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Days 1 & 2 Friday 10th and Saturday 11th August

Inbound to Sao Paulo; en route to Cuiaba; Mae Bonifacia Park, Cuiaba

Weather: Sunny and warm/hot, low humidity until dusk when a bit sticky.

Everyone converged on Paris CDG airport during the evening of the 10th for an overnight Air France flight to 

Sao Paulo where Mario and I were waiting. All gathered at arrivals by 07.30 and soon after 09.00 we were 

airborne again and landed at Cuiaba (via Campo Grande) having flown over the vast expanse of the Pantanal en 

route. 

A short bus ride delivered us to the Matto Grosso Palace Hotel in downtown Cuiaba where there was time for a 

wash and change after the long journey. We then set off to a nearby Churrascaria restaurant for lunch. 

Back at the hotel there was time for a short rest before most opted for a visit to nearby Mae Bonifacia Park for a 

little introductory birding. In the couple of hours before darkness fell we enjoyed some excellent views of 

Pantanal Marmosets here, one of the best places to see this very localised primate anywhere. 

Avian highlights included Red-crested Finch, Pearly-vented Tody Flycatcher and a showy Common Pauraque at 

dusk amongst several other species that would become familiar sights in the coming days. We returned to the 

hotel in plenty of time to freshen up before dinner. 
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Day 3 Sunday 12th August

En route to Rio Claro, Pantanal, Rio Claro boat safari

Weather: bright and sunny throughout, rather hot in the middle of the day but with low humidity.

After breakfast we loaded up the bus and set off south at the start of our Pantanal adventure at 07.00. Brief stops 

were made to view Red-legged Seriemas, Greater Rheas and Burrowing Owls but after a couple of hours we 

reached Pocone, gateway to the Pantanal. Soon after the surfaced road gave way to the Transpantaneira - a raised 

dirt track that bisects the northern Pantanal - and facilitates access deep into this once impenetrable wetland. 

Within no time we were seeing massed ranks of wetland birds along the roadside, including our first Rufescent 

Tiger Herons and Jabirus and dozens of Snail Kites. Yellow-billed Cardinals, Silver-beaked Tanagers and Bay-

headed Cowbirds were in the bushes and trees and after passing through the gate that marks the start of the 

Pantanal proper (where a couple of Hyacinth Macaws performed a welcoming fly-past) we spent an hour in a 

particularly rich area soaking in the huge gatherings of Herons and Egrets, Storks and Limpkins and many others 

as Yellow-billed and Large-billed Terns flew around and Kingfishers of three species lined the roadside. 

A short while later we pulled up next to a small grove of trees near a café where four Hyacinth Macaws, the 

signature bird of the Pantanal, performed to perfection. We arrived at our riverside lodge, Poussada Rio Claro, in 

time for lunch. 

After a rest period through the hottest part of the day, during which there was plenty of activity at the feeders to 

keep the indefatigable happy, we set off in two boats to explore the Rio Claro upstream of the lodge at 16.00. 

Ringed and Amazon Kingfishers were conspicuous as we went along, Jabirus stood a few feet away on the 

shoreline and most people got glimpses of Giant River Otters with some also seeing a Sunbittern briefly. As dusk 

fell Band-tailed Nighthawks appeared overhead in good numbers and Mario picked out a Blackish Nightjar or 

two 

Day 4 Monday 13th August

Rio Claro, Pantanal 

Weather: bright and sunny throughout, rather hot in the middle of the day, low humidity.

Our first full day in the Pantanal commenced with a 05.30 dawn excursion to scrub and trees just to the east of 

the Poussada. In two hours before breakfast particular highlights were Pale-crested and Lineated Woodpeckers, 

Pale-legged Hornero and Narrow-billed Woodcreeper but bird activity was high and a large number of other 

species were also seen, as were more Pantanal Marmosets. 

After breakfast we spent a couple of hours exploring the arid Cerrado habitat along the entrance track where 

Aplomado Falcon, Chotoy Spinetail, Rufous-fronted Thornbird and Rusty-collared Seedeater and many others 

performed well before we retreated to the cool of the Poussada for drinks, lunch and a siesta, though some 

couldn’t resist a dip in the pool. 

By 16.00 the temperature was dropping nicely and we set off in the bus towards the Transpantaneira but soon 

stopped to admire an obliging Red-and-Green Macaw. While watching this we were treated to a succession of 

good birds that included numerous Blue-throated Piping Guans, Chestnut-bellied Guans and Chaco Chachalacas 
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in flowering trees, Blue-tufted Starthroat, Golden-Green and Little Woodpeckers, a couple of Blue-winged 

Macaws flew by. 

A little further on an Undulated Tinamou gave us a bit of a run-around but most got a glimpse. As darkness fell 

Mario began spotlighting along the Transpantaneira and during the next hour or so some got glimpses, or longer

looks, at Crab-eating Fox, Crab-eating Raccoon, Tamandua and Boat-billed Heron.

Day 5 Tuesday 14th August

Rio Claro, Pantanal 

Weather: bright and sunny throughout, rather hot in the middle of the day, low humidity.

This morning the bus took us back along the entrance track on our pre-breakfast excursion from where we 

walked part way back to the Poussada before being picked again. Highlights included a couple of obliging 

Hyacinth Macaws and a pair of Great Rufous Woodcreepers with a small group of Marsh Deer being seen from 

the bus just as we approached the Poussada.

After breakfast another walk produced Streaked Xenops, Rufous Casiornis, Little Woodpecker and Matto 

Grosso Antbird among several other birds and a Common Parrot Snake took a photo-call before we retuned to 

the Poussada as the temperature rose and cold drinks or the swimming pool beckoned. At 15.00 we set off on 

another boat excursion; undoubted highlight this evening being a close encounter with a family of Giant River 

Otters comprising 10 or more individuals. Avian highlight was a very obliging Sunbittern, one of two seen, but 

Bare-faced Curassows at point blank range were also notable and Band-tailed Nighthawks again rounded off the 

day with a fine display.

Day 6 Wednesday 15th August

En route to Porto Jofre

Weather: bright and sunny throughout, very hot in the middle of the day, more humid but not oppressively so.

After breakfast we packed up the bus and began a leisurely day long journey deeper into the Pantanal that 

concluded at Porto Jofre where the Transpantaneira ends at the Rio Cuiaba. Prior to a lunch break at the Jaguar 

Ecolodge several fairly short stops were made to see roadside birds or at patches of gallery woodland along the 

way. Black-backed Water Tyrant and Scarlet-headed Blackbirds were early additions to the list, Blue-crowned 

Trogons and a Ferruginous Pygmy Owl and a couple of Southern Screamers were particularly showy and 

numerous Capybaras and Spectacled Caiman were seen as Black-collared Hawks and other raptors lined the 

roadside. We travelled slowly with our eyes peeled for anything new or interesting and stopped when necessary. 

Just before lunch a short walk near the Jaguar Ecolodge produced a Capped Heron and others but even more 

surprising, given the remoteness of the place, was the huge chocolate cake that appeared for dessert!

The final leg of the journey to Porto Jofre was punctuated by stops at particularly rich wetland patches where 

countless waterbirds included nesting Maguari Storks and Jabirus, masses of Limpkins, Herons and Egrets and a 

new Kingfisher in the shape of a diminutive American Pygmy that showed very well. A stop at a small patch of 
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mature trees gave us prolonged views of a family of Great Horned Owls before we arrived at Porto Jofre at 

16.30. Mario designated the rest of the day a free period but most found themselves exploring the birdy hotel 

grounds where Nacunda Nighthawks were roosting on a lake shore before hawking around as dusk approached 

and a couple of Hyacinth Macaws flew over.

Day 7 Thursday 16th August

Porto Jofre/ Rio Cuiaba, Pantanal

Weather: bright and sunny throughout, very hot in the middle of the day.

All morning was spent exploring the Rio Cuiaba and its tributaries by boat. Naturally, much attention was 

focused on searching for Jaguars but in the event none was seen, though new birds included Streamer-tailed 

Tyrant, Pied Lapwings, Black Skimmers and others. During lunch the manager of the hotel announced that we 

could have another boat ride in the evening if we wished and most took that option while others chose to spend 

some time in the rich habitats within walking distance of the hotel where Nacunda Nighthawks and Hyacinth 

Macaws were photogenic. 

Back out on the river some time was spent admiring Capped Herons perched in treetops but just as we were 

about to turn around and head back towards Porto Jofre another boat appeared and informed us of a Jaguar a 

little further on. Racing to the spot we soon found ourselves watching a Jaguar watching us from the riverbank 

about 50 metres away, it remained in good view for over a minute before disappearing into the undergrowth. 

Mario did some spotlighting on the return journey after dark with a Pauraque the main return but many chose to 

just sit back and enjoy a spectacularly starry sky while basking in our good fortune.

Day 8 Friday 17th August

En route to Chapada dos Guimaraes

Weather: bright and sunny throughout, very hot in the middle of the day.

Today we retraced our route along the Transpantaneira and beyond and in the early evening drove up onto the 

high plateau beyond Cuiaba for a two night stay at Poussada Penhasco on the edge of Chapada dos Guimaraes 

National Park.

