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Tour Leader:    Lelis Navarrete 

 

Participants:   Ian Forsyth 

John Wheldon 

Margaret Bell 

Douglas Bell 

Ian Billenness  

Jennifer Thomasson 

Raymond Shewan 

Cedric Prys-Roberts 

Fred Homer 

Day 1 Sunday 27th October 

International flights from the UK to Bolivia 

Day 2 Monday 28th October 

Arrival at Viru Viru airport, Santa Cruz. Afternoon - Lomas de Arena Regional Park 

Fred had done a pre-tour extension, and was was picked up by the driver and taken from his hotel to the airport 

to wait for the flight where the rest of the participants were arriving. We faced unusual traffic on the way making 

us arrive 20 minutes late, and the group members had already cleared all procedures and were waiting for us. A 

few were already birding in front of the terminal building at the airport. After greetings and money exchange at 

the airport terminal building we headed outside to start birding. John had been at the far side of the parking lot 

where he had seen Greater Rhea. We returned to the spot, finding a group of 5 young birds. A Red-winged 

Tinamou was feeding nearby allowing wonderful views, including its rufous wing pattern as it flew across the 

road. Exiting the airport complex we found Whistling Heron, Wood Stork, and a White-tailed Hawk (spotted by 

Raymond), as well as a small family group of Speckled Chachalacas. A pair of Chotoy Spinetails was seen 

displaying from the top of a nesting tree in response to playback, and a pair of Greater Thornbirds also 

responded to playback. A single Wedge-tailed Grass-Finch was heard singing in the distance and I was able to 

scope it. We also had several close views of Campo Flickers, Southern Lapwing, Blue-crowned Parakeet, Guira 

Cuckoo, Crowned Slaty-Flycatcher, Fork-tailed Flycatcher, Thrush-like Wren, and White-browed Blackbird. 

 

During the afternoon we saw groups of Yellow-chevroned Parakeets in the neighbouring trees in front of the 

hotel before heading to Lomas de Arena Regional Park. After entrance formalities we entered the park. We saw 

White-bellied Nothura crossing the road, but only heard Small-billed and Tataupa Tinamous. Ian F. spotted a 

pair of Long-winged Harriers in the distance and a pair of Short-tailed Hawks was seen flying overhead. We also 

found a pair of Yellow-headed Caracaras. A little later on a White-eared Puffbird vocalized, some playback 

allowed good scopes views of the responding bird. An uncommon Dark-billed Cuckoo was an unusual sighting 

for the area. A single Rufous-fronted Thornbird sat on top of a gate in response to playback, and a Pearly-vented 

Tody-Tyrant showed very well. One of the last birds of the day was an Orange-backed Troupial singing some 

distance from the road. When I pointed in the general direction of where the song was coming from, one or two 

of the participants managed to see it. Other birds in the area included Limpkin, Peach-fronted Parakeet, Green-
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barred Woodpecker, Rufous-fronted Thornbird, Southern Beardless-Tyrannulet, Streaked Flycatcher, Eastern 

Kingbird, Chalk-browed Mockingbird, Purple-throated Euphonia and Grayish Saltator.  

Day 3 Tuesday 29th October 

Early morning birding Jardin Botanico and transfer to Monte Blanco – Tambo 

We started with breakfast at the hotel, and at 6:30am we were driving to the botanical gardens. We started 

birding at the parking lot and had a brief visit to a nearby pond, and the rest of the morning was devoted to 

exploring the various trails inside the gardens. A pair of Amazonian Motmots was the highlight of the forest 

birding followed by Little Woodpecker, Black-crowned Tityra, Plush-crested Jay, Guira Tanager, Golden-

crowned Warbler and Solitary Black Cacique. One of the best moments of the day occurred when I was imitating 

the voice of a Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl, and an owl came in view! Other species then showed up to chase it away; 

some of these birds were Olivaceous Woodcreeper, Bolivian Slaty Antshrike, Yellow-olive Flycatcher and 

Fuscous Flycatcher. Some of the common species from the site included: Cattle Egret, Snowy Egret, Blue-

winged Parrotlet, Black-fronted Nunbird, Yellow-tufted Woodpecker, Buff-throated Woodcreeper, and Black-

billed Thrush. Some of the successful playback bird sightings included a pair of White-wedged Piculets, Plain-

crowned Spinetail, Black-capped Antwren, Greenish Elaenia, Yellow-olive Flycatcher and Fuscous Flycatcher. 

Just before leaving the group watched a Gilded Hummingbird feeding on some flowering bushes close to the 

main gate. 

 

We headed for lunch at midday, picked up our luggage, and took the long driving to Monte Blanco. While 

driving during the afternoon heading to Tambo, we made a stop as Leonardo (our driver) saw a group of Mitred 

Parakeets perched on some treetops along the road. We had scopes views from the edge of the road. We drove 

from Santa Cruz to Tambo arriving at 7pm.   

Day 4 Wednesday 30th October 

Early morning Saipina, lunch at Monte Blanco. Late afternoon and night birding near 

Tambo 

We started with breakfast at 4:30am, then drove to Saipina arriving by 6:40am, and then birded a couple of sites 

near Saipina. We started our way back to Tambo at around 11am, stopping briefly at an artificial water reservoir, 

arriving back at midday. We had a break at the hottest part of the day, and started our bird walk at 3:30pm. We 

returned at 6pm for a break and then had a short drive to look for night birds nearby. We were back in Monte 

Blanco in Tambo at 7:15pm for dinner and to do the species checklist. 

 

It was a dusty road to Saipina, and our main goal was to reach the site early enough to wait for the Red-Fronted 

Macaws. Upon arrival we birded some plantation fields, waiting for the macaws to arrive. Some of the species 

encountered were; Glittering-bellied Emerald, Sooty-fronted Spinetail, Rufous-capped Antshrike (after playback), 

White-tipped Plantcutter, White-bellied Tyrannulet, Spectacled Tyrant, Cliff Flycatcher, Bran-colored Flycatcher, 

Masked Yellowthroat, Black-backed Grosbeak, Ultramarine Grosbeak and Ringed Warbling-Finch. The bird of 

the day however, was the endemic and rare Red-fronted Macaw – we had wonderful fly-by views with the sun at 

our backs, highlighting the colours of the Macaws, and a little later on I could heard them calling nearby, so we 

went to look for them, and found several perched birds, allowing scoping views. We went close to a marshy area 
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where a Plumbeous Rail approached us flying over the reeds. Two Puna Ibises were seen when crossing a bridge 

over the Saipina River.  

 

We drove to an area with a view of a rocky cliff to search for the Cliff Parakeets and found no less than 30 birds. 

