fronted and Acorn Woodpeckers, Brown Jay, and Yucatan and White-fronted Parrots. Then 

there was excitement as we heard a flock of Green Jays in the distance and as we turned to walk back to the 

minibus, four of them flew overhead. They couldn’t be found again in the green trees but everyone was happy 

with this sighting. 

 

We returned to the hotel about 5pm and at 6pm we had dinner and did the day’s list. 
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Day 5 Friday 13th November 

Crooked Tree to Lamanai Outpost Lodge 

This morning we got up at 6am and were greeted by a Reddish Egret. We had some coffee and tea and then 

birded around the hotel grounds until breakfast at 7am. 

 

After breakfast we drove on some of the village trails and saw Northern Cardinal, Chipping Sparrow, Orchard 

Oriole and Acorn Woodpecker. We also had further distant views of a Jabiru. As well as the birds, we began to 

build a picture of the challenges of living in this isolated community. We saw the hurricane shelters which 

provide safe emergency shelter for everyone, as many of the houses are built of wood and are not robust. We 

also saw how the causeway which links the lagoon island to the main road had been raised after the island was 

cut off by flooding a few years ago. 

 

We returned to the hotel at 10am with time to pack, and then we had lunch at noon. Leaving the hotel at 

12.45pm, we had an hour’s drive in heavy rain to the Lamanai dock at Tower Hill where we met up with Brenda, 

our Lamanai launch driver and guide. Because of the intense rain, we drove to Lamanai Lodge by road instead of 

travelling upriver by boat. We arrived about 4pm to a warm welcome, checked into our rooms and, as it had now 

stopped raining, went for a short walk around the local village. Just before we met for dinner and to update the 

list, Peter found a Red-eyed Tree Frog for everyone to admire. 

Day 6 Saturday 14th November 

Lamanai 

We had planned to do the dawn savannah walk this morning but couldn’t because of heavy rain. Peter and two 

of the group got up at 5am and enjoyed coffee and blueberry muffins whilst watching the birds through the rain 

from the veranda; the others met up at 7am for breakfast. Shortly after breakfast the rain stopped. 

 

At 9am we met our guide, Brenda, and we hiked to the Mayan site. This was a very enjoyable and productive 

hike as we saw many new birds for the trip including Green-backed Sparrow, Red-throated Ant-tanager, Barred 

Antshrike, Black-headed and Slaty-tailed Trogons and Lesser Greenbelt. At the Visitor Centre we had good 

views of Northern Parula. Brenda took us on a guided tour of the Mayan site and told us a lot of interesting 

information about the Mayan people, their culture and way of life, and the buildings we could see. Two troops of 

Yucatan Black Howler Monkeys roared at each other across a clearing as we stood there admiring the skills of 

the ancient Mayan people. Among the ruined buildings we also saw a White-nose Coati, who continued foraging 

and ignoring us while we took photographs of him from close-range, and we encountered birds like the 

Swainson’s Thrush, Olive-backed Euphonia and Garter (Violaceous) Trogon. We took a boat ride back along the 

river to the Lodge. 

 

We arrived back at the Lodge at 1pm and had lunch and a siesta. At 3pm, Peter and three of the group took a 

hike back to the Sugar Mill. This is another interesting ruin - this time an industrial building built and abandoned 

by the British. The area wasn’t as productive as the morning and it started to rain while we were out, but we did 

find a Thrush-like Schiffonis. 
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Day 7 Sunday 15th November 

Lamanai 

At 5.30am we met in the dining room for coffee and delicious blueberry muffins, before Peter, Steve and Jane 

went with Brenda to the pine savannah. We had to take a boat ride across the river and up a narrow creek to 

reach the savannah. Our first highlight was a Yellow-billed Cacique on the creek and shortly afterwards Peter 

found a Black Catbird. We also saw a number of crocodiles. In the savannah, we found a crocodile skeleton and 

saw a number of bird species including Botteri's and Savannah Sparrows, Yellow-tailed Oriole and Yellow-

breasted Chat. 

 

We returned at 8.25am and went straight into breakfast. After breakfast we took a boat trip up the river where 

we were able to get close to some of the birds, such as Mangrove Cuckoo and Boat-billed Heron - a highlight for 

the trip. 

 

After lunch we went for a short walk in the village. Our highlights were a Pale-billed Woodpecker and a White-

bellied Emerald hummingbird. 

