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Tour Participants:  Peter Dunn (leader) & Ken Walker (local guide) together with eight Naturetrek clients. 

Summary 

This was the third ‘Canada: The West’ tour of 2015 and, as far as the mammals were concerned, it proved to be 

an exciting tour. Although we had some rain during the first few days, this did not stop the enthusiasm when out 

watching Humpback Whales and Black Bears, and it only rained for short periods! Later during the tour the sun 

came out; and stayed out. Then the temperature rose to the late teens, highlighting the scenery and bringing all 

sorts of other wildlife into view. The end result was 115 species of birds and 18 of mammals. 

Day 1 Friday 18th September 

The day was mainly taken up by our flights to Vancouver from Heathrow. This year logistics meant two flights 

were needed to transport the group. Some group members flew with Peter on the earlier Air Canada flight and 

arrived at the Coast Tsawwassen Inn at 2pm. This group then spent two hours on an eventful walk around some 

trees and bushes close to Boundary Bay. A field held a large flock of Canada Geese and one or two diminutive 

Cackling Geese. Fruiting shrubs in the woods attracted a variety of birds including Northern Flicker, American 

Robin, Cedar Waxwing, Western Tanager, and best of all a nice male Varied Thrush. The bay itself was at low 

tide so all the wildfowl (mostly American Wigeon and Northern Pintail) were a long way away. Gulls in the area 

consisted of Ring-billed and large Glaucous-winged. We walked back along a cycle track and found a large flock 

of sparrows in which we identified both Golden and White-crowned. A pair of Anna’s Hummingbirds battled 

for flower supremacy. We met up later for a meal in the lively Brown’s Social Bar next door to the hotel before 

retiring to bed. 

 

The second half of the group flew on a later British Airways flight. They were met at the airport by our local 

guide Ken and arrived at the hotel around 8pm. Most opted to go straight to bed, looking forward to our first 

full day in British Columbia tomorrow. 

Day 2 Saturday 19th September 

Those who woke early met at 7am in the hotel lobby. As it had started to rain we decided to have an early 

breakfast, being joined later by the others for a briefing at 8am. We then packed the two vehicles and headed 

down to the ferry terminal to catch the 10.15am ferry to Vancouver Island. With the rain still heavy, everyone 

opted to remain in the vehicles until we boarded. Once on board, some met on the top deck to watch the 

crossing. On the wharfs there were Brandt’s Cormorants and many Glaucous-winged Gulls, and as with left the 

dock a party of Harbour Porpoise swam past, including some youngsters. A single Steller Sea Lion was also 

loafing about offshore as we left. On the crossing we had a few more sighting of porpoise, mainly California 

Gulls around the boat, and a male Surf Scoter flew round the boat three times before heading east. 

 

The rain stopped as we reached Nanaimo and we heading north and then west towards Ucluelet, stopping at 

Little Qualicum Falls where Peter walked with the group to view both falls, whilst Ken prepared lunch. Wildlife 

was scarce here but we managed to see an American Robin and a few Dark-eyed Juncos. We then continued our 

journey. En route we saw many Turkey Vultures, and a rest stop at River Taylor produced quite a few White-

crowned Sparrows and some lucky clients saw an American Dipper on the river.  
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At Ucluelet we drove to our hotel where we were staying for the next few nights. Some saw River Otters in the 

harbour and a few Harbour Seals. After a short rest we re-grouped in the mini bus and Ken drove us to the 

Seafront Restaurant where we enjoyed a very nice dinner. We returned for a welcome sleep, with high 

expectations of the weather being better the next day. 

Day 3 Sunday 20th September 

Some of the group met Peter around 7am but it was still raining, so we made camp under the verandah at the 

back of the hotel where we drank coffee and looked out over the inlet. This proved to be a good move as we had 

some of the best views of a party of four River Otters which came across the inlet then climbed onto the 

walkway and passed close by us. We also had good views of Belted Kingfisher and added Western Gull and 

Lincoln Sparrow to the list. 

