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Tour leaders:  Nick Acheson 

   Leo Catari (driver) 

 

Tour participants: Chris Newbold  

   Nigel Peace 

 

Shakespearean comedy is what leaps to my mind when I think back on this tour (oh dear, line one and he’s 

already off into Shakespeare): things started well but (on account of the machinations of the baddy in the plot, 

brilliantly played in this case by El Niño) they went distinctly pear-shaped in the middle when we retreated to the 

forest (‘If it should come to pass that any man turn ass…’); yet still we managed to emerge triumphant, joyful and 

unscathed, thanks to a superb cast of Bolivian birds, Leo’s consummate skill as our driver, and not a few strokes 

of outrageous good fortune. But for the gnateaters, macaws, fire-eyes, parrotlets, wagtail-tyrants and antthrushes, 

it all bore a distinct resemblance to a very damp production of ‘As You Like It’. 

 

Thank you both for your excellent company, countless contributions to the birding, constant good humour and 

moments of minor heroism in the face of tribulation and near disaster.  

 

Here are a few of my favourite memories: 

 

The sights: Nigel’s first Red-legged Seriemas strutting their stuff through the Viru Viru savannah as Rufous-

rumped Seedeaters sang from nearby treetops; Red-fronted Macaws, tricky at first but finally delighting us in 

their full technicolour beauty against the cliffs of Saipina; nearby, unsurpassable views of endemic Cliff Parakeets 

decking the trees around us over lunch; sustained and wonderful looks at charming Planalto Hermits at 

understorey flowers in Los Volcanes; encounters with obliging Spot-backed Puffbirds and, in the same habitat, 

White-fronted Woodpeckers signalling to passing planes from the tops of columnar cacti; ethereal Scissor-tailed 

Nightjars planing through the dusk over our heads at Tambo; Streak-fronted Thornbirds building a nest over the 

road at the same site; a double-whammy of beautiful Fruiteaters (Barred and Band-tailed) at Siberia; skies in 

Santa Cruz full of elegant Fork-tailed Flycatchers; and delightful Blue-browed Tanagers, seen from above in a 

flock with a Yellow-green Vireo, along the entrance road in Los Volcanes.  

 

The sounds: the chipping of elusive Greater Thornbirds from totaí palms and the plaintive songs of Red-

winged Tinamous from the grasses, in the heat of our first afternoon at Viru Viru; the wonderfully humourous 

songs of Short-tailed Antthrushes emerging from the forests of Los Volcanes; the delightful rolling calls of 

Green Ibis on our walk to the Piraí; the laughter of Campo Flickers accompanied by the chirps and trills of 

White Woodpeckers; the loud, syncopated rhythms of Thrush-like Wrens; and the classic Santa Cruz sound of 

piping Chopi Blackbirds.  

 

The strokes of luck: our ultra-jammy, saved-by-the-bell encounter with the Bolivian Earthcreeper; the break in 

the rains at the Jardín Botánico which allowed us to find several lifers for each of you; close up and personal 

views, on no fewer than three occasions, of normally elusive White-bellied Nothuras; our walk by the river at Los 

Volcanes – a chance to make friends with White-backed Fire-eye, Short-tailed Antthrush, Slaty Gnateater, Blue-

crowned Motmot and a highly toxic caterpillar; the momentary breaks in the mudslides allowing us to make it 

safely to Cochabamba on time; and (in hindsight) the serendipitous change of plan which meant we spent much 

more than our allotted time in the beautiful cloudforests of Siberia. 
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Many thanks are due to Clemente, Aníbar and Benita who took great care of us in Los Volcanes, to the people of 

Monteblanco, and to our tireless driver Leo.  

Day 1  Monday 12 February 

This afternoon the savannahs of Viru Viru once again came up trumps with its two star birds – Greater Rhea 

and Red-legged Seriema. Other wonderful species seen here included White-bellied Nothura, Whistling Heron, 

Long-winged Harrier, Blue-winged Parrotlet, Guira Cuckoo, Burrowing Owl, Chotoy Spinetail, Fork-tailed 

Flycatcher, White-browed Blackbird, Rufous-rumped Seedeater and Wedge-tailed Grassfinch.  

Day 2  Tuesday 13 February 

Our attempt to visit Parque Regional Lomas de Arena this morning was foiled by massive rains and consequently 

impassable roads. So we opted for firmer ground and visited the riverine forests on either side of the Piraí river, 

an area known as the Urubó. Here we encountered many charismatic birds including Green Ibis, Speckled 

Chachalaca, Green-cheeked Parakeet, Chestnut-eared Aracari, Great Antshrike, Pearly-vented Tody-Tyrant, 

Black-backed Water-Tyrant, Sulphur-bellied Flycatcher, Purple-throated Euphonia, Velvet-fronted Grackle and 

Yellow-browed Sparrow. In the afternoon, unable to make it to Los Volcanes on account of mudslides, we 

visited Valle Sánchez, an area of savannah and light forest over the road from Viru Viru. Among many other 

species, we had great looks at Campo Flicker, White Woodpecker, Barred Antshrike and both Lined and White-

bellied (Bicoloured) Seedeaters. 

Day 3  Wednesday 14 February 

A considerable amount of stiff upper lip was shown today. We should have been in Los Volcanes and were still 

unsure whether we would ever make it there. However, this didn’t stop us braving biblical hordes of mosquitos, 

standing in intermittent downpours, and wading through the flooded forest at the Jardín Botánico. This is a 

fickle site but today the ornithological lares and penates were with us and we saw numerous good birds including 

Grey-necked Woodrail, Blue-crowned Trogon, Black-fronted Nunbird, Olivaceous, Buff-throated and Narrow-

billed Woodcreepers, Bolivian Slaty Antshrike, Yellow-Olive Flycatcher, Rufous Casiornis, Greenish Elaenia, 

Black-tailed Tityra and Fawn-breasted Wren. 

 

In the afternoon, we (somewhat heroically I fancy) finally made it into Los Volcanes where we were greeted, 

among many others, by Andean Condor, Black-chested Buzzard-Eagle, Bat Falcon, Mitred Parakeet, Red-billed 

Parrot, White-bellied Hummingbird, Red-necked Woodpecker, Buff-fronted Foliage-Gleaner, Western Wood-

Pewee, Sepia- and Slaty-capped Flycatchers, Swainson’s Thrush, Plush-crested Jay and Thick-billed Euphonia 

Day 4  Thursday 15 February 

A day late, but undaunted, today we enjoyed a full day in Los Volcanes. And what a day. In addition to more 

encounters with many birds seen yesterday afternoon, today’s gems included Great-billed and Planalto Hermits, 

Olivaceous and Ocellated Woodcreepers, Ochre-cheeked Spinetail, Streaked Xenops, Grey-throated Leaftosser, 

Black-capped Antwren, White-backed Fire-eye, Short-tailed Antthrush, Slaty Gnateater, Marble-faced Bristle-
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Tyrant, McConnell’s Flycatcher, Yellow-green Vireo, Slate-throated Whitestart, Two-banded Warbler, Southern 

Yellowthroat and Dusky-Green Oropendola. In combination with good food and excellent accommodation 

these delightful birds more than made up for the logistical difficulties we had been experiencing on account of 

the rains. 

Day 5  Friday 16 February 

With heavy hearts this morning we left the spectacular scenery of Los Volcanes (having caught up on our early 

walk with Plain Antvireo, Sclater’s Tyrannulet, a glimpse of a Black-goggled Tanager and a spectacularly obliging 

Slaty Gnateater). However a mudslide-clearing stop on the road (‘… second nature to us now, like breathing out 

and breathing in’) allowed us great looks at White-tipped Swift. Over lunch in Samaipata we had our first 

meetings with Blue-crowned Parakeet, Glittering-bellied Emerald, Yellow-browed Tyrant, Blue-and-White 

Swallow, Rufous-bellied Thrush and Blue-and-Yellow Tanager, in addition to our last meeting with Andean 

Condor.  

