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Tour Leaders:   Lee Morgan  Naturetrek Leader & Naturalist 

    Tony Greenfield  Local Guide & Naturalist  

  

Participants:    Doug Yelland            

    Arthur Brown   

Audrey Brown    

    Mark Curtis      

    Alyson Curtis  

    Peter Jenkins   

    Susan Jenkins  

Day 1  Saturday 24th September 

We travelled from Heathrow direct to Vancouver. A 1hr delay did not help matters but the group still arrived in 

good spirits to meet Lee and Tony in the airport. After a quick look at a Glaucous-winged Gull (our first new 

species of the trip) we all boarded the minibus and made our way across town to Tsawwassen where we checked 

into our hotel for the evening and chose our first meal (approximately the size of Canada!) in the restaurant next 

door to the hotel before getting an early night.  

Day 2  Sunday 25th September 

It was a slightly cloudy start to the day but we enjoyed a leisurely breakfast before loading the van for a short trip 

down the road to catch the ferry across to Vancouver Island. A brief scan at the ferry terminal started the days 

birdwatching with rafts of Great Northern Divers (Common Loon), a few Surf Scooter, Great Blue Heron, 

Greater Scaup and some really nice views of winter plumage Slavonian (Horned) and Red-necked Grebes. Once 

on board the ferry we headed up to the open sun deck to have a quick scan around the ferry terminal before 

departure where we foond numerous Black Turnstones, Glaucous-winged and Ring-billed Gulls, Surfbirds as 

well as Brandts, Pelagic and Double-crested Cormorants. We also get some lovely views of our first mammal of 

the trip….a plump Harbour Seal hauled out on the harbour wall alongside the ferry. 

 

En route the weather stayed kind to us as the cloud began to clear and, once the wind wais behind us, we were 

able to watch from the sun deck (out of the wind) all the way across. Despite the perfect conditions there was 

little wildlife action on the sea during the crossing apart from the occasional flurry of gulls and a few dozen 

Harbour Seals on a raft of logs as we entered Departure Bay.  

 

From Nanaimo we headed north before joining the long road that would take us west to Tofino. We managed to 

spot numerous Ravens the odd Turkey Vulture, before we stopped for lunch at Little Qualicum Falls. A short 

walk through the forest in the warmth of the afternoon provided us all with some lovely views of the parks 

waterfalls. There was very little bird activity apart from the sound of the odd Brown Creeper and numerous 

Crossbills high up in the trees (as the unseasonably good weather meant that most birds were still at altitude) but 

we all enjoyed the chance to stretch our legs, take a closer look at some of the forest flora and have a wonderful 

picnic lunch in the shade of a large gazebo before hitting the road once more.   
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A brief stop at Cathedral Grove to admire the wonderful old growth forest and the sites truly magnificent trees 

broke up the remainder of our journey west to Tofino as well as providing us with the opportunity to catch a 

brief glimpse of a Northern Flicker, calling from high in the trees. We arrived in Tofino and after quickly 

checking into our hotel and dumping our bags in our rooms, we make our way down for dinner. Fortunately, 

despite running a little later than we had hoped, there was still enough daylight to admire the scenery and have a 

quick look around the harbour before dinner on the harbour front in the Blue Heron Restaurant.  

 

Day 3  Monday 26th September 

Most people woke early to the sounds of a wild stormy morning with gale force winds and pounding rain so we 

started our day with a leisurely (and rather massive) breakfast at the Blue Heron Restaurant, giving us a little time 

to see how the storm progressed and a chance to rethink some of the day’s activities. Unfortunately we saw little 

but rain, rain and more rain from the windows of the restaurant and the extreme weather conditions meant there 

was little chance of going on our scheduled early morning whale trip. This was naturally quite a disappointment 

for the whole group who were looking forward to a mornings whale watching (but the news actually came as 

light relief for those of us who knew that the relatively sheltered waters of Clayoquot inlet were disguising a 

dangerous and messy 20ft swell just a little way around the coast!) but the whole group maintained high spirits as 

we discussed our options for the day. Unfortunately, a scheduled power outage for the whole peninsula was 

scuppering all our alternative our plans for any indoor activities too leaving us little choice but to venture out 

with full survival gear (with only a slight hope that we might get out on a bear watch later in the afternoon) and 

see what the day would bring us.  

