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Tour participants:  Lee Morgan (leader) & Duane West (local guide) with ten Naturetrek clients 

Day 1 Tuesday 6th September 

This day was mostly a travel day with a flight from Heathrow Airport. Despite some delays, the flight itself was 

uneventful. The group met up with the guides in the arrivals lounge and we left the airport in darkness to make 

our way across town to our hotel. Some of the group were lucky enough to spot a Striped Skunk foraging along 

the roadside verge as we drove across town but, other than that, our journey to Tsawwassen was largely 

uneventful. We arrived at our hotel a little after 11pm in the evening local time and, inevitably, people were tired 

after their long day of travel and went straight to bed to catch up on some sleep.  

Day 2 Wednesday 7th September 

After the late night the previous evening we opted to forgo the early birding, giving everyone the opportunity for 

some much-needed rest. So, after a relaxed start to the morning, we loaded up and headed straight to the ferry 

terminal where we scoped the harbour for White-winged and Surf Scoter, Great Northern Divers and looked 

closely at some of the gulls (mostly Ring-billed and Glaucous-winged) that mooched around the terminal.  

 

Once on the ferry we made our way straight to the outer decks where we spotted lots of Pelagic and the odd 

Double-crested Cormorant, a few Black Turnstones and one or two Harbour Seals around the ferry dock. The 

ferry left on time and the crossing was perfect, with calm seas and little or no wind to hamper our viewing out on 

deck. In the calm conditions we were able to get some nice views of Harbour and Dall’s Porpoises and we even 

managed a brief view of a Humpback Whale that fluked before diving. This was an excellent start to our first day 

of adventures. The birdwatching was relatively slow though, with just the odd Pigeon Guillemot and Rhinoceros 

Auklet to keep the birders enthused. Unfortunately, neither species offered us particularly good views... they 

were good enough to put a tick in the box...but our ambitions were for better. 

 

We arrived in Nanaimo a little ahead of schedule, and commenced our journey across Vancouver Island towards 

Ucluelet. Sunshine and blue skies made for a very pleasant journey and we spotted plenty of Turkey Vultures and 

Ravens en route. We stopped for lunch at Little Qualicum Falls where we enjoyed a short walk through the 

Douglas Fir-dominated forest and explored the river in search of American Dipper. Unfortunately thee dippers 

eluded us but we did get some nice views of Dark-eyed Junco, Red-breasted Sapsucker and one of two Yellow-

rumped Warblers. 

 

We returned from our walk to a delicious picnic lunch that had been laid out under a picnic shelter by Duane, 

and we enjoyed our lunch in the forest to the sound of Brown Creepers piping high in the forest canopy and the 

occasional Hairy Woodpecker passing through the tree tops. The pugnacious scolding of Golden-crowned 

Kinglets alerted us to their presence and we were able to get some lovely close views of these tiny birds as they 

passed low in the canopy. 

 

After our leisurely lunch we continued our journey towards the west coast and we arrived in good time at our 

waterfront lodgings in the sleepy fishing harbour of Ucluelet. Once settled into our comfortable rooms we had 

enough time to have a little look for birds around the harbour before heading to a nearby restaurant for dinner 
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where not only did we enjoy a delicious meal ... we also got to watch a doe Black-tailed Deer and her fawn 

grazing happily on the lawn outside.  

Day 3 Thursday 8th September 

An early look around the misty harbour revealed some nice views of a large California Sea Lion, a few Harbour 

Seals and some very close views of a Belted Kingfisher that sat on the balcony of the hotel rooms and angrily 

quarrelled with its own reflection. Other than this, the harbour was quiet apart from a few sport fishermen 

readying their boats for a day salmon fishing. 

 

We drove to Fetch, a nearby restaurant with a commanding view of a picturesque surge channel on the exposed 

west coast. We enjoyed a hearty breakfast before driving to Jamie’s for our scheduled whale-watching trip. We 

set off at 10am for what proved to be a very successful trip. We didn’t have to go far and we had great views of a 

lazy California Sea Lion sleeping on the docks below one of the fish-packing houses, a brief look at a surfacing 

Grey Whale and some great viewing of ‘Pinky’ (a well-known, local Humpback) who was actively lunge feeding 

and fluking in an area just a short distance from the entrance to the harbour. It was a very exciting morning for 

the mammal watchers. It was a little quiet for seabirds (as is often the case at this time of year) but we did spot 

the odd Cassin’s and Rhinoceros Auklets as we travelled, and we also enjoyed some good views of Black 

Oystercatcher, Bald Eagle and Great Blue Heron when we ventured closer to land. We eventually headed back 

towards Ucluelet on the dropping tide. To top things off nicely we managed to spot a couple of Black Bears 

foraging in the intertidal, not far from our mooring, and our skipper kindly extended our tour a little to take us 

over to get a closer look.  

