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Tour participants: Partner Kadisa (Safari guide & naturalist) Dan Lay (Naturetrek tour manager) & six 

Naturetrek clients. 

Summary 

An incredibly successful safari tour into Botswana’s Central Kalahari Game Reserve (CKGR). After spending our 

first night in Maun, at the wonderful Thamalakane River Lodge, we drove south to the Matswere Entrance Gate 

to enter CKGR and begin our safari with our passionate expert local guide. Leopard, Lion, Cheetah, African Wild 

Cat and African Wild Dogs were highlights seen in beautiful morning or evening light. 

 

Brilliant sightings from Passarge began on our first day’s safari with Bat-eared Fox, African Wild Cat, Cheetah, 

Southern Giraffe, Crimson-breasted Shrike, Pale Chanting Goshawk, Lappet-faced Vulture and Leopard Tortoise 

amongst frequent sightings of Springbok, Gemsbok, Kori Bustard and Northern Black Korhaan. 

 

Other highlights from Passarge included a pack of 13 African Wild Dogs, Black-backed Jackals, Steenbok, and 

Cape Ground Squirrels, African Fish Eagle, Red-backed and Lesser Grey Shrike, Chat Flycatcher, Kalahari Scrub 

Robin, Namaqua Doves and Scaly-feathered Finches. 

 

On Day 5 we left Passarge Valley to journey across to our second camp site, on the edge of Deception Valley. On 

the journey we saw the beautiful trio of Amur Falcon, Gabar Goshawk and Black-shouldered Kite. The drive also 

produced Crimson-breasted, Red-backed, Lesser Grey and Southern White-crowned Shrikes, as well as Swallow-

tailed and European Bee-eaters and Lilac-breasted Roller. An ‘island’ of Acacia produced Common Scimitarbill 

and a side-by-side pair of Chin-spot Batis 

 

From our camp in Deception Valley some of the varied highlights included two separate prides of Lion, Warthog, 

Blue Wildebeest, Red Hartebeest, Yellow Mongoose, Southern Scrub Hare, and more groups of Southern Giraffe. 

Bird highlights included Ostrich, Saddle-billed Stork, Secretary Bird, Spotted Eagle Owl and some of the specialist 

birds of this area such as Kalahari Scrub Robin, Desert Cisticola and Brown-crowned Chagra. 

 

An already highly successful tour was capped when in the last moments of the final afternoon, an absolutely 

stunning Leopard was seen on the road and began making its way towards, and past, the vehicle, stopping 

frequently in golden afternoon light which enabled fantastic photographs to be taken. 

 

Day 1 Tuesday 10th March 

Most of the group met together with Dan at London Heathrow before an overnight British Airways flight landing 

into Johannesburg at 0715hrs the following morning. 

Day 2 Wednesday 11th March 

A connecting Air Botswana flight touched down in Gaborone, Botswana’s capital, before landing in Maun at 

1500hrs. We were met on arrival by our Safari guide, Partner Kadisa, before making the short journey across to 

Thamalakane River Lodge for an overnight stay. The group enjoyed a sunset dinner together. 
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Day 3 Thursday 12th March 

Before breakfast, around the grounds of Thamalakane River Lodge the group recorded a nice mix of Lilac-breasted 

Roller, Fork-tailed Drongo, African Red-eyed Bulbul, Southern Red-billed Hornbill, Smith’s Bush Squirrel and 

Turner's Thick-toed Gecko. At 0900hrs the group left Thamalakane, undertook some necessary coronavirus 

administration at the airport, before carrying onwards for the exciting 229 mile journey to reach the entrance of 

the Central Kalahari Game Reserve. 

 

Our journey south quickly transitioned from suburban to rural. Bee-eaters were in surprisingly good numbers; 

Carmine were seen perched on the last of the telephone wires, Swallow-tailed and even European were still around 

and hunting over waist-high golden grasses beside what constituted the major part of the journey from Maun; a 

single-track sand road alongside the perimeter fence of CKGR named Phefodiahoka Road. Ground Agama lizards 

were sat up on every other fence post for a considerable stretch. 

 

We soon arrived at a characterful thatched building which is the Matswere Entrance Gate. After our paperwork 

check was complete, we were give permission to enter and we were now in the second largest game reserve in the 

world, some 9% of Botswana’s land mass! 

