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Introduction

This is a report on the Naturetrek tour to Western Canada from the 1st - 14th September 2006. The report
summarises the daily events and includes lists of the birds and mammals recorded.

Day 1 Friday 1st September

After a long flight from the UK Air Canada AC853 touched down at a warm and sunny Vancouver Airport
pretty much on time. After negotiating the formalities of passport control the group assembled, found our local
guides Chris and Ken, and drove into the city to our first hotel, the Granville Island Hotel, located within the
vibrant little community of Granville Island. The group then split for a short wander along the waterfront before
assembling once more for dinner.

Day 2 Saturday 2nd September

Our first full day in Canada dawned and after breakfast we left the hotel to drive through the city, over the
impressive Lion's Gate Bridge and around the North Shore to Horseshoe Bay, the departure point for our ferry
to Vancouver Island. It was a beautiful sunny day, with light winds over the land but a stiff breeze over the
water. As we waited for the ferry we wandered along the harbour edge spotting our first Canadian birds as we
went including the ubiquitous Glaucous-winged Gulls and North-western Crows, plus a colony of Great Blue
Herons and a couple of fly-over Steller's Jays.

The crossing to Nanaimo was very pleasant and introduced the group to the beautiful scenery that abounds in
the Pacific Northwest, as well as a bit of the local wildlife such as Harbour Seals, Pigeon Guillemot, Pelagic
Cormorant and a flock of Black Oystercatchers as we nearer Vancouver Island. It was around 1130 hours when
we arrived at Nanaimo from where we headed north on the first part of the drive to Tofino and the Pacific Rim
National Park. The sunny weather had brought out the raptors and we spotted half a dozen or so Turkey
Vultures rocking their way south, a lone Coopers Hawk and a Merlin harassing an unfortunate flock of Starlings.



Canada: The West Tour Report

2 © Naturetrek January 07

At Parksville we turned west into the mountainous centre of the island, before stopping for our first taste of
Chris' excellent picnic lunches at Little Qualicum Falls Regional Park. After strolled around the falls for an hour
where birdlife was somewhat elusive we drove the 10 minutes or so to the magnificent ancient forests of
Cathedral Grove. Here we donned our tourist hats for a while to have a look at this wonderful tract of towering
trees, plus a couple of very obliging American Toads and a beautiful American Robin. It's a bit of a shame that
the place has become so popular with the tourist crowds, but it’s a spot than can't be missed; the huge Douglas
Firs are breathtaking!

We left the Grove at around 3.30pm and bar the odd brief leg stretching stop completed the beautiful drive to
the Pacific Rim National Park, arriving around 2 hours later. The west coast of Vancouver Island is soaked by
over 3 metres of rain per year, but we were lucky, the sun was out, the weather warm and, fingers crossed, it was
set to last. Whilst this spell of warm, sunny weather was just perfect for a visiting group of Naturetrekers, it was
not so good for the communities of the Pacific Rim that had endured an unusually long drought over the
preceding weeks. This had led to the sudden and unprecedented closure of all of Tofino's hotels, restaurants etc
the day before which had caused those of us organising this tour a few sleepless nights. Fortunately, we were the
fortunate ones for Chris had managed to find us rooms at the neighbouring town of Ucluelet at a very pleasant
motel; the alternative would have been Port Alberni, two hours drive away!!

After checking in we drove the short distance down to Amphitrite Point, a rocky headland at the southern tip of
the National Park, a great place for some fantastic west coast scenery and often a good place for wildlife. Both
the scenery and wildlife failed to disappoint, the weather was beautiful and along with views of Cedar Waxwing,
Pigeon Guillemot, Common Guillemot and Double-crested Cormorant we even managed to spot a Humpback
Whale offshore which surfaced several times, fluked and even breached for a couple of lucky souls looking in the
right direction at the right time. A fantastic start to our time in the Pacific Rim.