 

Well the day certainly threw everything at us for most of our short mini bus journey along the road down to 

Ucluelet, with storm force winds that rattled the van and torrential rain that made it difficult to see the road in 

front of us! (…all exciting fun for us as passengers, for all but Tony who was driving!).  A quick stop in Ucluelet 

Harbour to see if the aquarium was open proved to be fruitless so after a quick look at the gulls in the harbour 

we headed on to take a look at how the storm was progressing out on the exposed peninsular at Amphitrite 

Point. This proved to be the best choice we could have made. The rain had stopped and we were able to walk 

the coastal path and watch the most amazing pacific coastal storm that whipped the sea into foam and sent giant 

waves thumping into the offshore islands; sending showers of sea spray crashing into the treetops.  These were 

some of the best storm watching conditions that any of us had ever seen and everyone was thrilled to be able to 

witness such a unique spectacle. We even managed to spot a few birds too and we watched as small groups of 

Whimbrel, Long-billed Dowitcher, Greater Scaup, Pintail and Surf Scoter struggle against the raging 80mph head 

winds and along the deep troughs between the giant waves.  

  

It had turned out to be an amazing morning but once back at the vehicle we decided to seek some shelter for 

lunch and stopped to get warmed up with soup and a sandwich back at the hotel (which happened to be the only 

place on the peninsula that still had some power). After lunch the storm broke and we were treated to the signs 

of clearing blue skies and we all kept our fingers crossed that we would be able to go on the afternoons bear 

watch.  While we waited for confirmation of this, we took a look around the harbour front where we spotted a 

young Raccoon under the restaurant piles, a song sparrow displaying to itself in the wing mirror of a nearby car, 

Savannah Sparrow, Belted Kingfishers and several Bald Eagles. With improving weather conditions all the time 

our afternoon’s trip was confirmed and hurriedly prepared ourselves for an afternoon’s bear-watching in 

Clayoquat Inlet. 
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At 4pm we boarded the covered Rib down on Jamies dock and by 4.15pm we zoomed out into the inlet in near 

perfect conditions with flat calm waters and clear blue skies providing us with amazing views of the forested 

mountain scenery all around us. It did not take too long for us to find bears either and we were treated to some 

lovely views of 7 different Black Bears including a nice close encounter with a female and two cubs and a small 

yearling bear that we watch at very close range as it tumbled sizable boulders on the lower shore before returning 

to the edge of the forest where we watched it munching on Salal berries. We also got some nice views of 

American Mink, Harbour Seals and even our first glimpse of a huge bull Steller Sea Lion as well as a few new 

bird species including Pacific Diver, Western Sandpipers, Green-winged Teal and Common Merganser. It was a 

perfect end to our day’s activities and given our forced break from the itinerary, things could not have worked 

out better.  

 

 We drew our day to a close with a delicious candle-lit meal in the Shelter Restaurant over the road from the 

hotel giving us ample opportunity to reminisce over our favourite sightings of the day. 

Day 4  Tuesday 27th September 

It was a glorious start to the day with clear conditions and sunny skies but, with the tail end of the storm still 

having an impact on the western shore of the peninsular, we were all wondering how rough our rescheduled 

whale watching trip out would be. Keeping our fingers crossed we boarded the boat and departed the harbour at 

about 10am. Our journey started well with a gentle cruise out along the sheltered side of the Clayoquot Sound 

where we spotted a few Pacific and Great Northern Divers and lots of Red-necked Grebes too. The water in the 

sound was flat calm, with gloriously clear skies, but the 6-8 metre swell on the sea outside the sound was kicking 

up spectacular surf along the distant skyline making everyone a little apprehensive about what lay ahead. 

Nonetheless, the experienced Jamies crew skilfully negotiated the islets and swells, slowly picking their way 

around the coast in search of whales. En route we spotted numerous Sea Otters but few were very approachable 

and we eventually found 5 Grey Whales feeding in a sheltered, shallow bay and watched them at quite close 

range as they surfaced and fluked close to the boat, before we eventually made our way back to the harbour.  

 

Back in Tofino we stopped for a bite of lunch under the shelter of a gazebo in one of the towns parks before 

taking the chance to grab a cup of coffee and take a quick look around town (where most people took the 

opportunity to have a good look around the first nation art gallery by Roy Henry Vickers). After lunch we made 

our way down the coast towards Ucluelet once more where we stopped in at the Wickaninnish visitor centre to 

watch the massive surf rolling in over long beach and to have a look around the centre. We did not stop for very 

long because, acting on a local tip off, we were all quite enthusiastic to investigate a new location that we had 

been told ‘had some great potential for watching Black Bears catching salmon’. So we headed off down some 

long gravel roads in search of the new site. We were a little apprehensive about the sites potential but it was not 

long before we spotted a bear walking along a private logging track. We did not watch it for long before it 

disappeared into the dense undergrowth but we were certainly spurred on to investigate further.  

