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Tour participants:  Barrie Cooper & Norm Harburn (leaders) with ten Naturetrek clients 

Summary 

This 2018 Naturetrek ‘Canada – The West’ tour group spent two weeks in stunning scenery visiting the Western 

British Columbia area and Vancouver Island, where we enjoyed beautiful scenery and wonderful wildlife.  There 

were many highlights including close encounters with Black and Grizzly (Brown) Bears, Sea Otters, Humpback 

Whales, Grey Whales, Orcas, dolphins and sea lions.  The wildlife was stunning and we also stayed in some 

lovely places, enjoyed delicious food and excellent hospitality.  Although we had plenty of rain on some days, the 

weather was generally kind to us, but we did have to change some plans at Ucluelet, due to rough seas.  We also 

had a period of rain at Great Bear Lodge but, on the positive side, it resulted in a good salmon run which 

brought in the bears.  This tour is designed to offer a whole range of wildlife encounters and we maximised the 

opportunities and shared wonderful experiences whilst having a lot of fun, with everyone taking home many 

happy memories.   It was an absolute pleasure. 

Day 1 Thursday 6th September 

Fly London Heathrow to Vancouver then drive to Tsawwassen 

Eight group members started the tour with Barrie at Terminal 3, London Heathrow Airport for a British Airways 

flight to Vancouver on Canada’s west coast. Despite a delayed departure our flight arrived almost on time after a 

journey of 4,838 miles across eight time zones. After clearing immigration and collecting our baggage, we were 

greeted by Norm, our local guide. After collecting out vehicles, we made the thirty-minute journey to our hotel in 

Tsawwassen where we met Michael and Christine, the other two members of our group.  After completing 

check-in and clarifying arrangements for the following day we all retired to catch up on some sleep. 

Day 2 Friday 7th September 

Ferry crossing to Vancouver Island then drive to Ucluelet on the west coast. 

Most of the group met up at 6.15am to make the short drive to Boundary Bay for a pre-breakfast walk.  Light 

rain was falling as we left the hotel and that was to be a taster of what was to come later in the day.  Fittingly the 

first species of our Canadian adventure was Canada Goose as a couple of flocks flew over as soon as we left our 

vehicles.  Unfortunately, it was low tide so many of the birds were far away, although a small flock of Killdeer 

and four Greater Yellowlegs provided close views as they fed in a channel next to the trail.  A calling Lesser 

Yellowlegs flew over as it headed towards the distant bird flocks.  In addition to the Canada Geese, other 

wildfowl included American Wigeon, Northern Pintail and Mallard.  A few Great Blue Herons were scattered 

around, and Ring-billed Gull was the commonest representative of that family.  The light rain and cool wind 

seemed to be keeping the passerines quiet and only Starling, Savannah and House Sparrows were picked out in 

the gloom.  Raptor activity was beginning as we made our way back to the vehicles with Merlin, Northern 

Harrier and an obliging Peregrine seen.  Just prior to getting into the vehicles a dark Eastern Grey Squirrel was 

running along the grass verge on the opposite side of the road.  It had been a brief, but good, start to the trip 

despite the weather.   

 

After breakfast we checked out of the hotel to make the short drive to the Tsawwassen ferry terminal with the 

bonus of a Northern Harrier flying over the road.  The harbour had a good collection of birds with the highlight 



Canada: The West  Tour Report 

 

 

2  © Naturetrek     November 18 
 

probably being quite a few Great Northern Divers in breeding plumage, although the flock of White-winged 

Scoter were almost as splendid.  Surf Scoter was the most numerous species while only one Red-necked Grebe 

was picked out in the brief time we had.  Brandt’s, Pelagic and Double-crested `Cormorants were well 

represented with more seen once we went onto the observation deck of the ferry.  A few Black Turnstones were 

scattered around the harbour wall next to the ferry.  The two-hour crossing was relatively quiet with just a couple 

of Harbour Porpoises, two Common Guillemots and four Common Terns being the highlights.  Thankfully, 

most of the ferry crossing had been done in dry weather but the rain began to fall as we approached Nanaimo 

harbour and unfortunately that was to be the beginning of persistent rain for the remainder of the day.  During 

the return to their vehicle, Michael and Christine saw three Orcas behind the ferry close to where we docked.   

 

The rain became increasingly heavy by the time we had left the ferry and were heading north up Vancouver 

Island.  The passengers of one vehicle saw some American Robins while stopped at traffic lights but bird activity 

was low with the rain having an affect.  We stopped for lunch at Little Qualicum Falls Park and went for a walk 

to the Lower Falls while Norm prepared the first of his excellent picnic lunches.  Some of the group made the 

walk to the Upper Falls after lunch but, in terms of wildlife, the result was the same – very little.  The only calling 

birds were heard briefly just prior to leaving.  The beautiful drive to Ucluelet was perhaps enhanced with the low 

clouds clinging to the forest-clad mountains.  Beautiful lakes and rivers were a frequent sight but the heavy rain 

kept us moving on rather than stopping to photograph the scenery.  We arrived in Ucluelet just after 5pm for a 

rest before dinner at a nearby restaurant.  Our first day had provided a good introduction to some of the special 

wildlife here despite the first significant rainfall in two months.  Vancouver Island had experienced its worst year 

for forest fires and today’s rain was the answer to the dreams of landowners and the fire service, but 

unfortunately for us it had restricted some of the wildlife we could have expected to see. 

Day 3 Saturday 8th September 

Tofino and the Pacific Rim National Park (South Beach & Interpretative Centre) 

The day began with the sound of foghorns, which was not a good sign, although the rain had stopped.  The 

group assembled for a pre-breakfast walk around the harbour.  The first new bird of the day was a Spotted 

Sandpiper on the mud before it flew along the river right in front of us.  The usual gulls were around but this 

time we had the bonus of a couple of Western Gulls that were showing quite well.  Some very smart Starfish and 

Anemones caught our eye and were well photographed.  A pair of Bald Eagles was roosting near the hotel and 

brought a great deal of satisfaction to the group as we admired this iconic North American bird.  The Starlings 

on the wires were not quite as exciting as the eagles but three California Sea Lions certainly were.  Two of them 

were sitting on the end of a jetty, posing majestically for photographs.  They were a fine sight and a fitting way to 

end our brief walk before we went for breakfast.  The rain became quite heavy while we ate breakfast and that 

was to continue later as we called into a supermarket to pick our sandwiches for lunch.  It was then a drive up 

the coast to Tofino for our first boat trip.   

