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Tour Leader:    Marcos Felix  Local Leader 

Daniel Somay   Iguazu - Ornithological Guide 

 

Participants:   Julia Edwards 

David Edwards 

Leo Batten 

Angela Batten 

Graham Harding 

Chris Harding 

Sally Hammond 

Helen Hewland 

Bob Booker   

Maggie Booker  

Dave Pierce  

Laura Pierce 

Day 1 Thursday 24th July 

En route to South America 

Day 2 Friday 25th July 

Arriving in Cuiaba in the afternoon the group were met by Marcos and we were soon on our way to the 

Pantanal. Although dry, it was cool and overcast as we travelled along the 100km of paved road from Cuiaba to 

Pocone. A flavour of the wildlife that was to come soon became apparent with a Black Vulture flying by and our 

first Greater Rheas grazing in a roadside field. 

 

 After a break at Pocone we changed vehicles and were now in an open topped safari vehicle allowing good 

viewing. As the countryside became progressively wetter the birdlife increased. Great Egrets were numerous and 

we saw Snowy and Cattle Egrets, Black Crowned Night Herons, Capped Herons, and Bare-faced ibis. Storks we 

represented in good numbers by Wood Storks and several of the enormous Jabiru. This array was enhanced by 

the colourful flight of 6 Roseate Spoonbills. We observed what was to become a familiar raptor, our first Snail 

Kite, whilst on a nearby pool was a single Muscovy Duck. Our first mammals of the trip, the wonderful 

Capybara, the world’s largest rodent had to be manoeuvred through as they crisscrossed the road. As they 

hunted for aerial insects Nacunda Nighthawks were now putting a show with the fading light and at the gate 

entrance to Pouso Allere private estate road, Marcos began spotlighting which caught the refection of hundreds 

of shining eyes from the adjacent water where scores of Yacare Caiman were lying, as we passed by to the lodge, 

our base for the next three nights. 

Day 3 Saturday 26th July 

Fitfully rested after a night in the lodge we emerged at dawn for a walk around the environs to be greeted by the 

deep booming voice of a Great Horned Owl. We tracked the direction of call to a nearby spreading tree and 

were soon observing this large nocturnal predator.  
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Nearby we located 4 White Woodpeckers in a tree followed shortly by another quartet, this time of Hyacinth 

Macaws, the largest of the macaw species. It quickly became apparent that we were surrounded by a profusion of 

new, exotic birdlife. With the expert and willing aid of Marcus we began the task of identifying and enjoying 

them; from Saffron Finches to Toco Toucans, from Glittering-throated Emeralds to Squirrel Cuckoos. Others 

included the splendid Yellow-rumped Cacique, both Shinny and Bay-winged Cowbirds, Turquoise-Fronted 

Parrot and Yellow -Chevroned Parakeet, with Bare-faced Ibis passing low overhead. This leisurely stroll also 

found our first mammals of the day, a couple of Azara’s Agoutis. 

 

After a hearty breakfast we took a drive along the estate road. An aptly named Roadside Hawk was one of the 

first birds seen from the safari vehicle as we proceeded from the lodge. Overhead a Yellow-headed Vulture 

glided by and a little later Great Black-Hawk was seen. By a roadside small pool we saw a Rufescent Tiger- 

Heron, with a Monk Parakeet perched in a nearby tree plus a couple of feeding Scimitar-billed Woodcreepers 

there. Other birds from this initial section of road included Yellow-billed Cardinal, Black-capped Donacobius, 

Blue Grey Tangier and Black-backed Water-tyrant. Arriving at a bridge with water either side we encountered an 

array of birdlife. Birds feeding around the shore included Sunbittern, Boat-billed Heron and Striated Heron. 

After taking time out resting on the sandy banks, Long-billed and Yellow-billed Terns, together with several 

Black Skimmers, cruised low over the water.  We watched a Black-collared Hawk clutching its fish catch and 

spotted our first reptile, a well camouflaged Green Iguana in a tree. Although Marcos was keen for us to 

continue further we could not be tempted away from such a wonderful location, ideal for observing and 

photographing… 

 

Eventually we returned to the lodge for lunch followed by an afternoon walk. The walk featured amongst others, 

Peach-fronted Parakeet, Narrow-billed Woodcreeper and Aplomado Falcon. We then recommenced exploring 

from the safari vehicle. It was pleasure to see a Crab-eating Fox which trotted slowly by early on the drive and a 

South American Coati was glimpsed as it crossed the road. Capybaras were the third mammals of the afternoon 

before a Nine-banded Armadillo was seen by some of the group, followed by another Agouti and several Feral 

Pigs. A Brazilian Tapir was briefly seen as it crossed the road and then 2 (probably including the first one), were 

observed running up the road distantly ahead. A Grey Brocket Deer was seen on the return drive back to the 

lodge for dinner. 

Day 4 Sunday 27th July 

The pre-dawn rain had cleared when the group set forth for some early morning exploration at a nearby wetland. 