 

We arrived back to another lavish picnic in the park in the company of Northwestern Crows and a hungry flock 

of Cedar Waxwings that busily foraged through the bushes around us. After lunch a few opted to have a look in 

at the Ucluelet aquarium, an excellent facility, that keeps a good stock of local species in some exceptionally well-

constructed displays, and all the specimens on display get released at the end of each season. It was a great way 

to get an up-close look at some of the exceptional marine life that makes these coastal ecosystems so fascinating.  

  

Once everyone had finished, we headed down to walk the trail at Amphitrite point where we explored the coastal 

forests and enjoyed the wonderful, rugged coastal scenery. We even spotted a nice male Sea Otter foraging in the 

kelp. It was an exciting find and, while it didn’t afford us the most outstanding views, it was a good thing to see 

from the shore on that part of the coast. Once again the birdwatching was fairly quiet aside from the now 

familiar flocks of Golden-crowned Kinglets and the odd Song Sparrow and Pacific Wren. 

 

We arrived back at the hotel in the late afternoon, in enough time for a little relaxation before dinner. There was 

just enough  time for the ‘Laruphiles’ to have a  good close look at an aggregation of gulls in the harbour that 

revealed Ring-billed, California and Glaucous-winged Gulls plus an American Herring Gull.  

 

We again ventured out to a nearby restaurant for dinner where, once again, we enjoyed a delicious meal and 

lively conversation, all whilst watching Black-tailed Deer feeding on the lawn outside.  
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Day 4 Friday 9th September 

It was still dark and chilly as we made our way to The Gray Whale for an early, 6am breakfast. Whilst having 

breakfast the skies lightened to reveal an overcast day that threatened rain. Our spirits were not dampened 

though, and after breakfast we headed to Tofino, to Jamie’s, for our scheduled bear-watching tour.  

 

Fortunately for us, the skies had cleared by the time we arrived in Tofino and we donned our large red survival 

suits and generally readied ourselves for our trip in an open Zodiac. The waters were flat calm and we made 

speedy progress as we headed around Mears Island to search the mainland shore for foraging Black Bears. We 

were not disappointed and enjoyed some lovely encounters with about eight different bears, which included 

some lovely views of a female with a very cute cub. We also enjoyed some very nice views of a haul out of 

Harbour Seals and the odd view of Harbour Porpoises too. 

 

Once again, there were very few birds around but we spotted a few Red-necked Grebes and enjoyed good views 

of the usual Great Blue Herons and Bald Eagles. We also spotted a small flock of Least Sandpipers that flew past 

as we headed back into the dock.  

 

We had very little time to eat our lunch during our busy bear-watching trip so most took time to enjoy their 

packed lunch whilst sitting in the sunshine on the rear deck of the whale-watching station before we eventually 

headed off to spend the afternoon exploring some of the touristy sites around Tofino.  

 

We reconvened for an early dinner at Wolf in the Fog, voted one of Canada’s best restaurants. The entire 

occasion was a hoot with lots of fun conversation, some spectacularly impressive food, all helped along by a 

glass or two of everyone’s favourite tipple. It was an excellent way to end a great day and the whole group 

returned to Ucluelet tired but in very high spirits. 

Day 5 Saturday 10th September 

We all met early and headed to the Blue Room for a hearty breakfast. It was a lovely morning and a few people 

managed to spot a Pacific-slope Flycatcher feeding in the bushes outside the window as they waited for their 

breakfast to arrive. After everyone had finished, we set off we set off on our journey towards Zeballos.  

 

A brief stop en route provided us with the opportunity to admire some of the magnificent, old-growth cedars 

and firs that grow at Cathedral Grove. In addition to the beautiful trees and moss-covered forest floor (rich in 

freshly formed slime moulds and fungus fruiting bodies as it turned out), we also managed to get some lovely 

views of Red Squirrel (a completely different genus from the European Red Squirrel, but equally endearing) and 

more Red-breasted Sapsuckers.  

 

After completing the short loop trail around the grove, we set off again towards our lunch site at Miracle Beach. 

When we arrived, Duane set up the lunch whilst the rest went for a walk along the shore and then into the forest 

in search of birds. A scan of the ocean got us some nice but distant views of Great Northern Diver, plenty of 

Gulls, Grebes, Surf Scoters and even a few Harlequin Ducks. However, in the forest we enjoyed some nice views 
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of Northern Flicker and an encounter with a large mixed flock of birds that included Red-breasted Sapsucker, 

Hairy and Downy Woodpeckers, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Hammond’s Flycatcher, Brown Creeper, Swainson’s 

Thrush and lots and lots of American Robins. Eventually we also got to see the Red-breasted Nuthatches that 

we could hear calling from high in the canopy, too. 