Near this site we encountered a very cooperative endemic Bolivian Earthcreeper , that not only came close but 

posed for video and photos! A little later on a small group of the endemic Bolivian Blackbird was seen from the 

bus. The birds were singing from the low bushes and the ground close to the road. On the way back we stopped 

at a water reservoir that proved to be productive - we saw Brazilian Teal (8), Comb Duck (6) and a Southern 

Screamer. 

 

During the second part of the afternoon a short walk at Monte Blanco main gate proved productive - we found 

White-collared Swift, Spot-backed Puffbird, Epaulet Oriole and Streak-fronted Thornbird. At dusk we had a 

short drive to successfully look for Scissor-tailed Nightjar, finding two males and one female. 

Day 5 Thursday 31st October 

Full day birding - Torrecillas and La Siberia. Night Monte Blanco – Tambo 

Once again we started at 4:30am with breakfast, and then headed to Torrecillas. We arrived at around 6:15am. 

The weather conditions weren’t ideal, foggy, windy and dusty, and we waited for them to improve. The morning 

stop near Torrecillas was a bit cold and windy. The first bird I tried for responded strongly. A Rusty-vented 

Canastero (AKA Creamy-breasted C.) came to playback. We also found White-crested Elaenia, Band-tailed 

Seedeater, Rufous-sided Warbling-Finch and Hooded Siskin. Later in the morning we stopped along a side trail, 

to escape the dust and some of the wind, and the strategy paid dividends as we found Olive-crowned 

Crescentchest. 

 

At the cloud forest of La Siberia it was windy, but regardless of the weather we managed to find Swallow-tailed 

Kite, and Broad-winged Hawk. After playback we also managed to see a couple of Spot-breasted Thornbirds.  

We found Highland Elaenia, Tawny-rumped Tyrannulet, Cinnamon Flycatcher, Rufous-breasted Chat-Tyrant, 

Andean Tyrant, Dusky-capped Flycatcher, Pale-footed Swallow, Mountain Wren, the endemic Gray-bellied 

Flowerpiercer, Common Bush-Tanager and Spectacled Whitestart.  

 

After a box lunch a Crested Quetzal sang nearby and we were able to locate a nice pair. Some of the 

hummingbirds from the cloud forest were Sparkling Violetear, Violet-throated Starfrontlet, Blue-capped Puffleg 

and Tyrian Metaltail. 

 

We returned to Torrecillas during the afternoon and were finally rewarded with crippling views of male Red-

tailed Comet. The playback encouraged the bird to come back and display his tail in full splendour. Other birds 

from the site included Yellow-billed Tit-Tyrant, and Fulvous-headed Brush-Finch. Later, on the road, John asked 

us to stop as he spotted an Andean Tinamou crossing the road some 200 metres ahead. 

Day 6 Friday 1st November 

Early morning birding near Tambo and transfer to Los Volcanes  
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We had breakfast at 5:30am and left towards Samaipata. We started our birding around 6:15am and walked along 

the road in a dry valley on the way. The day started with a Yellow-browed Tyrant perched on a power pole right 

by the bus before leaving Monte Blanco.  

The first stop was when a pair of Variable Antshrikes was seen just along the road. Shortly afterwards I found a 

pair of vocalizing Ochre-faced Tody-Flycatchers. A surprise was the presence of a pair of Orange-headed 

Tanagers, unfortunately the birds were not seen by everyone and they did not respond to playback. 

 

We birded until 9:30am, then we drove to Samaipata (in the highlands) where we had a break and lunch at 

around 1pm. We continued our drive to Los Volcanes and when we got there we transferred onto smaller 4x4 

vehicles at around 3:30pm. Some of the group saw Plumbeous Kite, Black-chested Buzzard-Eagle and Andean 

Condor. Others at the lodge had already found Thick-billed Euphonia and also Black-chested Buzzard-Eagle. 

Once we all were down by the lodge, we got organized with the rooms and birded until dusk finding a Palm 

Tanager and lots of Hooded Siskins. 

Day 7 Saturday 2nd November 

Full day in Los Volcanes 

We started with breakfast at 5:15am, and birded the forest access road at 6am. The birding day started with 

finding a couple of Chestnut-tipped Toucanets and lots of Swainson's Thrushes. As we entered the forest I heard 

a Bolivian Tapaculo, the bird was responsive but proved difficult to see. Next I heard a Slaty Gnateater inside 

thicker forest, but was hard to see. Later on we were able to see a male that responded to playback, just along the 

entrance road to Los Volcanes. A pair of Bolivian Recurvebills was feeding in a bamboo stand, and after much 

trying, some of the participants were able to see this rare endemic. 

 

We had lunch at 12pm. The day was sunny but right after lunch the weather changed and a light but continuous 

rain started. The rain only faded away around 5pm when part of the group walked the forest edge looking for 

birds. Species seen today included Blue-crowned Trogon, Streaked Xenops, Buff-fronted Foliage-Gleaner (after 

playback), Chestnut-vented Conebill, Saffron-crowned Tanager, Black-goggled Tanager, and Two-banded 

Warbler. An Andean Guan was seen close to the cabins right after the rain stopped, and we also found a 

Variegated Flycatcher and Golden-rumped Euphonia. We finished birding at around 6:15pm.    

Day 8 Sunday 3rd November 

After lunch return to Santa Cruz.  Night in Hostal Doña Alicia 

We started with a predawn breakfast at 5:15am, and birded the forest access road first, before entering the much 

narrower Amboro trail where we finished birding to have lunch at 12pm. The last morning was productive and 

some of the good additions included a Large-tailed Dove that walked on the road in front of us and some people 

were able to glimpse it. Other birds along the road included a very aggressive Gray-throated Leaftosser 

responding to playback, Slate-throated Whitestart, the local and uncommon Ochre-cheeked Spinetail, also 

White-necked Thrush and Bronze-green Euphonia.  

 

Along the Amboro trail we found Green Kingfisher, Green-cheecked Parakeet, Tschudi's Woodcreeper, Yungas 

Manakin and Dusky-green Oropendola. From the clearing by the cabins we added White-tipped Swift, Red-
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necked Woodpecker, and Golden-crowned Flycatcher. We checked out at 1:30pm and drove to Santa Cruz 

arriving at the hotel at 5pm. 

 

Day 9 Monday 4th November 

We did the transfer to the airport for the group to catch the flight to Cochabamaba. Some members continued 

with the Highlands trip extension, while other continued to catch their International flights home. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species List 

Birds (Total recorded - 270; Birds seen - 248; Birds heard only - 21; Species seen after playback 51) 

Greater Rhea Rhea Americana  A small group of six juvenile birds were seen at Viru 

Viru airport. 

Red-winged Tinamou  Rhynchotus rufescens   One single bird was feeding nearby the parking lot 

allowing wonderful views, including the rufous wing 

pattern as we flew undercover across the road 

Gray Tinamou Tinamus tao Only Ian B was able to see as we wonder by himself in 

some of the inside forest trails. 