 

Soon after our boat left its dock we were seeing birds with a Bald Eagle posing in a tree being the first.  There 

were a few Great Northern Divers, Red-necked Grebes and plenty of Cormorants.  Frances saw a Belted 

Kingfisher flying along the coastline.  A couple of Marbled Murrelets were the first of eight we saw in total and 

we later had the bonus of an Ancient Murrelet.  Other seabirds included Common and Pigeon Guillemots plus 

three Rhinoceros Auklets.  We then had the pleasure of seeing our first raft of Sea Otters, which brought great 

excitement and plenty of photographs.  Incredibly more rafts were seen with individual otters also scattered 
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around.  A total of at least 80 sea otters had been seen on what was turning into an excellent boat trip.  However 

there were more highlights to come with the main target of the boat trip – Grey Whale.  We had very good views 

of a whale including some memorable tail flukes.   While watching the whale a small flock of Pigeon Guillemot 

flew in, all appearing to still be in breeding plumage.  A small rocky island had over twenty Cormorants on it but 

the highlight here were 10 Heermann’s Gulls.  We saw more of this beautiful gull later with their red bills and 

legs making them easier for the group to identify than some of the other gull species.  Before heading back to 

port we were treated to another Grey Whale that put on a show.  Another small rocky island held a group of 

Harbour Seals plus fifty Black Oystercatchers.  We then returned to port after a truly memorable boat trip that 

was a perfect antidote to the weather.   

 

After grabbing a hot drink back at the office of the boat company we drove through the rain to the Pacific Rim 

National Park visitor centre.  The beach here had quite a few people surfing but it was the shorebirds that 

grabbed our attention.  A small mixed flock of Western Sandpipers, Semi-palmated Plovers and Sanderlings 

didn’t seem to mind the walkers who were on the beach and good scope views were had of these splendid 

shorebirds.  Two Red-throated Divers, three Pacific Divers and four Great Northern Divers were on the sea and 

a few Black Oystercatchers were on a rocky island behind them.  While in the visitor centre the rainfall became 

even heavier and any thoughts of a walk through the forest were cancelled so we drove back to Ucluelet.  Two 

Mule Deer were seen crossing the road not far from town as the final act of a very good day that was completed 

by an excellent meal at Norwoods restaurant.   

Day 4 Sunday 9th September 

Ucluelet  

The conditions were not ideal for our pre-breakfast walk but a bunch of hardy souls met up to brave the storm.  

The weather bought the added extra of strong winds combined with heavy rain but we ventured down to the 

harbour to find somewhere to shelter in the hope of seeing something interesting.  Sure enough we did, but it 

was a boat struggling against the wind and current.  We were wondering if the boat was going to be grounded on 

the rocks but to the credit of the captain, he manoeuvred his boat and made it into open water.  Having seen the 

end result of that incident we moved to another sheltered position and were rewarded with good views of a 

Belted Kingfisher and a juvenile Glaucous-winged Gull begging for food from its parent.  At least the adult gull 

provided another opportunity for Barrie to remind the group of the techniques of gull identification again.  We 

then met up with the rest of the group for breakfast and to finally do the checklist.  Some saw a Harbour Seal 

prior to discussing the itinerary for the morning back at the hotel.  The weather forced us to change our plans 

for the morning, so it was decided to have a break back at the hotel before moving to a scenic restaurant for 

lunch.  

 

As we gathered at the vehicles before moving off we managed to see a Spotted Sandpiper and a Mew Gull in the 

harbour.  Prior to going to the restaurant, we had a brief walk along the scenic Wild Pacific Trail, which was 

quite pleasant despite the rain.  Looking out onto the dramatic seascape a few Black and White-winged Scoters 

were flying offshore.  A couple of Golden-crowned Kinglets were eventually seen by all members of the group 

which was a pleasant bonus because the weather had severely restricted the activity and sightings of small birds.  

Immediately on arrival at our lunch restaurant a Bald Eagle gave a brief flight view but disappeared behind the 

hotel and wasn’t seen by most of the group.  The weather improved slightly while we had lunch so suitably 

refreshed, we returned to explore more of the Wild Pacific Trail.  We soon reached a viewpoint overlooking the 
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ocean where a small flock of Cedar Waxwings were providing a great show by doing aerial acrobatics to catch 

flying insects before perching on tops of pine trees at eye level for us.  It was a fine sight that was enhanced by a 

few Orange-crowned Warblers that were typically quicker and more elusive but everyone managed to see them.  

It was interesting to notice how the sea fog quickly moved in towards the coast, yet it was much clearer later on 

our return walk.  The trail has several viewpoints providing wonderful views of the stunning coastline and at one 

of the viewpoints we found two black oystercatchers and a flock of approximately twenty American Robins.  

Seeing the robins was a reminder that migration was happening and, no doubt, disrupted by the weather of the 

past few days.  Moving on along the trail a Tree Frog was heard before we had a brief, but good, view of a Red 

Squirrel.  The weather had been dry while we walked the trail but heavy rain came just a minute after we returned 

to the vehicles.  On returning to the hotel, two Belted Kingfishers and two Harbour Seals were in the harbour 

while the two Bald Eagles were in their usual trees near the hotel.   

 

A boat trip to look for Black Bears was on the schedule for late afternoon but, unfortunately, the boat company 

cancelled the tour because of the rough seas.  This was frustrating so we asked them to suggest a possible place 

where we could drive to in the hope of seeing bears.  Once the group was assembled the situation was explained 

and we drove off in the hope that we may get lucky.  Once parked up we walked about a kilometre through a 

forest to the mouth of a river and were greeted by the sight of two Black Bears standing in the river.  Brilliant 

views just fifty metres away from us.  We were downwind so the bears were unaware of our presence and we 

were treated to privileged views.  After about ten minutes the bears went into the forest on the opposite side of 

the river.  A few minutes later the show continued with two smaller, younger bears putting in an appearance.  

This time we were treated to the two siblings doing some play fighting; we couldn’t have asked for more.  

Eventually they wandered off into the forest and things went quiet for a few minutes.  This gave us the 

opportunity to watch an immature female Bald Eagle feeding on a whole salmon and an adult male Bald Eagle 

feeding on the remains of one.  The bear show then resumed with the original two bears returning.  This time 

they were intent on feeding so went into the river to try some fishing.  Some huge salmon were swimming close 

to the bears and the larger of the two bears made some feeble attempts at catching a fish.  It was left to the 

smaller bear to show it the way when it caught a huge Coho Salmon in its mouth.  After a struggle the salmon 

escaped.  Maybe the bear was being over ambitious with such a large fish.  It was a fitting way to end a brilliant 

bear watch.  The day was topped off by a fine meal at a local diner.   