 

The group’s focus intensified, eyes fully embraced in scanning for animals. Before long a mammal was spotted; a 

Steenbock hidden in amongst some trackside vegetation, only initially being given away by the golden glow of its 

fur. 

 

The vistas began to open out and it wasn’t long before we spotted our first canine, a Black-backed Jackal which 

was also glowing beautifully in the late afternoon sun against white salt-enriched sand. 

 

As we approached Passarge Valley camp, we drove amongst a large herd of Springbok, a herd at least a couple of 

hundred strong and emitting their pseudo-alarm calls; a throaty grunting sound reminiscent of a small pig, while 

the setting sun created beautiful colours in the sky over-head. 

 

We arrived at our base camp at 1800hrs. Our khaki ‘Meru’ style tents had been set up in a crescent shape, with a 

central open-sided dining marquee, beneath the canopy of a magnificent Purple-pod Terminalia tree which 

harboured numerous weaver bird nests. We ate a tasty dinner and settled in for the night. 

Day 4 Friday 13th March 

We woke at 0500hrs and ate breakfast before heading out at the first hint of light, at 0530hrs, for our first day 

exploring the Kalahari Desert. Overnight there had been thunder but no rain at camp. 

 

As the light lifted, we could see nearby heavy-looking clouds and heavy rain showers followed. Before long Partner 

spotted a beautiful pair of Bat-eared Fox. Away to the left a herd of Springbok were pronking; dancing with joy at 

the rain which had just fallen. 
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Many herds of 20+ individual Springbok were seen throughout the morning and well as numerous Gemsbok herds 

of 6-20 individuals. One of the Gemsbok herds was joined by a single Red Hartebeest. Blue Wildebeest were also 

spotted readily and Black-backed Jackal were also seen with regularity. 

 

A Southern Yellow-billed Hornbill was seen raiding a weaver bird nest. As we were driving away, Partner spotted 

an African Wild Cat crossing the plain. The animal was seen by the group before it quickly headed away into denser 

vegetation. A beautiful female Leopard Tortoise had come out from a thicket of acacia to drink from tyre grooves 

in the road, which had now filled with water. 

 

Kori Bustard and Northern Black Korhaan were seen and would be seen frequently on each day of the tour. One 

of the iconic passerines of the tour, the beautiful Crimson-breasted Shrike, was seen moving through the lower 

branches of small acacia trees. 

 

As we headed back to camp for lunch, we saw a distant group of three Southern Giraffe feeding on a stand of tall 

acacia trees. From his lunchtime shower, Dan spotted a group of Southern Giraffe moving across the pan below 

the camp. 

 

In the afternoon, Partner took the group to the east side of Passarge Valley. A splendid Pale Chanting Goshawk 

was seen drinking from a water-filled tyre groove, along with Southern Masked Weavers, these birds presented 

wonderful photographic opportunities, their reflections showing on the water’s surface in beautiful afternoon light. 

 

African White-backed Vulture, Lappet-faced Vulture and a juvenile Bataleur had been drawn together to the 

ground by carrion and were seen by the group through the telescope. After seeing a Great-spotted Cuckoo and 

another female Leopard Tortoise, Partner found a beautiful female Cheetah which had successfully hunted a three 

month old Steenbok, and had dragged it into the shade of the only nearby Acacia. A rainbow appeared behind her 

and we headed back to camp after a highly successful first day. 

Day 5 Saturday 14th March 

Once again we woke at 0500hrs and ate breakfast before we set out just before sunrise, ready to explore Sunday 

Pan and its watering hole. 

 

The early morning sun brought many birds out to feed. Red-backed and Lesser Grey Shrike, Chat Flycatcher, 

Kalahari Scrub Robin, Namaqua Doves and Scaly-feathered Finches to name but a few. Cape Glossy and Violet-

backed Starlings impressed us tremendously with their iridescent feathers. 

 

Black-backed Jackal, Steenbok, and Cape Ground Squirrel were also out in the early morning sun. Partner stopped 

the vehicle to show us fresh Spotted Hyena tracks and explained how to identify them from the other large 

carnivores. A Slender Mongoose shot across the road in front of us. On our left a Shaft-tailed Whydah was showing 

well and shaking its tail feathers, which are some of the most uniquely shaped feathers in the world and their length 

are a complete mismatch for the small rounded body of a finch-sized passerine. 
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As we were admiring a large Brown Snake Eagle we were suddenly surrounded by thirteen African Wild Dogs! We 

enjoyed the company of the beautiful dogs for some time before the pack started moving collectively to our left 

and away from the vehicle. 