 

At the end of the road we found a small collection of cars and a few people (mostly locals) looking down over a 

bridge and we hurriedly emptied out of the van to take our place alongside them. What followed can only be 

described as some of the most extraordinary bear watching we could have ever hoped for and we watch as 4 

large, solitary Black Bears and one female with a cub occupied their time catching large Coho Salmon around a 

beautiful water fall and estuary.  
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For several hours we watched as bears fought over salmon, climbed trees, and walked within just a few metres of 

us. At one point the bear cub even climbed up onto the bridge where we were standing and walked nonchalantly 

past a dozen people’s feet only to make a sudden dash for cover; inadvertently bowling over an unsuspecting 

photographer in the process. This, naturally, resulted in some uncontrollable fits of giggles in our group (all of 

whom had the good sense to keep their wits about them and remain a respectful distance from the bears) but it 

was clearly time for everyone to take a few steps back when mum decided to then do exactly the same thing!. It 

was bear-watching at its absolute best and an experience that none of us will forget in a hurry. It was also one of 

those moments that made everyone realise that they had not brought nearly enough memory cards for this trip!  

 

After a long but lovely afternoon, and with fading light, we opted to leave the bears to their fishing and we 

returned excitedly to our hotel, still chuckling amongst ourselves about the close encounters with bears that we 

had all witnessed. We finished our busy day with another huge meal in the Blue Heron Restaurant before making 

our way to bed. 

Day 5  Wednesday 28th September 

After an early breakfast and the prospect of long day of travelling ahead we left the hotel bright and early to 

make best use of the beautiful morning’s sun. A quick stop in at Long Beach provided everyone with a brief 

chance to see the beach in the sun, and with an outgoing tide too, it provided some wonderful last minute views 

of the ‘not so wild’ pacific coast. A quick scan around the car park provided some improved bird watching too  

with Yellow Warbler, Orange crowned Warbler, Savannah, Golden-crowned and Fox Sparrow seen flitting 

through the bushes.   

 

Our journey took us back to Port Alberni where we stopped for a quick coffee and watched Turkey Vultures 

circling over town before heading on. A stop at Miracle Beach for lunch provided an opportunity for a little 

birding and we got nice views of some large flocks of Chestnut-backed Chickadees and Golden-crowned 

Kinglets and American Robins feeding in the forest trees while a Greater White-fronted Goose, small flocks of 

Surf Scoter, American Widgeon, Harlequin Ducks, Red-necked Grebes, Loons and even a few Grey (Black-

bellied) Plovers were spotted along the shoreline. As we headed further, a quick stop at Oyster Bay provides us 

with some lovely additional views of Killdeer, Western Sandpiper, Long-billed Dowitchers, and some closer 

looks at summer plumage Pacific Divers. We even managed to spot a few porpoises that made for a nice 

afternoons travel. 

 

The remainder of the journey was rather uneventful and we arrived in Zeballos a little after 6pm just in time to 

enjoy a fantastic meal at Cedar’s Inn before turning in for the evening.   

 

Day 6 Thursday 29the September 

With the prospect of a hurricane forecast for the day ahead we all started the day optimistically looking out on 

calm conditions and some signs of blue skies ahead. We all enjoyed a hearty breakfast and took a leisurely walk 

through the tiny town to the harbour where we boarded a small aluminium skiff for our trip out into the inlet to 

see Sea Otters. Fortunately, the rather gloomy forecast proved to be wrong once again and we enjoy a wonderful 

morning out in the calm waters of the inlet with numerous close sightings of Sea Otters and their pups giving us 

ample opportunities to watch them , sleeping, cleaning themselves and even cracking shellfish.  
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As well as this we also had some fantastic views of Bald Eagles, Seals, Sea Lions, Porpoises, Black Bears and 

even a solitary Wolf eating a salmon and chasing off a Black Bear. It was a truly wonderful morning out on the 

water.  

 

After a relaxed lunch and some time on the outside deck enjoying the afternoon sunshine we decided to take a 

walk through the local woodland nature reserve. We crossed the bridge, taking time to watch the masses of 

Chum and Coho Salmon running in the rapids below, before making our way through the woodlands and out 

along a bear track to a sandbar on the edge of the river where we find some lovely fresh Black Bear tracks and 

take a closer look at some fresh bear scat. Being close to the river gave us an excellent opportunity to watch 

American Dippers and even a family of American Martens foraging along the edges of the river.  