In the cool of the morning we made an extended stop in a well wooded area a few km north of Porto Jofre 

where Black-tailed Tityra, White-wedged Piculet and Buff-breasted Wren were notable but even more so the 

Cream-coloured Woodpecker that posed for the scope and was well out of its normal range. 

We stopped again to look at the Great Horned Owl family and also saw White-lored Spintetails and others while 

doing so. Soon after, a short diversion took us to an abandoned research station where half an hour of birding 

produced Rufous Casiornis, Brown-crested Flycatcher and others. 

As the temperature was now rising we pressed on quickly north and arrived at the small café and grove of trees 

where we had seen Hyacinth Macaws several days earlier. We ate our packed lunches here and enjoyed great 
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views of a stunning Red-crested Cardinal and a Whistling Heron while doing so, though no Macaws were around 

today. 

Pressing on we made good time and soon found ourselves heading north on surfaced roads, skirting Cuiaba and 

approaching a much hillier landscape beyond. We arrived at Poussada Penhasco in time to appreciate the 

fantastic setting, and a Burrowing Owl, before the light soon began to fade.

Day 9 Saturday 18th August

Chapada dos Guimaraes area

Weather: rather cool and very misty around dawn, bright sunny and warm later, dry.

Misty conditions hampered our attempts to find birds near the Poussada Restaurant after an early breakfast but a 

female Helmeted Manakin and a couple of Saffron-billed Sparrows were some return for our efforts. 

Leaving the escarpment edge we were relieved to find the mist soon dissipated and enjoyed three hours of 

excellent birding in an area of secondary cerrado a couple of km beyond the town. Within a few minutes we had 

notched up White-rumped Tanagers and Coal-crested Finches and as we walked slowly along the road other 

notables included Chapada Flycatchers (only described to science in 2001), Pearl Kites, Burrowing Owls, 

Rufous-winged Antshrike and Black-throated Saltators. 

Back at the Poussada those who chose to carry on birding near the restaurant before lunch were treated to a feast 

of birds with pride of place going to a superb male Helmeted Manakin while the supporting cast included Grey-

headed, White-lined and Silver-beaked Tanagers, Rufous-winged Antwren and White-bellied Warbler.

At 15.00 we set off again and soon found ourselves in a small wooded valley that was alive with birds. New birds 

found there in an hour and a half included Olivaceous, Black-banded and Straight-billed Woodcreepers, Guira 

Tanager, Blue Dacnis, Festive Coquette, Short-tailed Hawk and several others but pride of place went to a party 

of spectacular Yellow-tufted Woodpeckers that performed perfectly for several minutes. 

Just after 17.00 we arrived at the National Park gate at Veu de Noiva to be told that opening times had changed 

and we were too late to get in, Mario had a word with the manager and we were soon on our way down to the 

waterfall area where several groups of Biscutate Swifts soared and swooped over the spectacular landscape and a 

couple of perched Bat Falcons showed well. 

Day 10 Sunday 19th August

Chapada dos Guimaraes area and en route to Cuiaba

Weather: bright, sunny and warm

Dawn was thankfully clear and bright and the trees around the restaurant at Poussada Penhasco provided some 

excellent birding in the hour or so before breakfast. Helmeted Manakin showed well again but Swallow and 

Black-faced Tanagers, Scaled Pigeons, Planalto Slaty Antshrike and Red-legged Honeycreepers were all new. 
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After breakfast we returned to Veu de Noiva for the morning where a flowering tree at the car park formed the 

centre of attention for those who chose not to go sightseeing or hiking around the waterfall area. New 

Hummingbirds in this one tree included Glittering-bellied Hummingbird, White-vented Violet-ear, Amethyst 

Woodstar and Horned Sungem with a supporting cast of Burnished-buff, Black-faced, Hepatic and Swallow 

Tanagers while nearby Curl-crested Jays, Plumbeous Seedeater and Crested Black Tyrant added further variety. A 

Swallow-tailed Kite flew over, the precursor of a couple more that prompted a stop as we returned to the 

Poussada for lunch. 

At 14.00 we packed up the bus and retraced our route to Cuiaba for a nights stay prior to an early flight to 

Iguazu the next day. A roadside stop allowed everyone some excellent views of a perched Laughing Falcon and 

as we descended from the escarpment another stop saw everyone disembark to view, and rescue, a large snake 

crossing the road. While here a small party of Swallow-tailed Kites put on a fabulous display right overhead. 

One final stop at a small café gave us Cliff Flycatcher for our list before we pressed onto the plain below and 

moored south to Cuiaba in time to do our packing before heading out to another Churrascaria restaurant for a 

final meal in Matto Grosso.

Day 11 Monday 20th August

En route to Iguazu

Weather: dry and bright, rather cold at Iguazu (<14C) 

An early start was required to catch our 06.30 flight to Brasilia from where, a couple of hours later, we took 

another plane to Foz do Iguazu via Curitiba, arriving a little late at 15.00. Mario’s colleague Patricia met us at the 

airport and oversaw the paperwork as we soon crossed the border into a decidedly chilly Argentina, which has 

much more accessible forest than the Brazilian side, for a four night stay at the Margay Hotel on the outskirts of 

Puerto Iguazu. 

By 16.40 we were out in the field and took a walk along the roads through forest remnants and Guaraní Indian 

communities behind the hotel. This produced several new birds in the shape of Red-rumped Caciques, Plush-

crested Jays, Ruby-crowned Tanagers and Violaceous Euphonias while Great Dusky Swifts soared overhead.

Day 12 Tuesday 21st August

Iguazu: Macuco Trail and Fall (Argentina)

Weather: dry and sunny, cold/ frosty at dawn but warm later, a little humid in the afternoon near the falls.

As the National Parks at Iguazu do not open until 08.00 we had a leisurely breakfast and arrived at the start of 

the Sendero Macuco Trail soon after 08.15. The whole of the morning was then spent slowly walking this very 

productive 4km trail. Early highlights came in the form of a group of lekking White-bearded Manakins and a 

host of new species then followed that included good looks at Rufous Gnateaters, Ochre-breasted and Black-
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capped Foliage Gleaners, Southern Antpipits, Swallow-tailed Manakins, Sirystes, Blond-crested Woodpecker and 

Surucua Trogons, quite a haul!. 

Packed lunches were delivered to us at the end of the trail, where a small waterfall was viewed, before we drove 

the short distance to the Sheraton Hotel where trails overlooking the waterfalls begin. The group then split, most 

joining Mario and Patricia on an exploration of the trails above the falls and the rest accompanying me back to 

the Macuco Trail.  

Birding was slower than in the morning, as is often the case, but a fruiting tree along the Macuco Trail was 

watched for some time and yielded Spot-billed Toucanets, Magpie Tanagers and a pair of impressive Robust 

Woodpeckers, several more Surucua Trogons were seen and some had a chance encounter with a Brown 

Tinamou along the trail. Those who visited the waterfalls marvelled at the spectacle but also found our first 

Black-throated Trogons and Yellow-fronted Woodpeckers. Regrouping at the Sheraton car park we watched 

Campo Flickers and others on lawns that were well maintained by a contingent of Brazilian Guinea-pigs.  

Day 13 Wednesday 22nd August

Iguazu: Jacaratia Trail, Macuco Trail and Fall (Argentina)

Weather: dry and sunny, warmer, rather hot and humid in the afternoon.

Early risers were treated to Green-headed Tanagers and others in a fruiting palm at the front of the Margay 

Hotel. The morning was devoted to exploration of the Jacaratia Trail in the National Park and proved just as 

rewarding as the Macuco Trail though activity died down a little earlier in the warmer conditions. Particular 

highlights were a very diminutive Eared Pygmy-tyrant, a couple of giant Robust Woodpeckers, Tanagers 

including Green-headed and Orange-headed, Yellow Tyrants, Swallow-tailed and White-bearded Manakins, 

Chestnut-bellied Euphonia and  many others.

After lunch at the rather nice restaurant at the park Visitors Centre the group again divided with most opted to 

take a short train ride to view the falls while the rest returned to the Macuco Trail. Views of the falls were 

deemed even more spectacular than yesterday as the train delivered everyone to the main cataract known as the 

Devil’s mouth and the Macuco Trail came up trumps with an obliging Rusty-breasted Nunlet, several Blackish-

blue seedeaters and other birds and an opossum species was also seen rummaging in the leaf litter.  Back at the 

hotel there was just time for some to see a Blue-tufted Starthroat in the garden

Day 14 Thursday 23rd August

Iguazu: El Timbo Road and Humingbird garden (Argentina)

Weather: dry and sunny, rather hot in the middle of the day.

We spent the morning walking along the productive El Timbo Road for about 5km. Early highlights included 

Sao Paulo Tyrannulet, Scaly-headed and Red-spectacled Parrots, Ochre-faced Tody-Flycatcher and many others. 

Closer to the ranger station a more open area yielded several Long-tailed Tyrants and a group of spectacular 

Yellow-fronted Woodpeckers while a nearby feeding flock contained our first Purple-throated Euphonias and a 
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Checkered Woodpecker. Beyond the ranger station some of the Antshrikes we had been searching for several 

days eventually appeared with Spot-backed and Tufted both performing, in the same area some decent views of a 

Spotted Bamboo-wren were a bonus. 

