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Tour participants: Nick Acheson (leader) with a group of Naturetrek clients  

   Xander Oldaker (skipper), Maddy Jones (deck-hand), Sherry Kirkvold (naturalist),  

Janelle Langford (cook) and Joshua St Pierre (cook in training) 

Day 1 Sunday 4th September 

For some today involved getting to Heathrow, taking a very long flight and getting to Vancouver. Many of you 

were, quite wisely, already in Vancouver. By Canadian night-time, which seemed a very long time after UK night-

time, we were all settled in Vancouver together. 

Day 2 Monday 5th September 

This morning saw us at the airport, catching our flight north to Terrace, from where we travelled to Kitimat by 

road and met the Island Roamer. Some of you later confessed to the same thought I had on first seeing her a 

couple of years ago, which was, ‘How on earth are we all going to fit on that?’ However, fit we did, with ease and 

remarkable comfort, thanks to her superb design and the skill, talent and good nature of our crew. We met them 

here for the first time too: Xander (skipper), Maddy (deck-hand and fixer of all things and all situations), Sherry 

(naturalist), Janelle (cook), Joshua (cook in training, though this title grossly understates his skill and the huge 

amount he contributed to our trip). All of them were kind, accommodating, skillful, enthusiastic and 

knowledgeable throughout and the success of our trip was thanks to them. Typically our arrival was met by the 

galley with steaming coffee and delicious fresh muffins. 

 

Just as we left the dock, before we had even begun our initial briefing, a Humpback Whale surfaced a little ahead 

of the Island Roamer. Our first whale, and for some of you your first-ever whale, was the start of a remarkable 

series of encounters with Humpbacks, during which we saw them do most tricks in the Humpback repertoire. 

 

In the afternoon we made our first zodiac landing, having been briefed on zodiac safety by Xander. Thanks to 

today’s very high tide we could explore Gilttoyees Inlet, which is usually inaccessible. We saw Harlequin Ducks, 

Common Mergansers and lovely dark brown Vancouver Canada Geese, in addition to the first of many Bald 

Eagles on our trip. We also met our first - of thousands - of Pink Salmon. On a short walk Sherry found the 

footprints of Grizzly Bears, including a cub, and of Wolves. By the time we left the Inlet, or intended to, the tide 

had dropped significantly and a fair amount of heroism was required from Maddy and Xander to get the zodiacs 

afloat and all of us safely back to the Island Roamer. 

 

Our anchorage this evening was in Gilttoyees Inlet. 

Day 3 Tuesday 6th September 

This morning’s mist in the inlet was hauntingly beautiful but, keeping pace with our action-packed itinerary, soon 

we were underway. Our journey was broken by a single bubble-netting Humpback which we watched in delight. 

As we turned to leave the whale breached, as if petulantly demanding we pay further attention. 

 

There were more Humpbacks along our route to Kitkiata, a favourite site of Sherry’s for its beautiful but little 

understood First Nations petroglyphs. These were photographed, as was a solitary Western Toad, and 
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everywhere, it seemed, there were Bald Eagles. Leaving the rocky shore and its mussels and barnacles, we 

reached the muddy estuary which was covered in waterfowl and wading birds. Just offshore were several rather 

too friendly Dungeness Crabs. Near us on the mud were pattering Mew Gulls and Canada Geese feeding on sea 

lettuce, while in the distance many Bonaparte’s Gulls were gathered, indicating that salmon were spawning. 

However for today they had to remain in the distance as we still had a long way to travel before reaching our 

mooring. 

 

Our way was punctuated by some of the finest Humpack-watching of the whole trip, especially in Verney Pass. 

We saw whales tail-lobbing, pectoral-slapping and even one lying on its back doing the double pectoral slap 

(looking as though it was having outrageous fun). As we reached our anchorage in Bishop Bay a whale breached. 

We then watched another whale furiously tail-lobbing for a long time, marvelling at the power and exuberance of 

this great animal, and at the noise its tail caused as it struck the water. 

 

After dinner many of the party enjoyed a soak in the Bishop Bay hot springs. 

Day 4 Wednesday 7th September 

Today it rained. Then it rained some more. Then it rained a lot more. Then, just for good measure, it rained. In 

the late afternoon it cleared. It’s a rainforest; we were expecting rain. But this was some serious rain. 