Day 3 Sunday 3rd September

A beautiful morning dawned over the Pacific Northwest, sunny clear with light winds. Some of us ventured back
down to Amphitrite Point before breakfast and were rewarded with 2 Bald Eagles sitting atop a conifer, Black
Oystercatcher and an attractive Fox Sparrow. We could, however, also see a bank of fog just off shore which,
over the next couple of hours, swept in and clung along the coast for much of the day. Fortunately, the fog was
patchy and apart from blanking out our view of Florencia Bay, it did not affect our enjoyment of another great
day.

At Coomber's Beach, half way along the 11kilometre expanse of Long Beach we strolled down to the sea and
enjoyed the wonderful view along the miles of golden sands backed by temperate rain forest and pounded by the
waves of the North Pacific Ocean. Just offshore several rocky islets held groups of lounging Steller's Sea-Lions,
whilst the flocks of loafing gulls on the beach tested our gull ID skills to the full. Following a picnic lunch close
to Wickanninish, we drove to Tofino for our scheduled low tide Black Bear watch which departed at 2.30pm.
After fitting into our huge luminous orange floatation/romper suits, we spent the next couple of hours in a
zodiac zoomed in and out of the numerous bays and inlets around the Meare's Island looking for bears and other
wildlife. The highlight was without doubt amazingly close views of a Black Bear feeding along the shoreline
within a couple of metres of the zodiac; if it had been any closer it would have been in the boat with us! A close



Canada: The West Tour Report

© Naturetrek January 07 3

second to this, however, must have been the adult Bald Eagle perched on a post in full sunlight again a mere few
metres from the zodiac.

We returned to Tofino around 4.45pm and after a warming cup of coffee, and a brief visit to Radar Hill to enjoy
the view, we returned to Ucluelet and had dinner at the Wickanninish Centre.

Day 4 Monday 4th September

This morning we awoke to mist and murk, the fog had rolled back in. The whale watch was postponed until
1030 hours so we walked the Wild Pacific Trail for an hour or so enjoying wonderfully atmospheric views along
the rocky coastline, although not a lot of birds. The fog slowly began clearing around mid-morning and our
whale watching boat left Ucluelet shortly after 1030 hours and motored out into the region of the Pacific Rim
known as the 'Broken Island Group'. As it happened the hoped for Grey Whales that spend the summer off of
Vancouver Island played hard to get this morning, but we did come across two Humpback Whales, a mother a
calf, which put on a wonderful show lunge feeding and fluking before us. Both Steller's and Californian Sea-
Lions were also seen well, along with numerous birds including Pigeon Guillemot, Common Guillemot (Murre),
Marbled Murrelet, Red-necked Grebe, Great Northern Diver (Common Loon) and Bald Eagle. We also had a
total of 5 Black Bears along the coastline!

We returned to Ucluelet around 1330 hours and after lunch back at the motel we drove to the Schooner Trail
near Tofino for a wonderful walk through the towering Red Cedars, Hemlocks and Sitka Spruce of the
temperate rainforests. The trail leads down to the equally beautiful Schooner Beach at the northern End of Long
beach where the sun was shining and an Osprey flew over carrying a fish. A large flock of Sanderling and Semi-
palmated Plovers scuttled over the sand whilst on the sea we had great views of a Great-northern Diver
(Common Loon) and Slavonian (Horned) Grebe. After a brief stop at Grice Bay we headed back to Ucluelet and
had dinner on the Canadian Princess, an old ship that's now a very nice restaurant.

Day 5 Tuesday 5th September

We had our longest drive of the holiday ahead of us today so with sadness we left the Pacific Rim and headed
east once more on the first part of our journey to Port McNeil on the northern tip of Vancouver Island.
Stopping for breakfast in Port Alberni (one of many 'Salmon Capital of the World' that dot this part of Western
Canada!) we crossed the mountains once more and then headed north along the coast for lunch at Miracle Beach
Provincial Park. Along with another of Chris and Ken's excellent picnic lunches we picked up a few interesting
birds including Red-breasted Sapsucker, Western Wood Peewee and Hermit Thrush, although the hoped for
Pileated Woodpecker called several times but remained elusive. Further north still we stopped briefly at Oyster
Bay for close views of Western and Least Sandpipers, Belted Kingfisher and waterbirds including breeding
plumage Great Northern Divers, Slavonian Grebe and Surf Scoter. Hundreds of Bonaparte's Gulls were also
moving south along the shoreline this afternoon, a precursor to the huge numbers of seabirds and seaducks that
migrate down this coast in late September and especially October.

