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Tour participants: Terry Goble (leader), Norm Harburn (local guide) and ten Naturetrek clients 

Summary 

This was an excellent trip, watching a variety of wildlife from grasshoppers to Humpback Whales, such was the 

diversity of interest. We managed to see all of our target species in this spectacular part of the world. The 

backdrop to our wildlife sightings was often towering mountain ranges with snowy peaks, rocky coastlines or 

verdant pine forests stretching as far we can see. In addition to the wildlife the group also brought a sense of fun 

to the time we spent together. The evenings recording our sightings particularly stand out as enjoyable, even if it 

meant they were often marathon sessions of laughter and occasionally recording what we had seen!  

Day 1 Tuesday 12th September 

Heathrow to Vancouver 

The group met at Heathrow for the 5.20pm flight to Vancouver. We took off more or less on time and the flight 

was smooth. The cloudy skies over Greenland were a little disappointing, but the view coming into Vancouver 

was as spectacular as ever. It was strange to see the grass looking so yellow and brown from the perspective of 

the air as it usually looks green and lush. It was clear that British Columbia (BC) was experiencing a hot dry spell 

and we were about to find out how that would impact the wildlife. 

 

The customs procedure had changed since last year, now requiring an electronic declaration complete with 

photograph. This delayed us a little, but we all eventually met up with Ken (our ground agent) and Norm in the 

arrivals lounge. Terry went to collect the hire car and we were soon heading off from the airport to Tswwassen 

Coastal Inn to get a much needed rest. Once we had completed the formalities, we took our keys and agreed to 

meet at 6.30am for a walk around Boundary Bay. We then retired to our respective beds. 

Day 2 Wednesday 13th September 

Boundary Bay; ferry to Duke Point; drive to Ucluelet 

Most of the group (eight of us) met at 6.30am for the walk around Boundary Bay. As Norm drove us to the bay 

the day was getting lighter as the sun rose when we arrived. The morning was clear, bright and warm. The bird 

life was a little slow to begin with; we saw mostly common waterfowl. A group of Killdeer and Western 

Sandpipers were a welcome sight, and a Cooper’s Hawk was a nice find, giving close views as it sat in a leafless 

tree. As the day warmed the bird activity increased and soon we were looking everywhere! We spotted House 

Finch, Cedar Waxwing, American Goldfinch and Spotted Towhee to name a few. Perhaps the highlights were a 

fine Northern Harrier and a delightful Anna’s Hummingbird. There was lots of bird life and we enjoyed a very 

successful morning. 

 

On the return to the hotel we had our first mammal as an Eastern Grey Squirrel ran across the road. We 

returned in good time and had a leisurely breakfast before packing up and meeting for the drive to the ferry. This 

all went smoothly and we arrived at the ferry terminal in good time. We said goodbye to Ken as he was getting 

ready for the following group. We then heard an announcement that the ferry was delayed due to a mechanical 

inspection. As we didn’t know how long, we just had to sit tight. In the end we were delayed by about 40 

minutes and were happy to get underway. The ferry proved a good vantage point for some seabird watching and 
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we saw a nice variety including all three cormorants, Surf Scoter, Black Oystercatcher, Black Turnstone and a 

variety of gulls. We also added Harbour Seal to our mammal list. Once underway, the journey was uneventful 

apart from a distant Bonaparte’s Gull, Pacific Diver and free ice cream!  

 

We disembarked at Duke’s Point and continued to Little Qualicum Falls. Here Norm prepared a picnic whilst we 

went for a walk around the waterfalls. The dry weather had certainly taken its toll on the river and the falls were 

much less forceful than in recent years. The birdlife was excellent as we spotted Red-breasted Nuthatch with its 

odd ‘Pingu’-like call, Chestnut-backed Chickadee, Brown Creeper, Red-bellied Sapsucker and Dark-eyed Junco. 

Not a bad haul for our walk and some great scenery to add to the occasion. 

 

By now most were feeling peckish and were pleased to get back to Norm’s smashing spread and we tucked in 

readily. After lunch we had to make our way to Ucluelet, still two hours away. The drive was through some 

dramatic mountainous scenery with some peaks still retaining a snowy cap. We arrived about 5.45pm, a little later 

then we would have liked, but enjoyed the drive and saw a number of Ravens, Turkey Vultures and Steller’s Jays 

along the way. We met later at 7.30pm to go to Matterson’s for dinner. 

Day 3 Thursday 14th September 

Walk around Ucluelet Bay; Whale-watching trip; walk the Lighthouse Loop 

We met at 6.30am as arranged but only one group member braved the early rise. We set off on a walk around 

Ucluelet Bay and down Bay Street. It was a productive walk with three Bald Eagles seen, one very close in good 

light. Two Belted Kingfishers were noisily flying around the harbour and a few Steller’s Jays, Song Sparrow and 

Lincoln Sparrow were also seen. As we walked along Bay Street we had superb sightings of a number of 

Northern Flickers and a little Pacific Wren put in an appearance. It was soon time to head back and meet the 

others for breakfast. Most of the others were around and had seen Mule Deer and the kingfishers. We set off for 

the restaurant, but bizarrely it was closed. We hastily changed plan and went to a breakfast café opposite and had 

coffee and sandwiches. We had breakfast in glorious sunshine and the still air meant that our trip out on the boat 

should be smooth. 

 

We completed the formalities at Jamie’s and were soon underway with Captain Scott. We didn’t get far before 

the wildlife seemed to burst out of all corners. We were enjoying watching Moon Jellyfish and birds one minute, 

when two River Otters swam near to the shore. They eventually got out and ran along the dock, where large 

Californian Sea Lions were hauled out. We spent a little time enjoying this wildlife spectacle before we set off 

again. Just outside the harbour a series of small rocky islands hosted a number of Harbour Seals and a few birds 

such as Black Oystercatcher. However, after circumnavigating the rocks, we eventually found a small group of 

Sea Otters; these delightful creatures were frolicking in the kelp beds. After watching for a while we then set off 

at speed to find our main quarry; Humpback Whales. After a 45-minute whizz in the small boat we arrived at a 

site in Barkley Sound where there were five feeding Humpback Whales: four adults and a calf. The whales were 

clearly intent on feeding and moved along a track close to the shore, catching Anchovy and Herring. 

 

We spent about 40 minutes with these amazing creatures and saw several tail flukes as the dived deeper to feed. 