Brown Tinamou Crypturellus obsoletus  Heard only in Los Volcanes and at the Siberia cloud 

forest. 

Andean Tinamou Nothoprocta pentlandii  John asked us to stop the bus for he had spotted one 

crossing the road some 200 meters ahead. This was in 

our return from Torrecillas. 

Tataupa Tinamou  Crypturellus tataupa  Heard in Lomas de Arena and the Botanical Gardens. 

Small-billed Tinamou Crypturellus parvirostris  Only heard in Lomas de Arena. 

White-bellied Nothura Nothura boraquira One single bird was seen crossing the road along the 

Lomas de Arena road access. 

Least Grebe  Tachybaptus dominicus    At least half a dozen were seen in a reservoir along the 

road to Saipina to Tambo. 

Neotropic Cormorant  Phalacrocorax brasilianus   A pair was seen in a reservoir along the road to Saipina 

to Tambo. 

Whistling Heron  Syrigma sibilatrix   . At least six birds were seen at the Viru Viru airport, 

some feeding in the grassy areas while we were inside 

the bus and others flying over but allowing good views 

Great Egret  Casmerodius albus  One was seen in Viru Viru airport and five more in the 

Lomas de Arena regional Park, one more near Saipina. 

Snowy Egret  Egretta thula  One was seen only during our visit to the Botanical 

Gardens.. 

Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis Numerous in the botanical Gardens, Saipina and near 

Torrecillas. 

Puna Ibis Plegadis ridgwayi A pair was encountered in the Saipina River. 

Black Vulture  Coragyps atratus  A few seen almost in a daily basis. 

Turkey Vulture  Cathartes aura  A few some seen in a daily basis. 

King Vulture Sarcoramphus papa Two birds were seen flying over in los volcanes. 



Bolivia - Lowlands  Tour Report 

 

 

2  © Naturetrek     December 13 
 

Andean Condor Vultur gryphus - At least one Condor was seen in a daily basis during 

our stay in Los Volcanes. 

Wood Stork  Mycteria americana  One was seen at the Viru Viru airport and one more 

near Saipina. 

Southern Screamer Chauna torquata One single bird was seen inside a water reservoir in the 

way from Saipina to Tambo. 

Brazilian Teal  Amazonetta brasiliensis  Eight birds were seen on a water reservoir in the way 

from Saipina to Tambo. 

Comb Duck Sarkidiornis melanotos A family group of six birds were seen on a water 

reservoir in the way from Saipina to Tambo. 

Swallow-tailed Kite Elanoides forficatus One single bird was seen flying over the road at Siberia. 

Plumbeous Kite  Ictinia plumbea   One was seen flying over the Los Volcanes valley, the 

first afternoon before getting down to the lodge.  

White-tailed Hawk  Buteo albicaudatus One single bird was seen at the Viru Viru airport. 

Long-winged Harrier  Circus buffoni I believe Ian F. spotted a pair of Long-winged Harriers 

way in the distance in Lomas de Arena. 

Roadside Hawk Buteo magnirostris  Fairly common in small numbers in almost all the 

habitats except tall and mature forest. 

Plain-breasted Hawk  Accipiter striatus ventralis One single bird was seen flying overhead when 

traveling from Tambo to Los Volcanes.  

Broad-winged Hawk Buteo platypterus One single bird was seen soaring over the La Siberia 

cloud forest. 

Black-chested Buzzard-Eagle Geranoaetus 

melanoleucus 

One was seen in a daily basis flying over Los Volcanes 

valley. 

Southern Crested Caracara  Caracara plancus  Up to ten were seen at the Viru Viru airport and Lomas 

de Arena, six more in the botanical gardens and few 

more (6) along the road from Samaipata to Tambo. 

Yellow-headed Caracara  Milvago chimachima  Two birds were seen in Lomas de Arena and singles in 

the Botanical Gardens, near Tambo and when leaving 

from Los Volcanes. 

American Kestrel  Falco sparverius  At least 3 were seen at the Viru Viru airport and three 

more in the way from Santa Cruz to Monte Blanco. 

 

Speckled Chachalaca Ortalis guttata Right by the toll booth of the airport we found a small 

family group of 3 Speckled Chachalacas when the birds 

flew across the road,  
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Andean Guan Penelope montagnii One single bird was seen at close range near the cabins 

right after the afternoon rain. 

Dusky-legged Guan Penelope obscura A family group of 6 was seen along the road in the way 

from Tambo to Los Volcanes thanks to Jennifer’s eyes, 

who spotted the birds.  

Limpkin  Aramus guarauna  One single bird was seen in Lomas de Arena and one 

was only heard in The botanical gardens. 

Gray-necked Wood-Rail  Aramides cajanea  One single bird was seen along the road in Lomas de 

Arena. There was a pair of resident birds that were first 

reported by Jennifer and later on, the entire group was 

able to see them near the cabins at los Volcanes. 

Plumbeous Rail Rallus sanguinolentus We went close to a marshy area to playback on a 

Plumbeous Rail that approached us flying over the 

reeds, thus allowing descent but on flight views.  

Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus  Four were seen on a water reservoir in the way from 

Saipina to Tambo. 

Southern Lapwing  Vanellus chilensis  At least some six birds were seen at the Viru Viru 

airport area and one more along the drive from Tambo 

to Los Volcanes. 

Wattled Jacana  Jacana jacana  One was seen at the Viru Viru airport and pairs were 

seen at Saipina and the Botanical Gardens Lomas de 

Arena and one more in the Botanical gardens. 

Picazuro Pigeon  Columba picazuro  This was a guide-only bird, I saw one flying away from 

the group as we approached the water pond at the 

Botanical Gardens. 

Rock Dove  Columba livea  Numerous near cities and populated areas. 

Eared Dove  Zenaida auriculata  Small numbers (2-10) in a daily basis in all sort of 

habitats, absent only from the forested areas of Los 

Volcanes and la Siberia.  

Ruddy Pigeon Patagioenas  subvinacea Heard only but many times in Los Volcanes. 

Ruddy Ground-Dove  Columbina talpacoti   One single bird was seen at the Botanical Gardens and 

another one in Samaipata 

Picui Ground-Dove  Columbina picui  A very common bird, several in Viru Viru (10), 

Samaipata (6) and very common in Saipina and Tambo 

(100+). 

Blue Ground-Dove Claravis pretiosa I was the only one that saw a flying by bird when 

driving the bus in our way out of los Volcanes. 
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Large-tailed Dove (Yungas) Leptotila megalura A bird walked the road in front of us and some people 

were able to glimpse it, only in Los Volcanes. 