 

In the afternoon we made stops by the roadside and at the quebradas of Tambo (much changed by rains since I 

was last there) and enjoyed seeing many beautiful species from the valles avifauna including Scissor-tailed 

Nightjar, White-fronted Woodpecker, White-tipped Plantcutter, Red-eyed (Chivi) Vireo, Hepatic Tanager, 

Brown-crested Whitestart, Baywing, Black-backed and Ultramarine Grosbeaks, Golden-billed Saltator, Ringed 

and Black-capped Warbling-Finches, and Grey-crested and Red Pileated Finches. We also enjoyed the first of 

our ‘confusing grey flycatchers’ workshops, notching up Small-billed Elaenia, Mouse-coloured Tyrannulet and 

Southern Scrub Flycatcher (all closely compared to the Southern Beardless Tyrannulet we had seen over lunch). 

Positively bright and charismatic by comparison were Bran-colured Flycatcher and Greater Wagtail Tyrant. 

Day 6  Saturday 17 February 

Endemic Parrot Day (well, two out of three) saw us heading before dawn for San Rafael and Saipina. After a 

long wait with our hearts in our throats, and a few distant heard or glimpsed birds, we were rewarded with 

superb and sustained looks at the spectacular endemic Red-fronted Macaw. For comparison we also watched 

Blue-crowned, Mitred and Yellow-chevroned Parakeets though we only saw very distant Turquoise-fronted 

Parrots (a species we had also seen rather inadequately in Los Volcanes). We then continued to the Saipina cliff 

face where Cliff Parakeets nest and, after much searching, found our second endemic parrot of the day, in 

addition to a handful of Bolivian Blackbirds. As we drove back towards San Rafael we discovered that a very 

significant proportion of the world population of this lovely little parrot was disporting itself in trees right by the 

roadside. Over lunch, we watched them performing just about every move that’s known in parrot biology and 

Chris was able to take some great photos. This morning we also saw Least Grebe, Neotropic Cormorant, Solitary 

Sandpiper, a thoroughly obliging Spot-backed Puffbird, Stripe-crowned Spinetail, Cliff Flycatcher, Masked 

Gnatcatcher, Southern Rough-winged, Tawny-headed and Cliff Swallows, Black-and-Chestnut Warbling-Finch, 

Great Pampa-Finch and Dull-coloured Grassquit (nest-building no less).  

 

This evening’s two visits to the quebradas at Tambo allowed us to catch up with Sooty-fronted Spinetail (in a 

flock of just about every species in the valles region, mobbing something though we never discovered what), 

Streak-fronted Thornbird (nest-building, not to be outdone by the grassquits) and, by the skin of our jammy 

teeth (hmm, mixed metaphor anyone?) Bolivian Earthcreeper (also building a nest – there’s a lot of it going on).  
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Day 7  Sunday 18 February 

Today we should have been heading back to Santa Cruz but a cunning change of plan in response to the ravages 

of El Niño witnessed us striking out for the cloudforests of Siberia in the wee small hours intent on reaching 

Cochabamba by road before nightfall. Mudslides stopped play on that front and there was a nasty moment in the 

middle of the day when, sandwiched between two mudslides (‘mudslides to the right of them, mudslides to the 

left of them’), it looked as though we would be spending the night on the road and casting lots for whom to eat. 

We eventually reached Cochabamba in the late evening. All this excitement did, however, allow us to see some 

fantastic birds in Siberia including Broad-winged Hawk, Andean Guan, Montane and Strong-billed 

Woodcreepers, Pearled Treerunner, Variable Antshrike, Tawny-rumped, White-throated and Buff-banded 

Tyrannulets, Rufous-breasted Chat-Tyrant, Andean Tyrant, Band-tailed and Barred Fruiteaters, Red-crested 

Cotinga, Mountain Wren, Blue-backed Conebill, Pale-legged Warbler, Rufous-naped and Stripe-headed Brush-

Finches, and Rufous-sided Warbling-Finch.  

Day 8  Monday 19 February 

This morning, before the arrival of the highlands tour clients, we rather craftily snuck in a quick trip to the lower 

slopes of the Cerro Tunari. These birds are included in the list for the highlands tour since this is normally a 

highlands tour site. But since we technically saw them on the lowlands tour (I think) I’ll mention a few 

favourites: Blue-tailed Emerald, Red-tailed Comet, Red-crested Cotinga, White-winged Black-Tyrant, Andean 

Swallow, Rusty Flowerpiercer, Brown-capped Whitestart, Bolivian Blackbird, Band-tailed Seedeater, and both 

Bolivian and Rufous-sided Warbling-Finches.  

 
 



Bolivia - Lowlands Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek     May 07 5 
 

Systematic list 

 

Species named in bold letters were seen by the leader and at least one tour participant. Species marked [ ] were 

either heard only or, in a very few cases, seen by only one person. 

 

Taxonomy and nomenclature are almost exclusively derived from Hennessey, A. B., Herzog, S. K. & Sagot, 

F. 2003. Lista Anotada de las Aves de Bolivia. Quinta edición. Asociación Armonía/BirdLife 

International, Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Bolivia. However, in the case of common names, British spellings are 

used here where American spellings are used in that publication. 

 

Birds 

Rheidae: Rheas 
 
Greater Rhea, Rhea americana: seen well just outside the terminal at Viru Viru airport on the first afternoon. 
Known as piyo in Bolivia. 
 
Tinamidae: Tinamous 
 
[Grey Tinamou, Tinamus tao: we distantly heard the soulful song of this species on our first day in Los Volcanes. 
Known as macuca in Bolivia.] 
 
[Brown Tinamou, Crypturellus obsoletus: heard at Los Volcanes and at Siberia.] 
 
[Small-billed Tinamou, Crypturellus parvirostris: we heard this species’ chiming songs in rough grasslands on all 
three days around Santa Cruz.] 
 
[Red-winged Tinamou, Rhynchotus rufescens: we heard the plaintive four-note song of this large savannah species at 
Viru Viru and Valle Sánchez.] 
 
White-bellied Nothura, Nothura boraquira: amazingly we saw this skulker on all three days we spent around 
Santa Cruz – a pair on both evening visits to Viru Viru and a pair along a grassy ride in the entrance to the Jardín 
Botánico. Known as chepi in Bolivia. 
 
Cracidae: Guans & Curassows 
 
Speckled Chachalaca, Ortalis guttata: seen through the drizzle in the riverine forest of the Urubó on our full 
day in Santa Cruz. 
 
 Andean Guan, Penelope montagnii: seen well by the roadside in Siberia on our last full day.  
 
Anatidae: Waterfowl 
 
White-faced Whistling-Duck, Dendrocygna viduata: we saw this handsome bird flying over the savannah on 
our second evening visit to Viru Viru. 
 
Red-billed Whistling-Duck, Dendrocygna autumnalis: also a lovely bird; seen flying over riverine forest by 
the Piraí. 
 
Brazilian Teal, Amazonetta brasiliensis: seen in wet grassland on the first day at Viru Viru. 
 
Podicipedidae: Grebes 
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Least Grebe, Tachybaptus dominicus: a handful on the small reservoir on the road back from San Rafael. In 
the dry season this species is much more readily found at this site. 
 
[Pied-billed Grebe, Podilymbus podiceps: glimpsed by Nick on our first afternoon at Viru Viru.] 
 
Phalacrocoracidae: Cormorants 
 
Neotropic Cormorant, Phalacrocorax brasilianus: seen in the valles region both at San Rafael and on the 
Least Grebe reservoir. Aka Olivaceous Cormorant, Phalacrocorax olivaceus. 
 
Ardeidae: Herons & Egrets 
 
Rufescent Tiger-Heron, Tigrisoma lineatum: this glorious beast was seen on two days around Santa Cruz.  
 
