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Tour participants: Peter Herrera (leader) with eight Naturetrek clients 
 
Day 1          Thursday 1st February 
 
Our tour started with flights from the UK to Belize city via an overnight stop in Houston 
               
Day 2              Friday 2nd February 
 
At 1.30pm the clients arrived and we started birding right away. Birds we saw before loading the van were Turkey 
Vulture, Great-tailed Grackle and Acorn Woodpecker. As we drove off, along the airport fence we saw Fork-tailed 
Flycatcher, Great Kiskadee, Morelet’s Seedeater and more. We arrived at the Black Orchid at 1.45pm, and after 
we had checked in we had a Belizean lunch (rice and beans, stewed chicken, fried plantain and coleslaw). 
 
After lunch we went to the Community Baboon Sanctuary, arriving at 3.45pm. Our local guide was Wellington 
Russel, and touring the trails together we saw Vermilion Flycatcher, Orchard Oriole, Melodious Blackbird, Black-
crowned Tityra and more. We returned to the hotel at 5.50pm, and after dinner we did the bird list and tomorrow’s 
briefing. 
 
Day 3          Saturday 3rd February 
 
We birded around the hotel for an hour, then had breakfast (fry jacks, scrambled eggs, beans and bacon, with 
orange juice). We left the hotel at 8.30am, arriving at the dock at 9.00am. Our captains were Mike and George, and 
we went to the Belize River mouth where we got to see some West Indian Manatees, and then went out to North 
Gallows Point for snorkeling. We then had lunch (tuna sandwich and apple), and headed back to the dock, arriving 
there at 1.00pm. Next we went to Birds Eye View Lodge, making a stop at the Caribbean Shrimp Farm. Bird 
activity was very slow as all the ponds were drained, but we did get to see Blue-winged Teal, American Avocet, 
Least Sandpiper, Wilson's Plover and Lesser Yellow-headed Vulture. We arrived at the lodge at 3.30pm, and after 
we checked in we did some birding around the hotel. Some of the birds we saw were Vermilion Flycatcher, Gray-
breasted Martin, Wilson’s Snipe, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher. At 6.30pm we had dinner (beans and rice, fried fish, fried 
plantain, baked chicken, coconut pie). 
 
Day 4             Sunday 4th February 
 
At 6.00am we met in the dining room for coffee and fruit, and at 6.15am we met our guide and boat captain 
Michae, and left for the lagoon tour. The weather was very foggy and didn't clear up for about an hour into the 
trip. We saw Black-collared Hawk, Northern Jacana, Boat-billed Heron, Purple Gallinule, Ringed Kingfisher, Bare-
throated Tiger Heron and more. We returned to the lodge at 9.15am and had breakfast (fried pumpkin, scrambled 
eggs, bacon and papaya juice). At 10.30am we left for the camping ground trail. Some of the birds we saw on this 
walk were Social Flycatcher, Plain Chachalaca, Spot-breasted Wren, Wood Thrush and Yucatan Woodpecker. We 
arrived back at the lodge at noon. At 3.00pm we went to the western pine savannah where we saw Grey Fox, and 
birds including Buff-bellied Hummingbird, Yucatan and Acorn Woodpeckers, and White-fronted Parrots. Dinner 
was at 6.00pm (coconut rice stew, beans, chicken and pork), and we met in the lobby afterwards for our briefing 
and the bird list. We went looking for Common Pauraque on the access road, and a couple of the clients saw a 
Virginia Opossum. 
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Day 5            Monday 5th February 
 