White-tipped Dove  Leptotila verreauxi   One was seen in the Botanical gardens, a pair near 

Torrecillas and at least 10 were seen in the visit to 

Saipina. 

Red-fronted Macaw  Ara rubrogenys   Various small groups were seen flying nearby and in 

the distance, some of the birds flew very close allowing 

outstanding views of them. A little later on I could 

heard them calling nearby, we went to look for them, 

finding several perched birds allowing scoping views. 

Mitred Parakeet  Aratinga mitrata  Up to hundreds every day in Refugio Los Volcanes, 

some 20 more in Saipina and the small group of 8 birds 

we saw along the road when traveling from Santa Cruz 

to Tambo. 

Blue-crowned Parakeet  Aratinga acuticaudata   A fairly common bird, up to 8 were seen at Viru Viru 

airport, heard in the Botanical Gardens, 8 in Saipina, 

some 20+ when along the drive from Tambo to Los 

Volcanes and one more near Los volcanes.  

Peach-fronted Parakeet Aratinga aurea At least some 10 birds were seen in Lomas de Arena, 

including those in the scope and at least 10 more in the 

way to Refugio Los Volcanes. 

Green-cheeked Parakeet  Pyrrhura molinae  At small group of 7 birds was seen inside forest in Los 

Volcanes. 

Blue-winged Parrotlet Forpus xanthopterygius A small group of three were seen in the Botanical 

Gardens. 

Yellow-chevroned Parakeet  Brotogeris chiriri  Some 20+ birds were seen in the Botanical gardens, 

some 20 more in front of Dona Alicia Bed and 

Breakfast and a few more along the road from Tambo 

to los Volcanes (6) and Saipina area (6). 

Cliff Parakeet  Myiopsitta luchsi At least some 30 birds were seen Saipina. 

Blue-headed Parrot  Pionus menstruus  A pair was seen at Los Volcanes in a daily basis and a 

pair more flew overhead at the Botanical Gardens. 

Scaly-headed Parrot Pionus maximiliani A pair was seen in the way from Tambo to los 

Volcanes, it was also heard at the Botanical Gardens. 

Red-billed Parrot Pionus sordidus Two birds were seen flying the Los Volcanes valley, 

almost in a daily basis. 
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Turquoise-fronted Amazon  Amazona aestiva  Two were only seen at the same cliff as for the endemic 

Cliff Parakeet, several others were seen in los Volcanes 

where a common bird (6-10 daily) and in the way from 

Monte Blanco to los Volcanes (6). 

Greater Ani  Crotophaga major   It was only heard at pond in the Botanical gardens. 

Smooth-billed Ani  Crotophaga ani  A common bird seen in Lomas de Arena (10), 

Botanical Gardens (10) and near Torecillas (20). 

Squirrel Cuckoo Piaya cayana  At least three were seen in the Botanical gardens and 

many heard in Los Volcanes. 

Striped Cuckoo  Tapera naevia  Heard only in Saipina. 

Dark-billed Cuckoo Coccyzus melacoryphus One single bird was seen in Lomas de Arena. This is an 

unusual record, especially for this site. 

Guira Cuckoo  Guira guira   Very common in the open country at Viru Viru (40). 

Scissor-tailed Nightjar Hydropsalis torquata  Outstanding views of two fully grown males and a 

female were obtained while the birds were displaying 

and chasing each other near Monte Blanco. Jennifer 

said she would like to see the tail better than the first 

time so I did playback one more time, one of the males 

sat on a short fence post allowing a second “tail view” 

and even some quick pictures taken.  

Burrowing Owl Athene cunicularia Several birds were seen in the open fields at the Viru 

Viru airport. 

Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl  Glaucidium brasilianum   One was seen inside forest only in the Botanical 

gardens as I was whistling it voice to attract other birds. 

White-collared Swift  Streptoprocne zonaris  A small group of 4 birds was seen flying over near 

monte Blanco and was also heard in Los Volcanes. 

White-tipped Swift  Aeronautes montivagus  A group of some 6 birds were seen when driving the 

side road up to Los Volcanes. 

Buff-bellied Hermit Phaethornis subochraceus It was only heard in los Volcanes forest. 

Sparkling Violetear Colibri coruscans A pair was seen in the lower part of the La Siberia 

cloud forest. 

Glittering-bellied Emerald  Chlorostilbon aureoventris  At least some 10 males and 1 female were seen near 

Saipina.  

Gilded Hummingbird  Hylocharis chrysura  I went to pay our entrance fee at the Botanical 

Gardens, when I turned around to join the group back; 

they were watching a Gilded Hummingbird feeding on 

some flowering bushes close to the main gate. 
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White-bellied Hummingbird  Amazilia chionogaster  Single birds in Saipina, Tambo and Los Volcanes, at 

least some 10 birds in Torrecillas and six more in the 

way from Tambo to Los Volcanes. 

Violet-throated Starfrontlet  Coeligena violifer Two were seen in our visit to the cloud forest of La 

Siberia.  

Red-tailed Comet  Sappho sparganura  A female like bird was seen above Torrecillas after in 

response to playback and a fully grown male was seen 

twice in the lower part of the La Siberia scrubby forest 

just below Torrecillas.  

Tyrian Metaltail  Metallura tyrianthina  A male was seen briefly only in the cloud forest of La 

Siberia.  

Blue-capped Puffleg Eriocnemis glaucopoides Two males and female were seen in the cloud forest of 

La Siberia.  

Blue-crowned Trogon  Trogon curucui  It was only heard in the Botanical Gardens but  a pair 

was seen in Refugio Los Volcanes. 

Crested Quetzal Pharomachrus antisianus A nice pair was seen after some whistle and soft 

playback right after lunch at La Siberia cloud forest. 

Some scope views with some branches in the way. 

Green Kingfisher  Chloroceryle Americana One single bird was seen in los Volcanes at the 

Amboro trail. 

Amazonian Motmot Momotus momota A pair was seen only in the Botanical Gardens. This 

species is part of the splits from the former Blue-

crowned Motmot. 

Spot-backed Puffbird  Nystalus maculatus  A pair from which one of the birds was holding an 

insect on its bill, therefore probably feeding chick, was 

seen at close range near Monte Blanco. Also heard in 

Saipina. 

White-eared Puffbird Nystalus chacuru One vocalized in Lomas de Arena and I made some 

playback allowing some good scopes views.  

Black-fronted Nunbird  Monasa nigrifrons One single bird was seen inside forest in the Botanical 

Gardens. 

Chestnut-tipped Toucanet Aulacorhynchus derbianus A pair was seen feeding from some fruiting tree close 

to the main cabins in los Volcanes. 