In the dull light as we walked towards the wooden boardwalk the huge yellow bill of a passing Toco Toucan 

appeared like a “high-vis” accessory!  Birds seen in the area included the beautiful Red-crested Cardinal, Smooth-

billed Ani, Great Antshrike and a splendid Green-barred Woodpecker. A couple of Buff-necked Ibis were 

perched in a dead tree, whilst a Savana Hawk quartered the area and no less than 10 Hyacinth Macaws gathered 

in a tree. 

 

After breakfast we toured from the safari vehicle, an excellent viewing platform. By now if we had become a 

little blasé with Caiman, due to their shear abundance, it was a real delight to study one with tiny young on its 

back. And a great photo opportunity! A nearby pair of nesting Jabiru had the cameras clicking too. What 

impressive birds these giant storks are!  
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New birds for the trip included an adult Crane Hawk which was hunting the area, the striking Orange-backed 

Troupial, the equally colourful Rufous-tailed Jacamar, and the even more so Blue-crowned Trogon! A White-

wedged Piculet was a little more challenging to see but well worth the effort. 

 

Three Black-capped Capuchin Monkeys foraging in the lodge side trees provided a pleasant distraction over 

lunch. After which we took a stroll through some open woodland to a location where Marcos had hope to show 

us a Great Potoo. Although the Potoo remained elusive the walk produced a stunning view of a splendid male 

Crimson-crested Woodpecker feeding and drumming. Trickier to observe was a Rusty-fronted Tody-Flycatcher 

but eventually all those who endeavoured managed to see it. As we returned to the lodge an Agouti obligingly 

presented itself well for the cameras. Other mammals were the main targets for our late afternoon/evening drive 

which followed on from the walk. With the aid of the spotlight and more than a dozen pair of eager eyes we 

spotted a Tapir. It was Sally’s initial sighting and we were soon all able to enjoy great views of a Tapir as it 

browsed on a bush. 

Day 5 Monday 28th July 

We had intended to leave Pouso Alegre had 6am for the transfer to Porto Jofre however Maggie’s illness delayed 

that. After arrangements for Maggie’s care were in place the rest of group minus Maggie and Bob departed and 

turned onto the” Transpantaneira”, the dirt and gravel road which runs for a further 100 km or so to the  Rio 

Cuiaba. After the very wet conditions which just preceded our visit to Brazil the surface of the “road” was like 

deep brown porridge. We were told we had the best driver for the conditions and we were certainly going to 

need his skills to negotiate the non-four wheel drive minibus along the route, but with consummate ease we 

advanced. The drive was an experience in itself, but when we did take our eyes of the road ahead, there was 

plenty of wildlife to be seen. A troop of Coatis was passed and at a hotel comfort stop we had our first Anhinga, 

several females at first and then a superb male. Another new bird during the journey was a Little Blue Heron. 

There were plenty of moments when we passed several abandoned vehicles stuck in the mud, but finally we 

reached our destination. The drive was a great experience and I don’t believe anyone would have liked to have 

missed it and our driver was applauded and rewarded before his return rally.  

 

At Porto Jofre we transferred to power boats for a leisurely cruise to our house boat hotel located on the Rio 

Piquiri near its confluence with the Rio Cuiaba. Once on board and checking into our rooms we were soon 

enjoying a delicious lunch. A wildlife cruise was planned for later in the afternoon but following an alert by 

Marcos that a Jaguar had been seen, we cast off a little earlier and with a little more haste! With great 

anticipation, we sped along the winding river, holding on around the sweeping bends. It was to be a 30 minute 

journey to the reported sighting we were informed, but we had barely gone half that time when Dave cried out 

“Jaguar”, to be joined in chorus by most of the group. We had spotted a Jaguar, not the one we were intending 

to see but one we had found! What a great feeling to see such icon animal and especially satisfying to find one 

ourselves… It was on the bank of the river in the open though by the time we had halted it had disappeared into 

cover. Marcos judged it would be better to press on to the original reported location which we did. There we 

about half a dozen boats already there lying alongside the opposite shore from the sighting. We took up our 

position near them from where we could just make out the spotted head of this big cat.  
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A vigil commenced when little more than glimpses were to be had, but our patience was eventually rewarded 

when we had increasingly better views as it walked in and out of sight, partially screened by vegetation before 

emerging on the river bank in the open and was then joined by a second Jaguar briefly before both returned into 

cover. It was a very delirious group that boated back to the mother ship that evening as a wonderful sunset 

formed! 

Day 6 Tuesday 29th July 

We took a 0530 breakfast and were on the river in our small craft as the sun rose. The early light revealed a troop 

of Howler Monkeys with 2 babies in a riverside tree which was delightful to see. Bird variety was as usual good 

this morning, including 2 Rusty-backed Spinetails, a Blacked-capped Donacobius feeding just above the floating 

vegetation, a Black-fronted Nunbird and our first Blue-throated Piping Guan. Our birding was abruptly 

interrupted to respond to a Jaguar sighting. The gentle pace of our boat now changed to what we referred to as 

“Jaguar speed” as we raced off in search of the big cat. The adrenalin was rushing as well as the boat, but alas the 

big carnivore had disappeared.  A brilliant Blue-crowned Motmot at the location was a just reward.  

