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Tour Leaders:    Andy Smith    (Naturetrek Guide) 
Chris Sears    (Local Guide) 
Janet Boxwell    (Local Guide) 

 
Participants:    Rosemary Court    

Sybil Sassoon     
Jane Patey     
John and Sue Goodfellow   
Michael and Susanna Young   
Adam and Pamela Boyle   

 

Day 1  Friday 31st August 

Sunny, scattered cloud, still and mild. 

We arrived on schedule in Vancouver in the late afternoon and transferred to our luxury hotel on Granville 
Island. A short walk along the local waterfront and around the nearby park produced our first Canadian birds 
including several Glaucous-winged Gulls, a Northern Flicker, three Black-capped Chickadees, a flock of 
diminutive Bushtits and a smart Black-throated Grey Warbler. After a delicious dinner back at the hotel we 
retired to bed full of anticipation for the days to come. 

Day 2  Saturday 1st September 

Sunny with scattered cloud in the morning becoming more overcast in the afternoon. Still 
and mild. 

After breakfast and a brief early morning stroll that produced a Hairy Woodpecker and a migrant Yellow 
Warbler we drove across Vancouver to the busy ferry terminal at Horseshoe Bay. A Turkey Vulture, a couple of 
Ravens and a Belted Kingfisher kept us amused until we boarded the ferry and made the scenic crossing of the 
Straight of Georgia to Nanaimo on Vancouver Island. 
 
From Nanaimo we headed up the coast to Parksville and then inland to Little Qualicum Falls where we enjoyed 
an excellent picnic lunch and a walk around the impressive waterfalls. The woods were quiet however and visible 
wildlife was limited to a couple of American Robins, a brief Red-breasted Nuthatch bleating from the tree tops 
and a large Sockeye Salmon milling around in the crystal clear water of one of the river pools.  
 
Our next stop was Cathedral Grove where we admired the massive Douglas Firs of this remnant of old growth 
forest and came across a small party of neat little Chestnut-backed Chickadees. From here we drove on across 
the island through a sequence of spectacular forest, lake and mountain scenery to the Pacific Rim National Park, 
Tofino and our beachside hotel. 
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Day 3 Sunday 2nd September 

Overcast, cool, south-westerly breeze. Showers in the morning, more persistent rain in the 
afternoon. 

The early birders were out exploring shortly after first light and were rewarded with a confiding flock of Western 
Sandpipers on the beach, several Red-Necked Grebes and a drake Surf Scoter offshore, an adult Bald Eagle 
perched up in a distant pine and a Belted Kingfisher fishing the shallows – not bad! 
 
With breakfast completed we drove the short distance into Tofino town and boarded the boat for our morning 
whale-watching trip out into Clayoquot Sound. Soon after leaving the dock we began to encounter exciting 
wildlife and in the course of the morning we saw several huge Steller’s Sea-Lions and a lone bull Californian, 
dozens of Harbour Seals and even a couple of Sea Otters, recent arrivals in the area, bobbing around in the surf 
in characteristic fashion. Birds included Brandt’s Cormorants, Harlequin Ducks, Surf Scoters, Pigeon and 
Common Guillemots, dozens of smart Heerman’s Gulls and an interesting range of waders.  
 
The inevitable highlight however came after an hour or so when we were investigating a complex maze of rocky 
islets, reefs and kelp forests and sighted a blow. In no time we were watching a mighty adult Grey Whale at close 
range as it surfaced between short feeding dives, blowing and fluking regularly. The sheer size of the animal was 
impressive and as this was the first whale of any description for some members of the party and it was a satisfied 
crew that returned to Tofino at lunchtime. 
 
We ate a picnic down the road at Wickanninish and then walked the Schooner Bay Trail. The forest was lush and 
impressive and the walk pleasant but the persistent rain that had begun to fall at lunchtime curtailed any wildlife 
activity and so we returned to the hotel to dry out and get ready for dinner. 

