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Tour participants: Matt Collis (leader) with 10 Naturetrek clients 

Island Romer Crew: Luke, Ethan, Janelle & Mo 

Day 1 Tuesday 11th September 

Three guests travelled with leader Matt on a British Airways flight from Heathrow, Terminal 3 to Vancouver via 

the double-decker Airbus A380. After a relatively smooth flight of just over nine hours we arrived seemingly 

only a few hours after takeoff, thanks to the large time differences, and in the fading sunlight. Once our luggage 

was collected and immigration passed, we made our way to the shuttle bus and on to the nearby Pacific Gateway 

Hotel for the night. Here we met up with the other seven members of our group who had already made the 

journey in advance of today and after a few hellos’ and early morning travel plans shared, it was time for bed.  

Day 2 Wednesday 12th September 

With our bellies full from the early morning buffet, the group gathered in the lobby just before 7am and took a 

taxi to the southern terminal for our 8am flight. After boarding the plane, some lingering fog kept us grounded, 

delaying us an hour. Once this had cleared, we set off on our way to Port Hardy and then on to Bella Bella. 

Blanket cloud cover meant the views were limited but as we reached Bella Bella the cloud opened up to reveal 

stunning tree-clad mountains and a rugged western pacific coastline.  

 

Whilst waiting for our luggage, we managed to spot our first selection of birds including two very affectionate 

Northern Raven lingering around the car park and a Steller’s Jay flitting in the tree tops. Two Osprey made a 

brief appearance, circling high before drifting off south. We boarded the ‘airport shuttle’ which took us down to 

the dock where we met up with first mate Ethan. We took our first zodiac ride over the main boat, The Island 

Romer where a warm welcome was given by Captain Luke and the rest of the crew, Mo (Naturalist) and 

Geraldine (Cook), before people settled into their cabins and snacked on the wonderful lemon cake. 

 

We sat on the main deck for the initial briefing and scouted for any animals around the harbour; a Great Blue 

Heron, our first Bald Eagle, a handful of American Herring Gull and a single Harbour Seal. With the sun beating 

down from beautiful clear skies, we headed off into Seaforth Channel and the trip really began. It wasn’t long 

until the birds started appearing with several species spotted sitting on the water including a couple of Surf 

Scoter, several Bonaparte’s and Glaucous-winged Gulls, and two Fork-tailed Storm Petrel skimming over the 

small waves. Some small rocky outcrops also yielded good first sightings of Pelagic Cormorant and Double-

crested Cormorant in amongst the gulls.   

 

A few small deviations into some of the many small bays were rewarded with some excellent views of birds. A 

group of six Pacific Loon and three Marbled Murrelet. However, the best sighting of the voyage was our first Sea 

Otter; a handsome chap floating on its back just 30-40m off from the boat. He seemed very content with our 

presence before deciding his stomach took priority and he moved off to hunt.  

 

We continued on through Matherson Channel until just after 6.30pm when we arrived at our first overnight stop, 

Salmon Bay, where we boarded the zodiacs for our first short walk. We walked up the incredibly shallow and 

narrow channel where salmon were clearly present with several jumping clear of the water. Once landed we 

could see a small selection of birds resting on the stone shore including a small group of Black Turnstone and a 
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mixed flock of American Wigeon and Green-winged Teal. Several Bald Eagles scoured the skies low above us 

and a Belted Kingfisher came whizzing in, calling as it flew, before settling on top of a dead tree in the bay.  

 

We walked up the channel a couple hundred metres to the first shallow pool of water. Luke told us how this year 

had been incredibly dry with the first major rain only coming in the last few weeks or so. For this reason many of 

the streams were incredibly shallow, some barely flowing at all, which has appeared to delay and hinder the 

salmon run. It was clear this was true here but even in those conditions we could still see several hundred Pink 

Salmon (the smallest salmon of the five resident species) lingering in the pool. Once we had our eye in we could 

really see them on mass and could even pick out the odd Chum Salmon, almost twice the size in comparison. 

 

With the sun setting and our evening meal ready, we headed back to the main boat to eat and settle in for the 

night. A brilliant first day which left everyone very happy as they made off to bed shortly after.   