It was then time to head back to Ucluelet Harbour. We sped back and saw only a few seabirds including 

Common Murre, Rhinoceros Auklet and numerous gulls to add to the Red-necked Phalarope we had seen 

earlier. We did manage some more marine mammals as we had a reasonable sighting of a small pod of Harbour 
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Porpoise, more Californian Seal Lions, Harbour Seal and another River Otter. It had been quite an incredible 

trip! 

 

We had a twenty-minute break to get ready for our afternoon walk (Lighthouse Loop). The day had continued to 

be very warm and bright so most shed a few layers for the coastal walk. Lunch was bought at the supermarket 

and went to a picnic site near The Fetch and relaxed in the sunshine for a while, eating and chatting. Opposite 

was a small pond which contained a surprising variety of dragonflies including Autumn Meadowhawk amongst 

others.  

 

We then made our way to the start of the Lighthouse Loop and set off. We soon heard a number of Steller’s Jays 

that performed well, coming down to our feet. A Red-breasted Nuthatch was also heard but not located. The 

ocean looked glorious in the bright sunshine and the rugged coastal rocky headland looked magnificent. The 

Pacific Rim Trail is truly beautiful and a pleasure to walk along. We soon came to the Amphitrite Lighthouse and 

explored the area. There were a number of excellent birds here including a party of Crossbills, but best of all a 

Townsend Solitaire showed well amongst the rocks. This bird is not often found on this trip so it was a great 

find.  

 

After a little confusion we continued along the trail and enjoyed the magnificent setting before looping back 

around to return to the vehicles. Just before we got back we added another mammal to our list as the diminutive 

Red Squirrel was seen feeding in some deciduous trees. This was our tenth mammal of the day; quite an 

achievement and very satisfying. When we reached our cars we headed back to the hotel to relax before meeting 

for dinner at the Offshore Seafood Restaurant. 

Day 4 Friday 15th September 

Walk around Ucluelet Bay; walk the Pacific Rim Trail; Bear-watching trip from Tofino 

Six group members met Terry at 7am for a walk around the bay. It was a glorious morning and we enjoyed a 

bright and sunny walk. We didn’t see anything new but had great views of a Bald Eagle down to a few metres, 

and sightings of Steller’s Jay, Anna’s Hummingbird and Belted Kingfisher. We return to get ready to drive to The 

Fetch for breakfast by the coast. 

 

On the way to The Fetch we had sightings of Mule Deer, but little else. We had a buffet-style breakfast and 

finally caught up with the checklist. There were a number of Surf Scoters flying low over a mirror glass sea, and a 

few gulls and cormorants. Just as we were leaving, a solitary Greater Yellowlegs flew past. 

 

We now headed up to the Pacific Rim Interpretive Centre to look around the centre and walk the Nuu-Chah-

Nulth Trail. First we scanned the sea and saw a variety of divers, sea ducks and grebes, including a small party of 

Horned Grebes (Slavonian). There was also a solitary Black Oystercatcher. After a brief walk around the centre 

we decided to make the most of the sunny weather and walk the trail. The setting of old growth forest and the 

small coves along a rocky shoreline was gorgeous, bathed in late morning sun. We saw lots of bear scat around 

and saw that berries were high on the menu. We saw a few very nice birds including Least Sandpiper and an 

American Kestrel (found by Emma). Soon it was time to make our way back and drive to Tofino for the bear 

tour. 
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We drove to Tofino and stopped at a local park for a picnic. We then made our way to Jamie’s and completed 

the formalities before donning floatation suits for the rib trip. We made our way down to the dock and boarded 

the rib. Captain Sally gave us a safety briefing before we set off. A little way out the harbour and we saw a close 

Bald Eagle high in a pine tree. We then picked up speed and whizzed past some mud flats with many Great Blue 

Herons and Common Mergansers among the bird species. For a while we searched in vain for Black Bears, but 

as we were leaving the area to try our luck elsewhere a bear was spotted wandering along the shoreline. We 

caught up with the bear, which was in great condition (due to last year’s good salmon run). In weaved in and out 

of the shrubs, occasionally eating berries and amble along. We stayed with it for some time until it finally 

disappeared from view. 

 

We set off again and quickly found another two bears on the same beach, walking in opposite directions. We 

followed the larger bear for a while until it eventually turned into the woodland and out of view. Next we found 

some camouflaged Harbour Seals hauled out on rocks. We stayed with these for a while before setting off to 

look for more bears. We were delighted to find a mother and small cub (10 months) walking along the shore. 

The mother was turning boulders looking for molluscs and crustaceans whilst the cub ran comically after her. 

The cub then went for a little swim under the watchful eye of its mother; this was something even Captain Sally 

had not witnessed a cub doing. Sadly, it was time to leave as the mother and cub wander off. We were a little 

overdue and sped back to the harbour. We kept an eye out for other wildlife, but saw little on the way back. 

 

We disembarked and had a reviving hot chocolate before making our way to The Wolf in the Fog; our restaurant 

this evening. The restaurant was quirky with mismatched crockery and unusual decor, and some of the drinks 

were served in jam jars! The food however was very good and portions very large! We left very sated as we made 

our way back to Ucluelet on a darkened night. 

 

We arrived back just after nine o clock and said a weary goodnight after a fabulous day wildlife watching in the 

Pacific Rim National Park and Urqualut Sound. We had enjoyed superb bear sightings and some nice birds, with 

a dramatic backdrop of pine forests, mountains and rocky costal scenery. A great day! 

Day 5 Saturday 16th September 

Drive to Zeballos with a stop at Cathedral Grove and picnic at Miracle Beach 

We woke to a misty morning cloaking the harbour. It was a little chilly as we headed off for breakfast at The 

Gray Whale. After a reviving coffee and a delicious breakfast, we set off, heading north-west to Zeballos. En 

route we saw about six or seven adult Bald Eagles and enjoyed the stunning scenery of pine clad mountains and 

large deep lakes. Our first stop was at Cathedral Grove. This is a small remnant of ancient woodland and 

contains the oldest and largest trees in BC. The largest tree, a Douglas Fir, is over 800 years old, approaching 80 

metres in height and is a magnificent specimen. After we walked the loop around the forest we boarded our 

vehicles and headed off to Miracle Bay for a picnic. On the way we stopped to buy some more supplies. 

