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Tour leaders:   Nancy Sears (Local guide) 

Tony Greenfield (Local guide) 
Paul Marshall (Naturetrek) 

 
Tour participants:  Gaye Henson 

Mel Taylor 
Linda Taylor 
Aubrey Barnett 
Barbara Barnett 
Peter Johns 
Freda Johns 
Jeremy Kett 
Margaret Kett 

 

Day 1  Friday 5th September 

In flight – Vancouver 

After an uneventful flight we arrived in Vancouver late afternoon and met with Nancy and Tony. A short 
journey took us to our hotel in Tsawwassen where some of the group had a quick meal before getting some 
sleep. 

Day 2  Saturday 6th September 

Tsawwassen – Tofino 

Most of the group was up for some pre breakfast birding near the hotel. We headed for the nearby ferry terminal 
and spent some time checking the bays in the area. Large numbers of waterbirds were present including several 
Great Northern Divers, many still in breeding plumage, White-winged Scoters, Western Grebes, Black 
Oystercatchers and Caspian Terns.  
 
After breakfast we all returned to the ferry terminal for our crossing to Vancouver Island. Whilst waiting for the 
ferry to depart we were treated to very close views of an immature Peregrine and a fly past Arctic Skua. During 
the crossing the skies started to clear and by the time we arrived in Nanaimo it was warm and sunny. First we 
headed north and then west across the island, stopping at Little Qualicium Falls for lunch. The woods were 
relatively quiet but we enjoyed good views of an American Dipper on the river and Tony talked us through the 
various trees and plants along the trails. 
 
Our journey was brought to an abrupt halt just outside Port Alberni by a Black Bear running in front of the vans. 
Fortunately everybody was awake and had good views before it disappeared into the vegetation by the side of the 
road. By late afternoon we had arrived at Ucluelet, situated at the southern edge of the Pacific Rim National 
Park. There was time to relax and enjoy the views of the harbour from the hotel before dinner. 
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Day 3  Sunday 7th September 

Pacific Rim National Park 

An early morning walk around Ucluelet produced Steller’s Jay, Chestnut-backed Chickadee, American Robin, 
Northern Flicker and two very confiding Black-tailed Deer. After breakfast we drove through the Pacific Rim 
National Park, stopping at Long Beach to enjoy the views on such a beautiful morning, before arriving at Tofino. 
Here we boarded a boat and headed out to the Pacific in search of whales.  
 
On the rocky shore we found several Harlequin Ducks and Black Turnstones. Despite the calm weather there 
was still a considerable swell on the open ocean. It didn’t take long to find two Humpback Whales and we were 
treated to great views of these animals as they surfaced repeatedly not far from the boat and on several dives they 
raised their flukes. A party of Red-necked Phalaropes on the sea distracted us from the whales before we headed 
north in search of other wildlife. Amongst large numbers of Common Guillemots were smaller numbers of 
Rhinoceros Auklets and a couple of Tufted Puffins. On a large rocky island we had good views of a group of 
Steller’s Sea Lions and a couple of Sea Otters. Up to twenty Heermann's Gulls and a pair of Western Gulls were 
found amongst the commoner species. Unfortunately the hoped for Grey Whale couldn’t be found and we 
returned to land. 
 
We enjoyed a late lunch on the beach at Wickaninnish before walking one of the trails. Although the birding was 
slow the habitat and scenery was spectacular. On the beach a flock of Sanderling contained a Western Sandpiper. 
We returned to the hotel before a pre dinner trip to Amphitrite Point. Several distant blowing whales could be 
seen and an American Goldfinch showed well before we headed to a superb restaurant close to the hotel for 
dinner. 

Day 4  Monday 8th September 

Pacific Rim National Park 

Before returning to Tofino for another boat trip there was time to explore Long Beach. In the car park were 
several Yellow Warblers and a Hairy Woodpecker. An elusive Fox Sparrow eventually showed well and a couple 
of Heermann's Gulls were found amongst the hundreds of gulls on the beach. 
 
Our boat trip was timed to coincide with the falling tide when Black Bears come to the shore in search of food. 
Heading into the creeks around Meares Island we were treated to views of Bald Eagles, Belted Kingfishers, 
Harlequin Ducks and a flock of Bonaparte’s Gulls. A family of River Otters appeared all too briefly in front of 
the boat before heading for land and disappearing from view. During the course of the trip we had excellent 
views of three Black Bears. The first was the most cooperative and allowed us prolonged and close views as it 
searched under boulders. Before returning to Tofino a group of Harbour Seals hauled out on rocks posed for 
photographs. 
 
