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Tour Leaders:   Terry Goble - Naturetrek Leader & Naturalist  

    Ken Walker   - Local Guide & Naturalist   

 

Participants:    John Walsha 

    Pam Walsha 

    Jeremy Kett 

    Margaret Kett 

    Colin Green 

    Marian Green 

    Anna Powell 

    Claire McNab 

Day 1 Monday 24th September 

The group met up in the departure lounge at Heathrow, and after brief introductions and a quick chat we got 

ready to embark on our flight to Vancouver. The views from the airplane were quite spectacular, particularly 

flying over Greenland. Off the coast, massive icebergs could be seen drifting in the ocean, whilst Greenland itself 

had many glacier-covered mountains interspersed amongst the ice fields. From the perspective of the airplane 

you were struck by the vastness of the landscape, as icy land stretched to every horizon. Flying over the north of 

Canada was again a vast icy wilderness both beautiful and hostile. The ice lands gave way to brown earth as we 

neared our destination and civilisation began to appear. After a long but spectacular flight, the city of Vancouver 

could be seen below. The landing was smooth and after baggage reclaim we were able to meet our local guide 

Ken in the arrivals. We introduced ourselves and went to board the minibus to take us to our first hotel of the 

trip The Coast Tsawwessen Inn. Here we met up with Jeremy and Margaret. We were allocated the rooms, got 

settled and then went for a ‘cosy’ drink in the hotel bar. After an enjoyable chat everyone went off to their rooms 

to catch up on some sleep. 

Day 2 Tuesday 25th September 

An early morning bird watching walk was planned to Boundary Bay. In the event the trip leader Terry went with 

John and Pam at 6:30am for the walk. Ken was kind enough to drive up to the bay as time was limited by the 

need to catch the ferry. We spent about an hour walking around the area and would have easily spent much 

longer if we were able. Once the light had improved we were watching a good variety of species. The only 

drawback to this lovely location was that the tide was very far out and many of the birds were distant. Despite 

this we enjoyed wonderful views of a Northern Harrier down to just a few metres as it quartered over the bay 

and settled in the dune grass near-by. A Peregrine was spotted sitting out on the mud flats with several duck 

species, Canada Geese, Long-billed Dowitcher and Killdeer amongst many birds seen this morning. All too soon 

it was time to meet up with Ken for a lift back and to get ready for the ferry to Duke Point on Vancouver Island.  
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We boarded the ferry at 10:15am for a two hour journey to Vancouver Island. Despite keen eyes little was seen 

on the journey and we all boarded the minibus for the long drive northwest to Ucluelet. On the way we stopped 

at Little Qualicum Falls and went for a walk along the forested path and watched the river cascading over the 

steep rocky terrain. Ken meanwhile prepared a picnic which we enjoyed on our return. A few birds were seen, 

mainly Chestnut-backed Chickadee and Golden-crown Kinglet, a Red-breasted Nuthatch could be heard and 

eventually showed itself. After an enjoyable lunch we were on our way again. En route we picked up a few new 

birds including Turkey Vulture and Red-tailed Hawk. We drove through Coombs and were treated to the 

unusual sight of a herd of goats grazing on the roof of a house! We arrived at Ucluelet at about 5pm and went to 

our hotel, The West Coast Motel, to unpack and get ready for dinner at Norwood which was lovely. 

Day 3 Wednesday 26th September 

Terry, John and Pam again got up for an early morning bird walk 6:45 am. We walked down to the harbour and 

picked up a few species on the way such as Song Sparrow and Pacific (winter) Wren. At the harbour we initially 

saw mainly gull species, predominately Glaucous-winged Gulls, however in some of the trees we started picking 

up Bald Eagles. We returned to the hotel to get ready for breakfast. This morning we went to the Fetch 

Restaurant, at the Black Rock Ocean Resort, for breakfast. This was a spectacular location set amongst dramatic 

coastal scenery and the food was excellent too. After breakfast we had a brief walk around some of the First 

Nation art and craft display before heading back to go for our first whale trip. In the event there was a delay to 

the whale watching trip as the conditions were still foggy and we hoped it would clear up by noon. We then 

made the decision to visit Thornton Creek Fish Hatchery. Here we were able to watch some big salmon in the 

creek and a Belted Kingfisher made its presence heard! There were however no bears, possibly due to the 

unusually low water levels and consequent lack of salmon movement. Instead we had a very interesting 

impromptu mini tour of the hatchery. The couple who managed the fishery gave a fascinating insight to the lives 

of the salmon and answered a deluge of questions from the intrigued group. 