 

We then headed to the Black Rock Resort where we enjoyed a leisurely breakfast while watching the roaring 

Pacific Ocean from their Fetch Restaurant. Arriving back at our hotel to get kitted up in our waterproofs, we 

were informed that the weather had put paid to our whale watching adventure this afternoon so we hastily 

rearranged a trip for Monday afternoon from Tofino. We then spent the rest of the day on the Pacific Rim 

Coast, visiting the Amphritite Lighthouse and the visitor centre at Wickaninnish 

 

With the rain and low cloud it became apparent that migrating geese were losing their way and squabbling flocks 

of the small Cackling Goose passed continuously overhead. Probably around 500 and also four Greater White-

fronted Geese were seen during an hour around Amphritite Point. Offshore one or two Common Loons (Great 

Northern Divers) and Brandt’s Cormorants passed by. In the drizzle we also managed to see a number of the 

fox-coloured form of Song Sparrow, and Pacific Wren.  

 

We bought lunch in the local store and consumed it in a covered picnic area in the national park. As the rain 

stopped and blue sky appeared in the north, we walked to the visitor centre at Wickaninnish where an adult Bald 

Eagle passed over us. Some spent time visiting the exhibits whilst others walked one of the shoreline trails, 

finding Black Oystercatcher, Pelagic Cormorant and another Surf Scoter. There were also many Black Bear scats 

containing berry seed on the grass and on the beach, with warning notices scattered around. The sun was out but 

the wind increased slightly as we headed back to the centre. We all met up and then headed back to Ucluelet, 

where two adult Bald Eagles could be seen sitting in trees in the distance. The rest of the late afternoon was 

spent exploring the town, and we met up at 6.45pm to go to dinner at a local restaurant. 

Day 4 Monday 21st September 

It dawned a bright sunny day. We had an early breakfast as we had two boat trips out of Tofino today, so after a 

visit to The Blue Room we headed north. A brief visit to an aboriginal museum was arranged before we headed 

to Jamie’s Whale Watching station to be kitted out in our floatation onesies! 

 

The zodiac ride was exhilarating and we had two excellent sightings of Black Bear, both down at the waters edge 

and both eating sea food. One was turning over rocks and boulders looking for crabs and other crustacean whilst 

the other was grazing on barnacles encrusted on the rocks. The light could not have been better for the latter 

sighting and we stayed for some time watching the bear methodically work the shore line, breaking off huge 
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swaths of barnacles to eat. We also saw a large group of Harbour Seals hauled out on some rocks and a 

magnificent adult Bald Eagle sat in a dead tree. 

 

The zodiac returned to Tofino where we quickly removed the onesies and got suitably dressed for a whale 

watching session. We took our lunch on board and headed out into the Pacific Ocean where we successfully 

found a Grey Whale and followed it for half an hour. Also on this trip we saw a ‘haul out’ of huge Steller Sea 

Lions, and a small group of Sea Otters, one of which had a kit on its chest. New birds included Harlequin Duck, 

Heermann’s Gull and Pigeon Guillemot. 

 

Returning to Tofino, we had some time to visit more museums or just relax in the sunshine with a hot beverage 

before we returned south to Ucluelet. That evening we were treated to an excellent gourmet meal at Norwoods 

Restaurant before we all turned in to get some sleep before a long day of travel to Zeballos. 

Day 5 Tuesday 22nd September 

Today was a transition day and we had the long drive to Zeballos. The day dawned sunny but cool and we had 

breakfast at the Gray Whale. The drive was punctuated by frequent stops along the route to enjoy the wildlife 

and scenery, but the weather gradually worsened with heavy rain by mid afternoon spoiling some of the views. 

Our first stop was at the River Taylor rest area we had used before. Steller’s Jays greeted us and we saw a number 

of Sockeye Salmon in the river. The next stop was in Port Alberni to buy lunch and then on to Cathedral Grove 

where we walked the trails around the remnant of ancient woodland. It is a busy attraction so not much wildlife 

was encountered, although Peter briefly saw a Brown Creeper. We did, however, enjoy the atmosphere and 

spectacle of the giant Douglas Firs. Particularly interesting was the ‘Big Tree’, which was 300 years old when 

Columbus arrived in America!  

 

The next destination was our lunch stop at Oyster Rock Beach. Offshore were Surf and White-winged Scoters 

and Harlequin Duck, and a flock of Greater Scaup flew past. We could also compare Western, Red-necked and 

Slavonian (Horned) Grebes, whilst three Black-bellied (Grey) Plover fed on the beach with a Sanderling.  