Day 4 Monday 3rd September 

Overcast, still and mild. Dry in the morning, wet in the afternoon. 

Another pre-breakfast sortie along the shore by the hotel produced a good range of birds including both Red-
throated and Common Loons, an Osprey, a Greater Yellowlegs and a number of Least Sandpipers that had 
joined the now familiar Westerns. In the scrub at the top of the beach we found four neat White-crowned 
Sparrows and as we returned to the hotel itself we were rewarded with excellent views of an inquisitive Steller’s 
Jay investigating the balconies. 
 
After breakfast it was back into Tofino again and onto a different boat, this time to take us on a low-tide Black 
Bear watch. We weren’t to be disappointed. The boat steamed off at high speed into a network of remote and 
beautiful forested channels and in no time we were watching Black Bears at very close quarters as they foraged 
along the stony beaches. Quite oblivious to us they continued with the serious business of searching for crabs 
and turned over even quite large boulders with apparent ease. After spending some time with one lone adult we 
rounded a corner and found a mother with two small cubs – wonderful! If this wasn’t good enough around the 
next headland we found ourselves in a bay with nine bears visible including two mothers with cubs! Thirteen 
bears in all – more than one each and far exceeding our expectations. 
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The excitement wasn’t over however for on the way back we sighted two large dorsal fins breaking the surface of 
the water up ahead and found ourselves in the company of a couple of bull Orcas, unusual in these waters and a 
considerable bonus. Once again we were able to get quite close and enjoyed some great views of these mighty 
animals as the made their way through the calm waters of the channel.  
 
Birds along the way had included a couple of Pelagic Cormorants, several Great Blue Herons, four Surfbirds 
with a flock of Ruddy Turnstones, a Marbled Murrelet, four Band-tailed Pigeons, half a dozen Belted Kingfishers 
and at least five impressive Bald Eagles. A trio of River Otters scrambling up the shore of on an islet just off 
Tofino provided a perfect end to a thoroughly enjoyable morning.  
 
Shortly after our return to shore the rain set in again and after another picnic down at Wickanninish where there 
were good numbers of Surf and White-winged Scoters offshore, we explored the dramatic Pacific Rim Trail at 
Ucluelet. The scenery was dramatic but the rain persistent. A couple of migrant Orange-crowned Warblers in the 
scrub by the lighthouse were just about the only wildlife interest and so, once again we returned early to the hotel 
to dry out. 

Day 5 Tuesday 4th September 

Overcast at first becoming sunny with scattered cloud by mid-morning. Still and warm. 

After a little early morning birding around the hotel this morning which produced 10 Cedar Waxwings, a 
Swainson’s Thrush, several Steller’s Jays and a pair of Orange-crowned Warblers we were packed up and ready to 
leave Tofino and make the long journey back across the island and up to Zeballos.  
 
We stopped for coffee in Port Alberni and then continued along the east coast of the island towards Courtenay. 
A steady passage of south-bound Turkey Vultures and a large flock of Band-tailed Pigeons enlivened the journey 
and in no time we were at our lunch stop at Miracle Beach and enjoying some much appreciated sunshine. A 
short walk through the woods to the beach and back along a small creek proved very productive and we saw a 
wide range of birds. Highlights included over 30 Harlequin Ducks loafing offshore, several smart Bonaparte’s 
Gulls, a Killdeer, a Spotted Sandpiper that nearly got taken by a Merlin and a confiding Belted Kingfisher. In the 
tree-tops were Red Crossbills and Pine Siskins whilst back near the car park we encountered a mixed flock of 
small birds that included several neat little Chestnut-backed Chickadees, a Hammond’s Flycatcher, two Brown 
Creepers and a Red-breasted Nuthatch. 
 