 

Elated from our first decent opportunity to see a good selection of typical forest birds, we enjoyed a delicious 

lunch before continuing our journey towards Zeballos. A brief comfort stop at Sayward Junction provided a little 

opportunity to stretch our legs and peruse the work of a local chainsaw carver (and also provided some with the 

opportunity to enjoy an ice cream too) before we eventually turned off the main highway north and commenced 

the final leg of our journey along the long, gravel, logging road towards Zeballos.  

 

The remainder of our trip was largely uneventful and, after a brief stop to look at some recent signs of beaver 

activity, we finally arrived at the Zeballos in time for dinner. Once again, the good humour and banter continued 

throughout our lovely homemade dinner, and afterwards some of the group went for a little walk through town 

to listen for owls and look for signs of wildlife along the estuary. 

Day 6 Sunday 11th September 

The group woke early, enjoyed a leisurely breakfast and readied themselves for the eagerly anticipated boat trip 

out into the Zeballos Inlet in search of Sea Otters. A walk down to the harbour provided a little time to watch 

the Robins visiting the Pacific Crab Apple trees and see the Barn Swallows twittering from their perches on the 

overhead lines in town. 

 

We were met at the dock by Dan, our jovial boat captain and expert local guide for the day, and we were quickly 

ushered aboard and set out onto the flat-calm waters of the inner inlet. It was a mild and overcast morning and 

perfectly still, ideal conditions for spotting wildlife and for admiring the wonderful views along the inlet. It 

wasn’t too long before we had spotted our first Sea Otter, a large, solitary male, and we moved in for a closer 

look. This particular otter wasn’t overly interested in our attention so we left him alone and moved on to find 

another, more accommodating individual. Our morning continued in much the same way, leap-frogging between 

individuals and small groups of wonderfully angelic-looking otters, a few of which had fluffy young pups with 

them. As we made our way further and further out to towards the Nutchatlitz, we also spotted feeding 

Humpbacks, and some small groups of Harbour Porpoises.   

 

After a short ‘natural break’ in our adventure we continued to explore the exposed reefs and kelp beds near the 

entrance to the inlet, where we spotted a large raft of approximately 50 Sea Otters. The warm sun had broken 

through and, in the flat-calm conditions, Dan was skilfully able to negotiate the shallow reef to allow us to take a 

closer look. We enjoyed nearly half an hour surrounded by a very playful and inquisitive group of Sea Otters...a 

moment of wildlife magic! 

 

As we eventually headed back towards Zeballos, we stopped briefly to look at a Mink that was spotted 

scampering along the rocks but rapidly shifting tides meant we couldn’t linger. We did stop to take a closer look 

at the Humpbacks that we had passed on our way out. They surfaced and fluked close to the boat for a while and 

we all got a good sense of the scale - and smell - of these enormous ocean giants. We returned to the lodge 
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buzzing with excitement from our action-packed morning of wildlife watching and very ready for our later-than-

normal lunch , and ready to re-charge for the afternoon.  

After a little relaxation we ventured out for a walk in the afternoon sunshine around some of the local forest 

trails and along the river. There was very little wildlife moving in the heat of the afternoon but, amongst a variety 

of other things, we managed to get some nice views of Bald Eagles, Turkey Vultures, Steller’s Jays, Northern 

Flicker and Red-tailed Hawk.  

 

Our day was rounded off perfectly with another wonderful meal, a glass of wine and a little time to get some of 

our lists up to date.  

Day 7 Monday 12th September 

We enjoyed an early breakfast before saying our farewells to Zeballos and heading to Port McNeil. We stopped 

at the beaver ponds to watch the American Dippers and Barrow’s Goldeneye before continuing our journey 

back along the logging road, out to the main highway and northwards. Our journey was uneventful and we 

arrived in Port McNeil just in time to board the Naiad for our trip out into Johnstone Strait to look for Orcas. It 

was beautifully calm weather but patchy fog (common at this time of the year) was limiting visibility in some 

parts of the strait so we kept our fingers crossed, hoping that our luck would last and the fog would lift. 

After a cheery welcome to the boat from Captain Bill we were quickly underway and heading out onto the glassy 

waters of the strait. There were seabirds everywhere and, during the course of our trip, we enjoyed some 

excellent views of Thayer’s Gulls, Fork-tailed Storm Petrel, Sooty Shearwater, Great Northern and Pacific 

Divers, Marbled Murrelets and Pigeon Guillemots amidst big rafts of Rhinoceros Auklets, Cassin’s Auklets and 

Common Murres (Guillemots). In addition to this we enjoyed watching some amazing, close encounters with 

some of the northern resident Orcas (including a young calf breaching and tail slapping near the boat) until the 

fog eventually got so thick we couldn’t see a thing. 

