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Tour participants: Partner Kadisa (leader) Nelson Ndambo (co-leader) with 14 Naturetrek clients 

 

Summary 
 
Naturetrek’s trip to the Okavango Delta was based at two tented camps, initially at the River Khwai and then at 

the Moremi Game Reserve. Although similar in giving access to the delta and surrounding sandy savanna, with its 

Mopane and Acacia scrub, they were subtly different. The initial camp was close to the Khwai river itself, bordering 

one of the tributary channels. The second camp was on a grassy floodplain with more open dry grassland on our 

doorstep.  Our days followed a pattern that soon became familiar to us all. Wake up call, including fresh washing 

water at 05.00, Breakfast 30 minutes later and then departure before 06.00. The morning game drive running until 

the building heat drove us back to camp. A brunch followed by rest in the camp with bush showers ‘on tap’, then 

‘high tea’ at 15.30 and the evening game drive until dusk. At Khwai, we were not limited to being back in camp by 

sundown, so a relaxed sundowner was followed by spot-lighting back to camp.  

 

At every return to camp, and often on the trails, we were offered the most sumptuous food, all cooked over open 

fires in bush ovens by Lady G and her team from Lasagne, stews to freshly baked bread and cakes.  The sundowner 

tradition is alive and well in Botswana, with the chance of a G&T or a beer (or whatever your poison) out in the 

field, as the sunset over the delta brought a fitting end to each exciting day in the bush. 

  

We connected with many of specialties including 214 species of birds, together with 32 species of Mammal, seven 

of Reptiles, 17 of Dragonflies and four species of Butterfly. We had wonderful views of most including four species 

of both Roller and Bee-eater including the iconic Southern Carmine, many raptors including resident species such 

as Dickinson’s Kestrel and migrants such as Steppe Eagle and Lesser Spotted Eagle. The sighting of four species 

of Vulture was notable for this highly endangered group. Waterbirds were plentiful with the near endemic Slaty 

Egret and endangered African Skimmer close to the top of most people’s wish lists. The sight of both birds and 

animal cashing in on the termite hatching was memorable, as was the one in lifetime viewing of a Baobab Tree in 

full flower. Despite being a bird trip, it was the mammals that stole the show.  Multiple sightings of Cheetah, Lion, 

Elephant and the regular ungulates were notable for their quality as much as the numbers. Elephants were plentiful 

including some mighty tuskers, and even the Leopard showed well and closely. We all agreed that this showed 

Africa at its best – Beautiful Botswana indeed. 
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Day 1              Saturday 12th November 

London & Johannesburg 

The main group left Heathrow shortly after 19.30 for the 11hour overnight flight to Johannesburg. Four of the 

group had travelled the previous day and were laying over in Jo’burg and the final two had already travelled to 

Maun and were preparing to meet the rest the next day. 

Day 2        Sunday 13th November 

Johannesburg, Maun and Khwai 

After arriving shortly after 08.00, the main group made their way to the international transfer to Botswana, only to 

be greeted with the news of revised flight times and itinerary. Despite being booked on a direct flight, the plane 

was now diverting via the Botswana capital, Gaborone, and although departing earlier, was going arrive in Maun 

later than planned. All the group caught the flight and the journey was uneventful, even allowing for us to clear 

Botswana formalities at Gaborone, the airport enabling us to add Rock Martin & Common Myna as the first 

species on our Botswana bird list. 

 

We arrived at Maun at 15.20 and with formalities already cleared we were loaded in the safari trucks a mere 30 

minutes later, heading north to pick up the final two members of the group at Thalamakane River lodge and then 

on the road north towards Khwai. We had been warned that the trip would take around 4 ½ hours particularly as 

the recent rains had impacted the road. Sure enough, in less than 30 km the tarmac ran out and the sandy road 

slowed the going. We soon found out that a bypass had a different meaning here as the deep pools blocking the 

main road often had to be driven around by diverting into the bush. 

 

Still there was plenty to see. Lilac-breasted Rollers 

decorated the road side power lines and Common Mynas, 

although common at Maun, soon disappeared. The first 

river crossing held White-faced Whistling ducks and Spur-

winged Geese and the brilliantly green roadside Mopane 

scrub offered African Hoopoe and Swainson’s Francolin 

and even a couple of Kudu and our first Elephant. A 

comfort stop after a couple of hours was enlivened by a 

party of Giraffes crossing the road and then as the light 

started to fail, we came across a party of Wild Dogs that 

not only seemed attracted to the road, but even sat down 

as we approached. However, they soon drifted away into 

the undergrowth and we continued north. As the sun 

dramatically set, we reached the first section of water, with 

Hippos were both in the pools and around the road, and 

Waterbuck, Impala and Southern Lechwe were added to 

the list of this impromptu game drive. It was completely 

dark when we finally turned off the main road, seemingly 

into a maze of twisty tracks deep into the bush, before the 

camp lights finally appeared and we had arrived. 
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With tents allocated and the first of our cooked meals, soup followed by lamb stew completed, we headed to bed 

ready for the planned wakeup call at 5 am the following morning. The only evidence of the nearby river was the 

incessant calling of the frogs. 