 

After our picnic by the beach we set off again towards Saywards Junction, our next stop. The rains started and 

we made haste in the worsening weather towards Zeballos. We couldn’t see very much in the misty conditions as 

we continued on to our next overnight stop at Cedar’s Lodge, arriving about 6pm. We quickly settled in and then 

met for a visit to the harbour where we had great views of an adult Bald Eagle sat close to the minibus enabling 

some nice photographs. Dinner was taken in the hotel, after which we caught up on our species checklists before 

retiring to bed following a long driving day. 

Day 6 Wednesday 23rd September 

With heavy overnight rain, only two brave souls venture out before breakfast where American Robins fed like 

British Blackbirds on the lawns, and Goosanders sat in the river. One almost certainly saw a bear cub run over 

some gardens. We then all met for breakfast and got ready for the boat trip ahead. After a filling breakfast we 

met down at the dock with drizzle dampening some of the enthusiasm. After a particularly heavy shower while 

out in the channel, the clouds lifted, it became brighter and we almost had some sunshine! This was all we 

needed as birds and animals started to appear. First, two small auks were seen on the water which were the 
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strangely named Ancient Murrelet, a species whose nesting areas were little know until after the 1950’s. Our 

intrepid bear watcher, Donna saw another Black Bear briefly on the shoreline as it climbed back into the woods. 

A few single Sea Otters were ‘stalked’ and photographed, then Captain Dan shouted “whale” and ahead of us 

was the tell-tale shape of a Humpback Whale. We stayed with this cow/calf pair, all the time watching more 

blows in the distance. 

 

We visited the second pair of adult Humpback Whales, watched more Sea Otters, and even landed on a deserted 

island for a ‘rest stop’ before reaching the Pacific Ocean and heading back inland. By this time the tide had gone 

out and Peter spied a Black Bear with a cub on the tideline which stayed long enough for us to creep up and 

photograph. Another large male was seen on a river tributary, eating vegetation. Bird species during the trip 

included Greater Scaup, Western and Red-necked Grebes, and new for the tour, two Hooded Mergansers and a 

flock of Surfbirds with two Black Turnstones. 

 

Highly satisfied with how the morning (and early afternoon) had panned out, we headed back into Zeballos for a 

warming lunch of soup and sandwiches before we headed out again, this time in the vehicles to look at some 

sites inland. 

 

We set off to explore the area and see if we could connect with any wildlife in the enormous forest. We drove up 

to Nomash Bridge and en route came across a Ruffed Grouse feeding at the side of the track which allowed us 

to approach closely for photographs. We checked all the available clearings looking for Elk, and having been 

mistaken for ‘hunters’ by some foresters, we retraced our track and visited the causeway beyond Resolution Park. 

Here we found another Sea Otter feeding in the tributary and saw a number of ‘rusty’ Song Sparrows and two 

Bald Eagles before it was time to return to the hotel for dinner. 

 

Dinner was a choice of ribs, pork, salmon or lasagne, after which we completed our checklists and retired to bed 

for an early start in the morning. 

Day 7 Thursday 24th September 

The day dawned to the sound of heavy rain, but everyone was up and ready for an early breakfast before 

departing at 7.30am for Port MacNeil to catch our boat for another whale watching trip. 

 

The torrential rain produced some spectacular water falls as we carefully drove the stone track from Zeballos 

back to Highway 19; then it was full steam ahead for Port MacNeil. We arrived in good time and were soon 

marching down the gangway to board the large rib-type vessel, which fortunately had plenty of inside room to 

shelter from the heaviest of the rain. Setting off, we saw Rhinoceros Auklets at the harbour entrance and then a 

few Harbour Seals out in the channel. We drove to a spot where there were hundreds of birds feeding including 

Guillemots, gulls, nice summer-plumaged Pacific Divers and Sooty Shearwaters. This collection of birds 

indicated fish and soon we were watching Humpback Whales ‘fluking’ and feeding alongside the boat. A flock of 

Snow Geese was an early sign of winter approaching, and small groups of Red-necked Phalaropes spun on the 

water. A later group of Humpback Whales were side-lunge feeding, not coming vertically out but almost like a 

side-stroke in swimming. A little further on we came across a bachelor colony of Steller (Northern) Sea Lions, 

the huge pale males hunting fish in the tide race. Lunch was a warming bowl of soup, a roll and juice, subsidised 

by goodies from Ken’s food bag! 
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In the afternoon the rain began to ease and at one point a line of blue sky was seen and the sun nearly came out. 