Day 5 Monday 10th September 

Ucluelet to Port McNeill 

It was an early start today because we had a long journey to Port McNeil.  After breakfast at The Gray Whale we 

headed east and, as we approached Port Alberni one of the vehicles managed to spot a Black Bear wandering 

along the river parallel to the road.  Further along the river at least twenty-five Goosander (Common Merganser) 

were seen while waiting at a traffic light.  There had been plenty of Turkey Vultures in this area as well.  We then 

had a pleasant walk around Cathedral Grove with ancient trees including an 800-year-old Douglas Fir which is 

approximately 76 metres high.  Bushtit was a new species seen here. Unfortunately the heavy rain cancelled our 

plans for a picnic lunch so we ate in an English-style pub with an English landlord.  A smart spider was found in 

the pub garden just before we continued our journey north.   

 

Miracle Beach was our destination for some wildlife watching and we were richly rewarded.  As we approached 

the beach our attention was grabbed by a mixed flock of birds that were actively feeding in the trees along the 
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trail.  Species included Chestnut-backed Chickadee, Yellow, Orange-Crowned and Townsend’s Warblers, Red-

breasted Nuthatch, Brown Creeper, Western Wood-pewee, Golden-crowned and Ruby-crowned Kinglets.  It 

was an amazing sight with birds moving through, showing well and making it difficult to decide which tree to 

look at because of the activity everywhere.  It was a perfect example of being in the right place at the right time 

and after our luck with the weather we thoroughly deserved such a wealth of bird activity.  Offshore, a flock of 

Surf Scoters, a few Great Northern and Red-throated Divers plus a Harbour Seal were seen.  Unfortunately the 

rain started again so we had to move on to complete the final leg of our journey.  A stag Roosevelt Elk next to 

the road was a bonus as we drove through the heavy rain.  After checking in and a rest at the hotel we had a fine 

dinner across the road.  

Day 6 Tuesday 11th September 

Port McNeil.  Whale-watching trip 

It was a grey start at breakfast but the sun was shining by the time we were waiting for our boat trip and it was to 

remain sunny for the duration.  The combination of sun and light wind made perfect conditions and the sea was 

very calm while we were on the boat.  While waiting on the jetty we had a couple of groups of Western 

Sandpipers and the usual gulls and heron to entertain us.  Two Bald Eagles were perched on a mast.  As we 

headed into Broughton Strait birds were already appearing with small flocks of White-winged Scoter, Rhinoceros 

Auklet, Marbled Murrelet, Common Guillemot, Red-necked Grebe, Harlequin Duck and a few Kittiwakes.  A 

Bald Eagle was spotted over a forest and was being mobbed by Ravens.   

 

Our first main stop was near some rocks where Northern (Steller) Sea Lions were resting, plus a few in the 

water.  Most were resting but a couple of males were posing and calling across the divide that separated them.  

Harbour Seals and Harbour Porpoises were also in this area, but it wasn’t long before we spotted the first of our 

main targets.  A blow half a mile away indicated our first Humpback Whale so the boat headed off in that 

direction.  As we got closer we realised there were two Humpbacks having a relaxed time at the surface but 

eventually they treated us to some fluking.  Things were really getting warmed up now and a few Dall’s Porpoise 

brought some energy to proceedings before our first Orcas arrived on the scene.  After some debate among the 

boat staff they identified them as transients, which are the migratory seal-eating Orcas.  Captain Bill informed us 

that it’s been noticed that after eating a seal these top predators will often take a Rhinoceros Auklet for dessert, 

which was quite enlightening.  As we continued our voyage more Humpbacks were seen and a few more Orcas.  

Red-necked Phalarope numbers were increasing and providing an interesting contrast to the large mammals.  A 

couple of Western Grebes were our first of the trip and Horned (Slavonian) Grebe was seen later.  After some 

hot tomato soup for lunch we moved into more open ocean.  The Orcas show started big time with lots of 

superb views not far from the boat.  Behaviour included tail slapping and eye-spying and various ages of Orca 

were present.  Pacific White-sided Dolphins joined the party and, no doubt, were stealing fish as they swam close 

to their larger cousins.  Some of the dolphins came close to the boat and even under it, providing good 

underwater views in the crystal clear water.  More Humpbacks added to the tally as we observed cetaceans in all 

directions.   

 

It was time to return to Port McNeill harbour but three more transient Orcas got the staff of the boat excited as 

even they considered this a great day.  It was an absolutely superb boat trip with fifteen Humpbacks, two 

hundred White-sided Dolphins, twelve Dall’s Porpoises seen.  The Orca numbers were very impressive with 

twenty-seven residents from two clans plus nine transients making a grand total of thirty-six.  To hear a 
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Naturetrek group member say that it was one of the best days of her life makes you realise what a privilege it was 

to have been on the boat – thank you Janet!  Absolutely brilliant.  In the early evening, Geraldine had the good 

fortune to see, from her hotel window, a female Black Bear with her two cubs walking near the shore on the 

other side of the channel.   

Day 7 Wednesday 12th September 

Port McNeill.  Hyde Creek.  Whale-watching trip from Telegraph Cove. 

Some pre-breakfast birds were Merlin, Bald Eagle, Black Turnstone, Savannah Sparrow and an Anna’s 

Hummingbird that showed well.  After breakfast a more leisurely stroll through Port McNeill had species such as 

House Finch, Orange-crowned and Yellow Warblers, Red-winged Blackbird, Shoveler and the usual gulls, plus a 

Harbour Seal in the harbour.  Out on the sea were Pigeon Guillemot, Surf Scoter, Red-necked Grebe and a 

Fork-tailed Storm Petrel that unfortunately was only seen by some of the group.  It had been an interesting walk 

and we called in to pick up some sandwiches before leaving Port McNeill.   

 

Our destination for lunch was just a few miles down the coast at Hyde Creek where we sat on the rocky beach to 

enjoy the warm sunshine and pleasant scenery.  There were plenty of birds on the sea but it was a Yellow-

rumped Warbler in the bushes behind us that first grabbed our attention.  The warbler performed well doing a 

lot of flycatching and showing its yellow rump and subtle tones to its plumage.  Out on the sea a Surf Scoter 

drifted close to the shore giving great scope views.  Also close inshore were a Pacific Diver and a few Pigeon 

Guillemots.  There were quite a lot of birds flying along the coast and these included Surf Scoter, Canada Geese, 

Green-winged Teal and Red-necked Phalarope.  We could also see twenty Northern Sea Lions on the far shore.  

After a pleasant break on the beach it was time to move the few miles down to Telegraph Cove for our whale-

watching trip. 