 

We set up our picnic at the shelter and enjoyed a leisurely lunch by the ocean. After we had finished, most went 

for a walk around the forest. There were only a few birds around including American Robin and a poorly-

looking Canada Goose. On the way back we found a Downy Woodpecker, but it was difficult to locate in the 

canopy. We also enjoyed a variety of invertebrates including a few dragonflies, a field cricket and a Devil’s Coach 

Horse beetle. When we returned to the picnic site we scanned the sea and found a few good birds including a 



Canada: The West Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek     October 17 5 
 

handsome male Harlequin Duck, Red-necked Grebes, lots of parties of Surf Scoters and a Pacific Diver. It was 

then time to get a move on as we still had to refuel en route to our next stop at Sayward Junction. 

 

The day continued to be warm and sunny throughout and a number of Turkey Vultures soared overhead as we 

headed up the highway. We stopped briefly at Sayward Junction to enjoy an ice cream in the afternoon sun and 

enjoy the spectacle of numerous Autumn Yellow-winged Grasshoppers flying and clicking as they went. 

Overhead there was a small party of Black Swifts among the soaring vultures.  

 

After a long drive we finally reached the Zeballos turnoff and drove another 42 kilometres down a logging road. 

We paused at the beaver lakes, but there was no sign of beaver activity, so continued on our way to The Cedar 

Inn. 

 

We arrived around 6.20pm and were shown to our rooms by Dan and Christine. We quickly got ready for dinner 

at 7pm and were relaxed and in good spirits despite the long journey. After a tasty dinner and a few drinks, most 

went to their room for an early night whilst a few others went out on a night drive. The drive was not very 

productive, but a gorgeous Barred Owl was enjoyed a close quarters. It was above the road on a telegraph wire 

before flying to the floor. We left it in peace after a few photographs and went in search of other wildlife. 

However, we drove quite a distance without seeing any more birds or mammals. On the return leg, just 

approaching Zeballos, we saw a small vole scurry across the road, which was most likely Northern Red-backed 

Vole, and a little while later we saw a small Ermine with a black tip to its tail identifying it as a Short-tailed 

Ermine. This was our last sighting before returning to Cedar Inn and getting some much welcomed sleep. 

Day 6 Sunday 17th September 

Sea Otter tour at Zeballos 

We awoke to our first rain of the tour - our glorious sunny skies had turned a little grey! We had breakfast and 

waited for a break in the weather to set out to sea. With the forecast not looking good we still decided to head 

out. The rain was steady and we went at a slow pace, hugging the shoreline for shelter. We saw a few birds, 

including a Bald Eagle next to its huge nest and a flock of Black Turnstones and Surfbirds together. We soon 

came across a Sea Otter, but he was skittish and didn’t allow a close approach. As we continued on the 

conditions were getting slightly worse, and all were getting wet and cold. The low cloud clinging to the 

mountains did, however, give an atmospheric beauty to the region 

 

We discussed aborting the trip, but decided that we might as well carry on despite the conditions. As we neared 

the Sea Otter area we saw a pod of Harbour Porpoise, but as usual they quickly disappeared. We then reached a 

raft of Sea Otters and almost simultaneously conditions began to improve and the sun was trying to break 

through the grey skies. Everyone enjoyed these adorable creatures and they seemed to surround the skiff, often 

coming in close. We stayed for a few minutes before heading back to the harbour with blue skies and sunshine 

behind us. By the time we got back to the harbour the clear weather had caught up with us and we disembarked 

to warming sunshine. Some drove back to the Inn and others walked to help warm through. After drying-off, we 

met for lunch and Christine gave everyone a Bailey’s drink prior to sitting down to eat. 

 

After lunch we waited for another shower to pass through, and this time the sun came out quickly and for the 

rest of the day. We were able to go on a few local trail works and a drive to Redemption Park for a walk. We 
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were able to see a few new birds around the harbour, notably Hooded Merganser and American Widgeon. There 

were also some scolding Belted Kingfishers around. At Redemption Park we turned a few boulders and look at 

Black Bear ‘food’, which include mussels, crabs and barnacles. We then headed back and had one last walk along 

a ruined trail. We decided not to go far as it seemed a little treacherous, turning back after a few minutes walking. 

We saw some bright orange bracket fungus and the forest was draped in lichens, making for an evocative setting. 

We returned to the Inn to get ready for dinner feeling a whole lot drier! 

 

After a delicious dinner and a few beverages, we mistakenly decided to attempt to complete the trip checklist for 

the day. However, the resulting confusion and humour meant that the listing took an age! Not deterred, the night 

safari still went ahead as planned and we set off just after 9.15pm. Another, or possibly the same, obliging Barred 

Owl was seen very soon after we left by the Inn. This time we decided to head back up the road to the highway. 

There was a light drizzle that persisted through much of the drive. Despite our efforts our only other sighting 

was a glimpse of a probable Northern Pygmy Owl flying off the top of a shrub. We returned back to Cedar Inn 

to get some rest in preparation for the early drive to Port McNeil. 

Day 7 Monday 18th September 

Zeballos to Port McNeil; Mackay’s Whale-watching trip 

We were all up for an early breakfast to ensure we got to Port McNeil in time for the scheduled boat trip. We 

packed the vehicles and said farewell to Christine, our host and set off along the logging road to Highway 19. 

Despite the gloomy forecast the morning seemed bright with a few sunny spells and we were hopeful of a dry 

boat trip. On our way down the logging road the minibus stopped as a Black Bear mother and cub had been 

spotted. Those in the following car had to be content with some shaking bushes as they disappeared, and a Red 

Squirrel running across the road.  

 

We soon reached Highway 19 and made good time to Port McNeil, arriving about half an hour early. This 

enabled a brief coffee and birdwatch around the harbour. We noted Short-billed Dowitcher, Greater Yellowlegs, 

a variety of gulls and a flock of Hooded Mergansers including some stunning males. Out a sea we saw a few Red-

necked Grebes and a Common Loon.  

 

It was now time to start our trip and we waited by the gate as Captain Bill and his crew readied the boat. Soon 

we boarded and Captain Bill began his humorous welcome and safety brief. He mentioned that there had been 

no word of Orca’s this morning, but asked us to be vigilant. We set off hoping for the best and began to enjoy 

the rich birdlife of these seas. Very soon we saw a few pods of Harbour Porpoises, followed by many distant 

blows from Humpbacked Whales. We settled down to enjoy sightings of these Humpback Whales when news 

reached us of some Bigg’s (Transient) Orcas and we raced off to find them. We were soon amongst them and 

keeping a respectful distant as we watched these magnificent cetaceans. They differ from the Resident Orcas by 

being slightly larger and have more pointed dorsal fins. They also favour hunting other mammals such as seals 

and otters rather than salmon. We watched these for a while and then back-tracked to watch the Humpback 

Whales. We seemed to be surrounded by these large whales and they perform a repertoire of behaviours from 

lunge–feeding and tail lobbing to full spectacular breaches. 