 

If we missed one carnivore we certainly made up for it with another, for a little later we had a fascinating 

encounter with 6 Giant River Otters. For anyone familiar with Otters back home in Britain, these Neo-tropical 

ones by comparison are huge. We never manoeuvred towards the foraging creatures but rather placed the boat a 

long way ahead of their direction of travel. Without any hesitation they carried on as if we were not there, diving 

for food, feeding and with their head and shoulders well out of the water chattering to one another. At times 

swimming within about a metre of the boat, so we were careful to keep our hands inboard after seeing the size of 

their teeth! What an experience! 

 

After lunch back in the comfort of the house boat we set off again to cruise the rivers in our smaller power boat. 

A Jaguar had again been reported so we headed to the location. When we reached the area the boats already 

there had lost contact with it. It looked like it could be a repeat of this morning’s vanishing cat but Marcos had 

indications it was moving along the river bank and sure enough moments later he saw it, and then we saw it as it 

swam from that bank across the river to the opposite side of the river. We watched it climb out and then walk 

along the bank before disappearing into the undergrowth. We staked the area out for 45 minutes without a 

further sighting, though during this period, first a Caiman crashed unnaturally into the water and then a little later 

a Capybara swam out from the shore. Both animals had been ahead of the direction the Jaguar was last seen 

proceeding on.    

 

We arrived back at the boat hotel before sunset and after dinner our host, Charles Mann again gave a lecture, 

(yesterday he gave one on Jaguars), this time he gave an equally informative and entertaining one on the Giant 

River Otters. Afterwards the group had a general discussion with Charles and his 2 daughters, before retiring for 

a well-earned rest. 

Day 7 Wednesday 30th July 

When we set off for our exploration of the rivers we had been reunited with Maggie and Bob. They reported that 

they had been cared for extremely well and Maggie had recovered well enough to travel yesterday to rejoin the 

tour.  
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The group encouraged them to take prime positions at the head of the boat and we all secretly hoped that 

another Jaguar encounter was in store, especially for our 2 companions. Howler Monkeys proved to be the first 

mammal sightings for the second day in a row. The party comprised of a very black male, a brown immature and 

female carrying a baby. Shortly after we found a group of Giant River Otters which we shadowed for a while 

watching them climb onto a fallen tree that lay on the surface of the water, which they frequently did to feed on 

their catches. Nearby we located 2 nests of Tiger Herons, one containing small downy young, the other with fully 

grown ones. A pair of White-tailed Hawks circled overhead and amongst other birds 3 White Woodpeckers 

showed well as did a Black-backed Water Tyrant. Before returning for lunch we discovered another troop of 

Howler Monkeys, this time numbering seven, and then a single Giant River Otter which was leaping up high out 

of the water to presumably have a deeper dive.  

 

We were now becoming familiar with “Three Brothers”, “The Black Channel” and the array of smaller creeks 

when we recommence our wildlife quest in the afternoon. Very soon Marcos had spotted a Jaguar. Not on the 

bank, but swimming across the river in front of our boat. It emerged onto the shore and we had brief, 

intermittent views of it as it walked along. However it soon disappeared though almost immediately a second was 

swimming across the river in the opposite direction which frustratingly we again lost sight of. From our craft we 

scoured the banks and to our relief we located what was probably the first Jaguar. With the adrenalin pulsing we 

watched as the big cat, South America’s apex predator, stalked in and out of view along the river bank for several 

hundred metres. We witnessed a calling Capybara leap into the river on detecting its approach. Another 

Capybara did similar; though this time it appeared to have been alerted by an alarming Cocoi Heron which had 

spotted the big felines presence. A fabulous experience we had shared in the heart of the Pantanal! It was 

especially pleasing that Maggie and Bob saw Jaguars too. With the boats engine switched off, we wound down 

from our high with a beer under a glorious sunset, before heading back for dinner. 

Day 8 Thursday 31st July 

Alas we had to vacate our floating hotel this morning in preparation for our return via the Transpantaneira. 

Before starting that journey though we boated along the Cuiaba to a fishing lodge a few kilometres away. En 

route, as well as Southern and White-winged Swallows we passed a Grey-breasted Martin colony on the river 

bank. There was an abundance of birdlife at the lodge with many of the species very confiding thanks to the 

owner regularly feeding them. A Red-throated Guan wandered at ease with Chaco Chachalaca’ past would- be 

photographers. Yellow-chevroned Parakeets, Chestnut-eared Aracari’s and at least 8 Hyacinth Macaws perched 

freely in the park like setting. Southern Caracaras and Black Vultures were joined by a massive pair of Jabirus to 

feed on fish thrown to them only metres from the assembled Naturetrek group. As well as the inevitable 

Capybaras and a couple of Azara’s Agoutis, a Six-banded Armadillo appeared from its burrow and became the 

star attraction. It proved an excellent venue and an inspired decision by our guide Marcus to take us there. 