 

After a little while we returned to the hotel to take the minibus out to look for beavers on the rivers and ponds 

up the road. This part of our day proved unsuccessful so we headed back down to the mouth of the river where 

we watched Bald Eagles squabbling over fish, some lovely summer plumage Hooded Mergansers and, somewhat 

predictably by now, yet another Black Bear that took a stroll out onto the marsh in front of us to graze the 

sedges and to check out the river entrance for salmon. We left the marsh, contented with our sightings for the 

day but opted to take one last (unsuccessful) look for beavers before heading back to the hotel for the evening.  

Day 7 Friday 30th September 

We woke up to a rather overcast sky but the clouds soon cleared and people were up bright and early enjoying 

the warming sun. After breakfast we said our goodbyes to Zeballos and headed northwards to Telegraph Cove.  

Our trip was quiet and uneventful but the forested mountains provided a picturesque backdrop to our morning’s 

journey. We made a quick stop around the Beaver Cove log-sort to provide everyone with an interesting insight 

into the logging industry in the area before eventually making our way to the picturesque harbour of Telegraph 

Cove ready for our scheduled whale watching trip. We stopped for a quick bite of lunch in the killer whale café 

but lunch was delayed by the arrival of a family of River Otters that decided to climb out onto the dock just in 

front of the restaurant, providing a worthwhile distraction (not only to us but everyone else in the restaurant 

too!) but resulting in us having to wolf down our lunches before racing over to the dock so as not to miss our 

whale watch!  

 

We spent the afternoon on the waters of the Johnstone Strait and Blackfish Sound in absolutely perfect 

conditions with bright sun, a flat calm sea and thousands of seabirds including Rhinoceros Auklets, Ancient and 

Marbled Murrelets, Red-necked Phalaropes, Pigeon Guillemots, Common Murres (Guillemots), Kittiwakes, 

California Gulls, Glaucous-winged Gulls (even a solitary adult, summer plumage Iceland Gull) and hundreds of 

Mew Gulls active on the water, and we did not have to wait very long before the whales put in a show too. 

Literally dozens of Humpback Whales stole the show for most of the afternoon as they lunged through shoals of 

Pilchards, sending clamorous flocks of gulls and murres flying in all directions. A few closer encounters with the 

boat also provided everyone with the chance to get a closer look at the whales’ barnacle encrusted heads and the 

opportunity for some iconic whale fluke photographs. It was a truly wonderful afternoon and we were all a little 

disappointed that the resident populations of Orcas were nowhere to be found (having no Orca sightings was a 

first for even the most experienced on the boat!).  
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Nevertheless there was plenty to see as we cruised around the islands with some lovely views of more Stellers Sea 

Lions, Harbour Seals and, as we headed back into harbour, a huge group of beautiful Pacific White-sided 

Dolphins decided to play around the boat!  It was a wonderful end to a great afternoon on the water.  

 

Back at Telegraph Cove we all took some time to have a look around the wonderful little Whale Museum and its 

fascinating collection of marine mammal bones and whale artefacts, before eventually heading back to the hotel. 

After a little time to relax and reorganise our things (ready for the next day’s trip up to Great Bear Lodge) we 

ended our day in the Northern Lights Restaurant opposite our hotel and discussed our plans for the days ahead. 

Day 8 Saturday 1st October 

We had a relaxed start to the day as we met in the hotel breakfast room and chatted about the days activities over 

a cup of coffee before loading up the vehicles, putting together our packed lunches, and heading north from 

Port McNeill up to Port Hardy. Before hitting the highway we stopped to take a look at Port McNeills greatest 

claim to global fame …‘the world’s largest burl’. Not ‘Burl Ives’ (as was suggested by Doug) but a giant Spruce 

burr (in English), at least 10-15ft in diameter. While not the most exciting tourist attraction in the world, it is 

certainly one of the quirkiest and a very impressive piece of wood too!   

 

Heading on we stopped at Cluxewe campground and took a little walk alongside the estuary where, amongst  

other things, we got some great views of Northern Harrier, Greater White-fronted Goose, summer plumage 

Harlequin Ducks, Lesser Yellowlegs as well as good numbers of Sparrows, American Pipits,  Sanderling, and 

even a surprise Pacific Golden Plover and a an American Golden Plover. We even got a nice look at a Douglas 

Squirrel before making our way up to our lunch stop overlooking the Quatse Estuary near Port Hardy.  

