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Tour Participants:  Alyson Melo (tour guide), Robin Smith (Naturetrek Tailormade Manager) with 9 

Naturetrek clients 

Day 1 Monday 20th June 

Most of the group flew from London Heathrow direct to São Paolo. 

Day 2 Tuesday 21st June 

A few members of the group met up in the departure lounge for our onward flight to Salvador. Several Black 

Vultures circled the airport grounds as we alighted at Salvador, where we had a few hours to relax, get a bite to 

eat and drink, before taking our final flight to Barreiras – a small city in the north-eastern state of Bahia. We 

arrived at the tiny airport just as the sun was dipping below the horizon. Temperatures were pleasantly cool, and 

after a short wait for our bags at the tiny collection point we were met by our local naturalist guide, Alyson Melo. 

After a long journey, with several connecting flights, the group was pleased to freshen up in our comfortable 

modern hotel and enjoy a hearty evening meal, with the prospect of our first full day in the field very much at the 

forefront of our minds!   

Day 3 Wednesday 22nd June 

The day began with a pleasant breakfast where a few House Sparrows were noted in the small garden – a 

somewhat innocuous start to what would prove to be an incredible wildlife journey of discovery! The city of 

Barreiras has sprung up thanks to the soya industry, but there was little to keep us here and we were soon leaving 

the city in our comfortable minibus. Turkey Vultures seemed to be constantly circling overhead as we made our 

way northwards. The journey took several hours and along the way we made a few stops for refreshments, and a 

chance to take in what wildlife was on offer. A Great Kiskadee was seen flitting between telegraph wires, near to 

the petrol station, and we also enjoyed views of a lone Monarch butterfly and caught sight of a huge grasshopper 

in flight, although it remained unidentified as we couldn’t get a close view of this ‘whopper’. Moving on in our 

minibus, a few of the group glimpsed a Greater Rhea in an open area of scrub land, although we weren’t able to 

stop.  

After a few hours we changed over to an open-topped 

four-wheel-drive truck. The last hour or so of the 

journey saw us move off the paved road and onto a 

dirt and sand track which wound its way past several 

small farmsteads, eventually entering the Parnaiba 

River Headwaters National Park. Along the way we 

enjoyed good views of perched Peach-fronted 

Parakeets, as well as dashing Yellow-chevroned 

Parakeets in flight, before we later pulled into camp – 

the aptly named Hyacinth Valley Camp. Several of the 

group members were quick to discover the fantastic 

feeding station to the side of the main building. Here various fruits tempt in a variety of birds including a few 

Brazilian endemics such as the brightly-coloured Campo Troupial and Red-cowled Cardinal. Feisty Chalk-

browed Mockingbirds were regulars, as were Pale-breasted Thrush and various tanagers including Palm, Sayaca 

Common Marmosets (Robin Smith) 
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and Silver-beaked. As we enjoyed these close-up views, the birds suddenly scattered and a series of high-pitch 

squeaks announced the arrival of a small family group of five Common Marmosets – including a couple of tiny 

youngsters!     

 

Satisfied by a delicious lunch, we again enjoyed the 

delights of the feeding station, noting several Scaled 

Doves and a handful of Rufous Horneros scratching 

around on the deck in the shade, whilst parties of both 

Curl-crested and White-naped Jays put in an 

appearance. Our attentions were diverted thanks to 

three King Vultures soaring high over ahead. We later 

set out down a sandy track in our open-sided truck, 

into the cerrado (dry forest) and caatinga (scrub land) 

habitat of the region. Literally translated as ‘closed’, the 

‘cerrado’ is a rich tropical savannah comprising a 

mosaic of habitats including forest, woodland, wetlands and gallery forest. It is the second largest biome in South 

America (after the Amazon) but is amongst the least studied and least protected. Stands of Mauritia Palms and 

Tabebuia Trees add splashes of green, yellow and pale pink, and there are tall rust-red cliffs fringing open areas 

of gold-coloured grassland. After a short drive we stopped beside a shaded dry stream bed, and walked in single 

file down an enclosed entrance way to a small hide. Here we were treated to views of 20+ Hyacinth Macaws as 

they foraged for palm nuts – nuts which only these macaws can break, thanks to their incredibly strong beaks. 

The group spent a good hour and a half in the hide, watching these magnificent birds interact with one another, 

before most then chose to take the truck back to camp for a rest, whilst a few wandered back down the sandy 

track enjoying the late evening light. Back at the lodge, in the fading light, we enjoyed views of a few pairs of 

Blue-and-yellow Macaws as they made their way back to their roosts, as well as our second mammal of the trip – 

Brazilian Free-tailed Bats that were hawking for insects around the lodge. After dinner a small party retraced our 

steps back to the hide under the cover of darkness. A Crab-eating Fox could be heard barking close to us, whilst 

a Pauraque (a nightjar) was seen well on the floor and in flight. A snake was also encountered, although it 

remained unidentified.   

Day 4 Thursday 23rd June 

The day began with a light pre-breakfast walk in the vicinity of the lodge. Good views of both Southern and 

Yellow-headed Caracara were had, whilst a Glittering-throated Emerald (a hummingbird) proved harder to catch 

a glimpse of, as it zipped between flowering trees close to the open-sided thatched dining area. Following 

breakfast we set off in the truck, retracing the same sand and dirt track back to the village. Our first stop was for 

superb views of ten striking Jandaya Parakeets – a Brazilian endemic only found in the caatinga habitat. Later 

along the road a leaking water pipe proved a magnet for birds, attracting Burnished-buff Tanager, Blue Dacnis, 

Blue-winged Parrotlet and Pileated (Red) Finch.  

 

Hyacinth Macaws (Robin Smith) 
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We carried on to the village, eventually turning back off 

the tarmac and onto a dirt track for a few minutes. 

From here we had a gentle uphill walk of around 10-15 

minutes through the forest, until we reached an open 

shady area. Here we stopped and waited. We were 

joined by a local guide who started calling into the 

forest, and soon afterwards the faint call of primates 

could be heard, slowly getting closer, until the first of 

many inquisitive Black-striped (Bearded) Capuchin 

Monkeys showed themselves. No sooner had they 

arrived, than they started cracking nuts right in front of 

us! The group was mesmerised as some individuals carefully placed a palm nut on a large flat rock and found 

smaller rounded rocks to hammer the nut. The first task was to remove the husk, which usually took one well-

directed strike before it could be peeled off with nimble hands. This then left the inner shell, which often 

required several clean hits before it could be prised open. It was easy to lose track of time as we watched the 

troop continue to crack nut after nut, usually opting (by way of a quick smell test) for nuts that had a juicy grub 

inside – a grub being more nutritious that the nut itself. Some of the juveniles clearly hadn’t quite developed the 

knack, and instead grabbed a nut before scurrying into the overhead branches and proceeding to hit it against the 

trunk. Almost, but not quite! Whilst we were enjoying this incredible behaviour, the local guide mentioned there 

was a population of Spix's Yellow-toothed Cavy at this location – a large rodent endemic to eastern Brazil. 

However, they failed to show on this occasion.   

 

On the way back to the truck we enjoyed a little forest birding with Black-capped Antwren, Rusty-margined 

Flycatcher, Flavescent Warbler, Tropical Gnatcatcher and a Hooded Gnateater all seen – the latter another 

Brazilian endemic. Good views of a Cliff Flycatcher were enjoyed from the truck, and on our return more time 

was spent enjoying the feeding station. Following lunch we packed our bags (knowing that we’d be back here in 

a few days’ time), and moved onto our next camp where we would stay for two nights. Highlights of the drive, 

which passed through breathtaking scenery of open grasslands backed by towering brick-red cliffs, included 

several excellent sightings of Burrowing Owls. Mammals proved elusive in this habitat during the day, so the 

majority of our stops were for more birds which included around 30 Red-bellied Macaws, Glittering-throated 

Emerald, Swallow-tailed Hummingbird, Grey Monjita, Wedge-tailed Grass Finch, Grassland Sparrow, Campo 

Flicker, Narrow-billed Woodcreeper and Black-throated Saltator. We pulled into our next lodge, Wolf Valley 

Camp, in glorious late evening light, and there was a palpable sense of anticipation amongst the group, as this 

location was our only real chance for one of the ‘Big 

Five’ targets for the tour – the elusive Maned Wolf! 