 

Due to hot conditions that prevailed during our stay on the house boat the Transpantaneira had transformed to a 

dry and easily passable road for our drive northwards to South Wild Lodge. The safari vehicle proved its worth 

allowing us good views throughout the journey and particularly of 2 stunning Laughing Falcons. After we had 

settled ourselves into our new accommodation and enjoyed a leisurely lunch, the group divided onto 2 power 

boats on the Rio Claro.  
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We didn’t travel far before landing and taking a stroll through some dry woodland where we had been informed 

Great Potoos roost. Marcus pointed one of these nocturnal birds high in a tree though it proved quite tricky to 

see well. Being guided a little deeper into the forest we arrived at a spot where another one was known to be 

roosting and this time without any further prompting most of the group quickly located the extraordinary 

looking bird despite its cryptic plumage blending with its host tree. Being relatively low it was great opportunity 

to study and photograph this motionless creature. Simply magical! Back on the river a Broad-billed Flycatcher 

flitted amongst the bank vegetation whilst the spectacle of hundreds of Bare-face Ibis arriving at their riverside 

roost was a fitting end to a memorable excursion. 

 

Day 9 Friday 1st August 

Both Band-tailed and Nacunda Nighthawks greeted the group when they gathered for a dawn walk. A Grassland 

Sparrow perched obligingly on a termite mound and a Brown-chested Martin was on the wires. Giant and Bay-

winged Cowbirds were some of the other species seen. Just after breakfast a Lineated Woodpecker was seen at a 

probable nest hole before we took a short drive. In a flooded field we saw Black-necked Stilt and Solitary 

Sandpiper, with Tropical Kingbird and White-rumped Monjita nearby. A drier field contained a Greater Rhea 

and 3 Marsh Deer including an antlered male. 

 

We arrived at the Suclaro Lodge in good time for lunch where amongst others Yellow-billed Tanagers and 

Saffron Finches were attending the feeders. Crested Oropendola and Solitary Black Cacique were also in the area 

as was the powerfully jawed and clawed Black Tegu Lizard that roamed the grounds. A Little Woodpecker and 2 

Lineated Woodpeckers were on the edge of the lodge whilst later from the boat we saw 2 Pale-crested 

Woodpeckers. Other sightings from the boat included Squirrel Cuckoo, Orange-backed Troupial and a Black-

fronted Nunbird. We visited a spot where a Black-collard Hawk surveyed its domain from a riverside tree and 

our boatman threw a fish onto the surface of the water for it to retrieve. Despite ample preparation with our 

cameras the raptor was far too fast for us. Too much hilarity a repeat try ended with similar results. A little later 3 

Capuchin Monkeys were seen and during the sunset Howler Monkeys began calling. 

Day 10 Saturday 2nd August 

We set off 5am spotlighting from our safari vehicle. Two single Crab-eating Racoons were soon seen and a 

Brazilian rabbit was a new mammal species for our tour. We continued our drive along a section of the 

Transpantaneira. Both a Marsh and Grey Brocket Deer were see plus a couple of Agoutis and a Crab-eating Fox. 

Amongst the birds observed a Cinereous-breasted Spinetail was the only one of the tour.  

 

After breakfast primates were a feature with a couple of Capuchin Monkeys at the lodge which had become 

habituated by feeding, followed by a male Howler Monkey during our next drive. We also had 2 Whistling 

Herons on the drive before we debussed to take a woodland stroll. One of the highlights during the walk was a 

Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl. Other species were Rusty-fronted Tody-flycatcher, a female Great Antshrike, and 

Olivaceous and Buff Woodcreepers. An obliging pair of Pale-headed Woodpeckers landed quite close and 

rounded of an excellent morning. Some relaxation time after lunch was taken up by siestas, swimming, or 

photography at the feeders where Chestnut-eared Aracaris and Nanday Parakeets indulged themselves.  
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At 3.30pm we took to the Rio Claro again where Green-and-Rufous Kingfisher was glimpsed dashing in and out 

overhanging riverside cover. It was the first and only one of the trip so pleasing to eventually have a clear view of 

it perched on a branch. Also difficult to see was a Band-tailed Antbird which appeared to be skulking in the bank 

thickets but finally it alighted on the exposed shore of the river to everyone’s relief. Further on David spotted a 

Sungrebe as we drifted by but it was soon lost in the shadows of the overhanging vegetation. The bird was 

relocated and the boat repositioned so that all on board had good views of it swimming with its pumping action 

and occasionally climbing onto branches that trailed in the water, though unfortunately all trace was lost of it by 

the time the other boat joined up. 

Day 11 Sunday 3rd August 

With an even earlier start than yesterday we commenced another spotlighting safari. After completing the estate 

road we took the Transpantaneira northwards for a short distance before turning onto the private road to Pouso 

Alegre which Marcos had obtained special permission to use. Quite a few mammal species were seen including 2 

Crab-eating Foxes again. We drove the private road twice, so keen was Marco to find a Giant Anteater for us, as 

this would be our last realistic chance of the tour. However it was not too be…although our endeavour did 

provide yet another wonderful mammal, a Lesser Anteater. We had close views of this close cousin of our larger 

quarry and in good light too, so it was a good compensation.  

 

A diurnal safari after breakfast produced sightings of at least 6 Greater Rheas with some quite close to the road. 

Whilst photographing a couple of these huge flightless birds a Striped Cuckoo put in an appearance and was our 

only record for the tour. Back at the lodge we had lunch and compiled our daily log before we had to depart for 

Cuiaba. After checking into our overnight hotel, close to the airport, we enjoyed a meal in a nearby steak house. 