 

After lunch we took a little time to enjoy the afternoon sunshine and do some light bird watching around the 

estuary before heading over to the float plane dock to get ready for our flight. Beautiful sunny conditions made 

for a fantastic flight and we got wonderful views of the mountains and inlets, and the chance to see the vast 

expanses of coastal forest wilderness from the air, before we eventually set down alongside the lodge where we 

were met by our new hosts and escorted to our rooms. After some brief introductions to the lodge and a quick 

safety talk (all over a cup of tea and some fantastic homemade snacks of course) we were all ready for our first 

trip out to see the bears. After donning our camouflaged, thermal suits (provided by the lodge) we climbed 

aboard the yellow school bus and set off along the bumpy tracks towards the first hide.  

 

Our first introduction to watching the Grizzly Bears could not have been better and the groups’ impeccable 

behaviour in the hide facilitated some breathtakingly close viewing, of an adult female bear with two cubs of the 

year (‘coy’) that spent most of the evening fishing right in front of the hide. As the light began to fade we left the 

bears in peace, climbed back on board the bus and headed back along the bumpy track to the lodge where a 

wonderful meal awaited us.  

Day 9 Sunday 2nd October 

The morning started well with a lovely breakfast and bright sunny skies with the promise of good weather for the 

day ahead but a morning spell in the lower hide proved to be a little slower than the previous evening (allowing 

some people the chance to catch up on their sleep).  
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Nonetheless, the keen birders in the group enjoyed some nice views of Thayers Gull, Common Mergansers, 

American Dipper, and Spotted Sandpiper. Some people even managed to catch a brief glimpse of an American 

Marten visiting the river bank before a couple of bears put in a brief show towards the end of our session. We 

encountered a few more bears, loads of Varied Thrushes and even a couple of lovely Ruffed Grouse as we 

travelled along the road back to the lodge and after a quick snack and a cup of coffee we were eager to start the 

next session of the day; a chance to experience the Great Bear Rainforest on foot.  

 

Well our walk certainly got off to a flying start when, just a few hundred yards from the lodge, we encountered 

‘Geoffrey’, a rather large and normally quite predictable black bear, that was making his way down the track 

towards us and seemed very reluctant to give way to us. This gave us all a chance, not only to get a great look at 

the bear, but also to witness the skills and experience of our local guides as they ‘politely’ insisted that Geoffrey 

got off the track and let us go past. It was an exciting moment for us all but we all felt a little sorry for Geoffrey 

when we found out that he had just been beaten up by a bigger bear a little further up the track and was only 

trying to get away as quickly as possible. 

 

We continued our walk along the track and through the forest without any further bear encounters but with 

American Robins, Hammonds Flycatchers, Hairy Woodpeckers, Varied Thrushes, Hermit Thrushes, Lincolns 

Sparrows and some really great views of Townsends Warbler, the bird-watching proved to be quite absorbing. 

We also had the chance to take a short walk along a bear trail and take a closer look at a variety of bear tracks 

and feeding signs.  

 

It had been an exciting morning and we were all ready for some food when we returned to the lodge for lunch, 

but after a little rest and relaxation most of us were eager to head out to the hides once more. On approaching 

the hide we could see that there were already bears in the river close by and we did not have to wait long before 

we were watching several different female bears, some with cubs and one with two large yearlings. We watched 

as the bears were fishing and digging for salmon eggs in the gravel in the river in front of us and, on several 

occasions, held our breath as bears were just a few feet in front of us. It was another busy session in the hide 

with a total of 9 different bears active in front of the hide throughout the course of the evening! We returned to 

the warmth and comfort of the lodge and endd our day with some great food and glass or two of local wine. 

Day 10 Monday 3rd October 

It was another beautiful sunny start to the day. Once again our morning’s trip to the bear watching hide turned 

out to be a success with grizzly activity on the road and in front of the hide. The bird watching proved successful 

too with increasing numbers of Bald Eagles congregating around the river margins, several Sharp-shinned Hawks 

that persistently pestered the crow and gulls as they picked at bits of dead salmon on the river bank, and a few 

warblers (such as Yellow-rumped and Wilsons Warbler) starting to move through the trees. But it was not long 

before the weather changed a little and it was time to return to the lodge. 

