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Tour Leader:   Lee Morgan  Naturetrek naturalist 

    Ken Walker   Local guide & naturalist 

 

Participants   Dave Goodger  

    Kim Goodger  

    David Aldridge 

    Jane Reid 

    Charles Kinsey  

    Arthur Brown  

    Pam Brown 

    Jacqui Squire 

    Gloria Douglas 

    Kev Gooding 

Day 1 Thursday 6th September 

We left a sunny day in London and it was great to arrive in an even warmer and sunnier Vancouver. We were 

met in the arrival lounge by local guides Ken and Dwayne before boarding our vehicles and making our way 

across town to the Tsawwassen West Coast Inn. There was not much birdlife en route apart from the odd 

American Crow and Glaucous–winged Gull but a nice view of a juvenile Northern Harrier as we passed over the 

Fraser River made the keen birders in the group very happy with the start to the holiday. We arrived at the hotel 

and were checked in by 4.30pm and most took the opportunity for a rest before meeting up for our evening 

meal at 6pm.   

Day 2 Friday 7th September 

Sunny, sunny, sunny!  This was a great start for sure. We started with a leisurely breakfast before clearing our 

rooms and loading the vehicles and heading to the ferry. A brief scan at the ferry terminal started the days 

wildlife watching, with rafts of Great Northern Divers, Surf and White-winged Scoters, Great Blue Herons, and 

plenty of Pelagic Cormorants.  On board the ferry we headed straight up to the open deck where a quick scan of 

the dockside revealed a few Black Turnstones, and lots of Glaucous-winged, California and Ring-billed Gulls.  

 

En route the weather stayed kind and we watched from the windy but warm sundeck all the way to Nanaimo. It 

was perfect conditions for the crossing but there was little in the sea or in the air apart from the odd gull and a 

few Turkey Vultures over the distant forested slopes of the islands ahead of us.  However, it was proving to be a 

good day for mammals and we had a wonderful view of a bull Steller's Sea Lion thrashing around with a Giant 

Pacific Octopus in its mouth which created some interest for a while. As we approached Nanaimo we also 

spotted a few dozen Harbour Seals hauled out on the beach below the lighthouse and, as we entered Departure 

Bay, we managed a brief glimpse of the odd harbour porpoise too. 
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Having left the ferry terminal, we headed north from Nanaimo before taking the road west towards Ucluelet. We 

spotted numerous Ravens and plenty of Turkey Vultures en route, before we eventually stopped for lunch at 

Little Qualicum Falls. A short walk through the forest and down to the water falls gave us all a chance to stretch 

our legs while our lunch was set out. The forests were fairly quiet but some lovely views of American Robins and 

American Dippers at the falls provided us with plenty to watch. Over lunch, things improved a little and we had 

some fantastic views of Red-breasted Nuthatch, Brown Creeper and numerous Chestnut-backed Chickadees 

before we packed up and moved on.  

 

An impromptu stop in Port Alberni provided the group with another chance to explore a little and while many 

made straight for the nearest Starbucks, a few of us walked some of the rough, dusty trails around the margins of 

town and were rewarded with some great views of Cedar Waxwings, American Robins and a Steller's Jay. 

However, it wasn’t long before the searing heat drove many of us back into town in search of refreshments and 

some air conditioning! The remainder of our journey was uneventful. We arrived a little later than expected at the 

hotel but we were soon checked into our rooms. Having taken a little time to settle in and have a little look 

around the harbour, we all met up once more to made our way over to a nearby restaurant where we were 

treated to a fantastic evening meal and a glass or two of some great BC wines.  

Day 3 Saturday 8th September 

We woke to dry and bright morning but a pre-breakfast walk around the harbour was limited a little by a dense 

fog patch that rolled in off the sea. We had breakfast in the Canadian Princess before heading to Jamie’s for our 

morning whale watch. We headed out into Barkley Sound and into the fog, passing some noisy California Sea 

Lions hauled out on the docks. Heading through the fog and out towards the Broken Island group we noticed  

plenty of seabirds on the water including Rhinoceros Auklets, Sooty Shearwaters, Pigeon Guillemots and even a 

few Cassin's Auklets too.  It was not long before the fog started to lift too and we spotted our first Grey Whale 

close to the edge of the Broken Island group. The whale came quite close and we watched it for a while before 

we were distracted by a Humpback fluking-slapping in the distance. Unfortunately the Humpback didn’t stick 

around but there were plenty of good birds around the islands including Bald Eagles, Belted Kingfishers, Black 

Oystercatchers, Harlequin Ducks and even a distant Osprey too. We check out a large Steller's Sea Lion colony 

before heading back to the dock. Back at the dock, a large bull California Sea Lion swam alongside the boat, 

begging for food and providing the keen photographers with some good photographic opportunities.  