At 6.00am we had breakfast and then headed out to do a trail in oak forest, where we saw (among others) Yellow-
bellied Sapsucker, Ivory-billed Woodcreeper, Rufous-browed Peppershrike, and Red-lored and White-fronted 
Parrots. On the way back to the lodge we saw Yucatan Jay. We arrived back at the hotel at 10.00am: clients were 
given some time to pack and at 11.00am we had lunch (panades, garnaches and veggie salad with orange juice). We 
left the hotel at noon, arriving at the dock at 12.45pm. We met George and Lucio, and after loading up the boat 
we started our journey up the New River to Lamanai Outpost Lodge, arriving at 2.30pm. At 3.00pm we met for 
an orientation talk by Karen, and went to do some birding around the village of Indian Church, where we saw 
Black-headed Trogon, White-crowned Parrot, Morelet’s Seedeater, Bat Falcon and others. At 5.30pm we met for 
a briefing and the bird list, and then had dinner (lasagna, baked potato and veggie salad, then upside-down 
pineapple cake. At 7.30pm we met at the dock and went out on a spotlighting cruise, on which we found Neotropic 
Cormorant, Boat-billed Heron, Common Yellowthroat, Northern Potoo, Russet-naped Wood Rail, Yucatan 
Nightjar and Agami Heron. We arrived back at the lodge at 9.00pm. 
 
Day 6           Tuesday 6th February 
 
At 6.15am we met at the dining room for a quick cup of coffee, and then did some birding around the lodge. Our 
best bird was the Keel-billed Toucan, but we also saw Lesser Greenlet, Black-throated Green Warbler and Golden-
fronted Woodpecker. At 7.00am we had a Belizean breakfast (fried jacks, johnny cake, scrambled eggs, bacon and 
red beans). At 8.00am we met at the dock and went to the site of Lamanai with George as our guide, and saw Red-
lored Parrot, Laughing Falcon, Pale-billed Woodpecker, Gartered Trogon, Red-legged Honeycreeper and White-
crowned Parrot. We had lunch at 12.30pm (meat patties, veggies, fries and hibiscus juice). At 3.00pm we met again 
at the dock and got transported to the Maya site by boat. We went on the sugar mill trail and tried to find the Tody 
Motmot at two locations, but sadly without success. We did find Chestnut-collared Woodpecker, Yellow-billed 
Cacique, Boat-billed Flycatcher, Black-headed Saltator, White-necked Puffbird, Summer Tanager and Lineated 
Woodpecker. We arrived back at the lodge at 5.30pm, and at 6.30pm met for a briefing, the bird list and then 
dinner (stuffed chicken, rice and beans, potato salad). 
 
Day 7              Wednesday 7th February 
 
At 6.00am we met for coffee and blueberry muffins, and at 6.15am we left for the pine savannah. We saw Green, 
Belted, and Ringed Kingfishers, Botteri’s and Green-backed Sparrows, Grey-crowned Yellowthroat, Fork-tailed 
and Vermilion Flycatchers, Acorn Woodpecker, Azure-crowned Hummingbird, Squirrel Cuckoo, Plain-breasted 
Ground Dove and Northern Cardinal. We returned to the lodge at 9.00am and had breakfast (spinach and eggs, 
bacon with beans, and grapefruit juice). At 10.00am we went on the rice trail: we saw Green-breasted Mango, Stub-
tailed Spadebill, Red-legged Honeycreeper, and also White-nosed Coatimundi. Emyr and Daphne took a private 
boat trip and came back very happy with great Manatee pictures and many bird sightings. Lunch was at noon 
(enchiladas, fries and grapefruit juice). At 4.00pm we went on a sunset cruise, complete with drinks! We had pina 
colada, banana colada, rum and coke, Belikin beers and sodas, with chips and dips. On this trip we saw Great Black 
Hawk, Red-winged Blackbird, Lesser Yellow-headed Vulture, Fork-tailed Flycatcher, Vermilion Flycatcher, Great 
Egret, and more. As the sun was setting we tried to call out a Ruddy Crake, with no luck. Back at the lodge at 
6.00pm we met for the day’s briefing and then dinner (shrimp, pork and chicken kebab, baked potato, coleslaw 
and tamarind juice). 
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Day 8          Thursday 8th February 
 
Breakfast was at 7.00am and at 8.00am we left by boat down the New River, ariving at the van at 9.15am we loaded 
up and left for the Belize Zoo. We reached there at 11.20am and the Zoo director (Celso Poot) and the head 
curater (Humberto) met us. Humberto gave us a special tour of the zoo, and after lunch left for Jade Jungle Lodge, 
arriving there at 3.20pm. We did a bird walk in the meadows, seeing birds such as Yellow-bellied Flycatcher, 
Crimson-collared Tanager, Northern Waterthrush, Little Tinamou and Dusky Antbird. After the walk we met at 
6.00pm for briefing and the bird list, then at 6.30pm we had dinner (Greek salad, roast cauliflower soup, chicken 
kebab and cinnamon swirl cake). The clients were very impressed with the food which was served with a smile by 
our hostess and main cook Tania and Alicia: they also liked the rooms and only had good things to say about Jade 
Jungle Lodge. 
 