After a packed lunch at the ranger station we returned to the hotel for a short rest before visiting a 

Hummingbird Garden in Puerto Iguazu where a couple of hours were spent enjoying the comings and goings of 

numerous Black Jacobins, Gilded Hummingbirds and Versicolored Emeralds with occasional appearances by 

Black-throated Mangos, White-throated Hummingbirds and a brief Plovercrest. Other species attracted to the 

feeders included Violaceous and Chestnut-bellied Euphonias, Blue Dacnises, Blue-naped Chlorophonias and 

several Bananaquits. 

Day 15 Friday 24th August

Iguazu National Park, Brazil

Weather: dry and sunny, rather hot in the middle of the day, humid near the falls in the afternoon.

After breakfast we packed up the bus and departed Argentina for a day on the Brazil side of the falls. Iguazu 

National park in Brazil is rather more heavily visited and commercialised than its Argentine equivalent, hence our 

concentration on the Argentine side for most of our stay, but it also offers by far the best views of the falls. 

Despite lacking an accessible trail system we were, with a little patience, able to find many birds along the main 

road while also enjoying truly impressive views of the falls from various perspectives along the road and viewing 

trails and platforms. An early highlight came in the shape of two showy Red-breasted Toucans that shared a 

fruiting tree with Toco Toucans; later on these were joined by some Chestnut-eared Aracaris. Those who had 

missed Green-headed Tanagers earlier caught up with a very obliging group in roadside trees and further 

highlights included several Tropical Parulas before lunch at the park restaurant. 

During the afternoon several of the group opted for a boat trip at the falls while the rest slowly made their way 

back along the road or trails. A small feeding flock near the restaurant contained both Purple-throated and 

Violaceous Euphonias while a Common Tody-flycatcher was new for the list. 

Opposite the fruiting tree where the Toucans came and went a flurry of activity resulted in the discovery of 

Variable Antshrike, Streak-crowned Antwren and Plain Antvireo amongst others and soon after a Blond-crested 

woodpecker put on a show. After a last look at the amazing falls we returned to the park entrance and regrouped 

with the party who had been on boats before transferring the short distance to the Carima Hotel. 

Those who ventured out before darkness fell were rewarded with several Plumbeous Rails on a pool behind the 

hotel. A final evening meal together was accompanied by several bottles of the red wine (the high quality, and 

low price, of which was commented on throughout the tour) before we retired in anticipation of a long travelling 

day (or two) ahead. 
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Day 16 & 17 Saturday 25th and Sunday 26th August

En route to Sao Paulo and inbound to Europe

Weather: dry, bright sunny and hot in Sao Paulo

Domestic airline schedules dictated an early start to catch a 05.30 flight to Sao Paulo from where our return 

flight to Paris left late afternoon. Arriving at Sao Paulo pretty much on time we had much of the day to wait for 

the onward connection but the airport was far more pleasant than most and a couple of turns around the well 

wooded car park helped to pass the time by producing a fair selection of birds including only our second White-

barred Piculet and Orange-headed Tanagers of the tour and we took final looks at a small selection of Tanagers 

and others. A large Hummingbird that flew off into the distance was very likely Swallow-tailed but didn’t return 

to be scrutinised.  The flight to Paris left on time and everyone settled in for a night over the Atlantic.
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Species Accounts

Birds

Species order, taxonomy and nomenclature follows the Brazilian Ornithological Records Committee (CBRO) list 

available online at:  http://www.cbro.org.br/CBRO/map.htm

In turn, this list is informed by decisions made by the South American Classification Committee (SACC) of the 

American Ornithologists' Union: http://www.museum.lsu.edu/~remsen/SACCBaseline.html

Species in square brackets are not included in the species total either because they were not seen by any group 

members (also marked LO for leader(s) only), because the identification was no established beyond doubt or 

because they were heard only. Species marked NL (not leaders) were not seen by either Mario or myself.

NON-PASSERINES

RHEIDAE (Rheas)

Greater Rhea Rhea americana

Eight were noted between Cuiaba and Pocone as we approached the Pantanal; luckily we stopped to have a look 

as surprisingly no more were then seen

TINAMIDAE (Tinamous)

Brown Tinamou Crypturellus obsoletus

One was seen along the Macuco Trail at Iguazu  

Undulated Tinamou Crypturellus undulatus 

One was seen briefly along the entrance road to Poussada Rio Claro; several more were heard but not seen in the 

Pantanal  

ANHIMIDAE (Screamers)

Southern Screamer Chauna torquata

About 20 of these very strange birds (looking like a cross between a Goose and an Eagle!) were recorded in the 

Pantanal  

ANATIDAE (Ducks, Geese and Swans)

Fulvous Whistling-duck Dendrocygna bicolor

A couple were spotted from the moving bus on the Transpantaneira (NL) 

Black-bellied Whistling-duck Dendrocygna autumnalis

In total about 30 were seen in the Pantanal, often just from the passing bus although a couple of groups were 

seen well

Muscovy Duck Cairina moschata

About 25 in the Pantanal were followed by one at Iguazu 

Brazilian Teal Amazonetta brasiliensis

Two were seen very briefly in the Pantanal  
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CRACIDAE (Guans, Chachalacas and allies)

Chaco Chachalaca Ortaliscani collis

Quite common in the Pantanal, especially in the vicinity of Rio Claro where they formed a rather noisy dawn 

chorus at the Poussada, often joined other cracids feeding in flowering trees

Rusty-margined Guan Penelope superciliaris

Three were seen briefly on the Macuco Trail at Iguazu

Chestnut-bellied Guan Penelope ochrogaster

Fairly common in the Pantanal were up to 100 were seen in total, especially near Rio Claro; many joined Chaco 

Chachalacas and Blue-throated Piping Guans feeding in flowering trees

Blue-throated Piping Guan Aburria cumanensis

Good numbers were found in the Pantanal around Rio Claro where up to six together could sometimes be seen 

feeding in flowing trees. At least one individual was of the Red-throated form cujubi which some regard as a 

separate species (Red-throated Piping Guan) but there appears to be no sharp boundary between northern 

blue-throated and southern red-throated populations and they are probably best maintained as subspecies Black-

fronted Piping-Guan Aburria jacutinga One was seen in the grounds of the Sheraton Hotel at Iguazu (NL)

Bare-faced Curassow Crax fasciolata In total over 30 of these striking birds were seen in the Pantanal. Several 

showed very well indeed, including a pair that foraged unconcernedly on the shoreline just a few feet away from 

our boats on the Rio Claro  

PHALACROCORACIDAE (Cormorants)

Neotropic Cormorant Phalacrocorax brasilianus

Quite common in the Pantanal where several hundred were seen; smaller numbers were at Iguazu Falls  

ANHINGIDAE (Anhingas)

Anhinga Anhinga anhinga

Up to 30 per day were seen in the Pantanal with a handful at Iguazu and a couple over Chapada dos Guimaraes

ARDEIDAE (Herons and Egrets)

Rufescent Tiger-heron Tigrisoma lineatum

Pleasantly common in the wetter areas of the Pantanal where up to 30 per day were seen

Boat-billed Heron Cochlearius cochlearius

A total of eight were recorded in the Pantanal

Black-crowned Night-heron Nycticorax nycticorax

At least 50 were seen in the Pantanal

Striated Heron Butorides striata

Well over 100 were noted in the Pantanal

Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis

Fairly common and widespread, seen in all areas

Cocoi Heron Ardea cocoi

Very common in the Pantanal where up to 50 per day were easily seen, a couple more were at Iguazu

Great Egret Ardea alba

Common in the Pantanal with gatherings of up to 100 at a couple of places
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Whistling Heron Syrigma sibilatrix

After a couple of brief encounters this scarce species finally gave itself up at our final lunch stop in the Pantanal 

when one performed well on the edge of a small pond behind a roadside café

Capped Heron Pilherodius pileatus

Most of the ten or so seen where rather fleeting but one near the Jaguar Ecolodge and a couple during our 

evening boat trip from Porto Jofre showed very well

Snowy Egret Egretta thula

Common in the Pantanal where most wet areas held several bird

Little Blue Heron Egretta caerulea

Singles were seen on three occasions in the Pantanal

THRESKIORNITHIDAE (Spoonbills and Ibises)

White-faced Ibis Plegadis chihi

Noted south of Pocone just as we began to reach the first wet areas of the Pantanal (NL)  

Green Ibis Mesembrini biscayennensis

Large numbers were seen flying to roost over Mae Bonifacia Park in Cuiaba where a couple posed for the scope; 

thereafter there were occasional encounters with small numbers in the Pantanal

Bare-faced Ibis Phimosusin fuscatus

Up to 30 were seen in wetter parts of the Pantanal

Plumbeous Ibis Theristicus caerulescens

At least thirty were seen in the Pantanal where some gave excellent views

Buff-necked Ibis Theristicus caudatus

About 50 were seen in the Pantanal and included a very obliging pair right next to Poussada Rio Claro that posed 

for photos during one lunch break

Roseate Spoonbill Platalea ajaja

About 20 were recorded in the Pantanal

CICONIDAE (Storks)

Maguari Stork Ciconia maguari

Fairly common in the wetter parts of the Pantanal where many were nesting

Jabiru Jabiru mycteria

Seeing this declining species in most parts of its range is normally something of a chore but not in the Pantanal 

where they are genuinely common. Up to 30 per day were noted and several active nests were seen, often right 

alongside the Transpantaneira. One loitered near the kitchen door at Porto Jofre until the staff appeared and 

threw it fish scraps!