In the afternoon we returned to Long Beach for a walk amongst the rainforest before returning to the hotel for a 
chance to freshen up. The setting for dinner at the Wickaninnish Inn was spectacular and we were treated to a 
fantastic sunset whilst eating. 
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Day 5  Tuesday 9th September 

Ucluelet - Zeballos 

We departed Ucluelet after breakfast and headed back across Vancouver Island to the east coast, stopping briefly 
for doughnuts and then at Cathedral Grove. The old growth ecosystem here contains impressive specimens of 
Douglas Fir, Western Red Cedar and Western Hemlock, with the largest being over 800 years old and standing at 
over 75 metres tall.   
 
Our picnic lunch was taken at Miracle Beach. A small selection of waders on the beach included Least 
Sandpipers and a single Semipalmated Plover. Before continuing our journey we stretched our legs with a short 
walk and were rewarded with excellent views of a Red-breasted Nuthatch and Hutton’s Vireo. 
 
After travelling some distance north on the east coast we arrived at Woss and soon after turned onto the logging 
road heading east to Zeballos. The gravel road wound its way through true wilderness. Unfortunately one of the 
vans got a puncture but with a wheel changing stop that would have put a Formula 1 team to shame we were 
soon on the road again.  
 
We arrived at the hotel shortly before dusk and just in time for brief views of a Rufous Hummingbird before 
dinner. 

Day 6  Wednesday 10th September 

Zeballos – Port McNeil 

It was the most beautifully calm morning as we headed down Esperanza Inlet in our skiff. Several Bald Eagles 
were found perched in the tree tops. The scenery was breathtaking. After a little while we spotted the first Sea 
Otters of the day. With in minutes they were everywhere. It was difficult to estimate numbers but a conservative 
guess was around 150. One raft of animals contained 70 individuals. Although they allowed a reasonably close 
approach they wouldn’t tolerate the boat stopping. After enjoying watching the animals we headed out towards 
the ocean. A small flock of Red-necked Phalaropes fed on some floating seaweed.  
 
Amongst the wooded islands at the mouth of the inlet we found smaller numbers of Sea Otters and a very 
confiding Black Bear feeding on the shore. There were also several Great Northern Divers and a Red-necked 
Grebe. As we started our return journey a swimming Black-tailed Deer a long way from land seemed as surprised 
as we were. A flock of 30 or so Surf Scoters was seen on the water as we neared Zeballos. 
 
Once back on land we made our way back along the logging road to the east side of the island. Unfortunately 
another puncture in the same vehicle as yesterday caused us some problems as we hadn’t had chance to repair 
the tyre from yesterday. Luckily it happened just before we joined the main highway so with minimal fuss we 
were able to get the two tyres fixed and everybody to Port McNeil by late afternoon. There was then chance for 
everybody to relax before an enjoyable evening meal at the Killer Whale Café in Telegraph Cove. 
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Day 7  Thursday 11th September 

Port McNeil – Telegraph Cove 

After breakfast we drove the short distance to Telegraph Cove and boarded the boat for our morning whale 
watching trip. Heading out into Johnstone Strait it wasn’t long before we found our first Killer Whales. It was a 
family group of nine animals spread out across the strait. They were relatively inactive, spending time resting on 
the surface and slowly heading east. At one point the whole pod came together. We followed them into an area 
of turbulent water where we stopped to enjoy the views.  
 
After a few minutes a Killer Whale surfaced close to the boat, followed by two more. As they passed within a 
few metres of us we could see on individual carrying a fish and two others following it closely. Apparently this 
group is known to share their food with each other but it is a behaviour rarely seen. At the same time this 
happened the hydrophone was in the water and we were able to hear the whales calling to each other. A very 
magic moment! 
 
The waters in this area are incredibly rich and as a result there were plenty of birds to look at. Several Fork-tailed 
Storm Petrels showed well, along with good numbers of Rhinoceros Auklets and Bonaparte’s Gulls. Best of all 
was two Marbled Murrelets close to the boat. Before we set of in search of more marine life three Dall’s 
Porpoise sped past us, showing the distinctive ‘rooster tail’ spray. 
 
Leaving the Killer Whales we made our way back towards Telegraph Cover before weaving our way through 
some wooded islands to more open water. We passed small flocks of Sooty Shearwaters and a group of 
Harlequin Ducks before arriving at a rocky island where 40 impressive Steller’s Sea Lions were resting. A 
thoroughly enjoyable morning  
 
After lunch in Port McNeil we caught the ferry to Alert Bay. Good numbers of Pigeon Guillemots, two Arctic 
Skuas and a two brief Harbour Porpoises were seen from the ferry. Alert Bay is the oldest community on 
northern Vancouver Island and we visited the U’mista Cultural Centre set up by the Kwakwaka’wakw (First 
Nations). A visit to the ecological park gave us good views of Common Crossbill, Northern Flicker, Belted 
Kingfisher and Hairy Woodpecker. Later afternoon and it was time to catch the return ferry to Port Mc Neil. 