The thick fog also meant we had to use some of our other senses as we moved on to explore other parts of the 

Broughton Archipelago, and a slow drift by a haul out of huge Steller’s Sea Lions gave us a good opportunity to 

listen to their roaring vocalisations ....and we could certainly smell them too! The sun eventually burnt through 

the fog over Blackfish Sound and we ended our tour watching lunge-feeding Humpbacks before we inevitably 

ran out of time and had to head back to Port McNeill. Once back in town we drove to the hotel. After such a 

busy morning most were ready for a little afternoon ‘down time’ but some opted to return to the harbour to look 

for birds (where amongst other things they had nice views of Long- and Short-billed Dowitchers and Hooded 

Merganser). 

 

We headed out once again in the early evening to go for dinner at the restaurant at the Cluxewe Campground.  

We arrived a little earlier than expected and occupied our time with a short walk along the seashore. We enjoyed 

some nice views of numerous grebes, divers and a few Harlequin Ducks before the cooler-than-expected evening 

air eventually forced many to seek refuge in the warmth of the restaurant where we enjoyed another great meal 

before heading back to our hotel.  
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Day 8 Tuesday 13th September 

A few of the group met for a quick morning look around the harbour for birds where we had some good views 

of White-crowned Sparrow, Sharp-shinned Hawk, Bald Eagle, Mew Gull, Killdeer and Hooded Merganser. 

 

The group met at the vehicles for 9am and we departed for a morning visit to the nearby Telegraph Cove where 

we spent the morning exploring the colourful dockside buildings in the sunshine and visiting the excellently 

presented Whale Museum for a look at its fabulous collection of marine mammal skeletons! A few of us also 

spent some time taking a closer look at the dockside pilings and got some lovely looks at Hooded Nudibranchs, 

Lion’s Mane and Cross Jellyfish, and both Ochre and Mottled Seastars (both of which have become a rarer sight 

since the Viral Seastar Wasting Disease wiped out a considerable part of the population in this area).     

 

Once we had managed to surgically remove a few individuals from the gift shop (well, I guess there was a really 

good sale on), we moved on to the Quatse River for lunch. Here we enjoyed a relaxed lunch in the sunshine by 

the river and spent a little time looking for Yellow-rumped Warblers in the tall trees. We then made the short 

drive to Port Hardy Float Plane Dock where we weighed our bags and readied ourselves for our journey to 

Great Bear Lodge. 

 

It was with some excitement (for some of us at least) that we found out we were actually going to be flying to the 

lodge in a Grumman Goose (rather than the usual float plane). This would be an exciting new experience for 

most of us but it was a particularly exciting treat for Martin, who seemed to know just about everything there is 

to know about these wonderful vintage seaplanes.  

 

Our flight went smoothly and provided excellent views over the forested coastal inlets and high mountains of the 

coastal ranges as we flew into towards the head of Smith Inlet. Numerous smiling faces of the lodge staff were 

waiting to greet us all on our arrival and, once the previous guests departed and we had watched the planes take 

off from the inlet, we were quickly ushered towards refreshments and snacks and given a quick orientation of the 

lodge and given a little time to get settled. 

 

It wasn’t long thought before we were ready to go out on our first excursion in search of Grizzlies and we all 

climbed aboard the old school buses that would transport us along the bumpy logging road to the open viewing 

platforms on the banks of the Nekite River. Before we even arrived at the stands we had seen several Grizzlies 

from the road so we were already very happy. However, our evening on the viewing platform was considerably 

improved by some amazing encounters (some of which were very close) with several (at least seven in fact) 

different Grizzly Bears that actively fished for fresh run Chum Salmon in the river in front of us, dug out redds 

of fresh salmon eggs from the exposed gravel bar in front of us, and generally did all the things we had all hoped 

to see bears doing whilst in the forest (yes...we even saw that too). It was difficult to see how things could be any 

better than we experienced and, as darkness fell, we returned to the lodge on a high, and a slight state of disbelief 

in what we had all just experienced. 

Day 9 Wednesday 14th September 

We woke early and enjoyed coffee as the sunrise slowly illuminated the beautiful views across the inlet. It was 

going to be another gorgeous day in the ‘rainforest’. After enjoying a relaxed breakfast we readied ourselves for 
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another day of excitement and ventured off on the little school buses once again for our morning bear watch at 

the viewing platforms. Our thoughts that things couldn’t get better were quickly dispelled when we experienced 

yet another amazing bear viewing session with numerous close encounters, bears swimming past us, bears 

fishing, a pair of young male bears showing off and wrestling under the admiring gaze of two young 

females...you name it, we saw bears doing it.  It was an unbelievable morning of bear viewing. To top things off 

we also had some lovely views of American Dipper, a variety of gulls (including a Thayer’s Gull), Bald Eagle, and 

Belted Kingfisher. 