Black-crowned Night-Heron, Nycticorax nycticorax: this is a very reliable bird, exactly where we saw it, at 
the pond in the Jardín Botánico in Santa Cruz. 
 
Striated Heron, Butorides striatus: seen on our full day in Santa Cruz. 
 
[No Cattle Egrets at all. What’s that all about?] 
 
Great Egret, Ardea alba: seen in Santa Cruz and later at San Rafael. Aka Casmerodius albus and Great White 
Egret. Some authorities now split Old World and New World birds.  
 
Whistling Heron, Syrigma sibilatrix: we saw this pretty grassland species on the first day at Viru Viru. 
 
Threskiornithidae: Ibises & Spoonbills 
 
Green Ibis, Mesembrinibis cayennensis: we were alerted to a flying individual of this shy species at the Urubó 
by its lovely rolling call. 
 
Ciconiidae: Storks 
 
Wood Stork, Mycteria americana: bizarrely enough we saw one feeding in the torrential floodwaters of the 
Piraí on our first morning. 
 
Cathartidae: New World Vultures 
 
Turkey Vulture, Cathartes aura: common as ever. We saw Turkey Vultures on every day of the tour except the 
day we drove through Siberia to Cochabamba. 
 
Black Vulture, Coragyps atratus: seen slightly less often than the previous species but nonetheless very 
common. Known as sucha in Bolivia. 
 
Andean Condor, Vultur gryphus: seen in Los Volcanes only once, as we arrived. We later saw two high over 
our lunch stop in Samaipata. Known as mallku in highland Bolivia. 
 
Accipitridae: Hawks & Eagles 
 
White-tailed Kite, Elanus leucurus: we watched a pair of this oh-so-graceful bird at Viru Viru on the first 
evening. 
 
Snail Kite, Rostrhamus sociabilis: we witnessed a small passage of Snail Kites over Santa Cruz on the first and 
second days. The blunt, dangly (‘lapwingy’) wings of this bird are very distinctive. 
 
Long-winged Harrier, Circus buffoni: we saw numerous individuals of this dramatically lovely bird, in diverse 
plumages, on both evenings at Viru Viru. 
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Black-chested Buzzard-Eagle, Geranoaetus melanoleucus: this magnificent, absurdly short-tailed, bird was 
seen over the clearing every day in Los Volcanes. I still can’t say its name correctly. 
 
Broad-winged Hawk, Buteo platypterus: good looks at an adult of this boreal migrant at Siberia. 
 
Roadside Hawk, Buteo magnirostris: seen many times during the week. Despite their being so common, I 
love these grumpy-faced birds and their grotty teenager vocalisations. 
 
White-tailed Hawk, Buteo albicaudatus: we saw unusual numbers of this impressive hawk on both days at 
Viru Viru. Some may well have been migrants. 
 
Falconidae: Falcons & Caracaras 
 
Southern (Crested) Caracara, Caracara plancus: seen around Santa Cruz and again in the valles region. Aka 
Polyborus plancus. Known as carcaña in lowland Bolivia. 
 
Yellow-headed Caracara, Milvago chimachima: seen on two days around Santa Cruz. Known as tuichi in 
lowland Bolivia. 
 
Bat Falcon, Falco rufigularis: on our first evening in Los Volcanes we saw a very high-flying individual of this 
plucky species.  
 
American Kestrel, Falco sparverius: seen on three days, principally around Santa Cruz. Such a pretty bird. 
 
Aramidae: Limpkin 
 
Limpkin, Aramus guarauna: heard on our full day around Santa Cruz and seen extremely well at the pond in 
the Jardín Botánico. Known as carao in Bolivia. 
 
Rallidae: Rails & Crakes 
 
Grey-necked Wood-Rail, Aramides cajanea: this great bird with a great song was seen along a forest track in 
the Jardín Botánico. Known as taracoé in Bolivia. 
 
[Rufous-sided Crake, Laterallus melanophaius: unfortunately we were only able to hear the loud trills of this 
diminutively pretty bird by the pond at the Jardín Botánico.] 
 
Common Moorhen, Gallinula chloropus: seen on the Jardín Botánico pond and on the Least Grebe pond on 
the road to Saipina. 
 
American Purple Gallinule, Porphyrio martinica: one or two individuals of this gorgeous species on the 
pond at the Jardín Botánico. Aka Porphyrula martinica. 
 
Eurypygidae: Sunbittern 
 
Sunbittern, Eurypyga helias: unfortunately we only had the briefest views of this lovely bird as one flew up 
from the entrance road, near a stream, in Los Volcanes. 
 
Cariamidae: Seriemas 
 
Red-legged Seriema, Cariama cristata: our first views of this bird in the savannah at Viru Viru were 
tantalisingly brief. However, we later saw a pair in a tree right by the main road to Buena Vista – Chris was able 
to take stunning photos and Nigel was able to say with hand on heart that he had ticked this wonderful species. 
Known as socori in Bolivia. 
 
Jacanidae: Jacanas 
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Wattled Jacana, Jacana jacana: seen on all three days we spent around Santa Cruz. 
 
Charadriidae: Plovers 
 
Southern Lapwing, Vanellus chilensis: this attractive and noisy bird was seen very well on both days at Viru 
Viru. Known as leque leque in Bolivia. 
 
Scolopacidae: Sandpipers 
 
 Solitary Sandpiper, Tringa solitaria: we saw one or two Solitary Sandpipers, taking a winter break 
from the boreal bogs of North America, at San Rafael as we searched for the Red-fronted Macaw. 
 
Columbidae: Pigeons & Doves  
 
Picazuro Pigeon, Columba picazuro: this, the carthorse of Bolivia’s lowland pigeons (matched in 
carthorseyness by Spot-winged in the highlands), was seen at Viru Viru on the first day. 
 
Pale-vented Pigeon, Columba cayannensis: seen only on our full day around Santa Cruz. Much finer and 
neater than Picazuro. 
 
Plumbeous Pigeon, Columba plumbea: seen in Los Volcanes. 
 
Eared Dove, Zenaida auriculata: seen first at Viru Viru and then commonly around all the valles sites. Known 
as totaki in lowland Bolivia. 
 
Ruddy Ground-Dove, Columbina talpacoti: we saw this lovely species on the first two days around Santa 
Cruz. Known in Bolivia as chai morada. 
 
Picui Ground-Dove, Columbina picui: common in the valles sites. Known in Bolivia as chaicita. 
 
White-tipped Dove, Leptotila verreauxi: heard in the Jardín Botánico and abundant as ever in the dry valles 
vegetation around Comarapa and Saipina. 
 
Large-tailed Dove, Leptotila megalura: heard on the first and last days in Los Volcanes and seen briefly there, 
as we looked down into the river canyon, on the middle day. Very similar to the last species but browner and 
with a distinctive five-note song. 
 
Psittacidae: Parrots 
 
Red-fronted Macaw, Ara rubrogenys: This wondrously beautiful bird is always a great crowd-pleaser but it 
took us a long time to get the views we wanted. Having waited some time for acceptably good looks at San 
Rafael we finally had exquisite views of this endangered Bolivian endemic over the Cliff Parakeet site at 
Saipina. 
 
Chestnut-fronted Macaw. Ara severa: seen very briefly as we drove into Viru Viru on our second evening in 
Santa Cruz. 
 
Blue-crowned Parakeet, Aratinga acuticauda: this very pretty bird was first seen as we arrived for lunch in 
Samaipata and was later seen many times in the valles. Aka Aratinga acuticaudata. 
 
Mitred Parakeet, Arating mitrata: seen in great numbers on four days of the tour. 
 
White-eyed Parakeet, Aratinga leucophthalmus: this bird has (along with the Red-fronted Macaw) some of 
the most attractive armpits (technically wingpits) in South America. We saw it on all three days around Santa 
Cruz. 
 



Bolivia - Lowlands Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek     May 07 9 
 

Dusky-headed Parakeet, Aratinga weddellii: seen well in the Urubó and heard distantly over the Jardín 
Botánico. 
  