 

We then stopped for lunch and also caught up with some of the many seabirds: Rhinoceros Auklet, Ancient 

Murrelet, Sooty Shearwater, Artic Skua, Pacific Diver, Bald Eagle and many others. We continued to watch the 
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Humpbacked Whales for a while then we heard that Resident Orcas had been spotted, so off we raced again to 

the site where they had been seen. Very soon we were watching the Resident Orcas. They appeared to be being 

harassed by White-sided Pacific Dolphins which seemed to be porpoising and leaping everywhere. We watched 

this spectacle for about an hour and motored along, keeping pace with the Orcas and dolphins. 

 

Sadly, it was now time to return to the harbour. This had been a truly remarkable trip and we had seen all that we 

had hoped for. On the return to Port McNeil we just had enough time to visit the imposing Steller’s Sea Lions 

and Harbour Seals. We also had an escort of two Humpback Whales for a while, and we finally made it back to 

the harbour a little later than expected, but having enjoyed a fantastic wildlife experience. 

 

We drove to our hotel in Port McNeil (Black Bear Resort) to check in a have a little relaxing time before dinner 

at the Harbour Lights at 7pm. Dinner was tasty and enormous! We waded through the checklist whilst we were 

waiting in the hope that it would be a quicker and easier option than after alcohol had taken its effect, however 

we were much mistaken as the listing again descended into a heady mix of hilarity and bewilderment. 

Day 8 Tuesday 19th September 

Telegraph Cove; Quatse Fishery; flight to Great Bear Lodge 

The morning started with a leisurely breakfast and a waffle making competition. With only two entries, Emma 

was a clear winner with an evenly cooked waffle that was almost complete, whilst Paul’s attempt lacked 

consistency and half the content. It was later disclosed that Norm had given Emma extra tuition, throwing the 

whole competition into controversy and disrepute. After breakfast, whilst walking back to the cars, two 

Raccoons were spotted running across the road and they disappeared into thick shrub. 

 

A little later we gathered in the car park and had a productive impromptu bird watch. We manage several Yellow 

Warblers, Song Sparrow, our first Fox Sparrow, and we finally spotted a White-crowned Sparrow with a white 

crown! After collecting our sandwiches, we had a brief visit to the ‘World’s Largest Burl’ down near the harbour 

before leaving Port McNeil to visit Telegraph Cove. At Telegraph Cove we dispersed around the historic village 

and agreed to meet up again in an hour. An American Mink was spotted in the harbour, but only seen by Pam 

and Adam. However, when we met up to drive to Port Hardy we found a tree alive with warblers and we 

identified Yellow-rumped and Yellow Warblers flitting around. 

 

We next set off to Quatase fishery for a picnic and tour of the hatchery, just Outside Port Hardy. Some went on 

a guided tour of the hatchery, whilst a few went on a walk around the River Trail Loop. This was cut short by a 

sudden thunderstorm and we returned to the hatchery. We did, however, manage to see a couple of Dark-eyed 

Juncos and a fantastic view of an adult Bald Eagle.  

 

It was now time to check-in for our flight to the Great Bear Lodge. Happily, the weather had cleared again and 

we had almost perfect conditions for the flight. After checking in we headed down to the airport and boarded 

our ‘Grumman Goose’. The flight was only 25 minutes, but it was spectacular. The great visibility meant we 

enjoyed stunning views of Charlotte Sound and the BC west coast rainforest. We passed over a few pine-clad 

limestone peaks before entering Smith’s Inlet and following this up to the lodge. We circled round and as we 

were about to touch down on the water, we startled a mother Grizzly (Brown) Bear and two cubs, who scurried 
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into the bushes. We then landed on the water and motored over to the lodge where Marg, Tom and the Bear 

Lodge staff greeted us. We swopped over with the departing group and went and settled into our rooms.  

 

We all met up in the dining room for a safety brief from Taylor and an introduction to the lodge from Marg. 

After snacks, we went out on our first visited to Blind (Hide) One. We drove along the logging track in the old 

school buses and arrived at the blind. We noted several birds flitting around the track but could only identify 

American Robin from the bumpy bus. We settled into the hide and waited expectantly for our first real bear 

sightings. It began rather slowly and we contented ourselves with a few birds including an Adult and some 

juvenile Bald Eagles flying past. A female Grizzly Bear did make a fleeting appearance, which most saw but it left 

soon after appearing. There was a little gap before things got very interesting. Firstly, a mother and two cubs 

appeared. The mother was expert at catching salmon and caught huge Chum and the smaller Pink Salmon, which 

the cubs gorged on. Another female emerged and there was a little tension as they shared the same fishing spot, 

but soon the mother and cubs moved on. The second female also drifted off, however she returned a few 

minutes later and proceeded to fish, but with little success. We noticed that she was sniffing the air and looking 

anxiously to a gap in the shrubs. She repeated this behaviour a few times and suddenly a huge male bear 

emerged, which was one of the dominant bears of the area (named Sleepy Bear). He didn’t stay long and we 

watched his huge frame lumber up the river and out of sight; the smaller female bear also moved on.  

 

At this point it was time to head back to the lodge. We chatted excitedly about what we had seen and it had been 

an excellent start to our stay. We dispersed to our rooms when we got back and prepared for dinner. We enjoyed 

salmon grilled on an alder plank which looked sumptuous. A tasty salad and warm cranberry sourdough were 

also served, and finished with a chocolate pudding and cream. A really lovely meal! The checklist followed and 

rapidly descended into its now familiar chaos, interrupted by bouts of laughter. We managed to fight our way to 

the end and bid each other a ‘goodnight’ after a tiring but excellent day. 