Day 12 Monday 4th August 

It was a day of travel with an early flight to Brasilia followed by a connection to Iguazu. It was a short transfer 

from the airport to our accommodation in Argentina and with a courier we crossed the border smoothly without 

even the necessity to de-bus. After checking in to the lodge, there was still time for a walk around the rainforest 

environs before dark. Here we found a lovely Golden-crowned Warbler, 2 aptly name Magpie Tanagers, an 

impressive Red-rumped Cacique and several striking Blue Dacnis. Overhead Great Dusky Swifts wielded around 

and before the light faded were Yellow Tyrannulet and Tropical Parula. Helen and Sally continued into the 

twilight with our local guided Daniel and were rewarded with the only sighting on the tour of a splendid Rufous-

capped Motmot. 

Day 13 Tuesday 5th August 

We drove to the Iguazu National Park where we soon became engrossed in the profuse and colourful birdlife. 

Two Toco Toucans met us at the car park where we found 3 Yellow-fronted Woodpeckers. A glance to the sky 

over the river saw scores of Great Dusky Swifts, dozens of Black Vultures and circling with them a Short-tailed 

Hawk. Nearer at hand in addition to some of the species we saw yesterday, we had Pale-breasted and Rufous-

bellied Thrushes, Chopi Blackbirds, Plush-crested Jays, with 2 Chalk-browed Mockingbirds perched on the flag 

pole. A flock of Blue-winged Parrotlets presented great photographic opportunities as did a Scaly-headed Parrot. 
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A Green-headed Tanager was stunning, whilst a Fawn-breasted Tanager in the same tree was only marginally less 

so! Dave alerted the group to Bat Falcon that zoomed in from over the river. We explored a couple of trails 

through the forest where we encountered our first Brown-capped Capuchin Monkeys of the tour. They 

comprised of a troop of 8 and it was fascinating studying them at close range. Also new for the tour was a pair of 

Blond-crested Woodpeckers which we saw well. A pair of Campo Flickers was in the same area, plus Ochre-

breasted Foliage-gleaner, Tropical Parula, Rufous Hornero and briefly a male Blue Manakin. 

 

Afterwards we enjoyed a lovely buffet lunch at the sites restaurant which was under siege from the local Coati 

clans. Then the group headed off for an amazing experience. We took one of the trails to view the spectacular 

Iguazu Falls. No amount of superlatives could do the natural feature justice and it is not only a visual experience, 

as the sound of the thundering water and the sensation of the spray all add to the atmosphere. This wasn’t 

enough for Chris and Graham who took the zodiac ride to the foot of the turbulent falls! 

Day 14 Wednesday 6th August 

This morning after checking out of the lodge we visited a quieter area of the National Park where Daniel had 

obtained permission to walk along a gravel road with our bus following on behind at a distance. Either side of 

the road was thick rainforest which we birded as we went along. A pair of Chestnut-bellied Euphonias gave great 

views, though an Epaulet Oriole not so. Two male Long-tailed Tyrants were amazing and we had Ruby-crowned 

Tanager, Ochre-collared Piculet and Masked Yellowthroat to name a few. At one point we followed a narrower 

track leading off on the left. Butterflies had been a feature of the walk and no more so that on this part of our 

route and it was here that we saw a Tayra. This South American member of the weasel family, about the size of a 

marten came bounding up the trail towards us. Sirystes (Flycatcher) and Spot-backed Antshrike were amongst 

other birds seen in the area and we heard several Surucua Trogons before fortunately viewing one of these exotic 

avian species.  

 

In the nearby town we had lunch and then visited a bird garden close by where there various feeders. Taking to 

seats around the garden, in comfort we observed an array of birds, with Hummingbirds drawing the most 

attention. The commonest was the Versicolor Emerald, but the group saw Black Jacobin, Violet-capped 

Woodnymph, Gilded, White-throated and at least one Planalto Hermit. Apart from the hummingbirds, other 

species feeding at close range included Blue Dacnis, Saffron Finch, Shiny Cowbird and Ruddy Ground-dove. 

Afterwards we crossed the border back to Brazil and checked into our hotel which was convenient for the 

airport. 

Day 15 Thursday 7th August 

For what was our final day in South America, after breakfast the group walked the short distance to the shuttle 

bus station for the Nation Park. En route we had a fitting send off by some Toco Toucans.  A bus ride took us 

to the core of the park from where a trail leads out to view the endless series of waterfalls of the Iguazu which 

are even more panoramic from the Brazilian side. A causeway angling out towards the falls allows visitors a 

closer view and the mist and spray didn’t deter many. Afterwards the group had its last meal together, enjoying a 

great lunch with spectacular views from above the falls.  
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Before changing for our departing flight we visited a Wildlife Park where representatives of many of the superb 

species of the Neo-tropics we had enjoyed over the past two weeks were seen. And what an amazing and 

memorable two weeks it had been…stunning wildlife, impressive scenery and great company! 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485


Tour Report  Brazilian Pantanal & Iguazu Falls 

 

 

© Naturetrek     November 14 1 
 

Species Lists 

Birds (= recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

      July/August 

  Common name Scientific name 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 1 2 3 4 5 6 