Wood Stork Mycteria americana

Common in the Pantanal   

CATHARTIDAE (New World Vultures)

Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura

Regularly encountered everywhere we went

Lesser Yellow-headed Vulture Cathartes burrovianus

About half of the positively identified Cathartes Vultures in the Pantanal were this species, a couple were seen 

elsewhere 
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Black Vulture Coragyps atratus

Common and widespread, one of the most frequently seen species on the tour  

ACCIPITRIDAE (Eagles, Hawks and allies)

Swallow-tailed Kite Elanoides forficatus

Seven were recorded near Chapada dos Guimaraes, several gave superb views; always a favourite!

Pearl Kite Gampsonyx swainsonii

Two showed very well on roadside wires near Chapada dos Guimaraes  

Snail Kite Rostrhamus sociabilis

Very common in wetter parts of the Pantanal where up to 50 were simultaneously visible at times! Up to 10 were 

at Iguazu falls  

Crane Hawk Geranospiza caerulescens

Three encounters in the Pantanal included one perched on a bridge just a few feet in front of the bus and a 

couple more in flight

Great Black-hawk Buteogallus urubitinga

About 15 were noted at the Pantanal

Savanna Hawk Heterospizias meridionalis

Almost 100 were seen in the Pantanal, including several attending nests

Black-collared Hawk Busarellus nigricollis

Quite common in the Pantanal where over 30 were recorded, during our final boat trip on the Rio Claro two 

swooped down to collect fish thrown to them by our boatmen

Roadside Hawk Rupornis magnirostris

At least two or three were seen daily with somewhat larger numbers in the Pantanal

 Gray Hawk Buteo nitidus

One was identified at the Margay Hotel, Puerto Iguazu one evening (NL) 

Short-tailed Hawk Buteo brachyurus

Singles were over the wooded valley near Chapada dos Guimaraes and two were seen at Iguazu

[Harpy Eagle Harpia harpyja

Two enormous but very distant raptors seen and photographed perched in heat haze from the Sheraton Hotel at 

Iguazu were almost certainly this species but distance precluded a firm identification of such a rare species, 

though it is hard to think what else they may have been (NL)]

Black-and-white Hawk-eagle Spizaetus melanoleucus

Singles were seen at Iguazu on two occasions

FALCONIDAE (Falcons and allies)

Southern Caracara Caracara plancus

Very common in the Pantanal with smaller numbers at all other sites visited 

Yellow-headed Caracara Milvago chimachima

Singles were seen on three occasions at Iguazu

Chimango Caracara Milvago chimango

Two singles were recorded in the Pantanal (NL)

Laughing Falcon Herpetotheres cachinnans

A distant perched bird near Poussada Rio Claro was followed by a much more obliging individual in a roadside 

tree as we were departing from Chapada dos Guimaraes 
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Barred Forest-falcon Micrastur ruficollis

One was noted near the Sheraton at Iguazu (NL)

American Kestrel Falco sparverius

About 10 more were seen after the first near Pocone, not recorded at Iguazu or in the Pantanal proper

Bat Falcon Falco rufigularis

There was some debate about the identification of two Falcons at Veu de Noiva and another at the Macuco Trail 

at Iguazu. After consultation of the specialist literature these can be confidently identified as this species rather 

than the rarer Orange-breasted Falcon. Breast colour itself is seldom of use when trying to distinguish the two 

species but the fact that the two at Veu de Noiva lacked any orange tones there at all points firmly to Bat Falcon, 

as does the wide black ‘waistcoat’ of all three birds on which pale barring was very fine, linear and whitish 

(somewhat heavier and warmer toned in Orange-breasted and often appearing as scallops rather than lines). Size 

differences between the two species are of no use in the field and there is actually quite a lot of size overlap 

anyway

Aplomado Falcon Falco femoralis

A couple showed well near Poussada Rio Claro on our first morning there; very attractive falcons

ARAMIDAE (Limpkin) 

Limpkin Aramus guarauna

Common in wetter parts of the Pantanal were one gathering north of Porto Jofre contained over 100 birds

RALLIDAE (Crakes, Rails and allies) 

Gray-necked Wood-Rail Aramides cajanea

Up to 10 per day were noted during our time in the Pantanal, especially around Rio Claro where several gave 

very good views

Plumbeous Rail Pardirallus sanguinolentus

A small pond behind the Carima Hotel in Foz do Iguazu, Brazil held four birds late on our final evening

Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus

Two were on the pool behind the Carima Hotel in Foz do Iguazu on our final evening. Birds in the Americas 

seem likely to be split from those in the Old World due to subtle differences in appearance and marked 

differences in voice. The name Laughing Moorhen G. cachinnans has been suggested as a suitable moniker

Purple Gallinule Porphyrio martinica

Singles were seen on three occasions in the Pantanal  

EURYPYGIDAE (Sunbittern) 

Sunbittern Eurypyga helias

Both boat trips on the Rio Claro produced a couple but by far the best was a very obliging individual that 

showed at close range for five minutes or more during our second excursion; always a delight to see.

CARIAMIDAE (Seriemas) 

Red-legged Seriema Cariama cristata

Six were between Cuiaba and Pocone as we approached the Pantanal and a couple more were seen more 

fleetingly near Chapada dos Guimaraes; others were heard   
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CHARADRIIDAE (Plovers)

Pied Lapwing Vanellus cayanus

Up to 15 were along the Rio Cuiaba near Porto Jofre with a couple more on the lakeshore near the hotel there. A 

very un-Lapwing-like Lapwing!

Southern Lapwing Vanellus chilensis

Regularly seen in open areas, including hotel lawns and airports

Collared Plover Charadrius collaris

One on the lakeshore at Porto Jofre was followed by a couple of fleetingly seen birds along the river there

RECURVIROSTRIDAE (Avocets and Stilts)

White-backed Stilt Himantopus melanurus

Two were seen briefly soon after we entered the Pantanal. Some authorities regard this as a subspecies of the 

widespread Black-winged Stilt H. himnatopus

SCOLOPACIDAE (Sandpipers and allies)

Solitary Sandpiper Tringa solitaria

Four were noted in the Pantanal, mostly in the vicinity of Porto Jofre

JACANIDAE (Jacanas)

Wattled Jacana Jacana jacana

Regularly seen in suitable habitat in the Pantanal, a pair with newly hatched young were on a pool nest to 

Poussada Rio Claro and about 30 inhabited the lily covered lake behind the hotel at Porto Jofre   

STERNIDAE (Terns)

Yellow-billed Tern Sternula superciliaris

Regularly seen in the Pantanal where about 30 were recorded, some were feeding young

Large-billed Tern Phaetusa simplex

Distribution and numbers of this rather spectacular Tern were much as for the previous species   

RYNCHOPIDAE (Skimmers)

Black Skimmer Rynchops niger

Up to 30 were seen along the Rio Cuiaba near Porto Jofre and a couple also visited the lake there

COLUMBIDAE (Pigeons and Doves)

Ruddy Ground-dove Columbina talpacoti

Very common in the Pantanal with much smaller numbers at all other sites

Scaled Dove Columbina squammata

Quite common in the Pantanal, up to 10 were always around Poussada Rio Claro with Ruddy Ground Doves, a 

couple more were at Chapada dos Guimaraes

Picui Ground-dove Columbina picui

Very common in the more northerly parts of the Pantanal visited but much scarcer further south around Porto 

Jofre; not recorded elsewhere

(Feral) Rock Dove Columba livia

Occasionally seen in urban contexts
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Scaled Pigeon Patagioenas speciosa

Two perched birds showed well before breakfast from the veranda of the restaurant at Poussada Penhasco

Picazuro Pigeon Patagioenas picazuro

Common in the Pantanal where up to 100 per day were noted but the only others were a couple over Iguazu

Pale-vented Pigeon Patagioenas cayennensis

Similarly distributed to the last species but rather less common

Plumbeous Pigeon Patagioenas plumbea

One was noted as we first entered the Pantanal (NL) 

Eared Dove Zenaida auriculata

Common at Iguazu where up to 50 per day were noted but not seen elsewhere

White-tipped Dove Leptotila verreauxi

Regularly seen in small numbers in the Pantanal

Gray-fronted Dove Leptotila rufaxilla

One at Porto Jofre was  suprisingly the only one recorded, others may have been overlooked   

PSITTACIDAE (Parrots)

Hyacinth Macaw Anodorhynchus hyacinthinus

Fittingly, the first two appeared as we took pictures of the Pantanal entrance gate; thereafter about 30 were seen, 

including several perched birds at close range, everything its cracked up to be!