 

At coffee break, any little pieces of biscuit that were dropped were soon cleared up by grateful White-browed 

Sparrow Weavers. A juvenile Bushveld Lizard was spotted in nearby scrub, a tremendous mimic of an Anthia 

beetle. 

 

A Little Sparrowhawk and Greater Kestrel were seen before a really surprising species was spotted by Dan. An 

African Fish Eagle was seen perched in the trees surrounding a small natural watering hole. The heavy rains of 

yesterday must have drawn it in, in search of amphibians to feed upon. The group must surely have been amongst 

the very few people to ever see this species inside the Kalahari and in all the years Partner had guided in CKGR, 

he had never seen one here. 

 

Further excellent bird sightings continued with a group of ten Red-faced Mousebird, the eye-catching Violet-eared 

Waxbill and a Black-chested Prinia with its distinctive perky tail. Ten Helmeted Guineafowl were dust-bathing not 

far from the road, providing great video and photographic opportunities. The bird sightings were complemented 

nicely by an exceptionally handsome male Steenbock and two Bat-eared Foxes curled up beneath the shade of a 

nearby Acacia. We headed back to camp for lunch after an incredibly enjoyable and successful morning. 

 

As we ate lunch, a Kalahari Tree Skink with a beautiful strawberry-red head watched over us from high up on the 

thick trunk of the Terminalia tree. 

 

After a very busy couple of days the group appreciated time this afternoon to rest, read and refresh their 

photographic gear. Hackza, who was one of the camp’s assistants and had previously been a guide at one of the 

top lodges on the Okavango Delta, offered to take the group down onto the pan below, for those who were 

interested. This gave a chance to appreciate the details of the flowers, hear with more clarity the sounds, and gave 

a much better viewpoint to appreciate how dense and tall the grasses which surrounded the pan were, and how 

easily a predator could be concealed in here late in the evenings and at night. On the brown dusty earth ants were 

busy deconstructing a lizard skeleton to take back to their nest. Palm-sized Armoured Bush Crickets, populated 

bushes in their thousands. In this tiny area alone there were more than 20 different flowering plants from many 

families. Astonishingly, flowers were so numerous through the CKGR when we visited that one could easily have 

studied the flora alone. A large herd of Springbok were close by. We approached slowly and were able to get within 

20 metres of the group which continued to graze and browse upon the open field which was studded with yellow 

flowers, low lying bushes and the occasional small acacia tree. 

 

On the way back a Crimson-breasted Shrike was seen flying between low branches, and a very well camouflaged 

Ground Agama lizard was near to the path, under a bush which was concealing it from the many bird species here 

which would like to hunt it. There was a kaleidoscope of beautiful butterfly species flying between the tents back 

at camp. 

Day 6 Sunday 15th March 
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Today we left Passarge Valley camp to journey across to the famous Deception Valley. Today’s rising sun produced 

stunning colours in the whole of the huge sky which was synonymous with the vast open spaces of the desert and 

the group were soon amongst the familiar Gemsbok and Springbok herds. A Lanner Falcon was perched on an 

open branch and two pipits, African and Wood, were calling, along with a Rufous-naped Lark giving its ‘tseep-

tseeooo’ call. 

 

Four Black-backed Jackal were playing in the morning light when Partner spotted another African Wild Cat. This 

time the cat was completely obliging; the animal was completely content with our presence, and sat beside a small 

bush, very exposed and happily cleaning itself as if it was a domestic cat. 

 

Black-chested Snake Eagle, adult and juvenile Tawny Eagle, a fine Jacobin Cuckoo and displaying Kori Bustard 

were seen amongst the typical pan habitats, before we turned off the ‘main’ road onto a rarely used track 

surrounded by chest-high grasslands. This change in habitat produced a wonderful trio of Amur Falcon, Gabar 

Goshawk and Black-shouldered Kite. An enormous communal Nephila spider’s web, spanning three metres or 

more provided great photographic opportunities. Crimson-breasted, Red-backed, Lesser Grey and Southern 

White-crowned Shrike were greatly enjoyed. Bee-eaters and rollers were frequently seen throughout the journey, 

some with their bills stuffed full of grasshoppers. We entered Tau Pan and, after enjoying a large group of Blue 

Wildebeest with youngsters, we stopped for coffee. 