 

At 4pm we went for a relaxing sunset cruise and enjoyed snacks and cocktails while we watched the birds and 

saw the sun go down. We got to see the Grey-crown Yellowthroat and had very good views of the Red-vented 

Woodpecker. 

 

After dinner Peter and three of the group attempted the night spotting boat trip, but it started to rain heavily 

after about 20 minutes so we had to turn back, but not before we saw the Common Pauraque. 

Day 8 Monday 16th November 

Lamanai to Pook’s Hill  

This morning was very rainy again so we decided to drive back to Tower Hill by bus. We left Lamanai Outpost 

Lodge at 7.30am and reached Tower Hill, where we had left the minibus, at 9am. We changed minibuses and 

then headed to the zoo, reaching there at 11am. On this drive along the Western Highway we saw Eastern 

Meadowlark, had our best views yet of Wood Stork, and the highlight was a Jabiru that we saw out on the pine 

savannah and later flying away. What a huge and impressive wingspan! The Jabiru is 4.5 feet tall and has a 

wingspan of 7.5 feet - the largest of any bird in the Americas. 

 

By the time we arrived at the zoo, it had stopped raining. Belize Zoo is set in natural habitat rather than cages, 

and exhibits examples of almost all the wildlife that can be seen in Belize. The animals there have not been 

hunted and captured for the zoo; rather they are rescued animals that cannot be returned to the wild. The zoo 

does a lot of educational work to promote conservation. As well as enjoying the sight of these native species, we 

were able to do some birding in the natural grounds of the zoo and found some new species including a Buff-

throated Saltator and Yellow-backed Oriole.   

 

After having lunch at the zoo, we headed to Pook’s Hill Lodge in the west of the country, south of San Ignacio.  

Along the way we stopped at a ranch which proved a very productive birding spot and we saw a roost of Snowy 
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Egrets, Western Cattle Egret, Black-necked Stilt, Killdeer and Green Heron, all quite undisturbed by the local 

farmhand who was riding bareback to round up his cattle. 

 

We checked in at Pook’s Hill at 3.45pm and some of the group went for an evening walk in the meadow. We 

added Grey Hawk, Black-face Antthrush and Black-cheeked Woodpecker to the list. We met in the bar at 6pm 

and reviewed the day, completing our list, and then joined the other guests and staff for a nice roast dinner.  

Sitting at one long table, Pook’s Hill has a lovely, warm house party atmosphere. 

Day 9 Tuesday 17th November 

Pook’s Hill 

Coffee was ready at 6am and while we drank it, we watched the hummingbirds at the feeders adding Long-tailed 

and Stripe-throated Hermits to our list. We went birding in the grounds before breakfast. The weather had 

improved and this produced lots of bird activity. We recorded Ochre-bellied Flatbill (flycatcher), White-collared 

Manakin, White-whiskered Puffbird, Yellow-faced Grassquit and had close views of Spectacled Owl. 

 

We had breakfast at 7.30am and then at 9am left for the lower trail down to the river. As we entered the 

meadow, we met an army ant swarm with several different species of bird in attendance. We spent over an hour 

watching Grey-headed Tanager, Northern Barred Woodcreeper, Bright-rumped Attila, Tawny-winged 

Woodcreeper and Crimson-collared Tanager, to name but a few. We were also rewarded with a brief view of a 

King Vulture, and a longer view of an Ornate Hawk-Eagle and a pair of Grey Hawks. Down by the river we had 

good views of Short-tailed Hawk and Black Hawk-Eagle. After an exciting morning, we got back just in time for 

lunch at 12.30pm, followed by a well-earned rest. 

 

At 3pm Peter, Steve and David, together with a local guide and an American student who was at Pook’s Hill to 

record birdsong, went for a birding walk round a loop trail at the meadow. This added few new birds but we had 

a valuable time discussing birdsongs and the nature of the abundant wildlife. 

 

At 6pm we met to review the day, complete our lists and have dinner. As David retired to bed after dinner, he 

met a skunk snuffling through the undergrowth near his cabana. 

Day 10 Wednesday 18th November 

Pook’s Hill 

Peter, David and Keith met in the dining area for coffee at 6am before heading out for a walk around the 

grounds. They then had breakfast before heading out on the river trail where they saw Grey-Headed Dove, 

Orange-billed Sparrow, Wilson’s Warbler and Amazon Kingfisher. 

 

After lunch, they continued to bird around the Lodge and on the access road, with a variety of birds on offer but 

nothing new to add to the list. 