Green-cheeked Parakeet, Pyrrhura molinae: this glorious little parrot was seen superbly in the Urubó, then 
heard repeatedly at the Jardín Botánico and Los Volcanes. 
 
Cliff Parakeet, Myiopsitta luchsi: we stalked this subtly lovely Bolivian endemic to its lair in Saipina. And on 
the way back we had close views of numerous individuals right by the roadside. Though physically quite similar 
to Monk Parakeets, Myiopsitta monachus, Cliff Parakeets differ subtly in their vocalisations and have a totally 
separate distribution. Perhaps the most striking difference is in their breeding behaviour. Monks build huge 
communal stick nests while Cliffs nest in, well, cliffs. 
  
Blue-winged Parrotlet, Forpus xanthopterygius: this has to be one of the best parrots on earth. We saw them 
on all days around Santa Cruz. Aka Forpus crassirostris. 
 
Yellow-chevroned Parakeet, Brotogeris chiriri: another lovely little parrot. We saw them several times around 
Santa Cruz and at San Rafael. 
 
Red-billed Parrot, Pionus sordidus: seen superbly, perched and in flight, in Los Volcanes. Variously described 
as ‘weird’ and ‘looking nothing like the plates in the books’. 
 
Scaly-headed Parrot, Pionus maximiliani: unfortunately we only caught a flypast of this attractive bird as we 
emerged from the mosquito-ridden forests of the Jardín Botánico. 
 
Turquoise-fronted Parrot, Amazona aestiva: we never got the desired eyeful of this very beautiful bird. The 
pairs we saw in Los Volcanes were very high up and could only be identified by voice and flight style. And in San 
Rafael we also saw extremely distant birds. Aka Blue-fronted Parrot. 
 
Scaly-naped Parrot, Amazona mercenaria: seen distantly through rising (and falling) mist and rain at Siberia. 
 
Cuculidae: Cuckoos 
 
Squirrel Cuckoo, Piaya cayana: seen at several sites, including an obligingly perched bird in Los Volcanes 
which Chris photographed beautifully. Known as cocinero or vaquero in most of lowland Bolivia, and as kaywiña in 
the valles region. (And one just called in the garden as I wrote this!) 
 
Greater Ani, Crotophaga major: this handsome velvet-blue species was seen by the Piraí river and in the Jardín 
Botánico. 
 
Smooth-billed Ani, Crotophaga ani: not exactly handsome but very charismatic and common at the lowland 
sites we visited. Known as maúri in Bolivia. 
 
Guira Cuckoo, Guira guira: also common and also extremely charismatic. Known as serere in Bolivia. 
 
[Striped Cuckoo, Tapera naevia: we were surprised to hear the distinctive song of this retiring bird at San Rafael. 
Known as beatriz in eastern Bolivia.] 
 
Strigidae: Typical Owls 
 
Burrowing Owl, Athene cunicularia: seen beautifully on both afternoons at Viru Viru. Known as chiñi in 
lowland Bolivia. 
 
Caprimulgidae: Nightjars 
 
Scissor-tailed Nightjar, Hydropsalis torquata: we saw males and females of this delightfully elegant bird in 
the gloaming of our first evening visit to the quebradas at Tambo. Aka Hydropsalis brasiliana. 
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Apodidae: Swifts 
 
White-collared Swift, Streptoprocne zonaris: these wonderfully large swifts were heard in Los Volcanes and 
seen on two days in the valles region. 
 
Short-tailed Swift, Chaetura brachyura: common around Santa Cruz. 
 
White-tipped Swift, Aeronautes montivagus: heard on the day we reached Los Volcanes and seen very well 
on the day we left.  
 
Trochilidae: Hummingirds 
 
Planalto Hermit, Phaethornis pretrei: what a stunner! We several times had great looks at this charismatic 
hermit in Los Volcanes and over lunch in Samaipata. 
 
Great-billed Hermit, Phaethornis malaris: for some reason this is always a much harder bird to see well than 
Planalto. Although the two species’ flight calls are readily distinguishable, Great-billed never seems to stay still 
for long enough to allow a good view. We did however see it on one day in Los Volcanes and hear it again the 
next. Formerly considered conspecific with Long-tailed Hermit, Phaethornis superciliosus. 
 
Glittering-bellied Emerald, Chlorostilbon aureoventris: numerous males, but no females, of lovely 
hummingbird were seen in Samaipata and in the valles region. 
 
Fork-tailed Woodnymph, Thalurania furcata: a male and a female were separately seen in Los Volcanes. 
 
White-bellied Hummingbird, Amazilia chionogaster: we first saw an obliging individual of this common 
species over the stream by the dining room at Los Volcanes. Later we saw many more in the valles region, 
especially around Tambo. 
 
[Red-tailed Comet, Sappho sparganura: only Nick caught a glimpse of one over the road, on the day we drove to 
Cochabamba.] 
 
Trogonidae: Trogons And Quetzals 
 
Blue-crowned Trogon, Trogon curucui: seen at the Jardín Botánico. We heard this species again (and Nick 
saw them during siesta time) on two days in Los Volcanes. 
 
Momotidae: Motmots 
 
Blue-crowned Motmot, Momotus momota: heard at the Jardín Botánico. We then saw a pair extremely well 
on the riverside trail at Los Volcanes, well enough, indeed for Chris to take excellent photos. Known as burgo in 
lowland Bolivia. 
 
Bucconidae: Puffbirds 
 
Spot-backed Puffbird, Nystalus maculatus: this bird was hard to come by early in the tour before finally 
giving itself up spectacularly. First we heard one at the Jardín Botánico, then we glimpsed one just before going 
into Los Volcanes. Finally in the San Rafael area we had superb looks at a perched individual.  
 
Black-fronted Nunbird, Monasa nigrifrons: seen well at the Jardín Botánico. A very handsome creature with 
a thoroughly dippy song. 
 
Ramphastidae: Toucans 
 
Chestnut-eared Aracari, Pteroglossus castanotis: seen very nicely on the morning we spent in the Urubó, 
then heard giving its bizarre call on our last morning in Los Volcanes. 
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Picidae: Woodpeckers 
 
[White-wedged Piculet, Picumnus albosquamatus: heard only at the Jardín Botánico.] 
 
Yellow-tufted Woodpecker, Melanerpes cruentatus: this very attractive bird was seen commonly around 
Santa Cruz. 
 
White Woodpecker, Melanerpes candidus: I have never seen so many of these birds in Santa Cruz as we did 
on the days here. Very handsome. 
 
White-fronted Woodpecker, Melanerpes cactorum: common, and entertaining, in the dry valles vegetation 
near Comarapa. We particularly liked its wing-lifting display from the top of a cactus. 
 
[Green-barred Flicker, Colaptes melanochloros: heard only, at San Rafael.] 
 
Campo Flicker, Colaptes campestris: this wonderful species performed well for us near Santa Cruz on the 
second day. 
 
Red-necked Woodpecker, Campephilus rubricollis: a pair seen fairly well at Los Volcanes. A very striking 
bird. 
 
Dendrocolaptidae: Woodcreepers 
 
Olivaceous Woodcreeper, Sittasomus griseicapillus: seen and heard at the Jardín Botánico and Los 
Volcanes. 
 
Strong-billed Woodcreeper, Xiphocolaptes promeropirhynchus: this magnificent creature, with a 
magnificent scientific name, was seen very well at Siberia. 
 
[Straight-billed Woodcreeper, Xiphorhynchus picus: heard only, on our full day near Santa Cruz.] 
 
Ocellated Woodcreeper, Xiphorhynchus ocellatus: seen very well on two days in Los Volcanes. Our first 
individual was seen from the jeep as we drove in, causing Clemente to screech to a halt for us to admire it. 
 
