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Tour leaders:  Tom McJannet (tour leader and ornithologist) 

   Tony Beck (local guide and naturalist) 

   Nancy Sears (local guide and naturalist) 

 

Tour participants: Colin Wibberley  

   Margaret Wibberley 

   Vicky Graham 

   Lucy Wassell Smith 

   Sandra Oxley 

   Christine Wilson  

   Shirley Dean 

Day 1  Friday 15th September 

After meeting up with all but one of the group at the airport our British Airways 767/300 left a rather overcast 

Heathrow around 45 minutes later than scheduled, and apart from just a little turbulence the journey passed off 

uneventfully. The pilot managed to make up a bit of time on the flight across ‘the pond’ and we eventually 

touched down in Halifax just 10 minutes late. 

 

After clearing Canadian immigration and our baggage being re-routed we, unfortunately, had to endure a 3½ 

hour layover at the airport.  However this did give us a chance to get to know each other a little better over 

countless cups of coffee and doughnuts! We had by now connected with Sandra, and our merry band of six 

ladies and two men was complete. We eventually boarded our little 18-seater plane for the short 30 minute hop 

over to St. John at 18.30. 

 

The sun was just about setting on a fine clear evening as we arrived in St. John and our local guide Tony was 

there at the airport to greet us.  In no time at all Tony had us checking into our very comfortable hotel, The 

Quaco Inn, for the night and after a quick wash and brush up we were soon tucking into a delicious meal of 

salmon parcels, vegetables and rice followed by a rather naughty fruit and ice cream filled crepe. 

 

It was unanimously agreed that an early night was in order, so after saying our goodnights it was a rather travel 

weary group that gratefully hit the sack, all very much looking forward to tomorrow and our first full day in New 

Brunswick. 

Day 2  Saturday 16th September 

After a refreshing night’s sleep some of the hardier individuals arose early and met up for a spot of pre-breakfast 

birdwatching down by the bay.  We were soon familiarising ourselves with the local avifauna and spent a happy 

hour or so ticking off Caspian Terns, Common Loons, Red-necked Grebes and Surf Scoters along with a nice 

movement of passage migrants including Philadelphia Vireo, Black-throated Green Warbler, Yellow-rumped 

(Myrtle) Warbler, American Goldfinch and Song Sparrow. 

 

 All too quickly it was time for a very welcome breakfast and we all thoroughly enjoyed sampling the typical 

Canadian fare of pancakes, bacon and maple syrup accompanied by plenty of good hot coffee. 
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Breakfast done, we loaded the vehicle and set of on the short one hour journey to Black’s Harbour where we 

were to catch the ferry over to Grand Manan Island.  As the ferry didn’t leave until mid-afternoon we had plenty 

of time to explore the region and our first stop was at the Irish River where we could view the unusual covered 

wooden bridges.  As we parked up beside the banks of the river a few waders were apparent and although always 

a bit of a challenge especially at the beginning of a holiday we successfully identified Greater Yellowlegs, 

Sanderling and Semi-palmated Sandpiper. 

 

 We stopped for lunch at the Irving Nature Park which is an oasis of forest, marsh and beach along the coastline 

of the Bay of Fundy.  A very pleasant couple of hours were spent at this picturesque spot while we enjoyed an 

excellent picnic lunch of cold meats, cheeses and salads. 

 

We arrived at Black’s Harbour in plenty of time so had a wander around the harbour before boarding the ferry at 

15.30.  The hour and a half crossing over to the island was extremely pleasant in the warm autumn sunshine, not 

at all typical of the weather I have experienced in past years.  More often than not the group is trying to shelter in 

the lee of the boat as the rain lashes down, so this was a very welcome change.  We were also thrilled to view our 

first cetaceans of the trip in the shape of 100+ Harbour Porpoise, Minke and even a Humpback Whale.  Not to 

be outdone, the birds were also much in evidence with Great Shearwater, Gannets, Puffins, Eider Duck, 

Kittiwakes and Black Guillemot all putting on a good show. 

 

As we disembarked from the ferry we only had a short hop just across the street to the Shorecrest Inn where we 

were to spend the next four nights and after settling in we took ourselves off to the nearby Castalia Marsh to 

indulge in a little more birdwatching.  We were very fortunate to happen upon a Snowy Egret which was way 

further north than it had a right to be and turned out to be quite a coup for us as the local birders did not even 

know that it was there, so quite a feather in our cap! 

 

We were now becoming familiar with some of the more common birds as throughout the day we’d noted several 

Cedar Waxwings, Mourning Doves, Blue Jays and the odd Raven. We’d also been lucky enough to have several 

good views of the stately Bald Eagle.  We eventually finished our day at ‘The Whistle’, a well known local birding 

area, to watch the sun go down.  The weather today had been exceptionally warm for this time of year, 

temperatures, at one point, tipping 26°C, so fingers crossed for another good day tomorrow.  

Day 3  Sunday 17th September 

A few of the group had an early morning walk around the hotel area with Nashville Warbler, White-throated 

Sparrow being new birds to add to the list and although we could hear a Northern Cardinal calling we were 

unable to catch sight of the bird.  

 

After breakfast we filled in the time we had before heading for the harbour by having a short walk around the 

Marathon Inn where they have a few bird feeders dotted about and were successful in spotting Blue-headed 

Vireo, Common Yellowthroat, Grey Catbirds and Cedar Waxwings.  We were also delighted to find a very nice 

Ladies Tresses Orchid which resulted in the clicking of several camera shutters.  
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It was now time to get ourselves down to the harbour to catch the boat for our much anticipated whale-watching 

trip.  The weather was perfect and spirits were high as we boarded the ‘Elsie Menota’.  