 

Today was our day for visiting the bear stands at Riordan Creek on Gribbell Island. So we walked (in the rain) to 

reach them, through a forest of Red Alder. Almost as soon as we reached the upper stand, a Black Bear appeared 

at the rapids upriver, though it was quickly lost from view. It reappeared, however, and spent the best part of an 

hour pottering in the stream, eating fish remains, climbing logs and wandering nonchalantly right past us, to 

everyone’s delight. Much later, having been invisible at length round a downstream bend, the same bear came 

back upstream, giving us more wonderful views. 

 

Other highlights during a relentlessly wet day, on which the river became such a torrent that no more bears 

emerged to fish, were a brief appearance by an American Marten, a very brief flash past by an American Dipper, 

lots of visits by handsome Steller’s Jays, and a Merlin which came to perch on the dead tree opposite the stand. 

Janelle’s cookies and exquisite peanut soup were also highlights. Our Gitga’at guide for the day was Garnet. We 

also met Marven who has a long relationship with the Spirit Bears of Gribbell Island and runs the bear stands. 

He agreed that at the end of the day we should put in extra time, after he and Garnet had left, since the rain had 

abated and the river was falling fast but, sadly, no Spirit Bear put in an appearance. Our search would continue 

elsewhere. 

 

As we sailed away from Gribbell Island, on our way to our anchorage in the beautiful Goat Harbour, we saw - 

surprise, surprise - more Humpback Whales. After dinner, indeed when most were heading to bed, Xander called 

us to the deck to witness what he quite rightly termed ‘extreme bioluminescence’ caused by the dinoflagellate 

plankton Noctiluca scintillans. 
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Day 5 Thursday 8th September 

This morning we hiked up an old logging road in Goat Harbour, to a dramatic waterfall with leaping salmon. 

Being in the woods allowed us to see some of its smaller inhabitants including Fox Sparrows, a Pacific Wren, a 

Townsend’s Warbler and an Alder Flycatcher. Returning from the trail we saw North American River Otters 

along the shore and followed them in our zodiacs to watch them (apparently a mother and three well-grown kits) 

playing at the bottom of a rocky cliff. 

 

As we continued sailing we hugged the shore of Gribbell Island, and scanned it closely in the hope of seeing a 

Spirit Bear. On Gribbell one in four (some say as many as one in three) Black Bears is white and over the years 

our crew has had many encounters with Spirit Bears along the shore here. We stopped by the island to watch a 

magnificent bubble-netting Humpback Whale. As we left it, Maddy casually said, ‘Is that a Black Bear?’ and there 

on the shore, chomping barnacles from the rocks was indeed a Black Bear. The bear kept looking up into the 

forest above, and once climbed up, as if, we imagined, it had left its cub there. While we watched, a family of 

three North American River Otters made an appearance too. 

 

Leaving Gribbell (but still not our very last chances of a Spirit Bear) we made our way into Squally Channel 

where, almost immediately, we were joined by a small group of Dall’s Porpoises which joined us to bow-ride. We 

were thrilled by their antics, and just as much so by a second group which joined us later. 

 

There were lots of Humpback Whales in the Channel and Sherry’s sharp eyes finally picked up the distant blows 

of our target here: Fin Whales. It took a while for us to have good views of these far less demonstrative whales 

but eventually we saw them close by. By the end of our journey we estimated we had seen 10 individuals, though 

typically we saw only blows, backs and dorsal fins. 

 

Before reaching our anchorage at Cameron Cove we stopped to watch a splendid haul-out of Steller (Northern) 

Sea Lions, roaring and clambering over one another. Among them were a few Black Turnstones and Black 

Oystercatchers. 

 

After dinner we went out in the zodiacs in Cameron Cove. Soon after a film crew left the estuary, as dusk fell, we 

spotted two Grey Wolves. One of them sat in the long grass but the other trotted through the salmon stream as 

the darkness fell. We were duly thrilled by our encounter with these wildest of wild beings. 

Day 6 Friday 9th September 

This morning, despite heavy rain, we took another zodiac trip into the estuary, but our Wolves were not to be 

found. Instead we saw a tiny Western Sandpiper on the shore, right by our zodiacs. 