Buff-throated Woodcreeper, Xiphorhynchus guttatus: seen repeatedly and very well at the Jardín Botánico. 
One of the birds seen had a red colour ring on its right leg, indicating that it was ringed here in 1996! 
 
Narrow-billed Woodcreeper, Lepidocolaptes angustirostris: this lovely woodcreeper was very obliging. We 
saw it well at the Jardín Botánico, and again several times on columnar cacti at Tambo. 
 
Montane Woodcreeper, Lepidocolaptes lacrymiger: this daintily beautiful woodcreeper was seen very well at 
Siberia, dwarfed by the Strong-billed which was in the same flock. 
 
Furnariidae: Ovenbirds 
 
Bolivian Earthcreeper, Upucerthia harterti: seeing this Bolivian endemic was one of the highlights of the 
whole trip. On our first evening in Tambo we failed either to see or hear them. On the second evening we 
searched hard but eventually gave in to the onset of rain. However, when the rain lessened, shortly before dark, 
we headed out to the field again and as soon as we stepped out of the vehicle we heard the species’ distinctive 
call. We promptly found a pair of these lovely birds, one of them taking a feather into its nest hole. The stuff of 
legends. 
 
Rufous Hornero, Furnarius rufus: this is one of the characteristic birds of the department of Santa Cruz and 
we saw them very often during the tour. Known as tiluchi in Bolivia. 
 
Chotoy Spinetail, Schoeniophylax phryganophila: seen wonderfully and with great ease on our first 
afternoon at Viru Viru. A very striking bird that looks more like a canastero than a spinetail.  
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Sooty-fronted Spinetail, Synallaxis frontalis: heard a million times in the valles region, but impossible to see. 
Finally we saw one in a mobbing-flock on the second evening at Tambo. 
 
Azara’s Spinetail, Synallaxis azarae: seen at Siberia in roadside scrub before reaching the cloudforest. What 
were formerly three species along the chain of the Andes (Elegant, Azara’s and Buff-browed) are currently being 
regarded as just one. The bird we saw was what was formerly considered Buff-browed Spinetail, Synallaxis 
superciliosa. The songs of all three forms are all but indistinguishable by ear. 
 
Ochre-cheeked Spinetail, Synallaxis scutata: heard several times in Los Volcanes and seen there briefly. Aka 
Poecilurus scutatus. 
 
Stripe-crowned Spinetail, Cranioleuca pyrrhrophia: this lovely bird was heard singing and subsequently seen 
by the roadside on the drive back from San Rafael.  
 
Common Thornbird, Phacellodomus rufifrons: seen on the morning we spent in the Urubó and heard the 
following morning at the Jardín Botánico. Aka Plain Thornbird and Rufous-fronted Thornbird. 
 
Streak-fronted Thornbird, Phacellodomus striaticeps: having glimpsed one at the Least Grebe pond on the 
way back from San Rafael, we had great looks at a pair building a nest on our second evening at Tambo. Their 
chiming calls sound just like male Eurasian Coots to me (but I think we can safely rule that species out on the 
basis of range). 
 
Greater Thornbird, Phacellodomus ruber: seen, not without some effort intitially, on the first two days we 
spent in Santa Cruz. 
 
Pearled Treerunner, Margarornis squamiger: the gold-spangled southern form of this beautiful species was 
seen at Siberia. 
 
[Buff-browed Foliage-Gleaner, Syndactyla rufosuperciliata: heard once at Siberia.] 
 
Buff-fronted Foliage-Gleaner, Philydor rufum: seen several times at Los Volcanes. 
 
Grey-throated Leaftosser, Sclerurus albigularis: seen in flight as it left its nest-hole near the lodge in Los 
Volcanes. Once seen perched, having just left the nest, by Nigel. Aka Grey-throated Leafscraper. 
 
Streaked Xenops, Xenops rutilans: this attractive little bird was seen in mixed flocks on both mornings we 
spent in Los Volcanes. 
 
Thamnophilidae: Typical Antbirds 
 
Great Antshrike, Taraba major: we saw a pair of these handsome birds, both sexes being equally striking, in 
riverine scrub by the Piraí river. 
 
Barred Antshrike, Thamnophilus doliatus: a pair seen well on our afternoon visit to Valle Sánchez. 
 
Bolivian Slaty Antshrike, Thamnophilus sticturus: we were pleased to see this lovely bird in a mixed flock in 
the Jardín Botánico. Formerly considered part of Eastern Slaty Antshrike, Thamnophilus punctatus. 
 
Variable Antshrike, Thamnophilus caerulescens: this subtly coloured antshrike was seen in Siberia. 
 
Plain Antvireo, Dysithamnus mentalis: males and females were seen well on our last morning in Los 
Volcanes. 
 
Black-capped Antwren, Herpsilochmus atricapillus: this pretty species was seen rather badly and with some 
difficulty at the Jardín Botánico and very well with great ease in Los Volcanes. 
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[Mato Grosso Antbird, Cercomacra melanaria: the strange, scraping song of this skulker was heard distantly in 
riverine scrub by the Piraí.] 
 
White-backed Fire-eye, Pyriglena leuconota: we had superb and sustained looks at two males of this species, 
and one female, on the extremely rewarding riverside trail at Los Volcanes.  
 
Formicariidae: Ground-Antbirds 
 
Short-tailed Antthrush, Chamaeza campanisoma: heard several times off in the forest at Los Volcanes, 
where we also had fantasic views of one individual on the riverside trail. What a great song. 
 
[Rufous-faced Antpitta, Grallaria erythrotis: this Bolivian endemic was heard in Siberia. It came extremely close 
to popping out to see us but unfortunately lost its nerve at the last minute.] 
 
Conopophagidae 
 
Slaty Gnateater, Conopophaga ardesiaca: another tricky species that was seen on the riverside trails. That 
male was followed the next day by an extremely obliging female. 
 
Rhinocryptidae: Tapaculos 
 
[Trilling Tapaculo, Scytalopus parvirostris: heard distantly, at Siberia. Formerly part of Unicoloured Tapaculo, 
Scytalopus unicolor.] 
 
[Bolivian Tapaculo, Scytalopus bolivianus: amazingly we only heard this species once in our whole time in Los 
Volcanes. Aka Southern White-crowned Tapaculo.] 
 
Tyrannidae: Tyrant Flycatchers 
 
Sclater’s Tyrannulet, Phyllomyias sclateri: we had a very satisfying view of a singing individual on our last 
morning in Los Volcanes. 
 
Tawny-rumped Tyrannulet, Phyllomyias uropygialis: this duskily handsome little bird was seen a couple of 
times in Siberia. 
 
Greenish Elaenia, Myiopagis viridicata: seen extremely well at the Jardín Botánico where it is a very common 
species in the wet season. 
 
Yellow-bellied Elaenia, Elaenia flavogaster: this slightly scruffy Elaenia was seen and heard around Santa 
Cruz on our first two days. 
 
[White-crested Elaenia, Elaenia albiceps: I am amazed we only heard this common cloudforest species at Siberia. 
Then again, they were scarce even at the many sites we visited on the highlands tour.] 
 
Small-billed Elaenia, Elaenia parvirostris: common at this time of year in all valles sites. Very pretty for an 
Elaenia and the benchmark against which to measure the identification of all the other valles greyish flycatchers. 
 
Southern Beardless Tyrannulet, Camptostoma obsoletum: seen quite distantly over lunch in Samaipata. 
 
Buff-banded Tyrannulet, Mecocerculus hellmayri: heard repeatedly and seen in mixed flocks in Siberia. 
 
White-throated Tyrannulet, Mecocerculus leucophrys: we saw this attractive bird in its usual haunts in 
Siberia. 
 
[White-bellied Tyrannulet, Serpophaga munda: only Nick saw this pretty, readily indentifiable species at Tambo.] 
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Mouse-coloured Tyrannulet, Phaeomyias murina: we saw many more individuals of this subtle bird than we 
do at other times of the year.  
 