Day 3  Monday 14th November 

Khwai concession  

As the sun rose it was our first opportunity to see that the 

camp was set on the banks of small tributary to the main 

Khwai river. We got ready for a trip out into the local Mopane 

scrub. Our first pause was a for a party of three Southern 

Ground Hornbills, and around a small pool lots of Spur-

winged Geese and a pair of Greater Painted Snipe. A Meyer’s 

Parrot fly in and other species that we would soon see 

regularly such as Burchell’s Starling, Magpie Shrike and Red-

billed Buffalo Weaver.  We headed on with more spectacular 

finds, a pair of displaying Broad-billed Rollers, a Pearl-spotted 

Owlet, Little Bee-eater and a co-operative Bearded 

Woodpecker.  We headed closer to the river and started 

finding more waterbirds including Open-billed Stork, 

Blacksmith Plover and a Coppery-tailed Coucal. Mammals 

became plentiful, with lots of Red Lechwe, Hippo, Crocodile 

and a small Okavango Hinged Terrapin. 

 

We soon came across a party of five Lions, all females and sub-adult males that were lounging in the shade, but 

the dominant female was restless and soon headed off. Partner explained that she had cubs somewhere close and 

we decided to follow her. Her instincts were strong to cross the river to presumably where the cubs were. but with 

Hippos and big Crocodiles it was too much of a risk. We left her still pondering her next move and headed back 

to camp. 

 

After lunch and a siesta, we headed back out in the late afternoon and as the heat dwindled, we went back to the 

river area. We soon found an immature Common Cuckoo, which had obviously made the trip from Europe. We 

were searching amongst some Whydah when the heavens opened. The rain increased from merely heavy to 

monsoon like which meant that those in the front were thoroughly soaked and we waited until the storm passed. 

At the end the sun came out and it acted like a second dawn – birds were active, and many headed for exposed 

perches to dry their feathers everything from the mighty Fish Eagle to the tiny firefinches. We continued on to the 

riverside and watched the sun come down over the floodplain of the River Khwai. Pratincoles were hawking for 

insects and were joined by an African Hobby. Storks, heron and egrets were plentiful including the stately Saddle-

billed Stork and the near-endemic Slaty Egret. As the sun fell, the night shift commenced with fly-over Black-

crowned Night Herons and a couple of quartering Marsh Owls. 

 

We spotlighted on the trip back to camp, but it was relatively quiet, we still found a few Cape Hares, one Spring 

Hare and a rapidly disappearing Common Genet before returning in time for dinner and bed. 
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Day 4 Tuesday 15th November 

Khwai concession - Mokoro trip in morning 

With the group dividing in two, the party not opting for the Mokoro trip rose at the normal time. With some of 

the early risers being rewarded by the sight of an Elephant close to camp. Nelson headed out with them to the 

river flood plain, connecting with a large flock of pratincoles but more excitingly finding Verreaux’s Eagle Owl 

and Wattled Cranes. 

 

The five Mokoros set out from camp just after 08.00, the more relaxed timing allowing for a later breakfast. The 

Mokoros are traditional punted canoes, although today the traditional design of dugout canoe is mimicked in 

fibreglass to protect the local mature trees. With a maximum of two passengers per Mokoro, they are a relaxed 

way of getting close the water, and we all learnt about the two types of water lilies, local uses for the plans and 

watched a party of Hippos that blocked our route along the river. There was plenty of birdlife along the channel 

with Jacanas common, Black Crakes and both Pied and Woodland Kingfishers.  After a couple of hours, the group 

returned to camp and then headed off for with Partner for a short game drive. We added to our growing mammal 

list with Dwarf Mongoose and a Steenbok & fawn. In addition, it was clear that raptors were active and we soon 

connected with Tawny Eagle, Long-crested Eagle and White-backed Vulture before returning for lunch and a rest. 

 

After High Tea we set out again and for the Mokoro group the priorities were clear. Fortunately, the Eagles Owls 

were still in the same tree and close by we found our first Southern Carmine Bee-eater.  A family party of two 

adults and a young African Hawk-Eagle were a nice surprise and we then headed back to the flood plain with more 

Lion sightings on the way. Although distant, the pair of Wattled Cranes were still present and closer a Goliath and 

a Rufous-bellied Heron were hunting in the shallows. Before it was dark, we found some more Cape Hares and 

once spotlighting we had much better views of the bizarre South African Spring-Hare but little else.  