 

Our local hosts had told us that the wolves actually 

approach the camp, tempted in during the dry season 

by morsels of chicken. But as darkness fell there was 

no sign of activity so we reluctantly set about relieving 

our own hunger with another tasty spread. Somewhere 

between the main course and dessert, someone cried 

‘wolf!’, and out in the darkness one could make out a 

large rangy creature approaching. And what a creature! 

Black-striped Capuchin (Robin Smith) 

Maned Wolf (Robin Smith) 
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An elegant female, known to our hosts as Johanne. At times she came to within just a few metres of us, carefully 

sniffing out the small pieces of chicken on the ground. Time seemed to stand still as we enjoyed this special 

encounter - she stayed for a good long while and everyone, without exception, enjoyed incredible views, before 

she ambled back into the night. Later that evening, a gentle night walk around camp revealed a very confiding 

pair of Tropical Screech Owls and one of the group was surprised to find a pair of Campo Flickers in their 

bathroom! The day was rounded off with the howls of a nearby Maned Wolf – presumably the elegant Johanne, 

who had graced us with her presence earlier that evening. 

Day 5 Friday 24th June 

The day started with an early morning pre-breakfast walk. Birds 

proved to be the main attraction with new species including Spot-

backed Puffbird, Rufous-browed Peppershrike and a pair of Rusty-

backed Antwrens. Around camp a Yellow-headed Caracara drifted 

past and smart Coal-crested Finches bathed and drank from a small 

spring close to breakfast table, whilst several White Woodpeckers 

were seen drinking from a leaking water container above one of our 

small chalets. After breakfast we headed out in the safari truck to 

explore some of the outlying habitat in the area. Although we kept a 

sharp eye out for any mammals, they proved elusive and birds again 

were the main attraction. Good views of charismatic Burrowing 

Owls were enjoyed, as well as an American Kestrel. We had fleeting 

glimpses of Red-legged Seriema, usually seen running well ahead of 

the vehicle before diverting off the sandy track! A pair of Toco 

Toucans were also seen in flight, and although only fleetingly, and 

their bright colours and remarkable bills were most impressive. The 

highlight of the drive was perhaps the opportunity to see three 

species of large macaw – namely Blue-and-yellow Macaw, seen in 

flight and on their dead palm tree nest, including a family of three – the young adolescent bird seemingly 

annoying the parents to distraction! Red-and-green and Hyacinth Macaws were both seen in flight, although the 

latter were always very wary – presumably because of poaching, which has only stopped in the area thanks to the 

recent influx of wildlife tourists – Naturetrek providing the majority of these! All of these wild treats were 

savoured with the backdrop by imposing cliffs, which are used by the Hyacinth Macaws as nesting sites. Other 

sightings included a distant King Vulture seen soaring high above one of the cliff escarpments, a pair of 

Savannah Hawks surveying a patch of open grassland, a Point-tailed Palmcreeper, and a White-tailed Hawk 

which gave fleeting views. Throughout the day we were treated to sightings of various species of attractive 

parakeets, including the spectacular and endemic Jandaya Parakeet, as well as Blue-crowned, Peach-fronted, and 

Yellow Chevroned varieties. 

 

During the heat of the day activity dipped considerably, with the notable exception of a large flock of Chopi 

Blackbirds which moved through camp whilst most of the group relaxed in the shade. After lunch a few hardy 

souls continued to forage around camp despite the heat, with a Yellow Scorpion being the reward. Later on, with 

temperatures several degrees lower, we again headed out in our safari truck. The afternoon drive proved to be a 

relatively quiet one, at least in terms of ‘new’ species to our list. Sightings included both Squirrel and Guira 

Burrowing Owl (Herb Askew)  
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Cuckoo, Smooth-billed Ani, Cattle Tyrant, Tropical Kingbird, Buff-necked Ibis, Ferruginous Pygmy Owl and 

our first Lesser Yellow-headed Vulture of the tour. We also visited a known haunt of Red-and-green Macaws, 

but there were no birds in the large tree. However, we felt privileged to meander through this beautiful mosaic of 

habitats in the knowledge we were the only tourists in the entire reserve! 

 

As light faded that afternoon our excitement levels 

began to rise again, in anticipation of another sighting 

of Maned Wolf. Once again we were not 

disappointed, as the same female again appeared from 

the darkness. We were all enjoying watching this 

elegant canid at close range when we heard that 

another individual was approaching. Johanne bolted, 

and we wondered if she would return. However, 

before long we had two wolves in front of us! The 

new arrival turned out to be Johanne’s son, known as 

Mansinho. Thought to be 1½ years old, he was 

noticeably taller and ‘thicker set’ than his mother, but 

despite this it was clear that he was submissive to her 

and it was fascinating to witness the interaction 

between the two animals. Following this second 

Maned Wolf encounter there was an optional night 

walk, which proved very quiet, save for another 

encounter with a Tropical Screech Owl around the 

grounds of the camp. 

 

 

Day 6 Saturday 25th June 

The day started with an early pre-breakfast walk which produced prolonged and excellent scope views of various 

parrots and parakeets, as well as close views of a pair of Rufous-winged Antshrikes. Following breakfast it was 

time to bid farewell to the remote Wolf Valley Camp, and make our way back to the first lodge, Hyacinth Valley 

Camp, where we would again spend a night. On the way back we came across more endearing Burrowing Owls, 

including a family of three, and better views of Red-legged Seriema were enjoyed, along with several striking 

Vermillion Flycatchers, which, despite all being in various stages of moult, were nevertheless impressive in their 

red plumes. Other highlights of the drive included a pair of White-rumped Tanagers, who performed a beautiful 

duet directly above our open vehicle, and several pairs of Red (or Hepatic) Tanagers – the male of the latter with 

bright red plumage whilst the females are contrastingly a greenish yellow. Other new birds included Tropical 

Pewee, White-rumped Monjita, Black-tailed Tityra and a magnificent Horned Sungem. We arrived back at the 

familiar Hyacinth Valley Camp in time for a delicious lunch, with plenty of time to soak up the active feeding 

station, which attracted a family of three Common Marmosets and a smart male Scarlet-throated Tanager.     

Top: Maned Wolves (Robin Smith) 
Bottom: Tropical Screech Owl (Robin Smith) 
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Following lunch the group had the choice to either revisit the Hyacinth 

Macaw hide or try again for the ‘rock-cracking’ Black-striped (or Bearded) 

Capuchins. Most opted for the Hyacinth Macaws, or as one member of the 

group fondly referred to them, ‘Big Macs’! The macaws again showed well 

with over 25 individuals feeding and interacting together. In addition the 

party enjoyed views of a Gray Brocket Deer, a new mammal for the tour, 

foraging close to the hide, and a Great Potoo in its daytime roost.  

Meanwhile, the other members of the group were successful in their attempts 

to view the Bearded Capuchins, watching the troop go about their business 

of cracking palm nuts at close quarters. We also caught sight of the shy Spix's 

Yellow-toothed Cavy (a large rodent endemic to eastern Brazil) and were 

rewarded with fleeting views of several individuals scurrying around a craggy 

cliff face above us. 

 

 

The group reconvened back at ‘base camp’ and swapped tales of the afternoon’s sightings over dinner. An 

optional night walk proved quite quiet (even the cicadas and other invertebrates were noticeably quieter), 

presumably down to noticeably lower temperatures that particular evening and, save for a few Pauraque, there 

was little of note around.     

Day 7 Sunday 26th June 

The day was largely set aside for a long overland journey back to Barreiras, with onward connecting flights to the 

northern Pantanal city of Cuiabá. However, there was time for an early morning walk in the vicinity of the lodge. 

Birds again proved the most conspicuous wildlife, with highlights including species such as Small-billed Elaenia, 

Tropical Parula, Variable Oriole, Caatinga Antshrike, Swallow-winged Puffbird, Yellow-breasted Flycatcher, 

Rufous-tailed Jacamar and Rusty-breasted Nunlet. Following breakfast, and a last session at the feeding station 

(the same three Common Marmosets again showed up), we reluctantly packed up and said goodbye to our 

friendly hosts, making our way back along the sandy track to a paved road where we were met by our air-

conditioned minibus. The tarmac roads seemed to act as a sedative for many of the group, with plenty of good 

snoozing enjoyed on the way back to the airport at Barreiras. An extremely pale Green Iguana scuttled across the 

road in front of the bus and we saw our first Southern Lapwing. At the airport, in addition to much-needed 

caffeine and cooling ice creams, additional birds seen included Cactus Parakeet and Chestnut-vented Conebill. 