 

Soon we were off again for our noon whale watch in still foggy conditions. As we were leaving the harbour we 

saw our first mammal of the trip in the shape of the impressive Californian Sea Lion hauled out on the pier 

struts. We did however miss the Grey Whales due to the poor visibility and contented ourselves with views of 

cute Harbour Seals blending in with the rocks they were resting on, surprisingly difficult to see. We reached the 

Humpback Whale feeding grounds and at this point the fog lifted and the sun shone through. We then enjoyed 

glorious sightings of about six whales set against a backdrop of snow peaked mountains. Some rose spectacularly 

out of the water as they lunge fished. On the return journey we entered more mist, but it lifted just in time to see 

more Humpback Whales. We also were able to enjoy more Harbour Seals. As we nearing Ucluelet a cry from 

John of “wolf” had everyone scanning the shore to find three magnificent Grey Wolves weaving in and out of 

the rocks on the shore line. We were able to watch these creatures for a few minutes before they disappeared 

back into the forest, a truly unforgettable and magical experience! 

 

We returned to Thornton Creek Hatchery for a hoped for Black Bear. We waited for some time without success 

but managed in the meanwhile to find American Dipper and relocated the Belted Kingfisher. Ken decided to 

give it ten more minuets before returning and getting ready for dinner. Just as we had given up hope a large male 

Black Bear lumbered into view and began foraging around the creek giving superb views. This capped an 

incredible day of wildlife watching and we returned back to Ucluelet a very happy group!  
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The dinner this evening was at Madison House, an old colonial building and it was extremely good. On the way 

back to the hotel we watched a family of four Racoons as they made their way along a wall. 

 

Day 4 Thursday 27th September 

Terry, John and Pam as usual got up about 7am for the bird walk, it was a lovely bright sunny morning and a 

walk down around the harbour provided the usual bird life, and a little unexpectedly, a Raccoon foraging in good 

light. We sat and watch the Raccoon until it disappeared out of view. We carried on our bird walk, but decided to 

turn inland through the wooded suburban streets. This proved to be a good decision and we were soon enjoying 

an Anna’s Hummingbird flitting around some garden flowers. We also got excellent views of a number of other 

birds including Steller’s Jay down on a lawn, Chestnut-backed Chickadees, Dark-eyed Junco on the tops of 

shrubs and a Townsend Warbler in a nearby bush, quite a productive morning. 

 

After a great breakfast at Madison House we then returned to the hotel to get ready for the journey to Tofino 

and a black bear watch in a zodiac. We had quite a bit of time before the trip, so before leaving the Ucluelet area 

we did the lighthouse walk which is part of the Wild Pacific Trail. The glorious weather showed the spectacular 

coastal scenery and wave activity at their best. We then set off for Tofino, stopping off on the way at the very 

scenic Schooner Bay where we had our lunch in the car park after completing the return journey of the 

boardwalk to the beach. On the beach John picked up a small piece of driftwood which he said he was going to 

carve into the shape of a salmon when he returned home.  

 

After finally arriving at Tofino we still had some time left to look around Tofino, particularly the Roy Henry 

Vickers First Nation Art Gallery. We then went to the harbour to board the zodiac. This was a very successful 

trip enabling the group to watch seven Black Bears in total. On one sighting there was a mother and two 

adorable looking cubs roaming the beach, turning over stones to grab morsels. They appeared to be heading 

towards another probable female Black Bear and we were interested to see how this would end. In the event the 

single bear retreated back along the beach and they did not meet each other. This was typical of the way bears 

avoid confrontation. During the bear watching trip from the zodiac we also saw about ten Harbour Porpoises. 

Soon it was time to leave and we watched a glorious sunset unfold as we headed back to the harbour. After 

thanking the hosts for a very pleasurable afternoon we drove back to Ucluelet for dinner before retiring to bed. 