Day 3 Thursday 13th September 

Having set up camp a little short of our planned destination, the boat was off and moving before most people, 

heading north up Matherson Channel and towards Kynoch Inlet. A three hour cruise was broken up with a stop 

at several beautiful waterfalls and several first First Nation rock drawings painted. While some required a little 

imagination, others were very clear including a drawing of some people in a canoe and a large bird sharing 

features similar to a Bald Eagle. With many of the elders now passed, some of the meanings of these drawings 

have been lost to time but their beauty remains.  

 

A beautiful sunny day meant good opportunities to sit out front and spot the wildlife. Several birds were seen 

during our cruise including a sitting Fork-tailed Storm Petrel, our first (but distant) Western Grebe, many 

Marbled Murrelet and a flock of around 70 Surf Scoter. A couple of mammals were also seen including two pairs 

of Harbour Seal perched on the shore and a couple of white dots on the mountain side which turned out to be 

Mountain Goat; not commonly seen and a first for the season for many of the crew despite it being mid-

September. However, it was the sighting a Humpback Whale that got everyone very excited, following it for 

about 15 minutes before it appeared to drift off out of sight.   

 

Blueberry muffins and a cup of tea later, we arrived at Kynoch Inlet for a pre-dinner excursion to shore to 

explore this larger salmon river. From the zodiacs we explored the shore, examining the remnants of a First 

Nation fish trap; a series of stones placed in a large loop adjacent to the river mouth. Although many of the 

stone were now missing, the shape was very distinguishable and a step back in time to how salmon fishing used 

to be undertaken by local communities. Bald Eagle were very common here too with many adults and juveniles 

flying around including one small section of trees which had up to 15 perched in it. 

 

We continued to look around in the zodiac spotting a few waders feeding on the shore; three Greater Yellowlegs 

and two Pectoral Sandpipers. In the water we could see several large salmon moving up river and also a number 

of large flatfish later identified as C-O Sole and Starry Flounder. Once off the boat we took a short walk up into 

the low forest and through some rather dense, spiky vegetation to a small clearing by a fast-flowing section of 

the river called Kainet Creek. No bears were visible but a large gathering of gulls and hundreds of salmon were 

clearly visible with Chum Salmon much more abundant than previous. Strolling back to the zodiacs we spotted a 

few more birds including some Pacific Wren, Savannah Sparrow and a couple of Yellow-rumped Warbler. 
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Back on the main boat we took a leisurely lunch whilst we pushed on north towards our evening destination of 

Mussel Inlet. As soon as we arrived we all jumped straight onto the zodiacs and off towards the inlet in the hope 

of some bears. Our luck was in, and a couple of hundred metres up the inlet was a Grizzly Bear feeding on a 

selection of dead salmon washed up on the shingle bed. It didn’t stay for long and became difficult to see from 

the shore and after about half an hour we decided to call it a day, heading back to the main boat for a beautiful 

salmon dinner of our own. 

 

The day ended with a quick checklist session and a look ahead on the charts ready for tomorrow’s voyage. Whilst 

most went to bed, a handful of people decided to spend 20 minutes star gazing on a cloudless night where we 

got views of the Milkway and constellations you’d be hard pushed to see clearer anywhere else. 

Day 4 Friday 14th September 

Today everyone rose early for a pre-breakfast zodiac back into Mussel Inlet in the hope of more view of bears. 

We weren’t disappointed as a single Gizzly Bear, believed to be yesterdays bear, was fishing much closer to the 

viewing point, a mere 50m from us. Over the next 40 minutes it entertained us as it scoured the shore for 

washed up salmon, even venturing into the water to pick up a few prized individuals from the river floor, before 

it walked around the corner and was lost from view. We waited around a short time, spotting some birds while 

we waited; Great Blue Heron, Raven, Bald Eagle and a pair of Red-shouldered Blackbird the highlight.  

 

Back on the boat we were joined by the two ladies from the First Nations ‘Watchmens’ programme who, over a 

late breakfast, told us all about their work and how they manage the increase in commercial fishing and tourism 

whilst protecting the ecosystems and local wildlife. We were given a fascinating insight into the local 

environmental management plan and wider culture of the First Nation people of Clemto.  