 

On our return to the lodge we stopped to check some mammal traps, giving everyone a chance to have a good 

look at a North American Deermouse. Susanna also showed us a bear wallow (used by the male bears in the 

spring) and gave us a wonderfully enthusiastic recreation of how the male bears create their ‘stomp trails’ (a 

demonstration that none of us will ever forget!).   
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After a leisurely snack and a cup of coffee it was time to start the comical process of putting on our waterproofs 

(most of which had to be fitted over the large thermal suits that everyone had taken a liking to) and, complete 

with sowesters, we prepared ourselves for an afternoon trip out on the boats. Well, the changeable weather 

conditions did little to dampen our spirits (particularly as we could not feel it under all our layers) and we enjoyed 

some great views of Osprey, visited the spectacular waterfall in ‘Pirates Cove’ and got to have a good look at 

some of the beautiful estuary habitats where the bears spend their spring fattening up on the lush sedges. The 

trip added a whole new perspective on the ecology of the bears in the valley and we all enjoyed it 

immensely…but in the increasing rain and blustery squalls we were all quite happy when it was time to return to 

the lodge for lunch.  

 

It was not long before it was time for another bear watch and we prepared ourselves for another trip to the 

hides. Before leaving the lodge we managed to spot a solitary Barrows Goldeneye that was lingering around the 

mouth of the estuary and, a few stops on our way up to the hide provided us with some nice views of bears 

feeding in the river. We were lucky enough to enjoy another action packed few hours in the hide with at least 5 

bears seen throughout the course of the evening, and with two more grizzlies encountered on our return journey 

back to the lodge, we were all very pleased with our efforts for the day! 

Day 11 Tuesday 4th October 

Having rained throughout the night, it was a reasonably bright start to the day with the promise of nicer weather 

to come and we headed out to the hide eager to make the best use of our last day. Well the high water level had 

had a remarkable impact on the river level and our last session in the hide was rather slow. With only a couple of 

bears seen briefly at a distance, it was not the kind of bear watching that we had become accustomed to. 

However, our session in the hide ended on an exciting note when a female and very curious cub walked right 

past the door of the hide before wandering silently off into the forest.  

 

After lunch we got kitted up for another boat trip out into the estuary and headed out onto flat calm water 

surrounded by clear blue skies. Not only perfect to view the wonderful scenery but we encountered two large 

Black Bears feeding on the banks of the estuary and had some amazingly close encounters with a rather friendly 

Stellers Sea Lion too. In addition to this the estuary was stuffed with birds, providing us with some excellent 

views of Merlin, Sharp-shinned Hawks and Osprey as well as numerous ducks and geese. It was fantastic 

conditions for viewing the estuary and a wonderful way to draw our stay at Great Bear Lodge to a close.  

 

The afternoon’s floatplane trip back from the lodge proved to be a little more eventful than our journey in. 

Strong winds at the entrance to Smith Inlet made for a very bouncy ride back to Port Hardy. Nevertheless, we all 

made it back in one piece, and were happy to see Tony waiting to pick us up at the landing jetty.  A quick load up 

of the luggage and we were onboard the bus and making our way back down to Port McNeill once again. After a 

little time to relax, we headed over to the Northern Lights Restaurant for dinner.  

Day 12 Wednesday 5th October 

We started the day with breakfast in the Black Bear Motel before loading up the van ready for our departure.  
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We enjoyed a little relaxed birding around the motel car park while everyone got themselves organised for the 

journey, which provided us with some nice views of Golden-crowned, White-crowned, Song and Fox Sparrows 

and a really good look at Wilsons and Orange-crowned Warblers. Having set off in good time we made a mid 

morning rest stop at Tim Hortons in Cambell River and took the chance for a quick cup of coffee before hitting 

the road once more, heading south to Nanaimo. We stopped for lunch at Buttertubs Marsh for a quick walk and 

some light birding. As always, the bird watching in this area provided us with some good views of some different 

species including Pied-billed Grebe, Wood Ducks, Red-winged Blackbird and even a brief flyby of two Pileated 

Woodpeckers. But it was not long before we had to make tracks and we headed to the ferry terminal for our trip 

back to Vancouver.  

 

Our ferry journey from Nanaimo, once again allowed some perfect viewing conditions, but our journey was 

largely uneventful with just a few sightings of Harbour Porpoise and lots of Harbour Seals as we travelled across 

the Straits of Georgia. We arrived back in Tsawwasen in good time and finished the day with a meal together in 

the bar next to the hotel before making our way to bed.  

Day 13 Thursday 6th October 

It was a nice start to the day in Tsawwasen, although an overcast sky made it feel a little cold as we set off from 

the hotel en route to Reifel Bird Sanctuary. Our bird watching started early with a nice view of a peregrine 

perched on the top of a house as we drove across Delta, and our walk around the reserve started well with the 

ponds and margins buzzing with activity. Flocks of Evening Grosbeaks, Red-winged Blackbirds, Ruby-crowned 

Kinglets and Black-headed Chickadees filled the bushes while a walk around the ponds and marshes provided us 

with wonderful views of huge flocks of Snow Geese, Long-billed Dowitchers, Greater and Lesser Yellowlegs 

and some ridiculously close encounters with Sandhill Cranes.  