As the rain finally stopped we came across a large pod (around 100) of Pacific White-sided Dolphins which bow-

rode and leaped around the boat as we motored along. With no rain and calm conditions, one or two other birds 

were found including a couple of Fork-tailed Storm Petrels, both Ancient and Marbled Murrelets, and large 

flocks of American Wigeon, Surf and White-winged Scoters and Green-winged Teal. 

 

We were returning to the harbour when a female Black Bear with four cubs was seen feeding along the tide line. 

Cameras rattled away until she decided to take them back into the woods. What a finish to our trip! 

 

Despite the rain, this trip came good in the end and we arrived back at the dock around 3.15pm where a female 

Hooded Merganser and Savannah Sparrows were feeding. We then transferred to our comfortable hotel at the 

Black Bear Lodge for the night.. 

 

After getting settled in, we headed off at 5.30pm to Cluxewe for our dinner and a walk along the beach (briefly 

pausing to watch some skittish Mule Deer). This produced some good birds with summer plumaged Common 

Loon and Harlequin Duck along with Red-necked and Horned Grebes. Three Bald Eagles (two adults and a 

juvenile) sat above the restaurant and one came down to some fish scraps while we were eating. After a delicious 

buffet dinner we headed back to the hotel. 

Day 8 Friday 25th September 

A walk around the car park at Black Bear Resort produced Yellow Warbler, House Finch, American Robin and 

European Starling. After breakfast we headed for Telegraph Cove where the group visited the whale museum 

and explored the settlement. Overhead groups of Red Crossbills moved from stands of pines, and Chestnut-

backed Chickadees fed in the lower branches. We then drove back towards Port Hardy, stopping to view the log 

sorting antics in Beaver Cove, and arriving at a campground outside Port Hardy to eat our lunch before 

continuing to the seaplane office to check in. Once weighed and checked in, we were transported to the airport 

where a Pacific Coast Grumman G-21 Goose boat plane was waiting to transport us to Great Bear Lodge. 

 

We arrived with the customary warm welcome and settled for a while before the group went on their first bear 

watch. As it was raining, this was to the covered blind (hide) with chairs and we sat watching large salmon trying 

to navigate the rapids. After a while a female Grizzly Bear with two cubs came up the river to feed on the 

salmon. They were quite picky, lifting fish from the water but rejecting them if they were males as they wanted 

the spawning females. We must have shot thousands of images on these three, during which time another female 

with two cubs made a brief appearance downstream. Finally, just before dark, a huge dark male Grizzly Bear 

came from upstream and started to feed. It was getting too dark to see so we returned to the Lodge and enjoyed 

a superb dinner of salmon ourselves!  

Day 9 Saturday 26th September 

This morning we had a wakeup call for breakfast and all met for a real feast to set us up for the day. We then 

headed for the BBC platform, so named as Chris Packham had filmed there. The sky was almost clear. We were 

delayed for an hour by a female and two cubs fishing close to the road on an island in the river. Eventually these 

three walked out of view and we continued to the platform. We sat for two hours with no sightings of bears, but 
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bird species included some close Bald Eagles, an American Dipper and a Spotted Sandpiper. We were ready to 

leave when Greg asked us to sit still as a female with two cubs was approaching along the road. They came 

within 30 feet of us and then turned after standing on their hind legs to check us out. They eventually swam 

across the river where they started feeding. We needed to leave for lunch. Some had just got on a bus when a 

huge male appeared on our river bank and walked towards us. He was checking out where we had been sitting 

and sniffed around and scent-marked the platform before slowly ambling away along the river bank. The other 

half of the group could not get to their bus so had to stand outside and watch him walk past. The ride back was 

full of chatter about these exciting sightings but it had not finished as another female with two cubs were seen 

on the landward side of the road and we watched them climb the hill out of sight. We finally made it back to the 

lodge for lunch and a short rest before the afternoon’s activities. 