The final leg of our journey took us inland through the mountains and alongside Nimpkish Lake before we
finally arrived at Port McNeil late in the afternoon. After checking into Black Bear Lodge we popped across the
road to a small café/restaurant for dinner.
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Day 6 Wednesday 6th September

This morning saw us back on the water once again for a whale watching trip along Johnstone Strait. It was
another beautiful day with light winds and glass like water. Our boat departed Telegraph Cove at 0900 hours and
it wasn't long before we spotted our first group of Orcas. Over the next few hours we enjoyed great views of
around 20 Orcas which were identified as A30 pod, plus part of G Clan (probably the I's). The guides also
lowered hydrophones into the water so we could listen to the whales melody of clicks and squeals, a repertoire
that is unique to a particular clan of animals. In addition to the Orcas we enjoyed a wealth of other wildlife.
Additional cetaceans included great views of a pod of Dall's Porpoise, and two Humpback Whales in Blackfish
Sound. Birds were also abundant and included numerous Rhinoceros Auklets feeding in the tidal rips, plus Red-
necked Phalaropes, Pigeon Guillemots, White-winged Scoter and Bald Eagle.

We arrived back at Telegraph Cove around 1300 hours and spent an hour or so wandering around this attractive
little community, looking at the whale museum and having lunch. Around 1400 hours we left and drove to the
small Cluxewe Estuary where we walked the spit looking for birds and enjoying the warm sunshine and
wonderful views. There were numerous birds offshore including a group of Harlequin Ducks, lots of Surf Scoter,
Pigeon Guillemots and Red-necked Grebes whilst along the shoreline we found our first Black Turnstones of the
holiday.

We rounded the day off back at Telegraph Cover where we had dinner overlooking the cove and several of the
group were lucky enough to see an American Mink running along the shoreline.

Day 7 Thursday 7th September

Yet another beautiful day dawned, we had been so lucky with the weather and could only hope it would continue
for our time at Great Bear Lodge. That was tomorrow, however, today was free to enjoy the wildlife and scenery
around Port McNeil. We decided to take the ferry to two nearby Islands, Cormorant and Malcolm Islands. Our
first stop was Alert Bay on Cormorant Island an interesting First Nations community where we visited the tallest
totem pole in the world, plus the nearby cultural centre, and walked around a flooded forest finding a mixed
flock of migrants en-route which included Townsend's Warbler, Yellow Warbler and Hutton's Vireo. The
harbour by the cultural centre also held a surprisingly large flock of roosting Black Turnstone which must have
numbered over 50 or more birds!

Shortly after midday we took a ferry to Malcolm Island and drove the short distance to the rubbing beach at
Bere Point Provincial Park. There we no Orcas on show this afternoon, but it was a beautiful spot nonetheless,
the water was glassy calm, the sun was out and hundreds of birds had gathered offshore presumably to feed on a
shoal of fish that had ventured into the bay. We walked a short distance to an observation platform for lunch
and, whilst tucking into another of Chris' picnics, watched flocks of Common Guillemots, lots of divers
including several superb Pacific Loons in full breeding plumage, Harlequin Duck, Pigeon Guillemot, Surf Scoter
and Red-necked Grebe. A short distance further along the track we found another point to access the beach and
enjoyed yet more waterbirds plus a pod of Harbour Porpoise.

We returned to Port McNeil by ferry around 5.30pm. The crossing once again produced a variety of birds plus
another pod of Harbour Porpoise. Indeed all three ferry trips of the day had yielded a lot of seabirds especially
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Rhinoceros Auklets, guillemots, divers and Red-necked Grebes. We also had an impressive tally of 6 Black Bears
walking along the shoreline including a mother with two small cubs.