Blue-and-yellow Macaw Ara ararauna

One flew over near Chapada dos Guimaraes   

Red-and-green Macaw Ara chloropterus

A perched bird along the entrance track to Poussada Rio Claro was the first of 10 encounters, the rest mostly 

flying birds at Chapada dos Guimaraes

Blue-winged Macaw Primolius maracana

Two flew past as we watched our first Red-and-Green Macaw along the entrance road to Poussada Rio Claro

Yellow-collared Macaw Primolius auricollis

At least 10 were recorded in the Pantanal, a few posed briefly for the scope

Blue-crowned Parakeet Aratinga acuticaudata

Gatherings of up to 10 were seen on several occasions in the vicinity of Poussada Rio Claro

White-eyed Parakeet Aratinga leucophthalma

Large and raucous flocks were found at Chapada dos Guimaraes and at Iguazu, well over 100 were seen in total

Peach-fronted Parakeet Aratinga aurea

Up to 60 were recorded in the Pantanal and at Chapada dos Guimaraes, a lovely little parrot 

Nanday Parakeet Nandayus nenday

Three were seen briefly in flight near Pocone

Maroon-bellied Parakeet Pyrrhura frontalis

A calling flock of 15 birds flew past at El Timbo, Iguazu

Monk Parakeet Myiopsitta monachus

Common in more southerly parts of the Pantanal where hundreds were seen

Blue-winged Parrotlet Forpus xanthopterygius

Half a dozen flying birds were recorded at Iguazu 

Yellow-chevroned Parakeet Brotogeris chiriri

Common in the Pantanal, hundreds were seen
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Scaly-headed Parrot Pionus maximiliani

Eight in the Pantanal, mostly in flight, were followed by about 15, including several perched birds, at Iguazu

Blue-headed Parrot Pionus menstruus

A couple were noted at Veu de Noiva (NL)

Red-spectacled Parrot Amazona pretrei

Two were noted at El Timbo, Iguazu

Blue-fronted Parrot Amazona aestiva

The common Amazona species in the Pantanal where about 50 were recorded; two more were at Iguazu

  

CUCULIDAE (Cuckoos) 

Squirrel Cuckoo Piaya cayana

Quite common throughout, about 40 were seen and several others heard

Smooth-billed Ani Crotophaga ani

Common and widespread

Guira Cuckoo Guira guira

Common in the Pantanal, where over 100 were recorded, and to a lesser extent at Chapada dos Guimaraes, only 

one was seen at Iguazu

[Striped Cuckoo Tapera naevia

Heard but not seen in the Pantanal and at Iguazu]   

STRIGIDAE (True Owls)

Great Horned Owl Bubo virginianus

A pair with well grown young were well watched north of Porto Jofre on two occasions

Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl Glaucidium brasilianum

One showed very well just north of Pixaim

Burrowing Owl Athene cunicularia

Five in or near the Pantanal were followed by three more at Chapada dos Guimaraes  

CAPRIMULGIDAE (Nightjars and Nighthawks)

Band-tailed Nighthawk Nyctiprogne leucopyga

The common Nightjar in the Pantanal where groups of up top 30 hawked over the Rio Claro and Rio Cuiaba 

towards dusk

Nacunda Nighthawk Podager nacunda

Up to eight roosting birds on the lakeshore at Porto Jofre occasionally got up and flew around when they were 

transformed

Pauraque Nyctidromus albicollis

One showed quite well in the half-light at Mae Bonifacia Park, Cuiaba, another couple were spotlighted along the 

Rio Cuiaba at Porto Jofre and several called behind the Margay Hotel, Puerto Iguazu 

Blackish Nightjar Caprimulgus nigrescens

Mario identified a couple over the Rio Claro

APODIDAE (Swifts)

Great Dusky Swift Cypseloides senex

Common at Iguazu where hundreds gathered in the evenings
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Biscutate Swift Streptoprocne biscutata

Up to 50 were in the vicinity of Veu de Noiva around dusk  

TROCHILIDAE (Hummingbirds)

Buff-bellied Hermit Phaethornis subochraceus

One appeared from time to time at flowers near the restaurant at Poussada Rio Claro

Planalto Hermit Phaethornis pretrei

After a handful of very briefly seen birds at Chapada dos Guimaraes one gave great views in the Hummingird 

garden at Puerto Iguazu   

[Swallow-tailed Hummingbird Eupetomena macroura

A large long-tailed hummingbird seen distantly in flight at Sao Paulo Airport was probably this species]   

Black Jacobin Florisuga fusca

Ten or more visited the feeders at the Hummingbird Garden in Puerto Iguazu   

White-vented Violet-ear Colibri serrirostris

Three or four visited the flowering tree at the car park at Veu de Noiva   

Black-throated Mango Anthracothorax nigricollis

At least two were regularly seen in the Hummingbird Garden in Puerto Iguazu   

Plovercrest Stephanoxis lalandi

A very brief female was at the Hummingbird Garden in Puerto Iguazu soon after our arrival but sadly didn’t 

reappear

Festive Coquette Lophornis chalybeus

Singles were seen twice along the wooded valley near Chapada dos Guimaraes and at the Macuco Trail at Iguazu

Glittering-bellied Emerald Chlorostilbon lucidus

Up to 10 were attracted to the flowering tree at Veu de Noiva

Violet-capped Woodnymph Thalurania glaucopis

After a briefly seen bird at Chapada dos Guimaraes we enjoyed prolonged views of a couple in the 

Hummingbird Garden at Puerto Iguazu  

Gilded Hummingbird Hylocharis chrysura

Common at the Hummingbird Garden at Puerto Iguazu with a least five regularly in view, another was at the 

Carima Hotel on our final evening   

White-throated Hummingbird Leucochloris albicollis

One was seen briefly in the Hummingbird Garden at Puerto Iguazu  

Versicolored Emerald Amazilia versicolor After a couple of fleeting encounters in the Pantanal we were able to 

watch at least a dozen, perhaps twice that number, at the feeders of the Hummingbird Garden in Puerto Iguazu  

Glittering-throated Emerald Amazilia fimbriata A couple were regularly around the garden at Poussada Rio 

Claro  

Horned Sungem Heliactin bilophus A pair of these spectacular hummers visited the flowering tree at Veu de 

Noiva  

Blue-tufted Starthroat Heliomaster furcifer

Singles were seen near Rio Claro and at the Margay Hotel at Puerto Iguazu  

Amethyst Woodstar Calliphlox amethystina

One or more visited the flowering tree at Veu de Noiva 
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TROGONIDAE (Trogons)

Surucua Trogon Trogon surrucura

At least 10 were noted at various sites at Iguazu, many showed very well  

Blue-crowned Trogon Trogon curucui

Singles were seen on three occasions in the Pantanal  

Black-throated Trogon Trogon rufus

Singles were seen on three occasions at Iguazu  

ALCEDINIDAE (Kingfishers)

Ringed Kingfisher Ceryle torquatus

Quite common in the Pantanal where up to 10 per day were seen, also recorded at Iguazu  

Amazon Kingfisher Chloroceryle amazona

Up to 10 per day were seen in the Pantanal  

Green Kingfisher Chloroceryle americana

Two or three per day were seen in the Pantanal   

American Pygmy Kingfisher Chloroceryle aenea

A total of three or four were found in the more southerly parts of the Pantanal, one showed particularly well 

before being chased off by a bullying Green kingfisher  

MOMOTIDAE (Motmots)

[Blue-crowned Motmot Momotus momota

Heard but not seen at a couple of places near Chapada dos Guimaraes]  

GALBULIDAE (Jacamars)

Rufous-tailed Jacamar Galbula ruficauda

Up to 10 were seen in the Pantanal   

BUCCONIDAE (Puffbirds and allies)

White-eared Puffbird Nystalus chacuru

Two were seen near Chapada dos Guimaraes with another at Iguazu

Rusty-breasted Nunlet Nonnula rubecula

One was found along the Macuco Trail at Iguazu

Black-fronted Nunbird Monas anigrifrons

Two near Poussada Rio Claro were followed by a further eight encounters around Chapada do Guimaraes

RAMPHASTIDAE (Toucans)

Toco Toucan Ramphastos toco

Regularly seen after the first two prompted a stop between Cuiaba and Pocone as we approached the Pantanal. 

At least 30 were recorded in total   

Red-breasted Toucan Ramphastos dicolorus

Two in flight at El Timbo were followed next day by a much more obliging pair in a fruiting tree at Iguazu NP, 

Brazil.
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Spot-billed Toucanet Selenidera maculirostris

One or two were seen on successive days in a fruiting tree along the Macuco Trail at Iguazu  

Chestnut-eared Aracari Pteroglossus castanotis

The most frequently seen Toucan with birds recorded at almost all sites visited, about 35 were recorded in total; 

a garden bird at some of our hotels 

PICIDAE (Woodpeckers and allies)

White-barred Piculet Picumnus cirratus

One along the Macuco Trail at Iguazu was followed by another in trees in the car park at Sao Paulo Airport  

Ochre-collared Piculet Picumnus temminckii

Quite common at Iguazu were up to four per day were seen along the forest trails and several others heard; 

formerly regarded as a subspecies of White-barred Piculet  

White-wedged Piculet Picumnus albosquamatus

Three were seen briefly at Mae Bonifacia Park, Cuiaba and another was just north of Porto Jofre

[White Woodpecker Melanerpes candidus

Three were very briefly at Poussada Rio Claro (LO)]  

Yellow-tufted Woodpecker Melanerpes cruentatus

Four of these stunning birds were found along a well wooded valley at Chapada dos Guimaraes where they gave 

superb views  

Yellow-fronted Woodpecker Melanerpes flavifrons

A brief bird at Iguazu Falls was followed by four more obliging individuals at El Timbo  

Checkered Woodpecker Picoides mixtus

A single bird in a mixed species feeding flock at El Timbo was the only one seen   

Little Woodpecker Veniliornis passerinus

One or two were seen on six occasions in the Pantanal and at Chapada dos Guimaraes 