Day 8  Friday 12th September 

Port Hardy – Smith Inlet 

Today we had a leisurely start before driving the short distance to Port Hardy. We birded the Quatse Estuary 
before lunch. Amongst large numbers of gulls and Canada Geese we found Hooded Mergansers, American 
Wigeon, Green-winged Teal and several Greater Yellowlegs.  
 
Everyone was very excited by early afternoon. We arrived at the seaplane base and only had a short wait before 
the first of two seaplanes arrived to fly us north into the Great Bear Rainforest. The wind had picked up 
considerably but once airborne the clear weather gave us stunning views of the landscape. It took about half an 
hour to fly the fifty miles and we touched down at the head of Smith Inlet to be greeted by our hosts at the 
lodge. The setting for the floating lodge was unbelievable and we took in the sights of our home for the next 
three days as Tom gave us an introduction talk about the area and the bears. 
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Without any delay we were ready for our first bear viewing session. Whilst waiting to board the school bus a 
family of River Otters appeared. Over the next ten minutes we were treated to unbeatable views as five animals 
played on the floats for the lodge at a distance of no more than fifteen feet. As we made our way along the old 
logging road next to the Nekite River we disturbed our first Grizzly Bear. This individual made its way along the 
road in front of us before disappearing into the woods. 
 
At the viewing point we didn’t have long to wait before the first bear appeared. During the autumn Grizzly Bears 
congregate along the river to catch salmon which come to spawn. Over the next few hours we were treated to 
excellent views of eight individuals. To be able to watch them at such close range totally unperturbed by our 
presence was a memorable experience. As dusk fell we returned to the lodge for a delicious home cooked meal. 

Days 9 & 10  Saturday 13th & Sunday 14th September 

Smith Inlet  

Over the next two days we enjoyed morning and evening bear watching sessions. The mornings were slower but 
bears were seen every time with a minimum of 20 individuals seen overall and a minimum of 16 on one evening. 
We saw mother and cubs, lone males, adolescent brothers hunting together and bears catching and eating salmon 
right in front of the hide. The views were nothing short of superb with some individuals walking within 30 feet 
of the hide. Bald Eagles, American Dippers, Belted Kingfishers and Goosanders provided entertainment during 
the quieter periods. 
 
As well as the bear watching there was eating delicious meals and relaxing around the lodge. On Saturday Tom 
and Suzanna took us for a fascinating walk through the Great Bear Rainforest. Tom explained how the 
ecosystem worked and the important roles each species played. We were able to see bear droppings, bear prints, 
wallow holes and scent marking trees. Whilst on the walk a pair of Red-breasted Sapsuckers gave good views.  
 
On Sunday we took a boat ride up the Nekite Estuary. The bears come here in the spring to feed on sedges. We 
saw several Harbour Seals, Savannah Sparrows and a lone Spotted Sandpiper but little else. The beauty and 
tranquility of the area however more than compensated.  

Day 11  Monday 15th September 

Smith Inlet – Port McNeil 

As with previous mornings the bear watching was rather slow. Only one bear was seen on the drive to the 
viewing point. Nobody could complain after our experiences of the last few days and it put into perspective just 
how lucky we had been.  
 
Back at the lodge we had lunch and time to enjoy the warm sunshine and tranquil surroundings before the 
seaplanes arrived to take us back to Vancouver Island.  
 
It was another stunning flight and we landed at Port Hardy to be greeted by Nancy and Tony. We made our way 
back to Port McNeil, passing a roadside Black Bear and had dinner in a local restaurant.  

 



Canada: The West  Tour Report 

 

 

6  © Naturetrek     September 08 

Day 12  Tuesday 16th September 

Port McNeil – Granville Island, Vancouver 

Departing Port McNeil shortly after breakfast we started the long drive south to Nanaimo. The uneventful drive, 
with a stop in Campbell River for maple syrup cookies, took us most of the morning. We arrived in Nanaimo 
shortly before lunch and made our way to Buttertubs Marsh. Whilst Nancy prepared lunch there was chance to 
bird the area. From the trail around the lake we had good views of Cedar Waxwing, several Bushtits and a 
Bewick’s Wren. On the lake were Wood Ducks, Pied-billed Grebes and American Coot. 
 