 

After coffee, the group continued on and entered a field full of yellow-flowering Hirpicium gorterioides, from the 

daisy family. Here there were also European Bee-eaters and the group disembarked the 4x4 to photograph this 

beautiful area from the flower’s level. 

 

Onwards to a place where extinct lakes had created picturesque islands of trees, one island in particular produced 

a wonderful set of passerines including a superb Common Scimitarbill, a side-by-side pair of Chinspot Batis and 

two busy Crimson-breasted Shrike 

 

Next, the group found Southern Giraffe, first distant heads on the horizon, then closer views of them feeding, one 

individual being a notably pale adult. 

 

Lunch today was taken on the journey, under the shade of a single Umbrella Thorn. Shortly after departing the 

lunch spot, the group were onto Secretary Bird, Temminck's Courser and Tawny Eagle. Many passerines were 

seen, including Violet-eared Waxbill and African Red-eyed Bulbul before the group arrived at the new camp site, 

in close proximity to the famous Deception Valley. The newly located tents were set in a small grove of trees. 

 

In the afternoon the group set out to explore Letiahou Valley, but it was a very hot and sunny afternoon and many 

of the animals had taken early shelter. Two further Lappet-faced Vultures were seen, one airborne and one 

grounded.  

 

Partner used his instincts and experience to find some pugmarks which led the group to a pride of eight Lion 

sheltering in some bushes on the edge of the valley. The group consisted of an elderly male, an alpha male, two 

adult lionesses, one younger male, and three cubs. The group spent the remainder of the afternoon in the company 

of the pride. On the way back to camp Southern Scrub Hare was seen beside the road, along with a Spotted Eagle-

owl. 
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The night sounded with the roaring of Lions and thunder. 

Day 7 Monday 16th March 

It was a cooler and overcast morning as the group left camp. The overnight roaring of the Lions drew the group 

onto the pan where they had seen the Lion pride the evening before. The young male Lion was feeding on the 

sinewy remains of an adult Gemsbok which the pride had successfully hunted overnight. The three beautiful cubs 

and a lioness were slowly walking away, all with waddling potbellies, full from the overnight feast. Several Black-

backed Jackals were lying down and were waiting patiently behind the feeding male Lion to make claim to whatever 

scraps were left. Before long, the lion got to his feet and walked slowly towards a nearby watering hole, his 

reflection on the water’s surface, providing excellent photographic opportunities. 

 

The group headed on in the direction of the watering hole at Sunday Pan, which had previously given us the great 

fortune of the African Wild Dog pack. Enjoyable bird sightings followed this morning. African Cuckoo, a Southern 

Yellow-billed Hornbill doing a mating call and dance, Burchell’s Sandgrouse, Desert Cisticola, Sabota and Fawn-

coloured Lark. The watering hole held probing pairs of Blacksmith Lapwing and Black-winged Stilt. 

 

Shaft-tailed Whydah were showing well, giving better views of their splendid plumage and wonderful black tail 

shaft feathers with expanded tips. A mighty fine Gabar Goshawk was perched roadside. A yellow Mongoose was 

seen roadside and we stopped to watch her foraging around Cape Ground Squirrel burrows before taking a nut to 

her offspring, which had popped up from the squirrel burrow. A pair of Red-headed Finch were also foraging for 

nuts and seeds in this same patch. 

 

Coffee was taken on a vehicle track lined closely with trees on either side. Here Baboon Spider, Black Mamba, 

Spotted Thick-knee and Kalahari Tent Tortoise were all seen. 

 

Blustery conditions that afternoon produced a charming group of 19 Ostrich, 13 females and six males, as well as 

the lovely looking Double-banded Courser with a chick, a good number of Crowned Lapwing and a distant group 

of five Bat-eared Foxes with one jackal. 