 

Our flight from Barreiras to Brasilia departed several minutes later than scheduled, and when combined with 

bringing forward of our connecting flight (by around 15 minutes), caused the group a very tight connection. 

Thankfully we were escorted past the queues by a very helpful airport attendant and, following a dash through 

the airport, made the connection (baggage and all) with at least one minute to spare! We arrived into Cuiabá after 

nightfall, and transferred to our nearby comfortable airport hotel, all ready for a good rest. 

Day 8 Monday 27th June 

The day began with a relatively relaxed breakfast and we completed the checklist which we hadn’t had a chance 

to do the previous day, thanks to our late-evening arrival. There was little to keep us in Cuiabá, the capital city of 

Great Potoo at its daytime roost (Robin Smith) 
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the Brazilian state of Mato Grosso, and we were soon on the road heading south to the Pantanal, excited by the 

prospect of visiting one of South America's most rewarding wildlife regions! The last major settlement along the 

way is Poconé and here we had views of a couple of stunning Toco Toucans flying over a residential area. We 

were still in a minibus at this point, so viewing wildlife was difficult through the tinted windows. However, once 

we arrived at the iconic entranceway to the Pantanal, which is marked by a huge wooden sign that reads 

‘TRANSPANTANEIRA’, we transferred to a custom-made open-sided safari truck. It proved to be a fantastic 

vehicle for the purpose, offering excellent views irrespective of one's positioning in the vehicle. No sooner had 

we passed beneath the sign, than we were immediately struck by the impressive bird life. Species seen (still within 

200 metres of the entrance sign!) included Greater Rhea, Limpkin, Whistling Heron, Little Blue Heron, Snowy, 

Great and Cattle Egret, Cocoi, Rufescent Tiger and Striated Heron, to mention but a few. Snail Kites seemed to 

line the road, whilst both Ringed and Amazon Kingfishers were a common sight perched on overhead lines. 

Yacaré Caiman were incredibly abundant in the waterways and pools and we would also see our first mammals 

of the region in the form of Capybara – the largest rodent in the world. Lesser Yellow-headed Vultures became 

more abundant, largely ‘taking over’ from their ‘Turkey’ cousins.  The profusion of life was breathtaking.  

 

Having enjoyed these early Pantanal scenes, we drove 

the 40 or so kilometres down the Transpantaneira road 

before arriving at the entrance to the seven-kilometre 

private driveway of our next lodge – where we were 

welcomed by a Rufous-thighed Kite. We approached 

the lodge at a slow pace, enjoying the mosaic of 

habitats that the driveway meanders through. We 

would spend many of the coming evenings and early 

mornings on this productive stretch of track, and 

would have many memorable sightings along the way! 

Today would prove no different, with views of both 

Red and Gray Brocket Deer, as well as a few small families of Capybara. The Yacaré Caiman seemed to get larger 

the further down the driveway we went, and at one point we had to stop for a particularly large individual that 

was sprawled across the track. No sooner had we stopped for this impressive crocodilian, than a Giant Anteater 

popped up right next to the vehicle, to everyone’s surprise! Apparently, it had been resting in a patch of long 

grass, covered by its large bushy tail and had eluded detection…  we enjoyed the excellent but fleeting views of 

this strange-looking mammal before it melted into the thick scrub and out of sight. Number two of the ‘Big 

Five’! As we continued slowly towards the lodge, we passed one of the most famous features of the area – a large 

pond which stretches parallel to the driveway. Hundreds of Yacaré Caiman were packed in and good numbers of 

water birds lined the fringes of the pond, with plenty of raptors in attendance such as raucous Snail Kites, elegant 

Black-collared Hawks and an impressive Great Black Hawk. Having thoroughly enjoyed our first taste of the 

Pantanal, we arrived at the lodge, settled in and enjoyed a hearty lunch. 

 

The grounds of the lodge itself proved to be productive for wildlife, with Azara's Agouti wandering through, as 

well as large Golden (also known as Common) Tegu Lizards. Greater Rheas were also to be found in close 

proximity to the rooms – much to the delight of a few of our group who were treated to a display of a male as he 

displayed to several attentive females. Having rested during the heat of the day, we set out on foot with the 

intention of spending time on the quiet and wildlife-rich seven-kilometre entrance driveway. No sooner had we 

set out from the lodge than a juvenile Great Horned Owl was sighted high up a large tree. On closer inspection 

Capybara (Robin Smith) 
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an adult bird revealed itself, tucked up close to the main trunk. Mammals, rather unsurprisingly at this time of the 

day, proved elusive and we contented ourselves with close-up sightings of species already recorded, making use 

of being on foot and scoping various raptors and waterbirds for prolonged and detailed views. A few new birds 

for the tour included both White-eyed as well as Monk Parakeets, and colourful Chestnut-eared Aracari provided 

excellent photographic opportunities. Having returned to the lodge for a short break, we later headed out in the 

safari truck for a late-afternoon drive, as the golden evening light faded fast. The large congregation of Yacaré 

Caiman in the famous pond delighted us, as hundreds of eyes reflected our strong spotlight, whilst Greater 

Fishing Bats skimmed the calm waters. Prolonged views of several Capybara and a few Red Brocket Deer were 

had, as well as a Brazilian Guinea Pig. However, the other large mammals which we had hoped to see didn't 

reveal themselves, and we would have to be content ourselves with the earlier memory of a Giant Anteater – one 

of our 'Big Five' targets - as we settled down to a delicious dinner and a good night's rest later that night. 

Day 9 Tuesday 28th June 

We rose early to find weather conditions had turned overnight, and a heavy drizzle dampened the atmosphere, 

although spirits remained high! Following breakfast we set off in the safari truck. Red and Gray Brocket Deer 

showed well and a pair of elegant Aplomado Falcons were seen well, whilst the Pantanal's famous array of 

waterbirds were still in evidence, with various herons, egrets and ibis all delighting the group. South America's 

largest flying bird, the Jabiru (a stork), put on an impressive show too, and excellent views were enjoyed of the 

extraordinary Sunbittern – surely one of the most dazzling waterbirds anywhere in the world!   

 

As the day wore on the weather cleared and we decided to set out on foot after lunch. Birds again proved most 

conspicuous with several 'new' species seen including Great Potoo, Scaly-headed Parrot, Rufous-tailed Jacamar, 

Little Woodpecker, Pale-crested Woodpecker, Rusty-fronted Tody-Tyrant and Crane Hawk, plus further views 

of Sunbittern. Chestnut-bellied Guan was another fresh addition to our bird list – a species which is locally 

common, although its population is estimated at between 600 and1700 individuals. As we neared the end of our 

walk we were treated to super views of a family of Black-tailed Marmoset. 

 

In the late afternoon we set out in our open safari 

truck and no sooner had we left the lodge than we 

were enjoying prolonged views of a pair of Crab-eating 

Fox foraging close to the vehicle. We moved on, and 

were suddenly presented with one of our 'Big Five' 

targets - a Brazilian Tapir, in plain view in the fading 

light! This individual was a young male, and he was 

incredibly relaxed - feeding on fresh leaves and shoots, 

drinking in a small pool – seemingly oblivious to our 

vehicle. As we watched, someone set eyes on a second 

tapir just a short way further down the track – a 

mature female, perhaps the mother of the sub-adult male. In amongst the action a large troop of South American 

Coati crossed the road in front of the vehicle. Excited by the incredible views of one of South America's most 

elusive of mammals, the Brazilian Tapir, we continued on as the last light faded from the day. We wouldn't have 

to wait long before we came across another highly sought-after mammal species – the Lesser Anteater or 

Tamandua. We were all able to get a clear view, although the animal quickly moved from the open grassy area 

Brazilian Tapir (Robin Smith) 
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where we first encountered it, into more dense scrub. At this point, a few of the group suggested the tour be re-

named – 'The Big 6', for this is surely another of South America's mammal gems and certainly a sighting to 

savour! The light now was poor and our driver switched on the headlights and we fired up the spotlight and, 

buoyed by our luck to date, we continued on into the night....it was clearly our night because before we turned 

back we were again treated to another sighting of a solitary Lesser Anteater, although this individual offered only 

fleeting views before disappearing into dense undergrowth. As we made our way back to the lodge we came 

across several Capybara, who offered unbelievably close-up views. What a day! 