Chestnut-eared Aracari  Pteroglossus castanotis  Only heard at the Botanical gardens. 
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White-wedged Piculet  Picumnus albosquamatus  An aggressive pair showed up after playback in the 

botanical gardens. A pair was also seen near Torrecillas 

as I playback for White-barred Piculet (that would have 

been the more likely species) but a pair of White-

wedges answered strongly to it. 

Yellow-tufted Woodpecker  Melanerpes cruentatus  At least 4 were seen only in the Botanical gardens of 

Santa Cruz. 

White Woodpecker  Melanerpes candidus  It was only heard in the Botanical Gardens. 

White-fronted Woodpecker  Melanerpes cactorum  Two birds were seen near Saipina and a pair more near 

Monte Blanco. 

Little Woodpecker  Veniliornis passerinus  A pair was seen in the Botanical Gardens. 

Campo Flicker Colaptes campestris At least some six birds were seen at the Viru Viru 

airport. 

Green-barred Woodpecker Colaptes melanochloros One single bird was seen after playback in the Lomas 

de Arena and a pair more in Saipina. 

Red-necked Woodpecker  Campephilus rubricollis  The first bird of our last morning in Los Volcanes was 

a male that landed in the small trees close to the cabins. 

Chestnut-eared Aracari  Pteroglossus castanotis  It was only heard in the Botanical Gardens. 

Olivaceous Woodcreeper  Sittasomus griseicapillus  A pair was seen in Los Volcanes and at least 3 more in 

the Botanical Gardens. 

Buff-throated Woodcreeper  Xiphorhynchus guttatus  At least some 3 birds were seen in the Botanical 

Gardens. 

Tschudi's Woodcreeper     Xiphorhynchus 

chunchotambo 

This is a recent split from the Ocellated Tapaculo, It 

was only seen in the forest interior of Los Volcanes. 

Narrow-billed Woodcreeper  Lepidocolaptes 

anguistirostris  

One was seen at the Lomas de Arena park and one 

more in Saipina and at least some 10 more in the way 

from Tambo to Los Volcanes. 

Bolivian Earthcreeper  Upucerthia harterti  A very responsive bird to playback was seen at close 

range close to the Cliff Parakeet site. . 

Rufous Hornero Furnarius rufus  A common species in the Santa Cruz, Tambo 

Comarapa area, only missing from forested areas in Los 

Volcanes and La Siberia. 

Chotoy Spinetail Schoeniophylax phryganophila  A pair was seen displaying from atop of the nesting 

tree in response of playback at the Viru Viru airport 

area. 
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Sooty-fronted Spinetail Synallaxis frontalis Originally and wrongly identified by me as an Azara’s 

Spinetail, the primary vocalizations are so similar, than 

recalling the situation I did playback using the 

vocalization of an Azara’s Spinetail. the species are 

closely related but live in different habitats. I corrected 

myself based on my previous notes from the site.! A 

pair more was seen in the way from Monte Blanco to 

Los Volcanes. 

Plain-crowned Spinetail  Synallaxis gujanensis  I heard a bird singing away and we backtrack some 20 

minutes to try playback on it and one individual 

showed nicely on some dead branches piled at the edge 

of the road. 

Ochre-cheeked Spinetail Synallaxis scutatus One was seen after playback along the Los Volcanes 

road during our last morning exploring. 

Stripe-crowned Spinetail  Cranioleuca pyrrhophia  A pair was seen in the way from Saipina to Monte 

Blanco, in fact we were driving heading back, I heard 

the birds and made a special stop in the heat of the day 

to look for it, Later on another one was seen in the way 

from Monte Blanco to Los Volcanes.  

Rusty-vented Canastero  Asthenes dorbignyi  One single bird was seen near Torrecillas after the bird 

responded strongly to playback. 

Streak-fronted Thornbird  Phacellodomus striaticeps  A pair was seen close to the nest when I bother the 

birds a little using their song thus forcing them to 

vocalize and move. This was just behind the Monte 

Blanco area. 

Rufous-fronted Thornbird Phacellodomus rufifrons  A single bird sat on top of a gate in response of a 

playback game at the Lomas de Arena park. This bird is 

also known under the Common Thornbird name. 

Spot-breasted Thornbird  Phacellodomus maculipectus  A pair was seen at the forest limit in the Siberia Cloud 

Forest. 

Greater Thornbird  Phacellodomus ruber  A pair was seen in response of playback very close to 

the toll both facilities at the entrance of the Viru Viru 

airport.  

Bolivian Recurvebill  Simoxenops striatus  A pair was feeding in some bamboo stand, after much 

trying and some key playback some of the participants 

were able to see this rare endemic. 

Buff-fronted Foliage-Gleaner  Philydor rufus   One seen only in Los Volcanes after playback. 
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Gray-throated Leaftosser Sclerurus albigularis  [I heard one along the Los Volcanes road during our 

last day there, position the participants in the best place 

to see it and playback, the bird responded strongly but 

not everybody was able to see it well]. 

Streaked Xenops  Xenops rutilans  At least 3 birds were only seen in Los Volcanes. 

Barred Antshrike  Thamnophilus doliatus  A male was only seen in Lomas de Arena when the 

bird responded to playback. 

Rufous-capped Antshrike  Thamnophilus ruficapillus  A male was lure into playback near Saipina and one 

more near Torrecillas. 

Bolivian Slaty Antshrike  Thamnophilus sticturus  A nice pair was seen inside forest in the Botanical 

Gardens, first when they reacted at the Owl whistle and 

secondly when I got them closer with some playback. 

Variable Antshrike  Thamnophilus caerulescens  A pair was seen just along the road when I lured a pair 

into view using some playback technique. 

Plain Antvireo Dysithamnus mentalis It was only heard inside forest in Los Volcanes.   

Black-capped Antwren  Herpsilochmus atricapillus  Four pairs were seen in the Botanical Gardens and at 

least a pair more in Refugio Los Volcanes. 

Rufous-winged Antwren  Herpsilochmus 

rufimarginatus  

Only heard inside forest in Los Volcanes. 

White-backed Fire-Eye  Pyriglena leuconota  Despite all the attempts, it was only heard in Los 

Volcanes. 

Short-tailed Antthrush  Chamaeza campanisona  Heard only from inside forest in Los Volcanes. 

Rufous-faced Antpitta  Grallaria erythrotis  Several birds were singing inside forest in the Siberia 

forest but we weren´t able to see any of them. 

Trilling Tapaculo  Scytalopus parvirostris  Many birds were singing in the Siberia Forest and 

despite the various attempts to see it using playback I 

failed in getting it out on view. 

Bolivian Tapaculo Scytalopus bolivianus One bird was seen after playback inside forest in 

refugio los Volcanes. 

Olive-crowned Crescentchest  Melanopareia 

maximiliani  

A male was seen after playback in some second scrub 

just above the small town of Torrecillas. unfortunately 

not all of us were able to see it. 