 

After a leisurely picnic lunch close to the hotel, a few of us scanned the far shores of the sound in search of 

Black Bears and were lucky enough to see a female and cub close to an accessible section of shoreline on the far 

side of Barkley Sound. So, after meeting with the rest of the group, we all headed off to try to get a closer look.  

We investigated a small creek and hatchery in hope of finding Black Bears feeding on the river but, 

unfortunately, we found the creek devoid of bear activity. However, with a rising tide we were lucky enough to 

witness the front wave of a massive run of Chinook and Coho Salmon into the river and we all watched in 

amazement as wave upon wave of salmon surged into the narrow, shallow river on the crest of the rising tide.   

We watched in awe as the fish attempted to scale the river rapids and leap into the narrow outfall of the fish 

hatchery. However, after a couple of hours watching, (and still no sign of any Black Bears), we made the choice 

to head back.  
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Needless to say, that is exactly when Pam (and her amazingly sharp eyes!) spotted a bear on the far shore of the 

estuary and we watched through the scope as it foraged for crabs along the beach. It was a great end to the 

afternoon and after a long day; we headed back to the hotel happy and enjoyed a great meal in a local restaurant 

before turning in for the evening.  

 

Day 4 Sunday 9th September 

The day started damp and drizzly and it appeared to have settled in for the day. A little pre-breakfast birding 

around the harbour revealed the usual collection of Song Sparrows, Great Blue Herons, Belted Kingfishers and 

Bald Eagles but the rain soon drove most of us for cover before we got too wet. We started the day properly 

with a wonderful breakfast at the Black Rock giving us the chance to enjoy the fantastic views from the head of a 

surge channel on the west coast of the peninsula….all from the warm and dry comfort of the hotel’s beautifully 

located restaurant. After breakfast we headed down to Amphitrite Point and spent the morning on a short hike 

along the pacific coast trail enjoying the spectacular views across the misty forests and inlets. The birding in the 

forest was slow but for the occasional Steller's Jay and Hermit Thrush, and some frustratingly illusive Golden-

crowned Kinglets. However a scan along the shoreline found us some nice Black Turnstones, a Spotted 

Sandpiper and a solitary Long-billed Dowitcher. The damp conditions also meant that we were able to find some 

nice Banana Slugs; a very distinctive species of these temperate rainforests.  

 

After our walk we headed off to Tofino for an afternoon bear watching trip in an open zodiac. We all had great 

fun as we suited up in our bright red survival suits and we boarded the zodiac in high spirits. The clearing drizzle 

and flat calm seas looked promising and having motored slowly out of the harbour, we soon spotted two 

transient Orcas (and naturally…we forget about bears for a while). Our boat pilot, Eugene, manoeuvred us 

carefully and quietly and we were able to get some great close views and from the small boat we were really able 

to get a sense of scale of these immense ocean predators. Naturally we were happy to watch the orcas all day but 

there was more to see, so after one last fantastic close encounter we headed on around Meares Island to look for 

bears. (This was, after all, what we were supposed to be looking for…. but is just so easy to get distracted in this 

part of the world!). Rainy weather made for an interesting ride as we zipped along the inlets searching the 

numerous bays and beaches before we eventually found a small female and cub foraging on a beach near Cypress 

Bay. It was a fabulous but short-lived encounter as the sow seemed a little reluctant to remain out on the beach 

with the young cub. We continued a little further and found some nice Red-necked Grebes and a lovely summer 

plumage Pigeon Guillemot too. Unfortunately the bears remained a little elusive and we made our way back 

through the rain towards Tofino where we were lucky enough to get one last encounter with the transient Orcas 

(this time practically right in the harbour) before we eventually called it a day and went back ashore. It was a 

great way to end our fun trip out. 