 

Much of our sailing today was along the shore of Princess Royal Island (where one in ten Black Bears is 

estimated to be a Spirit Bear). So again, while not watching Humpback Whales or Dall’s Porpoises, or listening 

to Sherry’s fascinating and informative talk on Humpbacks (during which we left Xander in charge of spotting), 

we had our eyes peeled along the shore for Spirit Bears. We scanned and scanned and stopped at known sites 

such as Canoona Falls, but no Spirit Bear appeared. 
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In the afternoon, however, all thoughts of Spirit Bears were put from our minds by superb encounters with 

Grizzly Bears. As we cruised in our zodiacs up Khutze Inlet we spotted some distant bears in the mist. All the 

way upriver (in intermittent drizzle) we glimpsed bears weaving in and out of vegetation on the shore but never 

had a good view. As we reached the estuary, a mother and two yearling cubs emerged from a Pacific Crabapple 

copse and wandered along the edge of the creek, giving us excellent views, even coming to the water’s edge to 

feed on a salmon carcass. Cameras clicked and smiles were enormous as we watched the Great Bears after which 

the Rainforest is named. 

 

We spent the night in Khutze Inlet and were entertained after dinner by Sherry, Xander and Joshua playing 

traditional dances on, respectively, the mandolin, fiddle and guitar. 

Day 7 Saturday 10th September 

Early this morning we headed back into Khutze estuary and saw the same mother grizzly bear with two yearling 

cubs, plus a second mother with two adorable cubs born this year. A short walk in the wet grass of the estuary 

allowed us to see many signs of the presence of Grizzly Bears, including salmon skeletons, scat full of Pacific 

Crabapples and a wallow.  

 

Continuing our journey we again visited Canoona Falls (by now our chances of seeing a Spirit Bear were getting 

very slim) and stopped at several other streams on Princess Royal Island. In Heikish Narrows (bizarrely this is 

spelled Hiekish Narrows on the chart on the Island Roamer) our Humpback-watching rose to a new level as we 

met a group of three whales which were group bubble-netting, though one of them quickly left the party. We 

passed farms of Atlantic Salmon which are co-owned by the Kitasoo Xai’xais people and stopped to look at the 

pictographs on rocks in Sheep Passage. Sherry also gave us a second talk, again illustrated from her archive of 

stunning photographs, this time on the bears of coastal British Columbia. 

 

Bears were the order of the afternoon too. Boy, were they ever. We reached our anchorage in Mussel Estuary 

and by zodiac went to the designated spot for humans to watch from. The estuary was alive with five species of 

gull (American Herring, Glaucous-winged, California, Mew and Bonaparte’s), Harbour Seals and Bald Eagles, all 

feasting on the countless salmon in the water and their eggs. At least nine Grizzly Bears made their appearance in 

the river in front of us and the marsh behind us, including one which swam right past us in the rapids and 

another which walked along the riverbank towards us, stoically ignoring our presence, until it decided it was 

outnumbered and, in Sherry’s words, ‘decided it had business elsewhere.’ 

 

Rainbows lit up the mist and drizzle, and high, high above us on the rock-face were two Mountain Goats; so 

high in fact that we had a terrible time persuading you that this is what they were. (Luckily for our case, they had 

gone by the following morning.) 

 

In a sudden burst of calling, hundreds of Bonaparte’s Gulls began to pour out of the river to their night-time 

roost in the inlet. So we too gathered our flock and headed back to the Island Roamer for yet another wonderful 

meal from our friends in the galley. 

 

In the evening Sherry entertained us with the salmon lottery and with her ingenious trick for hearing like whales. 
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Day 8 Sunday 11th September 

Where else would we head this morning but back to Mussel Estuary where we had seen so astonishingly much 

the evening before? This morning there were bears all around us. As we went into the estuary by zodiac a mother 

and two cubs of this year were on the left bank of the river but were shy, so we walked the short distance to the 

watchpoint. Our total of bears seen here today was at least eight, and may have been 10. We were never not 

watching Grizzly Bears, accompanied by thousands of gulls of six species. (This morning we added Thayer’s to 

the list though, as you were watching bears at the time, you were understandably unimpressed.)  

 

Leaving Mussel we met John, the watchman, who joined us for breakfast before heading back to his station. As 

we had come to expect by now, our onward journey was full of excitement. In Oatswish Bay Xander nosed the 

Island Roamer into Lizette Falls, giving those who had opted to try it a powerful shower. Once through 

Mathiesson Narrows we stopped to fish. Maddy almost caught a Ling Cod but it gave her the slip at the surface 

and lived to tell the tale. Naturally we kept stopping at salmon creeks in the hope, now very slight, of finding a 

Spirit Bear. 