 

As we glided out of the harbour the sea was like polished glass, not a ripple to be seen and absolutely perfect for 

spotting cetaceans.  In all we must have travelled about 14 miles out to sea and the wildlife definitely did not 

disappoint.  We must have encountered 20 – 25 Northern Right Whales, the name ‘right’ coming from the fact 

that, in days gone by, the whalers said that these were the ‘right’ whales to hunt; due in the main to the fact that 

when killed they would float and, so, could be easily towed.  Consequently the numbers of these magnificent 

creatures are still, today, extremely low, so, it was such a privilege to be able to view these very special mammals 

in such good numbers and at such close quarters.  As well as the whales we were extremely fortunate to come 

across no less than eight basking sharks.  The fact that it was such a still day was the reason that we experienced 

these gentle giants in such good numbers as they will only ‘bask’ on the surface when the sea is calm.  Growing 

as much as 10 meters long the sharks are locally called ‘mud sharks’.  Both Harbour and Grey Seals were seen in 

good numbers and the usual array of seabirds was enjoyed with the addition of a couple of Arctic Skuas and a 

surprise Great Blue Heron which was way out of its comfort zone. 

 

We eventually docked back at the harbour around 16.30 and it was agreed that it had been a great trip with photo 

opportunities galore as the whales had performed so superbly for us.  

 

Dinner was taken at the Marathon Inn and we all feasted on turkey and all the trimmings amid lots of light-

hearted banter and laughter as Shirley entertained everyone. 

Day 4  Monday 18th September 

After a delicious breakfast of Blueberry Yoghurt, Baked eggs and sausages (just to keep us going until lunch) the 

morning was spent generally birding around the hotel and then along the Whistle Road and along to the ‘Dump’.  

A very satisfying list of birds were seen including Red-breasted Nuthatch, Blue-headed Vireo, Swainson’s Thrush 

(calling), Northern Flicker, Winter Wren, Sharp-shinned Hawk, Song, White-throated and Lincoln’s Sparrow, 

Yellowthroat and the usual Black-capped Chickadees and Cedar Waxwings. 

 

At midday we met our skipper Peter Wilcox on his boat and set off full of expectation but within an hour and a 

half into the trip the dreaded fog had descended and visibility could have been no more than  50 yards, so it was 

really a wonder we managed to see anything at all.  The fact that many of the Northern Right Whales were so 

incredibly close meant that all was not lost.  We had intended to ‘chum’ on this trip but that had to be 

abandoned because although the birds would probably smell the chum, the fog was so dense that we would not 

be able to see the birds!  Eventually Peter guided us safely back into harbour around 17.00 and it was a real 

lesson in how very quickly conditions can change. 

 

It seemed that the whole of the island had been engulfed in the fog but it gradually began to lift as we drove back 

to the hotel passing Castalia Marsh and the lone Snowy Egret. 

 

On returning to the Shorecrest Inn some of the group opted to go back to the marsh for a last bit of birding 

while the sensible ones stayed in the warmth and watched a very interesting film, put on by our Austrian host 

Gunther, about the history of the island. 
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We were entertained after dinner by Laurie, who gave an extremely interesting talk about the Northern Right 

Whales, a species she had been studying for the past 25 years, so somewhat of an authority to say the least. 

Day 5  Tuesday 19th September 

A few of us took an early morning stroll along Eel Lake Road towards the bay but it was very cool and misty and 

apart from a very nice Bald Eagle flyover we were quite pleased to get back to the digs for breakfast and some 

hot coffee.  

 

 After breakfast we made our way towards Long Pond which runs adjacent to the sea. The fog had become so 

thick that we couldn’t even see the ocean which is not particularly conducive for decent birdwatching. The most 

we could make out were a few Ring-necked and Black Duck plus a few Herring and Great Black-backed Gulls.  

To cut our losses we decided to walk around the nearby woodland towards the marsh and as we slowly drove 

along the path we flushed lots of feeding Savannah Sparrows.  We parked the vehicle and began to walk in the 

damp misty forest and were delighted to find a Black and White Warbler creeping amongst the vegetation like a 

little Everton Mint, and a Blackpoll Warbler that must have had its seasons mixed up as it was singing away 

happily giving a very passable imitation of our own Wood Warbler. 

 

Although the forest was very damp with the mist and fog it was quite magical with all the lichens, fungi and 

brightly coloured berries shimmering like little jewels on the dank forest floor.  When we reached the marsh we 

were enthralled by the profusion of red and green Pitcher Plants which made excellent subjects for the camera 

enthusiasts among the group. 

 

On the return walk back we gained good views of the dainty thrush, the Veery which was seen well by everyone 

and we also gained the interesting observation of a lone Monarch Butterfly resting in a conifer that had actually 

been tagged.  The tag was in the shape of a 9mm polypropylene round sticker on the discal cell on the underwing 

of the insect.  Tagging is usually done as the length of day shortens around August and September and helps to 

give a greater insight into the migration of these amazing butterflies. 

 

As it was still pretty foggy we drove back to the Grand Manan Museum where our lunch had been left by 

Gunther and decided to eat in situ.  Centrally located in Grand Harbour the museum has an excellent display of 

island geology and historical artefacts so there was quite enough to occupy ourselves for a while learning of the 

trials and tribulations of the early settlers on the island and the hardships they endured to try and eek out some 

sort of living.  After our little cultural break we thought we deserved to indulge in some serious ice-cream tasting 

so we bought ourselves some obscenely large cornets and enjoyed every last mouthful. 