Greater Wagtail-Tyrant, Stigmatura budytoides: what a lovely little bird. We saw them well on two days in 
the valles.  
 
Marble-faced Bristle-Tyrant, Phylloscartes ophthalmicus: seen vocalising in several canopy flocks in Los 
Volcanes. 
 
McConnell’s Flycatcher, Mionectes macconnelli: this very lovely, warm-ochre bird was eventually seen well 
by all on our full day in Los Volcanes. Note the interesting spelling difference in the ornithologist’s name 
between the common and scientific names. Formerly placed in the genus Pipromorpha. And yes, McConnell’s 
Flycatcher really does exist. Oh ye of little faith. 
 
Sepia-capped Flycatcher, Leptopogon amaurocephalus: seen on our first evening in Los Volcanes, in a 
mixed flock also containing Slaty-capped. 
 
Slaty-capped Flycatcher, Leptopogon superciliaris: seen and heard giving its squeaky toy calls in several 
flocks in Los Volcanes. 
 
Southern Scrub Flycatcher, Sublegatus modestus: we saw this subtle little bird on both evenings at Tambo, 
including one individual which Nigel rather brilliantly identified. 
 
Pearly-vented Tody-Tyrant, Hemitriccus margaritaceiventer: seen first by the Piraí river in Santa Cruz. 
Later heard many times and seen in the valles region. 
 
Yellow-olive Flycatcher, Tolmomyias sulphurescens: seen in the Jardín Botánico and in Los Volcanes. 
 
Bran-coloured Flycatcher, Myiophobus fasciatus: This lovely tawny-striped species was seen on two days 
around Tambo. 
 
Cinnamon Flycatcher, Pyrrhomyias cinnamomea: another very attractive rusty flycatcher and one we saw 
and heard at Siberia. 
 
Cliff Flycatcher, Hirundinea ferruginea: and continuing the theme of handsome orange-toned flycatchers, we 
saw Cliff Flycatchers at the Cliff Parakeet cliffs at Saipina (that’s a lot of cliffs in one sentence). 
 
Western Wood-Pewee, Contopus sordidulus: this delicate boreal species was common around the lodge in 
Los Volcanes. 
 
Black Phoebe, Sayornis nigricans: this bird was, as always, easy to find on the streams around Los Volcanes.  
 
Andean Tyrant, Knipolegus signatus: we briefly saw a female of this species at Siberia before later being 
treated to the dive-bombing display of the male when the rain cleared slightly.  
 
White-winged Black-Tyrant, Knipolegus aterrimus: the lovely female we saw of this species at Tambo was 
slanderously accused of looking like a Bran-coloured Flycatcher. An unusual record for the site, as the species is 
generally found at slightly higher altitude (though it has been recorded as low as the city of Santa Cruz). 
 
Yellow-browed Tyrant, Satrapa icterophrys: seen over lunch at Samaipata. A very attractive flycatcher. 
 
Black-backed Water-Tyrant, Fluvicola albiventer: this lovely bird was seen in riverine scrub by the Piraí. 
 
Rufous-breasted Chat-Tyrant, Ochthoeca rufipectoralis: seen very nicely at Siberia. 
 
Cattle Tyrant, Machetornis rixosus: common around Santa Cruz. 
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Piratic Flycatcher, Legatus leucophaius: we saw at least three of these small, stripy flycatchers, having heard 
one singing for some time, in the Urubó. 
 
Social Flycatcher, Myiozetetes similis: seen on two days around Santa Cruz, including birds at the pond in the 
Jardín Botánico. 
 
Great Kiskadee, Pitangus sulphuratus: seen on two days, and heard on two more. Known as frío in lowland 
Bolivia. 
 
[Golden-crowned Flycatcher, Myiodynastes chrysocephalus: we heard the squeaky call of this bird on two days in Los 
Volcanes.] 
 
Sulphur-bellied Flycatcher, Myiodynastes luteiventris: we saw this handsome northern migrant on two days 
around Santa Cruz. 
 
Streaked Flycatcher, Myiodynastes maculatus: seen on our full day around Santa Cruz. 
 
[Boat-billed Flycatcher, Megarynchus pitangua: heard on one day in Santa Cruz, and glimpsed by Chris on another.] 
 
Variegated Flycatcher,  Empidonomus varius: we had a brief look at a Variegated Flycatcher, with Crowned 
Slaty beside it for comparison, at Tambo. 
 
Crowned Slaty Flycatcher, Empidonomus aurantiatrocristatus: this plain-plumaged cousin of the 
Variegated Flycatcher (with a sinfully long and complicated scientific name) was seen several times on top of 
trees and cacti in the dry valles region.  
 
Tropical Kingbird, Tyrannus melancholicus: seen on almost every day of the tour. 
 
Fork-tailed Flycatcher, Tyrannus savanna: we saw hordes of these delightful birds, apparently on migration, 
around Santa Cruz. 
 
Eastern Kingbird, Tyrannus tyrannus: we saw many of these northern migrants around Santa Cruz, including 
the huge roost in the central plaza.  
 
Rufous Casiornis, Casiornis rufa: this lovely bird was seen in the Jardín Botánico and again, briefly, in a flock 
in Los Volcanes. 
 
[Dusky-capped Flycatcher, Myiarchus tuberculifer: a surprise that we only heard this species, on our first evening in 
Los Volcanes.] 
 
Brown-crested Flycatcher, Myiarchus tyrannulus: this bird also surprised us – by turning up in a little canyon 
of valles vegetation between Samaipata and Tambo. Usually I associate it with taller, more humid forest. 
 
Cotingidae: Cotingas 
 
Black-tailed Tityra, Tityra cayana: seen briefly as we walked into the forest of the Jardín Botánico. Note that 
tityras are currently considered cotingas again. 
 
Red-crested Cotinga, Ampelion rubrocristatus: this severely elegant bird was seen perched on a treetop as we 
reached Siberia, the first of a three-species run of Cotingas that day. 
 
White-tipped Plantcutter, Phytotoma rutila: very common in the valles around Tambo and Saipina. Formerly 
placed in the now defunct Plantcutter family, Phytotomidae. 
 
Band-tailed Fruiteater, Pipreola intermedia: we had lengthy and, in the end, quite satisfying looks at a male 
of this gorgeous species in Siberia. 
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Barred Fruiteater, Pipreola arcuata: also in Siberia we had a good look at one of these lovely things.  
 
Pipridae: Manakins 
 
[Yungas Manakin, Chiroxiphia boliviana: alas, despite much effort to see it, we were only able to hear this charming 
bird, quite distantly, on two days in Los Volcanes.] 
 
Vireonidae: Vireos 
 
[Rufous-browed Peppershrike, Cyclarhis gujanensis: heard only, on our first day in the valles region.] 
 
Red-eyed Vireo, Vireo olivaceus: common and vocal at this time of the year in the valles region. This form, 
which does not have a red eye, is split by some authors as Chivi Vireo, Vireo chivi. 
 
Yellow-Green Vireo, Vireo flavoviridis: this Central American migrant is never at all common in Santa Cruz. 
We saw it by the Piraí, which is just about its most reliable site, and at Los Volcanes. According to the 
information at my disposal, the latter constitutes the first record for Los Volcanes and indeed for Amboró 
National Park.  
 
Corvidae: Jays 
 
Purplish Jay, Cyanocorax cyanomelas: this noisy, attractive beast was seen repeatedly and very well on the 
first five days of the tour. 
 
Plush-crested Jay, Cyanocorax chrysops: this lovely bird was first seen by the Piraí river and was, as always, 
common and vocal in Los Volcanes. 
 
Hirundinidae: Swallows & Martins 
 
Brown-chested Martin, Progne tapera: elegant and streamlined, this species was seen on our first two days 
near Santa Cruz. Aka Phaeoprogne tapera. 
 
[Purple Martin, Progne subis: we caught a momentary glimpse of what must have been a female Purple Martin at 
San Rafael.] 
 