Day 9 Wednesday 20th September 

Great Bear Lodge: Blind 1 & walk along the logging road  

The morning got off to a reasonably early start with breakfast at 7.15am. Pam and Adam had been up since 

6.30am and were rewarded with a sighting of two River Otters from the lodge. After breakfast we boarded the 

buses and headed back to Blind 1. There were a few birds flitting from the road, but difficult to identify on the 

move. As we approached the blind we noted that there was a bear out on the gravel bar. We settled in quietly 

and realised that there was also a mother and two cubs at the other end of the gravel bar. What a start and we 

had hardly sat down! 

 

The bears performed steadily throughout the morning with about four different adults fishing in the river. 

However, the highlight of the morning was the walk-by of an adult Grizzly Bear just a few feet in front of the 

blind; an exhilarating experience! The bird life was also excellent with our first sighting of American Dipper and 

a couple of Spotted Sandpipers showing. There were also a few Bald Eagles around, coming down to the salmon 

carcasses. This included at least one splendid adult and a couple of juvenile birds. Other birds included Raven, 

Savanah Sparrow, Common Merganser and Belted Kingfisher. There were also a few gulls and other common 

birds. 
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It was soon time to return to the lodge for lunch (Spicy Pumpkin soup) and to relax before the walk through the 

rainforest. On the drive back we had a sighting of Douglas Squirrel, a Grizzly Bear and then surprisingly a Black 

Bear ran across the road. An excellent end to what had been a great session.  

 

Now it was time to relax before the next activity. Whilst we were chatting a Black Bear was spotted in the bay 

across from the lodge. Most people managed to get a look at it before it disappeared. It was soon time to set off 

on our walk. The Great Bear Lodge guides gave us an interpretive tour of the logging road and later a bear trail 

through the forest. They discussed the diet of the Grizzly Bears and showed examples of the berries they eat 

through the spring and summer. They also discussed the tree species that form the structure of the forest and 

how the forest regenerates from disturbance, noting that the Red Alder acts as a pioneer species. Along the walk 

we had a few new birds including Swainson’s Thrush and the colourful Varied Thrush. There were also a few 

species of sparrows and corvids seen. We then went into the rainforest itself and discussed the role of the 

salmon and the ecology of the forest. We even added a new mammal as the Douglas Squirrel was finally seen by 

all. We then returned to the lodge to prepare for our next bear viewing session. 

 

We left the lodge around 4.30pm to go back to Blind 1. As we approached we saw at least two bears already 

fishing or scavenging salmon. We settled into our blind and enjoyed a fantastic session, which included three 

walking by and one young bear running by! We watch adults fishing and at the end of the session a mother 

appeared with her two cubs and fished for a while until drifting off upstream. When we finally left there was still 

lots of bear activity. It was hard to leave but dinner and a glass of wine were waiting. The birds were also very 

good and exceptional views of Bald Eagles and Belted Kingfisher were enjoyed. 

 

We returned to the lodge just as it was getting dark and met again in the dining area for a delicious beef rib 

dinner, with apple tart and cream for dessert. After this we settled down to watch a BBC documentary outlining 

the ecology of the rainforest, highlighting what we had learned today. We then completed the day’s checklist and 

retired to bed after a long but exhilarating day. 

Day 10 Thursday 21st September 

Great Bear Lodge: BBC Platform, boat ride to the estuary & Blind 1  

The early risers had no luck with the River Otters this morning despite the low tide. We did however, have a few 

interesting birds around and a pair of American Widgeon and a Red-necked Grebe were seen. More usually, the 

Belted Kingfishers were around and dive-bombing passing gulls. The Great Blue Heron was fishing patiently in 

the shallow water. The morning was chilly but the skies clear and we looked set for another fine day. 

 

After our pancake breakfast we headed out to the BBC Platform for the first time on this trip. The platform is 

open and close to the Nekite River edge, which in the right circumstance allows for very close observations. We 

arrived with a mother and two cubs swimming across to the gravel bar. We settled in quietly and were able to 

watch the mother and cubs for a while before another bear approached from the right. This bear was following 

the shoreline and was on course to walk by us. This it duly did, but it was a little skittish and chose to swim out 

to the gravel bar, where we continued to watch it. However, for a few brief moments it was a very close 

encounter for those on the first row and without any barriers, giving a different feeling to seeing a bear in the 

wild. 

 



Canada: The West  Tour Report 

 

 

10  © Naturetrek     October 17 
 

The rest of the session was pretty quiet for bears, but good for birds as we saw a Sharp-shinned Hawk fly 

through, followed closely by a Merlin that lingered and sat in the trees. We also saw many Bald Eagles and an 

American Dipper. The gulls were also diverse with both American Herring Gull and Thayer’s Gull sitting 

together for easy comparison. Mew, Glaucous-winged and Californian Gulls made up the bulk of the others; 

strangely no Ring-billed Gulls were seen. The session drew to a close and we made our way back to the busses 

and headed towards the lodge. 

 

On the return journey we made one unscheduled and two scheduled stops. The first was because a Grizzly Bear 

ran across the road and promptly dropped its fish. It did return and collect the fish before disappearing back into 

the forest. Meanwhile the second bus had a close up encounter with a Bald Eagle in glorious sunshine, allowing 

for some great shots. We then drove to our first designated stop where Barkley described the use of the ‘bear 

highway’, stomping area and ‘rub’ tree. She also told us a little bit of information about ‘The Woman of the 

Wood’ and showed us a mask depicting her carved by a ‘First Nation’ worker. We then drove on a little further 

and this time Marcus interpreted the ‘wallowing pool’, describing how dominant bears bath in the spring and 

early summer and cover the scent-impregnated mud over their bodies to spread around the forest. After this we 

made our way back to the lodge for coffee and snacks, and then our cured salmon lunch. 

 

The next activity was the trip by boat up the Nikete estuary. As it was a high tide we were able to follow the river 

up to the Blind 1 area. En route we had some excellent sightings of Bald Eagle, Sharp-shinned Hawk and a 

fleeting glimpse of a Pied-billed Grebe. Up by the blind a bear was seen, but it remained quite distant and headed 

up river. Later we had a much better sighting when Sue spotted a bear close in to the bank. We watched this bear 

for a while before it disappeared back into the forest. We then motored back to the lodge for snacks and to get 

ready for the evening bear watch.   