 

We set sail soon after second breakfast but only got as far as Lizett Falls when we stopped to observe a 

Humpback Whale. One soon turned into three which then turned to six! Appearing to form two loose groups of 

three and potentially two mothers with calves, we stopped for a while to observe as they swan and dived around 

us before one gave particularly incredible views swimming underneath the boat.  

 

Sailing on north, our next stop came in Sheep Passage as we approached our first salmon farm; inactive at the 

time. As we approached the farm a large circle of bubbles was noted, a sure sign that we were about to witness 

Humpback whale bubble netting. Everyone assembled on deck just in time to see the net complete and a 

Humpback whale burst through the centre. The whale, unusually fishing this method solo, bubble netted a 

further four times to the delight of the group. An incredible spectacle many had dreamed of seeing.  

 

We pushed on north up to Heikish Narrows were we spotted our second cetacean of the trip, a small pod of 

Dall’s Porpoise bursting through the water, small white marked fins breaching the waves. They were clearly on 

the move and didn’t stay long, travelling in the opposite direction to us. Fortunately a short while later we came 

across a second larger group of over ten individuals who seemed to be ‘playing’ swimming in all directions in one 

spot. Keeping speed we diverted to sail closer in the hope of attracting some to us. We had some success with 

one porpoise briefly swimming in the bow wave.  
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For the last section of the days sailing we travelled up Princess Royal Channel and then off into Khutze Inlet. At 

the end of this inlet was Canoona Creek and the site of our overnight stay. Before dinner we set out in the 

zodiacs for a high tide bear watch. This is one of the largest inlets in the area and on a high tide you can travel 

several kilometres up river, however, we only need travel a relatively short way up when a Grizzly Bear was 

spotted clambering and swimming on the left side bank. It stayed for over 40 minutes, allowing us incredible 

views, at times down to just 15 metres from our zodiacs, as it searched the river bank for washed up salmon. If a 

close view of a Grizzly Bear wasn’t enough, a normally very flighty Bald Eagle also decided to give us crippling 

views of just 10m away as it finished the last of its salmon dinner. 

 

With wide smiles all round, we retired to the boat for the last part of the evening and some delicious food; pork 

cutlets, wild rice and asparagus. The night ended with our checklist; what a day we’d had! Everyone went to bed 

exhausted but exhilarated by what we’d been so fortunate to see. One of those rare magical days where 

everything seemed to happen right in front of our eyes.  

Day 5 Saturday 15th September 

After several early starts, we decided to have a more relaxed morning with the option of a pre-breakfast zodiac 

going out at 7.30am. Everyone joined in as we revisited Canoona Creek in the hope of more bears. With the 

morning light still breaking, we scanned the water picking out a few small rafts of Common Merganser, several 

Harbour Seals and the usual selection of gulls. Bald eagles also seemed particularly abundant. Due to the tide we 

were unable to travel so far up the creek as the day previous but visibility remained good; no bears fishing today.  

 

We decided to head slightly further downstream and disembark on the river bank to take a short walk. From 

here we explored the meadow adjacent to the creek and came across an old wolf footprint in the mud, our first 

evidence of Canada’s apex predator. We continued through the sedge up to a small viewing point at the edge of 

an impassable ditch where we stopped to scan the meadow in front of us. Our luck was in as a Grizzly Bear, 

around 100m or so away, popped up its head and began to walk towards some Crab Apples for a bite to eat 

before chilling underneath a tree away from view.  

 

We returned to the boat for breakfast before we took a second trip out, this time a small group in kayaks and the 

others in a zodiac. We explored one of the banks where a small number of people had spotted a black bear 

foraging on the rocky shore earlier in the day. The bear wasn’t seen again but it was wonderful to get so close to 

the surrounding waterfalls and learn a little more about the mix of trees around us; Red Cedar, Hemlock, Giant 

Fur and Sitka Spruce. As we made our way back we noted the large number of Vaux’s Swifts which filled the 

skies around us, occasionally swooping down to get a crop full of water.  