 

Following our rest we went for a walk into the rain forest with Blakeley, Marcus and Ali who pointed out the 

different fruiting plants and types of trees. We also saw Swainson’s Thrush, Red-breasted Sapsucker, Brown 

Creeper and Golden-crowned Kinglet. At one point we left the road and followed an old bear trail down to the 

inlet, where Blakeley showed us a bear rubbing tree, a day den and also a number of Banana Slugs. We got a ride 

back to the lodge for snacks and then kitted up for another session on the platform 

 

The bright sunshine made photography a little better and soon a battle-scarred old male Grizzly Bear known as 

Bo Diddley came out of the forest and started fishing. He was very efficient, catching four big Chum Salmon and 

taking most of them into the forest to eat. He was around for about two hours and we were also visited by 

another bear, thought to be one nick-named Sleepy Bear, who swam from our side of the inlet and started to 

work the side of the island way from us. We had enjoyed the evening’s bear viewing, and also the young Bald 

Eagle eating a fish opposite us. As dusk fell we made our way back to the buses and returned to the lodge in time 

for another dinner and eventually retiring to bed.  

Day 10 Sunday 27th September 

The morning dawned overcast, dry and mild, but the day improved with bright sun by the afternoon. After 

breakfast we headed to the BBC platform and again enjoyed great bear activity with up to five bears visiting the 

salmon rapids. Two cubs had a play fight in the water right in front of us while their mother fed on salmon. 

There was a good selection of gulls today with the usual Mew, California and Glaucous-winged being 

supplemented by up to four Thayer’s Gulls (2 adults, 2 1st winter) and two immature American Herring Gulls. 

Also two American Dippers chased around in front of us.  

 

Following lunch we headed out into the channel in search of a whale and we found it; a single Humpback Whale 

feeding close to the shore. We also visited the hidden waterfall in ‘Pirates’ Cove’, and others had a quick visit to 

Walkham Bay. 

 

The afternoon bear watch was back on the BBC platform where two bears were already present when we 

arrived, followed later by the male called Bo Diddley. He wondered off (suffering from obvious signs of a 

tapeworm) and another bear was briefly seen crossing the river from our side to the island. Just as we were about 

to leave another male appeared to our right and the two earlier bears appeared to our left. They were heading for 

each other but the two had second thoughts and turned away from any confrontation. 
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After another nice evening meal we watched a video of things we had seen or were told about during the past 

two action-packed days. We had hoped to see the eclipse of the moon, which was to be a ‘blood’ moon, but the 

cloud had returned, scuppering that idea. 

Day 11 Monday 28th September 

Our final day at Great Bear Lodge dawned bright and sunny with River Otters feeding just off the deck. After 

another fine breakfast, we headed off to the same platform as previous days. Approaching the area we came 

across two female bears know by the guides as ‘the sisters’; one dark and one quite blond. We watched these for 

a while as they fed, eventually disappearing behind an island. We continued on to the platform where a bear was 

already on the gravel opposite, so we quickly and quietly set ourselves up. After a while ‘the sisters’ appeared and 

also started rooting about on the gravel, the first bear ignoring them.  

 

Things then started to hot up. Two bears were seen in the river to our left and they came straight past us quite 

close, the guides identifying them as Roxanne and her cub Diablo. Roxanne had a reputation for always trying to 

push it, trying to get closer to the guides and dominating the other younger bears. She was the only bear that the 

Lodge owner, Tom, had had to use his pepper spray at! Anyway she ignored us and floated down to the gravel 

area. As she came out of the water, the two sisters saw her and immediately retreated, allowing Roxanne and 

Diablo to feed. The ‘blond sister’ became a little bit too brazen and started edging towards Roxanne, and 

suddenly Diablo set off and chased blondie, closely followed by Roxanne. The end result was blondie crossing to 

our side of the river to get away. She then proceeded to walk towards us and got within 20 feet when Greg said 

’hey bear we know you are there’. This stopped her in her tracks and she slowly climbed the bank and peacefully 

and quietly walked round us, behind the buses and back to the river. You could have heard a pin drop!  

 

We thought that was it, but another female and cub came from the left and entered the gravel area. After a while 

the dark sister was sandwiched between them and Roxanne so had to make a hasty retreat. Roxanne and the 

other mother did some posturing and eventually the other female backed down and Roxanne had succeeded in 

dominating the bank. With this she disappeared up stream with her cub and the other bears started to feed again. 

Meanwhile ‘blondie’ came sailing down the river close by us again to get back to the gravel and re-joined her 

sister. Phew what an epic and something to talk about on our way back to lunch.  