Day 9               Friday 9th February 
 
At 6.00am we met for coffee and as the morning came to life and the birds started waking up we birded around 
the lodge, looking at birds like Collared Aracari, Emerald Toucanet, Black-headed and Gartered Trogons, White-
collared Manakin and Short-billed pigeon to name a few. At 7.30am we had breakfast which was a buffet (beans, 
breakfast potatoes, fruits, granola, toast, fry jacks whole wheat muffins, pancakes, eggs and salsa). After breakfast 
we hiked the River, Kingfisher, Tapir and Butterfly Trails: basically is a set of trails that start from the meadow and 
loop around the river back to the lodge. At 11.30am we returned to the lodge and had lunch (rice and beans, baked 
chicken, brown rice, fried vegetables, creamy soup, bread rolls, green beans, mashed potatoes and garden salad). 
Again, this was served in a buffet style, and the clients really liked the variety and presentation. At 3.00pm we 
birded around the meadow and returned back to the lodge 5.15pm. At 6.00pm we met for our daily meeting and 
the bird list, and then dinner (lettuce wrap, butternut squash soup, pupusas, and pannacotta for dessert). 
 
Day 10        Saturday 10th February 
 
At 6.00am we met for coffee and then birded the meadow. After a buffet breakfast at 7.30am we left for Barton 
Creek Cave. Felick, a guide from Jade, joined us to help with the canoeing in the cave. We spent a little over an 
hour there, and then left for Green Hills Butterfly Farm where we had lunch which was prepared by Jade Resort 
(rice and beans, brown rice and green peas, stewed chicken, macaroni salad). After lunch we did a tour of the 
butterfly farm and then spent some time around the hummingbird feeders at the ranch. Myself and three clients 
went around the property trails to look for wood warblers: we found Worm-eating, Magnolia, Hooded and 
Chestnut-sided Warblers. We left the butterfly ranch at 2.15pm, reaching Jade a little after 4.00pm. We met at 
6.00pm for the daily briefing and the bird list. Tonight we had lots of company for dinner, as we were joined at 
the lodge by a group of 15 Americans. We feasted on house salad, calalu soup, buda bowl and sour cheesecake for 
dessert. 
 
Day 11           Sunday 11th February 
 
Breakfast was at 6.30am, then we birded the main road that leads into Jade Lodge. We saw Red-legged 
Honeycreeper, Bright-rumped Attila, Mayan Ant-thrush, Dot-winged Antwren and Olivaceous Woodcreeper. 
Some clients turned back early, while Derick and I tried for the Northern Schiffornis, with no luck. We arrived 
back at the lodge at 10.00am and had an hour to pack. At 11.00am we had an early lunch (stewed beans, white rice, 
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rice and beans, roast cauliflower soup, macaroni salad, garden salad, stewed chicken), and then checked out and 
left for the border, arriving there at 1.30pm. By 2.00pm we had crossed into Guatemala and met our local driver, 
Julio. Twenty minutes into Guatemala, we made a bird stop at La Polvora marsh where there were many water 
birds like Tricolored, Great Blue, Green and Little Blue Herons, American Coots, Blue-winged Teals, Black-bellied 
Whistling Ducks, Roseate Spoonbills, Great, Snowy and Cattle Egrets, Pied-billed Grebe and Wood Stork. Our 
next stop was at a road side shop to pick up park tickets and use the restroom: some clients bought small gifts and 
coffee. We then proceeded to our accommodation near Tikal in good time for dinner. 
 