After lunch we continued along the coast and made a brief stop at Oyster Bay. Here we got very close to a 
sizeable flock of Western Sandpipers, noted a surprise Arctic Skua passing fast south and enjoyed the aerial 
antics of a couple of lingering Purple Martins. Migrant Yellow and Yellow-rumped Warblers plus a Spotted 
Towhee and a couple of Song Sparrows in the scrub added further interest and gave us the feeling that we could 
have spent longer here. 
 
Next stop was the one horse town of Woss and then a little later we turned off the main east coast highway and 
headed south along 30 kilometres of dirt track to the remote and picturesque village of Zeballos. In no time we 
were settled in to our hospitable guest house and enjoying a cold beer on the terrace.  
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After dinner we finished the day with a trip to a pond a little out of town where, in the still evening quiet we 
watched a large Beaver cruising serenely around his territory. After a few minutes he got wind of us, smacked his 
tail smartly on the water, disappeared and gave us the cue to head home to our beds. 

Day 6 Wednesday 5th September 

Sunny with scattered cloud to late morning. Overcast thereafter with persistent heavy rain 
from early afternoon onwards. Still and mild. 

Song Sparrows showing well in the gardens of Zeballos in the early morning sharpness started the day well and 
after a good breakfast we boarded a small aluminium skiff and zoomed off down the gloriously beautiful 
Zeballos inlet. Bald Eagles, Common Loons, Belted Kingfishers and Harbour Seals kept things ticking over 
nicely until we found our principal quarry, Sea Otters and enjoyed a few wonderful minutes passing close to a 
raft of about 40 animals, mostly females and juveniles. Characteristically loafing on their backs in the calm water 
with their feet in the air they looked supremely relaxed but were clearly very alert and watched us with interest. If 
we slowed down to a suggestion of stopping they immediately dived – still cautious after all these years. But what 
fantastic animals and what a treat to see!  
 
As we cruised on down the inlet we saw several lone males, surprisingly large and always recognisable, even at 
great distance because of their “feet in the air” posture. Elated with our sightings of the otters we soaked up the 
wonderful scenery and enjoyed the various birds along the way including a sleek Pacific Loon and at a brief 
island stop a few Savannah Sparrows and a couple of Red-winged Blackbirds.  
 
All too soon it was time to return to Zeballos and drive back across the island towards Port McNeill. We 
retraced our steps along the gravel road, noting a Black Bear and couple of Barrow’s Goldeneyes en-route and 
arrived at Port McNeill in time for lunch. In the afternoon we took the ferry across to Malcolm Island. The 
crossing was good for Red-necked Grebes, Pigeon Guillemots and Rhinoceros Auklets but the rain had set in 
again and we saw little out at Beer Point and Sointula. On the return ferry crossing at the end of the afternoon 
three Orcas put in an appearance, dramatic as ever and provided a fitting end to a rewarding day.  

Day 7 Thursday 6th September 

Sunny and warm with some scattered cloud in the morning and a light north-westerly 
breeze. 

After breakfast we drove the short distance to picturesque Telegraph Cove, boarded yet another boat and 
steamed out into the Johnstone Straight. During a fantastic morning we had firm evidence of the richness of 
these waters. Birds were everywhere, with the sea covered in gulls of various species, hundreds of Common and 
Pigeon Guillemots, odd-looking Rhinoceros Auklets and literally thousands of dainty Red-necked Phalaropes 
flitting and pirouetting around the kelp beds like so many little fairies. Bald Eagles sat around in trees on the 
wooded islets, an Osprey and a couple of migrant Arctic Skuas passed over, Harbour Seals loafed on the reefs 
and then there were the cetaceans…  
 
Shortly out of Telegraph Cove we sighted a pod of seven or eight Orcas and spent a good deal of time watching 
them from a little distance as they moved purposefully across the sound blowing and surfacing regularly and 
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occasionally breaching – wonderful! Then we noticed a large concentration of gulls and other birds in the 
distance and this drew our attention to a Humpback Whale apparently feeding. We approached and got some 
good views of this animal as it blew, surfaced and fluked and then we headed through a narrow gap between 
some small islands into Blackfish Sound and found two more Humpbacks. These were more approachable than 
the first animal and over the next few minutes we enjoyed some lovely views as they surfaced regularly. At one 
point both tail flukes were up at the same time – a much-photographed moment! We finished this extravaganza 
with close views of over 100 huge Steller’s Sea-Lions loafing along the shore of a small island. 
 