 

Meantime, Steve and Jane spent the day canoeing in the cave at Barton Creek and visiting a nearby butterfly 

ranch. On the way, they had a fleeting view of a pair of Keel-billed Toucans. Water levels were running high 
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after the recent rain and reaching the cave was quite an adventure as they forded a swollen river in the guide’s 4-

wheel drive car. The cave was used by Mayan people for some of their rituals and it’s still possible to see the 

steps cut in the rock so the ancient people could move from one level to another. There were huge numbers of 

Tented Bats flying in the cave and hanging from the roof, and a pair of Ridgway’s Rough-winged Swallows 

nesting in the cave near the entrance. 

 

After a picnic lunch near the cave, they went on to visit the butterfly ranch where they had an informative talk 

about butterfly conservation in Belize. Twenty species of butterfly are hand-reared at the ranch, and Jane and 

Steve were able to witness the full life-cycle and the ways in which the staff ensure successful hand-rearing. In 

addition, the ranch monitors hummingbirds and they had views of Violet Sabrewing and White-necked Jacobin, 

among others, from just inches away. 

 

At 6pm we met to exchange tales of the day’s adventures and to complete our lists before another shared, house 

party-style dinner. 

Day 11 Thursday 19th November 

Pook’s Hill to Tikal 

We had breakfast at 6.30am and then drove to the old pasture on the property where we birded until 9.45am. 

The birding was slow but we still managed good views of Squirrel Cuckoo, Purple-crowned Fairy, Black-crowned 

Tityra and a migrant Olive-sided Flycatcher. On our way back a White Hawk flew across the track right in front 

of us so we stopped and located it among the trees alongside the track. This was one of our target species for 

Pook’s Hill and a nice way to end our birding there. 

 

Returning to the Lodge, we packed, paid our bills and had an early lunch before leaving to drive to Guatemala.  

We arrived at the border town of Melchior de Mencos at 1.45pm and, with brief formalities, we were through 

the border controls and met our Guatemalan driver, Julio. The contrast between Belize, with its British influence 

and relative prosperity, and the Spanish influence and poverty of Guatemala was striking. 

 

We stopped en route to Tikal at Lake Peten Itza, where there was quite a lot of bird activity. We recorded 

American Coot, Green Kingfisher and many wading birds. 

 

We arrived at Jungle Lodge in the amazing Tikal National Park at 4pm, by which time the light was beginning to 

fail so we rested before dinner. 

Day 12 Friday 20th November 

Tikal 

Despite showery rain, we went out at 6.30am and did an hour’s birding before breakfast. We found several 

Ocellated Turkeys, a colourful and confiding bird that provides good photographic opportunities. We also had 

close views of Central American Spider Monkeys in the trees near our cabanas. On our way back to breakfast, we 

had the first good views for the whole group of a Keel-billed Toucan. This is the national bird of Belize and it 
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was ironic that our first good view was in Guatemala - but we weren’t far from the border so we decided it must 

have flown to Tikal from Belize just for us! 

 

After breakfast, we met our local guide, Caesar and together we walked along the trails through the forest to the 

Grand Plaza, birding as we went. Caesar was very knowledgeable about the local birdlife as well as the Mayan 

ruins at Tikal. Entering the Grand Plaza was literally a breath-taking experience. The sight of so many ancient 

buildings, their size and grandeur makes one stand and wonder at the skills and creativity of these ancient people.  

We focused our time around the Grand Plaza and the Central and South Acropolis where Caesar told us what is 

known about the people, their culture and the buildings and their uses. We climbed to the Top of Temple 2 

where we had a ‘toucan’s-eye’ view of the main plaza and its surroundings. We also got very good views of 

Ridgeway's Rough-winged Swallow. 

 

We then made our way back to the hotel for lunch and a rest. In the afternoon we went birding on the old 

airstrip where we watched a Pheasant Cuckoo doing its mating display on the ground. Back at the hotel, several 

male Montezuma Oropendola were using a dead tree right outside our cabanas to perform their display in which 

they call loudly and then appear to fall off their perch, but are actually swinging upside down before righting 

themselves to repeat the performance. 

Day 13 Saturday 21st November 

Tikal to Dangriga 

Steve and Jane were woken at 5.45am by a group of people standing on the veranda of their cabana, admiring 

Keel-billed Toucan and Montezuma Oropendola on a nearby tree. We were amused to discover that they were 

another Naturetrek group visiting Guatemala! Our group met before breakfast for a final birding walk around 

the hotel grounds and the old airstrip. 