 

All too quickly another day was over and we returned to Lady G’s wonderful cooking. A brief try with the bat 

detector suggested that two species of free-tailed bat were common around the camp.  

 

Overnight both African Scops Owl and White-faced Owl called, but it was the rain that fell that silenced the frogs 

– at least for a while. 
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Day 5          Wednesday 16th November 

Transfer day – game drive from Khwai to Moremi Game Reserve  

Going back to the early start, the whole camp to be broken down and relocated, we had our bags packed before 

breakfast. With the bridge over the River Khwai closed for repairs, we were forced to take the longer route to 

Moremi, and at 06.20, we headed east, aiming to enter Moremi via the south gate. 

 

Following the river, we were heading into a new area but one still dominated by Mopane scrub.  A Spotted Thick-

knee was seen hiding under the bushes and also Purple Roller, Red-headed Weaver and Golden-breasted Bunting 

were new. We headed to a series of pools parallel to the main river channel and found a mix of herons and other 

waterbirds. A Wood Pipit was a good find and an African Cuckoo was calling noticeably differently from the 

familiar species back home. Common Reedbucks were the first of the new mammals, soon to be followed up with 

Warthog, Wildebeest and then Zebra. The radio crackled into life and news of a Leopard close by was too good 

miss out on. We headed there and were met by young male who gave wonderful views.  

 

After a coffee break, we headed on to get to the Khwai crossing around lunch time. Our billed ‘packed lunch’ 

turned out to be another full meal of Lentil Bobotie cooked before we left by Lady G’s magic team and we enjoyed 

this with views of Malachite Kingfishers and other waterbirds. Our last stretch in the concession added Kori 

Bustard and a flock of European Bee-eaters to our growing lists, and then it was time to head for the main road 

south. Although we had now joined the bigger road it didn’t stop us from looking. Fly over White-headed Vultures 

were our only records of this declining species, but pride of place has to go to the bachelor party of Elephants that 

were feeding close to the road.  

 

We arrived at the south gate of Moremi Game Reserve and checked in. It was clear that there was a major termite 

hatching and the flying insects were everywhere. This food resource was attracting predators from swifts and bee-

eaters, large numbers of kites and buzzards, both Marabou and Woolly-necked Storks and even Baboons rushing 

around to take advantage of this suddenly plentiful food. We still had a way to go before the evening camp curfew 

so we needed to keep moving whilst not ignoring the sights around us, adding some magnificently horned male 

Kudus and the Marabou Storks silhouetted against the setting sun to add to our special memories. We arrived just 

as darkness fell and settled into our familiar tents – even if the location was totally new, a picturesque grove of 

trees on the edge of flat grasslands. 

Day 6 Thursday 17th November 

Moremi Game Reserve 

Although in a different location, the timetable basically remained the same with a start delayed until 06.30. We 

hadn’t gone far when news of a family group of Cheetahs (mum and two grown cubs) came through and we 

diverted to find them lounging in the shade, drinking and cleaning from a recent kill and we watched them for a 

while.  

 

Back on the grasslands, the biggest surprise was a pair of Sooty Falcons harassing a Kite, no doubt the falcons 

were attracted into the area by the previous evening termite swarm. 
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We headed across the grasslands stopping at a series of pools, where Crocodiles and Hippos were plentiful and a 

mix of storks and spoonbills hunted the shallows. Pratincoles of both species were common, and at one particular 

pool we found a mix of migrant waders, including Marsh Sandpiper, Ruff and Little Stint. The main excitement 

was a juvenile African Skimmer, a highly adapted tern with a distinctive bill that ‘ploughs’ the surface of the water 

to feed.  We stopped for coffee where there was more submerged vegetation and watched as a two metre plus 

Monitor Lizard hunted. We continued our hunt for Lesser Jacana, but only found lots of African Jacana including 

a few small chicks that can be confused with the rarer cousins.  

 

It was much warmer than the days at Khwai and so soon after we headed back towards the camp. Our journey 

was delayed when we found a couple of male Lions complete with full manes. They were also suffering in the heat 

and refused to show themselves preferring to stay in the depths of the thorn bushes.  

 

After our brunch we spent the hottest part of the day at the camp, relaxing, trying to keep cool and then got ready 

to head out again as the temperature started to dip. Our first success was a Dickinson’s Kestrel, a specialist of this 

area and then we headed back to the pools. We had better views of Slaty Egret and also Purple and Goliath Herons. 