Back at Telegraph Cove we ate some lunch then returned to Port McNeill where we caught the afternoon ferry 
across to Alert Bay on Cormorant Island. The half hour crossing in fine sunshine was enlivened by three species 
of Loons and a superb and unexpected adult Long-tailed Skua. At Alert Bay we admired the totem pole, 
reputedly the largest in the world, visited the First Nations visitor centre with its excellent collection of carved 
wooden masks, then took a short walk around the nature trail at the top of the island were we found a Cooper’s 
Hawk, a Pacific Slope Flycatcher and a couple of engaging Golden-crowned Kinglets. Finally, at the end of the 
afternoon we caught the ferry back to Port McNeill – it had been another full and enjoyable day. 

Day 8 Friday 7th September 

Warm and sunny with a little scattered cloud and with a north-westerly breeze. 

This morning some of the group opted for a second whale-watching trip whilst others birded their way to Port 
Hardy. The former group enjoyed a similar experience to the previous morning, this time on a sailboat and had 
close encounters with nine Orcas, three Humpbacks and four Dall’s Porpoises. The others stopped firstly by the 
shore at Port McNeill where they had good views of a Greater Yellowlegs, a Long-billed Dowitcher and a distant 
Black-tailed Deer with three fawns and then at the estuary at Port Hardy where they found a wide range of 
waders and waterfowl including a flock of 20 Black Turnstones and several Short-billed Dowitchers. They also 
had the experience of coming face to face with an adult Black Bear whilst walking one of the wooded trails on 
the edge of town. It was hard to know who was the more surprised and the bear beat a hasty retreat but it was an 
exciting episode nonetheless! 
 
In the early afternoon we all met up again at the float plane depot at Port Hardy and boarded the little Grumman 
Goose flying-boat for the exhilarating half-hour flight to Great Bear Lodge at the head of Smith Inlet. Safely 
arrived, welcomed, settled in and fed we set off in the old yellow school bus that we would come to know and 
love and bumped up the forest track to the first of the bear viewing hides. Here we sat quietly as the evening 
advanced and rubbed our eyes in disbelief at the scene in front of us. The shallow fast flowing river positively 
boiled with spawning Chum Salmon and a constant procession of Grizzly Bears, five or six in all, came down to 
feed. A tentative wade would precede mad dash, the water would churn and with much splashing the bear would 
catch a fish. It all looked too easy and the bears were very selective, often discarding a fish after a cursory 
inspection. It seemed that they were looking especially for gravid females that would give them the most return 
for the least effort. Once selected the Bear would eat the skin and the egg mass and often not much else and 
leave the carcass to the Bald Eagles and the California Gulls. It was a fantastic spectacle and we stayed until it 
was too dark to see. 

 



Canada: The West  Tour Report 

 

 

6  © Naturetrek     December 07 

Day 9 Saturday 8th September 

Sunny and warm after a cold start with a gentle North-westerly breeze. 

Another full day at Great Bear Lodge in perfect weather saw us out at the bear hides in the morning and evening 
and walking the forest track (with due caution!) in the afternoon. Bear activity at the hides was moderate and 
although we saw perhaps 15 individuals altogether during the course of the day our best encounters were from 
the bus as we made our way along the track. On one occasion we met a female with a half size cub and on 
another a huge male. Close encounters like these helped us to fully appreciate the size, strength and speed of 
these awesome beasts. 
 
Other than bears we saw a nice range of other wildlife during the day. Harbour Seals were regularly visible from 
the lodge and various members of the group at different times saw both a Marten and a trio of River Otters. 
Birds included several Marbled Murrelets out on the inlet at dawn, a neat Ruffed Grouse crossing the track, two 
Pacific Slope Flycatchers, a couple of colourful Townsend’s Warblers and a Dark-eyed Junco. 