 

As the fog seemed to be lifting somewhat we quickly drove back to Long Pond where we did mange to pick out 

a young male Eurasian Wigeon among all its American cousins and there were also three nice Lesser Scaup to be 

seen, two of which were particularly well marked.  Keeping a keen eye on proceedings a short distance away were 

two watchful Bald Eagles.  The clearing fog was very short-lived and it soon enveloped us again so we headed 

back to the Shorecrest where we had a quick freshen up before Tony took the group out for a last bit of birding 

and managed to get Blue-headed Vireo, Philadelphia Vireo and Belted Kingfisher which made a very nice end to 

the day. 
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Day 6  Wednesday 20th September 

 It was an extremely early start this morning as we were heading back to the mainland and had to catch the 7.30 

ferry back to Black’s Harbour.  The fog, unfortunately, was still persisting and by the time we’d reached the ferry 

a steady drizzle had set it.  The ninety minute crossing was pretty uneventful apart from the odd Great 

Shearwater and after docking and starting the drive north along the Bay of Fundy the steady drizzle had 

progressed into serious heavy rain. 

 

Bravely we soldiered on and our first stop was at a Blueberry establishment at the side of the road where we 

sampled delicious blueberry pie and blueberry jam.  A short stroll was taken to stretch our legs and we had a nice 

sighting of a Blackburnian Warbler, a small flock of Cedar Waxwings and an American Robin also the discovery 

of moose tracks made our pulses race a little faster in anticipation.  A few other stops were made along the way 

and we did spot several migrant passerines such as Red-eyed Vireo, Black and White, Magnolia and Black-

throated Green Warblers and Yellowthroats. 

 

At Fundy Provincial Park we did attempt to walk a bit of the Caribou Trail but I’m afraid the weather really did 

get the better of us so we had to concede defeat and it was a very sodden dripping bunch that climbed back into 

the vehicle to continue our journey to the Captain’s Inn in the small town of Alma.  

 

 Ever the optimists, after drying ourselves off we headed out once again full of bulldog spirit in the pursuit of 

beaver but apart from finding a small Natterjack Toad look-alike and some beaver chompings on a tree we had 

to return to the inn defeated but not undaunted.  

 

Dinner was taken in an establishment just across the street from our hotel and it was the general consensus that 

after such a full days travelling an early night was in order, so hoping the weather would improve by the morning 

we turned in. 

Day 7  Thursday 21st September 

Thankfully the rain of yesterday had at last relented and we set off after breakfast for the long journey northward 

for our destination of Lameque which is on the far north-eastern point of the province.  Also today we shall be 

losing Tony who has looked after us so well but he will be replaced by Nancy who I’m sure will continue in 

Tony’s footsteps and care for us just as well. 

 

However, our first stop was at the dramatic site of the Hopewell Rocks in the Rock Provincial Park.  Hoping to 

become a world heritage site these huge columns of conglomerate and sandstone are crafted by the highest tides 

in the world.  Powerful tide action twice daily carves away at the base of the cliffs leading to the creation of 

numerous sea caves and, of course, the world famous Flowerpot Rocks.  Most people clambering over the 

clusters of round mounds cloaked in rockweed are unaware that there are burial mounds in the age old 

formations which are slowly disintegrating as the powerful tides continue to sculpt the flowerpots of the future 

and erase those of the past.   So we thoroughly enjoyed wandering among these giants taking many pictures 

which are sure to impress the folks back home. 
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Another interesting stop was made at Duane’s Workshop where he had crafted a wonderful array of bird boxes 

and suchlike and was hugely popular with the group as they made several purchases there.  There was also some 

neat birdwatching to be had as we enjoyed Golden-crowned Kinglet, Hairy Woodpecker, American Goldfinch 

and Blue-headed Vireo. 

 

As we drove ever northward it came to our notice that Sandra was rather partial to the very large trucks that 

thundered along the freeway, so to pass the time we had huge amounts of fun trying to pick out the biggest, 

brightest and shiniest vehicles for her to admire. 

 

A very nice picnic lunch was prepared and set out by Nancy while we took a walk around the lake viewing the 

birdlife.  We had both Green-winged and Blue-winged Teal, Savannah Sparrow and Great Blue Heron.  Sharp-

eyed Vicky spotted a super Coopers Hawk racing through in the hope of a starling dinner but unfortunately for 

him (but not the starling) was unsuccessful. 

 

We eventually arrived on the Island of Lameque in the late afternoon and quickly settled into the very 

comfortable Auberge des Compagnons which is situated overlooking the most beautiful lagoon.  We had dinner 

at a nearby restaurant and certainly noticed the French influence to the cuisine, the meal was trés magnifique! 

Day 8  Friday 22nd September 

An early morning walk in the hotel vicinity produced a plethora of good birds such as Magnolia Warbler, 

Golden-crowned Kinglet, Northern Parula, many Yellow-rumped Warblers and Grey Catbirds but the star bird 

found by Nancy had to be the diminutive Wilson’s Warbler.  The sun was just coming up as we scanned across 

the bay, everything being bathed in a pearly pink glow and we were enthralled as we watched up to eight Ospreys 

expertly catching flounder with such consummate ease.  We just had to drag ourselves away to get back for our 8 

o’clock breakfast. 