 

We left the hotel at 9.45am for the short drive back to the border and after the usual formalities, we crossed the 

border and were reunited with our minibus. We drove on to Blue Hole National Park where we had a picnic 

lunch while watching a pair of Black-cheeked Woodpecker eating the fruit of a nearby palm tree. We went for a 

walk along the trails and saw White-whiskered Puffbird, a pair of Blue-crown Motmots, and Peter heard an 

Orange-billed Sparrow. 

 

We continued on to Pelican Beach Resort. Our arrival at the coast meant a completely new series of birds and as 

we drove to the resort we saw Willet, Whimbrel, Ruddy Turnstone, Spotted Sandpiper and other waders. We 

took a short detour to a habitat where Peter was confident we would find a new bird for the trip - the House 

Sparrow! After checking in, we roamed the coastline next to the hotel to look for more birds. 

 

We completed our lists and had dinner in the open air by the beach. UNICEF were holding a meeting at the 

hotel and had organised a Garifuna performance of music and dancing, and we had a front seat. 
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Day 14 Sunday 22nd November 

South Water Caye 

We had coffee at 6am and then went for a birding walk along the coast and through the cemetery. We had very 

good views of Yellow-Crown Night Heron, Least Sandpiper, White-wing Dove and Brown Pelican. 

 

After breakfast we boarded the boat and left for South Water Caye, an island a few miles off-shore near the coral 

reef. On the way, we made a brief stop close to Bird Island and from the boat we were able to watch the nesting 

Magnificent Frigatebirds at very close range. Huge numbers of them filled the air, many displaying with their red 

throat pouches filled and easily visible. We also saw Brown Boobies on the island. 

 

We arrived at South Water Caye at 10am and were met by Alton, the resident guide. Peter, Steve and Jane went 

snorkelling from the boat among the colourful coral-reef fish, while David and Keith checked out the birdlife on 

the island, including a resident pair of Western Osprey nest-building amongst the bungalows. 

 

Just after lunch a juvenile Tennessee Warbler landed on the beach, looking tired. It remained there for about five 

minutes, enabling us to be sure of its identification - one of the more challenging of the trip! 

 

In the afternoon, Peter, Steve and Jane went snorkelling again, this time straight off the beach. The current was 

quite strong so they didn’t go far but were able to see a Barracuda and a Spotted Eagle-ray, as well as the 

stunning collection of colourful fish. 

 

At 3pm we said goodbye to Steve and Jane who were staying on the island for two nights. They were the only 

guests and we had a fun conversation about which eight discs and luxury item they wished they’d brought along.  

Peter, David and Keith returned to Pelican Beach where they birded in the hotel grounds. They were successful 

in finding the Cinnamon Hummingbird, a pair of Painted Buntings and the Common Tody-flycatcher. 

Day 15 Monday 23rd November 

Dangriga towards home 

After an early breakfast at 6.30am, Peter drove David and Keith back to Belize City Airport for their return flight 

to the UK. En route we added Fork-tailed Flycatcher to the list. It had been a varied trip and, despite the 

weather not always being kind, we had seen a huge variety of birds, mammals, reptiles and fish. 

Day 16 Tuesday 24th November 

Return to the UK 

The flight landed back in the UK and another Naturetrek adventure came to an end. 

Trip extension 

Steve and Jane stayed on for a further seven days on an extension arranged by Naturetrek. They had two nights 

at South Water Caye where they enjoyed further snorkelling, seeing many more of the reef fish, including a 
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passing shark. They watched the Western Ospreys nest-building in a tree right next to their bungalow, and visited 

the island of Carrie Bow Caye. This very small island is about 10 minutes by boat from South Water Caye and is 

home to a marine research field station managed by the Smithsonian Institute. The resident managers (all 

volunteers) were pleased to show them around and explain about the research being undertaken there using the 

three nearby habitats - sea grass, coral reef and mangrove swamp. They also met a researcher who spent some 

time explaining his work to look at the environmental effects on coral growth. Carrie Bow Caye was the location 

for the film footage of hermit crabs changing homes, featured in the BBC Natural History Unit series Life Story, 

narrated by David Attenborough. 