 

Our next excursion was in James Bay which some explored by kayak and others by zodiac. We all took a walk 

into the rainforest, led by Sherry who had everyone tasting blueberries, huckleberries and salal berries. There 

were lots of signs of bears here and an almost unbelievable number of Bald Eagles in the trees and circling above 

us. As we raced the tide to get out of the bay (recalling our adventure in Gilttoyees Inlet on the very first day) we 

passed many Harbour Seals hauled out on old log booms, left behind by the logging industry. 

 

A peek into the aptly named Salmon Bay revealed many salmon but no bears. Salmon seemed to be jumping 

everywhere as we approached our anchorage at Blair Inlet. The sunset here was spectacular and a zodiac cruise 

was taken, but no Sea Otters were to be seen. 

Day 9 Monday 12th September 

This morning, however, Sea Otters were the order of the day. Most of us were onboard zodiacs but one hardy 

soul was in a kayak. The first Sea Otter we saw was first identified as a Sea Otter, then as a piece of driftwood, 

then finally, and correctly, as a Sea Otter, when it swung round and peered at us twitching its big black nose. A 

couple more Sea Otters were seen here, in addition to a female with a kit lying across her belly as we rejoined the 

Island Roamer for the last time and sailed towards Bella Bella. 

 

Our final meeting, during which everyone shared memories of a wonderful week on board and on shore, was 

accompanied by the blowing of a mother Humpback Whale and her calf. A perfect end to an incomparable 

adventure in the Great Bear Rainforest. 

 

At the dock in Bella Bella we left the Island Roamer and said our good-byes to the crew and our heartfelt thanks 

to them for having been such gracious, attentive and generous hosts. 

 

From here a short trip to Bella Bella airport and a short flight (via the bizarre security check at Campbell River 

airport) to Vancouver from where some of us travelled home and others continued their exploration of beautiful 

Canada. 
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Day 10 Tuesday 13th September 

For those returning, arrival in the UK. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

Species Lists 

Mammals 

Black Bear Ursus americanus kermodei: we saw two Black Bears, one at the Riordan bear stands and one on 

the shore of Gribbell Island. Though, alas for our purposes, both were black in colour, they were of the same 

subspecies as the Spirit Bear and it is likely that one of them was a Spirit Bear in disguise (carrying the recessive 

gene for being white). 

 

Grizzly Bear Ursus arctos horribilis: There were lots of Grizzly Bears at Khutze Inlet and Mussel Estuary, 

allowing us excellent views of these dramatically beautiful animals going about their business. 

 

American Marten Martes americana: One put in a very brief appearance at the bear stand on Riordan Creek. 

 

Sea Otter Enhydra lutris: We saw these adorable creatures (not so adorable if you’re a sea urchin, I suppose) 

on the last morning of the trip, around our anchorage at Blair Inlet. They have recently recolonised this area. 

 

American River Otter Lontra canadensis: Two families of River Otters entertained us. The first was in Goat 

Harbour and the second along the shoreline of Gribbell Island. 

 

Grey Wolf Canis lupus: We were thrilled to see two pale Wolves in the dusk in Cameron Cove, one of them 

trotting across the salmon creek quite close to us while the other watched from the safety of a grassy bank. 

 

Steller (Northern) Sea Lion Eumetopias jubatus: Here and there we saw a Sea Lion playing but we best 

appreciated the noise and power of these wonderful animals at their haul-out on rocks close to Cameron Cove. 

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Pacific Harbour Seal Phoca vitulina richardsi: These lovely animals were seen almost every day, including a 

couple of haul-outs, one on natural rocks and one on a log-boom in James Bay. Elsewhere we frequently saw 

them in the mouths of salmon creeks. 

 

Dall’s Porpoise Phocoenoides dalli: On several occasions groups of these energetic, beautiful cetaceans joined 

us to bow-ride, much to our delight. Most of the animals we saw were in Squally Channel. 

 

Fin Whale Balaenoptera physalus: Also in the Squally Channel we encountered around 10 Fin Whales. 

Though many of you were initially sceptical, by now you had seen numerous Humpback Whales and were able 

to see the distinctive tall blows, long silvery backs and swept-back dorsal fins of these much less showy whales. 