Day 5 Friday 28th September 

For this morning’s bird walk before breakfast, Terry and John were joined by Claire. We again went down to the 

harbour and then intended to explore more wooded garden areas. However it was a cold and wet morning that 

was steadily getting worse. Down at the harbour we enjoyed watching a tiny Raccoon and then later an adult 

Raccoon feeding by the freshwater outlet. After this we decided to cut the walk short and go for breakfast. After 

breakfast we packed up and got ready for the long journey to Zeballos, our next destination. On the way we 

stopped at Cathedral Grove to admire some enormous trees in a small section of mature woodland. The 

Douglas-firs and Cedars were colossal and very old, some over a thousand years. The next stop was at Miracle 

Beach Provincial Park where we had our lunch. This was a lovely sandy beach which had potential to be an 

excellent bird watching spot. There were many ducks, scoter and divers out at sea. The Harlequin Ducks were 

much admired, particularly the handsome males.  
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In the forest there were a host of common birds, but the call of a Pileated Woodpecker hinted at the birding 

possibilities of this area at the right time of year. It was soon time to push on and very soon we were 

approaching the logging road to Zeballos. The road appears to have great potential for wildlife, but we only saw 

American Robins flyover. Cougars have been seen on this road by the local people and bears are regularly seen 

around the Zeballos environs. We looked out over a few ponds on the way to the hotel, and finally arrived at the 

hotel, The Cedar Inn, and received a very warm welcome from our hosts. We unloaded and got ready for the 

evening’s home cooked meal. We were also able to present John and Pam with a card and a celebratory drink to 

‘wet the head’ of their new grandchild. 

Day 6 Saturday 29th September 

We had a morning walk down to the harbour. On the way we saw an obliging Northern Flicker and a few 

smaller birds were evident, Song Sparrow, and Chestnut-backed Chickadee. We arrived at the harbour and  

immediately Jeremy found ‘Bob’ the resident harbour Sea Otter. We were enjoying great views of the otter 

rolling even before the trip started!  Apparently the otters do this to trap air in their fur for insulation. We 

boarded and set off, and straight away a River Otter surfaced just a few metres from the boat. We watched it for 

a few seconds before it dived and disappeared. We headed out of the bay towards the inlets and more open 

water. We spotted the occasional Sea Otter and were able to watch them eating and rolling. They remained wary 

and did not allow us to approach too closely. The action began to build and during one frenzied wildlife period 

we were watching Sea Otter, Steller’s Sea Lion, Harbour Porpoise, whilst in the distance Humpback Whales were 

blowing and could be see lunging. All this was set against a backdrop of snow peaked mountains and beautiful 

scenic inlets, an amazing spectacle! The wildlife action continued and we were able to find a larger flotilla of Sea 

Otters all strung together. After enjoying this we took a closer look at some feeding Humpback Whales before it 

was time to return to the harbour. We had already spent an hour more then scheduled on the trip due to the 

quality and quantity of sightings. We returned and walked back up to the hotel and relaxed for a while after an 

exhilarating boat trip. 

 

It was soon time to say goodbye to our hosts and we were back on the logging road heading towards Port 

McNeil and the Black Bear Resort. We stopped briefly on the way to look at a Beaver dam, however there was 

no activity around the area so we moved on towards our next destination. We  arrived  after  about  two  hours  

and  quickly  settled  into  our  rooms.  The group dispersed and most people went into the town to walk around 

and explore the shops before it was time to meet up for dinner. We drove a short distance to Telegraph Cove for 

dinner and were able to see a young bull Roosevelt Elk on the way there. Despite being only a young male it was 

still an impressive beast and we stopped and watched before it drifted off into the forest. Dinner was superb and 

enjoyed by all, replete we headed back to the resort to get some rest. 

Day 7 Sunday 30th September 

Some of the group met up for an early bird walk down to Port McNeil harbour at about 7am, it was raining 

lightly. At the harbour we all enjoyed the lovely Hooded Mergansers and picked up a few new birds such as 

Western Sandpiper and Black Turnstones on the shoreline with the now more familiar birds such as Bald Eagle, 

Great Blue Heron, Belted Kingfisher and a variety of gull and grebe species. 

 



Canada: The West Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek     November 12 5 
 

We returned to The Black Bear Resort and had a little time left to do some birding in the grounds. This proved 

very enjoyable and productive adding White-crowned Sparrow, Savannah Sparrow and House Finch to our list 

and enjoying lovely views of a Northern Flicker, Dark-eyed Junco and several other sparrow species. As we were 

leaving to walk to the harbour we also added American Goldfinch from the resort grounds. 