 

Steve and Jane then flew by light aircraft to Gallon Jug Estate and spent five nights at Chan Chich Lodge, one of 

the first eco-lodges established in the Belizean rainforest. It is located within Mayan temple ruins, and part of the 

organic Gallon Jug estate which produces coffee and beef cattle. Here they went out several times a day for 

walks, drives, cycle rides and on horseback with local guides. They learnt a lot about the plants of the rainforest 

and their medicinal uses. There was an Ocellated Turkey roost outside their cabana and each evening and 

morning it sounded like a fleet of Chinook helicopters as these large birds flew vertically up into the tree for the 

night, and then descended to the ground again for a day of feeding. Each evening, Steve and Jane had to 

negotiate the Pauraques sitting on the paths around the Lodge. They were able to add to their trip list bird 

species including Common Potoo, Yucatan Nightjar and Scissor-tailed Flycatcher, and they had superb views of 

a mature Morelet’s Crocodile and a Jaguar. 

 

On their final day, they flew back to Belize City Airport by light aircraft, but not before they had had to wait for 

the Ocellated Turkeys, Killdeer and White-tailed Deer to clear the runway! 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Birds (= recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

 
    November 

  Common name Scientific name 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

1 Great Tinamou  Tinamus major                            

2 Pied-billed Grebe  Podilymbus podiceps                         

3 Brown Booby  Sula leucogaster                               

4 Neotropic Cormorant  Phalacrocorax brasilianus                     

5 Double-crested Cormorant  Phalacrocorax auritus                            


6 Anhinga  Anhinga anhinga                               

7 Brown Pelican  Pelecanus occidentalis                              

8 Magnificent Frigatebird  Fregata magnificens                           

9 Reddish Egret  Egretta rufescens                             

10 Tricolored Heron  Egretta tricolor                            

11 Little Blue Heron  Egretta caerulea                     

12 Snowy Egret  Egretta thula                      

13 Great Blue Heron  Ardea herodias                             

14 Great White Egret  Egretta alba                     

15 Western Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis                      

16 Green Heron  Butorides virescens                        

17 Yellow-crowned Night Heron Nyctanassa violacea                           

18 Boat-billed Heron  Cochlearius cochlearia                                

19 Bare-throated Tiger Heron  Tigrisoma mexicanum                                

20 Wood Stork  Mycteria americana                            

21 Jabiru  Jabiru mycteria                               

22 White Ibis  Eudocimus albus                              

23 Glossy Ibis  Plegadis falcinellus                               

24 Black-bellied Whistling Duck  Dendrocygna autumnalis                        

25 Muscovy Duck  Cairina moschata                               

26 Pintail  Anas acuta                      
 

  

27 Black Vulture  Coragyps atratus                    

28 Turkey Vulture  Cathartes aura                    

29 Lesser Yellow-headed Vulture  Cathartes burrovianus                                 
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    November 

  Common name Scientific name 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

30 King Vulture  Sarcoramphus papa                                

31 White-tailed Kite  Elanus leucurus                               

32 Snail Kite  Rostrhamus sociabilis                           

33 White Hawk  Leucopternis albicollis                               

34 Common Black Hawk  Buteogallus anthracinus                                

35 Great Black Hawk  Buteogallus urubitinga                               

36 Black-collared Hawk  Busarellus nigricollis                                

37 Gray Hawk  Asturina plagiata                            

38 Roadside Hawk  Buteo magnirostris                        

39 Short-tailed Hawk  Buteo brachyurus                               

40 Black Hawk-Eagle  Spizaetus tyrannus                        
 

  

41 Ornate Hawk-Eagle  Spizaetus ornatus                           

42 Western Osprey  Pandion haliaetus                             

43 Laughing Falcon  Herpetotheres cachinnans                               

44 Bat Falcon  Falco rufigularis                           

45 Peregrine Falcon  Falco peregrinus                            

46 Plain Chachalaca  Ortalis vetula                           

47 Crested Guan  Penelope purpurascens                                

48 Ocellated Turkey  Agriocharis ocellata                               

49 Grey-necked Wood-rail  Aramides cajanea                             

50 American Coot  Fulica americana                                

51 Limpkin  Aramus guarauna                              

52 Northern Jacana  Jacana spinosa                       

53 Black-necked Stilt  Himantopus mexicanus                              

54 Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola                            

55 Semipalmated Plover  Charadrius semipalmatus                            
 

56 Killdeer  Charadrius vociferus                            

57 Wilson's Snipe  Gallinago delicata                            

58 Whimbrel  [Hudsonian Curlew] Numenius phaeopus                            

59 Spotted Sandpiper  Actitis macularia                            

60 Willet  Catoptrophorus semipalmatus                               

61 Ruddy Turnstone  Arenaria interpres                          
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62 Sanderling  Calidris alba                               