 

Humpback Whale Megaptera novaeangliae: Perhaps the defining mammal of the trip and certainly the only 

one we saw, without fail, every day. We saw Humpbacks from the moment we got onto the Island Roamer right 

up until our approach to Bella Bella; and we witnessed these magnificent, charismatic animals indulging in a huge 

range of behaviours including solo bubble-netting, cooperative bubble-netting, breaching, tail-lobbing, flipper-

slapping and double-flipper-slapping. One even apparently had a crush on a mat of floating kelp which it 

repeatedly wrapped around its rostrum on surfacing. Simply wonderful. 

Birds 

Red-throated Diver (Loon) Gavia stellata: Just one seen in flight, told by its drooped head and upward-tipped 

bill. 

 

Pacific Diver (Loon) Gavia pacifica: Seen only occasionally, including one adult in breeding plumage. 

 

Great Northern Diver (Common Loon) Gavia immer: The only diver we saw at all well was a juvenile Great 

Northern which allowed us to sail close by it. We did occasionally see adult Great Northern Divers in breeding 

plumage along our route, but never so close. 

 

Red-necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena: Largely still in lovely breeding plumage, these were by far the 

commonest grebes we saw. 

 

Western Grebe Aechmophorus occidentalis: A group of three of these elegant birds allowed a very close 

approach, allowing us to see the differences from the more common Red-necked Grebe. 

 

Fork-tailed Storm-Petrel Oceanodroma furcata: On the last morning Xander spotted one of these lovely 

little birds and brought the boat about in order for us to see it sitting on the water. 

 

Pelagic Cormorant Phalacrocorax pelagicus: We saw these slender little cormorants on a few occasions, 

though only ever in ones and twos. 

 

Great Blue Heron Ardea herodias: A few were seen, notably two together in the estuary at Gilttoyees Inlet. 
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Vancouver Canada Goose Branta canadensis fulva: These lovely dark brown Canada Geese were present in 

or over all of the estuaries we visited. You all noted the difference between them and the feral birds of the 

Atlantic subspecies which we see in the UK. 

 

American Wigeon Anas americana: We saw a couple of flocks of American Wigeon, the first taking flight 

from the Khutze Estuary. 

 

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos: Yes, the very same Mallard we have in the UK. Probably no one’s highlight from 

the trip but we saw one or two fly by. 

 

American Green-winged Teal Anas (crecca) carolinensis: As for the Mallard we saw a few of these dainty 

little ducks in flight. 

 

Harlequin Duck Histrionicus histrionicus: And the Academy Award for Best Scientific Name goes to… We 

saw delightful posses of Harlequin Ducks twice, once in Gilttoyees Inlet and once as we left Mussel Estuary. 

 

Surf Scoter Melanitta perspicillata: Every one of these handsome ducks we saw was a male. They were most 

common around the Klemtu salmon farms but we saw them elsewhere in small numbers. 

 

Hooded Merganser Lophodytes cucullatus: Just a couple of these pretty little ducks were seen in flight. 

 

Common Merganser Mergus merganser: This spiky-billed, fish-eating duck was present along most rivers, 

with a family of cute unfledged chicks pattering away from us as we went up Gilttoyees Inlet. 

 

Bald Eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus: On the first day when I nonchalantly pointed out distant birds one or 

two of you expressed concern at not having seen them. Soon you understood my nonchalance. Everywhere 

there are salmon, gulls and bears there are Bald Eagles. As frequently seen and heard as they are here, they are 

truly stunning birds. 

 

Merlin Falco columbarius: A lovely little Merlin dropped in to preen at the top of the broken dead tree 

opposite the bear stand along Riordan Creek. 

 

Black Oystercatcher Haematopus bachmani: A pair of these handsome birds was on the bigger rock where 

the Steller’s Sea Lions were hauled out. 

 

Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularia: A couple of these pretty little waders were seen flitting over creeks. 

 

Black Turnstone Arenaria melanocephala: Dumpy. Decidedly dumpy. And I don’t care who agrees with me. 

There were lots of these pretty birds with the Steller’s Sea Lions and lots more at the dock in Bella Bella. 

 

Western Sandpiper Calidris mauri: In the evening in Cameron Cove we saw two Wolves. The following 

morning we saw a very pretty little Western Sandpiper in the rain. Life’s funny like that. 
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Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus: Here and there we saw small groups of these delightfully delicate 

swimming waders. 