Day 12          Monday 12th February 
 
At 6.00am we met at reception and went birding around the parking lot and on the old airstrip. We returned to the 
hotel for a 7.00am and at 8.00am we met Willie our Guatemalan guide. After getting our pass for the ruins we took 
some forest trails to complex Q, and then moved on to Temple 4 and into the main plaza via Temple 3. The clients 
were given 25 minutes to look around the main plaza and then we took a park truck back to the hotel for lunch. 
At 2.00pm we went back into the site with Willie, starting at the Palace of the Groove where we had a good views 
of a Great Tinamou. Our afternoon tour finished at the main plaza: the clients were happy to be there at this time 
as it had very few people. We then took a forest trail back to the hotel near the site of Tikal: we saw Slaty-tailed 
Trogon, Orange-breasted Falcon, Northern Royal Flycatcher, Olive-backed Euphonia, Great Tinamou, Keel-billed 
Toucan, Collared Aracari and Ridgeway’s Rough-winged Swallow to name a few. We met at 6.00pm for the bird 
list and then dinner. 
 
Day 13         Tuesday 13th February 
 
At 6.30am we did some birding around the hotel parking lot where we saw Emerald Toucanet, Lineated 
Woodpecker, Red-capped Manakin, Keel-billed Toucan and Black-headed Saltator. We had breakfast at 7.30am 
and left for the border at 9.00am, making another stop at La Polvora marsh. We reached the border at 11.30am 
and after crossing (which was a bit slow because of a group ahead of us) we went to Benny’s Kitchen for lunch 
and drove 1 hour 15 minutes to the Blue Hole National Park. At the Park we looked around the picnic area and 
down to the famous Blue Hole cenote: only Karen took a dip in the water. We set off once more at 4.15pm and 
took an ice cream stop on the way to Pelican Beach Resort: much appreciated by all! We arrived at the resort at 
6.00pm, and met at 7.00pm for the bird list and briefing for the next day. Here it was decided that myself and two 
clients would go to Cockscomb Basin reserve, one would stay back at the resort, and the rest take a trip to the 
Island. Dinner was at 7.30pm (fish coconut rice and veggies, cassava pudding for dessert). 
 
Day 14            Wednesday 14th February 
 
At 6.00am we met for coffee. While waiting on the shoreline at the resort we saw Willet, Sanderling, Grey Plover, 
Spotted Sandpiper and Brown Pelican. We then headed to the cemetery where we saw Blue Grosbeak, Painted 
Bunting, Yellow-crowned Night Heron and Vermilion Flycatcher. At 7.30am we had breakfast and were ready to 
go off on our different adventures at 8.30am. We left for the Jaguar reserve, and on the access road we stopped at 
a colony of nesting Chestnut-mandibled Oropendolas: we also saw a pair of Yellow-bellied Tyrannulets here. At 
the preserve we hiked the river and the Rubber Trail, then went to the picnic area for lunch. There, we heard a 
mixed flock of birds nearby, and when we went to investigate we found an ant swarm being followed by Tawny-
winged and Northern Barred Woodcreepers, Grey-headed Tanager, Hooded and Kentucky Warblers. We then 
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started to call a Northern Schiffornis, which sadly only one client got to see. We then hiked part of the long trail 
up to a regular nesting site of the Boat-billed Heron: only an American Pygmy Kingfisher was there, alas. We left 
the preserve at 4.00pm on our way to the hotel we diverted to look for the local rarity of House Sparrow: we found 
them near the fire station in Dangriga town. At 6.30pm we met for our final briefing and bird list. 
 
Day 15        Thursday 15th February 
 
At 6.00am we met for coffee and them we went to the cemetery to look for Painted Bunting and Blue Grosbeak: 
we saw both and more! Karen brought back a picture of a Whimbrel she had taken along the coast in front of the 
cemetery. At 8.00am we had breakfast and left the hotel shortly afterwards, looking out for Jabiru Stork, especially 
at the request of one client: we saw one (rather far away) in an open field by the coast road. We arrived at the 
airport at 11.00am, and after unloading, we all said our goodbyes. 
 
Day 16             Friday 16th February 
 
We arrived back in the UK mid morning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Receive our e-newsletter 
Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 
tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 
 
Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 
tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  
 

 

 
 
 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/


Belize & Tikal Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek March 24 1 
 

Species lists 

Birds (H = Heard only) 
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