 

Slaty Gnateater  Conopophaga ardesiaca  A nice male was seen at close range along the Los 

Volcanes, road. 
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White-tipped Plantcutter  Phytotoma rutila A few (3-4) were seen in Saipina and the Comarapa and 

Tambo dray forest. 

Sclater’s Tyrannulet Phyllomyias sclateri A small group of 3-4 birds were seen accompanying a 

mixed species flock in Refugio Los Volcanes. 

Tawny-rumped Tyrannulet Phyllomyias uropygialis A pair was seen after playback along the road side in 

the upper La Siberia cloud forest. 

Lesser Elaenia Elaenia chiriquensis An Elaenia that probably represented this species was 

seen in some cultivated area near saipina. Same place to 

wait for the Macaws.  

Greenish Elaenia Myiopagis viridicata A pair was seen only inside forest in the Botanical 

Gardens. 

Yellow-bellied Elaenia  Elaenia flavogaster  Two birds were seen in the entrance road to Lomas de 

Arena, after the birds responded to playback. 

White-crested Elaenia  Elaenia albiceps  A pair was seen near Torrecillas. 

Small-billed Elaenia  Elaenia parvirostris  One bird, referred to more likely this species was seen 

at some open area with few standing trees near the 

Viru Viru airport terminal building. 

Highland Elaenia  Elaenia obscura  A pair was seen close to Torrecillas. 

White-throated Tyrannulet  Mecocerculus leucophrys  Three were seen in the cloud forest of La Siberia. 

Yellow-billed Tit-Tyrant  Anairetes flavirostris  A nice pair was seen at close range in the second 

growth forest just below Torrecillas, I saw the birds in 

the distance but was able to lure them in after some 

playback. Most of the participants found this bird 

adorable. 

Southern Beardless-Tyrannulet  Camptostoma 

obsoletum  

After playback a bird was seen along the road inside 

the Lomas de Arena park. 

White-bellied Tyrannulet Serpophaga munda Three birds were seen while waiting for the Macaws to 

perform and two more were seen behind Monte 

Blanco. 

Mouse-colored Tyrannulet  Phaeomyias murina Two were seen near Saipina and a couple more near 

Monte Blanco, a couple more in the way from Monte 

Blanco to Los Volcanes. 

Greater Wagtail-Tyrant  Stigmatura budytoides  A fairly common bird in the dry deciduous scrub 

around Saipina (2) and Tambo (2) and a couple more in 

the way from Monte Blanco to Los Volcanes. 

Sepia-capped Flycatcher Leptopogon amaurocephalus A pair was seen only in Los Volcanes. 
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Pearly-vented Tody-Tyrant  Hemitriccus 

margaritaceiventer  -.  

One bird showed very well, not without much playback 

effort, along the Lomas de Arena entrance road. Pairs 

were seen also in Saipina, Tambo and heard along the 

road accessing los Volcanes 

Yellow-olive Flycatcher  Tolmomyias sulphurescens  A pair was seen in the Botanical Gardens in response 

to the Owl whistle and later on to playback. 

Ochre-faced Tody-Flycatcher Poecilotriccus  

plumbeiceps 

A pair was seen at close range, so close that we did not 

even needed binoculars.  

Cinnamon Flycatcher  Pyrrhomyias cinnamomea  A pair was seen accompanying a mixed species flock 

only in the Siberia Forest. 

Cliff Flycatcher  Hirundinea ferruginea  Three were seen in the open terrain near Saipina and a 

couple more along the way from Monte Blanco to los 

Volcanes. 

Bran-colored Flycatcher  Myiophobus fasciatus  A pair was only seen near Samipata while waiting for 

the Macaws. 

Euler's Flycatcher  Lathrotriccus euleri –. This species was only heard inside forest in Los 

Volcanes 

Fuscous Flycatcher Cnemotriccus fuscatus A pair was seen first when the birds responded to the 

Owl whistle and later on after playback inside forest in 

the Botanical Gardens. 

Western Wood-Pewee Contopus sordidulus One single bird was seen at the clearing by the dining 

room a brief minutes after the bird was vocalizing. 

Black Phoebe  Sayornis nigricans  One was seen near Saipina and one bird remained 

hunting in the grassland around the main cabins in Los 

Volcanes. 

 

White-winged Black-Tyrant  Knipolegus aterrimus   One single male was seen in the lower part of La 

Siberia near Torrecillas. 

Andean Tyrant Knipolegus signatus A bird was originally seen displaying way up a slope in 

the Siberia cloud forest, later on a pair was much closer 

to the road but still on the treetops. 

Spectacled Tyrant Hymenops perspicillatus A female of this Austral migrant species was seen only 

near Saipina. 

Yellow-browed Tyrant Satrapa icterophrys At least three birds were seen in the way from Monte 

Blanco to Los Volcanes, starting with a bird perched 

on a power pole by the bus on leaving Monte Blanco. 
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Streak-throated Bush-Tyrant Myiotheretes striaticollis One bird was seen and photographed very close to the 

main house in Los Volcanes. 

Rufous-breasted Chat-Tyrant  Ochthoeca rufipectoralis  At least three birds were seen in the road edge of the 

Siberia Cloud forest. 

Cattle Tyrant  Machetornis rixosus  At least 5 birds were seen at the Viru Viru airport 

parking place.  

Dusky-capped Flycatcher  Myiarchus tuberculifer  Two were seen in Refugio Los Volcanes and three 

more in La Siberia cloud Forest. 

Swainson's Flycatcher  Myiarchus swainsoni  Two were seen inside forest in the Botanical Gardens. 

Great Kiskadee  Pitangus sulphuratus  Four were seen in Saipina, heard in the  Botanical 

Gardens and a couple more in the way rom Monte 

Blanco to Los Volcanes. 

Golden-crowned Flycatcher  Myiodynastes 

chrysocephalus  

A pair was seen in Los Volcanes. 

Streaked Flycatcher  Myiodynastes maculates  One was seen in Lomas de Arena and pairs en the 

Botanical Gardens and Saipina, and at least three more 

ein Los Volcanes. 

 Variegated Flycatcher  Empidonomus varius One single bird was seen at the forest edge in Refugio 

Los Volcanes. 

Crowned Slaty-Flycatcher  Empidonomus 

aurantioatrocristatus  

One was seen near the Viru Viru airport building, six in 

Saipina and at least two more near Monte Blanco-

Tambo. Three were seen in Lomas de Arena others in 

the Botanical Gardens (6), along the road from 

Samipata to Tambo (8) and Saipina (4). 

Tropical Kingbird  Tyrannus melancholicus  Only not recorded from the cloud forest above 

Torrecillas. A common bird seen daily and ranging 

from a few (2-3) to several (10-15) a day. 