Black Crakes seemed plentiful here and we found our first Red-knobbed Coot. After hearing them frequently a 

pair of Gabon Boubou perched in the open – duetting to each other, a key part of their courtship.  
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As the sun started to set, we stopped for a sun-downer and then headed to camp, but not before crossing the path 

of a Black-backed Jackal and the final bird of the day, a Small Buttonquail that hopped on to the road in front of 

us for once rather than staying hidden in the extensive grassland.  

Day 7 Friday 18th November 

Moremi Game Reserve 

Today we started by heading further west towards Bridge No.3. As the name suggests we were heading to some 

of the wetter areas but on the way, we tried some acacia scrub for a different mix of species. White-browed 

Sparrow-Weavers were particularly noisy and their untidy nests bely their weaver heritage. Smaller finches such as 

Blue Waxbill, Green-winged Pytilia and Red-billed Firefinches were also found, however it was the flock of Bee-

eaters, mainly European but with a Southern Carmine, that grabbed the attention. We found a mother Giraffe and 

very young calf that was more interested in suckling than us being close by.  The pools themselves were alive with 

water birds, Knob-billed and White-faced Whistling Ducks were plentiful as were a mix of Herons, Egrets and 

Storks. A Pelican also joined the show. We had to work a bit harder to see the Crimson-breasted Shrike, a normally 

skulking species of the scrub. 

 

After our coffee stop, we focused on the pools, the first hosting a lone bull Elephant, and in addition the species 

that had become so familiar to us, although a Hadada Ibis and African Snipe were new for the trip. The next stop 

was at the big Baobab, not only was the tree in leaf, but it was in flower. Flowering occurs only once a year and 

the flowers last a mere 18-24 hours after all synchronous opening in a single night. It is said seeing a Baobab in 

flower is rarer than finding a Black Rhino! We returned to the camp as activity dipped noticeably but not before 

another Jackal encounter.  

 

The afternoon drive took us towards Black pool, an area of grassland to the southeast of the camp. The first part 

of the drive was dominated by raptors, especially eagles. Tawny Eagles soon gave way to Lesser Spotted Eagles, 

with a range of adults, sub-adults and juveniles. A shout led us to a male Lion relaxing under a tree. After a short 

while the Lion became alert and then moved off, so we decided to follow.  We soon found him seeking shade but 

a bit further on we connected with a party of lionesses – no doubt he was sensing their presence. We watched as 

the females moved through the grassland incongruously joined by a flock of Barn Swallows, and tracking them, 

we came to a scene of domestic bliss with five cubs (three of which seemed to be only a few days old) suckling 

from two lionesses, - the females seemed to be unconcerned over which cubs suckled from each of them. 

 

One of the aims for the grasslands was to find open country birds, but with only a singing Rufous-naped Lark to 

show for our efforts we headed to our sundowner spot and picked up our only African Harrier-hawk on the way. 

The usual mix of waterbirds accompanied another dramatic sunset and then it was time to head back to camp and 

prepare for our last full day but not before viewing a Hyena near the tents through a thermal scope.  
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Day 8 Saturday 19th November 

Moremi Game Reserve 

Again, we headed east from the camp at 06.00, and soon came across a large herd of African Buffalo, waiting for 

their attendant Cattle Egrets to join them. We moved off and a swishing tail led us to the same family of Cheetahs 

we had seen earlier, but this time they had just made a kill of a ram Impala. Each of the Cheetahs took their turn 

to eat their fill and we moved off to leave them in peace.  

As it was still early, we found a few raptors waiting for the sun to rise and thermals to make life easy. Lesser 

Spotted, Steppe and Tawny Eagles were plentiful, but it was welcoming to find both Hooded and the now very 

scarce Lappet-faced Vultures – no doubt they would soon find the kill!   

We headed back to the wetlands, and on the way had two more brief sightings of Buttonquail. The pools were as 

bird filled as ever, but without finding anything new except for a party of Blue-cheeked Bee-eaters joining one of 

the parties of wintering European Bee-eaters.  With the sun-rising steadily, we headed back to camp to escape the 

heat.  Partner explained with no rain, the temperature builds and builds until finally the weather breaks with rain 

falling and the temperature dropping as a wet season cycle.  Close to camp, we realised that our landmark leafless 

palm tree had been adopted by the Dickinson’s Kestrel as their nest site and one of the adults was on guard duty. 

Back at the camp we had brunch followed by our now familiar siesta. 
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Our last evening game drive took us initially to the north. We tracked back to the Baobab and sure enough the 

flowering was at an end, even if the ground was strewn with the dead flowers.  This relatively dry country offered 

good views of Pearl-spotted Owlet and Double-banded Sandgrouse together with a mix of finches and weavers. 