Blue-and-White Swallow, Pygochelidon cyanoleuca: seen at Samaipata over lunch, as always. Aka 
Notiochelidon cyanoleuca. 
 
Tawny-headed Swallow, Alopochelidon fucata: seen extremely well over fields around San Rafael.. 
 
Southern Rough-winged Swallow, Stelgidopteryx ruficollis: a handful present at San Rafael with many 
Tawny-headeds, allowing us to make comparison between these two similar species. 
 
Barn Swallow, Hirundo rustica: seen on the first two days around Santa Cruz. 
 
Cliff Swallow, Petrochelidon pyrrhonota: many seen over the irrigated fields at San Rafael. Aka Hirundo 
pyrrhonota. 
 
Troglodytidae: Wrens 
 
Thrush-like Wren, Campylorhynchus turdinus: seen and heard in riotous duet around Santa Cruz on our 
first three days. 
 
[Moustached Wren, Thryothorus genibarbis: heard on four days, by the Piraí and at Los Volcanes. Unfortunately we 
were only afforded an unsatisfactory view at Los Volcanes.] 
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Fawn-breasted Wren, Thryothorus guarayanus: heard by the Piraí and seen very nicely at the Jardín 
Botánico. 
 
House Wren, Troglodytes aedon: seen or heard virtually everywhere we went and on virtually every day of the 
tour. Split by some as Southern House Wren, Troglodytes musculus. 
 
Mountain Wren, Troglodytes solstitialis: this lovely little bird was seen very well at Siberia. 
 
Polioptilidae: Gnatcatchers 
 
Masked Gnatcatcher, Polioptila dumicola: exceptionally we only saw one individual of this normally 
common species. Nigel found it for us as Chris was photographing the Cliff Parakeets at Saipina. 
 
Turdidae: Thrushes  
 
[Spotted Nightingale Thrush, Catharus dryas: in the distance at Siberia we heard the charming, ethereal song of 
this lovely bird.]  
 
Swainson’s Thrush, Catharus ustulatus: this pretty migrant from North America was seen every day in Los 
Volcanes where in the wet season it is among the most numerous birds. 
 
Chiguanco Thrush, Turdus chiguanco: seen in Tambo and in upper dry valley vegetation towards Siberia. Its 
name derives from the Quechua chiwaku. 
 
Rufous-bellied Thrush, Turdus rufiventris: first seen over lunch in Samaipata. We then saw several more in 
the valles region. 
 
Creamy-bellied Thrush, Turdus amaurochalinus: ultra-common, as always, around Santa Cruz and in the 
valles.  
 
Thraupidae: Tanagers 
 
Black-goggled Tanager, Trichothraupis melanops: a brilliant male was seen quickly over a stream on our 
last morning in Los Volcanes. 
 
Silver-beaked Tanager, Ramphocelus carbo: oh so handsome. We saw these glorious birds by the Piraí and 
every day at Los Volcanes. 
 
Sayaca Tanager, Thraupis sayaca: very common throughout the trip. Subtle but attractive. 
 
Palm Tanager, Thraupis palmarum: seen near Santa Cruz but strangely scarce on this tour. 
 
Blue-and-Yellow Tanager, Thraupis bonariensis: wonderfully beautiful. This striking bird was first seen over 
lunch at Samaipata. We subsequently saw it several times in the valles. When we first saw a female in Tambo, I 
remarked that groups always repeatedly call on me to identify females. The next day on the way back from San 
Rafael, I was asked to identify a mystery bird and it was… a female Blue-and-Yellow Tanager. 
  
[Chestnut-bellied Mountain-Tanager, Delothraupis castaneoventris: this intensely attractive bird was seen only very 
briefly at Siberia so it’s lucky we saw them conclusively the next week on the highlands tour.] 
 
Fawn-breasted Tanager, Pipraeidea melanonota: this is a wonderful creature and one we saw nicely at 
Siberia. 
 
Blue-browed Tanager, Tangara cyanotis: this really is a charming little bird. We had great looks at a pair in a 
flock, downslope from us for increased visibility, on the entrance road to Los Volcanes. 
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Blue Dacnis, Dacnis cayana: seen on the far side of the river Piraí and at Los Volcanes. It is interesting that 
the far bank of the Piraí, which is contiguous with the north side of Amboró,  is minutely more Amazonian than 
the city side – I have never seen a dacnis on the city side but have seen them on the far side on more than one 
occasion. 
 
Guira Tanager, Hemithraupis guira: seen in canopy flocks in the Jardín Botánico and in Los Volcanes. The 
male of this common species is a real stunner. 
 
Blue-backed Conebill, Conirostrum sitticolor: this very beautiful bird was seen in cloudforest flocks in 
Siberia. 
 
Common Bush-Tanager, Chlorospingus ophthalmicus: common at Siberia. 
 
Hepatic Tanager, Piranga flava: seen well at Tambo on our first evening there. Both Ridgely & Tudor (Birds 
of South America Volume 1) and Isler & Isler (The Tanagers) treat all forms of Hepatic Tanager as one species 
but recognise the possible existence of three species. By habitat, the form we saw on the lowlands tour would be 
the Highland Hepatic Tanager Piranga lutea (as opposed to the Northern Hepatic Tanager Piranga hepatica of 
North and Central America and the Lowland Hepatic Tanager Piranga flava principally of the south eastern 
lowlands of South America). Note, however, that the area in which we saw Hepatic Tanagers is precisely the area 
of contact between the putative Lowland and Highland species and the two forms are very similar. 
 
Purple-throated Euphonia, Euphonia chlorotica: seen or heard on five days of the tour. Lovely despite being 
very common.  
 
Thick-billed Euphonia, Euphonia laniirostris: seen in the clearing on both evenings we spent in Los 
Volcanes. So predictable are these birds that I haven’t had to change a word of that sentence from my last two 
Naturetrek reports.  
 
Emberizidae: Finches & New World Sparrows 
 
Rufous-collared Sparrow, Zonotrichia capensis: seen very commonly in the valles region. Handsome all the 
same. 
 
Grassland Sparrow, Ammodramus humeralis: seen on our first two days at Viru Viru and later heard at Los 
Negros near Tambo, where on the November 2005 tour I was surprised to see one. Apparently he’s still there. 
 
Yellow-browed Sparrow, Ammodramus aurifrons: I was unoptimistic about seeing this species from the 
bridge over the Piraí as the recent floods had completely removed their island habitat. However several of these 
resilient little birds were hopping around on the sand as if nothing in the world had happened to trouble them. 
 
Grey-crested Finch, Lophospingus griseocristatus: abundant around Tambo. 
 
Rufous-sided Warbling-Finch, Poospiza hypochondria: seen as we approached Siberia. Very handsome 
indeed. 
 
Black-and-Chestnut Warbling-Finch, Poospiza whitii: this is a very beautiful thing. We saw it only on the 
day we visited San Rafael. Formerly considered conspecific with Black-and-Rufous Warbling-Finch, Poospiza 
nigrorufa. 
 
Ringed Warbling-Finch, Poospiza torquata: also a lovely bird, we saw this species on two days in the valles. 
 
Black-capped Warbling-Finch, Poospiza melanoleuca: first seen in riverine scrub as we approached the 
Piraí. We then saw them many times in the valles region. 
 
Saffron Yellow-Finch, Sicalis flaveola: common at many sites throughout the trip. Seen almost every day.  
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Wedge-tailed Grassfinch, Emberizoides herbicola: we saw many of these lovely grassland birds at Viru Viru 
on the first day. We heard them again the following day. 
 
Great Pampa-Finch, Embernagra platensis: seen at San Rafael and by the road as we drove up to Siberia. 
Attractive and entertaining. 
 
Blue-black Grassquit, Volatinia jacarina: seen on four days, around Santa Cruz and in damp fields in the valles 
region.  
 