 

With the time now close to 2pm, we pulled up anchor and headed off back into Princess Royal Channel and up 

towards our next overnight spot at Hawk Bay. On route we stopped by the Mouth of Klekane, a spot where 

Humpback Whales have seemed to congregate over the last few years. Today was no different and we were 

treated to a spectacular display of activity with no less than ten whales within our immediate surroundings. Many 

of the whales seemed to be interacting with one another, forming small groups before dropping down into the 

deep to hunt. We stayed for almost an hour, mesmerised by the continuous sound of blows from all directions. 

Just before we left we were gifted the sighting of a life time; one large whale, seemingly curious by our presence, 
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came right up to the boat, surfaced, giving an almighty air blow, before turning away and giving us a beautiful tail 

fluke as it went. Simply awesome. 

 

We continued on West up Malcom Passage to McKay Reach and then on towards the famous Gribble Island 

(home of the Kemode or Spirit Bear). We sailed close its Western then Southern shore on the off chance we’d 

see a bear feeding on the numerous Crab Apple but no luck today. Finally we crossed Wright Sound, spotting 

several more Humpback Whales and a small pop of distant Dalls Porpoise, before circling into Hawk Bay. By 

this point the night was already drawing in and after a very long day, we feasted on a delicious Halibut supper 

before doing a quick tick list and then retiring for the night.   

Day 6 Sunday 16th September 

After such a long day yesterday, it was a second slower start with an optional pre-breakfast kayak around some of 

the shoreline in Hawk Bay. A small band of people took the water for a peaceful paddle, going off in all 

directions, as people explored on their own mini expeditions. We reassembled back at the boat just after 8am for 

breakfast before everyone took to the zodiacs to visit some of the best spots identified by the kayaks.  

 

An abandoned fishing raft provided a wonderful opportunity to see some beautiful marine life including 

Anemones, Tube Worms and a bizarre looking Hooded Nudibranch. We continued around the shoreline 

spotting not one but two separate American Mink hunting on the rocks and coming across the odd birds 

including Stellars Jay, Ruby-crowned Kinglet and Song Sparrow. We also collected some specimens from the 

trees to help people identify some of the more common native species including Spruce, Hemlock, Blueberries, 

Huckleberries and the wonderfully named Salal.  

 

Returning to the boat we decided to drift out into Squally Channel for a bit of a sail. After a semi-breezy start, 

the winds went light, allowing for a gentle mid-morning sail. Not many whales were seen, just the odd distant 

Humpback, and after lunch we headed south to the southern tip of Finn Island called Keld Point where we 

visited the lovely whale-researcher Jane and her brand new research station build on the rocky shore.  

 

As we prepared to anchor, we spotted a number of exciting birds including a small group of Harlequin Duck and 

a Pigeon Guillemot which soon disappeared when a Harbour Seal popped up nearby. Jane and her friend Jen 

gave us a very warm welcome as we arrived on shore before taking us onto the newly built decking for a chat and 

some whale watching. Pretty much as soon as we arrived, a Humpback Whale passed close to shore and Jane 

explained how this was why she’d decided this was the perfect place to spot and view the whales which seemed 

to favour cutting close to this point. She continued to give us lots of information about the whales including 

about their current research using hydrophones and playing back some of the incredible songs/calls they make. 

If weren’t already enchanted by whales, we certainly were now.  

 

An hour came and went all too quick, and it was time to return to the boat. We continued south through Squally 

Channel, noticing the gradual change in both scenery and wildlife as we neared the outer coast. New birds 

appeared including a large flock of Surfbird, Black Turnstone, Black-legged Kittiwake and hundreds of Common 

Murre. We continued south before circling round up to Ashdown Island where you could hear the aggressive 

grunts of Stellars Sealion before you could see them! 
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Sat on the rocky outcrops were hundreds of Sealions, jostling for position, twisting and turning playfully in the 

water. One male really stood out from the rest; broad chested and authorative, surrounded by countless females 

almost pandering to its mere presence. We watched in perfect evening light for 30 minutes or so before time 

meant we needed to move up to Cameron Cove – our rest spot for the evening where we hoped to see wolves 

on the shore.  

 

Two Humpbacks marked the end of our day as we passed into the cove to join two other ships already 

anchored; one a grand multi-tier vessel we couldn’t help but admire. A dinner of king prawns filled our bellies 

and then we completed the daily checklist. A small group braved the cold night for a quick howl in the hope of a 

response but no such joy. It was clearly time for bed. 