 

We arrived at Mackay’s Whaling Trip Centre and quickly embarked for our trip. After a brief safety talk we went 

up on deck to view the wildlife. We managed to add Rhinoceros Auklet to our list before we got out the harbour 

and had striking views of a Bald Eagle perched alongside the harbour wall. Within twenty minutes of leaving the 

harbour we encountered our first resident Orca’s which marked the beginning of a truly spectacular three hours, 

during which all aboard were entertained and thrilled by the Orca’s and their behaviour. The experience was 

enhanced by the background information on the study of these Orca’s and the vocalisations that were heard 

through a hydro-microphone. Over the next few hours we watched as the Orcas chased Salmon, breached, spy-

hopped and rode the stern waves almost landing in the boat! After hours of watching their antics it was difficult 

to tear ourselves away to look for other marine wildlife. However we had to press on and were very soon 

watching Humpback Whales feeding all around the boat. We were treated to sightings of this spectacular whale 

feeding, lifting it’s massive head out of the water so we could see its baleen plates. During these enthralling 

displays we were also able to pick up a few bird species and the best of these was a single Fork- tailed Storm 

Petrel, which flew close to the boat. A Bonaparte Gull was also enjoyed as it flew over. It was now time to return 

to the harbour after a five hour trip that seemed to fly by, with just enough time to add Harbour Seal and 

Steller’s Sea Lion to our marine mammal sightings. The whole group were still buzzing with the excitement of 

our experience as we disembarked. We then spent some time relaxing before getting ready for our evening meal. 

 

We met at the minibus at 17:30 to set off for a trip to a near-by First Nation campsite and resort, Cluxewe, for 

our evening meal. We drove to a creek to watch Salmon leaping and enjoyed the bird life with Bald Eagle, 

Canada Geese and American Widgeon in the creek and Harlequin Ducks, Great Northern Divers and other 

common species just beyond the shoreline. We took a stroll to the restaurant and enjoyed a delicious home 

cooked meal. We also had another celebration this evening as Jeremy and Margaret celebrated their Ruby 

Wedding. They were presented with a card and wolf book to commemorate their special day, unfortunately a 

celebratory drink had to wait as the restaurant did not serve alcohol! 

Day 8 Monday 1st October 

The morning was chilly and wet, so we had a leisurely breakfast and met at the minibus to load our luggage to 

depart The Black Bear Resort. We drove the short journey down to the harbour to board the ferry to Cormorant 

Island. At the ferry terminal we watched a few birds including several Black Turnstones a Bald Eagle, both 

Western and Red-necked Grebes and Common Loons. We embarked on the ferry at 09:40 am the journey took 

approximately 40 minutes and despite vigilant scanning we were unable to find any cetaceans to add to our 

mammal list. Although there were no new birds there was a great number and variety of birds to be seen on the 

crossing. We enjoyed Surf and White-winged Scoter, Common and Pigeon Guillemot, Rhinoceros and Marbled 

Murrelet, divers, loons and cormorants as well as many species of gulls. We arrived at Cormorant Island and 

enjoyed visiting some cultural sites, including a First Nation burial site and the site of the world’s tallest totem 

pole. We also intended to visit the Cultural Centre, but unfortunately the opening times had changed to a winter 

schedule and it was no longer open on Mondays. We then decided to visit a local Ecological Park instead.  
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The park proved to be very interesting and the group enjoyed walking around the nature trails, which included a 

Sphagnum Moss marsh. A few birds were seen on the walk including Steller’s Jay and Song Sparrow, however 

most enjoyed the variety, and colour of the fungi found around the trails. We then headed for the harbour to 

catch the return ferry at 12:20pm. We grabbed a coffee to take away and walked towards the harbour. On the 

way we watched a Steller’s Sea Lion swimming along the bay, before disappearing from view. We embarked on 

the ferry to return to Port McNeil and nothing new was added to our list although a Peregrine flew by trailing 

what appeared to be Jesses. 

 

We drove straight to Port Hardy from Port McNeil to board the float plane to the Great Bear Lodge. At the Port 

we enjoyed watching Harbour Seals and a Californian Sea Lion, whilst waiting for the sea plane. We bid farewell 

to Ken, but had to wait while the weather improved before we could continue our journey. Finally at 16:30pm 

there was finally an opportunity to leave and we took off in sunshine and mainly clear skies. The journey was a 

little bumpy, but spectacular. The scenery was breath-taking below as we hugged the coastline through a myriad 

of coves and islands before turning over the hills to the lodge and finally reaching our destination.  