Day 10 Wednesday 29th June 

The day started on foot as we made our way to a 

marshy area a short walk from the lodge. Chestnut-

eared Aracari were again on show, attracted to the rich 

pickings of a fruiting tree. As we passed over a 

footbridge that crossed the marshes there was plenty 

of 'evidence' of the hundreds of Snail Kites that were 

so apparent on every outing we made in the area – the 

shells of Apple Snails and other invertebrates 

discarded on the wooden boards.  From there, too, we 

could see a number of huge Yacaré Caiman sunning 

themselves in the early morning sun. As we walked 

deeper into the marshes, several good birds showed themselves, including Purple Gallinule, Yellow-chinned 

Spinetail and Barred Antshrike. A number of dazzlingly coloured Scarlet-headed Blackbirds perched up fleetingly 

on the tall reeds, and proved one of the avian highlights of the morning's walk. As we made our way back to the 

lodge we took in the spectacle of the open swamp and marshlands, as Lesser Yellow-headed Vultures drifted 

effortlessly overhead and a Marsh Deer (a new mammal for the tour) revealed itself before silently slinking back 

amongst the tangle of reeds and water plants. As we reached the lodge grounds a couple of colourful Giant 

Ameiva (also known as Amazon Racerunner). Lizards were seen scratching around in the undergrowth and in a 

small palm tree a pair of Peach-fronted Parakeets were taking it in turns to burrow out a nest. 

 

Following lunch and a relaxed period during the heat of the day, we headed out for an afternoon safari drive. We 

had good sightings of a number of species which had already been seen, such as South American Coati, 

Capybara and Red Brocket Deer. A stately Jabiru was seen at close range bathing in one of the small pools near 

to the road, and it then proceeded to show off its impressive wingspan as it dried out in the afternoon's golden 

hues. A number of juvenile Black-tailed Marmosets were also spotted high in a large tree, although the adults 

were nowhere to be seen and light was fading fast at this point. Eventually we reached the end of the driveway 

that met the main Transpantaneira highway. Rather than turning round (as we had the previous evening) we 

continued on to the main (dirt) road, scanning for any mammals that might pop out from the thick undergrowth 

that borders both sides of the road. Nothing... but when we stopped the vehicle in front of an open field, just as 

the sun was setting, we were treated to an exodus of large numbers of Nacunda Nighthawks as they streamed 

out to hunt under the cover of darkness.  No mammals emerged so we took a quick break to enjoy a sundowner 

'Brazilian style' – the national drink called a caipirinha which seemed to hit the spot! Moving on with renewed 

energy (the sugar levels are particularly high in a caipirinha!), the headlights were switched on and we were soon 

back to 'spotlighting mode' – heads glued to the hypnotic beam that promised to shine a light on the region’s 

Giant Ameiva (Robin Smith) 
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special mammals. A few more familiar species obliged, including several Brazilian Guinea Pigs and Red Brocket 

Deer, before we again came across a pair of Brazilian Tapir! If yesterday's sighting had been incredible, this one 

really tipped the scales. Unbelievably close views were enjoyed by all, and at one point the large adult female 

strolled right in front of the truck on the dirt track, seemingly oblivious to our presence. The drive ended 

watching Greater Bulldog Bats and Black Skimmers patrolling the large pond, avoiding the hundreds of caiman 

with incredible precision. 

Day 11 Thursday 30th June 

The day started with an early breakfast whilst the truck 

was loaded with our bags. We left before sunrise and 

slowly made our way down the driveway for the last 

time. As we passed the 'caiman pond' we were 

surprised to see plenty of activity - the male caiman 

were displaying! Each male was lifting their tails out of 

the water to display to their rivals how big they are, 

whilst producing a deep guttural bellow....a fitting send 

off! Further down the driveway our attentions were 

drawn to a swampy area with high grass. The grass was 

moving but we couldn't immediately see what was 

causing it. Close inspection revealed a Crab-eating Raccoon – another new species for the trip and quite a tricky 

mammal to see in this area. We were soon back on the main Transpantaneira, heading further south to our next 

lodge. Along the way we passed several cattle drives – the local rancheros moving large numbers of Brahma 

cows to fresh pastures. A solitary female Marsh Deer was spotted further down the road, in adjacent marshlands. 

Previously, we had been able to skirt the many bridges for which the Transpantaneira is famous, but with 

evermore consistency we were having to cross the rickety structures – our driver taking it all in his stride with the 

minimum amount of fuss and the group soon followed suit – 'just another bridge!' It was on one of these bridges 

that, without warning, we were all suddenly mesmerised... a large male Giant River Otter was swimming in a pool 

of water directly below us! The otter, too, was surprised by our appearance, and he let out a series of defensive 

barks and grunts in our direction. It was fascinating to watch this master of the water, moving with such ease, 

diving and resurfacing at will. The water here was relatively clear so it was possible to see the otter swim beneath 

the surface, before he went too deep and the dark tannin-stained water swallowed his outline.   

 

A little way before reaching the small river port village of Porto Jofre, we passed through a flat swampy area 

which proved excellent habitat for Southern Screamer – a large prehistoric looking bird. The sleepy fishing 

village of Porto Jofre marked the end of the Transpantaneira – for the next four nights we would be on the 

water! Near to the jetty where our bags were being loaded onto boats, several habituated Southern Crested 

Caracara and Buff-necked Ibis hung around expectantly – these birds presumably becoming used to humans by 

taking scraps of meat from the local fishermen. A number of Hyacinth Macaws proved extremely confiding, with 

a few pairs perching on overhead wires just above our heads. Having enjoyed some great photographic 

opportunities, we were soon zipping across the water bound for our next lodge – the fantastically located Jaguar 

Flotel – a floating lodge in the heart of an area which holds the largest known concentration of Jaguars anywhere 

in South America! Expectations were high and there was a hushed silence at the lunch table that afternoon. 

 

Yacaré Caiman (Robin Smith) 
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We set off in our comfortable motorised boat that 

afternoon and were soon searching the various rivers 

and creeks of the area in search of wildlife. Our focus 

was on the Three Brothers and Black Water Rivers, 

which were lined with thick vegetation and riverine 

forest, with the various smaller channels branching 

into tight creeks. The scenery was superb, and the 

wildlife of the area proved equally impressive. Both 

Ringed and Amazon Kingfishers were numerous, as 

were the hundreds of Yacaré Caiman that lined many 

of the smaller inlets, whilst small family groups of 

Capybara were sighted in a few locations. Good 

numbers of Yellow-billed and Large-billed Terns 

huddled together on the numerous sand bars and 

elegant Pied Plovers (also called Pied Lapwing) could 

be seen from a distant – their contrasting black and 

white plumage standing out despite their diminutive 

size. After a few hours on the river enjoying the 

various wildlife riches of the region, we came across 

another boat that seemed to be intently watching a 

patch of river bank. We followed suit and on closer 

inspection we were able to see a partial view of a Jaguar! Transfixed, we watched as another cat entered the 

scene! Eyes now firmly glued to a small, vegetation-rich, stretch of bank, we watched and waited intently. One of 

the cats was a little livelier, and slowly edged its way to a small clearing in the dense vegetation where we enjoyed 

unobstructed views as it perched on the river bank in a sphinx-like pose so typical of cats. It was a young cat – 

no more than one year old. The other Jaguar was still mostly tucked away, but they did briefly sit together and at 

that point it became clear that we were watching siblings – one of them nearly as interested in watching us as we 

were of watching it! As we sat quietly absorbing this magical first Jaguar sighting, some movement behind the 

cubs suggested the presence of yet another Jaguar, and although it was impossible to get a full view, we could 

make out that it was the cubs’ mother - almost completely hidden, only showing fleeting glimpses as she changed 

her position of slumber! Three cats on our first outing including rarely observed cubs... not a bad start to our 

time on the river! 

 

There are strict rules in this area and, having savoured the family of Jaguars for the best part of an hour and a 

half, we had to return to the comforts of the Flotel before nightfall. On the way back we were treated to a 

magnificent display of Band-tailed Nighthawks as they emerged at dusk to hunt. An evening lecture followed, 

back at the Flotel, by one of the resident biologists who study Jaguars and other wildlife of the area. A great first 

afternoon and evening had by all! 