63 Least Sandpiper  Calidris minutilla                               

64 American Herring Gull  Larus smithsonianus                                

65 Laughing Gull  Larus atricilla                               

66 Caspian Tern  Sterna caspia                                

67 Royal Tern  Sterna maxima                              

68 Sandwich Tern  Sterna sandvicensis                                

69 Feral Pigeon  Columba livia 'feral'                           

70 Pale-vented Pigeon  Patagioenas cayennensis                             

71 Red-billed Pigeon  Patagioenas flavirostris                                

72 Short-billed Pigeon  Patagioenas nigrirostris                             

73 White-winged Dove  Zenaida asiatica                           

74 Plain-breasted Ground Dove Columbina minuta                            

75 Ruddy Ground Dove  Columbina talpacoti                       

76 Blue Ground Dove  Claravis pretiosa                          
 

77 White-tipped Dove  Leptotila verreauxi                                

78 Grey-headed Dove  Leptotila plumbeiceps                            

79 Olive-throated Parakeet  Aratinga nana                          

80 Brown-hooded Parrot  Pionopsitta haematotis                            

81 White-crowned Parrot  Pionus senilis                         


  

82 White-fronted Parrot  Amazona albifrons                            

83 Yellow-lored Parrot  Amazona xantholora                                

84 Red-lored Parrot  Amazona autumnalis                       

85 Yellow-headed Parrot  Amazona oratrix                          

86 Mealy Parrot  Amazona farinosa                              

87 Mangrove Cuckoo  Coccyzus minor                            

88 Squirrel Cuckoo  Piaya cayana                             

89 Groove-billed Ani  Crotophaga sulcirostris                       

90 Pheasant Cuckoo  Dromococcyx phasianellus                            
 

  

91 Spectacled Owl  Pulsatrix perspicillata                            

92 Pauraque  Nyctidromus albicollis                               

93 White-collared Swift  Streptoprocne zonaris                       
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94 Vaux's Swift  Chaetura vauxi                      

95 Long-tailed Hermit  Phaethornis superciliosus longirostris                          

96 Stripe-throated Hermit  Phaethornis striigularis [Little]                          

97 Scaly-breasted Hummingbird  Phaeochroa cuvierii                            

98 Wedge-tailed Sabrewing  Campylopterus curvipennis                                           

99 Violet Sabrewing  Campylopterus hemileucurus                                

100 White-necked Jacobin  Florisuga mellivora                            

101 White-bellied Emerald  Amazilia candida                          
 

102 Rufous-tailed Hummingbird  Amazilia tzacatl                           

103 Purple-crowned Fairy  Heliothryx barroti                               

104 Slaty-tailed Trogon  Trogon massena                               

105 Black-headed Trogon  Trogon melanocephalus                                

106 Collared Trogon  Trogon collaris                         
  

107 Violaceous Trogon  Trogon violaceus                          

108 Belted Kingfisher  Ceryle alcyon                           

109 Ringed Kingfisher  Ceryle torquata                              

110 Amazon Kingfisher  Chloroceryle amazona                           

111 Green Kingfisher  Chloroceryle americana                           
  

112 Blue-crowned Motmot  Momotus momota [Lesson's]                                  

113 Rufous-tailed Jacamar  Galbula ruficauda                              

114 White-whiskered Puffbird  Malacoptila panamensis                           

115 Collared Aracari  Pteroglossus torquatus                           

116 Keel-billed Toucan  Ramphastos sulfuratus                               

117 Acorn Woodpecker  Melanerpes formicivorus                            

118 Black-cheeked Woodpecker  Melanerpes pucherani                                       

119 Red-vented Woodpecker  Melanerpes pygmaeus [Yucatan]                            

120 Golden-fronted Woodpecker  Melanerpes aurifrons                       

121 Smoky-brown Woodpecker  Veniliornis fumigatus                          

122 Chestnut-coloured Woodpecker  Celeus castaneus                            
 

  

123 Lineated Woodpecker  Dryocopus lineatus                          

124 Pale-billed Woodpecker  Campephilus guatemalensis                                          

125 Tawny-winged Woodcreeper  Dendrocincla anabatina                            
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126 Olivaceous Woodcreeper  Sittasomus griseicapillus                                          