 

After a hurried round of introductions and a safety brief we boarded the bus to the first bear hide. The recent 

weather had turned  the  river  into  a  raging  flood  and  the  shingle  bar  used  by  the  bears  was submerged 

under fast flowing water. It was no surprise that we did not see any bears in this first viewing. However one of 

the group, John, did have a surprise when he was escorted out of the hide for a call of nature. As he was leaving 

the hide a small grizzly bear walked down the logging road past the bus. John had brief views of the bear, but 

had to retreat back to the hide to ensure that the sow bear was not around. This proved to be the only bear 

sighting of the evening, however we all returned in good spirits. 

 

We all met up for a delicious home cooked dinner accompanied by a selection of good wines. During desert the 

guide (John) came and initiated an interesting and informative discussion about bear behaviour and the wildlife 

of the area. After the discussion the group dispersed to bed to get ready for the next bear watch in the morning. 

Day 9 Tuesday 2nd October 

Most of the group were up early to grab a coffee and see if the River Otters showed up. Unfortunately they 

didn’t, but everyone enjoyed a beautiful bright morning at the lodge. The Harbour Seals offered some 

consolation. After breakfast the day began in earnest and we were off to the first hide (‘blind’) in the hope of 

getting a sight of Grizzly Bears. En route we had good sightings of Varied Thrush and some smaller birds, 

probably Song Sparrow flitting through. We reached the hide a little after 8:20am At this point only John had 

seen a Grizzly in group so there was a sense of tension and anticipation as we waited in the hide for a bear to 

come along. After a while the group were beginning to feel that this was not going to be our morning despite 

conditions being favourable, however just as thoughts were turning to going back to the lodge Claire spotted two 

young sibling bears wading into the river. Over the next hour or so we were privileged to watch them hunt 

salmon in a slightly comical manner of rushing at the fish. Eventually they caught a large fish and an audible 

squabble broke out as they contested the salmon. Eventually they both calmed down and began feasting on their 

catch. After an enjoyable hour or so of watching them they eventually drifted off upstream. Co-incidentally 

another toilet break resulted in Marian encountering a sub adult bear on the logging road. Marian was very 

pleased with her sighting and the rest considered whether comfort breaks were they best way to have close bear 

encounters! 
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It was then time to return to the lodge but on the way we had great views of a mother and cub feeding out on 

the river. When they disappeared we drove on but made two more stops to discuss the remote camera work that 

had been carried out and the ecology and behaviour of the bears in a fascinating discussion. We then returned 

for snacks and to prepare for the trip to Walkum Bay down the estuary. We set off after a brief rest down to the 

Walkum Bay area. We enjoyed a stop at the water fall and also picked up a few new birds including Barrow’s 

Goldeneye, Red-bellied Sapsucker as well as some we had encountered before such as Savannah Sparrow, 

Green-winged Teal, Bald Eagle and Common Merganser. Up Walkum Creek we had a brief view of a Grizzly 

Bear before it slunk away and spotted salmon that were in the last throws of life after spawning. On the return 

journey we watched a few Harbour Seals and enjoyed the magnificent scenery. 

 

We got back for lunch, but were very soon on our way again back to hide once for more bear watching 

opportunities. On the way we had a few birds including Varied Thrush and Pine Siskin, as we were approaching 

the hide we had four sightings of bears, two swimming across the river and two fishing from the gravel bar. We 

were all excited to get to the hide, hoping that these bears would come up through. After a short while two of 

the bears appeared and fished briefly in front of the hide. They both then disappeared upstream. After this the 

action was very quiet and the group contented themselves with watching the bird life and several Bald Eagles 

feeding and flying through, putting up the gulls. As we were boarding the bus to return for dinner we had one 

last pleasant surprise. In the fading light, John saw a small mammal approaching the back of the bus. It was an 

American Marten and most of the group had great views before it disappeared into the bushes. 

 

Back at the resort we enjoyed a sumptuous meal and more good wine before watching videos of the wildlife 

around the Resort. Tom was patient enough to answer a host of questions before we all retired for a good nights 

sleep. 

Day 10 Wednesday 3rd October 

Most of the group assembled for an early morning Otter watch, but no luck today. We then got the call for 

breakfast and settled down for a delicious meal before embarking on our first planned activity. To vary the day 

we drove to hide three (checking hide two on the way). On the way John spotted an adult bear on the river bank 

and most of the group managed to spot it as it moved off downstream. After just under an hour at hide three the 

prospects of bear activity seemed remote so the decision was made to return to hide one. Despite a slow start we 

did enjoy watching bears fishing before it was time to return for lunch. 