 

The rain continued to fall for much of the remainder of the day, so after a cup of coffee in Jamie’s, we mooched 

around Tofino for a while giving everyone the chance to check out the wonderful Roy Vickers Art Gallery 

before eventually heading over to Jacks for dinner. After a great meal in Jack , we had just enough time to check 

behind the restaurant for Raccoons and were lucky enough to encounter one sitting by the back door to the 

kitchen…Great!…one more mammal to add to our growing list and an important species to find for one or two 

members of the group. It was certainly a great end to the day and we headed back to Ucluelet with smiles firmly 

fixed on our tired but happy windswept faces.  
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Day 5 Monday 10th September 

The day started with a little rain so after a little early morning mooch around the harbour we went for early 

breakfast in the Grey Whale Café before loading up the vehicles ready for a long day of travelling ahead. We 

broke the journey a little with a quick stop at Cathedral Grove to have a closer look at the massive old growth 

trees and managed to spot the odd Kinglet and a couple of Douglas Squirrels as we walked the short trails. A 

stop in Port Alberni for a quick coffee stop provided a chance to watch Turkey Vultures circling over town but it 

was not long before we were on the road again and heading on to Miracle Beach for lunch. A little wander along 

the forested shoreline of Miracle Beach provided us all with some nice views of Killdeer, Sanderling, Western 

Sandpipers, Yellow-rumped Warblers, Savannah Sparrows and Chestnut-backed Chickadees. A scan out over the 

beautifully still water also provided us with some good views of Surf Scoter, Harlequin Ducks, Red-necked 

Grebes and Red-throated and Great Northern Divers too.  

 

After lunch we headed off once again and continued to wind our way north. Another impromptu stop in 

Campbell River, for a check-up on Gloria’s bruised leg (the result of a minor slip on our first day), provided 

some members of the group with the chance of a little unexpected retail therapy (you know who you are!). 

However we did not have to wait long before Gloria was returned to us, fighting fit, and we continued our 

journey north. With another brief stop in Sayward for fuel, and some time to see a chainsaw carver at work, we 

headed on to Woss before turning off onto a gravel logging road where we then began the 50km journey west to 

the tiny, remote settlement of Zeballos. We managed to spot some wildlife en route including a Black-tailed Deer 

that wandered across the road in front of the vehicles and a Northern Goshawk that a few people spotted 

soaring above the bus as we travelled along the main highway but, after another long and relatively uneventful 

journey, we arrived in Zeballos a little after 7pm. However, in such a tiny, remote, and welcoming place, we were 

very quickly settled in and enjoying a cold beer and a nice meal at Cedars Inn by 7.30pm. 

Day 6 Tuesday 11th September 

It was a great start to the day with the calls of a Northern Pygmy Owl echoing around the valley. And, for the 

early risers, there was a brief chance to watch the salmon spawning in the river before watching the sun rise 

slowly over the mountains and illuminate the tiny town of Zeballos.  After a good breakfast we all took a short 

walk down to the dock and boarded the skiff. As we headed out into the morning sun, it wasn’t long before we 

spotted our first Sea Otter. Unfortunately he showed little interest in us and after a short while he went into a 

dive and we headed on. Fortunately the rest of the day was spent enjoying some fantastic sunny weather, clear, 

calm seas and lots more Sea Otters all around the beautiful inlet. Seeing the Sea Otters was obviously a highlight 

for most of us, but some excellent views of several groups of Harbour Porpoises, Steller's Sea Lions, Harbour 

Seals and a close encounter with a small Humpback, and even a brief glimpse of a family of river otters really 

made for an amazing day out on the water. We even managed a distant view of a probable Blue Whale too!  

There were a few birds on the water too, with large groups of Glaucous-winged and California Gulls and plenty 

of Red-necked Grebes, a few Surf Scoter, Common Murres, several Bald Eagles and even the odd Marbled 

Murrelet provided some nice viewing.  

 

We returned to the lodge at about 1am and enjoyed a fantastic, hearty lunch (that we were all ready for after our 

morning on the water). After lunch we packed up our things and once again hit the road. 
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We left Zeballos a little after 3pm and made our way back along the dusty logging road (stopping at the bridges 

and beaver pools to get some nice views of American Dipper) before joining the main roads and making our way 

north to Port Mcneill.  