 

Our morning was spent at the northern-most point of Miscou Island and around the lighthouse area and a very 

leisurely time was spent exploring the habitat.  Shore and seabirds were there in good numbers and the group 

was a lot more confident with their identification skills picking out Eider Duck, Double-crested Cormorant, a 

single female Red-breasted Merganser, Kittiwake and on the beach both Semi-palmated Sandpipers and Plovers 

along with plenty of Turnstone.  Savannah Sparrows were in abundance with the handsome White-throated 

Sparrow in far fewer numbers. 

 

We came back to the hotel for lunch which we had upstairs in the lounge area and then drove to the Lameque 

Eco Park where we spent most of the afternoon.  Apart from the more common birds that we are seeing daily 

we saw the more unusual Ruby-crowned Kinglet, a lovely juvenile Northern Harrier which showed its juvenile 

orange colours very well and a brief Peregrine Falcon flyover. 

 

After spending a couple of hours in the park Nancy took us to a very boggy area where she gave us an excellent 

talk and insight into the very specialised plant life of the region and finished off the day very nicely indeed. 
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The weather today has been clear, bright and sunny albeit a lot cooler than we have been experiencing of late and 

although we haven’t travelled very far afield, everyone has thoroughly enjoyed the relaxed pace today.  Another 

excellent dinner was enjoyed over lively conversation and discussion about the events of the day. 

Day 9  Saturday 23rd September 

The day dawned clear and bright and early morning risers were rewarded with an excellent sighting of a Black-

backed Woodpecker, so well worth the effort, much to the chagrin of those who decided to lie in! 

 

There is a long journey in front of us today but we made a stop at the Dune de Maisonette which is a headland 

poking out into the Baie des Chaleurs.  We walked out onto the point to see if we could add any more waders to 

our list and managed to identify Red Knot, Greater and Lesser Yellowlegs, Willet, Semi-palmated Sandpiper and 

Plover and best of all a White-rumped Sandpiper.  A small flock of 17 Shorelark made a welcome addition to the 

list while on the sea there were the usual ducks and gulls with just one White-winged Scoter amongst them. 

 

While munching on our ‘subway’ sandwiches I noticed a dark scimitar shape speeding towards us and shouted 

“Skua, left” but somehow it morphed into a very nice Cooper’s Hawk by the time it hurtled past us.  Strange 

that! 

 

We motored on and crossed the River Patapedia which took us from New Brunswick into French speaking 

Quebec and also gained an hour in time as we crossed from Atlantic Time to Eastern Time and made our way to 

our overnight stop at the Baie Blue in Carleton.  We arrived just before 17.00 hours giving us plenty of time to 

chill out before our evening meal which was very pleasantly accompanied by some live piano music. 

 

By early evening a light rain had set in but the majority of the day had been fine and we’d experienced some 

wonderful autumnal colours as we travelled and seemed to intensify as we drove further north.  It seems that 

we’ve timed our visit perfectly to get the very best of the fall colours which, at times, is almost too much to take 

in! 

Day 10  Sunday 24th September 

We awoke to a rather overcast day but nevertheless made a pre-breakfast trip to Carleton Barachois where there 

is a tall wooden tower which swayed precariously as we climbed up to the top to get a good vantage point across 

the harbour and estuarine area.  Our efforts were rewarded with good views of eight Hooded Mergansers two of 

which were cracking males.  There were also a couple of female Goosanders, which are called Common 

Mergansers in these parts and there must have been at least 40 Great Blue Herons fishing in the bay.  A nice 

bonus was a smart male Merlin perched on some nearby fence wires expertly spotted by Nancy.  

 

 After an excellent buffet style breakfast the group split up with some opting to go for a walk with Nancy while 

Colin, Lucy and I returned to Carleton Marsh and the tower to resume our morning birdwatching. 

 

The walking group hiked in nearby woodland and enjoyed the stunning scenery as they viewed lots of waterfalls 

with bridges to cross the tumbling streams that threaded their way through the trees.  The paper-like bark of 
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some of the birch trees was of great interest as it peeled off just like silken ribbons and they were also fortunate 

enough to come across a very nice Black-throated Blue Warbler. 

 

At the tower we saw pretty much the same birds that we’d seen earlier on in the day but unfortunately the rain 

once more descended and we made our way back to the hotel to meet the others for lunch.  They arrived thirty 

minutes or so after us and a pretty bedraggled bunch they looked too – but still smiling! 

 

After lunch we left the Baie Blue and continued our journey towards the Parc de la Gaspesie driving along the 

very scenic Cascopedia River admiring the changes in habitat and the stunning fall colours and even though the 

light was not at its best the Sugar Maples, White Birch, Red Ash etc. were an absolutely vibrant tapestry of reds, 

golds, oranges and yellows.  

 

We made a couple of stops to try and photograph the elegant White-tailed Deer and eventually arrived at the 

Gite du Mont Albert around 14.45 which was located in the very heart of the Park. 

 

We unpacked and settled in quickly and in less than an hour later we were out again driving along Moose Valley 

where true to its name we were lucky enough to encounter two of these magnificent animals.  Feeling lucky we 

thought we’d check out some beaver dams we’d noticed earlier on but in the end the rain did defeat us and we 

had to return to the gite without managing to spot our quarry. 

 

Once again we indulged in some excellent food for our evening meal, dare I say probably the best food of the 

trip.  The desserts were a veritable work of art, almost looking too good to eat, almost, that is.  Time to let out 

another notch on the belt! 