127 Wedge-billed Woodcreeper  Glyphorynchus spirurus                            

128 Northern Barred Woodcreeper  Dendrocolaptes certhia                            

129 Ivory-billed Woodcreeper  Xiphorhynchus flavigaster                              

130 Streak-headed Woodcreeper  Lepidocolaptes souleyetii                           

131 Rufous-breasted Spinetail  Synallaxis erythrothorax                            

132 Plain Xenops  Xenops minutus                                

133 Barred Antshrike  Thamnophilus doliatus                                

134 Dot-winged Antwren  Microrhopias quixensis                                

135 Dusky Antbird  Cercomacra tyrannina                            

136 Red-capped Manakin  Pipra mentalis                                

137 White-collared Manakin  Manacus candei                             

138 Common Tody-flycatcher  Todirostrum cinereum                                

139 Yellow-bellied Elaenia  Elaenia flavogaster                                

140 Olive-sided Flycatcher  Contopus borealis                            

141 Eastern Wood-pewee  Contopus virens                         

142 Tropical Pewee  Contopus cinereus                              

143 Yellow-bellied Flycatcher  Empidonax flaviventris                            

144 Acadian Flycatcher  Empidonax virescens                           

145 Least Flycatcher  Empidonax minimus                             

146 Vermilion Flycatcher  Pyrocephalus rubinus                          

147 Bright-rumped Attila  Attila spadiceus                                

148 Yucatan Flycatcher  Myiarchus yucatanensis                            

149 Dusky-capped Flycatcher  Myiarchus tuberculifer                              

150 Brown-crested Flycatcher  Myiarchus tyrannulus                                

151 Fork-tailed Flycatcher Tyrannus savana                           

152 Tropical Kingbird  Tyrannus melancholicus                      

153 Couch's Kingbird  Tyrannus couchii                              

154 Boat-billed Flycatcher  Megarynchus pitangua                               

155 Social Flycatcher  Myiozetetes similis                      

156 Piratic Flycatcher  Legatus leucophaius                                 

157 Great Kiskadee  Pitangus sulphuratus                        
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158 Thrush-like Schiffornis  Schiffornis turdinus                            

159 White-winged Becard  Pachyramphus polychopterus                            

160 Masked Tityra  Tityra semifasciata                             

161 Black-crowned Tityra  Tityra inquisitor                               

162 Tree Swallow  Tachycineta bicolor                              

163 Mangrove Swallow  Tachycineta albilinea                        

164 Northern Rough-winged Swallow  Stelgidopteryx serripennis                         

165 Ridgway's Rough-winged Swallow  Stelgidopteryx ridgwayi                                 

166 Spot-breasted Wren  Thryothorus maculipectus                                

167 House Wren  Troglodytes aedon                                

168 Grey Catbird  Dumetella carolinensis                         

169 Black Catbird  Melanoptila glabrirostris                            

170 Tropical Mockingbird  Mimus gilvus                           

171 Swainson's Thrush  Catharus ustulatus                               

172 Clay-coloured Thrush  Turdus grayi                           

173 Blue-grey Gnatcatcher  Polioptila caerulea                               

174 Yucatan Jay  Cyanocorax yucatanicus                               

175 Green Jay  Cyanocorax luxuosus                            

176 Brown Jay  Psilorhinus morio                       

177 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus                            

178 White-eyed Vireo  Vireo griseus                                

179 Mangrove Vireo  Vireo pallens                                

180 Yellow-throated Vireo  Vireo flavifrons                           

181 Red-eyed Vireo  Vireo olivaceus                           

182 Lesser Greenlet  Hylophilus decurtatus                               

183 Tennessee Warbler Leiothlypis peregrina                            

184 Northern Parula  Parula americana                             

185 Yellow Warbler  Dendroica petechia aestiva                     

186 Chestnut-sided Warbler  Dendroica pensylvanica                                

187 Magnolia Warbler  Dendroica magnolia                       

188 Black-throated Green Warbler  Dendroica virens                            

189 Yellow-throated Warbler  Dendroica dominica                         
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190 American Redstart  Setophaga ruticilla                           