Day 10 Sunday 9th September 

Sunny and warm after a cold start with a brisk north-westerly breeze in the afternoon.  

Another perfect day dawned and found us out at the hides again where we were treated to some excellent close 
up action. First a young male then a lone female fished just in front of the hide, and then the female with the 
half-sized cub walked along the river bank directly below us, almost close enough to touch! Our encounters 
could hardly get better and it was a satisfied crew that returned to the lodge for another delicious lunch. 
 
In the afternoon we went for a boat ride around the estuary and investigated various creeks. The scenery was 
serene and beautiful and a satisfying range of birds along the way included Great Blue Herons, Canada Geese, 
Bald Eagles, Belted Kingfishers, a Spotted Sandpiper, Savannah Sparrows and various ducks. 
 
In the evening we were back at the first hide and spent an excellent couple of hours watching up to six bears at 
once fishing and interacting with each other. Normally solitary and wary, Grizzlies avoid each other for most of 
the year. The easy pickings of the salmon run forces them together and this evening we saw stand-offs between 
rivals and clear evidence of hierarchies. At one stage a moderately sized female approached a large male and a 
one-sided conflict seemed inevitable but was quietly diffused as the two rose up on their hind legs and gave each 
other a friendly hug. It was impossible to know what the relationship between these two was but it all made for 
great watching! 

Day 11 Monday 10th September 

Sunny and warm after a cold start. Breezy in the afternoon. 

The drive in the yellow bus out to the hides on this our last morning at Great Bear lodge produced a small flock 
of handsome Varied Thrushes, which flew up from the trackside and hid expertly in the trees. At the third hide 
we waited patiently, thinking that our experiences with these bears could hardly be bettered, when a female with 
two tiny cubs appeared and began to fish very close to the hide. We could hardly believe our luck.  
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The cubs were really very small, both still sporting the white collars of infancy but both already demonstrated 
firm character with one especially becoming very defensive of the chunk of salmon that his mother provided for 
him. The cubs stayed close to the mother and she remained constantly wary, looking out for any other bears, 
keen to avoid conflict. After some minutes they wandered quietly downstream and we took our leave and headed 
back to the lodge. 
 
In the early afternoon we took a boat ride down the inlet. The weather was perfect and the scenery superb, with 
forested peaks all around and pristine little creeks to explore. Marbled Murrelets sat on the mirror calm water, 
Belted Kingfishers watched from their waterside perches and Bald Eagles soared overhead. It really was very 
nice. All too soon it was time to return to the lodge, say our goodbyes and board the Grumman Goose for that 
excellent little flight over the forested mountains, lakes and inlets to Port Hardy and civilization.  

Day 12 Tuesday 11th September 

Cool and misty to mid-morning, sunny and warm thereafter.  

We left Port Hardy in the mist and began the journey south. A large Black Bear foraging on the highway verge 
was a bit of a surprise but otherwise things proceeded uneventfully. After a couple of hours we emerged into 
welcome sunshine and stopped at Campbell River for coffee, noted another good passage of Turkey Vultures 
and continued to Nanaimo and our lunch stop at the quaintly named Buttertubs Marsh. Here we enjoyed our last 
picnic and then took short stroll which produced a number of new birds for us including three Pied-billed 
Grebes, over 20 Wood Ducks and two colourful and confiding Red-breasted Sapsuckers.  
 
From Buttertubs we drove the short distance to the ferry terminal and caught the afternoon sailing back to 
Horseshoe Bay. A pale phase Arctic Skua and an adult Sabine’s Gull were good sightings and enlivened an 
already pleasant crossing as we enjoyed the sunshine and the views of distant, snow-capped Mount Baker. Once 
back in Horseshoe bay we transferred directly to our hotel on Granville Island and settled in prior to a last 
dinner together. We had come full circle. 