 

Telegraph Cove is a picturesque, preserved coastal village with some attractive buildings, almost like a Canadian 

equivalent of the Welsh village of Portmeirion.  Ravens and Bald Eagles were in the skies above to add an extra 

ambience to the place.  After a walk around the village we gathered for our whale-watching trip.  Once again we 

had perfect conditions with warm sunshine and a calm sea.  Birds were seen as soon as the cruise began and 

included Rhinoceros Auklet, American Wigeon and White-winged Scoter.  Harbour Porpoises and Seals were 

also immediately seen, with Dall’s Porpoise also appearing.  We were only ten minutes into the cruise when 

Orcas were seen in the distance.  As we sailed closer it was clear that there were over twenty Orcas with some 

tight groups swimming in synchronised formations providing great photographic opportunities for those with 

quick reactions and cameras.  It was a wonderful spectacle with a variety of ages and sizes all actively feeding.  

The sea currents here must have created ideal conditions for the fish because the Orcas almost seemed to be in a 

feeding frenzy and some White-sided Dolphins joined them.  All the Orcas were fish-eating residents and it was 

estimated that we saw at least twenty-five Orcas from two clans (A and G) that included three families.  We had 

Orcas visible for most of the trip after that with some even doing some tail beating.  All the Orcas are identified 

and recorded and today we had one born in 1969 with the youngest being one year old.   

 

Of course we also wanted to see Humpback Whale and we weren’t disappointed.  First up was a female named 

“Guardian” who had been returning to these waters since 2011.  She, like most of the Humpbacks that visit here, 

spends the winter around Hawaii.  We watched this fine lady for several minutes while she was feeding leisurely 

in the same area as most of the Orcas.  However some blows in the distance took the boat to see some more 
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Humpbacks.  These were much more active showing plenty of tail flukes and sometimes swimming close to the 

boat.  One headed straight towards us and went under our boat and gave a blow before she dived.  The odour 

from the blow drifted over us and those of us at the front of the boat were treated to the smell of Humpback 

halitosis.  Not the most pleasant smell of nature, nevertheless it was a privilege to have sampled it.  The three 

whales had obviously found plenty of food and we observed some interesting behaviour in the form of “trap 

feeding”.  This is when a Humpback drifts along with its mouth wide-open taking in food in a slow, leisurely 

manner.  It’s believed that individuals learn it from others and is a very energy-efficient way to feed.  This was 

another entertaining whale watching session.  In the same area where these three Humpbacks were feeding there 

were plenty of Common Guillemots and about one hundred Red-necked Phalaropes.   

 

On the return leg of our journey we visited some rocks where about two hundred Northern Sea Lions were 

hauled out.  There was plenty of vocals and a few skirmishes between these fine beasts.  We made our way back 

to port after an excellent trip.  In total we had 26 Orcas, six Humpbacks, about 15 Dall’s Porpoises, about 15 

White-sided Dolphins and two Harbour Porpoises.  Back on land we had dinner at a restaurant in the harbour at 

Telegraph Cove.  Another day with wonderful memories.   

Day 8 Thursday 13th September 

Port McNeill; Port Hardy: Quatse River Hatchery; flight to Great Bear Lodge 

Five Mule Deer were around the grounds of the hotel at breakfast.  After loading up the vehicles we had a walk 

along the harbour front of Port McNeill.  Some of the usual birds were around including Orange-crowned 

Warbler and Belted Kingfisher.  It was an American Mink that caused the greatest excitement and it performed 

well, even catching a fish.  Three Song Sparrows eventually showed well and it was interesting to see the dark 

plumage here, bearing a superficial resemblance to a Dunnock.  As we left Port McNeill we made a brief stop at 

the world’s largest tree burr.   

 

Lunch was taken overlooking the estuary at Port Hardy and we chose our location well.  Soon after the group 

started eating, Michael spotted three Black Bears on the other side of the river.  It was a mother and two cubs 

and they stayed around for most of the time we were there.  It was wonderful to watch them turning over rocks 

looking for their lunch.  Some of the rocks which the mother casually turned over would have required a fair bit 

of effort from a human,  so we couldn’t fail to be impressed.  The attraction of the bears made it difficult to drag 

the scope away to study the birdlife, but there were some good birds here.  Six Long-billed Dowitchers showed 

well and a flock of forty Western Sandpipers had a Sanderling with them for company.  Three Black Turnstones 

flew in and there were small flocks of Green-winged Teal and Northern Pintail on the river.  We had to leave 

this idyllic location to visit Quatse Salmon Stewardship Centre where the manager showed us around and 

explained about the process of rearing salmon to provide stock for three local rivers.  While we were there the 

latest collection of Chum Salmon was brought in and we were shown the differences between the genders.  It 

was now time to drive down the road to the Port Hardy Seaplane Base.  Sixty Black Turnstones were on a jetty 

near the office and twenty Goosanders were on the opposite side of the river.  After the formalities we boarded 

two ‘Flying Goose’ seaplanes (capable of take-off and landing on both land and water) to Great Bear Lodge.  

Only three of these planes remain and all are here making a beautiful sight.   

 

The weather was perfect with blue sky and the flight to the Lodge was spectacular over some stunning scenery.  

On arrival at the Lodge, the first bird seen was Anna’s Hummingbird that came to the feeder and flowers near 
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the entrance.  After a briefing with coffee and cake, we were allocated our rooms before boarding the buses for a 

thirty-minute drive to a viewing platform overlooking the Nekite River.  An American Mink wandered along the 

shore near the lodge while we assembled to board the buses and a Harbour Seal was on the river.  While we were 

driving along the track a Douglas Squirrel ran across in front of the second bus.  Before we reached the platform 

a Brown Bear was seen in the river, which helped to raise expectations even higher.  We all sat on the benches of 

the platform overlooking the river waiting for the “show” to commence.  California Gulls, Goosander and 

Green-winged Teal were on the river opposite the platform and we had the occasional Bald Eagle fly past.  A 

River Otter showed briefly but was only seen by a few members of our group.   