 

We returned to the lodge, very satisfied with our morning’s wildlife watching, and enjoyed a tasty lunch. After 

lunch we headed out on skiffs to explore the Nekite Estuary. In addition to enjoying the peace and tranquillity of 

one of the most beautiful estuaries in the southern half of the Great Bear Rainforest, we also enjoyed some 

lovely views of Harbour Seals, a Mink, Goosander, and very close encounters with a young Grizzly Bear that was 

obviously looking for dead fish that had been washed downstream.  

 

Our evening’s bear watching closely matched our morning, with more fabulous Grizzly Bear viewing. Once 

again, the weather held off too (unfeasibly good fortune for autumn in the rainforest) and we ended our fantastic 

day back at the lodge, enjoying a glass of wine and recounting our incredible experiences of the day.  

Day 10 Thursday 15th September 

After breakfast we drove out to the bear viewing platforms once again, intrigued by what else we could possibly 

see or experience. The morning started slowly (well actually, it was a very normal bear-watching experience but 

we had become accustomed to much greater things) but it soon picked up and we enjoyed yet another wonderful 

bear-watching experience with bears all around us and lots of fun and exciting behaviours to watch and 

photograph. One of the most memorable parts of the morning was when two young female grizzlies parked 

themselves just a metre or so in front of the platform (actually too close for some people to focus their cameras 

on) where they proceeded to roll around in and snack on a couple of very dead salmon that had been lying 

around in the sun for a few days. It was certainly a morning to remember. 

 

We returned for lunch at the lodge and after a brief period of relaxation we were off out again. This time we 

enjoyed a relaxed skiff ride out to see the waterfall at ‘Pirates Cove’ before exploring the peace and tranquillity of 

Walkum Creek.  

 

Time flew by quickly (as it often does at the lodge) and it wasn’t long before we were getting ready to go out for 

our evening bear viewing again. This time we ventured a little further along the river and stopped at the 

‘boardwalk viewing platform’, a larger platform overlooking a particularly beautiful spot on the river. Our 

evening’s bear watching was, once again, excellent. A large, dark-looking male bear spent a significant amount of 

time fishing in front of us and we enjoyed some close encounters with some younger individuals too.  

 

Returning to the comfort of the lodge for warm drinks and snacks, we once again wound our evening down 

excitedly recounting our experiences of the day before eventually retiring. 
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Day 11 Friday 16th September 

Heavy rain overnight meant that the air temperatures were cooler than we had become accustomed to, and the 

Nekite River was running high. The heavy rain persisted as we enjoyed our breakfast but by the time we were 

ready to leave for our 8am bear viewing it had started to ease a little. We ventured out nonetheless, but opted to 

view bears from the comparative comfort of one of the covered blinds along the river, rather than the open 

platforms. The high river levels meant that our final morning’s viewing didn’t quite live up to the excitement of 

our previous sessions, but we all agreed that these things are all relative.... and we had been utterly spoiled thus 

far. It was lovely to experience the rainforest in the mist and rain though, and we still got to see several Grizzly 

Bears, Belted Kingfishers, Bald Eagles, Goosander and lots of time to look at all the different gulls!    

 

By lunchtime, the rain had eased and we ventured out on foot for a walk along the logging track; the chance to 

take a closer look at a variety of tracks and traces on some well used bear trails through the forest. We also 

managed to spot a few woodpeckers as we walked along the logging track in the breaking sunshine.  

 

It wasn’t long before it was time to return. Our time at the lodge was coming to an end and our planes were 

scheduled to arrive to take us back to Port Hardy, so we took what time we had left to enjoy the stunning views 

across the inlet, enjoy the relaxed atmosphere and say our farewells to the lodge staff and guides.  

 

Once again, we enjoyed the chance to fly in a Grumman Goose as we made our return flight to Port Hardy and, 

once again, the clear weather afforded us spectacular views over the mountains and coast. Some of us were even 

lucky enough to spot a pod of Orcas as we came in to land at Port Hardy airport.   

 

Once everyone had gathered, we were shuttled from the airport to the float plane terminal where Duane was 

waiting to meet us and take us back to our hotel in Port McNeill. After a little time to get changed, we headed 

over for dinner at the Harbour Lights restaurant and enjoyed a very fun and communal dining experience that 

consisted of lavish quantities of fresh seafood and lots and lots of laughter.  

Day 12 Saturday 17th September 

Today was a travel day. We had to drive from Port McNeill down to Duke Point to get the ferry to Tsawwassen, 

and we set off, shortly after breakfast, in to the rain. The wet weather persisted until we got a little further south. 