Day 12 Friday 1st July 

Following a hearty breakfast we were soon back out on the river. A large roost of Neotropical Cormorants 

caught our attention, and a little further up the river we enjoyed good views of a Black-fronted Nunbird, Great 

Black Hawk and an acrobatic Osprey. We also glimpsed the often elusive Sungrebe – seen swimming close to the 

The comfortable motorised boat, & exploring the Pantanal (Robin Smith) 
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river bank, only a few metres away. Other birds that 

morning included several Yellow-rumped Caciques – 

a species that had, until now, been conspicuous by its 

absence. Indeed, we had seen many apparently 

abandoned nests and had wondered where the birds 

were, so it was with relief that we noted even a small 

numbers of this usually abundant species. Our 

searching continued for a time, until we headed up a 

small tributary and happened upon a couple of Giant 

River Otters! The otters were actively hunting, 

catching a fish and quickly devouring it at the side of 

the river under a tangle of overhanging roots. We stayed with the otters, watching from a respectful distance as 

they continued to 'work' the river banks. Before too long they seemed to change gear, and were more intent on 

moving swiftly along the river. We quietly followed, and eventually were led to a halt where the pair met up with 

a third adult otter and together they started to mark their territory by urinating and defecating on the exposed 

mud bank, rolling joyfully together in the slippery 'mud' as they went!  It was an endearing scene (despite the 

bodily fluids) and one marked with the otter's various vocalisations of grunts, barks, squeaks and yelps. The 

group was immediately won over and, having left the otters to continue on their way, we all hoped we might 

encounter these playful creatures again. Following this magical encounter we stopped next to a sandbank full of 

Large-billed and Yellow-billed Terns, as well as good numbers of Black Skimmers. Lunch and a few hours to 

relax back at the Flotel followed. 

 

The afternoon's boat outing started with good views of 

Black Howler Monkeys – a leaf-eating primate species 

that displays sexual dimorphism – a condition where 

the two sexes of the same species exhibit different 

characteristics (beyond the differences in their sexual 

organs). In this case the females' fur is a golden-blonde 

colour, while the males are all black. Having moved on 

from the howlers, we continued our search, heading up 

a few small tributaries. Along one such waterway, we 

noted that all of the caiman were in the water – rather 

than sunning themselves on the bank, as they usually 

do at this time of the day. This suggested that a large predator was perhaps in the area, and the caiman had 

abandoned their sun-bathing for the safety of the water – Jaguars in this region are well-known for their 

predation of caiman. We slowly made out way up the river, when the cry of 'Jaguar' was heard! There on the river 

bank, in a tangle of fallen trees and long grasses, was a beautiful adult female cat! On closer inspection we could 

see she has been in the water – her coat still wet, perhaps having attempted to catch one of the caiman a few 

moments prior to our arrival. As we watched, a pair of Giant River Otters came right up to the bank where the 

Jaguar was, barking and grunting their discontent at the large cat! We could hardly believe our luck as we 

watched this amazing interaction between these two apex predators on the Pantanal! The Jaguar seemed mildly 

bemused, and at one point it looked as if she might jump in after the otters, but she eventually thought better of 

it and retreated from her perch of tangled fallen trees to the river bank, where she eventually hunkered down to 

rest, several metres back from the high river bank, remaining largely out of view. The otters by this time had 

Jaguar (Robin Smith) 

Black Skimmers and Large-billed Terns (Robin Smith) 
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vacated the scene and it was at this point that several other boats showed up, having been alerted to the sighting. 

We all waited for her to rouse from her slumber. Time seemed to pass quickly (with the help of a little boat-chair 

birding with species including Great Antshrike and Fuscous Flycatcher) and after just over two hours she started 

to stir and languidly moved from her obstructed position towards the edge of the riverbank – as if to reward 

those who had waited with the chance of a nice photo. However, light by this time was fading fast and, having 

enjoyed some final minutes in this beautiful cat’s presence, we soon had to call it a day and made our way back 

to the lodge. Drinks, dinner and a lecture by one of the on-board biologists rounded off another cracking day. 

Having submitted our photos to the research biologist, we learnt that the female Jaguar was a relatively young cat 

(18-24 months of age) and was known to the researchers as 'Hunter' – she had been mistaken as a male when she 

was young – hence the name! 

Day 13 Saturday 2nd July 

The day started with some excellent views of several 

smart Pied Plovers on a sandbank not too far from the 

lodge. From here we made our way down an ever-

narrowing tributary where we enjoyed some further 

excellent birding with species including the Chotoy 

Spinetail, White-browed Blackbird, Black-capped 

Donacobius and Rusty-collared Seedeater. We 

continued down the narrow channel until it tapered to 

the point that we could go no further. To this point we 

hadn't seen any mammals, but once on the larger river 

we came across an exposed dead branch poking out 

from the water and found a colony of Long-nosed Bats roosting on the underside of the branch – 20 individuals 

all neatly lined up. We continued a little further, before the radio kicked into life with the news that a Jaguar had 

been sighted not far from our current location. This prompted the engine to be kicked into action and we were 

soon whizzing along to the location of the sighting. Upon arrival it was not obvious where the cat was, but after 

some scanning of the tangled riverbank, we could make out another Jaguar! It was another female, and she was 

in hunting mode! She scaled the high riverbank with consummate ease, lowering herself to the level of the river. 

Here she began to stealthily move through the tangle of overhanging roots, but her endeavours proved fruitless 

and she soon turned around, hopping back up onto the riverbank before melting away into the dense 

undergrowth. Another thrilling encounter with South America's top predator!  

 

For the remainder of the morning we journeyed down some small channels, and enjoyed excellent views of 

Green Iguana – one posing on the riverbank for some nice photographs – as well as a beautiful pair of Jabiru 

storks on their high nest. There were some huge caiman around, which were unmoved as our boatman skilfully 

sidled the boat to within touching distance of these magnificent reptiles. Before we knew it, it was time to head 

back for lunch. But on the way back we were again 'delayed' by a Jaguar sighting! Another female cat, was 

actively stalking her way along the riverbank, through long grass which she was using as cover. We stayed with 

her until she turned away, before she too disappeared into the undergrowth. 

 

Another delicious lunch was enjoyed, supplemented by tales of our fantastic morning's activities. The afternoon's 

boating excursion started with a small family of Capybara and a small family troop of Black Howler Monkeys, 

The Flotel (Robin Smith) 
Jaguar (Robin Smith) 
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with a Blue-throated Piping Guan in the same tree. Other large mammals failed to put on an appearance for the 

rest of the day, so we enjoyed the varied bird life of the area, with notable species including Fork-tailed 

Woodnymph, Pearly-vented Tody-Tyrant, Black-backed Water Tyrant and Rufous-browed Peppershrike. The 

day's excitement ended with a beautiful sunset, and an incredible display of Nacunda Nighthawks as they 

emerged from their daytime roosts to hawk for insects above our heads. 

Day 14 Sunday 3rd July 

Having explored the local river system from the Flotel 

over the past couple of days, the plan for today was to 

boat down to a small lodge around an hour's travel 

from the Flotel – to enjoy a little walking on terra 

firma. We were presented with another beautifully clear 

day for our wildlife exploits and set off after breakfast. 

A Roadside Hawk (one of South America's most 

common raptors) and a Capped Heron both presented 

good early photo opportunities in the beautiful 

morning light. We continued upstream and before long 

the muted cry of 'otter' came from the front of the 

boat! A family of Giant River Otters was fishing at the side of the river, in an area where the forest leaned over 

the vertical riverbank. Several of the family caught fish and devoured them immediately, right in front of our 

boat, until suddenly the mood of the family quickly changed and, without warning, they started to bark and grunt 

in the direction of the hard muddy bank. There was clearly a predator unsettling the otters, but the tangle of trees 

and branches was such that it was extremely difficult to see what was causing them so much distress. We knew 

that a Puma had been seen in the area (by another Naturetrek group) only a few days before. Could this be what 

the otters were so frenetically and vocally repelling? After a few frantic seconds of confused searching, it became 

apparent that the offending party (to the otters – not the group!) was a Jaguar – another beautiful female. She 

was perched on an overhanging branch, apparently patiently waiting for her next meal to swim underneath her. 

She looked quizzically on as the otters continued to rear up, several metres below the Jaguar. We simply couldn't 

believe our luck!  

 

The otters soon moved on, leaving us to soak up the peaceful scene. Our boatman deserved special praise at this 

point, as he had to manoeuvre the boat precisely and continuously to ensure everyone enjoyed unobstructed 

views, since the vegetation meant there was only a very narrow angle from which to lay eyes on the cat. As ever, 

his boatmanship was exemplary! After some time a couple of Yacaré Caiman swam dangerously close to her 

position, but they stopped short of the bank and never allowed for the Jaguar to strike. An hour slipped past in 

near silence, everyone transfixed on the young cat. Our visit to the lodge had been replaced by more Jaguar 

viewing and, unsurprisingly, nobody seemed to mind! Eventually we made the decision to head back to the 

Flotel, and on our way there we again encountered a couple of Giant River Otters. We watched as they caught 

and devoured several fish right in front of the boat. Magical sightings are seemingly the norm in this part of the 

Pantanal! 