Eastern Kingbird Tyrannus tyrannus A pair was seen along the Lomas the Arena road and 

one single bird was seen in the Botanical Gardens of 

Santa Cruz. 

Fork-tailed Flycatcher  Tyrannus savanna  Six on the first day at the Viru Viru airport, six more 

along the Lomas de Arena road and one single bird in 

Saipina. 

Black-crowned Tityra Tityra inquisitor A pair was seen in the botanical Gardens. 

Masked Tityra Tityra semifasciata Single birds were seen when entering and leaving Los 

Volcanes. 
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Yungas Manakin  Chiroxiphia boliviana  One single male was seen inside forest in Los Volcanes. 

This was one of the main goal species for John who 

was looking for it the previous day, but without any 

luck due rain. 

Brown-chested Martin  Phaeoprogne tapera  One single bird was only seen at the Viru Viru airport. 

Blue-and-white Swallow  Notiochelidon cyanoleuca  Several were seen in Saipina (10) and a few (3-5) more 

seen in samaipata. 

Pale-footed Swallow  Notiochelidon flavipes  It was seen only in La Siberia Cloud Forest. Big groups 

(10-20) were flying overhead just along the road. This 

bird can be best told apart from Blue-and-white 

Swallows using vocalization, habitat and way of flying. 

Thrush-like Wren  Campylorhynchus turdinus  A pair was seen at the Viru Viru airport and one 

another pair in the Botanical Gardens. 

Moustached Wren  Thryothorus genibarbis  A common voice from Refugio Los Volcanes where 

heard many times and despites the many trying to look 

for, the bird remained only as a heard bird. 

Fawn-breasted Wren  Thryothorus guarayanus  At least 6 birds were seen inside forest in the Botanical 

Gardens. 

Southern House Wren  Troglodytes musculus  A common bird by voice and one or two were seen 

daily during the trip. 

Mountain Wren  Troglodytes solstitialis  A pair was seen in the forest edge at the Siberia Cloud 

Forest. 

Masked Gnatcatcher  Polioptila dumicola  A few were seen near Samipata (4). 

Swainson's Thrush  Catharus ustulatus  Several birds were seen in two different days in Los 

Volcanes. 

White-necked Thrush Turdus albicollis A pair was seen only inside forest in Refugio los 

Volcanes. 

Rufous-bellied Thrush  Turdus rufiventris Seen near Saipina (3) small numbers (2-4) hanging 

around the open area near the cabins in Los Volcanes. 

Creamy-bellied Thrush  Turdus amaurochalinus  It was a common bird seen at Lomas de Arena (1), in 

Tambo Mission School (20+), Saipina (8) and along the 

road from Samipata to Los Volcanes (1). 

Black-billed Thrush  Turdus ignobilis  At least 10 birds were seen only in the Botanical 

Gardens. 

Chalk-browed Mockingbird  Mimus saturninus  A pair was seen in the Lomas de Arena. 

 



Bolivia - Lowlands  Tour Report 

 

 

14  © Naturetrek     December 13 
 

Purplish Jay  Cyanocorax cyanomelas  A fairly common bird that was seen in forested areas 

throughout the trip only missing from La Siberia, 

Saipina and Torrecillas. 

Plush-crested Jay  Cyanocorax chrysops  It was a common bird in Los Volcanes, where seen in a 

daily basis (10 per day), a pair was also seen in the 

Botanical Gardens. 

Rufous-browed Peppershrike  Cyclarhis gujanensis  Only heard in Refugio Los Volcanes and Saipina. 

Red-eyed Vireo  Vireo olivaceus  Four were seen in the botanical gardens, four more in 

Los Volcanes and at least half a dozen more along the 

way from Tambo to Los Volcanes. 

Two-banded Warbler  Basileuterus bivittatus  Fairly common in the Refugio Los Volcanes forest 

where seen daily. 

Riverbank Warbler Basileuterus rivularus A pair was seen flying forth and back across one of the 

river bridges along the entrance road to Los Volcanes. 

Bananaquit Coereba flaveola A couple were seen in the way from Monte Blanco to 

Los Volcanes. 

Blue Dacnis  Dacnis cayana  A pair was seen several times near the trees close to the 

cabins, specially the flowering Inga sp. tree in front of 

the cabins. 

Chestnut-vented Conebill Conirostrum speciosum A pair was seen following a big bird flock only in Los 

Volcanes. 

Gray-bellied Flowerpiercer  Diglossa carbonaria  Two birds were seen in the Siberia second growth 

habitat we visited to get off the wind. 

Guira Tanager  Hemithraupis guira  A pair was seen inside forest in the botanical Gardens 

and also in Refugio Los Volcanes. 

Orange-headed Tanager Thlypopsis sordida A kind of a surprise was the presence of a pair of this 

species near Tambo, unfortunately the birds were not 

seen by everyone and they did not respond to playback. 

Saffron-crowned Tanager Tangara xanthocephala A group of six birds was seen following a mixed 

species flock in Los Volcanes in the first day there. 

Some 3 more in our last morning at Los Volcanes. 

Blue-browed Tanager  Tangara cyanotis  We were able to find three birds only in Los Volcanes 

forest where we even got lucky and watch them 

through the scope. 

Blue-and-yellow Tanager  Thraupis bonariensis  A few were seen in the dry forest around Saipina (4) 

and Tambo (4), Torrecillas (3) and along the way from 

Monte Blanco to Los Volcanes (8). 
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Sayaca Tanager  Thraupis sayaca  A common bird that was seen almost in a daily basis 

and in number ranging above dozen. 

Palm Tanager  Thraupis palmarum  Three pairs were only seen in Los Volcanes. 

Silver-beaked Tanager  Ramphocelus carbo  Seen only inside forest in the Jardin Botánico (2) and 

Los Volcanes (6). 

Black-goggled Tanager  Trichothraupis melanops  Up to 6 individuals were seen only in Los Volcanes 

forest.  

Chestnut-bellied Mountain-Tanager  Dubusia 

castaneoventris  

Only heard at La Siberia. 

Blue-winged Mountain-Tanager  Anisognathus 

flavinucha  

Only heard at La Siberia. 

Highland Hepatic Tanager Piranga lutea Only a male was seen near Saipina. Here regarded has a 

separated species from the North American 

counterpart the Hepatic Tanager.  

White-winged Tanager  Piranga leucoptera  It was only heard in Refugio Los Volcanes. 

Dull-colored Grassquit Tiaris obscura A pair were singing at the Cliff Parakeet site. In order 

to allow better views from some participants I made 

some playback, the birds were seen a little better but 

following they flew away and up the hill.  

Grayish Saltator  Saltator coerulescens  Three were only seen in Lomas de Arena.  