We stumbled upon a family party of Vervet Monkeys, the young riding their mothers’ backs and as the temperature 

dropped, we headed back to the pools to the south. Our final sundowner was enhanced by the Hippos and a flock 

of pratincoles hawking over the water, but all too soon it was time to head back to camp for our final main meal 

and a wonderful session of reminiscences and thanks. 

Day 9 Sunday 20th November 

Moremi to Maun and then flight to Heathrow via Jo’burg 

We were packed, breakfasted and ready to depart by 06.00, saying our heartfelt goodbyes to the camp team, leaving 

them to pack up and follow us back to Maun.  We soon found a Jackal with the remains of its supper and a party 

of Banded Mongoose were another mammal species for the list. Specials birds included Lappet-faced Vulture, 

Bradfield’s Hornbill, Southern Carmine Bee-eater and for one of the trucks, a Martial Eagle.  The main delight 

came from a part of four young Ostriches - an iconic end to our days in the game reserve. 

 

Even when we left the reserve boundary the species kept coming.  Zebra, Wildebeest, Giraffe and Elephant 

continued to be seen at the roadside as we headed south. Birdlife was plentiful and we added Brown-Snake Eagle 

and Cape Starling to our final bird lists. The lack of recent rain meant the journey south was simpler than our 

journey up, but the water-filled sandy depressions of the main road were still treacherous and we passed a self-

drive that was stuck with water up to its bonnet. 

 

We were 27km from Maun before the tarmac started and the rest of the journey was competed without too much 

stress and we threw ourselves at the mercy of Air Botswana. Despite total confusion we determined the flight was 

going straight to Johannesburg and despite neither departure times nor arrival times matching our reservations we 

arrived in the South Africa city in sufficient time to transfer to our London bound flight. A smooth flight led to 

us arriving at Heathrow at just after 05.00 the following morning, where we collected our luggage and headed on 

our separate ways homeward. 
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Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Species lists 
 
Birds 

 
N=Near-endemic I=Introduced November 2022 

Common name Scientific name 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

Common Ostrich  Struthio camelus               ✓ 

White-faced Whistling Duck Dendrocygna viduata ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

Spur-winged Goose Plectropterus gambensis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Knob-billed Duck Thalassornis leuconotus   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ 

Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiaca ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Blue-billed Teal Spatula hottentota         ✓ ✓ ✓   

Yellow-billed Duck Anas undulata       ✓         

Red-billed Teal Anas erythrorhyncha       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Helmeted Guineafowl Numida meleagris ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Crested Francolin Ortygornis sephaean sephaena ✓               

Harlequin Quail Cotornix delegorguei           ✓     

Red-billed Spurfowl Pternistis adspersus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Swainson's Spurfowl Pternistis swainsonii   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

African Palm Swift Cypsiurus parvus ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

African Black Swift Apus barbatus       ✓ ✓   ✓   

White-rumped Swift Apus caffer             ✓   

Grey Go-away-bird Crinifer concolor   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       

Kori Bustard Ardeotis kori       ✓         

Red-crested Korhaan Lophotis ruficrista ✓               

Senegal Coucal Centropus senegalensis   ✓       ✓     

Coppery-tailed  Coucal Centropus cupreicaudus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

White-browed Coucal Centropus superciliosus         ✓       

Levaillant's Cuckoo Clamator levaillantii   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       

Jacobin Cuckoo Clamator jacobinus   ✓ ✓           

Diederick Cuckoo Chrysococcyx caprius       ✓         

Black Cuckoo Cuculus clamosus       ✓       ✓ 

African Cuckoo Cuculus gularis         ✓       

Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus   ✓             

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
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N=Near-endemic I=Introduced November 2022 

Common name Scientific name 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

Double-banded Sandgrouse Pterocles bicinctus ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Red-eyed Dove Streptopelia semitorquata   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Ring-necked Dove Streptopelia capicola ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Laughing Dove Spilopelia senegalensis           ✓     

Emerald-spotted Wood Dove Turtur chalcospilos ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Namaqua Dove Oena capensis   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Red-knobbed Coot Fulica cristata         ✓ ✓     

Black Crake Zapornia flavirostra     ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

Wattled Crane Grus carunculata     ✓           

Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis       ✓       ✓ 

Common Buttonquail Turnix sylvaticus         ✓   ✓   

Water Thick-knee Burhinus vermiculatus       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Spotted Thick-knee Burhinus capensis       ✓         

Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus         ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Long-toed Lapwing Vanellus crassirostris   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Blacksmith Lapwing Vanellus armatus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula         ✓   ✓   