Day 7 Monday 17th September 

We lifted anchor and headed West out towards the outer most islands of the Great Bear Rainforest, passing 

Ashdown Island with the Stellars Sea Lions, and on to the southern end of Campania. The scenery was vastly 

different to what we’d experienced on the rest of our trip; large, open coastal water with almost tropical island 

beaches and shallow lagoons. We anchored in the Mouth of Mickmicking, boarded the zodiacs and heading off 

for a walk along the glorious beaches.  

 

A few new birds greeted up as we unloaded from the boat including Semipalmated Sandpiper and Black-bellied 

Plover. We walked along up to the ridge, where sand became soil, with a forested landscape beyond. Here the 

group split, some opting to stay and explore the beach whilst the others climbed a fairly difficult upwards track 

into Stone Pine forest. Those who remained on the beach collected a nice array of shells including mussels, 

clams, topshells and the giant Moon Snail. The forest walkers explored a mossy bog area finding some new 

plants including Sweet Gale and Sitka Burnet. Returning to the beach we had one more surprise bird; a Baird’s 

Sandpiper appeared in some wet pools right on the ridge before flying off towards the beach giving us great 

views and a few calls as it went.  

 

We boarded the zodiacs and returned to the boat for a wonderful beach view lunch under another warm sunny 

sky before setting off back up towards Gribble Island via Otter Channel and Squally Channel. Humpback 

Whales were incredibly numerous here so we spent the later afternoon drifting through Squally Channel taking a 

look. Our pulses began to race as a distant Humpback began to breach, a total of 6 or 7 times. Enviously it was 

right next to another boat. Tempted by the opportunity to witness this behaviour closer, we sailed out towards 

the north of Finn Island where the whale was spotted, only to find several whales fin and tail slapping behind us 

with one attempting a small breach. However, we were soon given our own display when several whales began to 

appear much closer to us with a couple of boat side passes.  

 

Time escaped us and we were forced to push on, moving to our overnight spot at Curlew Bay on the East side 

of Finn Island. Arriving in the dusk light it was difficult to see much around us but a lone Red-necked Grebe was 

the stand out bird sheltering in the bay. We enjoyed a late dinner of Lamb and roasted vegetables before 

completing our checklists and heading off to bed in anticipation of tomorrow big bear day! 
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Day 8 Tuesday 18th September 

You could sense the excitement in the air as we made our way from Curlew Bay north towards to the Southwest 

corner of Gribble Island and Quar Creek; the destination of our Spirit Bear day. Joined by a second group from 

the Columbia III and Git’Gaat First Nation guides, we landed on the rocky shoreline at the base of the creek and 

took the short but tricky hike through the forest up to our viewing area. The forest really was magical giving us a 

real appreciation of why the largest remaining area of temperate rainforest is quite unlike anything you can 

witness anywhere else in the world.  

 

Our view point was a wonderfully open area right next to the creek edge with the only sounds the shallow 

flowing water and the odd splash from the shoals of Pink Salmon moving from pool to pool. After a short 

briefing from our guides about how to behave in the presence of the bear, we spread out along the bank to sit, 

wait, and watch.  

 

For the majority of the morning, it was peaceful tranquillity only occasionally disturbed by the appearance of a 

couple of Stellar’s Jay, the odd Pacific Wren and a delightful American Dipper foraging for Salmon eggs. A 

couple of hours in and news from the first group stationed up river from us - the first spirit bear had appeared. 

We agonisingly waited for more news and the appearance of our own bear. We didn’t have to wait too long as 30 

minutes later, appearing from upstream around the root base of a large fallen tree, came the moment so many of 

us had dreamed of all trip; our first Spirit Bear. Her name Ma’ah (‘Grandmother’ in native tongue), a 18 year old 

female, gracefully ambled down towards us stopping only briefly to gaze into each of the pools in search of fish. 

She came really close at times, maybe within 5 meters as she headed off downstream, before catching a fish and 

walking off into the neighbouring forest to process her meal. 