Double-collared Seedeater, Sporophila caerulescens: a common breeder in irrigated fields in the valles region. 
 
White-bellied Seedeater, Sporophila leucoptera: seen at Valle Sánchez on our second day in Santa Cruz. 
Some authors split this distinctive black-and-white form (through most of eastern South America they are grey-
and-white) as Bicoloured Seedeater, Sporophila bicolor. 
 
Rufous-rumped Seedeater, Sporophila hypochroma: we saw numerous singing males of this delightful, 
range-restricted bird in the savannahs of Viru Viru. 
 
Lined Seedeater, Sporophila lineola: at Valle Sánchez we heard numerous males singing. Eventually we 
managed to see a couple of them and examine their head-patterns to see the difference between this species and 
Lesson’s.  
 
Band-tailed Seedeater, Catamenia analis: this was one of very few birds we were able to see on the upper dry 
valley slopes, in the pouring rain, before we reached Siberia. Thank heavens for Band-tailed Seedeaters.  
 
Dull-coloured Grassquit, Tiaris obscura: very common around Saipina where we were able to listen to their 
humble songs and even watch a pair building its nest. 
 
Stripe-headed Brush-Finch, Buarremon torquatus: seen at the forest edge at Siberia as we looked at our first 
family of Rufous-naped. Aka Atlapetes torquatus. 
 
Rufous-naped Brush-Finch, Atlapetes rufinucha: though the taxonomy is not universally accepted, many 
argue that the form we saw is a separate species and therefore a Bolivian endemic. We had great looks at these 
very attractive birds in Siberia. 
 
Red Pileated Finch, Coryphospingus cucullatus: we saw this handsome bird by the roadside at Los Negros. 
Aka Red-crested Finch.  
 
Red-capped Cardinal, Paroaria gularis: true to form, we saw this species very well at the pond in the Jardín 
Botánico. Lovers of splits watch out: clever DNA-minded people are suggesting that the birds south of 
Amazonia are not the same as the birds north of Amazonia so there is probably an armchair tick in the pipeline 
(where else would you hear a sentence like that?). 
 
Cardinalidae: Grosbeaks & Saltators 
 
Black-backed Grosbeak, Pheucticus aureoventris: seen on many occasions in the valles. We frequently were 
treated to its rich, bright song. 
 
Buff-throated Saltator, Saltator maximus: we saw three of these cheerful birds in Los Volcanes. 
 
Greyish Saltator, Saltator coerulescens: seen on our second day in Santa Cruz, and heard again the following 
day. 
 
Golden-billed Saltator, Saltator aurantiirostris: very common, as usual, at the dry valles sites. 
 
Ultramarine Grosbeak, Cyanocompsa brissonii: good looks at velvet-blue males and melted-milk-chocolate 
females in the valles. 
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Parulidae: New World Warblers 
 
Tropical Parula, Parula pitiayumi: seen in the Jardín Botánico and in Los Volcanes. The scientific name 
pitiayumi apparently means ‘little-yellow-breast’ in Guaraní. Good name. 
 
Masked Yellowthroat, Geothlypis aequinoctialis: we saw males and females of this species on several 
occasions in the clearing at Los Volcanes. We heard the species again at San Rafael. For split-aficionados, this 
species is recognised by some authors as the Southern Yellowthroat, Geothlypis velata. 
 
Brown-capped Whitestart, Myioborus brunniceps: we saw this very lovely bird in our first dry vegetation 
stop before reaching Tambo. Aka Brown-capped Redstart. 
 
Spectacled Whitestart, Myioborus melanocephalus: common, but very beautiful, in mixed flocks in Siberia. 
Aka Spectacled Redstart. 
 
Slate-throated Whitestart, Myioborus miniatus: seen very well on all three days in Los Volcanes. A real 
charmer. Aka Slate-throated Redstart. 
 
Two-banded Warbler, Basileuterus bivittatus: super-abundant, as always, in Los Volcanes. 
 
Pale-legged Warbler, Basileuterus signatus: seen well at Siberia. 
 
Golden-crowned Warbler, Basileuterus culicivorus: seen well in a dense vine tangle at the Jardín Botánico. 
 
Icteridae: New World Blackbirds 
 
Dusky-Green Oropendola, Psarocolius atrovirens: not as common or obvious as it often is at Los Volcanes. 
We nonetheless did manage several good looks. 
 
Crested Oropendola, Psarocolius decumanus: seen several times in the Urubó and in the Jardín Botánico. 
Common but really very beautiful. 
 
Troupial, Icterus icterus: this gloriously bright bird was seen on our second morning at the Piraí river and was 
heard again at the Jardín Botánico the next day. Split by some as Orange-backed Troupial, Icterus croconotus. 
 
Epaulet Oriole, Icterus cayanensis: we saw these delicate Icterids in the Urubó and on two occasions at 
Tambo.  
 
Velvet-fronted Grackle, Lampropsar tanagrinus: very common, much more so than on any previous visit, in 
the riverine scrub of the Piraí. Also one for the split-watchers: it has been mooted that this could be a separate 
species from the form that is found around Amazonian wetlands.  
 
Chopi Blackbird, Gnorimopsar chopi: common and delightfully vocal, as always, around Santa Cruz. 
 
Bolivian Blackbird, Oreopsar bolivianus: once again seen at the Cliff Parakeet cliffs of Saipina where 
previous Naturetrek groups had the first and second sightings of this Bolivian endemic genus for the 
department of Santa Cruz. We had great views of the dull brown wings on several birds we saw this time. We 
also heard their distinctive, hard calls. 
 
Baywing, Agelaioides badius: very common around Tambo. Formerly Bay-winged Cowbird, Molothrus badius.  
 
Giant Cowbird, Molothrus oryzivorus: seen at the Jardín Botánico. 
 
Shiny Cowbird, Molothrus bonariensis: seen on four days, including a flock, containing a Chopi for 
comparison, at the entrance to the Jardín Botánico. The lustrous males are gorgeous, however common they may 
be. 
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White-browed Blackbird, Sturnella superciliaris: seen in the savannah around Viru Viru on our first and 
second days. The male is an impeccably beautiful bird. 
 
Fringillidae: Old World Finches & Siskins 
 
Hooded Siskin, Carduelis magellanica: seen several times in the valles including a singing male in the garden 
at Monteblanco. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mammals 
Cebidae: Larger New World Monkeys 
 
[‘Dusky’ Titi, Callicebus donacophilus: we heard this charmingly vocal species in the Jardín Botánico where a study is 
being carried out into their vocalisations (hence the ones we heard, irritated by playback, were especially 
vociferous). Note that the ‘Dusky’ Titi was formerly a sprawling mess including many highly different forms that 
are now recognised as species. The specific name of the monkeys present in Santa Cruz means ‘lover of reeds’, 
presumably because they are often to be found along rivers.] 
 
Caviidae: Cavies 
 
Wild Cavy, Cavia sp. or Galea sp.: we saw wild cavies on two days in the valles region. Their identification is 
extremely complex, requiring analysis of such things as skulls and dentition which are generally tricky in the field. 
 

Reptiles 
Teiidae 
 
Tegu, Tupinambis sp.: we saw a young one of these giant lizards on the patio of the dining room at Los 
Volcanes. The identification and taxonomy of the genus are complex and subject to revision (which is leader-
speak for ‘it’s all Greek to me’). A friend who is a very expert herpetologist tells me that he would have expected 
Tupinambis rufescens, of the Chaco and valles, in Los Volcanes. However, T. rufescens, being, as its name implies, 
rufescent is among the more readily identified species (even I can identify it) and our animal, which was silver 
and black, was clearly not one. My friend therefore suggests Tupinambis teguixin (whence the name Tegu), which is 
an Amazonian species and theoretically out of its altitudinal range in Los Volcanes. Certainly the one we saw 
looked like the hundreds of T. teguixin I have seen in Amazonia. ‘Unless it’s a new species,’ quoth my friend. 
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