In the evening we drove back to Telegraph Cove for another excellent dinner. We were expecting the return to
be an uneventful as the previous evening, but one of the vehicles was in for a shock! It was now dark. Shortly
after starting back to Port McNeil we spotted a Mule Deer on the side of the road and thought that a good
sighting. A little further along a doe Roosevelt Elk bounded across the road and then up a grassy slope, a first for
Naturetrek and a difficult to see species on Vancouver Island. This was turning into an excellent little night drive
and so we joked about how great it would be to see a Cougar, knowing as we uttered the line that there was no
hope of this wish coming true. It couldn't have been more than a couple of minutes later, however, than we
spotted a pair of eyes in the headlights hit the breaks and found ourselves looking at the incredible sight of a
Cougar sitting on the side of the road against the trees. It all happened very quickly and not all of us managed to
get good looks at the animal as it was quite a way down the road, but this was unmistakably a big cat! It remained
in view for less than 15 seconds before slinking down into a ditch and out of sight. Nothing more was seen apart
from a very brief glimpse of a pair of eyes in the headlights, but it left behind a minibus-full of very excited
people. Sadly, the car which Ken was driving were ahead and missed the excitement, in fact it took quite a while
to convince them over the radios that we were not winding them up. We later found out that the chap who runs
Great Bear Lodge had only seen a Cougar 3 or 4 times in over 20 years of living and working in these
forests……we had been incredibly lucky !!

Day 8 Friday 8th September

Today was the day we were to leave civilisation and head into the Great Bear Rainforest for our nights at Great
Bear Lodge. Our boat was due to leave Port Hardy at lunchtime so we had a few hours to spare. Before leaving
Port McNeil we spent 30 minutes or so down at the estuary and had a wonderful encounter with a family of
River Otters fishing and diving offshore and then climbing up to play on a line of floating huts and mooring
pontoons. Following a close encounter with a logging truck and a quick visit to the largest tree burr in the world,
we drove the 45 minutes to Port Hardy and had lunch at the Quatse River Estuary. It was low tide here and
numerous Bald Eagles dotted the saltmarsh. A Black Bear wandered out of the treeline as we were walking along
the path but quickly disappeared once it caught sight of us.

Our 'water taxi' to Great Bear Lodge left Port Hardy at midday and we headed out on the three and a half hour
crossing to the lodge. It was difficult to birdwatch from the fast moving boat so we settled back to enjoy the
scenery. It was a little choppy around Cape Caution but things smoothed down once more once we found
shelter from the numerous islands that dot the coastline here and then started to head up the inlet. At the mouth
of the inlet we were treated to a wonderful display of lunge feeding by two Humpback Whales, followed by ever
more dramatic scenery as we continued our journey into the Great Bear Rainforest and neared the lodge.

We finally arrived at Great Bear around 1530 hours where we were greeted by the owners Tom and Margaret
and the bear guide Tim. After an orientation, a talk on the dos and don'ts in bear country (and dinner) we
hopped into the yellow school bus, a vehicle we were to become very familiar with over the next few days.
Around 30 minutes later we pulled up at the second of the bear hides which overlooks the confluence of two
fast flowing shallow rivers. Here we remained for the next two hours and enjoyed the breathtaking sight of 3
Grizzly Bears (a mother with two cubs) catching Salmon. American Dipper, Steller's Jay and Bald Eagles
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provided an interesting supporting cast but the bears stole the show; indeed this evening's session was one of the
best of our stay.

Day 9 Saturday 9th September

Our run of good weather had to come to an end at some point and we awoke to cloudy skies and showers. Still,
it was a wonderfully peaceful spot with only the calls of birds and lapping of water against the lodge to break the
silence. Breakfast followed at 0700 hours and half an hour later we left, with Tom, for a morning session at bear
hide number two (the same as yesterday evening). After a quiet start there was plenty of bear activity to enjoy.
We saw a total of 6 individuals including a female with 2 second year cubs and a female with a cub of year. We
remained in the hide until 1100 hours then returned to the lodge for lunch.