 

We arrived in Port Mcneill a little after 5.30pm and after checking into Black Bear we had some time to relax 

before dinner. While a few opted to rest in their rooms, a few of the keen birders took the time to have a look 

around the harbour where amidst the Mallards we spotted Hooded Mergansers, Pintail, Great Blue Heron and 

even a few Western Sandpipers before we have to depart for dinner at Telegraph Cove.  After a quick look 

around we ended the evening enjoying a lovely dinner looking out over the quaint harbour.  

Day 7 Wednesday 12 September 

The day started with a cold, clear morning but people were up bright and early nonetheless. After a relaxed 

breakfast we make our way down to Port McNeill harbour-front to board our whale watching trip on Bill 

MacKay’s boat the Naiad.  After a very jovial welcome onboard from the captain and crew, we headed out onto 

the water. The water was like a mill pond and the day certainly started with a bang as, within about 15 minutes of 

leaving the dock, a large group of approximately 300+ Pacific White-sided Dolphins were spotted off the bow. 

They were travelling towards us fast, showing no interest in the boat, and we could soon see why when the 

ominous fins of 4 transient Orcas broke the surface just beyond the dolphins. Wow, 300+ dolphins and transient 

Orcas all spotted within 18 minutes of leaving the dock! It was an immense start to the day and the atmosphere 

on the boat was supercharged with excitement. Strangely, the Orcas were not in full pursuit of the dolphins and 

we were able to watch them for a while as they cruised steadily past the boat. 

 

After a while the skipper decided to leave the Orcas to their business and we made our way over to a group of 

foraging Humpbacks where, as everyone tucked into lunch, we are treated to a spectacle of lunge-feeding whales. 

We even got the brief chance to observe one individual bubble netting (not a common sight in these waters) as 

well as the odd breach too. Pam bumped up our cetacean sighting even more when she spotted a few Harbour 

Porpoises in the distance too and, with so much whale activity in the area, it was easy to overlook the big flocks 

of Murres, Pigeon Guillemots and Grey Phalaropes that were fluttering around the boat too.  

 

After a while, we left the Humpbacks to take a closer look at a group of Steller's Sea Lions hauled out on some 

rocks before heading towards Robson Bight to look for resident Orcas. As we travelled we were joined by 

another huge group of Pacific White-sided Dolphins (probably the same ones we had seen earlier in the 

morning) which, in the absence of the transient Orcas, happily played in the wake of the boat as we travelled 

along. It was a truly amazing spectacle and the conditions couldn’t have been better. Having arrived at Robson 

Bight, we waited on the boundary of the reserve for a while watching resident Orcas close in to the shore. While 

we drifted we lowered the hydrophone and listed to the resident Orcas vocalizing, echo-locating and rubbing on 

the pebbles on the beach and then listened to the dolphins come charging by and twittering ‘like monkeys on 

helium’. We followed the orcas for while as they moved out of the bight and headed along the shore, providing 

us with some magical views. It had been a long and fantastic day on the water, all helped along by a great 

atmosphere on the boat, but even after five hours we were still reluctant to leave. Nonetheless, we had to head 

back at some stage and Bill reluctantly turned the boat around and headed back towards Port McNeill. We still 

managed to find a small group of Dalls Porpoises and we all arrived back in Port McNeill with rosy cheeks and 

aching faces from all the smiling.   
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After a relaxing in the hotel for a while we headed up to Port Hardy and took a walk around the Quatse hatchery 

trail (in hope of seeing a Black Bear). We watched the Chum Salmon for a while and a Red Squirrel that put in a 

brief appearance but the woods were quiet so we made our way back to Port McNeill where we ended our day 

with a massive meal at the sportsman restaurant, close to the wharf. 

Day 8 Thursday 13th September 

It was a beautiful sunny start to the day and after an early breakfast we headed down to the ferry terminal to 

catch an early ferry across to Alert Bay. We crossed the same section of water we had been whale watching on 

the previous day where, despite the near perfect viewing conditions, the sea was quiet, with little evidence of the 

spectacle of wildlife activity we had been lucky enough to witness the previous day. Nevertheless, it was a 

wonderful morning and the crossing allowed us to take in the spectacular scenery of the Broughton Archipelago.  