Kittlitz's Plover Charadrius pecuarius         ✓   ✓   

Three-banded Plover Charadrius tricollaris   ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓   

Greater Painted-snipe Rostratula benghalensis   ✓             

African Jacana Actophilornis africanus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Ruff Calidris pugnax         ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Little Stint Calidris minuta         ✓ ✓ ✓   

African Snipe Gallinago nigripennis         ✓ ✓     

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos     ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis        ✓   ✓   

Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia     ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

Collared Pratincole Glareola pratincola   ✓     ✓   ✓   

Black-winged Pratincole Glareola nordmanni     ✓   ✓   ✓   

African Skimmer Rynchops flavirostris         ✓       

Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida         ✓       

Yellow-billed Stork Mycteria ibis ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

African Openbill Anastomus lamelligerus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Woolly-necked Stork Ciconia episcopus   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Saddle-billed Stork Ephippiorhynchus senegalensis   ✓ ✓     ✓     

Marabou Stork Leptoptilos crumenifer   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

African Darter Anhinga rufa   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

Reed Cormorant Microcarbo africanus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

African Sacred Ibis Threskiornis aethiopicus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Hadada Ibis Bostrychia hagedash           ✓ ✓   

Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus         ✓       

African Spoonbill Platalea alba   ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓   

Dwarf Bittern Ixobrychus sturmii       ✓         

Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax   ✓             

Striated Heron Butorides striata       ✓         

Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Rufous-bellied Heron Ardeola rufiventris   ✓ ✓ ✓         

Western Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis   ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓   

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Goliath Heron Ardea goliath       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
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N=Near-endemic I=Introduced November 2022 

Common name Scientific name 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

Purple Heron Ardea purpurea         ✓ ✓     

Great Egret Ardea alba ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Intermediate Egret Ardea intermedia   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓     

Slaty Egret - N Egretta vinaceigula   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

Little Egret Egretta garzetta   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Hamerkop Scopus umbretta   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Pink-backed Pelican Pelecanus rufescens           ✓     

Black-winged Kite Elanus caeruleus caeruleus   ✓       ✓     

African Harrier-Hawk Polyboroides typus           ✓     

Hooded Vulture Necrosyrtes monachus             ✓   

White-backed Vulture Gyps africanus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

White-headed Vulture Trigonoceps occipitalis       ✓         

Lappet-faced Vulture Torgos tracheliotos             ✓ ✓ 

Brown Snake Eagle Circaetus cinerascens               ✓ 

Bateleur Terathopius ecaudatus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Martial Eagle Polemaetus bellicosus             ✓ ✓ 

Long-crested Eagle Lophaetus occipitalis     ✓           

Lesser Spotted Eagle Clanga pomarina       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Wahlberg's Eagle Hieraaetus wahlbergi   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ 

Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus   ✓   ✓         

Tawny Eagle Aquila rapax   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Steppe Eagle Aquila nipalensis       ✓     ✓   

African Hawk-Eagle Aquila spilogaster     ✓           

Gabar Goshawk Micronisus gabar     ✓ ✓     ✓   

Yellow-billed Kite Milvus aegyptius ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

African Fish Eagle Haliaeetus vocifer   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Steppe Buzzard Buteo buteo vulpinus       ✓   ✓     

Pearl-spotted Owlet Glaucidium perlatum   ✓         ✓ ✓ 

African Scops Owl Otus senegalensis     ✓           

Southern White-faced Owl Ptilopsis granti       ✓         

Marsh Owl Asio capensis   ✓             

Verreaux's Eagle-Owl Bubo lacteus     ✓           

Red-faced Mousebird Urocolius indicus             ✓   

African Hoopoe Upupa africana ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

Green Wood Hoopoe Phoeniculus purpureus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

Southern Ground Hornbill Bucorvus leadbeateri   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓     

Southern Red-billed Hornbill Tockus rufirostris   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Southern Yellow-billed Hornbill Tockus leucomelas   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

Bradfield's Hornbill Lophoceros bradfieldi       ✓       ✓ 

African Grey Hornbill Lophoceros nasutus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

Purple Roller Coracias naevius ✓     ✓ ✓       

Lilac-breasted Roller Coracias caudatus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

European Roller Coracias garrulus     ✓ ✓         

Broad-billed Roller Eurystomus glaucurus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ 

Woodland Kingfisher Halcyon senegalensis   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

Malachite Kingfisher Corythornis cristatus       ✓         

Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Swallow-tailed Bee-eater Merops hirundineus ✓     ✓     ✓   

Little Bee-eater Merops pusillus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Blue-cheeked Bee-eater Merops persicus            ✓   