 

For the evening bear watch, we went to Blind 1 and enjoyed a fantastic night of mainly large male bears. The 

evening started off a little slowly, then just got better and better. We had a female bear walk by, giving fantastic 

views in the late afternoon sun. The action was then non-stop as a procession of bears fished or walked and 

swam by the hide. At the end of the session a huge male bear (Sleeping Bear) walked down the side of the blind 

and stood drinking in the river, taking large bellowing breaths as if to let the world know he had arrived. He 

really was a large imposing bear and able to intimidate the other bears in this stretch. He very slowly ambled 

towards one younger male who promptly scuttled off, leaving Sleeping Bear to finish his meal. After that 

exhilarating encounter we drove back to the lodge, stopping to admire a Western Toad en route. 

 

We had a few minutes to get ready for dinner and then sat down to a delicious seafood Paella. Everyone enjoyed 

their meal and chatted, with the mood lively and upbeat after such a great evening. Just before bedtime Taylor 

showed a few short films about the wildlife of the rainforest and then handed out CD copies to all. Now it was 

time for some sleep. 

Day 11 Friday 22nd September 

Great Bear Lodge: Blind 1 & boat trip; flight to Port Hardy; dinner at Cluxewe. 

We all met for breakfast at 7.15am, both excited to see more wildlife, but sad that it was our last morning. We set 

off at 8am to Blind 1 and not long into the drive encountered a Black Bear slowly ambling along the logging 

road. It eventually turned into the forest and out of view. We continued along only to see a sow bear and two 
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cubs along the river, whilst in the river another bear seemed to be relaxing and floating along. A break in the 

clouds illuminated this scene beautifully as the sun picked out the bears. 

 

Eventually we got to the blind and settled in in the hope of more bear sightings. The session was however quiet 

after the drive to get here, however a pair of Sharp-shinned Hawks put on a display to entertain us. This usually 

involved chasing or being chased by a Northwest Crow! Eventually we had a bear sighting as a young bear 

walked past the blind giving excellent views. There were a few more distant bear sightings, but not a lot more. It 

was then time to make our way back to the lodge for lunch. 

 

We enjoyed a variety of pizzas for lunch before starting out on our boat trips to Walkham Bay and Pirate’s Cove. 

The trip up Walkham Bay was delightful. The calm tranquil atmosphere enhanced by the warm sunshine made 

for a relaxing and peaceful trip. The lichens and mosses give the old forest a primordial ambiance as we drifted 

along. Soon our tranquillity was broken by the excitement of suddenly being aware that a large female Grizzly 

Bear was only 30 metres away on the bank. It watched us cautiously for a few minutes before melting into the 

forest, however we re-found the bear a little further on as we drifted quietly along with Marg rowing gently. We 

were delighted to see not only the female bear, but also an adorable cub with a light grey head look out at us. 

This was a superb ending to our bear viewing. After the pair drifted off when the made our way over to Pirate’s 

Cove and enjoyed the spectacle of the hidden waterfall that runs all year round. Then our trip was finally over 

and the end of our adventure at Great Bear Lodge. Soon the ‘Goose’ planes arrived to return us to Port Hardy. 

We thanked the staff and said our reluctant goodbyes. It had been a fabulous four days. 

 

After landing at Port Hardy we drove to Port McNeil and saw a Black Bear with two cubs near the road as we 

drove south - our bear viewing not quite over! We then checked in to our hotel and headed off to Cluxewe for a 

delicious but enormous dinner. Our last sightings were a few grebes out in the ocean with a few distant 

Harlequin Ducks and Common Loon. On the return to the hotel we saw a Mule Deer, caught by our headlights 

by the side of the road. Now it was time to get some sleep for tomorrow’s journey south, back to Vancouver. 

Day 12 Saturday 23rd September 

Drive to Duke’s Point with stop at Comox Visitor Centre & Buttertubs; ferry to Tsawwassen 

We had a leisurely start to the day, having breakfast at 8am and setting off at 9am for the long drive south. First 

we picked up our lunch and then set off down Highway 19 towards Duke’s Point Ferry Terminal. Our first stop 

at Tammy’s Place was aborted as the shop and gardens were closed. We then stopped for a comfort stop at the 

next available service station. En route Phil and Di spotted two Roosevelt Elks by the road, which were new for 

the trip. One next scheduled stop was at Comox Visitor Centre where we enjoyed a picnic in the sunshine. Some 

had a brief visit to the shop and brought a few items, but we were soon on our way again and made it to 

Buttertubs in good time. 

 

We enjoyed a leisurely walk around the Buttertubs circular path and enjoyed watching some nice birds and 

Eastern Grey Squirrels. Emma’s keen eyes spotted a couple of Northwestern Garter Snakes and later Western 

Painted Terrapins, both new for the trip. We also added Golden-crowned Sparrow, Chipping Sparrow and 

Bushtit among others on our walk round. It was then time to head to the ferry terminal, where we spotted a 

Cooper’s Hawk as we turned off the road. 
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The Ferry crossing was taken in calm waters and in a nice temperature as the sun began to set. We were able to 

see a number of marine mammals including two distant Humpback Whales, Harbour Porpoise, Harbour Seal 

and Steller’s Sea Lion. We watched the sun set and turn the horizon to a fiery blaze of orange. The setting sun 

also briefly illuminated a snow-cover Mount Baker in the distance, giving a spectacular view. The sun eventually 

set as we were disembarking the ferry.  

 

We all met up at Tsawwassen Coastal Inn and had a few minutes to check-in before heading to Brown’s Social 

Club. The food here was delicious and enjoyed by the group, however the loud atmosphere was not conducive 

to chatting or listening. It was a Saturday night and the place was busier than usual. We retired to the lobby after 

dinner and checked-in for our flights before retiring to bed. 

Day 13 Sunday 24th September 

Boundary Bay; George C. Rifle Bird Sanctuary; Iona Beach; Vancouver Airport 

A couple of us joined Terry at 7am for a walk around Boundary Bay. We drove to the bay and walked the trail in 

the reverse direction. Almost immediately we had a new trip bird in the shape of a Rufous Hummingbird before 

we had reached the trail. We began our walk and saw that the reserve was very active with many species of 

sparrow, warbler, woodpecker and a host of others restlessly moving through the shrubs and trees. 

 

We walked around the Raptor Trail down to the coastal path, enjoying the birdlife. The tide was quite high and a 

mass of waders, ducks and geese could be seen in a sheltered bay. Green-wing Teal, Mallard and American 

Widgeon predominated. There were many Killdeer and a single Grey Plover on the small patches of exposed 

mud. Conscious of getting back for breakfast at 8am, we moved along a little quicker to get back to the car. 