In the afternoon Tim and Tom took us on a boat trip around the estuary. It was an exceptionally high tide which
allowed us to get a long way up the river. With the engine turned off it was wonderfully peaceful, just the
honking of genuine Canada Geese and the shrill calls of Bald Eagles, no cars no machinery indeed no human-
made sounds at all. We watched huge Coho Salmon silently drifting under our boats as they moved upstream
and also had great views of an American Kestrel perched on a tree top in the estuary.

Returning to the lodge around 1630 hours we had an early dinner, plus lots more chocolate cookies, and then
headed off once more to the bear hides. We came across two bears on the way to the hide, but activity from the
hide itself was a little slower than this morning with only a lone female passing through on several occasions and
the female with two cubs returning to fish at dusk. There was still plenty to entertain us, however, including
fighting and spawning Chum Salmon, Spotted Sandpiper and American Dipper feeding on salmon eggs. The
river levels were still pretty low due to the aforementioned lack of rain over the summer and Tom would expect
there to have been more bears around by early-September. By the time we had left just after dark it was raining
and we headed back to the lodge contented after another great day and looking forward to more bears, eagles
and salmon tomorrow.

Day 10 Sunday 10th September

It was still raining when we left the lodge this morning for our first bear viewing session, but it was somewhat
fitting to be exploring the Great Bear Rainforest in the rain….it added to the atmosphere! The drive to the hide
produced one bear fishing in the river and great views of a Varied Thrush hopping around on the track. At the
hide we saw the mother Grizzly with cub of year again and watched the river level slowly rise as the rain pelted
down outside. A Douglas Squirrel also put on a good show and the resident American Dipper spent much of
the time continuing to feed on salmon eggs.

We returned to the lodge for lunch and then embarked on the afternoon 'mystery activity' which turned out to
be a very interesting bear-tracking drive with Tim where we were shown bear wallows, rub trees and tracks plus a
bedraggled looking Ruffed Grouse. We also spent 30 minutes in the first bear hide where we had great views of
spawning Chum Salmon and several Bald Eagles. Back at the lodge we tucked into another delicious meal before
hopping into our trusty bus once more for the second bear viewing session of the day. An hour in the first hide
yielded one bear and more great views of Bald Eagles. We then headed to the second hide for the remaining
hours of daylight. Half way along the track we were treated to an amazingly close encounter with a bear, which
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stopped when we stopped, sized us up and then nonchalantly strolled past the bus to within a couple of metres.
Unfortunately it got dark pretty quickly this evening and so not a lot was seen from the second hide. We
therefore retreated early and was back to the lodge by 9.00pm.

Day 11 Monday 11th September

The sun appeared once more this morning, our final morning at Great Bear Lodge. We were now very used to
the early hours routine and were on the road by 0730 hours. We spent our time this morning at the first bear
hide. The rain had certainly nudged the fish into action and it was noticeable how many more were in the
spawning channels. The deeper water had made life a little more difficult for the bears, however, and they proved
a little hard to find. One bear wandered away shortly after we arrived and since it became a little quite after this
Tom and Tim took us out on the river in a couple of rowing boats. This was a very pleasant way to spend our
final bear-viewing session watching numerous salmon gliding silently under the boats and the many Bald Eagles
that frequently flew over or sat in riverside trees. Our first bear of the morning also wandered back into view
and we watched him fishing upstream whilst sharing the river with him several hundred metres or so away.

We were due to fly out on two float planes at around 1500 hours so after dinner Tim did a very interesting talk
on skulls. Unfortunately the rain set in again around 3pm but that didn't stop our two float planes and they
arrived around forty five minutes later. The first of the two took off and made the short, but very spectacular, 35
minute flight without incident. The second of the two was slightly slower, however, and was unable to get into
Port Hardy before the fog came down. After circling for a while we landed at Shelter Bay between a group of
islands out in the strait and waited…..and waited. A few Harlequin Ducks and plans for a night at a fish farm
kept us entertained, but after a second abortive attempt at getting into Port Hardy a water taxi was sent out to
collect us. The 35 minute journey had taken us 3 hours, but we were all in very good spirits and had many stories
to tell when we joined the rest of the group for dinner.