 

Just as she disappeared, our first black Black Bear appeared at the bottom of the stream. Appearing much larger, 

it confidently strode up towards the viewing area before cutting through the forest out of view. It was a short 

while later when Ma’ah reappeared, re-entering the water from where she’d left but this time heading back 

upstream. She hugged the near bank, picking up a dying fish as she went and breaking its spine with a bone 

chilling crunch. Excitement built as she walked up and, with the guide by our sides advising our every move, she 

proceeded to walk past at figurative touching distance. Adrenaline pumping, the group was both captivated as 

she calmly walked by. Simultaneously we all felt ecstatic and slightly uncomfortable at how close this powerful 

animal had just come. It was an experience you only ever think you’d dream about. 

 

She drifted off back upstream leaving the group ready for the delivery of our freshly made soup and sandwich 

lunch, accompanied by the return of the black bear, but this time slightly upstream and closer views. The bear 

lingered for quite a while, apparently struggling to work out how to catch a fish, before giving up and walking 

back into the forest. A few additional sightings of a couple of North American Otter, American Marten and brief 

Red Squirrel meant before we knew it was 3pm and with only a few hours left we were delighted when our 

second Spirit Bear appeared from downstream. This time it was Warrior, a four year old female who had a very 

distinctive scar across her muzzle, whose personality and appearance was very different from Ma’ah; bold, 

confident and a seemingly bigger bear. After a few attempts she caught a fish and that was it, she was off into the 

forest just as Ma’ah had done.  
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One final black bear appeared way downstream and felt like our last bear of the day. So at 5pm we reluctantly 

packed up and began our trek back down the trail having squeezed every last possible minute we could at the 

platform. With a lot to carry and difficult footing, we took our time walking back. Lucky we did. About half way 

down, on the opposite side of the creek, was Warrior walking upstream just beyond us. Completely caught off 

guard and with the group semi-split by a channel-crossing point, we carefully made our way down to the creek 

edge to watch her.  

 

She put on an incredible display; energetically fishing in a pool 10 meters or so up from us but having no joy. We 

watched on for 10 minutes or so before she gave up and headed downstream, again, walking within just a few 

metres of some us, before stopping to hunt in the pool between our split group. Amazingly she caught not one 

but two fish! Having already caught one in her mouth, the irresistible sound of a struggling fish caught in some 

shallow rocks, triggered the insatiable hunting instinct of the bear and she pounced on in. Not quite sure what to 

now do, she somehow managed to negotiate getting both in her mouth, head to tail with one another, before 

cutting off into the forest and out of sight. Our first encounter had been incredible, but this second one was 

epic, with a double fish kill being something not even the First Nation guides had ever seen.  

 

Back on the zodiacs and returning to the boat, the atmosphere was something of euphoria. With the lack of rain 

and apparent low numbers of salmon around, it was feared our chance of seeing a Spirit Bear was low, however, 

we ended up with an experience beyond our wildest imagination. If the day couldn’t get any better, our journey 

up towards our final overnight stop at Kitsaway was welcomingly disrupted by a mass congregation of 

Humpback Whales in Eerne Passage. We were surrounded by fin slapping, tail slapping and even had two 

Humpback Whales swim right under the boat. They clearly didn’t want to be out done by the bears! 

 

We arrived at Kitsaway in complete darkness and with the evening meal well under way. Today was one of the 

clients birthdays (what a way to spend it) so we celebrated with a wonderful homemade chocolate cake and wine 

before taking to our best for the final time – the perfect end to a perfect wildlife day.  

Day 9 Wednesday 19th September 

We awoke for our final morning needing to reassure ourselves we hadn’t all been dreaming and yesterday had 

been real. Although it was our last day the mood was somewhat chipper and everyone was incredibly grateful for 

the amazing trip we’d just been on. After breakfast it was time to pack up our bags and prepare to dock at 

Kittimat ready for our flights home. Before we reached the dock the group collected to share some memories 

from the trip. We thanked the crew for all their amazing service throughout the trip which certainly made the 

whole experience that bit more special. 

 

Bags unloaded from the boat and into the shuttle bus, all that was left was an emotional goodbye before our 40 

minute transfer to the airport at Terrance and flight down to Vancouver. From here our group split in a couple 

of different directions; a few staying for additional days or trips, whilst the main bulk of the group continued on 

towards Heathrow and home.  