 

We enjoyed lunch in the reserve before making our way across town for our afternoon around Vancouver and a 

quick walk along the edge of Stanley Park. It was a wonderful way to end the trip before we eventually headed 

back to the airport where we said our farewells to Tony before catching our flights home.  

Day 14 Friday 7th October 

Arrive London 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans. Setting up a personal profile 

at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is now live; do please pay us a 

visit!  

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485


Canada - The West  Tour Report 

 

 

10  © Naturetrek     December 11 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Sea Otter 

Black Bear with Salmon 



Tour Report  Canada - The West 

 

 

© Naturetrek     December 11 1 
 

Species Lists 

Birds (= recorded but not counted; h = heard only) 

      September/October 

  Common name Scientific name 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 1 2 3 4 5 6 

1 Pacific Loon Gavia pacifica                     

2 Common Loon (G N Diver) Gavia immer                     

3 Pied-billed Grebe Podilymbus podiceps                          

4 Horned (Slavonian) Grebe Podiceps auritus                      

5 Sooty Shearwater Puffinus griseus                          

6 Double-crested Cormorant Phalacrocorax auritus                     

7 Brandt's Cormorant Phalacrocorax penicillatus                    

8 Pelagic Cormorant Phalacrocorax pelagicus                     

9 Great Blue Heron Ardea herodias              

10 Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura                        

11 Greater White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons                        

12 Canada Goose Branta canadensis                  

13 Snow Goose Chen caerulescens                          

14 Trumpeter Swan Cygnus buccinator                        

15 Wood Duck Aix sponsa                         

16 Gadwall Anas strepera                          

17 American Wigeon Anas americana                     

18 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos                    

19 Blue-winged Teal Anas discors                          

20 Northern Shoveler Anas clypeata                        

21 Northern Pintail Anas acuta                        

22 Green-winged Teal Anas crecca                   

23 Ring-necked Duck Aythya collaris                         

24 Greater Scaup Aythya marila                        

25 Harlequin Duck Histrionicus histrionicus                      

26 Surf Scoter Melanitta perspicillata                  

27 White-winged Scoter Melanitta fusca                     

28 Black Scoter Melanitta nigra                          

29 Barrow's Goldeneye Bucephala islandica                          
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      September/October 

  Common name Scientific name 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 1 2 3 4 5 6 

30 Hooded Merganser Lophodytes cucullatus                       

31 Common Merganser (Goosander) Mergus merganser                

32 Osprey Pandion haliaetus                        

33 Bald Eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus                

34 Northern (Hen) Harrier Circus cyaneus                         

35 Sharp-shinned Hawk Accipiter striatus                      

36 Cooper's Hawk Accipiter cooperii                          

37 Red-tailed Hawk Buteo jamaicensis                       

38 Merlin Falco columbarius                        

39 Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus                          

40 Ruffed Grouse Bonasa umbellus                          

41 Virginia Rail Rallus limicola                         h 

42 American Coot Fulica americana                         

43 Sandhill Crane Grus canadensis         1               32 

44 Black-bellied Plover Pluvialis squatarola                         

45 Pacific Golden Plover Pluvialis fulva                          

46 American Golden Plover  Pluvialis dominica                          

47 Killdeer Charadrius vociferus                         

48 Black Oystercatcher Haematopus bachmani                   

49 Greater Yellowlegs Tringa melanoleuca                          

50 Lesser Yellowlegs Tringa flavipes                         

51 Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularia                       

52 Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus                          

53 Black Turnstone Arenaria melanocephala                       

54 Surfbird Aphriza virgata                          

55 Sanderling Calidris alba                         

56 Western Sandpiper Calidris mauri                       

57 Least Sandpiper Calidris minutilla                          

58 Long-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus scolopaceus                        

59 Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus                          

60 Parasitic Jaeger (Arctic Skua) Stercorarius parasiticus                          

61 Heermann's Gull Larus heermanni                         
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      September/October 

  Common name Scientific name 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 1 2 3 4 5 6 