Day 11  Monday 25th September 

It was a particularly early start this morning and we all met up on time at 6.30 for our second trip up to Moose 

Valley.  The weather could only be described as uninspiring with temperatures just above freezing, very overcast 

and very windy, however the sightings of five moose, in total, more than compensated for any discomfort the 

weather was causing and it was a buoyant bunch that returned for a delicious 8 o’clock breakfast.  I must say that 

it did feel rather inappropriate eating our meal in the restaurant that is just a bit overpowered by an absolutely 

huge moose head gazing soulfully down at us! 

 

The group split again with some folk preferring to watch a very interesting and moving video made by a local 

lady artist who has spent several years working with the moose population and has, to all intents and purposes, 

become known as a ‘moose whisperer’.  The rest of the group opted to go for a short walk around the immediate 

locale and were pleased to add a Downy Woodpecker to our bird list. 

 

We re-grouped and headed out making a brief stop at Lac Paul where Vicky spotted a rather nice Crossbill in the 

conifers and lunch was taken by Lac Cascapedia which is the largest lake in the park covering about 145 hectares.  

It was a super picnic lunch which proved a great attraction to the local Grey Jays and they posed delightfully for 

us in exchange for a share in our food.  There was also a whole feeding group of White-winged Crossbills going 

through, in fact the trees were absolutely alive with them and at least three Red-breasted Nuthatches were seen. 
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Our next port of call was the stunningly beautiful Lac du Americanas which is surrounded with trees and 

hillsides clothed with the most spectacular of fall colours and most of the group made the 1½k hike to the lake 

trying to take in the riot of colour that surrounded us. 

 

Although the weather had been extremely cold today we have still been totally knocked out by the wonderful fall 

colours and are becoming real ‘leaf peepers’. Birds have been just a bit thin on the ground but we’ve still 

managed to see some good species including Spruce Grouse, American Kestrel, Sharp-shinned Hawk and a few 

Pine Siskins. 

Day 12  Tuesday 26th September 

Another long travelling day today as we say a reluctant goodbye to the boreal forests of the Appalachians and 

head south-west towards Riviere du-Loup on the eastern shores of the mighty St. Lawrence River ready for our 

ferry crossing tomorrow. 

 

As we travelled the coastal road we could see large rafts of Goldeneye, Eider Duck and Surf Scoter and a small 

flock of perhaps 150 Snow Geese feeding in a roadside field.  The end of September is the beginning of the 

Snow Goose season so we were particularly pleased to sight these birds which were just a tiny vanguard of the 

1000’s of birds yet to arrive. 

 

We stopped for lunch at the Parc du Bic where I gallantly carried Lucy down the steep drop much to 

everybody’s amusement.  After lunch and a stroll along the beach we pushed on to our billet for the night and 

managed to arrive in time to capture the most wonderful colours as the sun went down over the St. Lawrence 

River.   The Auberge de la Pointe was a sort of up-market motel which boasted an excellent restaurant which, as 

always, we made very good use of. 

Day 13  Wednesday 27th September 

We were up, packed, fed and watered in good time so as to catch the early ferry from the east bank over to St. 

Siméon on the west bank.  As we settled to enjoy the ninety minute crossing I was surprised but pleased to note 

large flocks of Shorelark flying up river and eventually most of the group managed to get some good views of 

the birds.  There were also Black Guillemot and both Red-throated and Great Northern Diver to admire as we 

chugged across but best of all were the half dozen or so Beluga Whales which we saw at the southern tip of the 

Ile Áux Lievres (Island of Hares) which is a large island about halfway across the river.  These ghostly looking 

cetaceans are the only species to stay in the St. Lawrence all year round, but the numbers are not great, so 

sightings are not always guaranteed. 

 

After disembarking we stopped off to buy some provisions for our picnic lunch and were lucky enough to see a 

large flock of 60 - 80 American Pipits flying overhead.  Even more surprising was the superb bird of prey that 

was perched upon a wall next to the cemetery.  Seeing a raptor at such close quarters is sometimes confusing as 

we usually identify them either in flight or at quite a distance away, however this bird had all the markings of a 

juvenile Red-tailed Hawk and it posed superbly for some excellent pictures. 
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We continued to travel along the western bank of the river which is probably one of the most scenic parts of the 

whole trip and at the danger of repeating myself, the colours again, were absolutely fantastic, especially as the 

reflections were exactly mirrored in the calm waters of the river. 

 

Another ferry had to be boarded to cross the Saguenay Fjord and as the weather was so pleasant and we had 

made such good time we decided that it would be an excellent idea to alter our whale-watching trip that was 

scheduled for tomorrow and change it to this afternoon. 

 

This done, we had to have a very rushed picnic but made it by the skin of our teeth on to the boat.  We had to 

share the craft with sixty or so other passengers as whale-watching here is big business but  luckily the trip was 

very calm and during the three hours or so that we were out on the river we did get to see several Belugas, a Fin 

Whale and a Minke Whale. 

 

After booking into the Hotel Tadoussac we had plenty of time to get ready for an early dinner after which we 

were to go to the Parc de Dune and join the local owl ringers. 

 

It was a very jovial evening at the park headquarters and we were given a very informative talk and video show 

explaining the work that is carried out here and Shirley made a very impressive owl as she dressed up (for 

educational purposes only I hasten to add) and it was all a bit of a hoot (ouch, no pun intended).  Unfortunately, 

there were no owls in the traps so we couldn’t get quite so close up and personal as we had hoped but all in all it 

was a very enjoyable evening. 