This really had been a special trip and although everyone was sad to see our NatureTrek adventure end, we all 

left knowing we’d had a shared experience we’d all remember and treasure.   
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Species Lists 

Mammals (✓=recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

   September 

  Common name Scientific name 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

1 Black Bear Ursus americanus         1     2 

 Kermode (Spirit) Bear Ursus americanus kermodei               2 

2 Brown (Grizzly) Bear Ursus arctos horribilis     1 2 1       

3 American Marten Martes americana               1 

4 Sea Otter Enhydea lutris   1             

5 Steller Sea Lion Eumetopias jubatus           250+ 250+ ✓ 

6 Harbour Seal Phoca vitulina   1 11 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 2 

7 Dall's Porpoise Phocoenoides dalli       16 ✓     ✓ 

8 Humpback Whale Megaptera novaeangliae   1 5 8+ 20+ 8+ 15+ 6+ 

9 Gray Wolf Canis Lupus         S   S   

10 North American Otter Lutra canadensis               3 

11 American Mink Neovison vison           2     

12 Mountain Goat Oreamnos americanus     4           

Birds                   

1 Red-throated Diver (Loon) Gavia stellata                 

2 Pacific Diver (Loon) Gavia pacifica   7 5     15 ✓   

3 Common Loon (Great Northern Diver) Gavia immer   1     2 1     

4 Red-necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena           3 1   

5 Horned Grebe Podiceps auritus     1           

6 Western Grebe Aechmophorus occidentalis     1 3         

7 Fork-tailed Storm Petrel Oceanodroma furcata   2 1           

8 Double-crested Cormorant Phalacrocorax auritus   4       1 ✓   

9 Pelagic Cormorant Phalacrocorax pelagicus   ✓       1 ✓   

10 Great Blue Heron Ardea herodias   1 1 1 1   2 1 

11 Canada Goose Branta canadensis     30+ 100+         

12 American Wigeon Mareca americana   8 15 4 2 2     

13 Green-winged teal Anas carolinensis   5 2     1     

14 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos                 

15 Harlequin Duck Histrionicus histrionicus   4       8 6   

16 Surf Scoter Melanitta perspicillata   6 70+ 40+ 10       

17 White-winged Scoter Melanitta perspicillata             200+   

18 Common Merganser (Goosander) Mergus merganser       26+ 15+       

19 Sooty Grouse Dendragapus fuliginosus             S   

20 Western Osprey Pandion haliaetus   2             

21 Sharp-shinned Hawk Accipiter striatus       1 2       

22 Bald Eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

23 Black Oystercatcher Haematopus bachmani             20+   

24 Black-bellied Plover Pluvialis squatarola             1   

25 Semipalmated Plover Charadrius vociferus             1   

26 Baird’s Sandpiper Calidris bairdii             1   

27 Black Turnstone Arenaria melanocephala           10+ ✓   

28 Surfbird Calidris virgata           150+    

29 Pectoral Sandpiper Calidris melanotos     2          

30 Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus   2            

31 Greater Yellowlegs Tringa melanoleuca     3          

32 Black-legged Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla           3 ✓   
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   September 

  Common name Scientific name 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