We arrived in Alert Bay and made our way down to the 1st Nation Museum and, while most of the group spent 

the morning looking at the wonderful collection of aboriginal art and craft, a few of the group opted to spend a 

relaxed morning in the sunshine exploring the shoreline and intertidal zone and looking for birds along the 

beach.  

 

By midday it was time to leave and we caught the return ferry to Port McNeill where, after a very quick stop to 

look at ‘the world’s largest burl’ (well one of two in the town with exactly the same claim anyway) we headed on 

to Port Hardy to catch our float plane to Great Bear Lodge. Our early arrival at the float plane terminal, and a 

slight delay in our flight, meant that we had some time to have a quick look around Hardy Bay and we spent a 

little time birding around the Quatse Estuary where, amongst other things, we watched the numerous Bald 

Eagles (one of which was trying to catch Canada Geese), ducks and geese that were gathered around the estuary 

mouth. However, it wasn’t long before we heard the distinctive sound of our float planes arriving and we headed 

back to the terminal ready to catch our flight. 

 

Our float plane trips were fantastic, with exceptionally clear conditions, affording us some fantastic views of the 

mountains and inlets, and after a short but exhilarating flight, we arrived at Great Bear Lodge a little after 3.30pm 

and were greeted by the wonderful smiling faces of the lodge team and quickly allocated our rooms. After a 

delicious snack, and a quick safety briefing, we were ready for our first trip out to the hides. Well the stage was 

set and, after a bumpy ride along the logging road in the newly painted school bus, the bears were 

waiting…ready to provide us with an exceptional first show. With Grizzlies seen en route to the hide, bears 

active in the river in front of the blind from the moment we arrived, and a total of 9 different Grizzlies seen 

during the period in the blinds, we certainly had a treat! One small bear even caught a large 25lb Chum Salmon 

immediately in front of the hide and proceeded to devour the entire thing just a few feet from us. Even our trip 

back down the road to the lodge delivered something new, with the chance to take a closer look at a plump 

Western Toad that Blakely found on the road. Naturally, we all returned to the lodge tired by buzzing with 

excitement and more than ready for our fantastic evening meal. 

Day 9 Friday 14th September 

We started the day early and with a lovely clear start to the morning, most people were out on the deck watching 

‘bob’ the seal and scanning the water for river otters.  
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After breakfast, our day started with another trip to the blinds and, while it started well with a lovely view of a 

sow and a yearling playing in the river as we passed by in the bus, our spell in the blinds remained quiet with no 

bears showing at all. Nonetheless, it was an extraordinarily beautiful morning with sun shining through the lichen 

covered trees and the river filled with salmon, we enjoyed great views of Dippers, Common Mergansers and 

Spotted Sandpipers feeding on salmon egg, and Belted Kingfishers clamouring from perch to perch. As we 

headed back to the lodge, we also spotted an American Marten scampering along the track which was a great 

addition to our growing list of mammal species for the trip. 

 

We returned to the lodge to grab a bite to eat and relax a bit before it was time once again to don our outdoor 

gear and prepare for a boat trip out around the inlet. After a very amusing introduction to the waterproof suits (I 

have the photos!) everyone climbed aboard the skiffs and headed out into the inlet. The ‘choppy’ waters made 

for a damp journey across the inlet but in the sheltered calm waters of the estuary, the group got some fantastic 

views of the salmon massed at the entrance to the river and a wonderful taste of the scale of the habitat that both 

the bears and salmon dominate. 

 

We returned to the lodge for lunch and relaxed for a while before our next trip out to the blinds. The weather 

remained fine and sunny as we headed up to the blinds and, once again, the evening delivered. With bears seen 

from the bus and from two different blinds we had seemingly endless bear-viewing; of sows with yearlings, 

young bears and even the odd huge male throughout the evening.  A total of 14+ different bears by the end of 

the evenings watch and we were all exhausted but happy as we made our way down the bumpy road back to the 

lodge for dinner. It was a glorious end to another fabulous day at Great Bear Lodge. 