Day 12 Tuesday 12th September

We were unfortunately back in civilisation again, although it was great to see Chris and Ken once more (they
were unable to join us at Great Bear Lodge). We had another long travel day ahead of us, however, so we left
Port Hardy fairly early and headed south once more, past Nimpkish Lake, through the mountains, past Campbell
River and Courtney etc to reach Nanaimo for lunch. We had chosen Buttertubs Marsh as our lunch spot, a
series of freshwater ponds surrounded by reedbeds on the edge of Nanaimo. This is a great area for birds and in
the hour or so we were there we clocked up a wide variety of species including plenty of Wood Ducks, Pied-
billed Grebe and American Coots, plus Red-winged Blackbird, Ring-necked Duck, American Wigeon and
Hooded Merganser.

All to quickly it was time to leave to catch the ferry back to Vancouver. The sun had come our again by now and
the ferry crossing was very pleasant indeed with spectacular views of the Cascade and Coast Range mountains,
plus the snow-capped volcanic peak of Mount Baker away in the distance in Washington State. On arrival at
Horseshoe Bay we headed back to Vancouver, but with a few minutes to spare we made a detour to Stanley Park
for its resident Racoons and a few birds on Lost Lagoon. We had come full circle and returned once more to the
Granville Island Hotel for our final night in Canada.
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Day 13 & 14 Wednesday 13th & Friday 14th September

Our final day in Canada dawned and the group opted to join the tour leaders for a day of birdwatching around
the Lower Mainland and Frasier River Delta. We started by driving the hour to the Reifel Bird Reserve located at
the mouth of the Frasier River. This is one of British Columbia's very best birdwatching localities and attracts
thousands of migrants birds and wintering ducks and waders. We spend a couple of hours wandering around the
network of trails that criss-cross the reserve before returning to the visitor centre for lunch. It was high tide so a
variety of waders were roosting or feeding on the scrapes including Long-billed and Short-billed Dowitchers,
Western and Least Sandpipers and Greater Yellowlegs. Northern Harriers quartered the extensive reedbeds,
whilst in the more wooded areas we found White-crowned Sparrow, Brown Creeper, Yellow-rumped Warbler
and plenty of Black-capped Chickadees; a common bird around Vancouver but one that is absent from
Vancouver Island. We also had great views of a party of Sandhill Cranes which flew gracefully past and landed
on the scrapes for a while.

Following lunch we headed further south and spent our last remaining hours at Boundary Bay. En route we
stopped at the ferry Terminal at Twassassen for Western Grebe, Caspian Tern and plenty of our other
waterbirds. Boundary Bay itself was carpeted in thousands of American Wigeons, Teal and Mallard, an
impressive precursor to the hundreds of thousands that spend the winter here. A neighbouring patch of
grassland and scrub also held our only Spotted Towhees and Golden-crowned Sparrow of the tour, plus nice
views of a perched Coopers Hawk.

Sadly, however, our time had ran out and so made our way back to Vancouver Airport. Here we bid farewell to
Chris, Ken and John and Eileen (who were heading off across Canada by train), checked in and awaited the
departure of our overnight Air Canada flight home.
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Species lists

Birds

September 2006

Common name Scientific name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

1 Red-throated Loon Gavia stellata 1
2 Pacific Loon Gavia pacifica 1 20+

3 Common Loon (G N Diver) Gavia immer 5 15+ 30 30+ 1 10
4 Pied-billed Grebe Podilymbus podiceps 5 5

5 Horned (Slavonian) Grebe Podiceps auritus 1 20 4
6 Red-necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena 6 4 30+ 15