191 Prothonotary Warbler  Protonotaria citrea                 

192 Ovenbird  Seiurus aurocapillus                               

193 Northern Waterthrush  Seiurus noveboracensis                               

194 Louisiana Waterthrush  Seiurus motacilla                               

195 Kentucky Warbler  Oporornis formosus                                

196 Common Yellowthroat  Geothlypis trichas                              

197 Grey-crowned Yellowthroat  Geothlypis poliocephala                                       

198 Hooded Warbler  Wilsonia citrina                      

199 Wilson's Warbler  Wilsonia pusilla                            

200 Yellow-breasted Chat  Icteria virens                                

201 Bananaquit  Coereba flaveola                                

202 Grey-headed Tanager  Eucometis penicillata                           

203 Red-throated Ant-tanager  Habia fuscicauda                            

204 Flame-coloured Tanager  Piranga bidentata                            

205 Summer Tanager  Piranga rubra                       

206 Crimson-collared Tanager  Ramphocelus sanguinolentus                                  

207 Blue-grey Tanager  Thraupis episcopus                        

208 Yellow-winged Tanager  Thraupis abbas                              

209 Yellow-throated Euphonia  Euphonia hirundinacea                              

210 Olive-backed Euphonia  Euphonia gouldi                              

211 Red-legged Honeycreeper  Cyanerpes cyaneus                              

212 Savannah Sparrow  Passerculus sandwichensis                            

213 Chipping Sparrow  Spizella passerina                               

214 Botteri's Sparrow  Aimophila botterii                            

215 Olive Sparrow  Arremonops rufivirgatus                            

216 Orange-billed Sparrow  Arremon aurantiirostris                           

217 Green-backed Sparrow  Arremonops chloronotus                                

218 Blue-black Grassquit  Volatinia jacarina                             

219 White-collared Seedeater  Sporophila torqueola morelleti                     

220 Yellow-faced Grassquit  Tiaris olivacea                            

221 Rose-breasted Grosbeak  Pheucticus ludovicianus                               
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222 Northern Cardinal  Cardinalis cardinalis                                

223 Black-faced Grosbeak  Caryothraustes poliogaster                               

224 Black-headed Saltator  Saltator atriceps                             

225 Buff-throated Saltator  Saltator maximus                           

226 Indigo Bunting  Passerina cyanea                                

227 Painted Bunting Passerina ciris                            

228 Montezuma Oropendola  Gymnostinops montezuma                                

229 Yellow-billed Cacique  Amblycercus holosericeus                             

230 Yellow-backed Oriole  Icterus chrysater                              

231 Yellow-tailed Oriole  Icterus mesomelas                              

232 Baltimore Oriole  Icterus galbula                            

233 Hooded Oriole  Icterus cucullatus                             

234 Orchard Oriole  Icterus spurius                         

235 Black-cowled Oriole  Icterus prosthemelas                         

236 Red-winged Blackbird  Agelaius phoeniceus                           

237 Eastern Meadowlark  Sturnella magna                            

238 Melodious Blackbird  Dives dives                    

239 Great-tailed Grackle  Quiscalus mexicanus                     

240 Bronzed Cowbird  Molothrus aeneus                              

 Mammals                               

1 Yucatan Black Howler Monkey  Alouatta pigra    H         H H H     

2 Central American Spider Monkey  Ateles geoffroyi                   H        

3 White-nosed Coati  Nasua narica                           

4 Central American Agouti Dasyprocta punctata                         

5 West Indian Manatee  Trichechus manatus                            

6 Yucatan Squirrel  Sciurus yucatanensis                         

7 Proboscis Bat  Rhynchonycteris naso                           

8 Virginia Opossum Didelphis virginiana       D                     

9 Horseshoe Bat sp                              

10 Skunk sp                              
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 Other Taxa                               

1 Morelet's Crocodile Crocodylus moreletii                           

2 Black (Spine-tailed) Iguana Ctenosaura similis                           

3 Green Iguana Iguana iguana                      

4 Brown Basilisk Basiliscus vittatus                         

5 American Slider turtle Trachemys scripta                           

6 Brown Anole  Anolis sagrei                            

7 Marine (Cane) Toad  Rhinella marina                           

8 Loggerhead Turtle Caretta caretta                            

9 Red-eyed Tree Frog Agalychnis callidryas                            

10 Fireflies sp                            

11 Wolf Spider sp.                              

Fish (a selection seen) 

Blue Tang Needlefish Sp. Parrot Fish Butterfly Fish Trumpet Fish 

Southern Sting-ray Wrasse sp. Triggerfish Yellow Ray Filefish sp. 

 