Day 10 Saturday 15th September 

Another early start… and another fantastic breakfast to get us all ready for the day’s activities ahead! However, it 

was the sighting of a group of river otters close to the lodge that really got the day started well. Our first bear 

watch of the morning revealed a little bit of bear activity on the river as we travelled up the track but the blinds, 

once again remained quiet throughout the morning watch. It really did seem that the bears were having a lie in! 

After returning to the lodge for a leisurely snack and coffee break we headed out once more to explore the great 

bear forest but this time we were going on foot. The walk provided a great chance to stretch our legs and watch 

the flocks of Townsends, Orange Crowned and Wilsons Warblers flitting through the Red Alders. We also got 

the chance to walk along an active bear trail and the chance to get a close up view of bear rubbing posts, 

wallows, feeding remains, scat and even a day den.   

 

Our evening bear watch started well as we spotted a Roughed Grouse on the track on the way to the blinds. 

Once again the viewing was amazing with plenty of bear activity out on the rivers. We even managed to see 

several recognizable bears, including a large sow with 3 yearlings that Lee and Blakely recognized from the 

previous year. The female bear was in great condition and it was great to see that all of the yearlings were alive 

and healthy too. We also managed to see our first Broadfish Tapeworm of the trip (a rather disgusting addition 

to the species list for the trip) and some great bear behaviour too, including an uneasy standoff between two 

huge female bears. It was another amazing evening out on the river and we returned to the lodge more than 

happy with our evening’s activity. 
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Day 11 Sunday 16th September 

A slightly misty start to the day didn’t deter people from getting up early and watching the dock for river otters.  

It was more than worth the effort though and everyone was rewarded with some lovely views. A few people 

even managed to film the otters playing on the dock just a few feet away. As we were waited for the otters to put 

in another appearance we also managed to spot a Mink scampering along the shore just in front of us. It was a 

great start to the day and we all hoped that our final trip out to the blinds would deliver some great final views of 

the bears. We were not left disappointed and with perfect morning light breaking the tree tops and illuminating 

the river, we had bears chasing salmon along the riffles and a sow and yearling play fighting and splashing in the 

river just in front of the hide. It was more than we could have hoped for and stood in stark contrast to our 

previous mornings watches; a wonderful final encounter with these amazing creatures.  

 

As we headed back from the hides we collected in Blakely’s mammal traps and emptied another American 

Deermouse from one of the traps, providing everyone with some nice views of this incredibly endearing small 

mammal species. After lunch we got kitted up for a final boat trip out along the estuary and headed out to see 

what was around. We had amazing conditions, with  Canada Geese, American Wigeon, Shoveler and Teal 

aplenty in the slough and some nice views of Golden and Ruby-crowned Kinglets along the forest margins too. 

It was a nice relaxing end to a fabulous stay at the lodge.  

 

The floatplane flight back was equally as good as the flight in, with great conditions and visibility. Back at Port 

Hardy we were met by Dwaine and he could tell from everyone’s smiles that we had all had an amazing stay at 

the lodge. Nonetheless we all took the chance to recount our encounters to him…at length… as we travelled 

back to Port McNeill and the now familiar surroundings of Black Bear Motel. We ended the evening with a 

super dinner in the Northern Lights Restaurant, across the street from the motel, before calling an end to 

another great day. 

Day 12 Monday 17th September 

A slightly later start to the day and a leisurely breakfast too gave everyone the chance to recharge their batteries 

(literally and metaphorically) and ready themselves for the long day of travel back down the island. However, by 

9am we were loaded up and on the road, making our way back down the island. A few rest stops broke up the 

journey a little (one in particular providing some nice views of a rather industrious Red Squirrel) and a slightly 

longer stop at Buttertubs Marsh for lunch provided the opportunities for some light birding. At Buttertubs, a 

quick walk along the trails provides us with nice views of Pied-billed Grebes, Wood Ducks, Black-headed 

Grosbeak, Bushtit, Dark-eyed Junco’s and Spotted Towhee.  