33 Bonaparte’s Gull Chroicocephalus philadelphia   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

34 Mew (Common) Gull Larus canus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

35 California Gull Larus californicus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

36 Glaucous-winged Gull Larus glaucescens   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

37 American Herring Gull Larus smithsonianus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

38 Arctic Tern Stern paradisaea      1    

39 Parasitic Jaeger (Arctic Skua) Stercorarius parasiticus             2   

40 Common Muerre (Guillemot) Uria aalge           ✓ ✓   

41 Pigeon Guillemot Cepphus columba           1    

42 Marbled Murrelet Brachyramphus marmoratus   5 20 2 2      

43 Rhinoceros Auklet Cerorhinca monocerata   2            

44 Barred Owl Strix varia             H   

45 Northern Pygmy Owl Glaucidium gnoma             H   

46 Vaux’s Swift Chaetura vauxi         100+      

47 Belted Kingfisher Megaceryle alcyon   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

48 Merlin Falco columbarius       1         

49 Steller’s Jay Cyanocitta stelleri   1       3   3 

50 Northwestern Crow Corvus caurinus   ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓   

51 Northern Raven Corvus corax   2 ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 

52 Yellow-rumped Warbler Setophaga coronata     2           

53 Ruby-crowned Kinglet Regulus calendula         H 2   ✓ 

54 Pacific Wren Troglodytes pacificus     H         4 

55 American Robin Turdus migratorius       ✓         

56 American Dipper Cinclus mexicanus               2 

57 Red Fox Sparrow Passerella iliaca         1       

58 Song Sparrow Melospiza melodia         2 2=     

59 Savannah Sparrow Passerculus sandwichensis   2 3     2     

60 Red-winged Blackbird Agelaius phoeniceus       2         

Additional Species 

Moon Jellyfish, Aurelia aurita Lion’s Mane Jellyfish, Cyanea capillata 

Fried Egg Jellyfish, Phacellophora camtschatica Cross Jellyfish, Mitrocoma cellularia 

Shore Crab, Carcinus maenas Acorn Barnacle , Semibalanus balanoides 

Banana Slug, Ariolimax columbianus Bat Sea Star, Patiria miniata 

Dungeness Crab, Matacarcinus magister Vancouver Feather Duster, Eudistylia vancouveri 

Plumose anemone, Metridium senile Mottled Sea Star, Evasterias troscheli 

Limpet sp. Hooded Nudibranch, Melibe leonina 

Red Rock Crab, Cancer productus Common Moonsnail, Euspira lewisii 

Northern/Pinto Abalone , Haliotis kamtschatkana Sea Scallop sp. 

Coastrange Sculpin , Cottus aleuticus Chum Salmon, Oncorhynchus keta 

Pink Salmon, Oncorhynchus gorbuscha Coho Salmon, Oncorhynchus kisutch 

Black Fly, Simuliidae sp. G-O Sole sp. 

Starry Flounder, Platichthys stellatus Turkey Tail, Trametes versicolor 

Chicken of the woods, Laetiporus sulphureus Blue Mussels, Mytilus edulis 

Witches Hair, Alectoria sarmentosa  

Plants 

Sea Asparagus, Salicornia sp. Bull Kelp, Nereocystis sp. 

Turkish Towel, Chondracanthus exasperatus Rockweed, Ascophyllum nodosum 
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Stink Currant, Ribes bracteosum Red Huckleberry, Vaccinium parvifolium 

Douglas Aster, Symphyotrichum subspicatum False Lily of the Valley, Maianthemum dilatatum 

Devil’s club, Oplopanax horridus Licorice Fern, Polypodium glycyrrhiza 

Yarrow , Achillea millefolium Silver Weed, Argentina anserina 

Cow Parsnip, Heracleum maximum Wild crab apple, Malus coronaria 

Skunk Cabbage, Lysichiton americanus Sitka Spruce, Picea sitchensis 

Western Red Cedar, Thuja plicata Eastern/Canadian Hemlock, Tsuga canadensis 

Grand Fir, Abies grandis Oval-leaf Blueberry, Vaccinium ovalifolium 

Red Elderberry, Sambucus racemosa Kneeling Angelica, Angelica genuflexa  

Lyngby Sedge, Carex lyngbyei Western Dock, Rumex occidentalis 

Rockweed, Ascophyllum nodosum Sphagnum moss, Sphagnacea sp. 

Yellow Cedar, Cupressus nootkatensis Salal, Gaultheria shallon 

Labrador Tea, Ledum groenlandicum Green False Hellebore, Veratrum viride 

Bunchberry/Creeping Dogwood, Cornus canadensis Common Juniper, Juniperus communis 

Sea Rocket, Cakile maritima Lazarus Beach, - 

Crowberry, Empetrum nigrum Shore Pine, Pinus contorta 

Copperbush, Elliottia pyroliflora Western Yew, Taxus brevifolia 

Alpine Alzalea , Kalmia procumbens Deer Fern, Blechnum spicant 

Running Club Moss, Lycopodium clavatum Fir Club Moss, Huperzia selago 

Sitka Alder, Alnus sinuata Sweet Gale, Myrica gale 

Sitka Burnet, Sanguisorba Stipulata Dune Grass, Ammophila breviligulata 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  
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