 

Bonaparte’s Gull Chroicocephalus philadelphia: If one bird defined our trip it was Bonaparte’s Gull. They 

seethed over the salmon creeks, bobbing into the water for spawn, ignoring the Grizzly Bears crashing past 

them. They surged in great waves from the creeks in the evening to roost on the waters of the inlets. They 

squeaked in the most endearing way as they fed and their slender, buoyant frames enchanted us. 

 

Mew Gull Larus canus: This was also a very common species, notably at Glittoyees. At the Grizzly Bear 

estuaries it was generally greatly outnumbered by beefier gulls such as Glaucous-winged and American Herring. 

 

California Gull Larus californicus: A bigger, more streamlined version of the Mew Gull, with putty-grey legs, 

the California Gull was scarce, though many were present at Mussel. 

 

Thayer’s Gull Larus thayeri: I searched through thousands of gulls to find you a Thayer’s. In my crowning 

moment, the fulfilment of my twenty-year career in wildlife, we were surrounded by Grizzly Bears and no one 

seemed particularly impressed by my gull’s eye colour and head shape. 

 

American Herring Gull Larus smithsonianus: This was seen throughout the trip and was the commonest 

large gull at the Grizzly Bear estuaries. 

 

Glaucous-winged Gull Larus glaucescens: This hulk of a gull was also seen frequently, notably at the Grizzly 

Bear estuaries, Khutze and Mussel. 

 

Guillemot (Common Murre) Uria aalge: We saw a couple of Murres (as they are known on this side of the 

Atlantic) very close to the boat in Squally Channel. 

 

Marbled Murrelet Brachyramphus marmoratus: Though hard to see well, we saw these threatened, 

diminutive auks on most days, and in both brown breeding plumage and black-and-white winter plumage. Very 

cute and a real symbol of the importance of old growth in the Great Bear Rainforest. 

 

Cassin’s Auklet Ptychoramphus aleuticus: Whenever I do this tour I see Cassin’s Auklets in the same places 

as Fin Whales. Thus it was on our tour. While the Fin and Humpback Whales were putting on a fine show in 

Squally Channel we also saw one or two of these dusky little auks. 

 

Belted Kingfisher Ceryle alcyon: These lovely birds were seen every day. I was very impressed that by the end 

of the trip several of you were pointing out their impending arrival by call. 

 

Steller’s Jay Cyanocitta stelleri: This must surely be the official bird of salmon creeks, always to be seen where 

there are bears. It is a gorgeous creature when closely observed and we saw it numerous times. Aptly, Sherry 

informs me, Steller’s Jay has been chosen as the provincial bird for British Columbia. 
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Northwestern Crow Corvus caurinus: Here and there we saw ones and twos of these slender crows. 

 

Northern Raven Corvus corax: If Steller’s Jay is the official bird of salmon creeks, Raven croaking is the 

official soundtrack. These wonderful birds have a huge range of vocalisations and seem to know that they sound 

funny and enjoy it. We saw them in just about every estuary we visited. 

 

Pacific Wren Troglodytes pacificus: Though we heard these elusive birds several times, we only saw one 

once, on our walk in Goat Harbour. 

 

American Dipper Cinclus mexicanus: One whizzed past the bear stand on Riordan Creek. 

 

Townsend’s Warbler Dendoica townsendi: Also on our walk in Goat Harbour we saw one of these delightful 

warblers. 

 

Fox Sparrow Passerella iliaca: Several of these handsome sparrows were seen along our walk at Goat 

Harbour. They were also present at the dock in Bella Bella. 

 

Red Crossbill Loxia curvirostra: Everywhere there were conifers (which in the Great Bear Rainforest is 

everywhere) there were Red Crossbills giving their bright calls. Well known as an irruptive species, clearly they 

had irrupted. 

 

Pine Siskin Carduelis pinus: The flock of Red Crossbills by the shore at the end of the logging trail at Goat 

Harbour (just where we saw the first River Otters) also held a group of Pine Siskins, giving their sad, breathy 

little calls. 

 

Alder Flycatcher Empidonax alnorum: One was seen along the logging road at Goat Harbour. 

Amphibians 

Western Toad Anaxyrus boreas: The toad seen among the petroglyphs at Kitkiata was this species. 