Golden-green Woodpecker Piculus chrysochloros

A total of six were recorded in the Pantanal  

Campo Flicker Colaptes campestris

Three in the Pantanal were followed by a couple more at Iguazu   

Pale-crested Woodpecker Celeus lugubri

Two showed very well near Poussada Rio Claro   

Blond-crested Woodpecker Celeus flavescens

Trails at Iguazu yielded half a dozen sightings 

Cream-colored Woodpecker Celeus flavus

One that showed very well just north of Porto Jofre was well out of its normal range

Lineated Woodpecker Dryocopus lineatus

The same bird was seen on consecutive days near Poussada Rio Clara where it gave excellent views  

Robust Woodpecker Campephilus robustus

Trails at Iguazu provided us with six encounters with this spectacular Woodpecker  
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SUB-OSCINE PASSERINES 

THAMNOPHILIDAE (Antshrikes, Antwrens and allies) 

Spot-backed Antshrike Hypoedaleus guttatus

After many were heard but not seen, one finally gave itself up at El Timbo, Iguazu where it gave excellent scope 

views

Tufted Antshrike Mackenziae nasevera

One eventually showed well at El Timbo, Iguazu after several previously heard birds remained resolutely hidden

Great Antshrike Taraba major

At least six were recorded in the Pantanal; a garden bird at Poussada Rio Claro!

Barred Antshrike Thamnophilus doliatus

Four at Mae Bonifacia Park in Cuiaba were followed by another four (or the same two twice) at Poussada 

Penhasco

Planalto Slaty-Antshrike Thamnophilus pelzeni

A male was at Poussada Penhasco on our second morning there. Slaty Antshrike (sensu lato) has now been split 

into several species. Although the bird we saw was responding to a recording of Bolivian Antshrike the only 

species thought to occur in the area is Planalto 

Variable Antshrike Thamnophilus caerulescens

One at Iguazu NP, Brazil followed many heard but not seen birds

Rufous-winged Antshrike Thamnophilus torquatus

One was seen near Chapada dos Guimaraes

Plain Antvireo Dysithamnus mentalis

A total of five were seen and a couple more heard at Iguazu

Rufous-winged Antwren Herpsilochmus rufimarginatus

A female showed well at Poussada Penhasco

Rusty-backed Antwren Formicivora rufa

One was seen briefly near Poussada Rio Claro

Streak-capped Antwren Terenura maculata

One was seen in Iguazu NP, Brazil

Mato Grosso Antbird Cercomacra melanaria

A male showed quite well in gallery forest adjacent to Poussada Rio Claro

White-backed Fire-eye Pyriglena leuconota

Three were found along the El Timbo Road at Iguazu

CONOPHAGIDAE (Gnateaters)

Rufous Gnateater Conopophaga lineata Two or three showed well along the Macuco trail at Iguazu and several 

others were heard

RHINOCRYPTIDAE (Tapaculos and allies)

Spotted Bamboo-wren Psilorhamphus guttatus

One showed surprisingly well for such a notorious skulker in a bamboo clump along the El Timbo Road  

FORMICARIIDAE (Antthrushes and allies) 

[Short-tailed Antthrush Chamaeza campanisona

Heard but not seen at El Timbo, Iguazu]  
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DENDROCALAPTIDAE (Woodcreepers)

Plain-brown Woodcreeper Dendrocincla fuliginosa

Three were recorded along trails at Iguazu

Olivaceous Woodcreeper Sittasomus griseicapillus

One in the wooded valley near Chapada dos Guimaraes was followed by a couple more at Iguazu

Great Rufous Woodcreeper Xiphocolaptes major

Two showed well along the entrance track to Poussada Rio Claro 

Black-banded Woodcreeper Dendrocolaptes picumnus

One was seen in the wooded valley near Chapada dos Guimaraes 

Planalto Woodcreeper Dendrocolaptes platyrostris

Two were watched along the Jacaratia Trail at Iguazu

Straight-billed Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus picus 

One was seen in the wooded valley near Chapada dos Guimaraes, a bit of a Woodcreeper hotspot 

Buff-throated Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus guttatus

One was seen at the abandoned research station on our last day in the Pantanal

Narrow-billed Woodcreeper Lepidocolapte sangustirostris

Up to six were seen in the vicinity of Poussada Rio Claro where one repeatedly visited a tree right outside the 

restaurant 

Red-billed Scythebill Campylorhamphus trochilirostris

One was seen in the hotel grounds just before we left Porto Jofre

FURNARIIDAE (Ovenbirds)

Pale-legged Hornero Furnarius leucopus

Singles were seen on four occasions in the Pantanal

Rufous Hornero Furnarius rufus

Common, very widespread and rather noisy! Oven-like nests were seen regularly. The National Bird of Argentina

Chotoy Spinetail Schoeniophylax phryganophilus

Two showed well near Poussada Rio Claro 

Pale-breasted Spinetail Synallaxis albescens

Two in the Pantanal were followed by two more at Iguazu

[Spix's Spinetail Synallaxis spixi

Heard but not seen at El Timbo, Iguazu]

White-lored Spinetail Synallaxis albilora

A couple showed quite well while we were watching Great Horned Owls north of Porto Jofre

Yellow-chinned Spinetail Certhiaxis cinnamomeus

A small handful were seen at a couple of wetter areas in the Pantanal 

Rufous-fronted Thornbird Phacellodomus rufifrons

Two or three showed quite well near Poussada Rio Claro with others heard nearby 

Greater Thornbird Phacellodomus ruber

Two showed well in the Pantanal just north of Pixaim with a few others heard 

Grey-crested Cacholote Pseudoseisurauni rufa

One or two were seen on three occasions in the Pantanal; formerly regarded as a western subspecies of Rufous 

Cacolote P. cristata but now split
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Ochre-breasted Foliage-gleaner Philydor lichtensteini

The common Foliage-gleaner at Iguazu where about 15 were noted 

Black-capped Foliage-gleaner Philydor atricapillus

A pair showed very well but quite briefly during our first visit to the Macuco Trail at Iguazu

Streaked Xenops Xenops rutilans

Two singles in the Pantanal were followed by others at Chapada do Guimaes and another along the Macuco 

Trail at Iguazu   

TYRANNIDAE (Tyrant Flycatchers)

This huge family presents some serious identification challenges, especially in the case of some very similar 

looking species when they are silent; consequently not all of the birds seen could be confidently identified, 

especially some Elaenias, Myiarchus Flycatchers and Tyrannulets

Southern Antpipit Corythopis delalandi

One or two of these skulkers responded strongly to Mario’s tape at the Macuco Trail at Iguazu and eventually 

gave most people good views 

Pearly-vented Tody-tyrant Hemitriccus margaritaceiventer

One was seen well at Mae Bonifacia Park in Cuiaba

Ochre-faced Tody-Flycatcher Poecilotriccus plumbeiceps

One was watched at El Timbo, Iguazu 

Common Tody-Flycatcher Todirostrum cinereum

Just one was seen briefly near the restaurant in Iguazu NP, Brazil   

Yellow-bellied Elaenia Elaenia flavogaster

One was identified in the Pantanal

Lesser Elaenia Elaenia chiriquensis

Two were identified in the Pantanal

Southern Beardless-Tyrannulet Camptostoma obsoletum

One or two were seen at most sites visited after the first at Mae Bonifacia Park in Cuiaba

Chapada Flycatcher Suiriri slerorum

Three were in Cerrado near Chapada dos Guimaraes; this species was first described in 2001, it is very similar in 

appearance to Suiriri Flycatcher S. suiriri but differs in voice and behaviour

Yellow Tyrannulet Capsiempis flaveola

Two or three singles were seen along the Jacaratia Trail at Iguazu

Sao Paulo Tyrannulet Phylloscarte spaulista

Three were noted at El Timbo, Iguazu

Eared Pygmy-tyrant Myiornis auricularis

Two were seen at El Timbo, Iguazu

White-throated Spadebill Platyrinchus mystaceus

Singles were seen on two occasions long the Macuco Trail at Iguazu   

Cliff Flycatcher Hirundinea ferruginea

Two showed quite well as we returned towards the plains from Chapada dos Guimaraes

Vermilion Flycatcher Pyrocephalus rubinus

This stunning species was seen throughout the Pantanal in small numbers; about 20 were recorded in total

Crested Black-Tyrant Knipolegus lophotes

Two showed well at Veu de Noiva
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Gray Monjita Xolmis cinereus

Singles were seen on three occasions at and around Chapada dos Guimaraes

White-rumped Monjita Xolmis velatus

At least three showed well near Poussada Rio Claro

Streamer-tailed Tyrant Gubernetes yetapa 

One flew over during our first boat trip on the Rio Cuiaba near Porto Jofre

Black-backed Water-tyrant Fluvicola albiventer

Present in wetter areas of the Pantanal at low densities, about 20 were seen 

White-headed Marsh-tyrant Arundinicola leucocephala

Three or four were recorded in the wetter parts of the Pantanal

Long-tailed Tyrant Colonia colonus

About eight were seen at El Timbo and a couple more at the Sheraton Hotel at Iguazu  

Cattle Tyrant Machetornisrix osa

Fairly common and widespread away from Chapada dos Guimaraes, recorded in most open areas in small 

numbers with up to 10 per day seen in the Pantanal

Social Flycatcher Myiozetetes similis

A handful in the Pantanal were followed by several more at Iguazu  

Great Kiskadee Pitangus sulphuratus

Common and very widespread  

Lesser Kiskadee Philohydor lictor

One was identified in the Pantanal, no doubt others were present but not every Kiskadee was scrutinised!  