Day 13 Wednesday 12th September 

Sunny, warm and still with some patchy mist and low cloud early in the morning. 

This morning some of the group went into the city whilst others went birding. First stop for the birders was the 
wooded Stanley Park. A Raccoon pottering around on a lawn was a bonus and a good selection of birds included 
Black-throated Grey and Townsend’s Warblers, Spotted Towhee, Warbling Vireo, Brown Creeper, Black-capped 
Chickadee, Vaux’s Swift and a delightful little flock of Bushtits.  
 
From Stanley Park we drove across the city and out to Reiffel Marsh Nature Reserve, a rich mosaic of 
agricultural land, woodland, scrub, ponds and saltmarsh. Among the bird highlights here were two superb 
Northern Harriers, Cooper’s and Red-tailed Hawks, a Peregrine, a Merlin and a couple of distant Sandhill 
Cranes. Low tide meant that there were few waders on the pools but wide range of small birds in the trees and 
bushes included Downy Woodpecker, Lincoln’s and White-crowned Sparrows, Red-winged Blackbirds, 
American Goldfinches and lots of colourful House Finches.  
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From Reiffel we headed back to Granville Island to prepare for the journey home. We met up with the rest of 
the group who had all had a great time in the city and then made our way the airport. We were in good time for 
our evening flight, everything went smoothly and we all arrived safely back at Heathrow the following morning. 
It had been a good trip! 
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Species Lists 