 

After lunch the planned activity was a hike up the logging road, before turning down a bear track to the river. On 

the way the guides described the ecology of the forest and how the ecosystem is underpinned by the salmon run 

each autumn. We added a few new bird species as we walked along and also another mammal to our list as Colin 

spotted a Mink as in crossed the logging road ahead of him. On our way down the bear track we found fresh 

bear pug marks indicating that the path was still evidently used by the bears. We were also ‘treated’ to a 

description of Banana Slug love life, and most of the male members in the group have been scared for life after 

this little tale! After an enjoyable walk and discussion about the ecology of the temperate rain forest we headed 

back on the bus to return to the lodge to prepare for the last organised activity of the day.  
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We were able to greet our local guide Ken as he flew in to join us. Ken proved to bring some luck with him as 

after a little time to relax we were off again to the first hide to watch for more Grizzly Bears and enjoyed our 

best session to date. We saw four bears and there was almost constant bear activity for the entire session until it 

was time to return to the lodge. We enjoyed the home made dinner, more wine and retired to our rooms to 

prepare for the next day. 

Day 11 Thursday 4th October 

We again were up early to have one last attempt at the Otters, but alas no sign again. After breakfast we left for 

hide one and although bear activity was slow we enjoyed watching two Cooper’s Hawks terrorising the 

Northwest Crows in between watching bears fishing at either end of the session. We returned for lunch in good 

spirits. After lunch we prepared for the final activity of our stay and boarded a boat for a trip up to the estuary. 

We enjoyed watching wildfowl and kingfishers on the trip and were then excited to hear that four bears had been 

sighted on a gravel bar. We arrived at the scene where a mother and cub were on a log feeding on salmon. The 

second mother and cub pairing left as we arrived, but we stopped to enjoy fantastic views of the bears feeding 

and interacting before they finally got down from the log and drifted upstream. We then decided to head back to 

the lodge, however Colin had spotted a Black Bear and we enjoyed very intimate views of the Black Bear as it 

rested by the bank. It then went down to the river picked up a decaying salmon and retreated into the woods to 

eat it. A Sharp-shinned Hawk chasing a Belted Kingfisher was an added bonus on the return leg. 

 

Back at the lodge we prepared for our flight back and a sad farewell after an exhilarating last few days. The flight 

to Port Hardy was spectacular over the mountains and coastal channels in clear blue skies. We landed and drove 

back to Port McNeil to check back into The Black Bear Resort. On the drive Claire and Colin spotted a mustelid 

crossing the road. Although their descriptions did not tally in seemed probable that it was an Ermine. As we 

arrived at Black Bear resort we watched Mule (Black-tailed) Deer munching their way through freshly sown grass 

on the resort lawns. We then settled into our rooms and relaxed before going across the road for dinner. After 

dinner we went through the lists and the itinerary for the next two days before the group said a tired goodnight 

to each other and returned to the resort to get some sleep. 

Day 12 Friday 5th October 

This day was primarily a travel day as we had to drive down to Duke’s Point and catch the 15:15 ferry to 

Tsawwassen. On the drive down from Port McNeil we spotted a herd of Roosevelt Elk in the shadows of the 

forest edge. We stopped and were able to watch about seven Roosevelt Elk, including a large magnificent male 

before they melted back into deeper forest and we were on our way again. One interesting ‘comfort stop’ 

involved a helicopter dropping into the rest area to help distribute seedlings into the forest interior.  

 

After this excitement we continued until we stopped again at Courtney Visitor Centre in Comox Valley. This had 

exhibitions about conservation efforts and sporting activities in the region. Here we had lunch and lingered 

much longer then we thought. This meant that we had to miss out on the stop to Buttertub Marsh to ensure we 

caught the ferry. One consolation was the group enjoyed a lingering look at a delightful Cedar Waxwing. We 

reached the ferry terminal in good time and were soon on our way.  
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In terms of wildlife the crossing was quiet, only a few gull species to sort through. However our attention was 

diverted by the numbers of salmon leaping out of the sea. Splashes and leaping fish could be seen in all 

directions, and as no predators were observed it was assumed this is just part of their behaviour. 

 

After we disembarked we soon reached the hotel and gathered for our final dinner as a group. It was a relaxed 

and enjoyable meal as everyone chatted amiably. The group expressed their thanks to the leaders and presented 

cards for them, which was touching. We all then retired to bed in preparation for the final day. 