 

We headed back for lunch in good spirits, and to get ready for the estuary trip and the flight back to Port Hardy. 

The metal skiffs all went different ways up the estuary. Each had some good bird sightings and one saw another 

bear. Additions to our list were Barrow’s Goldeneye and a flock of Bonaparte’s Gulls. Also a few Varied 

Thrushes were seen feeding on berries and Morning Cloak and Red Admiral butterflies took advantage of the 

warm sunshine. A few Harbour Porpoise had also ventured into the river to look for salmon. 

 

We returned to the Lodge a little saddened that we had to leave in such fine weather. We got on the first flight 

out, to be met by a smiling Ken at Port Hardy and transported back to Black Bear Lodge, and then dinner. En 

route some spied a Black Bear leaving some bins on a rural car park! 
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Day 12 Tuesday 29th September 

After a casual breakfast and collection of sandwiches for lunch, we headed south on the A19 intending to catch 

the ferry back to the mainland at 5.30pm. We stopped at Tami’s Place for a comfort and refreshment stop, and 

also checked the small lake which held Hooded Merganser, Green-winged Teal and new for the tour, three Ring-

necked Ducks. A Red-breasted Sapsucker also paid a short visit. We continued on to the visitor centre at 

Courtenay where we had our lunch and then continued south, making a brief detour to photograph the ‘Goats 

on the Roof’ at Coombs.   

 

We had an hour or so to spare when we arrived at Nanaimo so we had a walk along the track at Buttertubs 

Marsh. Here we saw our first Pied-billed Grebe and Wood Duck, along with good numbers of American Wigeon 

and good views of Spotted Towhee. There were many Yellow-rumped Warblers in the trees, mostly of the 

‘myrtle’ variety but one had a nice grey head and yellow throat indicting an Audubon’s Warbler, now counted as 

a separate species 

 

We caught the ferry and were soon back on the mainland and heading for our hotel. After a quick change, some 

went to Mario’s for dinner whilst others had an early night after a long travel day. 

Day 13 Wednesday 30th September 

Two early risers headed out to the fields just across the road from the hotel to sample the fresh morning air. 

Song Sparrows greet the dawn, and as the sun rose, White-crowned and House Sparrows, Spotted Towhees and 

Yellow-rumped Warblers became active.  

 

We met for breakfast and Bob thanked Ken on behalf of the group for his expert and precise planning and 

execution of the tour. Peter discussed the species lists, feedback and thanks on behalf of Naturetrek.  

 

As the group was split over two flights and one person was staying in Vancouver, we organised the vehicles so 

people on the early flight went with Peter and those on the later flight and the ‘stayer’ travelled with Ken. Both 

vehicles travelled to the Reifel Migratory Bird Sanctuary where the first bird was a fly-over Sandhill Crane. There 

was fascination at Black-capped Chickadees, Red-winged Blackbirds and a Red-breasted Nuthatch coming to 

feed from hands, and the list of birds was increased around every corner, including American Coot, Northern 

Harrier and Long-billed Dowitcher. Some large skeins of white Snow Geese were spectacular overhead against 

the brilliant blue sky and they joined what sounded like thousands calling from the estuary. Ken’s group opted 

for a tour of Vancouver City before their flight so they left early, whilst the others stayed to sample more wildlife 

highlights such as amazing Cedar Waxwings feeding on berries, a Red-backed Vole and a Western Garter Snake 

crossing the path. Lunch was eaten in the sunshine before making the short journey to the airport.  

 

Both flights left on time and we were soon settled in to our seats, flying east back to London. 
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Day 14 Thursday 1st October 

The overnight flights landed at Heathrow on time or slightly ahead of schedule and the groups met up in the 

baggage reclaim for the last time after an exciting and memorable tour of the west of Canada; the obvious 

highlight and talking point being the magnificent Grizzly Bears. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is now 

live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

This picture was drawn by Sue Walker on her iPad whilst watching the Grizzly Bear named Bo Diddley hunting 

salmon. 
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Species List 

Birds ( = recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

      September 

  Common name Scientific name 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