Day 14  Thursday 28th September 

The day dawned clear so we were up bright and early for a walk around the headland where we saw many of 

birds that have now become familiar to us including Downy Woodpecker, Magnolia Warbler and Brown Creeper 

but it was the unusual behaviour of the Ring-billed Gulls that really caught our eye as they adorned the Rowan 

Trees gorging on the bright red berries.  It seemed a most peculiar behavioural pattern but I suppose gulls are 

the ultimate ‘chancers’ of the bird world and will take advantage of any feeding situation so perhaps it was not so 

surprising after all.  What I do know is that the bright colouring of the leaves and berries coupled with the 

superb morning light made for some stunning photographs.  We also noticed that there seemed to be an active 

beaver dam that will need closer inspection when we have more time later on today. 

 

We had a leisurely breakfast after which we went back to the centre and did a raptor watch and after a little 

patience spotted a Rough-legged Buzzard and a Red-tailed Hawk coming in off the sea.  We then bumped into 

one of the ringers carrying a bag which obviously contained something and after a little persuasion we were 

allowed to watch while they banded and took all the details and measurements of two Three-toed Woodpeckers.   

On releasing the woodpeckers one of the birds posed very nicely for us on a small birch tree so we ended up 

with some excellent shots both in the hand and au natural.  As the ringers so kindly let us watch them at work we 

thought it only fair that, as a group, we should adopt an owl.  The owl was duly named ‘Tom’ and I shall look 

forward to reading all about ‘Tom’ some time in the future. 

 

Most of the group decided to go up to the top of the hill so Lucy and I stayed back and looked after the bags 

and in doing so found a cracking Mourning Cloak Butterfly, or as we know it a Camberwell Beauty. 
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We made the short trip back to the hotel for lunch and had a selection of sandwiches and pizzas to choose from 

followed by an absolutely ‘to die for’ chocolate pudding, not at all good for the weight conscious, but gorgeous 

all the same. 

 

We spent the afternoon back among the dunes where we just meandered about enjoying this lovely eco-system.  

There were lots of silver birches with foliage turning a wonderful buttery yellow and it is such a shame that quad 

bikes, trial bikes and the like are allowed access to this, quite fragile, site. Several birds were noted including 

Golden-crowned Kinglet, Dark-eyed Junco and an Osprey expertly identified by Vicky. 

 

We thought we’d go and check out the beaver dam that we’d seen earlier on in the day but as we made our way 

there we bumped into one of the ringers and enquired if he knew of a reliable place to spot beaver.  He pointed 

out an area just behind the ringing station where several beavers had recently been seen so we high-tailed it over 

there and settled ourselves down to watch.  Twenty minutes or so later some movement was seen and yes, there 

was a beaver swimming across the stream and most of the group managed to catch a glimpse of the creature.  

We hung on until it was nearly dark but unfortunately fortune did not smile on us again so we headed on back to 

the hotel for a well needed shower and to prepare for our evening meal. 

 

Day 15  Friday 29th September 

Today we say goodbye to Tadoussac and as if in sympathy the day dawned wet and very overcast.  We left the 

hotel just after 9 o’clock and made our way to Downcourt Ferry to make the short crossing over the fjord. 

 

We were now travelling south-west along the shores of the St. Lawrence on our way to Quebec and our first 

stop was at the Cap Tourmente National Wildlife area which is a vast wilderness and one of the main refuelling 

stops for thousands of migrating Snow Geese which feed on the plentiful supply of bulrush rhizomes.  Before 

we reached the reserve we witnessed up to a thousand birds feeding in the stubble fields and even through the 

rain and gloom we were able to pick out several blue phase birds amongst them. 

 

When we pulled into the reserve car park it was raining so hard that we stayed in the vehicle to eat our lunch and 

then determined to have a walk around the reserve we proceeded to don our wet weather gear while still inside 

the van.  Believe me, not an easy thing to do!  Anyway, suitable attired we walked the 60 yards or so to the centre 

and got thoroughly soaked! 

 

Viewing over the estuary was not very successful so we made our way to one of the ‘bird blinds’ and in doing so 

was lucky enough to get a terrific view of an American Bittern as it flew in the air for about 200 yards before 

disappearing from view.  In the blind we saw good numbers of Green-winged Teal, Black Duck and Pintail, all 

of which were suddenly put up by the sudden appearance of a terrific Northern Harrier. 

We called in at ‘The Boutique’ where the birdfeeder were being taken advantage of by the local Black-caped 

Chickadees, American Goldfinches and Red-breasted Nuthatch along with a cheeky little chipmunk who was 

collecting any scraps that fell to the ground.  A few bits and pieces were bought before we headed back to the 

van and continued our onward journey to Quebec. 
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On arriving in the city the rain, if anything, was even worse than it had been but it was top marks to Nancy who 

guided us unerringly to the doors of our hotel where we were all mightily glad to have hot showers and change 

into some dry clothes. 

 

We walked to a restaurant called ‘The Patriot’ for our evening meal and had some excellent food albeit a bit 

‘nouvelle cuisine’, but very tasty nonetheless.  We spent a very enjoyable last evening together reliving all the new 

and interesting things that we had experienced during the last couple of weeks and all agreed that it had been a 

great trip.    