1 Undulated Tinamou Crypturellus undulatus     H H   H  H           

2 Greater Rhea Rhea americana                      

3 Chaco Chachalaca Ortalis canicollis                 

4 Chestnut-bellied Guan Penelope ochrogaster                    

5 Blue-throated Piping-guan Pipile cumanensis                     

6 Bare-faced Curassow Crax fasciolata                     

7 Southern Screamer Chauna torquata                       

8 White-faced Whistling-duck Dendrocygna viduata                          

9 Black-bellied Whistling-duck Dendrocygna autumnalis               H       

10 Muscovy Duck Cairina moschata                         

11 Brazilian Teal Amazonetta brasiliensis                       

12 Wood Stork Mycteria americana                  

13 Jabiru Jabiru mycteria                 

14 Plumbeous Ibis Theristicus caerulescens                  

15 Buff-necked Ibis Theristicus caudatus                   

16 Green Ibis Mesembrinibis cayennensis                        

17 Bare-faced Ibis Phimosus infuscatus                      

18 Roseate Spoonbill Platalea ajaja                     

19 Rufescent Tiger-Heron Tigrisoma lineatum                 

20 Boat-billed Heron Cochlearius cochlearius                         

21 Black-crowned Night Heron Heron Nycticorax                 

22 Striated Heron Butorides striata                 

23 Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis                       

24 Cocoi Heron Ardea cocoi                 

25 Great Egret Ardea alba                 

26 Capped Heron Pilherodius pileatus                     

27 Whistling Heron Syrigma sibilatrix                         

28 Little Blue Heron Egretta caerulea                         
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29 Snowy Egret Egretta thula                

30 Neotropic Cormorant Phalacrocorax brasilianus                   

31 Anhinga Anhinga                      

32 Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura                   

33 Lesser Yellow-headed Vulture Cathartes burrovianus                   

34 Black Vulture Coragyps atratus               

35 Southern Caracara Caracara plancus                 

36 Yellow-headed Caracara Milvago chimachima                         

37 Laughing Falcon Herpetotheres cachinnans                          

38 American Kestrel Falco sparverius                          

39 Aplomado Falcon Falco femoralis                          

40 Bat Falcon Falco rufigularis                          

41 Snail Kite Rostrhamus sociabilis                 

42 Long-winged Harrier Circus buffoni                          

43 Crane Hawk Geranospiza caerulescens                        

44 Great Black-Hawk Buteogallus urubitinga                  

45 Savanna Hawk Heterospizias meridionalis                 

46 Black-collared Hawk Busarellus nigricollis                  

47 Roadside Hawk Rupornis magnirostris                  

48 Short-tailed Hawk Buteo brachyurus                          

49 White-tailed Hawk Buteo albicaudatus                       

50 Sunbittern  Eurypyga helias                     

51 Gray-necked Wood-rail Aramides cajanea                      

52 Sungrebe  Heliornis fulica                          

53 Limpkin Aramus guarauna                 

54 Black-necked Stilt Himantopus mexicanus                          

55 Pied Lapwing Vanellus cayanus                       

56 Southern Lapwing Vanellus chilensis                  

57 Collared Plover Charadrius collaris                         

58 Wattled Jacana Jacana jacana                 

59 Solitary Sandpiper Tringa solitaria                          

60 Yellow-billed Tern Sterna superciliaris                       
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61 Large-billed Tern Phaetusa simplex                   

62 Black Skimmer Rynchops niger                    

63 Picazuro Pigeon Patagioenas picazuro                   

64 Pale-vented Pigeon Patagioenas cayennensis                         

65 Eared Dove Zenaida auriculata                       

66 Scaled Dove Columbina squammata                        

67 Ruddy Ground-dove Columbina talpacoti                    

68 Picui Ground-dove Columbina picui                         

69 Long-tailed Ground-dove Uropelia campestris                        

70 White-tipped Dove Leptotila verreauxi                     

71 Hyacinth Macaw Anodorhynchus hyacinthinus                     

72 Blue-crowned Parakeet Aratinga acuticaudata                          

73 Peach-fronted Parakeet Aratinga aurea                        

74 Nanday Parakeet Nandayus nenday                         

75 Maroon-bellied Parakeet Pyrrhura frontalis                         

76 Monk Parakeet Myiopsitta monachus                    

77 Blue-winged Parrotlet Forpus xanthopterygius                          

78 Yellow-chevroned Parakeet Brotogeris chiriri                     

79 Scaly-headed Parrot Pionus maximiliani                      

80 Blue-fronted Amazon Amazona aestiva                  

81 Little Cuckoo Coccycua minuta                         

82 Squirrel Cuckoo Piaya cayana                      

83 Greater Ani Crotophaga major                          

84 Smooth-billed Ani Crotophaga ani                 

85 Guira Cuckoo Guira guira                    

86 Striped Cuckoo Tapera naevia                          

87 Great Horned Owl Bubo virginianus                           

88 Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl Glaucidium brasilianum                         

89 Great Potoo Nyctibius grandis                          

90 Band-tailed Nighthawk Nyctiprogne leucopyga                    

91 Nacunda Nighthawk Podager nacunda                       

92 Common Pauraque Nyctidromus albicollis                        
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93 Great Dusky Swift Cypseloides senex                        