1 Greater White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons     4                     

2 Snow Goose Chen caerulescens             15           400+ 

3 Canada Goose Branta canadensis                      10  

4 Cackling Goose Branta hutchinsii 2   500        20 20 20 50     

5 Wood Duck Aix sponsa                       1 6 

6 Gadwall Anas strepera             1            

7 American Wigeon Anas americana                       

8 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos          1            

9 Northern Shoveler Anas clypeata                          

10 Northern Pintail Anas acuta            5         4  

11 Green-winged Teal Anas carolinensis           20         

12 Ring-necked Duck Aythya collaris                       15 3 

13 Greater Scaup Aythya marila         60 4               

14 Harlequin Duck Histrionicus histrionicus       25 5   20             

15 Surf Scoter Melanitta perspicillata   1 1  6               

16 White-winged Scoter Melanitta deglandi         9      1   1     

17 Barrow's Goldeneye Bucephala islandica                          

18 Hooded Merganser Lophodytes cucullatus           2 1         10 4 

19 Common Merganser Mergus merganser       1 4           

20 Ruffed Grouse Bonasa umbellus           1               

21 Pacific Diver Gavia pacifica       3 1   100         10   

22 Great Northern Diver Gavia immer   5 2 1 3  2         1   

23 Fork-tailed Storm Petrel Oceanodroma furcata             2             

24 Sooty Shearwater Puffinus griseus                          

25 Pied-billed Grebe Podilymbus podiceps       3                   

26 Red-necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena         2 6  2           

27 Horned Grebe Podiceps auritus         1                 

28 Western Grebe Aechmophorus occidentalis       1 1 2               

29 Great Blue Heron Ardea herodias  2 1           
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  Common name Scientific name 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

30 Brandt's Cormorant Phalacrocorax penicillatus                   

31 Pelagic Cormorant Phalacrocorax pelagicus     2     2               

32 Double-crested Cormorant Phalacrocorax auritus   1     1  2          

33 Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura                       

34 Sharp-shinned Hawk Accipiter striatus     1                   2 

35 Cooper's Hawk Accipiter cooperii 1                         

36 Northern Harrier Circus hudsonius                         2 

37 Bald Eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus     3 4 3 6 8 5 8 4 6 3   

38 Red-tailed Hawk Buteo jamaicensis 2       1             1 1 

39 Virginia Rail Rallus limicola                         H 

40 American Coot Fulica americana                          

41 Sandhill Crane Grus canadensis                         2 

42 Black Oystercatcher Haematopus bachmani   2 20 60   8               

43 Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola         3 2               

44 Killdeer Charadrius vociferus             1             

45 Long-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus scolopaceus               1         40 

46 Marbled Godwit Limosa fedoa     30                     

47 Greater Yellowlegs Tringa melanoleuca     8                   6 

48 Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularius               1 1 1       

49 Black Turnstone Arenaria melanocephala           3            

50 Surfbird Aphriza virgata           30   2           

51 Sanderling Calidris alba         1                 

52 Western Sandpiper Calidris mauri             2             

53 Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus             100             

54 Bonaparte's Gull Chroicocephalus philadelphia                     24     

55 Heermann's Gull Larus heermanni       15                   

56 Mew Gull Larus canus       7   2 2         

57 Ring-billed Gull Larus delawarensis                     1   

58 California Gull Larus californicus               1 

59 Glaucous-winged Gull Larus glaucescens              

60 Western Gull Larus occidentalis            2           

61 Thayer's Gull Larus thayeri       1           4       
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  Common name Scientific name 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

62 American Herring Gull Larus smithsonianus                   2 1     

63 Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea             1             

64 Common Guillemot Uria aalge   1 1                  

65 Pigeon Guillemot Cepphus columba            10             

66 Marbled Murrelet Brachyramphus marmoratus             1             

67 Ancient Murrelet Synthliboramphus antiquus       1   2 2             

68 Rhinoceros Auklet Cerorhinca monocerata       1   1 20             

69 Rock Dove (Feral) Columba livia 'feral'                       

70 Band-tailed Pigeon Patagioenas fasciata   2                       

71 Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto    1  2   2         1 1 