Day 8 Tuesday 17th March 

The group’s final full day in the Central Kalahari Game Reserve was all too quickly upon them. The morning was 

to be spent search the Letiahao Valley. A beautiful sunrise complete with a Gemsbok walking away from the 

vehicle into the direction of the sun provided a ‘typical’ Kalahari scene. Kori Bustards, more Gemsbok, Ostrich 

and a Steenbok were all seen but Partner was becoming aware that they were all very relaxed - too relaxed. Reading 

this behaviour, Partner decided to change the plans and we would instead go far over to the other side of Letiahou, 

back towards Deception Valley. En route, species seen were Marico Flycatcher, Kalahari Scrub Robin followed by 

a Saddle-billed Stork which was being reflected beautifully off the surface of the standing waters which were still 

present. 

 

Partner pulled the vehicle over to the side of the road and, from his driver’s seat, leant out of the door and peered 

down at some tracks in the sand; Lion paws. We followed them before Dan spotted the three handsome young 
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adult male Lions, sleeping together in the sun close to the road. The group spent the best part of 45 minutes with 

them, watching and photographing them. 

 

The group left to continue their search for other species. Birds of prey were being seen in good numbers this 

morning, including Gabar Goshawk, Great Kestrel and Pale Chanting Goshawk. Here the Pale Chanting Goshawk 

were bolder and notably more used to the occasional vehicle than those we had seen in Passarge. 

 

Eight Eland were on the edge of the pan hurdling bushes to get into the denser vegetation as the vehicle 

approached. A heavily pregnant Kalahari Tree Skink was seen basking on a large termite mound and a very obliging 

Temminck's Courser was happy to sit on the road beside the group vehicle. 

 

The weather was bright and sunny with a cloudless sky as three Southern Giraffe followed by a solitary male 

Southern Giraffe were seen with a pair of Amur Falcon nearby. A large group of Gemsbok was trying to conceal 

a healthy and large male Common Warthog - quite a surprise to see this species! 

 

A pair of Secretary Birds, two kite species; Black and Yellow-billed, were seen prior to a lone Red Hartebeest 

beneath a single Umbrella Thorn. Southern Masked Weavers and a Shaft-tailed Whydah were using the tyre troughs 

to drink and bathe. Lilac-breasted Roller and even more Swallow-tailed Bee-eaters were hunting and perching in 

the avenue of trees. 

 

A sow Common Warthog with three half-grown piglets were seen before some unsettled herds of Gemsbok and 

Springbok. Partner, noticing the nervous behaviour, was scanning every horizon with great intensity, willing any 

movement to be what he knew must be around, a large predator.  

 

Sure enough the group were, in their final few hours, treated to an impeccable Leopard who was calmly walking 

in the direction of the vehicle continuing through the grasses, draped in golden late-afternoon sunlight. What a 

final few moments of the final day for the group! 

Day 9 Wednesday 18th March 

It was sadly time for the group to leave CKGR after an incredibly successful tour of Botswana’s Kalahari Desert. 

After breakfast the group departed on the enjoyable 229-mile journey back to Maun. The group continued to have 

good species sightings, with White-crowned Shrike, a feeding Black-shouldered Kite, a raucous group of Red-faced 

Mousebird, Crimson-breasted Shrike, and a comical group of Helmeted Guineafowl running in front of the vehicle. 

A final Black-backed Jackal was seen beside the road and a group of four beautiful Bat-eared Foxes ran across the 

road not far from the vehicle. The paw prints of another pride of Lion were also seen. 

 

Outside the perimeter of the CKGR, a Long-tailed Paradise Whydah, Southern Grey-headed Sparrow, Red-eyed 

Dove and a nesting pair of African White-backed Vulture were seen. A Common Duiker was seen bounding in 

the vegetation next to the road, and fresh African Bush Elephant dung was observed on the road. A splendid trio 

of European Roller, Purple Roller and Little Bee-eater were seen before the final notable sighting; a Grey Loerie. 

 

The group arrived at Maun airport at midday for their connecting 1350hrs flight to Johannesburg before their 

onwards British Airways flight to London. 
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Day 10 Thursday 19th March 

The group arrived into London in the morning. 