Straight after lunch we made our way to the ferry terminal for the crossing to Horseshoe Bay on the mainland. 
From here we drove into Vancouver and our hotel on Granville Island. This delightful part of the city was once 
an industrial zone which has now been converted into a number of waterside restaurants and shops. Everyone 
was free to relax and enjoy their last evening in British Columbia. 

Day 13  Wednesday 17th September 

Reifel Bird Sanctuary – Vancouver 

Most of the group took the opportunity to visit the Refiel Bird Sanctuary this morning. Arriving early meant sure 
that there was plenty of bird activity. Two pairs of Brewer’s Blackbirds were seen on the approach road along 
with plenty of House Finches and Red-winged Blackbirds.  
 
Once inside the sanctuary we spent some time checking the feeders and amongst the many Red-winged 
Blackbirds found several Spotted Towhees and White-crowned Sparrows. There were plenty of migrants in the 
bushes and during the morning we saw Yellow-rumped Warbler, Common Yellowthroat, Lincoln Sparrow and 
American Goldfinch. Making our way towards the shore we were fortunate enough to get glimpses of the elusive 
Marsh Wren and then an American Bittern flying over the saltmarsh, where several Northern Harriers showed 
well. As it was high tide the pools on the reserve held small numbers of waders, including many Long-billed 
Dowitchers, Greater Yellowlegs and a Western Sandpiper. On our way out of the reserve three Purple Finches 
were seen briefly on the road. 
 
Back on Granville Island we met up with Nancy and the rest of the group for lunch and then a tour of Stanley 
Park. This large, wooded peninsula on the northern outskirts of the city gave us impressive views of the area, a 
much appreciated ice cream stop and three very tame Northern Raccoons. All too soon it was time to say start 
saying our goodbyes. Peter and Freda were heading off to the Rockies and Jeremy and Margaret were going to 
Yellowstone in search of Wolves. We thanked Nancy and Tony for all their hard work and the remainder of the 
group headed through to departures ready for the overnight flight.  

Day 14  Thursday 18th September 

In flight 

We arrived in London early afternoon after a very successful and enjoyable trip. Fourteen days in the rainforest 
without a single drop of rain! 
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Species lists 

Mammals 
  September 2008 
Common name Scientific name 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Black Bear Ursus americanus 1  3  1 2    1   
Grizzly Bear Ursus horribilis       9 18 6 1   
Northern Raccoon Procyon lotor 1           3 
River Otter Lutra canadensis   4    5      
Sea Otter Enhydra lutris     150        
Steller’s Sea Lion Eumetopias jubatus  12    40       
Harbour Seal Phoca vitulina 2  30  8 20 2 1 4    
Red Squirrel Tamiasciurus hudsonicus  1 1    2    1  
Douglas Squirrel Tamiasciurus douglasi          1   
Black-tailed Deer Odocoileus hemionus  4   1 1       
Killer Whale Orcinus orca      9       
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena      2       
Dall's Porpoise Phocoenoides dalli      3       
Humpback Whale Megaptera novaeangliae  2           