 

Our ferry journey back from Nanaimo to Vancouver was largely uneventful, with hardly a bird on the water as 

we cross the Georgia Straits. Nonetheless, the skies were clear and we could see for miles and we did manage to 

spot a few Harbour Porpoises as we neared Vancouver and that more than made up for it. We finished our long 

day of travel day back in Tsawwasen, enjoying a meal and a few drinks together in the busy bar next to the hotel 

before eventually making our way to bed. 
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Day 13 Tuesday 18th September 

Yet another wonderful start to the day in Vancouver with a trip to Reifel Bird Sanctuary located on the Delta. 

With all the amazing weather we had been privileged to during our trip it was hardly surprising to find that many 

of the ponds had very few waders in them (many had already migrated through without stopping) but there were 

plenty of ducks around and we still managed to find a nice group of Long-billed Dowitchers and some Greater 

and Lesser Yellowlegs too. Once again, Reifel lived up to its reputation and delivered our best birding of the 

entire trip - the gentle wander around provided us all with some great views of Cackling Geese, Pintail, Gadwall, 

American Wigeon and Wood Ducks as well as good close views of Sandhill Cranes, Redwing Blackbirds and 

numerous smaller species and fly-overs by Peregrine, Coopers Hawks, and Red-tailed Hawks too.  

 

We enjoyed a fantastic lunch in the reserve before making our way across town for a quick afternoon visit to 

Stanley Park where we had the chance to walk along the wonderful waterside walk, take a closer look at the parks 

beautiful collection of totems, and enjoy an ice cream in the sunshine. It was a nice way to wind up a wonderful 

trip before heading back to the airport, saying our goodbyes and readying ourselves for the journey home.  

Day 14 Wednesday 19th September 

Arrive London 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species List 

Birds ( = recorded but not counted; h = heard only) 

      September 

  Common name Scientific name 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

1 Red-throated Loon Gavia stellata        2                

2 Common Loon (G N Diver) Gavia immer                     

3 Pied-billed Grebe Podilymbus podiceps                        

4 Red-necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena                     

5 Eared (Black-necked) Grebe Podiceps nigricollis                         

6 Sooty Shearwater Puffinus griseus                          

7 Double-crested Cormorant Phalacrocorax auritus                   

8 Brandt's Cormorant Phalacrocorax penicillatus                       

9 Pelagic Cormorant Phalacrocorax pelagicus                    

10 Great Blue Heron Ardea herodias                   

11 Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura                        

12 Canada Goose Branta canadensis                     

13 Wood Duck Aix sponsa                         

14 Gadwall Anas strepera                          

15 American Wigeon Anas americana                       

16 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos                       

17 Blue-winged Teal Anas discors                          

18 Northern Shoveler Anas clypeata                     

19 Northern Pintail Anas acuta                      

20 Green-winged Teal Anas crecca                         

21 Harlequin Duck Histrionicus histrionicus                         

22 Surf Scoter Melanitta perspicillata                        

23 White-winged Scoter Melanitta fusca                        
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      September 

  Common name Scientific name 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

24 Hooded Merganser Lophodytes cucullatus                       

25 Common Merganser (Goosander) Mergus merganser                       

26 Osprey Pandion haliaetus                         

27 Bald Eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus                 

28 Northern (Hen) Harrier Circus cyaneus                         

29 Cooper's Hawk Accipiter cooperii                       

30 Northern Goshawk Accipiter gentilis                          

31 Red-tailed Hawk Buteo jamaicensis                         

32 Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus                        

33 Ruffed Grouse Bonasa umbellus                          

34 Virginia Rail Rallus limicola                         h 

35 American Coot Fulica americana                          

36 Sandhill Crane Grus canadensis                          

37 Killdeer Charadrius vociferus                          

38 Black Oystercatcher Haematopus bachmani                        

39 Greater Yellowlegs Tringa melanoleuca                          

40 Lesser Yellowlegs Tringa flavipes                          

41 Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularia                         

42 Black Turnstone Arenaria melanocephala              100's           

43 Sanderling Calidris alba                          

44 Western Sandpiper Calidris mauri                      

45 Short-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus griseus                           

46 Long-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus scolopaceus                        

47 Red (Grey) Phalarope Phalaropus fulicaria                         

48 Bonaparte's Gull Larus philadelphia                        

49 Heermann's Gull Larus heermanni                       
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      September 

  Common name Scientific name 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