 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  

Lion (Dan Lay) 

Cheetah (David Huntbatch) 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/


Tour Report  Botswana’s Kalahari Desert 

 

 

© Naturetrek     May 2019 1 
 

Species Lists 

Birds 

 

        March 2020 

  Common name Scientific name Trip 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

1 Saddle-billed Stork Ephippiorhynchus 
senegalensis 

✓           ✓   

2 Lappet-faced Vulture Torgos tracheliotus ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓       

3 African White-backed 
Vulture 

Gyps africanus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ 

4 African Fish Eagle Haliaeetus vocifer ✓     ✓         

5 Bateleur Terathopius ecaudatus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓         

6 Brown Snake Eagle Circaetus cinereus ✓     ✓     ✓   

7 Tawny Eagle Aquila rapax ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓       

8 Steppe Buzzard Buteo vulpinus ✓     ✓         

9 Black-shouldered Kite Elanus caeruleus ✓       ✓     ✓ 

10 Pale Chanting Goshawk Melierax canorus ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

11 Black Kite Milvus migrans ✓           ✓   

12 Yellow-billed Kite Milvus aegyptius ✓   ✓           

13 Gabar Goshawk Melierax gabar ✓       ✓ ✓ ✓   

14 Little Sparrowhawk Accipiter minullus ✓     ✓         

15 Lanner Falcon Falco biarmicus ✓       ✓       

16 Amur Falcon Falco amurensis ✓       ✓   ✓   

17 Greater Kestrel Falco rupicoloides ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

18 Red-billed Spurfowl Pternistes adspersus ✓ ✓             

19 Helmeted Guineafowl Numida meleagris ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

20 Ostrich Struthio camelus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

21 Secretary Bird Sagittarius serpentarius ✓       ✓ ✓ ✓   

22 Kori Bustard Ardeotis kori ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

23 Red-crested Korhaan Eupodotis ruficrista ✓       ✓ ✓ ✓   

24 Northern Black Korhaan Eupodotis afraoides ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

25 Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus ✓     ✓   ✓ ✓   

26 Crowned Lapwing Vanellus coronatus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

27 Blacksmith's Lapwing Vanellus armatus ✓         ✓ ✓   

28 Spotted Thick-knee Burhinus capensis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   

29 Double-banded Courser Rhinoptilus africanus ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   

30 Temminck's Courser Cursorius temminckii ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

31 Burchell's Sandgrouse Pterocles burchelli ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

32 African Mourning Dove  Streptopelia decipiens ✓ ✓             

33 Red-eyed Dove Streptopelia 
semitorquata 

✓             ✓ 

34 Namaqua Dove Oena capensis ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

35 Grey Lourie Corythaixoides concolor ✓             ✓ 

36 African Cuckoo Cuculus gularis ✓         ✓     

37 Jacobin Cuckoo Clamator jacobinus ✓       ✓       

38 Great-spotted Cuckoo Clamator glandarius ✓   ✓           

39 Spotted Eagle Owl Bubo africanus ✓       ✓       

40 Pearl-spotted Owlet Glaucidium perlatum ✓         ✓     

41 Red-faced Mousebird Colius indicus ✓     ✓       ✓ 

42 European Bee-eater Merops apiaster ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
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43 Southern Carmine Bee-
eater 