The Flotel from the boat (Robin Smith) 
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During a tasty lunch it was agreed that we would 

again attempt to visit the lodge that we had failed to 

reach earlier that morning. We set off, but only a 

short while later we spotted a large family of Giant 

River Otters – the same family that had this morning 

'found' the Jaguar. They again proved an addictive 

subject, and we all watched on as they worked the 

riverbank in search of fish. Several minutes passed, 

before one of the large adults caught an unusually 

large specimen. Unlike the other fish that had been 

eaten immediately, it was clear that this one needed to 

be hauled out for it to be eaten. What followed was 

undoubtedly one of the most memorable encounters 

of the entire tour. The large adult otter began tucking 

into the fish, watched on by members of the family. 

One particular youngster couldn't handle watching its 

elder tuck in, and began squealing and yelping for a 

share of the feast. But this fish wasn't for sharing, and 

the adult continued to devour her prize without 

consideration for others. By this point, the more 

experienced family members had peeled off and 

began to groom each other, patiently waiting for the adult (presumably the alpha female) otter to finish her meal. 

The youngster, however, clearly hadn't learnt the art of patience, and continued, in no uncertain terms, to 

demand food! This all played out no more than a couple of metres in front of the boat, and the entire process, 

from catching this huge fish, to eventually offering the final morsels to the youngsters, lasted nearly an hour. It 

was incredible to watch this intimate family scene, and the encounter left the group in disbelief.  

 

We eventually decided to move on once the large fish had been polished off, but, any notions that we would 

make it to the lodge that afternoon where quickly dismissed when the cry of 'Jaguar' rang out from the boat, only 

five minutes after leaving the otter family! Another female, this time resting in a classic sphinx-like pose on a 

high section of sandy river bank, backed by dense forest. It was a timeless scene, and one which the group 

lapped up with barely a word spoken for the next two hours. Her coat was visibly wet and she had clearly been in 

the river only moments before we arrived, but as we switched off the boat's engine, she was unmoved by our 

presence, to the point where she actually began to doze off. Eventually she moved off and we too decided to 

head back – our full day of boating excursions having been almost completely filled with wall-to-wall Giant River 

Otters and Jaguar! Sometimes your luck is in, and this was one of those days that we, as wildlife enthusiasts, all 

live for. A few celebratory caipirinha cocktails (or 'Capybaras' as some of the group had named them!) were 

enjoyed that evening, and we learnt, having presented our photos to the researches, that the two cats we had 

seen that day were in fact sisters. The first individual was Pantanerira and her sister was Felix (another 

misidentified male). At the time of our sightings, they were both roughly 1½ years old.   

Giant River Otters (Robin Smith) 
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Day 15 Monday 4th July 

Having spent four incredible nights on the Flotel, it was sadly time to move on. However, an inquisitive Giant 

River Otter put in an appearance, and during the boat ride back to Porto Jofre a pair of exquisite Sunbittern 

showed their incomparable plumage. We then rejoined our safari vehicle at Porto Jofre, where a number of 

confiding Hyacinth Macaws played on the overhead wires directly above us. From here we began to retrace the 

road northwards. Perhaps the most notable sighting of the journey was a Big-headed Pantanal Swamp Turtle – 

an extremely hard-to-see species! We also had fleeting views of a Great Horned Owl, which in turned flushed a 

number of Nacunda Nighthawks from their daytime roosts. Other avian highlights for the journey included 

Crimson-crested Woodpecker, Fawn-breasted Wren, Mato Grosso Antbird and Orange-headed Tanager.   

 

We arrived at our next lodge, the SouthWild Pantanal Lodge, for lunch. There was time to explore the immediate 

surroundings, including the impressive viewing platform that overlooks an active Jabiru stork nest, which offers 

incredible views of this iconic bird. Bare-faced Curassow wander around the grounds of the lodge and Chestnut-

eared Aracari visit the fruiting papaya plants. Other colourful bird life is attracted by a number of feeding 

stations, and Glittering-bellied Emeralds (hummingbirds) visit the flowering plants next to the shady veranda 

which runs around the outside of the lodge in front of the comfortable rooms. All this is backed by the beautiful 

and wildlife-rich Pixaim River that flows directly past the gardens. It's an idyllic setting and a fitting location in 

which to spend the final night of the tour. Having soaked up the tranquil surrounds, we later took off on foot for 

a gentle walk in the fringing dry forest which produced several notable bird sightings including Yellow-rumped 

Cacique and Amazonian Motmot. Our walk ended as the golden light of late afternoon flooded the lodge 

gardens, and there was time for a short break. A little later we again headed into the forest, and after a few 

minutes of walking arrived at a small two-storey hide. Here we settled down, cameras at the ready, in anticipation 

of what might appear. Time seemed to slow down, but after what must have been only 20 minutes, movement 

could be seen in the thicket which lay no more than 15 metres in front of the hide. The light was such that it was 

hard to make out what creature was lurking in the undergrowth, but slowly it revealed itself as it moved timidly 

into an area lit by a single overhead light. It was an 

Ocelot! Hushed gasps followed as we all took this 

marvellous scene in, trying to take a picture that would 

do justice to this wonderful little (compared to our 

moggies at least!) cat. The Ocelot returned to the area 

two or three times, enticed by morsels of chicken, 

before the scraps were gone and we could all take a 

deep breathe. On our way back to the lodge we came 

across a Pauraque (nightjar) which allowed us very 

close indeed. A delicious dinner followed before we all 

retired to our rooms for a restful night's sleep. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ocelot (Robin Smith) 
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Day 16 Tuesday 5th July 

Our final day in the Pantanal began with stunning close-up views of 

both Yellow-chevroned Parakeet and Blue-fronted Parrot. The 

feeders were in full swing attracting a host of birds including good 

numbers of striking Saffron Finches and a pair of Crab-eating Fox 

was loitering in the vicinity of the dining room – perhaps drawn in 

by the extensive and delicious breakfast on offer! Having refuelled, 

we took to the tranquil Pixaim River by way of a couple of 

paddleboats - each crewed by a local boatman, allowing us to soak 

up all of the colourful bird life as we gentled drifted downriver. A 

pair of beautiful Sunbittern offered excellent and close views – both 

flashing their unbelievable plumage as they took to the air. Boat-

billed Herons were numerous, as were Black-crowned Night Heron 

and many other waterbirds. A stunning Blue-crowned Trogon 

showed off from atop a tree in the fringing riverine forest, whilst a 

Black-chested Buzzard-Eagle soared overhead. A brief landing 

allowed excellent views of a statue-like Great Potoo at its day roost. 

Returning to the boats, we 'mopped up' all five of South America's 

resident kingfisher species within an hour – Ringed, Amazon, 

Green, Green-and-rufous and American Pygmy, before reluctantly returning to the lodge to ready ourselves for 

our departure. Here we thanked the friendly staff, and were soon on our way, heading northwards back to 

Poconé. Along the way the 'usual suspects' were all out in force – Yacaré Caiman, Capybara and the massed 

ranks of waterbirds. One surprise did however, lay in wait – a beautiful False Water Cobra sprawled out on the 

dusty road. Pushing on, we eventually reached the wooden 'TRANSPANTANEIRA' sign that had greeted us 

upon our entry to the Pantanal, and there was time for a quick group photo to mark our memorable and wildlife-

packed visit. From here civilisation arrived in the form of the town of Poconé, and subsequently the larger city of 

Cuiabá, which marked the end of the wildlife experience and a return to the UK (via São Paolo) for most.  

Day 17 Wednesday 6th July 

Those returning to the UK reached London for their onward journeys home. 

 

Special thanks must go to Alyson Melo – our local Brazilian guide. His naturalist skills were of the highest order 

and nothing seemed to faze him! It had been a most memorable adventure and we had seen all of the 'Big Five' 

targets, and many more wonderful creatures besides! Thanks to everyone involved! 

Boat-billed Heron (Herb Askew) 
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Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is now 

live; do please pay us a visit!  