Day 13/14 Saturday 6th/ Sunday 7th October 

Most of the group walked the nature trail at Boundary Park in the morning and Ken was kind enough to 

facilitate this by driving and collecting the group. There were many birds to enjoy including Cooper’s Hawk, 

Northern Harrier at close range and a fly-by Merlin. There were huge flocks of waterfowl and scattered groups 

of waders including Killdeer nearer the viewing path. The tide was very far out meaning that views of most birds 

were distant. A European Rabbit became our twentieth mammal species when one was seen running along the 

path. 

 

We then headed back for breakfast and to pack for departure. After we had packed the minibus we left for the 

Reifel Bird Reserve. En route we watched as thousands of Snow Geese flew in formations over the agricultural 

fields, this was to be a fabulous sighting enjoyed throughout the morning and afternoon. The bird reserve  

produced  many magnificent birds and the Sandhill Crane was a particular favourite amongst many species that 

we were able to watch at close quarters. The reserve has a collection of stuffed birds and animals which was an 

interesting diversion. After one last quick walk around some of the reserve paths, which produced Spotted 

Towhee, Golden-crowned Sparrow  and  Bushtit  among  others,  we  decided  to  visit  a  nearby  fishing  

village, Steveson. This pleasant little village had a historic canning industry and appeared to be a thriving fishing 

port and tourist attraction. We were soon on our way again and this time were heading for the airport to catch 

our flight home. A tired but happy group said their goodbyes to Ken, Jeremy and Margaret and went through to 

departures. A smooth flight landed at Heathrow a little early at 14:30pm (BST) and the group said their final 

farewells before heading home. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
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Species List 

Birds ( = recorded but not counted) 

      September/October 

  Common name Scientific name 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 1 2 3 4 5 6 

1 Pacific Loon Gavia pacifica                        

2 Common Loon (G N Diver) Gavia immer                    

3 Horned (Slavonian) Grebe Podiceps auritus                         

4 Red-necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena                      

5 Western Grebe Aechmophorus occidentalis                         

6 Fork-tailed Storm-Petrel Oceanodroma furcata                         

7 Double-crested Cormorant Phalacrocorax auritus                    

8 Brandt's Cormorant Phalacrocorax penicillatus                     

9 Great Blue Heron Ardea herodias                

10 Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura                          

11 Canada Goose Branta canadensis                   

12 Snow Goose Chen caerulescens                          

13 Wood Duck Aix sponsa                          

14 Gadwall Anas strepera                          

15 American Wigeon Anas americana                      

16 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos                      

17 Northern Shoveler Anas clypeata                          

18 Northern Pintail Anas acuta                          

19 Green-winged Teal Anas crecca                      

20 Harlequin Duck Histrionicus histrionicus                       

21 Surf Scoter Melanitta perspicillata                      

22 White-winged Scoter Melanitta fusca                      

23 Barrow's Goldeneye Bucephala islandica                          
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      September/October 

  Common name Scientific name 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 1 2 3 4 5 6 

24 Hooded Merganser Lophodytes cucullatus                        

25 Common Merganser (Goosander) Mergus merganser                     

26 Osprey Pandion haliaetus                          

27 Bald Eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus                 

28 Northern (Hen) Harrier Circus cyaneus                        

29 Sharp-shinned Hawk Accipiter striatus                          

30 Cooper's Hawk Accipiter cooperii                         

31 Red-tailed Hawk Buteo jamaicensis                     

32 Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus                        

33 American Coot Fulica americana                         

34 Sandhill Crane Grus canadensis                          

35 Killdeer Charadrius vociferus                         

36 Black Oystercatcher Haematopus bachmani                         

37 Greater Yellowlegs Tringa melanoleuca                          

38 Lesser Yellowlegs Tringa flavipes                         L/O 

39 Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularia                          

40 Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus                          

41 Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres                          

42 Black Turnstone Arenaria melanocephala                       

43 Surfbird Aphriza virgata                         

44 Western Sandpiper Calidris mauri                         

45 Pectoral Sandpiper Calidris melanotos                          

46 Long-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus scolopaceus                        

47 Bonaparte's Gull Larus philadelphia                          

48 Mew (Common) Gull Larus canus                

49 Ring-billed Gull Larus delawarensis                   
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      September/October 

  Common name Scientific name 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 1 2 3 4 5 6 