94 Sick's Swift Chaetura meridionalis                          

95 Planalto Hermit Phaethornis pretrei                         

96 Black Jacobin Florisuga fusca                         

97 Violet-capped Woodnymph Thalurania glaucopis                        

98 Gilded Hummingbird Hylocharis chrysura                         

99 White-throated Hummingbird Leucochloris albicollis                         

100 Versicolored Emerald Amazilia versicolor                         

101 Glittering-throated Emerald Amazilia fimbriata                         

102 Surucua Trogon Trogon surrucura                         

103 Blue-crowned Trogon Trogon curucui                        

104 Amazon Kingfisher Chloroceryle amazona                 

105 Green Kingfisher Chloroceryle americana                    

106 Green-and-rufous Kingfisher Chloroceryle inda                          

107 American Pygmy Kingfisher Chloroceryle aenea                           

108 Ringed Kingfisher Megaceryle torquatus                   

109 Blue-crowned Motmot Momotus momota                          

110 Rufous-capped Motmot Baryphthengus ruficapillus                          

111 Chestnut-eared Aracari Pteroglossus castanotis                  

112 Toco Toucan Ramphastos toco                  

113 Ochre-collared Piculet Picumnus temminckii                         

114 White-wedged Piculet Picumnus albosquamatus                         

115 White Woodpecker Melanerpes candidus                        

116 Yellow-fronted Woodpecker Melanerpes flavifrons                          

117 Little Woodpecker Veniliornis passerinus                        

118 Golden-green Woodpecker Piculus chrysochloros                         

119 Green-barred Woodpecker Colaptes melanochloros                          

120 Campo Flicker Colaptes campestris                        

121 Pale-crested Woodpecker Celeus lugubris                         

122 Blond-crested Woodpecker Celeus flavescens                          

123 Lineated Woodpecker Dryocopus lineatus                         

124 Crimson-crested Woodpecker Campephilus melanoleucos                         
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125 Rufous-tailed Jacamar Galbula ruficauda                      

126 Black-fronted Nunbird Monasa nigrifrons                         

127 Helmeted Manakin Antilophia galeata                         

128 Southern Beardless-tyrannulet Camptostoma obsoletum                         H 

129 Yellow Tyrannulet Capsiempis flaveola                        

130 Eared Pygmy-tyrant Myiornis auricularis                         

131 Rusty-fronted Tody-Flycatcher Poecilotriccus latirostris                         

132 Vermilion Flycatcher Pyrocephalus rubinus                   

133 White-rumped Monjita Xolmis velatus                       

134 Black-backed Water-tyrant Fluvicola albiventer                        

135 White-headed Marsh-tyrant Arundinicola leucocephala                         

136 Long-tailed Tyrant Colonia colonus                         

137 Cattle Tyrant Machetornis rixosa                    

138 Rusty-margined Flycatcher Myiozetetes cayanensis                         

139 Social Flycatcher Myiozetetes similis                         

140 Lesser Kiskadee Philohydor lictor                          

141 Great Kiskadee Pitangus sulphuratus               

142 Boat-billed Flycatcher Megarynchus pitangua                        

143 Tropical Kingbird Tyrannus melancholicus                 

144 Sirystes  Sirystes sibilator                         

145 Short-crested Flycatcher Myiarchus ferox                        

146 Spot-backed Antshrike Hypoedaleus guttatus                         

147 Great Antshrike Taraba major                       

148 Barred Antshrike Thamnophilus doliatus                          

149 Variable Antshrike Thamnophilus caerulescens                         

150 Rufous-winged Antwren Herpsilochmus rufimarginatus                         

151 White-shouldered Fire-eye Pyriglena leucoptera                          

152 Band-tailed Antbird Hypocnemoides maculicauda                          

153 Pale-legged Hornero Furnarius leucopus                         

154 Rufous Hornero Furnarius rufus                  

155 Chotoy Spinetail Schoeniophylax phryganophilus                         

156 Cinereous-breasted Spinetail Synallaxis hypospodia                          
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157 White-lored Spinetail Synallaxis albilora                          