However, Emma suddenly spotted and fine looking Coyote calmly sitting in a patch of grass about 50 metres 

away. Despite the joggers, runners and dog walkers he looked calm and relaxed and we stayed and watched him 

for a while before we had to go. He was still looking relaxed when we left; a fantastic sighting of a very 

handsome animal. 

 

We quickly drove back to the hotel and met the others for breakfast. Pam and Adam were leaving the group this 

morning to continue their trip with a stay in Vancouver, so after breakfast we said goodbye, but not before Phil 

had warmly thanked the guides on behalf of the group. It was a sad realisation that the trip that had been fun and 

full of wildlife was now coming to a close. However, we still had some more wildlife to squeeze out of the day 

and we were soon packed up and driving to Rifle Bird Sanctuary.  

 

The sanctuary was as excellent as ever as we enjoyed excellent and close views of many species. Jacky, Di, Ruth 

and Emma enjoyed feeding the chickadees from their hands. Sue particularly enjoyed the close views of the Red-

wing Blackbirds with their vivid scarlet wing patches. We walked the main perimeter path picking up some 

uncommon waders en route (Stilt Sandpiper and Pectoral Sandpiper) as well as the more common yellowlegs and 

dowitchers. A Virginia Rail was heard but stubbornly refused to emerge, but a close Northern Harrier made up 

for the disappointment. We then met up at the centre with Norm, who had prepared a lovely picnic for us. 

Whilst we sat and ate a few went to the hummingbird feeder and photographed the Anna’s Hummingbirds as 

they came to drink the sugar water.  
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After the picnic we split into two groups as some wanted to look for the Great Horned Owl that had been seen 

earlier and other wanted to explore the inner duck ponds. On the walk around the ponds Ruth had a close 

encounter with a Mink, and we found a small flock of Cackling Geese next to the Canada Geese for easy 

comparison.  

 

We then all met up and drove to Iona Beach, which is close to the airport. We walked round the lakes and saw 

several Red-wing Blackbirds as well as a host of gulls, herons and ducks along the beach and in the ponds. The 

now warm sunshine made for a relaxing afternoon, but soon it was time to drive to the airport and bid Norm 

farewell after he had done a great job in looking after us for the past two weeks. We then checked-in and 

boarded our overnight flight bound for Heathrow. 

Day 14 Monday 25th September 

Arrival back in the UK at the end of a great trip 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
Zeballos by Sue Leyland 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Birds (=recorded but not counted; H = heard only; L/O=Leader only) 

      September 

  Common name Scientific name 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

1 Canada Goose  Branta canadensis      1   3 10      

2 Cackling Goose  Branta hutchinsii                       6 

3 Wood Duck  Aix sponsa                      20 

4 Gadwall  Mareca strepera                       

5 American Wigeon  Mareca americana         3       2   30 

6 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos                   5 

7 Green-winged Teal Anas carolinensis                      

8 Northern Shoveler  Spatula clypeata                       

9 Northern Pintail  Anas acuta                       

10 Ring-necked Duck  Aythya collaris                        2 

11 Harlequin Duck  Histrionicus histrionicus        10                 

12 Surf Scoter  Melanitta perspicillata                    

13 White-winged Scoter  Melanitta deglandi     4      1           

14 Black Scoter  Melanitta americana                         

15 Common Goldeneye  Bucephala clangula                     5   

16 Barrow's Goldeneye  Bucephala islandica        1                 

17 Hooded Merganser  Lophodytes cucullatus          3 20       1     

18 Common Merganser  Mergus merganser                   

19 Common Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus                       1 

20 Pacific Loon  Gavia pacifica  1     1   4             

21 Common Loon  Gavia immer      3     2 1     3   10 

22 Fork-tailed Storm Petrel  Oceanodroma furcata           L/O             

23 Sooty Shearwater  Ardenna grisea            2             

24 Pied-billed Grebe  Podilymbus podiceps                 1   6 5 

25 Red-necked Grebe  Podiceps grisegena     10 3   20 4   1 1     

26 Horned Grebe  Podiceps auritus     3             6     

27 Great Blue Heron  Ardea herodias 2 6    2 4 2 3 2 2 

28 Brandt's Cormorant  Phalacrocorax penicillatus                   
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      September 

  Common name Scientific name 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

29 Pelagic Cormorant  Phalacrocorax pelagicus 4                

30 Double-crested Cormorant  Phalacrocorax auritus                   

31 Turkey Vulture  Cathartes aura       1           

32 Western Osprey  Pandion haliaetus   1                     

33 Sharp-shinned Hawk  Accipiter striatus                 5 4     

34 Cooper's Hawk  Accipiter cooperii  1                   1   

35 Northern Harrier  Circus hudsonius  1                     2 

36 Bald Eagle  Haliaeetus leucocephalus   3 3 8 10 4 2 10 15 15     

37 Red-tailed Hawk  Buteo jamaicensis 2                   2 1 

38 Virginia Rail Rallus limicola                       H 

39 American Coot  Fulica americana                       L/O 

40 Wilson's Snipe Gallinago delicata               1         

41 Black Oystercatcher  Haematopus bachmani  10 3 1                 

42 Grey Plover  Pluvialis squatarola                     1   

43 Killdeer  Charadrius vociferus 10                     

44 Short-billed Dowitcher  Limnodromus griseus           2             

45 Long-billed Dowitcher  Limnodromus scolopaceus                        

46 Greater Yellowlegs  Tringa melanoleuca      1     1           

47 Lesser Yellowlegs  Tringa flavipes                        10 

48 Spotted Sandpiper  Actitis macularius      3       1 2 2       

49 Black Turnstone  Arenaria melanocephala  2  1                  

50 Surfbird  Aphriza virgata                         

51 Western Sandpiper  Calidris mauri  10                       

52 Least Sandpiper  Calidris minutilla      1                   

53 Pectoral Sandpiper  Calidris melanotos                        2 

54 Stilt Sandpiper Calidris himantopus                       2 

55 Red-necked Phalarope  Phalaropus lobatus    1                    

56 Bonaparte's Gull  Chroicocephalus philadelphia              1     1     

57 Mew Gull  Larus canus                 

58 Ring-billed Gull  Larus delawarensis                        

59 California Gull  Larus californicus            

60 Glaucous-winged Gull  Larus glaucescens             
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      September 

  Common name Scientific name 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