 

While we sat patiently waiting for large furry animals, we were entertained by the Chum Salmon working their 

way up the river with some of them mating in front of us.  Eventually the first Brown Bear appeared on the far 

bank and soon caught a salmon.  It didn’t feast for long before disappearing into the forest.  We only waited a 

few minutes for another sighting.  So far all the bears had been dark but then a large bear appeared that had 

much paler markings, but couldn't be seen by some on the platform.  The most exciting moment was when one 

came along the edge of the river on our side and was making its way towards us before heading up the bank.  It 

then reappeared at the top of the steps we had descended just two hours previously.  It may well have come 

down to join us but the staff ensured it moved along without getting any closer.  Janet was the closest to the bear 

and must have had mixed emotions of excitement with a slight hint of fear.  More sightings of other bears 

followed before the light started to fade and it was time to go.  As soon as we started to move off the platform a 

bear appeared on the river right in front of us and started to frantically dive in unsuccessful attempts to catch a 

salmon.  We were treated to this pathetic attempt at salmon fishing before it moved on which was a signal for us 

to finally move on after an incredible three hours.  We had seen at least five individual Brown Bears, which when 

combined with the three Black Bears at lunchtime, had made it an eight bear day.  To cap a fine day we then had 

a delicious dinner back at the Lodge. 

Day 9 Friday 14th September 

Great Bear Lodge 

It was a dry, calm morning as we ate breakfast in this beautiful setting.  A Belted Kingfisher flew past the Lodge 

while we were in the dining room.  At 8am we set off on the bus for another foray up the trail alongside the 

river, this time to a different viewing platform.  There was already a Brown Bear in the river and we didn’t have 

to wait long before another appeared in front of the platform on the far side of the river.  Soon after, this or 

another bear was seen close by to our left and on our side of the river.  It probably sensed us because it moved 

back up river rather than walking in front of the platform.  It disappeared out of view but then reappeared 

walking down the road carrying a large salmon in its mouth.  Unfortunately it decided to walk into the forest 

rather than continuing to walk down the road behind us.  Still, it was probably only about fifteen metres away at 

its closest.  Those of us who are adrenalin junkies may have had a slight disappointment, but those of a nervous 

disposition were probably relieved.  We had several more good bear sightings during the morning, including an 

older adult male right in front of us.  At one stage we had two bears in view including a paler individual that was 

down river to our right and was seen to catch a huge Chum Salmon.   

 

There was some good bird activity with the usual gulls and several Bald Eagles of differing ages.  A few 

Goosanders plus a Common Goldeneye stayed on the river right in front of us for the session.  A Pacific Wren 
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flew in front of the platform and then skulked around to our right.  A Raven and Great Blue Heron dropped in 

and twenty Vaux’s Swifts flew over.  It had been an excellent morning with five individual Brown Bears seen. 

 

After a healthy, nutritious lunch we went for an afternoon hike in the rainforest in the rain.  Despite the weather, 

it was a pleasant and informative walk with the local guides showing us how to identify some of the berry-

bearing shrubs that provide food for the bears.  We also learned how to identify some of the important trees 

found in this part of the forest.  The ecology of the forest was also discussed and the importance of the salmon 

was particularly interesting.  Bears and other animals that eat the salmon often take them into the forest where 

the fish remains provide an important source of nitrogen and other nutrients.  We learned that research has 

shown that the impact of the salmon can reach one hundred and fifty metres into the forest from the river.  

Research has also shown that during years of good salmon runs the growth of trees and other plants is enhanced.  

It was a fascinating experience and a good example of how nature is interlinked and the important role of salmon 

to the biodiversity of the local ecosystem.  We also walked along a bear trail in the forest and examined a tree 

that the bears use for scent marking and as a rubbing post.  Not many birds were seen during the rain, but a 

mixed flock included Golden-crowned Kinglet, Orange-crowned Warbler and Chestnut-backed Chickadee.   

 

After a brief break of coffee and cookies, we were off again in search of bears and other wildlife.  This time we 

were visiting a covered observation hide, which was just as well because there was heavy rainfall for much of the 

session.  There were two bears in front of the hide as soon as we arrived and that was an indication of what 

turned into a brilliant session.  A Belted Kingfisher was showing well, perched up and hovering over the river.  A 

third bear appeared so we had three in view at the same time.  It was very entertaining to watch them splashing 

through the river attempting to catch one of the numerous salmon.  One of the bears moved on but was soon 

replaced by the stars of the show – a mother and her two cubs.  This obliging family walked along the river right 

in front of us, yet another amazing moment on this memorable trip.  There was a clear difference in size between 

the cubs but they seemed to have a good mother and they both certainly fed well throughout the time we 

watched them.  They mainly scavenged on dead fish but, on a couple of occasions, mum provided some very 

fresh fish for her youngsters to feast on.  On one occasion the larger cub ate a complete salmon, but he is a 

growing lad with a good appetite.  The cubs were born in 2017 so were about twenty months old and they will 

probably be fending for themselves by this time next year.  Hopefully the cubs were picking up some valuable 

lessons that will aid their survival when they become independent.  It had been a wonderful show so far and if 

the bears were the main act, then the goosanders on the river were the backing dancers and the gulls, North-

western Crows and Northern Ravens were the backup crew ready to clean up the stage.  But this place was far 

more exciting than a Broadway or West End production - we were having bear theatre!  And still they came, this 

time a bear with a pale face that, quite frankly, was rather poor with his salmon catching technique.  Although, to 

be fair, he did manage to catch a decent sized salmon later.   

 

It was interesting to watch the bear dynamics.  The cubs appeared to be slightly nervous when one large bear 

appeared, but mum held her ground and they continued to feed at their chosen spot.  However, another bear up 

river studied the new bear and, after assessing the situation, decided to move on.  While bear theatre was 

happening, we did have some interesting bird activity, with plenty of adult and juvenile Bald Eagles.  Possibly the 

same Goldeneye from this morning was around, two Spotted Sandpipers hung about and Thayer’s Gull was 

among the regular gulls today.  A Yellow-rumped Warbler was moving along the back on the far side of the 

river.  Sadly, the fading light brought an excellent time to an end.  We had an amazing bear session with at least 
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eight different bears seen and, on one occasion, had five bears in sight at the same time, including four in the 

same camera view.  It had been an absolutely brilliant evening topped by another delicious dinner. 

Day 10 Saturday 15th September 

Great Bear Lodge 

The rain had continued throughout the night so the water level in the river had risen.  Before we left the Lodge, 

a couple of Song Sparrows and a Belted Kingfisher were seen.  Because of the weather we returned to the 

covered observation hide and were pleased to see that the same bear family were having their breakfast in the 

river.  The mother and her two male cubs stayed in view for most of the morning session.  This time we were 

treated to some new behaviour from them including some friendly fighting between the cubs and also between 

the larger cub and his mother.  On three occasions the larger cub immersed himself in the river and allowed the 

current to take him right in front of us.  On each occasion, mother had to follow in order to ensure the cub 

didn’t drift too far away.  The smaller cub seemed to take a more responsible, if less entertaining, attitude and 

walked along the bank of the island.  The family certainly had plenty of salmon during the two sessions we had 

watched them.  A fourth bear, a female, also spent quite a bit of time on the river and caught a few large salmon.  