The group at the Transpantaneira sign 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Mammals (= recorded but not counted; H = Heard Only) 

      June/July 

  Common name Scientific name 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 1 2 3 4 5 

1 Giant Anteater Myrmecophaga tridactyla                              

2 Lesser Anteater Tamandua tetradactyla                              

3 Probocis (Brazilian Long-nosed) Bat Rhynchonycteris naso                             

4 Brazilian Free-tailed Bat Tadarida brasiliensis                             

5 Greater Bulldog Bat  Nocilio leporinus                       

6 Brazilian Tapir Tapirus terrestris                             

7 Giant River Otter Pteronura brasiliensis                          

8 South American Coati Nasua nasua                             

9 Crab-eating Raccoon Procyon cancrivorus                              

10 Crab-eating Fox Cerdocyon thous   H                      

11 Maned Wolf Chrysocyon brachyurus                             

12 Black-tailed Marmoset Mico melanurus                            

13 Black Howler Monkey Alouatta caraya                            

14 Black-striped Capuchin Sapajus libidinosus                             

15 Common Marmoset Callithrix jacchus                            

16 Azara's Agouti Dasyprocta azarae                          

17 Capybara Hydrochaeris hydrochaeris                     

18 Common Punaré Rat Thrichomys apereoides                              

19 Spix´s Yellow-toothed Cavy Galea spixii                              

20 Brazilian Guinea Pig Cavia aperea                              

21 Marsh Deer Blastocerus dichotomous                          

22 Red Brocket Deer Mazama americana                           

23 Gray Brocket Deer Mazama gouazoubira                            

24 Jaguar Panthera onca                           

25 Ocelot Felis pardalis                              

Reptiles & Amphibians                               

1 Yacare Caiman Caiman yacare                     
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      June/July 

  Common name Scientific name 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 1 2 3 4 5 

2 Big-headed Pantanal Swamp Turtle Acanthochelys macrocephala                              

3 Green Iguana Iguana iguana                      

4 Black and White Tegu Lizard Salvator merianae                           

5 Golden Tegu Lizard Tupinambis teguixin                             

6 Giant Ameiva (Amazonia Runner) Lizard Ameiva ameiva                            

7 Brazilian Yellow Scorpion Tityus serrulatus                              

8 False Water Cobra Hydrodynastes gigas                             

9 Tree Frog spp.                               

Birds                                 

1 Greater Rhea Rhea americana                        

2 Neotropic Cormorant Phalacrocorax olivaceus                       

3 Anhinga Anhinga anhinga                     

4 Whistling Heron Syrigma sibilatrix                              

5 Little Blue Heron Egretta caerulea                             

6 Snowy Egret Egretta thula                      

7 Cocoi (White-necked) Heron Ardea cocoi                     

8 Great Egret Ardea alba                     

9 Western Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis                            

10 Striated Heron Butorides striatus                     

11 Capped Heron Pilherodius pileatus                          

12 Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax                     

13 Boat-billed Heron Cochlearius cochlearia                       

14 Rufescent Tiger Heron Tigrisoma lineatum                     

15 Bare-faced Ibis  Phimosus infuscatus                            

16 Green Ibis Mesembrinibis cayennensis                           

17 Plumbeous Ibis Theristicus (Harpiprion) caerulescens                         

18 Buff-necked Ibis Theristicus caudatus                      

19 Roseate Spoonbill Platalea (Ajaia) ajaja                        

20 Wood Stork Mycteria americana                      

21 Jabiru Jabiru mycteria                      

22 Southern Screamer Chauna torquata                            
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23 Black-bellied Whistling Duck Dendrocygna autummalis                            

24 Muscovy Duck Cairina moschata                            

25 Brazilian Duck Amazonetta brasiliensis                             

26 Black Vulture Coragyps atratus               

27 Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura                

28 Lesser Yellow-headed Vulture Cathartes burrovianus                              

29 King Vulture Sarcoramphus papa                             

30 Western Osprey Pandion haliaetus                            

31 Black-chested Buzzard-Eagle Geranoaetus melanoleucus                             

32 Snail Kite Rostrhamus sociabilis                        

33 Rufous-thighed Kite Harpagus diodon                              

34 Great Black Hawk Buteogallus urubitinga                       

35 Savanna Hawk Buteogallus meridionalis                        

36 Black-collared Hawk Busarellus nigricollis                     

37 White-tailed Hawk Geranoaetus albicaudatus                             

38 Crane Hawk Geranospiza caerulescens                              

39 Roadside Hawk Rupornis magnirostris                     

40 Southern Crested Caracara Caracara plancus                 

41 Yellow-headed Caracara Milvago chimachima                           

42 American Kestrel Falco sparverius                             

43 Aplomado Falcon Falco femoralis                              

44 Chaco Chachalaca Ortalis canicollis                     

45 Chestnut-bellied Guan Penelope ochrogaster                          

46 Blue-throated Piping Guan Pipile cumanensis                      

47 Red-throated Piping Guan Pipile cujubi                              

48 Bare-faced Curassow Crax fasciolata                          

49 Purple Gallinule Porphyrio martinicus                             

50 Grey-necked Wood Rail Aramides cajaneus                           

51 Sungrebe Heliornis fulica                              

52 Limpkin Aramus guarauna                       

53 Red-legged Seriema Cariama cristata                          

54 Sunbittern Eurypyga helias                         
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55 Pied Plover (Lapwing) Hoploxypterus cayanus                          

56 Southern Lapwing Vanellus chilensis                        

57 White-backed Stilt Himantopus melanurus                             

58 Wattled Jacana Jacana jacana                      

59 Collared Plover Charadrius collaris                              

60 Black Skimmer Rynchops niger                       

61 Yellow-billed Tern Sternula superciliaris                         

62 Large-billed Tern Phaetusa simplex                     

63 Scaled Pigeon Patagioenas (Columba) speciosa                            

64 Picazuro Pigeon Patagioenas picazuro                   

65 Pale-vented Pigeon Patagioenas cayennensis                             

66 Eared Dove Zenaida auriculata                         

67 Scaled Dove Columbina squamatta                     

68 Ruddy Ground Dove Columbina talpacoti                      

69 Plain-breasted Ground Dove Columbina minuta                              

70 Picui Ground Dove Columbina picui                      

71 Long-tailed Ground Dove Uropelia campestris                           

72 White-tipped Dove Leptotila verreauxi                   

73 Hyacinth Macaw Anodorhynchus hyacinthinus                    

74 Red-and-green Macaw Ara chloropterus                             

75 Red-bellied Macaw  Orthopsittaca manilatus                             

76 Blue-and-yellow Macaw Ara ararauna                         

77 Jandaya Parakeet  Aratinga jandaya                            

78 Blue-crowned Parakeet Thectocercus (Aratinga) acuticaudus                         

79 White-eyed Parakeet Psittacara leucophthalmus                              

80 Caatinga (Cactus) Parakeet Eupsittula cactorum                              

81 Peach-fronted Parakeet Eupsittula aurea                

82 Monk Parakeet Myiopsitta monachus 
  

                         

83 Yellow-chevroned Parakeet Brotogeris chiriri                   

84 Blue-winged Parrotlet Forpus xanthopterygius                             

85 Scaly-headed Parrot Pionus maximiliani                              

86 Turquoise-fronted Amazon  Amazona aestiva                     
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87 Squirrel Cuckoo Piaya cayana                       

88 Little Cuckoo Coccycua minuta                              

89 Smooth-billed Ani Crotophaga ani                  

90 Guira Cuckoo Guira guira                  

91 Striped Cuckoo Tapera naevia                              

92 Western Barn Owl Tyto alba                            

93 Tropical Screech Owl Megascops choliba                             

94 Great Horned Owl Bubo virginianus                             

95 Ferruginous Pygmy Owl Glaucidium brasilianum                           

96 Burrowing Owl Athene cunicularia                            

97 Great Potoo Nyctibius grandis                           

98 Band-tailed Nighthawk Nyctiprogne leucopyga                           

99 Nacunda Nighthawk Chordeiles nacunda                            

100 Pauraque Nyctidromus albicollis                        

101 Spot-tailed Nightjar Hydropsalis maculicadus                              

102 Neotropical (Fork-tailed) Palm Swift Tachornis squamata                           

103 Ashy-tailed Swift Chaetura vauxi andrei                              

104 Planalto Hermit Phaethornis pretrei                              

105 Swallow-tailed Hummingbird Eupetomena macroura                           

106 Glittering-bellied Emerald Chlorostilbon lucidus                          

107 Gilded Sapphire Hylocharis chrysura                              

108 Horned Sungem Heliactin bilophus                             

109 Fork-tailed Woodnymph Thalurania furcata                             

110 Glittering-throated Emerald Amazilia fimbriata                             

111 Blue-crowned Trogon Trogon curucui                             

112 Amazonian Motmot Momotus momota                             

113 Ringed Kingfisher Megaceryle torquata                     

114 Amazon Kingfisher Chloroceryle amazona                     

115 Green Kingfisher Chloroceryle americana                     

116 Green-and-rufous Kingfisher Chloroceryle inda                             

117 American Pygmy Kingfisher Chloroceryle aenea                             

118 Rufous-tailed Jacamar Galbula ruficauda                       
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119 White-eared Puffbird Nystalus characu                             