We stopped in Campbell River for a coffee and brief rest before continuing south. At lunchtime we stopped at a 

lovely picnic site at Rathtrevor. The weather had improved considerably, although there was still a cool wind 

blowing off the sea. It was a weekend, so the beach was busy with people and there were very few shorebirds to 

be found so, while Duane put together another great picnic for us, all we amused ourselves with a little stroll 

through the forest where we spotted Golden-crowned Sparrow, Cedar Waxwings, Yellow-rumped Warblers and 

Red-breasted Nuthatch. After our walk we sat and enjoyed lunch under a large picnic shelter and watched the 

feral domestic rabbits hop around on the grass, before we eventually headed on to Buttertubs Marsh.  

 

We arrived at Buttertubs and the sun was shining. We walked the main trail around the site where we scanned 

the bushes for some lovely views of Anna’s Hummingbirds, Bush Tits and Merlin. A few managed to catch a 

glimpse of Marsh Wren and Common Yellowthroat which were being frustratingly elusive. Eastern Grey 

Squirrels were spotted in the trees too, and we enjoyed nice views of several Red-tailed Hawks soaring over the 
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ponds. A scan across the ponds revealed numerous Red-winged Blackbirds, Wood Ducks, Shoveler, Pied-billed 

Grebe, American Wigeon and some large Western Painted Turtles basking in the sunshine. After a thoroughly 

enjoyable walk we returned to the vehicles and made the short journey to the ferry terminal.  

 

Our ferry crossing was rather uneventful. A cold wind made it a little less comfortable out on deck than our 

previous crossing. Nevertheless, a few hardy souls persisted out on deck and we managed to glimpse the odd 

porpoise as we headed back to Tsawwasssen.  

 

We arrived at our hotel in Tsawwassen late in the afternoon and took the opportunity of a little rest after our 

long day of travel. We met up for a lively evening meal in the adjacent bar, where we had our chance to thank 

Duane for everything he had done for us and enjoy a  good meal and few drinks to celebrate our wonderful tour 

together. 

Day 13 Sunday 18th September 

Poor tidal conditions meant that an optional early morning excursion to Boundary Bay was not deemed 

worthwhile, and we started our day instead with very relaxed breakfast before loading up and heading straight to   

Reifel Bird Sanctuary. On arrival we were met in the car park by the usual plethora of ducks and geese, although 

they were slightly up-staged by hummingbirds busily squabbling over a couple of feeders in the picnic area. This 

proved to be a real hit - so much so that it was difficult to get any of the group to actually enter the reserve! 

Nonetheless, lingering in the picnic area did prove to be quite productive with some very nice views of Yellow-

rumped Warblers and Bewick’s Wren being gleaned from a host of other bird activity in a large willow tree 

nearby.  

 

Ultimately it was the lure of seeing a Sandhill Crane that was standing immediately in front of the visitor centre 

that eventually convinced people to enter the reserve. However, once inside the reserve we set about exploring 

the tree-lined trails in search of forest birds, where we all had great views of numerous Black-capped Chickadees, 

Spotted Towhees, Dark-eyed Juncos, White-crowned Sparrows and Red-winged Blackbirds as well as numerous 

other species. Many of the mammal watchers were very pleased with some good sightings of a family of young 

Racoons that paid them a visit, whilst a few of the birders spent far too much time staring into bushes in search 

of an infuriatingly elusive Warbling Vireo.   

 

We enjoyed a fabulous picnic lunch in the sunshine at the reserve picnic area, giving everyone another chance to 

photograph the hummingbirds at the feeders. After lunch everyone dispersed into the reserve once more, this 

time taking the time to explore the open trails near the pools and along the coastal marshes. Some spent time 

photographing the Sandhill Cranes and watching the Northern Harriers over the marshes. Others managed 

another look at the family of young Racoons that had found their way into a tree in the middle of the reserve 

and, once again, the birders spent way too long staring haplessly into the bottom of a bush trying to catch a 

glimpse of several Virginia Rails that were refusing to play ball. Despite the group’s varied interests, we were all 

able to get great views of numerous bird species including Greater and Lesser Yellowlegs, Dowitchers, Wilson’s 

Snipe and Great Blue Herons to name but a few.  

 

After a thoroughly wonderful day at Reifel, our final stop of the day was a visit to Iona Beach, located along the 

banks of the Fraser (and a very convenient stone’s throw from the airport). Despite the birdwatching being a 
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little slower than anticipated, we explored some of the quiet pools where we were lucky enough to find a very 

active female River Otter and her three, almost fully grown, kitts. It was a mammal species many of the group 

had hoped to see, and one that had evaded us the entire trip, so to encounter them at this stage in our tour was a 

last minute treat for everyone. And what a treat it was. For the last half hour of our tour we were able to watch 

them dive and catch fish, and at one point the whole family of otters even swam up to us to have a closer look at 

us all.  