A fifth bear made a brief appearance further down the river but didn’t venture up as far as the hide.  The two 

Spotted Sandpipers were still around and the Goldeneye, plus the usual Goosanders and gulls.  The Bald Eagles 

were quite active this morning and provided good photographic opportunities in flight and feeding.  A Sharp-

shinned Hawk flew into a tree on the far side of the river and was occasionally seen in flight when being harassed 

by crows.   

 

The Anna’s Hummingbird was around the Lodge again at lunchtime before we departed on the boat trip up the 

estuary.  As always, boat trips like this are a combination of relaxation and excellent wildlife watching.  We were 

spread across four boats and species seen included two Northern Harriers, one Merlin, Lesser Yellowlegs, 

Harlequin Duck, Pied-billed Grebe, Pigeon Guillemot, Yellow-rumped Warbler, Townsend’s Warbler, Chestnut-

backed Chickadee, Belted Kingfisher, Bald Eagle, River Otter and Harbour Seals.  One boat was lucky enough to 

find a Pied-billed Grebe that caught a fish about six or seven inches long; to the bird’s credit it didn’t take it long 

to swallow a fish that was half the length of the bird.  We had been incredibly lucky with the weather as the rain 

stopped just before we went out and started as we were returning.  It was yet another memorable session that 

was celebrated with a nice warm drink and snacks back at the Lodge.   

 

Because of the unpredictable weather we returned to the observation hide.  Soon after we arrived, the paleface 

bear returned again.  After a few abortive attempts it eventually managed to catch a decent size Chum Salmon.  

In addition to a brief view of the Sharp-shinned Hawk, the two Spotted Sandpipers showed very well.  We had 

several bear sightings with plenty of fishing attempts to entertain us.  We had a total of six bears during the 

evening but the highlight came just before we left when a female bear, aged five years, decided to come up and 

walk right below us in front of the hide.  It was another one of those “wow” moments that linger in the memory.  

It was a perfect reminder of the privilege we have to be in the company of these bears.  We were a part of this 

amazing ecosystem and this was one of the special moments where life was transcended to the realm of the 

bears.     
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Day 11 Sunday 16th September 

Great Bear Lodge, return flight to Port Hardy and drive to Port McNeill 

There was still light rain as we headed off after breakfast so we returned to the observation hide because of its 

roof.  Fortunately the rain eventually stopped and the light improved to provide good photographic conditions.  

It was relatively quiet on the river with fewer Bald Eagles, gulls and crows.  We didn’t have to wait long for a 

bear as one appeared at the side of the hide.  It clearly sensed us because it walked away to reappear further up 

river where it swam across to the shallow area to do some fishing.  A little later another bear approached from 

the right, so we had one to the right and one to the left.  Both bears were seen to catch large salmon before 

eventually leaving.  A large male bear was seen further down the river but didn’t venture up our way.  On a 

couple of occasions a Sharp-shinned Hawk perched in the trees on the far bank and even made a feeble attack 

on a Mew Gull.  On the bus ride back we saw another Sharp-shinned Hawk plus an American Robin. 

 

Over the lunch break we prepared our luggage in readiness for our departure.  Our final excursion was a boat 

trip to Walkum Bay and Creek.  The weather was fine and dry with good visibility.  A few Harbour Seals were 

dotted around our route and birdwise a very photogenic Bald Eagle sitting regally in a tree was seen by all the 

boats.  A few bird species were only seen by one or two boats and these included Marbled Murrelet, Red-necked 

Grebe, Hairy Woodpecker and Vaux’s Swift.  One of the places we visited was Pirates Cove, which was 

atmospheric with the waterfall in full flow.  Unfortunately we had to return to the Lodge for a drink and snack 

before taking the flight back to Port Hardy where we met up with Norm.  Our visit to Great Bear Lodge had 

lived up to expectations and we had some very memorable moments to treasure. 

 

We made the short drive to Port McNeill to check into our hotel for a brief break before dinner.  As we were 

approaching Port McNeill the passengers in the second vehicle had the pleasure of watching three Northern 

Flickers in a berry-laden tree in someone’s garden.  Dinner was taken at Cluxewe Resort and, unfortunately, we 

didn’t have enough time for a walk along the coastal trail.  However, Barrie did have a quick look out onto the 

sea where there were a few Red-necked Grebes, a Great Northern Diver and a flock of White-winged Scoters 

flew past.   

Day 12 Monday 17th September 

Port McNeill, Rosewall Creek Provincial Park, Buttertubs Marsh, Tsawwassen via 

Vancouver ferry 

It was a fine, clear morning, if a little cold.  At the back of the hotel there were at least three Steller’s Jays, 

American Robin and Northern Flicker, while a House Finch flew over.  We loaded up the buses for the drive to 

Nanaimo for the afternoon ferry.  We called into Rosewall Creek Provincial Park for our sandwich lunch and 

then had a short walk around a part of it.  We found some good birds here including American Dipper, Hermit 

Thrush, Dark-eyed Junco, Red-breasted Sapsucker, Yellow Warbler, Wilson’s Warbler, Chestnut-backed 

Chickadee and Pacific-slope Flycatcher.  A Warbling Vireo was a particularly good find here.   

 

Our next destination was Buttertubs Marsh where we spent a very pleasant couple of hours walking around the 

nature reserve in the glorious sunshine.  A Northern Flicker in the carpark was our first bird of note but the next 

prize was a pair of Hooded Mergansers with the male in quite good plumage and making a beautiful sight.  Other 

waterbirds here included Ring-necked Duck, Wood Duck, Green-winged Teal and Pied-billed Grebe.  A 
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Northern Harrier was perched up on the far side of the lake.  Spotted Towhees were showing well but 

unfortunately the Marsh Wrens and Common Yellowthroats were less obliging.  Michael spotted a male Anna’s 

Hummingbird perched at the top of dead tree to present a photographic challenge with the light coming from 

the wrong direction.  A couple of Eastern Grey Squirrels showed well but sadly there were no beavers on the 

beaver trail.  Geraldine and Janet found a Sora Rail on the edge of the reedbed and fortunately it was still 

showing when other members of the group caught up.  Sadly we had to tear ourselves away from this pleasant 

place in order to go to the ferry.  It was a quiet ferry trip with no whales or birds of note.  After a swift check-in 

at our hotel, we went for our final dinner to discuss the highlights from a truly memorable trip.  We said our 

goodbyes to Christine and Michael who were going to have a lie in on Tuesday as they had a flight back to 

London in the afternoon. 