Day 16  Saturday 30th September 

Our last day and the weather was superb making yesterday’s awful conditions seem just a distant memory.  We 

had the whole morning to spend exploring this charismatic city and we began by visiting The Plains of Abraham 

which marks the spot where General Wolfe defeated the French troops. We then walked into the old part of the 

city and were enchanted by the colourful murals painted on the sides of some of the houses and the myriad 

winding streets giving the feeling of stepping back in time.  Of course, the city is a very popular stop off for 

many cruises so there is no shortage of other tourists but this all gives the place a vibrant buzz and it’s 

impossible not to get caught up in the ‘feel good’ feeling that emanates from the atmosphere in the narrow 

cobbled streets that rise steeply from the port.  In fact it’s a really great place to sit and have a coffee in one of 

the little bistro type cafes and simply watch the world go by. 

 

Some of the group enjoyed visiting the farmer’s market while the rest walked back to Battlefield Park where we 

all re-grouped at one o’clock.  All too soon it was time to leave this charming city and complete our journey to 

Montreal which was made in good time. 

 

On reaching Dorval Airport we said our fond farewells to Nancy before proceeding into the terminal ready for 

our overnight flight back to the UK. 
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Species lists 

Birds 

  September 2006 

Common name Scientific name 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 1 

Common Loon (G. N. Diver) Gavia immer 8 12 6 1 2       2  1   

Red-necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena 2 1   2            

Great Shearwater Puffinus gravis 12 40 12  1            

Sooty Shearwater Puffinus griseus  25 1              

Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus 4 1               

Wilson’s Storm-Petrel Oceanites oceanicus  6               

Gannet Morus bassanus 6 12 3    2          

Double-crested Cormorant Phalacrocorax auritus 40+ 40 30 15 30 50 100 40 50  50 50 12 10 5  

Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo 5 4 2  3 6   6   4 2    

Great Blue Heron Ardea herodias 3 1 4 5 2 4 25 25 55  25 3 1 1 3  

Snowy Egret Egretta thula 1  1              

Turkey Vulture * Cathartes aura               5  

Snow Goose Chen caerulescens           150   1000   

Canada Goose Branta canadensis 50   6  12  30 12  100    12  

Cackling Goose Branta hutchinsii           1      

Wood Duck Aix sponsa 1  3              

Gadwall Anas strepera   1              

American Wigeon Anas americana    9       6      

Eurasian Wigeon Anas penelope    1             

American Black Duck Anas rubripes 30   15 3 30 60 50 45  500 12 6 200   

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos    1 2 18 6 20 6  20   20   

Blue-winged Teal Anas discors      12   1        

Northern Pintail Anas acuta              26   

Green-winged Teal Anas crecca    1  1     8   500   

Ring-necked Duck Aythya collaris    8    5   5  15 20   

Greater Scaup Aythya marila                 

Lesser Scaup Aythya affinis    3       6 3     
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  September 2006 

Common name Scientific name 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 1 

Common Eider Somateria mollissima 30 15 15 4 60  30 1   400 500     

Surf Scoter Melanitta perspicillata 100 300 20  150     1 10 K 100     

White-winged (Velvet) Scoter  Melanitta deglandi        1   12      

Black Scoter  Melanitta nigra 2                

Common Goldeneye Bucephala clangula           20      

Hooded Merganser Lophodytes cucullatus         16        

Common Merganser (Goosander) Mergus merganser         8        

Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator       1    5      

Osprey Pandion haliaetus   1   4 12 4     1    

Bald Eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus 4 2 2 3   1          

Northern (Hen) Harrier Circus cyaneus       1       1   

Sharp-shinned Hawk Accipiter striatus 1  1  1  1          

Cooper's Hawk * Accipiter cooperii      1  1     1    

Red-tailed Hawk Buteo jamaicensis             1    

Rough-legged Hawk Buteo lagopus             1    

American Kestrel Falco sparverius    1      2       

Merlin Falco columbarius 2 1 1      1        

Peregrine Falco peregrinus 1   1   1          

Pheasant Phasianus colchicus 1  24 2             

Spruce Grouse  Falcipennis canadensis          1 1      

Black-bellied (Grey) Plover Pluvialis squatarola 20 1 8   5 40 45 35        

American Golden Plover Pluvialis dominica  1 2              

Semipalmated Plover Charadrius semipalmatus 50   7   6 25 3        

Greater Yellowlegs Tringa melanoleuca 1     2 15 6 5        

Lesser Yellowlegs Tringa flavipes 4  2    6 10 4  4      

Spotted Sandpiper Actitus macularia 4     1 1 1    1     

Willet Catoptrophorus semipalmatus       1 1         

Hudsonian Godwit Limosa haemastica       3          

Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres       3 1         

Red Knot Calidris canutus        20         

Sanderling Calidris alba 4  1 14   60 22         
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  September 2006 

Common name Scientific name 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 1 

Semipalmated Sandpiper Calidris pusilla 60      12 15         

Least Sandpiper Calidris minutilla 4                

White-rumped Sandpiper Calidris fuscicollis 6       1         

Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea        2         

Pectoral Sandpiper Calidris melanotos 2                

Dunlin  Calidirs alpina   2 2   3 21         

Pomarine Jaeger (Skua) Stercorarius pomarinus 1                

Parasitic Jaeger (Arctic Skua) Stercorarius parasiticus  2 1              

Bonaparte's Gull Larus philadelphia            300 500 4   

Ring-billed Gull Larus delawarensis 100 1 3  6 12 8 15 20  60 200 300 100 25  

Herring Gull Larus argentatus 80 500 100 50 50 40 50 30 30  50 6 8 25   

Lesser Black-backed Gull * Larus fuscus 1                

Greater Black-backed Gull Larus marinus 20 30 80 50 40 15 20 32 16  24 4  1   

Sabine’s Gull * Xema sabini                 

Black-legged Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla 200 500 400    2     200     