50 California Gull Larus californicus                      

51 American Herring Gull Larus smithsonianus                    

52 Glaucous-winged Gull Larus glaucescens                

53 Common Murre (Guillemot) Uria aalge                       

54 Pigeon Guillemot Cepphus columba                         

55 Marbled Murrelet Brachyramphus marmoratus                         

56 Ancient Murrelet Synthliboramphus antiquus                          

57 Rhinoceros Auklet Cerorhinca monocerata                         

58 Feral Pigeon Columba livia                  

59 Band-tailed Pigeon Columba fasciata                          

60 Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto                   

61 Belted Kingfisher Ceryle alcyon                

62 Red-breasted Sapsucker Sphyrapicus ruber                          

63 Downy Woodpecker Picoides pubescens                          

64 Northern Flicker Colaptes auratus                       

65 Pileated Woodpecker Dryocopus pileatus           H               

66 Anna's Hummingbird Calypte anna                          

67 Hutton's Vireo Vireo huttoni                          

68 Steller's Jay Cyanocitta stelleri                 

69 Northwestern Crow Corvus caurinus              

70 Common Raven Corvus corax               

71 Black-capped Chickadee Poecile atricapillus                          

72 Chestnut-backed Chickadee Poecile rufescens                     

73 Bushtit Psaltriparus minimus                          

74 Red-breasted Nuthatch Sitta canadensis                       

75 Pacific Wren Troglodytes pacificus                      
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      September/October 

  Common name Scientific name 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 1 2 3 4 5 6 

76 American Dipper Cinclus mexicanus                     

77 Golden-crowned Kinglet Regulus satrapa                       

78 American Robin Turdus migratorius                  

79 Varied Thrush Ixoreus naevius                       

80 European Starling Sturnus vulgaris                     

81 American Pipit Anthus rubescens                         

82 Cedar Waxwing Bombycilla cedrorum                         

83 Yellow Warbler Dendroica petechia                          

84 Yellow-rumped Warbler Dendroica coronata                          

85 Townsend's Warbler Dendroica townsendi                          

86 Spotted Towhee Pipilo maculatus                          

87 Chipping Sparrow Spizella passerina                       

88 Savannah Sparrow Passerculus sandwichensis                           

89 Fox Sparrow Passerella iliaca                          

90 Song Sparrow Melospiza melodia               

91 White-crowned Sparrow Zonotrichia leucophrys                          

92 Golden-crowned Sparrow Zonotrichia atricapilla                          

93 Dark-eyed Junco Junco hyemalis                     

94 Red-winged Blackbird Agelaius phoeniceus                         

95 House Finch Carpodacus mexicanus                          

96 Red Crossbill Loxia curvirostra                        

97 Pine Siskin Carduelis pinus                         

98 American Goldfinch Carduelis tristis                          

99 House Sparrow Passer domesticus                     
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      September/October 

  Common name Scientific name 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 1 2 3 4 5 6 

Mammals                             

1 Black Bear Ursus americanus     1 7             1     

2 Grizzly Bear Ursus horribilis               1 10 7 6     

3 Northern Racoon Procyon lotor     4 1 2                 

4 American Marten Martes americana                 1         

5 Mink Mustela vison                   1       

6 Sea Otter Enhydea lutris         50                 

7 River Otter Lutra canadensis                           

8 Grey Wolf Canis lupus     3                     

9 Steller's Sea Lion Eumetopias jubatus       20 1 1 1             

10 California Sea Lion Zalophus californianus     2                   1 

11 Harbour Seal Phoca vitulina   1   20   20 10 25 2 1 1   1 

12 Red Squirrel Tamiasciurus hudsonicus   1     1 1 1             

13 Douglas Squirrel Tamiasciurus douglasi                 1         

14 Roosevelt Elk Cervus canadensis           1           7   

15 Mule (Black-tailed) Deer Odocoileus hemionus       3 1           1 1   

16 Orca Orcinus orca             31             

17 Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena     10   3                 

18 Humpback Whale Megaptera novaeangliae     6     3 10             

19 Ermine Mustela erminea                       1   

20 European Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus                         1 

Other Taxa                

1 Northwestern Salamander Ambystoma gracile                          

2 Banana Slug Ariolimax columbianus                        
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      September/October 

  Common name Scientific name 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 1 2 3 4 5 6 

3 Painted Lady Vanessa cardui                         

4 Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta                         

5 7 Spot Ladybird Coccinella septempunctata                          

 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and 

future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485