50 Mew (Common) Gull Larus canus                        

51 Ring-billed Gull Larus delawarensis                

52 California Gull Larus californicus                  

53 American Herring Gull Larus smithsonianus                        

54 Western Gull Larus occidentalis                          

55 Glaucous-winged Gull Larus glaucescens               

56 Glaucous Gull Larus hyperboreus                          

57 Common Murre (Guillemot) Uria aalge                       

58 Pigeon Guillemot Cepphus columba                      

59 Marbled Murrelet Brachyramphus marmoratus                         

60 Cassin's Auklet Ptychoramphus aleuticus     4                     

61 Rhinoceros Auklet Cerorhinca monocerata                        

62 Feral Pigeon Columba livia                  

63 Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto                       

64 Northern Pygmy Owl Glaucidium gnoma         h h               

65 Belted Kingfisher Ceryle alcyon                  

66 Northern Flicker Colaptes auratus                        

67 Hammond's Flycatcher Empidonax hammondii                          

68 Warbling Vireo Vireo gilvus                         h 

69 Steller's Jay Cyanocitta stelleri               

70 Northwestern Crow Corvus caurinus              

71 Common Raven Corvus corax                

72 Black-capped Chickadee Poecile atricapillus                        

73 Chestnut-backed Chickadee Poecile rufescens                    

74 Bushtit Psaltriparus minimus                          

75 Red-breasted Nuthatch Sitta canadensis                         
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      September 

  Common name Scientific name 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

76 Brown Creeper Certhia americana                         

77 Bewick's Wren Thryomanes bewickii                         

78 House Wren Troglodytes aedon                          

79 Pacific Wren Troglodytes pacificus                        

80 Marsh Wren Cistothorus palustris                          

81 American Dipper Cinclus mexicanus                  

82 Golden-crowned Kinglet Regulus satrapa   h h   h                

83 Ruby-crowned Kinglet Regulus calendula                          

84 Hermit Thrush Catharus guttatus                          

85 American Robin Turdus migratorius                  

86 Varied Thrush Ixoreus naevius                          

87 European Starling Sturnus vulgaris                   

88 Cedar Waxwing Bombycilla cedrorum                        

89 Orange-crowned Warbler Vermivora celata                         

90 Yellow-rumped Warbler Dendroica coronata                       

91 Wilson's Warbler Wilsonia pusilla                         

92 Spotted Towhee Pipilo maculatus                         

93 Savannah Sparrow Passerculus sandwichensis                         

94 Fox Sparrow Passerella iliaca                         

95 Song Sparrow Melospiza melodia                  

96 White-crowned Sparrow Zonotrichia leucophrys                        

97 Golden-crowned Sparrow Zonotrichia atricapilla                         

98 Dark-eyed Junco Junco hyemalis                        

99 Black-headed Grosbeak Pheucticus melanocephalus                          

100 Red-winged Blackbird Agelaius phoeniceus                          

101 Brewer's Blackbird Euphagus cyanocephalus                         
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      September 

  Common name Scientific name 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

102 House Finch Carpodacus mexicanus                       

103 Red Crossbill Loxia curvirostra                          

104 House Sparrow Passer domesticus                         

Mammals                             

1 Black Bear Ursus americanus   1 3 2                   

2 Northern Racoon Procyon lotor       1                   

3 Mink Mustela vison                          

4 Sea Otter Enhydea lutris                          

5 River Otter Lutra canadensis                          

6 Steller's Sea Lion Eumetopias jubatus                       

7 California Sea Lion Zalophus californianus                         

8 Harbour Seal Phoca vitulina                      

9 Red Squirrel Tamiasciurus hudsonicus                         

10 Eastern Grey Squirrel Sciurus carolinensis                         

11 Roosevelt Elk Cervus canadensis                          

12 Mule (Black-tailed) Deer Odocoileus hemionus                        

13 Pacific White-sided Dolphin Lagenorhynchus obliquidens             300+             

14 Orca Orcinus orca       2     9+              

15 Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena          7            

16 Dall’s Porpoise Phocoenoides dalli             5             

17 Eastern Pacific Grey Whale Eschrichtius gibbosus                          

18 Humpback Whale Megaptera novaeangliae                        

19 Blue/Fin Whale Balaenoptera sp.                          

 