European Bee-eater Merops apiaster     ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ 
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Southern Carmine Bee-eater Merops nubicoides   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Black-collared Barbet Lybius torquatus           ✓     

Crested Barbet Trachyphonus vaillantii   ✓   ✓         

Lesser Honeyguide Indicator minor   ✓ ✓       ✓   

Greater Honeyguide Indicator indicator             ✓   

Bennett's Woodpecker Campethera bennettii   ✓     ✓   ✓   

Bearded Woodpecker Chloropicus namaquus   ✓ ✓ ✓         

Rock Kestrel Falco rupicolus   ✓         ✓   

Dickinson's Kestrel Falco dickinsoni         ✓   ✓ ✓ 

Sooty Falcon Falco concolor         ✓       

Eurasian Hobby  Falco subbuteo       ✓   ✓   ✓ 

African Hobby Falco cuvierii   ✓             

Meyer's Parrot Poicephalus meyeri   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   

Chinspot Batis  Batis molitor   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

Brown-crowned Tchagra Tchagra australis           ✓     

Black-crowned Tchagra Tchagra senegalus             ✓   

Black-backed Puffback Dryoscopus cubla   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

Swamp Boubou Laniarius bicolor         ✓ ✓ ✓   

Crimson-breasted Shrike Lanarius atrococcineus          ✓ ✓   

Brubru Nilaus afer           ✓     

White-crested Helmet Shrike Prionops plumatus       ✓         

Magpie Shrike Urolestes melanoleucus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Southern White-crowned Shrike Eurocephalus anguitimens ✓   ✓ ✓       ✓ 

Red-backed Shrike Lanius collario ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Lesser Grey Shrike Lanius minor   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   

Eurasian Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus       ✓         

Fork-tailed Drongo Dicrurus adsimilis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

African Paradise Flycatcher Terpsiphone viridis   ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓   

Southern Black Tit Melaniparus niger   ✓ ✓           

Rufous-naped Lark Mirafra africana           ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Terrestrial Brownbul Phyllastrephus terrestris   ✓             

Dark-capped Bulbul Pycnonotus tricolor       ✓ ✓ ✓     

Banded Martin Neophedina cincta   ✓   ✓   ✓     

Rock Martin Ptyonoprogne fuligula ✓               

Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Red-breasted Swallow Cecropis semirufa         ✓ ✓ ✓   

Long-billed Crombec Sylvietta rufescens   ✓             

Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus     ✓           

Rattling Cisticola Cisticola chiniana   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Tinkling Cisticola Cisticola rufilatus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

Neddicky Cisticola rulvicapilla         ✓ ✓ ✓   

Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       

Desert Cisticola Cisticola aridulus       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Grey-backed Camaroptera Camaroptera brevicaudata   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Chestnut-vented Warbler Curruca subcoerulea   ✓             

Arrow-marked Babbler Turdoides jardineii   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Southern Pied Babbler Turdoides bicolor       ✓         

Hartlaub's Babbler - N Turdoides hartlaubi         ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Common Myna - I Acridotheres tristis ✓             ✓ 

Wattled Starling Creatophora cinerea ✓           ✓   

Cape Starling Lamprotornis nitens               ✓ 
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Greater Blue-eared Starling Lamprotornis chalybaeus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       ✓ 

Meve's Starling Lamprotornis mevesii   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Burchell's Starling Lamprotornis australis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Yellow-billed Oxpecker Buphagus africanus   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Red-billed Oxpecker Buphagus erythrorynchus   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Kalahari Scrub-Robin Cercotrichas paeria           ✓     

Southern Black Flycatcher Melaenornis pammelaina     ✓           

Pale Flycatcher Melaenornis pallidus   ✓ ✓ ✓         

Marico Flycatcher Melaenornis mariquensis           ✓   ✓ 

Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata     ✓       ✓   

Ashy Flycatcher Muscicapa caerulescens   ✓ ✓           

White-browed Robin-Chat Cossypha heuglini         ✓   ✓   

African Stonechat Saxicola torquatus         ✓       

Yellow-throated Bush Sparrow Gymnoris supercilliaris   ✓ ✓ ✓         

Southern Grey-headed Sparrow Passer swainsonii   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Red-billed Buffalo Weaver Bubalornis niger   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

White-browed Sparrow-Weaver Plocepasser mahali ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Red-headed Weaver Anaplectes rubriceps       ✓         

Red-billed Quelea Quelea quelea   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Blue Waxbill Uraeginthus angolensis   ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Green-winged Pytilia Pytilia melba           ✓ ✓   