 

It was a beautiful way to end any tour and it was with great reluctance that we dragged ourselves away and made 

the short journey to the nearby airport. It was here that the group said their farewells and made their way to 

departures for their long journeys home. 

Day 14 Monday 19th September 

After an overnight flight we landed at Heathrow Airport and another Naturetrek adventure came to an end. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

 

Grizzly Bears 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Birds (= recorded but not counted) 

      September 

  Common name Scientific name 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

1 Pacific Loon Gavia pacifica                          

2 Common Loon (G N Diver) Gavia immer                   

3 Pied-billed Grebe Podilymbus podiceps                         

4 Horned (Slavonian) Grebe Podiceps auritus                          

5 Red-necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena                         

6 Eared (Black-necked) Grebe Podiceps nigricollis                          

7 Sooty Shearwater Puffinus griseus                          

8 Fork-tailed Storm-Petrel Oceanodroma furcata                          

9 Double-crested Cormorant Phalacrocorax auritus                     

10 Brandt's Cormorant Phalacrocorax penicillatus                        

11 Pelagic Cormorant Phalacrocorax pelagicus                     

12 Great Blue Heron Ardea herodias                

13 Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura                       

14 Canada Goose Branta canadensis                  

15 Mute Swan Cygnus olor                          

16 Wood Duck Aix sponsa                         

17 Gadwall Anas strepera                         

18 American Wigeon Anas americana                         

19 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos                    

20 Northern Shoveler Anas clypeata                         

21 Northern Pintail Anas acuta                        

22 Green-winged Teal Anas crecca                         

23 Ruddy Duck  Oxyura jamaicensis                          

24 Harlequin Duck Histrionicus histrionicus                        

25 Surf Scoter Melanitta perspicillata                     

26 White-winged Scoter Melanitta fusca                        

27 Barrow's Goldeneye Bucephala islandica                       

28 Hooded Merganser Lophodytes cucullatus                         
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      September 

  Common name Scientific name 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

29 Common Merganser (Goosander) Mergus merganser                     

30 Bald Eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus                

31 Northern (Hen) Harrier Circus cyaneus                          

32 Sharp-shinned Hawk Accipiter striatus                        

33 Red-tailed Hawk Buteo jamaicensis                         

34 Merlin Falco columbarius                         

35 Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus                       

36 Ruffed Grouse Bonasa umbellus                          

37 Virginia Rail Rallus limicola                          

38 American Coot Fulica americana                          

39 Sandhill Crane Grus canadensis                          

40 Black-bellied Plover Pluvialis squatarola                         

41 Killdeer Charadrius vociferus                         

42 Black Oystercatcher Haematopus bachmani                       

43 Greater Yellowlegs Tringa melanoleuca                          

44 Lesser Yellowlegs Tringa flavipes                          

45 Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus                          

46 Black Turnstone Arenaria melanocephala                     

47 Least Sandpiper Calidris minutilla                         

48 Dunlin Calidris alpina                          

49 Short-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus griseus                         

50 Long-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus scolopaceus                          

51 Wilson's Phalarope Steganopus tricolor                          

52 Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus                          

53 Red (Grey) Phalarope Phalaropus fulicaria                          

54 Bonaparte's Gull Chroicocephalus philadelphia                       

55 Mew (Common) Gull Larus canus                   

56 Ring-billed Gull Larus delawarensis                

57 California Gull Larus californicus                 

58 Thayer's Gull Larus thayeri                        

59 American Herring Gull Larus smithsonianus                       
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      September 

  Common name Scientific name 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