72 Anna's Hummingbird Calypte anna 2                     1 2 

73 Belted Kingfisher Megaceryle alcyon   1 1  2    1 2 3 4 1 2 

74 Red-breasted Sapsucker Sphyrapicus ruber                 2     1   

75 Downy Woodpecker Picoides pubescens H                   H     

76 Hairy Woodpecker Picoides villosus               H 2 H H     

77 Northern Flicker Colaptes auratus 6 H H 1       2       1 3 

78 Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus             1             

79 Pacific-slope Flycatcher Empidonax difficilis       1                   

80 Steller's Jay Cyanocitta stelleri     5 2          

81 Northwestern Crow Corvus caurinus              

82 Northern Raven Corvus corax         1  2 6    

83 Cedar Waxwing Bombycilla cedrorum 3                       30 

84 Black-capped Chickadee Poecile atricapillus                         

85 Chestnut-backed Chickadee Poecile rufescens     10   H             

86 American Bushtit Psaltriparus minimus                         12 

87 Golden-crowned Kinglet Regulus satrapa     4           3         

88 Western Marsh Wren Cistothorus palustris paludicola                         1 

89 Bewick's Wren Thryomanes bewickii                       1   

90 Pacific Wren Troglodytes pacificus     2   H                 

91 House Wren Troglodytes aedon                         1 

92 Red-breasted Nuthatch Sitta canadensis                         1 

93 Brown Creeper Certhia americana         1       1         
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94 Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris                    

95 Varied Thrush Ixoreus naevius 1             2   1 4     

96 Swainson's Thrush Catharus ustulatus                 1   1     

97 American Robin Turdus migratorius 2 1 1 3  6   6 6 1 10   

98 American Dipper Cinclus mexicanus   1           1 1 3       

99 House Sparrow Passer domesticus                        

100 House Finch Haemorhous mexicanus               7       2  

101 Red Crossbill Loxia curvirostra               20           

102 American Goldfinch Spinus tristis 1                       5 

103 American Yellow Warbler Setophaga aestiva               3           

104 Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) Warbler Setophaga coronata 5                       

105 Audubon's Warbler Setophaga auduboni                       1 1 

106 Red-winged Blackbird Agelaius phoeniceus                       1   

107 Brewer's Blackbird Euphagus cyanocephalus   1                       

108 Song Sparrow (Pacific Northwest) Melospiza melodia rufina 1   4     3           

109 Lincoln's Sparrow Melospiza lincolnii     3 2       2           

110 White-crowned Sparrow Zonotrichia leucophrys   1       2   2        

111 Golden-crowned Sparrow Zonotrichia atricapilla                1     4  

112 Dark-eyed Junco (Oregon) Junco hyemalis oreganus 2        1   1           

113 Savannah Sparrow Passerculus sandwichensis     2               

114 Spotted Towhee Pipilo maculatus 1                      4 

115 Western Tanager Piranga ludoviciana 1                         

Mammals                             

1 Eastern Grey Squirrel Sciurus carolinensis                         1 

2 Eastern Fox Squirrel Sciurus niger 2                        

3 Douglas's Squirrel Tamiasciurus douglasii                 1 1       

4 American Red Squirrel Tamiasciurus hudsonicus   1     1                 

5 Western Red-backed Vole Myodes californicus                         1 

6 American Black Bear Ursus americanus       2   5         1     

7 Grizzly (Brown) Bear Ursus arctos horribilis               7 8 9 9     

8 Steller Sea Lion Eumetopias jubatus   1   50                  
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9 California Sea Lion Zalophus californianus       1   2 1         1   

10 Harbour Seal Phoca vitulina   2            3 2     

11 Sea Otter Enhydra lutris       7   11               

12 North American River Otter Lontra canadensis   4 4               3     

13 American Marten Martes americana                     1     

14 Mule Deer Odocoileus hemionus         4    5      4   

15 Humpback Whale Megaptera novaeangliae           5 6     1       

16 Grey Whale Eschrichtius robustus       1                   

17 Pacific White-sided Dolphin Lagenorhynchus obliquidens             10             

18 Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena   8       3               

Invertebrates 

Banana Slug, Ariolimax columbianus Cabbage White, Pieris rapae Camberwell Beauty(Morning Cloak), Nymphalis antiopa 

Woolly Bear Moth, Pyrrharctia isabella Spotted Tussock Moth, Lophocampa maculata Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta 

Reptiles & Amphibians 

Western Bullfrog Rana catesbeiana Western Garter Snake Thamnophis elegans  

Fish 

Pink Salmon, Oncorhynchus gorbuscha Chum Salmon, Oncorhynchus keta Sockeye Salmon, Oncorhynchus nerka 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Dawn on the deck of Great Bear Lodge 