Red-billed Firefinch Lagonosticta senegala   ✓       ✓ ✓   

Jameson's Firefinch Lagonosticta rhodopareia           ✓     

Pin-tailed Whydah Vidua paradisaea         ✓       

Shaft-tailed Whydah Vidua chalybeata   ✓   ✓     ✓ ✓ 

Long-tailed Paradise Whydah Vidua paradisaea   ✓         ✓ ✓ 

Western Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava         ✓       

Cape Wagtail Motacilla capensis     ✓           

African Pipit Anthus cinnamomeus     ✓   ✓ ✓     

Wood Pipit Anthus nyassae       ✓ ✓       

Buffy Pipit Anthus vaalensis   ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓   

Plain-backed Pipit Anthus leucophrys   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

Golden-breasted Bunting Emberiza poliopleura       ✓       ✓ 

 

Others 

 

    November 2022 

Common name Scientific name 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

Mammals                   

African Elephant Loxodonta africana ✓     ✓   ✓   ✓ 

Vervet Chlorocebus pygerythrus             ✓   

Chacma Baboon Papio ursinus       ✓       ✓ 

Smith's Bush Squirrel Paraxerus cepapi ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Southern African Spring-hare Pedtes capensis   ✓ ✓           

Greater Cane Rat Thryonomys swinderianus           ✓     

Cape Hare  Lepus capensis   ✓ ✓      ✓   

Egyptian Free-tailed Bat Tadarida aegyptiaca   ✓ ✓ ✓         

Little Free-tailed Bat Chaeophon pumilus   ✓ ✓           

Cheetah Ainonyx jubatus         ✓   ✓   

Lion Panthera leo   ✓     ✓   ✓   
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Common name Scientific name 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

Leopard Panthera pardus       ✓         

Common Genet Genetta genatta   ✓            

Commin Dwarf Mongoose Helogate parvula     ✓ ✓ ✓       

Slender Mongoose Herpestes sanguineus   ✓   ✓       ✓ 

Banded Mongoose Mungos mungo               ✓ 

Spotted Hyaena Crocuta crocuta           ✓     

Black-backed Jackal Canis mesomelas       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

African Wild Dog Lycaon pictus ✓               

Plains Zebra Equus quagga       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Common Warthog Phacochoerus africanus       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Hippopotamus Hippopotamus amphibius ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Southern Giraffe Giraffa giraffa ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Common Wildebeest  Connochastes taurinus       ✓ ✓     ✓ 

Tseessebe Damaliscus lunatus         ✓     

Waterbuck Kobus ellipsiprymnus ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Southern Lechwe Kobus leche   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Steenbuck Raphicerus campestris     ✓           

Southern Reedbuck Redunca arundinum       ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ 

Impala Aepyceros melampus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Greater Kudu Tragelaphus strepsiceros ✓     ✓         

African Buffalo Syncerus caffer         ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

                    

Reptiles                   

Long Reed Frog Hyperolius nasutus     ✓           

Painted Reed Frog Hyperolius marmoratus     ✓           

Bubbling Kassina Frog Kassina senegalensis   ✓ ✓           

African Bullfrog Pyxicephalus adspersus   ✓ ✓           

Okavango Hinged Terrapin Pelusios bechuanicus   ✓             

Nile Crocodile Crocodylus niloticus   ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓   

Nile Monitor Varanus niloticus         ✓ ✓     

                    

Butterflies                   

Citrus Swallowtail Paplio demodous         ✓ ✓     

Plain Tiger (African Monarch) Danaus chrysippus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Common Diadem Hypolymnas misippus     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

Blue Pansy  Junonia orithya       ✓         

                    

Dragonflies                   

Common Citril Ceriagron glabrum   ✓ ✓           

Vagrant Emperor Anax ephippiger           ✓ ✓   

Blue Emperor Anax imperator           ✓ ✓   

Long Skimmer Orthetrum trinacria   ✓ ✓           

Epaulette Skimmer Orthetrum chrysostigma   ✓ ✓           

Black-winged Flutterer Rhyothemis fenestrina       ✓         

Red-veined Darter Sympetrum fonscolombii   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Little Scarlet Crocothemis sanguinolenta   ✓ ✓          

Keyhole Glider Tramea basilaris        ✓ ✓     

Little Percher Diplacodes deminuta     ✓        

Barbet Percher Diplacodes luminans   ✓ ✓        

Spectacled Skimmer 
Orthetrum icteromelas 
cinctifrons   ✓ ✓        
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Southern Banded Groundling Brachythemis leucosticta   ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓   

Wandering Glider Pantala flavescens   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Silhouette Dropwing Trithemis hecate   ✓       

Red Basker Urothemis assignata             ✓   

Blue Basker Urothemis edwardsii   ✓         ✓   

 