7 Western Grebe Aechmophorus occidentalis 13
8 Cormorant sp Phalacrocorax sp P P P P P P P P P

9 Double-crested Cormorant Phalacrocorax auritus 2 P P P P P
10 Brandt's Cormorant Phalacrocorax penicillatus P P

11 Pelagic Cormorant Phalacrocorax pelagicus 1 2 3 P P
12 Great Blue Heron Ardea herodias 5+ 20+ P P 1 2 P P P P P 100+

13 Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura 6 4 2 40+
14 Canada Goose Branta canadensis P P P P P 30+ 10 P P P

15 Mute Swan Cygnus olor P
16 Wood Duck Aix sponsa P P

17 Gadwall Anas strepera 15+
18 American Wigeon Anas americana 1 1 1000s

19 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos P P P 2 100s
20 Northern Shoveler Anas clypeata 6+ 50+

21 Northern Pintail Anas acuta 1 20+ P 100s
22 Green-winged Teal Anas crecca 10 P 2 4 1000s

23 Ring-necked Duck Aythya collaris 2
24 Harlequin Duck Histrionicus histrionicus 3 6 15 20+ 10+

25 Surf Scoter Melanitta perspicillata 100+ 100+ P P P
26 White-winged Scoter Melanitta fusca 10 20+ P

27 Goldeneye sp Bucephala sp 1
28 Hooded Merganser Lophodytes cucullatus 15+ 10 3
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September 2006

Common name Scientific name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
29 Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator 2

30 Common Merganser (Goosander) Mergus merganser 10+ 4 10 20+ 6
31 Osprey Pandion haliaetus 1 2

32 Bald Eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus 4 4 3 10+ 1 30+ 10 20+ 10
33 Northern (Hen) Harrier Circus cyaneus 4

34 Cooper's Hawk Accipiter cooperii 1 1 1
35 Red-tailed Hawk Buteo jamaicensis 1

36 American Kestrel Falco sparverius 1
37 Merlin Falco columbarius 1 1 1

38 Ruffed Grouse Bonasa umbellus 1 1
39 American Coot Fulica americana 4 2

40 Sandhill Crane Grus canadensis 7
41 Black-bellied Plover Pluvialis squatarola P 30+

42 Semipalmated Plover Charadrius semipalmatus 20+ P
43 Killdeer Charadrius vociferus 10+ 1 10+

44 Black Oystercatcher Haematopus bachmani 10 6 10+ 3
45 Greater Yellowlegs Tringa melanoleuca H 1 10

46 Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularia 2 2 2
47 Black Turnstone Arenaria melanocephala 3 2 50+

48 Sanderling Calidris alba 100+ 50+
49 Western Sandpiper Calidris mauri 100+ 50+ P P 100+

50 Least Sandpiper Calidris minutilla 20+ 10+
51 Pectoral Sandpiper Calidris melanotos 1

52 Dowitcher sp. Limnodromus sp 1 100+
53 Short-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus griseus P

54 Long-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus scolopaceus P
55 Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus 100+

56 Bonaparte's Gull Larus philadelphia 100s P P
57 Heermann's Gull Larus heermanni 1

58 Mew (Common) Gull Larus canus 10+ P P P P P P P
59 Ring-billed Gull Larus delawarensis 2 1 P

60 California Gull Larus californicus P P P P P P P P P P P P
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September 2006

Common name Scientific name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
61 Herring Gull Larus argentatus P P P