120 Caatinga (Spot-backed) Puffbird Nystalus maculatus                             

121 Swallow-winged Puffbird Chelidoptera tenebrosa                              

122 White-fronted Nunbird Monasa morphoeus                         

123 Rusty-breasted Nunlet Nonnula rubecula                              

124 Chestnut-eared Aracari Pteroglossus castanotis                        

125 Toco Toucan Ramphastos toco                        

126 White Woodpecker Melanerpes candidus                          

127 Little Woodpecker Veniliornis passerinus                          

128 Campo Flicker Colaptes campestris                         

129 Golden-green Woodpecker Piculus chrysochloros                              

130 Pale-crested Woodpecker Celeus lugubris                              

131 Crimson-crested Woodpecker Campephilus melanoleucos                              

132 Olivaceous Woodcreeper Sittasomus griseicapillus                              

133 Narrow-billed Woodcreeper Lepidocolaptes angustirostris                   

134 Red-billed Scythebill Camphlorhamphus trochilirostris                             

135 Pale-legged Hornero Furnarius leucopus                        

136 Rufous Hornero Furnarius rufus                      

137 Chotoy Spinetail Schoeniophylax phryganophilus                             

138 Rusty-backed Spinetail Cranioleuca vulpina                             

139 Yellow-chinned Spinetail Certhiaxis cinnamomea                             

140 Greater Thornbird Phacellodomus ruber                              

141 Grey-crested Cachalote Pseudoseisura unirufa                             

142 Point-tailed Palmcreeper  Berlepschia rikeri                              

143 Great Antshrike Taraba major                          

144 Barred Antshrike Thamnophilus doliatus                              

145 Caatinga Antshrike Thamnophilus capistratus                              

146 Rufous-winged Antshrike Thamnophilus torquatus                             

147 Black-capped Antwren Herpsilochmus pileatus                              

148 Large-billed Antwren Herpsilochmus longirostris                              

149 Rusty-backed Antwren Formicivora rufa                            

150 Mato Grosso Antbird Cercomacra melanaria                            
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151 Band-tailed Antbird Hypocnemis maculicauda                              

152 Hooded Gnateater Conopophaga roberti                             

153 Chapada Flycatcher (Campo Suiriri) Suiriri affinis                              

154 Plain-crested Elaenia Elaenia cristata 
  

                        

155 Small-billed Elaenia Elaenia parvirostris                              

156 Pearly-vented Tody-Tyrant Hemitriccus margaritaceiventer                             

157 Rusty-fronted Tody-Tyrant Todirostrum latirostre                              

158 Yellow-breasted Flycatcher Tolmomyias flaviventris                              

159 Fuscous Flycatcher Cnemotriccus fuscatus                              

160 Vermilion Flycatcher Pyrocephalus rubinus                        

161 Black-backed Water Tyrant Fluvicola albiventer                              

162 White-headed Marsh Tyrant Arundinicola leucocephala                              

163 Cattle Tyrant Machetornis rixosus                       

164 Cliff Flycatcher Hirundinea ferruginea                             

165 Short-crested Flycatcher Myiarchus ferox                          

166 Brown-crested Flycatcher Myiarchus tyrannuius                             

167 Tropical Pewee Contopus cinereus                              

168 Tropical Kingbird Tyrannus melancholicus                    

169 Boat-billed Flycatcher Megarhynchus pitangua                              

170 Rusty-margined Flycatcher Myiozetetes cayanensis                            

171 Grey Monjita Xolmis irupero                              

172 White-rumped Monjita Xolmis velatus                              

173 Lesser Kiskadee Pitangus lictor                           

174 Great Kiskadee Pitangus sulphuratus                

175 Black-tailed Tityra Tityta cayana                              

176 White-winged Swallow Tachycineta albiventer                     

177 Brown-chested Martin Phaeoprogne tapera                              

178 Grey-breasted Martin Progne chalybea                              

179 Southern Rough-winged Swallow Stelgidopteryx ruficollis                       

180 Purplish Jay Cyanocorax cyanomelas                           

181 Curl-crested Jay Cyanocorax cristatellus                             

182 White-naped Jay Cyanocorax cyanopogon                           
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183 Black-capped Donacobius Donacobius atricapilla                        

184 Thrush-like Wren Campylorhynchus turdinus                           

185 Fawn-breasted Wren Cantorchilus guarayanus                              

186 Masked Gnatcatcher Polioptila dumicola                             

187 Tropical Gnatcatcher Polioptila plumbea                              

188 Rufous-bellied Thrush Turdus rufiventris                           

189 Pale-breasted Thrush Turdus leucomelas                           

190 Chalk-browed Mockingbird Mimus saturninus                      

191 White-banded Mockingbird Mimus triurus                              

192 Rufous-browed Peppershrike Cyclarhis gujanensis                            

193 Tropical Parula Parula pitiayumi                              

194 Golden-crowned Warbler Basileuterus culicivorus                              

195 Flavescent Warbler Basileuterus flaveolus                             

196 Bananaquit Coereba flaveola                             

197 Chestnut-vented Conebill Conirostrum speciosum                            

198 Blue Dacnis Dacnis cayana                             

199 Burnished-buff Tanager Tangara cayana                            

200 Guira Tanager  Hemithraupis guira                             

201 Red (Hepatic )Tanager Piranga flava                             

202 White-rumped Tanager Cypsnagra hirundinacea                              

203 Silver-beaked Tanager Ramphocelus carbo                

204 Orange-headed Tanager Thlypopsis sordida                              

205 Shrike-like (White-banded) Tanager Neothraupis fasciata                             

206 Scarlet-throated Tanager Compsothraupis loricata                             

207 Sayaca Tanager Thraupis sayaca                     

208 Palm Tanager Thraupis palmarum                          

209 Cinnamon Tanager Schistochlamys ruficapillus                             

210 Black-throated Saltator Saltator atricollis                           

211 Buff-throated Saltator Saltator maximus                           

212 Greyish Saltator Saltator coerulescens                          

213 Red-crested Cardinal Paroaria coronata                             

214 Yellow-billed Cardinal Paroaria capitata                     
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215 Red-cowled Cardinal Paroaria dominicana                           

216 Rufous-collared Sparrow Zonotrichia capensis                           

217 Grassland Sparrow Ammodramus humeralis                              

218 Coal-crested Finch Charitospiza eucosma                             

219 Red-crested Finch Coryphospingus cucullatus                              

220 Pileated Finch Coryphospingus pileatus                             

221 Saffron Finch Sicalis flaveola                        

222 Blue-black Grassquit Volatinia jacarina                            

223 Wedge-tailed Grass Finch Emberizoides herbicola                              

224 Plumbeous Seedeater Sporophila plumbea                              

225 Rusty-collared Seedeater Sporophila collaris                              

226 Yellow-bellied Seedeater Sporophila nigricollis                              

227 Double-collared Seedeater Sporophila caerulescens                              

228 Bay-winged Cowbird Molothrus badius                              

229 Giant Cowbird Scaphidura oryzivora                             

230 Shiny Cowbird Molothrus bonariensis                             

231 Yellow-rumped Cacique Cacicus cela                           

232 Solitary Cacique Cacicus solitarius                              

233 Variable Oriole Icterus cayanensis                             

234 Orange-backed Troupial Icterus croconotus                         

235 Campo Troupial Icterus jamacaii                           

236 Unicolored Blackbird Agelaius cyanopus                             

237 Scarlet-headed Blackbird Amblyramphus holosericeus                             

238 Chopi Blackbird Gnorimopsar chopi                          

239 White-browed Blackbird Sturnella superciliaris                              

240 Subtropical Doradito Pseudocolopteryx acutipennis                              

241 House Sparrow (Introduced) Passer domesticus                            

 