158 Rusty-backed Spinetail Cranioleuca vulpina                          

159 Yellow-chinned Spinetail Certhiaxis cinnamomeus                          

160 Rufous-fronted Thornbird Phacellodomus rufifrons                          

161 Greater Thornbird Phacellodomus ruber                       

162 Rufous Cachalote Pseudoseisura unirufa                       

163 Ochre-breasted Foliage-gleaner Philydor lichtensteini                        

164 Olivaceous Woodcreeper Sittasomus griseicapillus                          

165 Great Rufous Woodcreeper Xiphocolaptes major                          

166 Buff-throated Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus guttatus                          

167 Narrow-billed Woodcreeper Lepidocolaptes angustirostris                       

168 Red-billed Scythebill Campylorhamphus trochilirostris                         

169 Rufous-browed Peppershrike Cyclarhis gujanensis                          

170 Purplish Jay Cyanocorax cyanomelas                       

171 Plush-crested Jay Cyanocorax chrysops                          

172 White-winged Swallow Tachycineta albiventer                     

173 White-rumped Swallow Tachycineta leucorrhoa                          

174 Brown-chested Martin Progne tapera                        

175 Grey-breasted Martin Progne chalybea                         

176 Southern Rough-winged Swallow Stelgidopteryx ruficollis                        

177 Thrush-like Wren Campylorhynchus turdinus              H         

178 House Wren Troglodytes aedon                        

179 Creamy-bellied Gnatcatcher Polioptila lactea                         

180 Masked Gnatcatcher Polioptila dumicola                          

181 Black-capped Donacobius Donacobius atricapilla                    

182 Chalk-browed Mockingbird Mimus saturninus                       

183 Yellow-legged Thrush Turdus flavipes                          

184 Rufous-bellied Thrush Turdus rufiventris                     

185 Pale-breasted Thrush Turdus leucomelas                         

186 Creamy-bellied Thrush Turdus amaurochalinus                          

187 White-necked Thrush Turdus albicollis                         

188 House Sparrow Passer domesticus                        
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189 Tropical Parula Parula pitiayumi                        

190 Masked Yellowthroat Geothlypis aequinoctialis                         

191 Golden-crowned Warbler Basileuterus culicivorus                        

192 Crested Oropendola Psarocolius decumanus                      

193 Yellow-rumped Cacique Cacicus cela                      

194 Red-rumped Cacique Cacicus haemorrhous                        

195 Solitary Black Cacique Cacicus solitarius                      

196 Epaulet Oriole Icterus cayanensis                        

197 Orange-backed Troupial Icterus croconotus                      

198 Chopi Blackbird Gnorimopsar chopi                       

199 Scarlet-headed Blackbird Amblyramphus holosericeus                         

200 Bay-winged Cowbird Agelaioides badius                        

201 Shiny Cowbird Molothrus bonariensis                      

202 Giant Cowbird Molothrus oryzivorus                      

203 Unicolored Blackbird Agelasticus cyanopus                      

204 White-browed Blackbird Sturnella superciliaris                        

205 Bananaquit  Coereba flaveola                      

206 Grassland Sparrow Ammodramus humeralis                          

207 Saffron Finch Sicalis flaveola                    

208 Rusty-collared Seedeater Sporophila collaris                       

209 Red-crested Cardinal Paroaria coronata                         

210 Yellow-billed Cardinal Paroaria capitata                   

211 Magpie Tanager Cissopis leverianus                        

212 Black-goggled Tanager Trichothraupis melanops                         

213 Ruby-crowned Tanager Tachyphonus coronatus                         

214 Silver-beaked Tanager Ramphocelus carbo                         

215 Sayaca Tanager Thraupis sayaca                   

216 Palm Tanager Thraupis palmarum                        

217 Fawn-breasted Tanager Pipraeidea melanonota                        

218 White-banded Tanager Neothraupis fasciata                          

219 Blue Dacnis Dacnis cayana                       

220 Chestnut-vented Conebill Conirostrum speciosum                         
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221 Chestnut-bellied Euphonia Euphonia pectoralis                         

222 Greyish Saltator Saltator coerulescens                        

223 Red-throated Piping Guan Pipile cujubi                          

224 White-banded Mockingbird Mimus triurus                          

225 Blue-headed Manakin Chiroxiphia caudata                          

Mammals                             

1 Nine-banded Long-nosed Armadillo Dasypus novemcinctus   1                       

2 Brazilian Tapir Tapirus terrestris   2 1           1         

3 Giant River Otter Pteronura brasiliensis         9 7 2             

4 South American Coati Nasua Nasua   1 1 13     1     2   15   

5 Crab-eating Racoon Procyon cancrivorous     1           2 1       

6 Crab-eating Fox Cerdocyon thous 2 1             1 2       

7 Black Howler Monkey Alouatta caraya         7 12 3 H 1         

8 Black-capped Capuchin Monkey Cebus apella     1       1 4 3     7   

9 Azara's Agouti Dasyprocta azarae   2 1 1     1   3 1   1   

10 Capybara Hydrochaeris hydrochaeris 14 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 15 10 10     

11 Brazilian Cavy Cavia aperea                       1   

12 Marsh Deer Blastocerus dichotomous       1       3 1 3       

13 Jaguar Panthera onca       3 1 2               

14 Six-banded Armadillo Euphractes sexcinctus             1             

15 Long-nosed Bat Rhynchonycteris naso 2           2 3 3         

16 Grey Brocket Deer Mazama gouazoubira 1   1 1         1 1       

17 Tayra Eira barbara                         1 

18 Lesser Fishing Bat Noctilionidae albiventris     7 7       2           

19 Greater Fishing Bat Nocilio leporinus       75   50               

20 Southern Tamandua Tamandua tetradactyla                   1       

21 Brazilian Rabbit Sylvilagus brasiliensis                 1 1       

Reptiles, Amphibians and Insects                             

1 House Gecko Hemidactylus mabouia                   1       

2 Water Snake Hydrodynastes gigas               1           
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3 Green Iguana Iguana Iguana   2     1 1 2             

4 Yacare Caiman Myrmecophaga tridactyla   C C C C C C C C C       

5 Tree Frog Hyla spp                   1       

6 Black Tegu Tupinambis merianae               1 1         

7 Brazilian Morpho Butterfly Morpho menelaus       1                   

 