Birds 
      September 
  Common name Scientific name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
1 Red-throated Loon Gavia stellata       1     1             
2 Pacific Loon Gavia pacifica           4 3             
3 Common Loon (G N Diver) Gavia immer     1 6 1 12 5 3 2         
4 Pied-billed Grebe Podilymbus podiceps                       3 1 
5 Horned (Slavonian) Grebe Podiceps auritus                     1     
6 Red-necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena     5 10 1 50 8 2       3   
7 Double-crested Cormorant Phalacrocorax auritus   20   1               30 1 
8 Brandt's Cormorant Phalacrocorax penicillatus   1 150 30                   
9 Pelagic Cormorant Phalacrocorax pelagicus   1 1 4   1           1   
10 Cormorant spp. Phalacrocorax spp.         1 3               
11 Great Blue Heron Ardea herodias 1 5   10 1 3 5 5 1 4 3 3 4 
12 Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura   4     30   3         30   
13 Canada Goose Branta canadensis 25 20     200 20   100+ 30 12 120 50 50 
14 Mute Swan Cygnus olor                         4 
15 Wood Duck Aix sponsa                       20 1 
16 Gadwall Anas strepera                         15 
17 American Wigeon Anas americana         1     5   10 6 5 100's 
18 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos 15       2     2   8 5 5 100's 
19 Blue-winged Teal Anas discors               2           
20 Northern Shoveler Anas clypeata         8     6         10 
21 Northern Pintail Anas acuta         2     7   7 8   20 
22 Green-winged Teal Anas crecca         20     50   12 30   50 
23 Harlequin Duck Histrionicus histrionicus     30   30   3             
24 Surf Scoter Melanitta perspicillata     15 50   5 4       1 2   
25 White-winged Scoter Melanitta fusca     2 10 10   1             
26 Black Scoter Melanitta nigra       1                   
27 Barrow's Goldeneye Bucephala islandica           2       3       
28 Hooded Merganser Lophodytes cucullatus         1     20   4 6   5 
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      September 
  Common name Scientific name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
29 Common Merganser (Goosander) Mergus merganser         5 4   30 7 18 50   2 
30 Osprey Pandion haliaetus       1     1             
31 Bald Eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus   1 1 5 1 4 6 6 4 7 12 4 2 
32 Northern (Hen) Harrier Circus cyaneus                         4 
33 Cooper's Hawk Accipiter cooperii             1           1 
34 Red-tailed Hawk Buteo jamaicensis                   1     4 
35 Merlin Falco columbarius         2               1 
36 Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus                         3 
37 Ruffed Grouse Bonasa umbellus               1 1         
38 Virginia Rail Rallus limicola                       1h   
39 American Coot Fulica americana                         2 
40 Sandhill Crane Grus canadensis                         2 
41 Semipalmated Plover Charadrius semipalmatus     1         2           
42 Killdeer Charadrius vociferus         1               5 
43 Black Oystercatcher Haematopus bachmani   3 15                     
44 Greater Yellowlegs Tringa melanoleuca     1h 1       2         15 
45 Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularia     1   1         2       
46 Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus     30                 1h   
47 Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres     1 25   2         8     
48 Black Turnstone Arenaria melanocephala     6     4   20     6     
49 Surfbird Aphriza virgata     3 4                   
50 Sanderling Calidris alba     2                     
51 Semipalmated Sandpiper Calidris pusilla     1                     
52 Western Sandpiper Calidris mauri   5 70 40 30     30           
53 Least Sandpiper Calidris minutilla     20 15                   
54 Short-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus griseus               3     6   6 
55 Long-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus scolopaceus               1           
56 Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus           5 1000+ 100's           
57 Parasitic Jaeger (Arctic Skua) Stercorarius parasiticus         1   2         1   
58 Long-tailed Skua Steracorarius longicaudus             1             
59 Bonaparte's Gull Larus philadelphia         15 5   25     30+ 10+   
60 Heermann's Gull Larus heermanni     50 10                   
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      September 
  Common name Scientific name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
61 Mew (Common) Gull Larus canus   1 2 100 5+ 50+ 50+ 50+ 30+ 25 50+ 20+   
62 Ring-billed Gull Larus delawarensis         4 5   1   1 1 4   
63 California Gull Larus californicus     1   1 50+ 100's 200+ 100+ 100 100's 30+   
64 Herring Gull Larus argentatus   1 2 2   25 50+ 10+ 3 1 20+   1 
65 Glaucous-winged Gull Larus glaucescens 20 100 100+ 200+ 100's 100+ 100+ 10+     50+ 30+ 25 
66 Sabine's Gull Xema sabini                       1   
67 Caspian Tern Sterna caspia                     3     
68 Common Murre (Guillemot) Uria aalge     50     12 100+ 25       1   
69 Pigeon Guillemot Cepphus columba     50 5   50+ 50 30           
70 Marbled Murrelet Brachyramphus marmoratus     1 1     4   7 9 10     
71 Rhinoceros Auklet Cerorhinca monocerata     4     10 100+ 20           
72 Feral Pigeon Columba livia 50+ 50+       5 2 40     20 10 15 
73 Band-tailed Pigeon Columba fasciata       5 60     1     1     
74 Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto             1             
75 Vaux's Swift Chaetura vauxi                         2 
76 Rufous Hummingbird Selasphorus rufus         1                 
77 Belted Kingfisher Ceryle alcyon   1 1 5 3 5 4 5 3 5 5 2 2 
78 Red-breasted Sapsucker Sphyrapicus ruber                       2   
79 Downy Woodpecker Picoides pubescens                         2 
80 Hairy Woodpecker Picoides villosus   1                       
81 Northern Flicker Colaptes auratus 1 1     1 1 2h           1 
82 Hammond's Flycatcher Empidonax hammondii         1                 
83 Pacific-slope Flycatcher Empidonax difficilis             1   2         
84 Warbling Vireo Vireo gilvus                         2 
85 Steller's Jay Cyanocitta stelleri   1h 10 3 5 4 2 2   1   3   
86 Northwestern Crow Corvus caurinus 20 100+ 100+ 100's 100+ 100+ 100+ 100+   20 100+ 30+ 30+ 
87 Common Raven Corvus corax   15 2 1 10 5 8 5 2 2 5 12   
88 Purple Martin Progne subis         2                 
89 Bank Swallow Riparia riparia                         1 
90 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 7   6   5 6     5       25 
91 Black-capped Chickadee Poecile atricapillus 3 3                   3 35 
92 Chestnut-backed Chickadee Poecile rufescens   5 2   8   3 5 3 5 h     