Three-striped Flycatcher Conopias trivirgatus

A couple were recorded at Iguazu  

Streaked Flycatcher Myiodyna stesmaculatus

One at Porto Jofre was the only one seen  

Boat-billed Flycatcher Megarynchus pitangua

Four were recorded in the Pantanal   

Tropical Kingbird Tyrannus melancholicus

Very common in the Pantanal where up to 30 per day were seen, otherwise just a couple more were seen at 

Chapada dos Guimaraes and Iguazu  

Sirystes Sirystes sibilator

About six were seen on various trails at Iguazu  

Rufous Casiornis Casiornis rufus

Two singles in the Pantanal were followed by three more at Chapada dos Guimaraes  

Swainson's Flycatcher Myiarchus swainsoni About 10 were noted after the first at Mae Bonifcaia Park in Cuiaba, 

none were recorded at Iguazu

Short-crested Flycatcher Myiarchus ferox

One was along the Jacaratia Trail at Iguazu  

Brown-crested Flycatcher Myiarchus tyrannulus

One was identified at the abandoned research station in the Pantanal  
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PIPRIDAE (Manakins and allies) 

White-bearded Manakin Manacus manacus

Lekking birds were found at the Macuco Trail at Iguazu and others were briefly seen at the Jacaratia Trail nearby  

Helmeted Manakin Antilophia galeata

After a female was seen in the early morning mist at Poussada Penhasco a splendid singing male then performed 

nicely when we returned there for lunch, it was also seen briefly the next morning  

Blue Manakin Chiroxiphia caudata

Two were seen at both the Macuco Trail and El Timbo Road at Iguazu  

TITYRIDAE (Tityras and allies)

Black-tailed Tityra Tityra cayana

One just north of Porto Jofre was followed by two or three in the wooded valley near Chapada dos Guimaraes  

OSCINE PASSERINES 

VIREONIDAE (Vireos and allies)

Rufous-browed Peppershrike Cyclarhis gujanensis

One showed well in the wooded valley near Chapada dos Guimaraes   

Ashy-headed Greenlet Hylophilus pectoralis

One was seen at Mae Bonifacia Park in Cuiaba

CORVIDAE (Crows, Jays and Magpies)

Purplish Jay Cyanocorax cyanomelas

About 10 per day were seen in the Pantanal with a couple more at Chapada dos Guimaraes

Curl-crested Jay Cyanocorax cristatellus

Only seen at Chapada dos Guimaraes where three were noted  

Plush-crested Jay Cyanocorax chrysops

Quite common at Iguazu with up to 10 per day seen 

HIRUNDINIDAE (Swallows and Martins)

White-winged Swallow Tachycineta albiventer

The most frequently encountered hirundine in the Pantanal, birds were nesting under several bridges along the 

Transpantaneira  

Brown-chested Martin Progne tapera

Fairly common and widespread but less so than the next species, especially prominent on wires at Poussada Rio 

Clara where it could be compared side by side with Grey-breasted  

Grey-breasted Martin Progne chalybea

Common and widespread, seen daily  

Blue-and-white Swallow Pygochelidon cyanoleuca

Small numbers were over Iguazu and at Sao Paulo Airport   

Southern Rough-winged Swallow Stelgidopteryx ruficollis

Small numbers were at most sites visited  
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TROGLODYTIDAE (Wrens)

Southern House-Wren Troglodytes musculus

After the first at Poussada Penhasco this species was quite regularly seen, and more often heard, in the Iguazu 

area

Thrush-like Wren Campylorhynchus turdinus

Regularly noted in more wooded parts of the Pantanal after being heard at Mae Bonifacia park in Cuiaba, also 

heard at Chapada dos Guimaraes; about 15 were seen in total  

Buff-breasted Wren Thryothorus leucotis

One showed briefly but well just north of Porto Jofre   

DONACOBIIDAE (Black-capped Donacobius) 

Black-capped Donacobius Donacobius atricapilla

Small numbers were seen regularly along watercourses in the Pantanal, especially during our boat trips at Porto 

Jofre   

POLIOPTILIDAE (Gnatchatchers and allies) 

Creamy-bellied Gnatcatcher Polioptila lactea

Small groups were recorded on two occasions at Iguazu  

Masked Gnatcatcher Polioptila dumicola

Fairly common in the Pantanal where about 20 were seen, smaller numbers were at Chapada do Guimaraes

  

TURDIDAE (True Thrushes)

Rufous-bellied Thrush Turdus rufiventris

Common and very widespread though not seen deep in the Pantanal at Porto Jofre  

Pale-breasted Thrush Turdus leucomelas

Fairly common and widespread, particularly conspicuous at Iguazu

Creamy-bellied Thrush Turdus amaurochalinus

Fairly common at Iguazu after smaller numbers had been seen at Porto Jofre, the least common of the three 

Thrushes seen

MIMIDAE (Mockingbirds, Thrashers and allies)

Chalk-browed Mockingbird Mimus saturninus

Rather uncommon in the Pantanal and at Iguazu but fairly common at Chapada dos Guimaraes; about 25 were 

recorded in total

COEREBIDAE (Bananaquit)

Bananaquit Coereba flaveola

Occasionally found in a very wide range of wooded habitats, several were at the Hummingbird garden at Puerto 

Iguazu   

THRAUPIDAE (Tanagers and allies)

Black-faced Tanager Schistochlamys melanopis

Two at Poussada Penhasco were followed soon after by another at Veu de Noiva, a new bird for Mario!  
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Magpie Tanager Cissopis leverianus

About 10 were noted at three sites at Iguazu  

Hooded Tanager Nemosia pileata

One near Poussada Rio Claro was the only one seen  

Orange-headed Tanager Thlypopsis sordida

One briefly along the El Timbo road was followed by two at Sao Paulo Airport car park  

White-rumped Tanager Cypsnagra hirundinacea

About 10 of these attractive birds were in arid cerrado near Chapada dos Guimaraes

Black-goggled Tanager Trichothraupis melanops

Regularly seen along trails at Iguazu where about 30 were noted  

Hepatic Tanager Piranga flava

Brief singles at Poussada Rio Clara and Poussada Penhasco preceded a pair of showy individuals in the flowering 

tree at Veu de Noiva

Red-crowned Ant-Tanager Habia rubica

Singles were recorded twice in the Iguazu area  

Gray-headed Tanager Eucometis penicillata

A couple showed well at Poussada Penhasco   

Ruby-crowned Tanager Tachyphonus coronatus

Rather fleeing views were had of three or four birds near the Margay Hotel in Puerto Iguazu  

White-lined Tanager Tachyphonus rufus

Several were at both Chapada dos Guimaraes, especially around Poussada Penhasco, and Iguazu  

Silver-beaked Tanager Ramphocelus carbo

Fairly common in the Pantanal and at Chapada dos Guimaraes with up to 10 per day seen at times, several 

visited feeders  

Sayaca Tanager Thraupis sayaca

Rather common and very widespread, even present in heavily built up areas; the most regularly encountered 

tanager   

Palm Tanager Thraupis palmarum

Very small numbers were at all sites visited  

Fawn-breasted Tanager Pipraeidea melanonota

One at Mae Bonifacia Park, Cuiaba was followed by good numbers in the Iguazu area where at least 30 were 

recorded  

Green-headed Tanager Tangara seledon

Up to 10 in total were recorded at various sites at Iguazu, stunning birds when seen well  

Burnished-buff Tanager Tangara cayana

A couple at Chapada dos Guimaraes were followed by one in the car park at Sao Paulo airport

 [Chestnut-backed Tanager Tangara preciosa

A female Tanager closely matching illustrations of this species (and nothing else) was observed twice in the 

flowering tree at Veu de Noiva, distributional information suggests it was well out of range but as an austral 

migrant far from impossible. Note that this species (formerly a subspecies of Black-backed Tanager) is not 

illustrated in ‘All the Birds of Brazil’ by Souza but is referred to under Black-backed Tanager]  

Swallow Tanager Tersina viridis 

Up to six at Poussada Penhasco and Veu de Noiva were followed by over 50 at Iguazu   
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Blue Dacnis Dacnis cayana

After the first in the wooded valley near Chapada dos Guimaraes this attractive species proved pleasantly 

common in the forests and gardens of Iguazu. Several came to the feeders in the Puerto Iguazu Hummingbird 

Garden for views at point blank range  

Red-legged Honeycreeper Cyanerpes cyaneus

Two or three were seen briefly but well at Poussada Penhasco  

Guira Tanager Hemithraupis guira

Small flocks were found in the wooded valley near Chapada dos Guimaraes and in the Iguazu area  

Chestnut-vented Conebill Conirostrum speciosum

Very small numbers were seen in most wooded contexts   

EMBERIZIDAE (Buntings and allies)

Rufous-collared Sparrow Zonotrichia capensis

A few were around the Sheraton Hotel grounds at Iguazu (NL)  