62 Mew (Common) Gull Larus canus                

63 Ring-billed Gull Larus delawarensis                       

64 California Gull Larus californicus              

65 Iceland Gull Larus glaucoides             1             

66 Thayer's Gull Larus thayeri                 2 2       

67 American Herring Gull Larus smithsonianus                        

68 Glaucous-winged Gull Larus glaucescens              

69 Black-legged Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla                         

70 Common Tern Sterna hirundo                         

71 Common Murre (Guillemot) Uria aalge                      

72 Pigeon Guillemot Cepphus columba                    

73 Marbled Murrelet Brachyramphus marmoratus                        

74 Ancient Murrelet Synthliboramphus antiquus                          

75 Rhinoceros Auklet Cerorhinca monocerata                         

76 Feral Pigeon Columba livia                       

77 Band-tailed Pigeon Columba fasciata                         

78 Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto                       

79 Belted Kingfisher Ceryle alcyon                  

80 Red-breasted Sapsucker Sphyrapicus ruber                          

81 Hairy Woodpecker Picoides villosus                         

82 Northern Flicker Colaptes auratus    h h       h h   

83 Pileated Woodpecker Dryocopus pileatus                         

84 Hammond's Flycatcher Empidonax hammondii                         

85 Hutton's Vireo Vireo huttoni                          

86 Steller's Jay Cyanocitta stelleri                 

87 Northwestern Crow Corvus caurinus              

88 Common Raven Corvus corax               

89 Black-capped Chickadee Poecile atricapillus                          

90 Chestnut-backed Chickadee Poecile rufescens                    

91 Red-breasted Nuthatch Sitta canadensis                          

92 Brown Creeper Certhia americana     h h                  

93 Bewick's Wren Thryomanes bewickii                          
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      September/October 

  Common name Scientific name 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 1 2 3 4 5 6 

94 Pacific Wren Troglodytes pacificus     h h h h       h     h 

95 Marsh Wren Cistothorus palustris                          

96 American Dipper Cinclus mexicanus                      

97 Golden-crowned Kinglet Regulus satrapa   h    h h     h    

98 Ruby-crowned Kinglet Regulus calendula                          

99 Hermit Thrush Catharus guttatus                        

100 American Robin Turdus migratorius      h           

101 Varied Thrush Ixoreus naevius             h        

102 European Starling Sturnus vulgaris                    

103 American Pipit Anthus rubescens                        

104 Orange-crowned Warbler Vermivora celata                      

105 Yellow Warbler Dendroica petechia                         

106 Yellow-rumped Warbler Dendroica coronata                      

107 Townsend's Warbler Dendroica townsendi                          

108 Common Yellowthroat Geothlypis trichas                       h h 

109 Wilson's Warbler Wilsonia pusilla                        

110 Spotted Towhee Pipilo maculatus         h               

111 Savannah Sparrow Passerculus sandwichensis                      

112 Fox Sparrow Passerella iliaca         h h h         

113 Song Sparrow Melospiza melodia                   

114 Lincoln's Sparrow Melospiza lincolnii                         

115 White-crowned Sparrow Zonotrichia leucophrys                         

116 Golden-crowned Sparrow Zonotrichia atricapilla                     

117 Dark-eyed Junco Junco hyemalis                  

118 Red-winged Blackbird Agelaius phoeniceus                        

119 Brewer's Blackbird Euphagus cyanocephalus                          

120 Purple Finch Carpodacus purpureus                          

121 House Finch Carpodacus mexicanus                       h  

122 Red Crossbill Loxia curvirostra   h h   h h              

123 Pine Siskin Carduelis pinus                        

124 American Goldfinch Carduelis tristis                          

125 Evening Grosbeak Coccothraustes coccothraustes                          
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      September/October 

  Common name Scientific name 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 1 2 3 4 5 6 

126 House Sparrow Passer domesticus                         

Mammals                             

1 Black Bear Ursus americanus     7 7   3     1 1 2     

2 Grizzly Bear Ursus horribilis               3 9 7+ 2     

3 Northern Racoon Procyon lotor     1                     

4 American Marten Martes americana           2            

5 Mink Mustela vison                         

6 Sea Otter Enhydea lutris       10+   30+               

7 River Otter Lutra canadensis       8     3             

8 Grey Wolf Canis lupus           1               

9 Steller's Sea Lion Eumetopias jubatus                     

10 California Sea Lion Zalophus californianus                          

11 Harbour Seal Phoca vitulina                   

12 Douglas Squirrel Tamiasciurus douglasi                 h h     

13 Eastern Grey Squirrel Sciurus carolinensis                          

14 North American Deermouse  Peromyscus maniculatus                         

15 Mule (Black-tailed) Deer Odocoileus hemionus                          

16 Pacific White-sided Dolphin Lagenorhynchus obliquidens             200+             

17 Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena                       

18 Eastern Pacific Grey Whale Eschrichtius gibbosus       5                   

19 Humpback Whale Megaptera novaeangliae             8+             

 