Birds 
  September 2008 
Common name Scientific name 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Pacific Diver Gavia pacifica   20          
Great Northern Diver Gavia immer 30 3 2  2 1       
Pied-billed Grebe  Podilymbus podiceps           6  
Red-necked Grebe  Podiceps grisegena 2 2 2  2        
Horned Grebe  Podiceps auritus 60   1         
Western Grebe  Aechmophorus occidentalis 12            
Sooty Shearwater Puffinus griseus      70       
Fork-tailed Storm Petrel  Oceanodroma furcata      5       
Double-crested Cormorant  Phalacrocorax auritus             
Brandt's Cormorant Phalacrocorax penicillatus  20    8       
Pelagic Cormorant  Phalacrocorax pelagicus 4 2    1       
Great Blue Heron  Ardea herodias             
American Bittern Botaurus lentiginosus            1 
Mute Swan Cygnus olor            6 
Canada Goose  Branta canadensis             
Wood Duck Aix sponsa           25  
American Wigeon Anas americana       2     1 
Gadwall  Anas strepera 2 2           
Green-winged Teal Anas carolinensis             
Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos             
Northern Pintail Anas acuta             
Northern Shoveler Anas clypeata            1 
Harlequin Duck Histrionicus histrionicus 3 5 3   4       
Surf Scoter Melanitta perspicillata   6  30        
White-winged Scoter Melanitta deglandi deglandi 100   1  2       
Hooded Merganser Lophodytes cucullatus       18     2 
Goosander  Mergus merganser         8 8 2  
Turkey Vulture  Cathartes aura             
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  September 2008 
Common name Scientific name 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Osprey  Pandion haliaetus  1           
Bald Eagle  Haliaeetus leucocephalus             
Northern Harrier  Circus cyaneus            4 
Red-tailed Hawk  Buteo jamaicensis 1           2 
Merlin  Falco columbarius            1 
Peregrine Falcon  Falco peregrinus  1           
American Coot  Fulica americana           4  
Black Oystercatcher Haematopus bachmani 8 12           
Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola    1         
Semipalmated Plover Charadrius semipalmatus    1         
Killdeer  Charadrius vociferus            1 
Long-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus scolopaceus 10 10 10         80
Greater Yellowlegs Tringa melanoleuca  1          12
Black Turnstone Arenaria melanocephala  3 12  H        
Sanderling Calidris alba  53 15 1         
Western Sandpiper Calidris mauri  6 1 2   4     1 
Least Sandpiper Calidris minutilla    3   2      
Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus   3  6        
Arctic Skua Stercorarius parasiticus 2     2       
Heermann's Gull Larus heermanni  20 2          
Mew Gull  Larus canus             
Ring-billed Gull Larus delawarensis             
California Gull  Larus californicus             
Glaucous-winged Gull Larus glaucescens             
Western Gull  Larus occidentalis  2           
American Herring Gull Larus argentatus smithsonianus             
Bonaparte's Gull Larus philadelphia    40  50       
Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia 4            
Common Guillemot  Uria aalge             
Pigeon Guillemot  Cepphus columba  2    30       
Marbled Murrelet Brachyramphus marmoratus  1    2       
Cassin's Auklet  Ptychoramphus aleuticus      4       
Rhinoceros Auklet Cerorhinca monocerata  20 8   100       
Tufted Puffin Fratercula cirrhata  2           
Mourning Dove  Zenaida macroura  1           
Vaux's Swift  Chaetura vauxi     3        
Rufous Hummingbird Selasphorus rufus    1         
Belted Kingfisher Megaceryle alcyon  2   2 2   2   1 
Red-breasted Sapsucker  Sphyrapicus ruber        2     
Hairy Woodpecker  Picoides villosus  1    1     1  
Northern Rough-winged Swallow Stelgidopteryx serripennis            1 
Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica     1       50
Buff-bellied Pipit  Anthus rubescens 3           8 
Cedar Waxwing  Bombycilla cedrorum  20 4        30 6 
American Dipper  Cinclus mexicanus 1      2 3 2 2   
Marsh Wren  Cistothorus palustris            3 
Bewick's Wren  Thryomanes bewickii   H        1 1 
American Robin  Turdus migratorius             
Swainson's Thrush  Catharus ustulatus    1         
Golden-crowned Kinglet  Regulus satrapa             
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  September 2008 
Common name Scientific name 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Bushtit  Psaltriparus minimus             
Black-capped Chickadee  Poecile atricapilla             
Chestnut-backed Chickadee  Poecile rufescens             
Red-breasted Nuthatch Sitta canadensis H H 1 3        1 
Brown Creeper  Certhia americana H H H       H  1 
Steller's Jay  Cyanocitta stelleri             
Northwestern Crow Corvus caurinus             
Common Raven  Corvus corax             
Hutton's Vireo  Vireo huttoni  H  2         
Purple Finch  Carpodacus purpureus            3 
House Finch  Carpodacus mexicanus             
Common Crossbill  Loxia curvirostra  6 H   4 H H     
Pine Siskin  Carduelis pinus   1 2  20    10   
American Goldfinch  Carduelis tristis  1          2 
Orange-crowned Warbler  Vermivora celata 1           1 
Yellow Warbler  Dendroica petechia  4 8          
Yellow-rumped Warbler  Dendroica coronata   1         16
Common Yellowthroat  Geothlypis trichas   1   1      4 
Spotted Towhee  Pipilo maculatus            6 
Fox Sparrow  Passerella iliaca   1      2   4 
Song Sparrow  Melospiza melodia             
Lincoln's Sparrow  Melospiza lincolnii            8 
White-crowned Sparrow  Zonotrichia leucophrys    1 4       5 
Dark-eyed Junco  Junco hyemalis      1 1     1 
Red-winged Blackbird  Agelaius phoeniceus            200
Brewer's Blackbird Euphagus cyanocephalus            6 

 

Receive our e-newsletter

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 
tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 
 

Naturetrek Facebook

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 
touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans. Setting up a personal profile 
at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is now live; do please pay us a 
visit!  
 

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485