 



Canada: The West  Tour Report 

 

 

4  © Naturetrek     December 07 

      September 
  Common name Scientific name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
93 Bushtit Psaltriparus minimus 10                       12 
94 Red-breasted Nuthatch Sitta canadensis   3     1                 
95 Brown Creeper Certhia americana         2               2 
96 Winter Wren Troglodytes troglodytes   2h 1h   4h 2h   2h 1+4h 5h 1+1h     
97 Golden-crowned Kinglet Regulus satrapa   h h       5 5 4 h       
98 Swainson's Thrush Catharus ustulatus         1   1       1     
99 American Robin Turdus migratorius   3 6   8 3 3 2 2 1 1 1   
100 Varied Thrush Ixoreus naevius                   3 6     
101 European Starling Sturnus vulgaris 1 25     20 20 30       150 10 100+ 
102 Cedar Waxwing Bombycilla cedrorum     4 2 10     4           
103 Orange-crowned Warbler Vermivora celata       2 2       4 1       
104 Yellow Warbler Dendroica petechia   1     1     1       1 6 
105 Yellow-rumped Warbler Dendroica coronata         2           1 1   
106 Black-throated Gray Warbler Dendroica nigrescens 1                       1 
107 Townsend's Warbler Dendroica townsendi                 2       1 
108 Common Yellowthroat Geothlypis trichas             1     1   5 5 
109 Spotted Towhee Pipilo maculatus         1               3 
110 Savannah Sparrow Passerculus sandwichensis           2   2   1     3 
111 Song Sparrow Melospiza melodia     3 2 2 7 3 5 5 2 2 1 5 
112 Lincoln's Sparrow Melospiza lincolnii                 2       2 
113 White-crowned Sparrow Zonotrichia leucophrys   1   4               1 5 
114 Dark-eyed Junco Junco hyemalis                 1         
115 Red-winged Blackbird Agelaius phoeniceus           2           6 20 
116 Brewer's Blackbird Euphagus cyanocephalus   10                       
117 Brown-headed Cowbird Molothrus ater     2   1               2 
118 House Finch Carpodacus mexicanus               1         10 
119 Red Crossbill Loxia curvirostra   h 5   20 h 20 h h       5 
120 Pine Siskin Carduelis pinus         5 20 25           10 
121 American Goldfinch Carduelis tristis                         10 
122 House Sparrow Passer domesticus   30       25 30           30 
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      September 
  Common name Scientific name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

Mammals 
              

1 Black Bear Ursus americanus       13   1 1 1   1   1   
2 Grizzly Bear Ursus horribilis               6 15 15 8     
3 Northern Racoon Procyon lotor                         1 
4 Marten Martes americana             1   1         
5 River Otter Lutra canadensis     1 3     1   3         
6 Sea Otter Enhydra lutris     3     50               
7 Steller Sea Lion Eumetopias jubatus     6       120             
8 California Sea Lion Zalophus californianus     1 1                   
9 Harbour Seal Phoca vitulina   50 20 15   40 15 10 4 12 10 2 1 
10 Douglas Squirrel (Chickaree) Tamiasciurus douglasi                   2h 1+3h   1+3h 
11 Grey Squirrel Sciurus carolinensis                         3 
12 Beaver Castor canadensis         2                 
13 Mule (Black-tailed) Deer Odocoileus hemionus   2       1 3 4           
14 Orca Orcinus orca       2   3 7 9           
15 Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena           2 2             
16 Dall's Porpoise Phocoenoides dalli             4             
17 Gray Whale Eschrichtius gibbosus     1                     
18 Humpback Whale Megaptera novaeangliae             4 3           

 
 

 