Golden-billed Saltator  Saltator aurantiirostris  Fairly common (30) in Saipina, also in Tambo (10) and 

Torrecillas (20). 

Black-backed Grosbeak  Pheucticus aureoventris  Four were seen in Saipina, two more near Monte 

Blanco and at least one more near Torecillas. 

Ultramarine Grosbeak  Cyanocompsa brissonii  Three were seen in the Los Negros area and one more 

in Saipina.  

White-bellied Seedeater  Sporophila leucoptera  Two males were seen only at the Viru Viru airport area. 

Ringed Warbling-Finch  Poospiza torquata  Up to four were seen at the Cliff Parakeet site, six more 

near Monte Blanco and two more near Torecillas. 

Black-capped Warbling-Finch  Poospiza melanoleuca   Four were seen near Saipina, four more near Monte 

Blanco and at least 6 more in the way from Monte 

Blanco to Los Volcanes. 

Rufous-sided Warbling-Finch  Poospiza hypochondria  A pair was seen in the second growth forest just below 

the small town of Torrecillas.  
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Black-and-rufous Warbling-Finch Poospiza whitii One single bird was seen just below Torrecillas. This 

species can be found under the English name of Black-

and-chestnut Warbling-Finch because of the two 

distinctive populations and the convoluted ruling of the 

priority on the common name. 

Rufous-collared Sparrow  Zonotrichia capensis  A common species in the Tambo-Comarapa-Siberia 

area. 

Fulvous-headed Brush-Finch  Atlapetes fulviceps  A pair of these handsome birds was attracted using 

playback seen in the lower part of La Siberia near 

Torrecillas.  

Great-Pampa-Finch  Embernagra platensis  One seen near Saipina and at least 6 more seen near 

Torrecillas. 

Band-tailed Seedeater  Catamenia analis  Despite it is a common bird we only saw three near 

Torrecillas. 

Wedge-tailed Grass-Finch  Emberizoides herbicola  Only one was seen in the grassy habitat of the Viru 

Viru airport. The bird was heard singing in the distance 

and I was able to locate it and scope it for the 

participants. 

Gray-crested Finch  Lophospingus griseocristatus  A pair was seen first in the way to Saipina a couple 

more near Torrecilas and at least 20 more in the way 

from Monte Blanco to Los Volcanes. 

Saffron-billed Sparrow  Arremon flavirostris  Only heard in the forest at Refugio Los Volcanes 

Red-crested Finch  Coryphospingus cucullatus  A female was briefly seen near Monte Blanco.  

Common Bush-Tanager  Chlorospingus ophthalmicus  A pair was seen in the Siberia cloud forest. 

Saffron Finch  Sicalis flaveola  A common bird from the deciduous and 

semideciduous forest. 

Tropical Parula  Parula pitiayumi  Two were seen in the Botanical Gardens and a few (1-

3) were seen every day in Los Volcanes. 

Masked Yellowthroat Geothlypis aequinoctialis Also known as Southern Yellowthroat. A male was 

very responsive to playback near Saipina. 

Spectacled Whitestart  Myioborus melanocephalus  A pair was only seen in La Siberia cloud forest. 

Brown-capped Whitestart  Myioborus brunniceps  Only three were seen in the lower second growth near 

Torrecillas. 

-Slate-throated Whitestart  Myioborus miniatus  One only seen in Los Volcanes. 

Pale-legged Warbler  Basileuterus signatus  Some 6 birds were seen in the Siberia cloud forest. 
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Two-banded Warbler  Basileuterus bivittatus  Fairly common voice in the Refugio Los Volcanes 

forest where we saw almost 10 of them. 

Golden-crowned Warbler  Basileuterus culicivorus  Three were only seen inside forest in the Botanical 

Gardens.  

Crested Oropendola  Psarocolius decumanus  Numerous in the Botanical Gardens (10) and in Los 

Volcanes from 10-20 in a daily basis. 

Dusky-green Oropendola  Psarocolius atrovirens  A pair was seen inside forest only in Los Volcanes. 

Solitary Black Cacique Cacicus solitaries One single bird was seen at the Forest edge in the 

Botanical Gardens. 

Orange-backed Troupial Icterus croconotus One of the last birds from the first day in Lomas de 

Arena, was singing from a distance from the road, only 

a few participants saw it.  

Epaulet Oriole Icterus cayanensis  A single bird was seen along the walk behind Monte 

Blanco and again one more along the drive from 

Monte Blanco to Refugio Los Volcanes. 

Chopi Blackbird  Gnorimopsar chopi  Common (30) in the Viru Viru airport and Lomas de 

Arena, a few more (10) and many more along the drive 

from Tambo to Los Volcanes. 

Chestnut-capped Blackbird Agelaius ruficapillus A pair was only seen near Saipina, the birds were 

seating on top of a bushy tree in the same marshy area 

where we saw the Plumbeous Rail.  

Bolivian Blackbird Oreopsar bolivianus A flock of the endemic Bolivian Blackbird was seen 

from the bus. The birds were singing from the low 

bushes and the ground close to the road near the Cliff 

Parakeet site. 

Bay-winged Cowbird Agelaioides badius A small group of 4 were seen close to Monte Blanco, 

numerous near Torecillas (50) and at least some 50 

more along the drive from Monte Blanco to Los 

Volcanes 

Giant Cowbird Scaphidura oryzivora A pair was only seen in the Botanical Gardens where 

the birds flew overhead. 

Shiny Cowbird  Molothrus bonariensis  Small numbers (2-4) were seen in the Botanical 

Gardens, Torrecillas, Saipina and Samaipata. 

White-browed Blackbird  Leistes superciliaris  One single male was seen only at the Viru Viru airport. 

Blue-naped Chlorophonia  Chlorophonia cyanea  Despite the bird was heard many times, fred was the 

only one that was able to see it in one of his solitary 

walks. 
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Bronze-green Euphonia Euphonia mesochrysa A male was seen during our last morning in los 

Volcanes. 

Purple-throated Euphonia  Euphonia chlorotica  A pair was seen along the Lomas de Arena Road, three 

more in Saipina and a female was seen in the way from 

Monte Blanco to Los Volcanes. 

Thick-billed Euphonia Euphonia laniirostris A pair was seen only in Los Volcanes and in two 

different days. 

Golden-rumped Euphonia Euphonia cyanocephala A pair was seen along the forest edge only in Los 

Volcanes. 

Hooded Siskin  Carduelis magellanica  Three birds were seen in the Torrecillas area. This 

species was unusually very common in Los Volcanes 

where there was a group of at least some 30-40 birds in 

the open grounds close to the cabins. 

House Sparrow  Passer domesticus  A common bird from inhabited areas, cities and towns 

throughout the trip. 

 