Day 13 Tuesday 18th September 

George C. Reifel Migratory Bird Sanctuary and Vancouver Airport  

After breakfast at the hotel, we drove to the fabulous Reifel Migratory Bird Sanctuary.  It would be very easy to 

spend a full day here; sadly we couldn’t, but we did have a great time in the warm sunshine.  One of the first 

birds we saw was a Merlin that was clearly intent on finding breakfast.  We covered many of the trails during our 

visit and birds were appearing straight away.  The tame Black-capped Chickadees, Red-winged Blackbirds and 

Wood Ducks made the photographers very happy, as did some confiding Northern Flickers.  Because of the 

numbers of people the reserve receives, many birds are relatively easy to see and we had great views of Spotted 

Towhee, Dark-eyed Junco, Brown Creeper and Cedar Waxwing.  Probably the highlight of the day was found by 

Geraldine - a Common Nighthawk roosting on a horizontal branch of a dead tree.  This crepuscular bird 

provided a fantastic opportunity to study its cryptic plumage, particularly through the telescope.  A Hermit 

Thrush in the bushes near the trail was another welcome find.  Waterbirds included Trumpeter Swan, American 

Coot, Blue-winged Teal, Pintail, Gadwall and American Wigeon.  Some of the group saw a Downy Woodpecker 

and most people managed to see a pair of Sandhill Cranes flying over.  A Red-eared Slider terrapin was resting 

up on a log in one of the channels near a trail.  We had an amazing collection of sparrows – Fox, White-

crowned, White-throated, Golden-crowned, Fox, Song and Chipping.  Shorebirds included Long-billed and 

Short-billed Dowitchers plus Greater and Lesser Yellowlegs and Western Sandpiper.   

 

We returned to the picnic area for a splendid lunch prepared by Norm.  A male Anna’s Hummingbird made 

regular visits to the feeder to provide excellent photographic opportunities that were particularly appreciated by 

Jeff.  The afternoon had some good raptor sightings for some of us with a Cooper’s Hawk patrolling one of the 

trails in spectacular fashion.  Another Merlin was active, while a Northern Harrier patrolled the marsh.  A Red-

tailed Hawk was soaring and a Bald Eagle spooked all the waders.  Final new bird of the day was a Black-

crowned Night Heron.  Sadly this brought an end to our Canada West Naturetrek trip because we had to go to 

the airport.  Only Geraldine was actually flying back to London that evening.  Mike and Dot, Mike and Janet, Jeff 

and Ann, and Frances were staying on in Vancouver for a few extra days to continue their adventure for a little 

longer. 
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Day 14 Wednesday 19th September 

Arrival at London Heathrow Airport after overnight flight from Vancouver 

Three members of the group arrived back in London while the rest of us did our own thing in Vancouver.   

 

During our final dinner we listened to each other’s highlights for the tour.  As expected, bears, whales and sea 

otters were all popular choices.  In addition to the fantastic wildlife, my outstanding highlight was the warm, 

patient, enthusiastic and wonderful people on this tour.  It was an absolute pleasure to visit some amazing places 

in your company.  I’m delighted that there are so happy memories for everyone and I wish you all happy wildlife 

watching in future.  Finally, a special thanks to Norm for his arrangements and support during this trip; it was a 

great experience for us all. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  
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Species Lists 

Mammals (✓=recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

      September 

  Common name Scientific name 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

1 European Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus 2                   3   

2 Southern Red-backed Vole  Myodes gapperi                  1       

3 Black Rat  Rattus rattus                       1 

4 Eastern Gray Squirrel  Sciurus carolinensis  1                   2 4 

5 Douglas Squirrel  Tamiasciurus douglasii              1   1       

6 Red Squirrel  Tamiasciurus hudsonicus      1                   

7 American Black Bear  Ursus americanus      4 1 3   3           

8 Brown Bear (Grizzly) Ursus arctos horribilis             5 13 11 3     

9 Sea Otter  Enhydra lutris    80                     

10 North American Otter  Lontra canadensis              1   1       

11 American Mink  Neovison vison              2           

12 Steller Sea Lion  Eumetopias jubatus         175 220             

13 Californian Sea Lion  Zalophus californianus   3                     

14 Harbour Seal  Phoca vitulina   10 2 2 20 10 3   15 7 2   

15 Pacific White-sided Dolphin  Lagenorhynchus obliquidens          200 15             

16 Killer Whale  Orcinus orca  3       36 25             

17 Harbour Porpoise  Phocoena phocoena 2       2 2             

18 Dall's Porpoise  Phocoenoides dalli          12 15             

19 Humpback Whale  Megaptera novaeangliae          15 6             

20 Gray Whale  Eschrichtius robustus    2                     

21 Roosevelt Elk Cervus elaphus canadensis       1                 

22 Mule Deer  Odocoileus hemionus   2 4 2 2   5       4   

Birds                           

1 Canada Goose Branta canadensis ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

2 Trumpeter Swan Cygnus buccinator                       1 

3 Wood Duck Aix sponsa                     4 ✓ 

4 Blue-winged Teal Spatula discors                       ✓ 
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      September 

  Common name Scientific name 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

5 Northern Shoveler Spatula clypeata           2           ✓ 

6 Gadwall Mareca strepera ✓                     ✓ 

7 American Wigeon Mareca americana ✓       ✓ ✓           ✓ 

8 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos ✓           ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

9 Northern Pintail Anas acuta ✓           8         ✓ 

10 Green-winged Teal Anas carolinensis ✓         ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

11 Ring-necked Duck Aythya collaris                     1   

12 Harlequin Duck Histrionicus histrionicus         6       2       

13 Surf Scoter Melanitta perspicillata 50       ✓ ✓ ✓     20     

14 White-winged Scoter Melanitta deglandi 10         20             

15 Black Scoter Melanitta americana 6                       

16 Common Goldeneye Bucephala clangula               1 1 1     

17 Hooded Merganser Lophodytes cucullatus                     2   

18 Common Merganser Mergus merganser       25     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

19 Ruffed Grouse Bonasa umbellus         L               

20 Red-throated Loon Gavia stellata   2   2 2               

21 Pacific Loon Gavia pacifica   3     1 1             

22 Common Loon Gavia immer 16 14   2 4 2 1     1     

23 Fork-tailed Storm Petrel Oceanodroma furcata           1             

24 Pied-billed Grebe Podilymbus podiceps                 1   8 ✓ 

25 Red-necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena   15     30 50 20   2 6 8   

26 Horned Grebe Podiceps auritus         1               

27 Western Grebe Aechmophorus occidentalis         1               

28 Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax                       1 