Grassland Sparrow Ammodramus humeralis

One was recorded near the start of the Transpantaneira near Pocone (NL) 

Saffron Finch Sicalis flaveola

Common in the Pantanal where hundreds were seen, often in hotel gardens; smaller numbers were at Iguazu  

Blue-black Grassquit Volatinia jacarina 

Small numbers were in the Cerrado at Chapada dos Guimaraes  

Plumbeous Seedeater Sporophila plumbea

One was seen briefly but well at Veu de Noiva  

Rusty-collared Seedeater Sporophila collaris

A female was near Poussada Rio Clara  

Double-collared Seedeater Sporophila caerulescens

Two in the Pantanal were followed by six more at Chapada dos Guimaraes

Chestnut Seedeater Sporophila cinnamomea

Two showed briefly just north of Porto Jofre  

Blackish-blue Seedeater Amauro spizamoesta

A small group along the Macuco Trail at Iguazu were the only ones seen 

Saffron-billed Sparrow Arremon flavirostris 

One or two were seen on several occassions near the restaurant at Poussada Penhasco  

Coal-crested Finch Charito spizaeucosma 

At least 10 were seen in arid Cerrado near Chapada dos Guimaraes  

Red-crested Finch Coryphospingus cucullatus

After the first at Mae Bonifacia Park, Cuiaba this attractive species was seen almost daily in small numbers in the 

Pantanal  

Red-crested Cardinal Paroaria conata

In total five were recorded in the Pantanal, most were brief but one showed very well just before we left the area  

Yellow-billed Cardinal Paroaria capitata

Very common in the Pantanal, especially around Poussada Rio Claro where hundreds gathered at the feeders  
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CARDINALLIDAE (Saltators, New World Grosbeaks and allies)

Buff-throated Saltator Saltator maximus

A handful were seen daily in the Pantanal with a couple more at Chapada dos Guimaraes 

Grayish Saltator Saltator coerulescens

At least four were noted in the Pantanal  

Green-winged Saltator Saltator similis

Singles were seen twice at Iguazu  

Black-throated Saltator Saltator atricollis

Four or five were found in arid cerrado near Chapada dos Guimaraes

Ultramarine Grosbeak Cyanocompsa brissonii

One female was noted at Iguazu  

PARULIDAE (New World Warblers)

Tropical Parula Parula pitiayumi 

Low single figures were recorded in all wooded areas visited. Particularly conspicuous on the Brazilian side of 

Iguazu Falls where several were singing  

Masked Yellowthroat Geothlypis aequinoctialis

Three were seen at Porto Jofre  

Golden-crowned Warbler Basileuterus culicivorus

After a couple at Chapada dos Guimaraes this species proved fairly common at Iguazu where up to 10 per day 

were seen or at least heard  

White-bellied Warbler Basileuterus leucophrys

One showed well at Poussada Penhasco  

ICTERIDAE (New World Blackbirds, Orioles and allies)

Crested Oropendola Psarocolius decumanus

Most of the 20 or so seen were in the Pantanal though a couple were recorded in all areas  

Solitary Cacique Procacicus solitarius

Small numbers were seen in the Pantanal where a couple came to feeders at Poussada Rio Claro  

Red-rumped Cacique Cacicus haemorrhous 

The common Cacique at Iguazu where up to 50 per day were noted  

Yellow-rumped Cacique Cacicus cela

Two in the Pantanal were followed by another couple at Chapada dos Guimaraes

Epaulet Oriole Icterus cayanensis

A couple in the Pantanal were followed by about 10 at Iguazu   

Campo Oriole Icterus jamacaii

The Pantanal accounted for most of the 15 or so seen with others at Chapada dos Guimaraes. Formerly included 

in the widespread Troupial I. icterus before that species was split into three

Chopi Blackbird Gnorimopsar chopi

Double figures were in the grounds of Poussada Penhasco with a few others noted at Iguazu, others may have 

been overlooked  

Scarlet-headed Blackbird Amblyramphus holosericeus

Two singles were recorded in the Pantanal as we travelled from Rio Claro to Porto Jofre
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Unicolored Blackbird Agelasticus cyanopus 

Only recorded in the Pantanal, mostly during our boat trips from Porto Jofre but also occasionally further north 

along the Transpantaneira, an example of a species in which the female is rather more distinctive than the male

[Yellow-rumped Marshbird Pseudoleistes guirahuro

Probables were seen in flight in the Pantanal on a couple of occasions] 

Bay-winged Cowbird Agelaioides badius

Common in the Pantanal, especially around the feeders at Poussada Rio Claro where hundreds were found, 

absent elsewhere  

Giant Cowbird Molothrus oryzivorus 

A handful were seen most days in the Pantanal, mainly around feeders, with a few more at Iguazu  

Shiny Cowbird Molothrus bonariensis 

Common and very widespread, especially abundant in the Pantanal  

FRINGILLIDAE (Finches and allies)

NB. Euphonias were recently reclassified as Finches rather than Tanagers

Purple-throated Euphonia Euphonia chlorotica 

Only noted at Iguazu where about 10 were seen  

Violaceous Euphonia Euphonia violacea

Only seen in the Iguazu area where, however, it proved to be reasonably common with at least 20 recorded, 

many were rather fleeting but a couple at the Hummingbird Garden at Puerto Iguazu gave superb views  

Green-chinned Euphonia Euphonia chalybea

Singles were seen on three occasions at Poussada Penhasco though none lingered long  

Chestnut-bellied Euphonia Euphonia pectoralis

About seven were seen at Iguazu with a few at the Humingbird garden in Puerto Iguazu giving great views.   

Blue-naped Chlorophonia Chlorophonia cyanea

A small handful of these stunning birds were seen at most sites at Iguazu, including hotel grounds and the 

Hummingbird garden

PASSERIDAE (Old World Sparrows and allies)

House Sparrow Passer domesticus 

Small numbers were seen in most urban contexts
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MAMMALS

Nomenclature, taxonomy and species order follows Duff and Lawson’s Mammals of the World: A Checklist. 

A&C Black (2004)

Opossum species Marmosa/ Gracilianus etc sp.

One was seen along the Macuco Trail at Iguazu

Southern Tamandua Tamandua tetradactyla

One was seen briefly while spotlighting along the road to Poussada Rio Claro

Mouse species

One was seen at the Macuco Trail

Azara’s Agouti Dasyprocta azarai

Small numbers were seen in all areas but primarily Iguazu where several showed well.

Brazilian Guinea-pig Cavia aperea

A couple in the Pantanal were followed by larger numbers at Iguazu where they were regularly seen on some 

hotel lawns. Also known as Brazilian Cavy

Capybara Hydrochoerus hydrochaeris

Good numbers were seen in the Pantanal, probably over 100 in total, several showed at close range

Jaguar Panthera onco

One stared at us from the river bank near Porto Jofre for a minute or so before disappearing into undergrowth. 

Finding this species is always difficult, even on dedicated tours, so we were very lucky indeed.

Hoary Fox Pseudalopex vetulus

One was seen on a couple of occasions behind our rooms at Poussada Penhasco

Crab-eating Fox Cerdocyon thous

A total of five were seen at and near Poussada Rio Claro, including three near the swimming pool early one 

morning

Crab-eating Raccoon Procyon cancrivorus

Singles were seen twice near Poussada Rio Claro

Bat species

Bats were seen at dusk at all sites visited, most inevitably remained unidentified; an exception however was good 

numbers of  Fishing Bats Noctilio sp (either Greater or Lesser Fishing Bats, or both) observed along the Rio 

Cuiaba at Porto Jofre

Black-tailed Marmoset Callithrix melanura

Mae Bonifacia Park in Cuiaba gave us great looks at about eight individuals; a further half dozen were seen at 

three sites in the Pantanal. Also known as Pantanal Marmoset and formerly regarded as a subspecies of the more 

widespread Silvery Marmoset C. argentata

 Brown-tufted Capuchin Cebus apella

Small numbers were seen at all sites. Also known as Black-capped or Brown Capuchin

Black Howler Monkey Alouatta caraya

A handful were seen most days in the Pantanal and others were heard

Collared Peccary 

Several tame/ habituated individuals hung around the grounds of Poussada Rio Claro, one of which joined us on 

some of our birding excursions; a few more were seen elsewhere in the Pantanal
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Marsh Deer Blastocercus dichotomous

Five were seen in the Pantanal, some very well

[Brazilian Tapir Tapirus terrestris

Mario saw one briefly while spotlighting along the Transpantaneira but it didn’t linger (LO)]

Other Fauna

Spectacled Caiman was a familiar sight in the Pantanal, where gatherings of dozens occurred at some 

watercourses, and a Broad-nosed Caiman was seen at Iguazu. Other Herpetiles included a few Side-necked 

Turtles in the Pantanal, several Tegu Lizards, a Green Iguana and a number of unidentified small Lizard species. 

Two species of Snake were identified: a Common Parrot Snake in a tree near Poussada Rio Clara and a large 

Common Clelia that crossed the road near Chapada do Guimaraes. Amphibians were represented by a couple of 

unidentified Tree Frogs. Masses of Butterflies were a feature of some trails at Iguazu; other invertebrates 

included a couple of large millipedes and some Leaf-cutter Ants. Funnel Web Spiders were noted twice.