62 Glaucous-winged Gull Larus glaucescens P P P P P P P P P P P P P
63 Caspian Tern Sterna caspia 1 4

64 Common Murre (Guillemot) Uria aalge 6 5 50+ 30 100s P
65 Pigeon Guillemot Cepphus columba 5 3 20+ P 100+ 100+ P

66 Marbled Murrelet Brachyramphus marmoratus 1 1 1 1
67 Rhinoceros Auklet Cerorhinca monocerata 100+ 100+ P

68 Feral Pigeon Columba livia P P P P P P P P P P
69 Band-tailed Pigeon Columba fasciata 1

70 Mourning Dove Zenaida macroura 1
71 Pygmy Owl Glaucidium californicum H

72 Belted Kingfisher Ceryle alcyon 3 5 3 P P P P P P P P
73 Red-breasted Sapsucker Sphyrapicus ruber 1 H

74 Northern Flicker Colaptes auratus 1 1
75 Pileated Woodpecker Dryocopus pileatus H H

76 Western Wood-Pewee Contopus sordidulus 2
77 Hutton's Vireo Vireo huttoni 1 2

78 Steller's Jay Cyanocitta stelleri 6 P P P P P P P P P P
79 Northwestern Crow Corvus caurinus P P P P P P P P P P P P

80 Common Raven Corvus corax P 2 3 P P P P P P P P P P
81 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica P P P 1 P P P P P P

82 Black-capped Chickadee Poecile atricapillus H P
83 Chestnut-backed Chickadee Poecile rufescens 10+ P P P H P P P H P P

84 Brown Creeper Certhia americana 1
85 Bewick's Wren Thryomanes bewickii 1

86 Winter Wren Troglodytes troglodytes H 1 P H H
87 American Dipper Cinclus mexicanus 1 3 2 2

88 Golden-crowned Kinglet Regulus satrapa H P P P P P H H H P
89 Hermit Thrush Catharus guttatus 1 1

90 American Robin Turdus migratorius 5+ 10+ P P P P P P P P
91 Varied Thrush Ixoreus naevius 2

92 European Starling Sturnus vulgaris P P P P P P P P P P
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September 2006

Common name Scientific name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
93 Cedar Waxwing Bombycilla cedrorum 2+ 10 20+ 10 2

94 Orange-crowned Warbler Vermivora celata 1
95 Yellow Warbler Dendroica petechia 5+ 1

96 Yellow-rumped Warbler Dendroica coronata 1
97 Townsend's Warbler Dendroica townsendi 5+ 2

98 Spotted Towhee Pipilo maculatus 3
99 Fox Sparrow Passerella iliaca 5

100 Song Sparrow Melospiza melodia 1 5 1 P P P P
101 White-crowned Sparrow Zonotrichia leucophrys 2

102 Golden-crowned Sparrow Zonotrichia atricapilla 1
103 Dark-eyed Junco Junco hyemalis H

104 Red-winged Blackbird Agelaius phoeniceus P 50+
105 House Finch Carpodacus mexicanus P

106 Red Crossbill Loxia curvirostra H 100+ H
107 American Goldfinch Carduelis tristis 2

108 House Sparrow Passer domesticus P P P P P P P P P P

P = present (number not noted, but usually quite common)
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Mammals

September 2006

Common name Scientific name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
1 Black Bear Ursus americanus 1 5 6 1

2 Grizzly Bear Ursus horribilis 3 6+ 5 2
3 Cougar (Puma) Puma concolor 1

4 Northern Racoon Procyon lotor 1 3
5 Mink Mustela vison 1

6 River Otter Lutra canadensis 4
7 Steller Sea Lion Eumetopias jubatus 50+ 60+ 2

8 California Sea Lion Zalophus californianus 40+
9 Harbour Seal Phoca vitulina 2 1 20+ 10+ P 1 2 P P

10 Masked Shrew Sorex cinereus 1
11 Red Squirrel Tamiasciurus hudsonicus 1 P 1

12 Eastern Grey Squirrel Sciurus carolinensis P P
13 Douglas Squirrel Tamiasciurus douglasi H H 2 P

14 Roosevelt Elk Cervus canadensis 1
15 Mule (Black-tailed) Deer Odocoileus hemionus 2 1 1 1 6 1

16 Pacific White-sided Dolphin Lagenorhynchus obliquidens 10
17 Orca Orcinus orca 20+

18 Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena 2 2 P 8+
19 Dall Porpoise Phocoenoides dalli 10+ P

20 Humpback Whale Megaptera novaeangliae 1 2 2 4