29 Great Blue Heron Ardea herodias 8 4 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

30 Brandt's Cormorant Phalacrocorax penicillatus 30 ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓       ✓   

31 Pelagic Cormorant Phalacrocorax pelagicus 35 ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓           

32 Double-crested Cormorant Phalacrocorax auritus 4 ✓                     

33 Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura       ✓ 2 6         ✓   

34 Sharp-shinned Hawk Accipiter striatus                 1 2 1   

35 Cooper's Hawk Accipiter cooperii                       1 

36 Northern Harrier Circus hudsonius 2               2   1 1 
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      September 

  Common name Scientific name 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

37 Bald Eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus   5 8 10 10 12 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 2 

38 Red-tailed Hawk Buteo jamaicensis                     1 1 

39 Virginia Rail Rallus limicola                       1 

40 Sora Porzana carolina                     1   

41 American Coot Fulica americana 1                     1 

42 Sandhill Crane Antigone canadensis                       2 

43 Black Oystercatcher Haematopus bachmani   55 5                   

44 Semipalmated Plover Charadrius semipalmatus   15                     

45 Killdeer Charadrius vociferus 25                       

46 Black Turnstone Arenaria melanocephala 3 2       4 65     ✓     

47 Sanderling Calidris alba   15         1           

48 Western Sandpiper Calidris mauri   5     12 2 40         1 

49 Long-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus scolopaceus             6         ✓ 

50 Short-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus griseus                       ✓ 

51 Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus         500+ 120             

52 Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularius   1 1         2 2 2     

53 Lesser Yellowlegs Tringa flavipes 1               1     ✓ 

54 Greater Yellowlegs Tringa melanoleuca 4                     ✓ 

55 Heermann's Gull Larus heermanni   18                     

56 Mew Gull Larus canus   ✓   ✓ 10 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

57 Black-legged Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla         4              

58 Ring-billed Gull Larus delawarensis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

59 California Gull Larus californicus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

60 Glaucous-winged Gull Larus glaucescens ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

61 Western Gull Larus occidentalis   2                     

62 Thayer's Gull Larus thayeri               3 2       

63 American Herring Gull Larus smithsonianus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

64 Common Tern Sterna hirundo 4       1               

65 Common Murre Uria aalge   7     ✓ ✓ ✓           

66 Pigeon Guillemot Cepphus columba   20       20     1       

67 Marbled Murrelet Brachyramphus marmoratus   8     40+         3     

68 Ancient Murrelet Synthliboramphus antiquus   1                     
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      September 

  Common name Scientific name 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

69 Rhinoceros Auklet Cerorhinca monocerata   3     50+ 20             

70 Rock Dove - I Columba livia ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ 

71 Band-tailed Pigeon Patagioenas fasciata                       ✓ 

72 Eurasian Collared Dove - I Streptopelia decaocto ✓         2 ✓       ✓ ✓ 

73 Common Nighthawk Chordeiles minor                       1 

74 Vaux's Swift Chaetura vauxi         L     20 10 ✓     

75 Anna's Hummingbird Calypte anna           1 1   1 1 1 2 

76 Belted Kingfisher Megaceryle alcyon   1 4 4 2 ✓ ✓ 2 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

77 Red-breasted Sapsucker Sphyrapicus ruber                     2   

78 Downy Woodpecker Dryobates pubescens                       1 

79 Hairy Woodpecker Leuconotopicus villosus                   1     

80 Northern Flicker Colaptes auratus         L         3 5 10 

81 Merlin Falco columbarius 1         1     1     2 

82 Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus 1                       

83 Pacific-slope Flycatcher Empidonax difficilis       1             1   

84 Warbling Vireo Vireo gilvus                     1   

85 Steller's Jay Cyanocitta stelleri                     3   

86 Northwestern Crow Corvus caurinus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

87 Northern Raven Corvus corax   ✓ ✓ ✓ 10 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

88 Cedar Waxwing Bombycilla cedrorum     12             2   6 

89 Black-capped Chickadee Poecile atricapillus                       30+ 

90 Chestnut-backed Chickadee Poecile rufescens       6       10 2   4   

91 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica                       25 

92 American Bushtit Psaltriparus minimus       2                 

93 Golden-crowned Kinglet Regulus satrapa     4 6       5     2 6 

94 Ruby-crowned Kinglet Regulus calendula       2                 

95 Marsh Wren Cistothorus palustris                     H   

96 Bewick's Wren Thryomanes bewickii                       1 

97 Pacific Wren Troglodytes pacificus     H         2 1 2     

98 Red-breasted Nuthatch Sitta canadensis       6                 

99 Brown Creeper Certhia americana       6               2 

100 Common Starling - I Sturnus vulgaris ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ 
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      September 

  Common name Scientific name 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

101 Hermit Thrush Catharus guttatus                     1 1 

102 American Robin Turdus migratorius 2   30 2           1 20 8 

103 American Dipper Cinclus mexicanus                     1   

104 House Sparrow - I Passer domesticus ✓                     ✓ 

105 House Finch Haemorhous mexicanus           2         2   

106 Orange-crowned Warbler Leiothlypis celata     2 1   1 2 5 4     3 

107 Common Yellowthroat Geothlypis trichas                     2   

108 American Yellow Warbler Setophaga aestiva     2 1   4         2   

109 Audubon's Warbler Setophaga auduboni           1   1 5       

110 Townsend's Warbler Setophaga townsendi       3         2       

111 Wilson's Warbler Cardellina pusilla           2         1 1 

112 Red-winged Blackbird Agelaius phoeniceus           1         30 ✓ 

113 Fox Sparrow Passerella iliaca                       2 

114 Song Sparrow Melospiza melodia         1 2 3   2 2 4 8 

115 White-throated Sparrow  Zonotrichia albicollis                       1 

116 White-crowned Sparrow Zonotrichia leucophrys                       6 

117 Golden-crowned Sparrow Zonotrichia atricapilla                       6 

118 Dark-eyed Junco Junco hyemalis                       5 

119 Savannah Sparrow Passerculus sandwichensis 3     3 3 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

120 Chipping Sparrow Spizella passerina                       2 

121 Spotted Towhee Pipilo maculatus                     4 15 

Other Taxa 

Canada Darner (Dragonfly) Aeshna canadensis Common Green Darner (Dragonfly) Anax juniius Banana Slug Ariolimax columbianus 

Coho Salmon Chum Salmon Lion’s Mane Jellyfish 

Red-eared Slider (Terrapin) Trachemys scripta elegans   

 