Merops nubicoides ✓ ✓             

44 Swallow-tailed Bee-eater Merops hirundineus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

45 Lilac-breasted Roller Coracias caudata ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

46 European Roller Coracias garrulus ✓             ✓ 

47 Purple Roller Coracias naevia ✓             ✓ 

48 African Grey Hornbill Tockus nasutus ✓       ✓       

49 Sthn Yellow-billed Hornbill Tockus leucomelas ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

50 Red-billed Hornbill Tockus erythrorhynchus ✓ ✓             

51 Scimitarbill Woodhoopoe Rhinopomastus 
cyanomelas 

✓       ✓       

52 Flappet Lark Mirafra rufocinnamomea ✓   ✓       ✓   

53 Sabota Lark Mirafra sabota ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓     

54 Fawn-coloured Lark Mirafra africanoides ✓     ✓   ✓ ✓   

55 Rufous-naped Lark Mirafra africana ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

56 Chestnut-backed Sparrow 
Lark 

Eremopterix leucotis ✓   ✓     ✓ ✓   

57 Grey-backed Sparrow Lark Eremopterix verticalis ✓   ✓     ✓ ✓   

58 Fork-tailed Drongo    Dicrurus adsimilis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

59 Black-headed Oriole Oriolus larvatus ✓         ✓ ✓   

60 Pied Crow Corvus albus ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

61 African Red-eyed Bulbul Pycnonotus nigricans ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

62 Capped Wheatear Oenanthe pileata ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

63 Ant-eating Chat Myrmecocichla 
formicivora 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

64 Kalahari Scrub Robin  Cercotrichas paena ✓     ✓   ✓ ✓   

65 Chestnut-vented 
Titbabbler 

Parisoma subcaeruleum ✓       ✓       

66 Desert Cisticola Cisticola aridula ✓       ✓ ✓     

67 Black-chested Prinia Prinia flavicans ✓     ✓ ✓       

68 Chat Flycatcher Bradornis infuscatus ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓       

69 Marico Flycatcher Bradornis mariquensis ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

70 Chin-spot Batis Batis molitor ✓       ✓       

71 Wood Pipit Anthus nyassae ✓       ✓       

72 African Pipit Anthus cinnamomeus ✓       ✓       

73 Crimson-breasted Shrike Laniarius atrococcineus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

74 Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

75 Lesser Grey Shrike Lanius minor ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

76 Brown-crowned Tchagra Tchagra australis ✓     ✓         

77 Sthn White-crowned 
Shrike 

Eurocephalus 
anguitimens 

✓       ✓     ✓ 

78 Cape Starling Lamprotornis nitens ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

79 Violet-backed Starling Cinnyricinclus 
leucogaster 

✓     ✓         

80 Burchell's Starling Lamprotornis australis ✓ ✓             

81 Wattled Starling Creatophora cinerea ✓     ✓   ✓     

82 Sthn Grey-headed 
Sparrow  

Passer diffusus ✓             ✓ 

83 White-browed Sparrow 
Weaver 

Plocepasser mahali ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

84 Masked Weaver Ploceus velatus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

85 Shaft-tailed Whydah Vidua regia ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

86 Paradise Whydah Vidua paradisaea ✓             ✓ 

87 Violet-eared Waxbill Uraeginthus granatinus ✓       ✓       

88 Red-headed Finch Amadina erythrocephala ✓         ✓     
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89 Scaly-feathered Finch Sporopipes squamifrons ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

90 Yellow Canary Serinus flaviventris ✓ ✓             

91 Orange River Francolin Scleroptila gutturalis ✓     ✓         

92 House Sparrow (i) Passer domesticus ✓               

 

Mammals 

 

        March 2020 

  Common name Scientific name Trip 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

1 Common Warthog  Phacochoerus 
aethiopicus 

✓           ✓   

2 Southern Giraffe Giraffa camelopardalis ✓   ✓   ✓   ✓   

3 Common Duiker Sylvicapra grimmia ✓             ✓ 

4 Steenbok Raphicerus campestris ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

5 Springbok Antidorcas marsupialis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

6 Gemsbok (Southern Oryx) Oryx gazella ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

7 Blue Wildebeest Connochaetes taurinus  ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

8 Red Hartebeest Alcelaphus buselaphus 
caama 

✓   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   

9 Cape Ground Squirrel  Xerus inauris ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

10 Smith's Bush Squirrel Paraxerus cepapi ✓ ✓             

11 Southern Scrub Hare Lepus saxatilis ✓     ✓ ✓   ✓   

12 Black-backed Jackal Canis mesomelas ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

13 African Wild (Hunting) Dog Lycaon pictus ✓     ✓         

14 Slender Mongoose  Herpestes sanguineus ✓     ✓         

15 Lion  Panthera leo ✓       ✓ ✓ ✓   

16 Leopard   Panthera pardus ✓           ✓   

17 Cheetah Acinonyx jubatus ✓   ✓           

18 African Wildcat Felis lybica ✓   ✓   ✓       

19 Bat-eared Fox Otocyon megalotis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   

20 Common Eland Taurotragus oryx ✓           ✓   

21 Mouse sp. Muridae ✓   ✓           

22 Yellow Mongoose Cynictis penicillata ✓         ✓     

 

Reptiles 

1 Black Mamba Dendroaspis polylepis ✓         ✓     

2 Kalahari Tree Skink Trachylepis spilogaster ✓   ✓           

3 Bushveld Lizard Heliobolus lugubris ✓     ✓ ✓       

4 Ground Agama Agama aculeata ✓ ✓ ✓           

5 Turner's Thick-toed Gecko Chondrodactylus turneri  ✓ ✓             

6 Leopard Tortoise Stigmochelys pardalis ✓   ✓           

7 Kalahari Tent Tortoise Psammobates oculifer ✓         ✓     

 

 

 