61 Western Gull  Larus occidentalis     2                   

62 Thayer's Gull  Larus thayeri            1 2 4 2     

63 American Herring Gull  Larus smithsonianus             

64 Parasitic Jaeger  Stercorarius parasiticus          1 1             

65 Common Murre  Uria aalge                       

66 Pigeon Guillemot  Cepphus columba           2             

67 Ancient Murrelet Synthliboramphus antiquus           10             

68 Rhinoceros Auklet  Cerorhinca monocerata                         

69 Rock Dove  Columba livia                 

70 Band-tailed Pigeon  Patagioenas fasciata 1     1             6   

71 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto 2 2 2 1                 

72 Barred Owl  Strix varia        1 1               

73 American Black Swift  Cypseloides niger       4                 

74 Anna's Hummingbird  Calypte anna  3   1               2 4 

75 Rufous Hummingbird  Selasphorus rufus                        1 

76 Belted Kingfisher  Megaceryle alcyon  1 4 6 2 8 2 2 4 6 10 1 1 

77 Red-breasted Sapsucker  Sphyrapicus ruber 1                       

78 Downy Woodpecker  Dryobates pubescens       1             1 1 

79 Northern Flicker  Colaptes auratus 3 10                 1 10 

80 Pileated Woodpecker  Dryocopus pileatus                     L/O   

81 American Kestrel  Falco sparverius     1                 1 

82 Merlin  Falco columbarius               2 1       

83 Peregrine Falcon  Falco peregrinus                       11 

84 Steller's Jay  Cyanocitta stelleri 6           

85 Northwestern Crow  Corvus caurinus             

86 Northern Raven  Corvus corax           2 2     

87 Townsend Solitaire Myadestes townsendi   1                     

88 Cedar Waxwing  Bombycilla cedrorum  20                       

89 Black-capped Chickadee  Poecile atricapillus 10                     

90 Chestnut-backed Chickadee  Poecile rufescens 20     1                 

91 American Bushtit  Psaltriparus minimus                      

92 Bewick's Wren Thryomanes bewickii 1                   
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      September 

  Common name Scientific name 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

93 Marsh Wren  Cistothorus palustris                     1 1 

94 Pacific Wren  Troglodytes pacificus   1   1 1               

95 Red-breasted Nuthatch  Sitta canadensis  2 H                     

96 Brown Creeper  Certhia americana 1     1                 

97 Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris               

98 Varied Thrush  Ixoreus naevius               4 4       

99 Swainson's Thrush  Catharus ustulatus               2 4       

100 American Robin  Turdus migratorius 4 


        

101 American Dipper  Cinclus mexicanus               4 1       

102 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus                    

103 Buff-bellied Pipit  Anthus rubescens 1   1                   

104 Purple Finch  Haemorhous purpureus 4                       

105 House Finch  Haemorhous mexicanus            1       4   

106 Red Crossbill  Loxia curvirostra   8                     

107 American Goldfinch  Spinus tristis                      2 

108 American Yellow Warbler  Setophaga aestiva 10                  1   

109 Myrtle Warbler  Setophaga coronata                      

110 Red-winged Blackbird  Agelaius phoeniceus 2                   20 

111 Brown-headed Cowbird  Molothrus ater                   2     

112 Savannah Sparrow  Passerculus sandwichensis                

113 Chipping Sparrow Spizella passerina                     4   

114 Red Fox Sparrow  Passarella iliaca             1 10 10   

115 Song Sparrow  Melospiza melodia 1 3 2   3   1 10 10   

116 Lincoln's Sparrow  Melospiza lincolnii  1 1       4         

117 White-crowned Sparrow  Zonotrichia leucophrys        3   4   2   6 

118 Golden-crowned Sparrow  Zonotrichia atricapilla                      6 

119 Dark-eyed Junco  Junco hyemalis 2           2 2     4 

120 Spotted Towhee  Pipilo maculatus 4       1           1 10 
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      September 

  Common name Scientific name 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

Mammals                           

1 European Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus                       

2 Southern Red-backed Vole  Myodes gapperi        1                 

3 Eastern Gray Squirrel  Sciurus carolinensis  1                   6 10 

4 Douglas's Squirrel  Tamiasciurus douglasii                2 1 1     

5 Red Squirrel  Tamiasciurus hudsonicus    1   2   1         2 1 

6 Coyote  Canis latrans                        1 

7 American Black Bear  Ursus americanus    2 5       2 2 2 4     

8 Brown Bear (Grizzly) Ursus arctos horribilis             8 14 15 10     

9 Sea Otter  Enhydra lutris    4     20               

10 North American Otter  Lontra canadensis    3           2         

11 Ermine (Short-tailed Weasel) Mustela erminea        1                 

12 American Mink  Neovison vison              1         1 

13 Steller's Sea Lion  Eumetopias jubatus   50     2 30         5   

14 Californian Sea Lion  Zalophus californianus   3                     

15 Harbour Seal  Phoca vitulina 1 30  3   4 2      

16 Pacific White-sided Dolphin  Lagenorhynchus obliquidens                         

17 Orca Orcinus orca            20             

17a Bigg's (Transient) Orca ssp. Orcinus orca            6             

18 Harbour Porpoise  Phocoena phocoena   5               4   

19 Humpback Whale  Megaptera novaeangliae    5       24       2 2   

20 Roosevelt Elk Cervus elaphus canadensis                     2   

21 Mule Deer  Odocoileus hemionus   10 4 1     2     1 4   

22 Raccoon Procyon lotor             2L/O           

Dragonflies 

Autumn Meadowhawk, Sympetrum vicinum Canada Darner, Aeshnidae canadensis Pacific Forktail, Ischnura cervula 

Butterflies 

Pine White, Neophasia menapia Painted Lady, Vanessa cynthia Cabbage White, Pieris rapae 
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Other Invertebrates 

Autumn Yellow-winged Grasshopper, Arphia xanthoptera Black-winged Grasshopper , Dissosteira carolina Banana Slug sp, Ariolimax agg 

Field Cricket sp, Grylidae sp. Devil's Coach Horse, Ocypus olens  

Reptiles and Amphibians 

Northwestern Garter Snake, Thamnophis ordinoides Red-eared Slider Turtle, Trachemys scripta elegans Western Painted Terapin, Chrysemys picta 

Western Toad, Anaxyrus boreas   

Others 

Moon Jellyfish, Aurelia aurita Purple Shore Crab, Hemigrapsus nudus  
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