60 Glaucous-winged Gull Larus glaucescens                

61 Common Murre (Guillemot) Uria aalge                         

62 Pigeon Guillemot Cepphus columba                          

63 Marbled Murrelet Brachyramphus marmoratus                         

64 Ancient Murrelet Synthliboramphus antiquus                          

65 Cassin's Auklet Ptychoramphus aleuticus                         

66 Rhinoceros Auklet Cerorhinca monocerata                         

67 Feral Pigeon Columba livia                    

68 Band-tailed Pigeon Columba fasciata                         

69 Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto                       

70 Black Swift Cypseloides niger                         

71 Vaux's Swift Chaetura vauxi                          

72 Rufous Hummingbird Selasphorus rufus                          

73 Anna's Hummingbird Calypte anna                         

74 Belted Kingfisher Ceryle alcyon                 

75 Red-breasted Sapsucker Sphyrapicus ruber                        

76 Downy Woodpecker Picoides pubescens                         

77 Hairy Woodpecker Picoides villosus                      

78 Northern Flicker Colaptes auratus                    

79 Hammond's Flycatcher Empidonax hammondii                         

80 Pacific-slope Flycatcher Empidonax difficilis   h                      

81 Warbling Vireo Vireo gilvus                          

82 Steller's Jay Cyanocitta stelleri                   

83 Northwestern Crow Corvus caurinus              

84 Common Raven Corvus corax                  

85 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica                     

86 Black-capped Chickadee Poecile atricapillus                        

87 Chestnut-backed Chickadee Poecile rufescens                     

88 Bushtit Psaltriparus minimus                         

89 Red-breasted Nuthatch Sitta canadensis                       

90 Brown Creeper Certhia americana                      
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      September 

  Common name Scientific name 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

91 Bewick's Wren Thryomanes bewickii                          

92 Pacific Wren Troglodytes pacificus       h  h           

93 Marsh Wren Cistothorus palustris                         

94 American Dipper Cinclus mexicanus                       

95 Golden-crowned Kinglet Regulus satrapa                 

96 Ruby-crowned Kinglet Regulus calendula                         

97 Swainson's Thrush Catharus ustulatus                          

98 American Robin Turdus migratorius                 

99 European Starling Sturnus vulgaris                   

100 Cedar Waxwing Bombycilla cedrorum                    

101 Yellow Warbler Setophaga petechia                          

102 Yellow-rumped Warbler Setophaga coronata                         

103 Townsend's Warbler Setophaga townsendi                          

104 Common Yellowthroat Geothlypis trichas                          

105 Spotted Towhee Pipilo maculatus                        

106 House Sparrow Passer domesticus                      

107 Savannah Sparrow Passerculus sandwichensis                       

108 Fox Sparrow Passerella iliaca                          

109 Song Sparrow Melospiza melodia                  

110 Lincoln's Sparrow Melospiza lincolnii                          

111 White-crowned Sparrow Zonotrichia leucophrys                    

112 Golden-crowned Sparrow Zonotrichia atricapilla                         

113 Dark-eyed Junco Junco hyemalis                      

114 Red-winged Blackbird Agelaius phoeniceus                         

115 Brown-headed Cowbird Molothrus ater                          

116 Purple Finch Carpodacus purpureus                         

117 House Finch Carpodacus mexicanus                       

118 Red Crossbill Loxia curvirostra                        

Mammals                             

1 American Black Bear Ursus americanus      8                 
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      September 

  Common name Scientific name 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

2 Grizzly Bear Ursus arctos horribilis                       

3 Northern Racoon Procyon lotor                          

4 American Marten Martes americana                          

5 American Mink Mustela vison                      

6 Sea Otter Enhydea lutris                         

7 River Otter Lutra canadensis                          

8 Striped Skunk Spilogale putorius                          

9 Steller's Sea Lion Eumetopias jubatus                          

10 California Sea Lion Zalophus californianus                        

11 Harbour Seal Phoca vitulina                  

12 Red Squirrel Tamiasciurus hudsonicus                        

13 Eastern Grey Squirrel Sciurus carolinensis                          

14 Mule (Black-tailed) Deer Odocoileus hemionus                       

15 Orca Orcinus orca                         

16 Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena                        

17 Dall's Porpoise Phocoenoides dalli                         

18 Eastern Pacific Grey Whale Eschrichtius gibbosus                          

19 Humpback Whale Megaptera novaeangliae                       

Reptiles & Amphibians                             

1 Western Painted Turtle Chrysemys picta                          

Marine                             

1 Lion's Mane Jellyfish Cyanea capillata                        

2 Fried Egg Jellyfish Phacellophora camtschatica                         

3 Cross Jellyfish Mitrocoma cellularia                           

4 Long-stalked Plumose Anemone Metridium senile                       

5 Hooded Nudibranch Melibe leonina                          

6 Mottled Seastar  Evasterias troscheli                         

7 Ochre Seastar Pisaster ochraceus                        
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      September 

  Common name Scientific name 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

Odonata                             

1 American Emerald Dragonfly Cordulia shurtleffii                          

2 Canada Darner Dragonfly Aeshna canadensis                         

3 Common Green Darner Dragonfly Anax junius                          

4 Band-winged Meadowhawk Sympetrum semicinctum                          

Butterflies & Moths                             

1 Spotted Tussock Moth ("woolly bear") Lophocampa maculata                         

2 Small White  Pieris rapae                   

3 Red Admiral  Vanessa atalanta                          

4 Mourning Cloak (Camberwell Beauty) Nymphalis antiopa                          

5 Oreas Comma  Polygonia oreas                          

Additional species 

Banana Slug ,  Ariolimax columbianus A slug,  Arion Ater  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Orca 