Caspian Tern Sterna caspia 3                

Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea  4     60          

Common Murre (Guillemot) Uria aalge            2     

Black Guillemot Cepphus grylle 12 6 8  2            

Atlantic Puffin Fratercula arctica 4 25 20              

Feral Pigeon Columba livia 30 20 25  15 30 4 10   30 6 20 6 30  

Mourning Dove Zenaida macroura 20 15 15 5 1 6 3 2   1   5 2  

Northern Saw-whet Owl Aegolius acadicus            2     

Belted Kingfisher Megaceryle alcyon  1 2 1   1    1  h    

Downy Woodpecker Picoides pubescens h h   h     2   4 1   

Hairy Woodpecker Picoides villosus      1       1 1   

Three-toed Woodpecker Picoides tridactylus             2    

Black-backed Woodpecker Picoides arcticus        1         

Northern Flicker  Colaptes auratus 2 1 6 2   2    4      

Least Flycatcher Empidonax minimus   1              

Blue-headed Vireo Vireo solitarius   1  1 1 1           
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  September 2006 

Common name Scientific name 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 1 

Philadelphia Vireo Vireo philadelphicus 2         1       

Red-eyed Vireo Vireo olivaceus  2 2 1 2 2           

Grey Jay Perisoreus canadensis          8       

Blue Jay Cyanocitta cristata 2 4 4 1 2 5 3 5  2     6  

American Crow Corvus brachyrhynchos 40 10 8 10 25 20 15 28 6  100 30 25 20 40  

Common Raven  Corvus corax 3 2 3 6 4 4 5 8   3 6 4 3   

Horned Lark (Shore Lark) Eremophila alpestris        17    500 30    

Black-capped Chickadee Parus atricapillus 30 20 25 16 17 20 12 h  3 2 6 8 6 4  

Boreal Chickadee Parus hudsonicus      h           

Red-breasted Nuthatch Sitta canadensis   1 1  h    3 1 2 6 2   

Winter Wren Troglodytes troglodytes   1 1          1   

Golden-crowned Kinglet Regulus satrapa h h 8 6 10 14 10 4  6 6 2 4 1   

Ruby-crowned Kinglet Regulus calendula      3 2    1    1  

Hermit Thrush Catharus guttatus    2  2 1          

American Robin Turdus migratorius  2 1 17  1 1 1 1     3   

Grey Catbird Dumetella carolinensis  2 3 1  h 1          

European Starling Sturnus vulgaris 20 40 20 6 12 30 20 12 15  20   20 100  

Buff-bellied (American) Pipit Anthus rubescens         7   60 20    

Cedar Waxwing Bombycilla cedrorum 30 10 12 80 25 1 25  10  12      

Nashville Warbler Vermivora ruficapilla  1 1 3             

Northern Parula Parula americana 1   2  1 1          

Yellow Warbler Dendroica petechia   1              

Magnolia Warbler Dendroica magnolia     1  1      1    

Black-throated Blue Warbler Dendroica caerulescens         2        

Yellow-rumped Warbler Dendroica coronata 30 2 4   2 100 12  8 2 20 40 6 4  

Black-throated Green Warbler Dendroica virens 2  2  6 3           

Blackburnian Warbler Dendroica fusca     1            

Palm Warbler Dendroica palmarum      2           

Blackpoll Warbler Dendroica striata 1   2 1            

Black-and-white Warbler Mniotilta varia    2 1 1           

Common Yellowthroat Geothlypis trichas  1 4 2 2 1 1          
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  September 2006 

Common name Scientific name 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 1 

Wilson's Warbler Wilsonia pusilla       1          

Savannah Sparrow Passerculus sandwichensis 8 2  20 3 2 15 50 60  1  1    

Fox Sparrow Passerella iliaca           1      

Song Sparrow Melospiza melodia 6  2 2  8 3          

Lincoln's Sparrow Melospiza lincolnii  1 1        3      

White-throated Sparrow Zonotrichia albicollis  1 10 5  2 5 2  1 4 1   1  

White-crowned Sparrow Zonotrichia leucophrys           4 1 10 8   

Dark-eyed Junco Junco hyemalis 3  2 2 2     4 12 15 12    

Red-winged Blackbird Agelaius phoeniceus               300  

Rusty Blackbird Euphagus carolinus           15      

Common Grackle Quiscalus quiscula      1           

Rose-breasted Grosbeak Pheucticus ludovicianus  1               

Purple Finch Carpodacus purpureus      1           

White-winged (Two-barred) Crossbill  Loxia leucoptera          40   2    

Pine Siskin Carduelis pinus          2   2    

American Goldfinch Carduelis tristris 8 3 3   4        2   

House Sparrow Passer domesticus               12  
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Mammals 

  September 2006 

Common name Scientific name 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 1 

Striped Skunk Mephitis mephitis            1     

Harbour Seal Phoca vitulina 10 50 4  3            

Grey Seal Halichoerus grypus  2     9    4 6 2    

Woodchuck (Groundhog) Marmota monax            1     

Eastern Chipmunk Tamias striatus          1 1  1 5   

Eastern Grey Squirrel Sciurus carolinensis               5  

Red Squirrel Tamiasciurus hudsonicus 6  3 2 12 5    5 4   2 1  

Beaver Castor canadensis             1 1   

Snowshoe Hare Lepus americanus          1       

Whitetail Deer Odocoileus virginianus        1 7  2   1   

Moose Alces alces      2   3 6       

Beluga  Delphinapterus leucas            25  4   

Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena 50 40 30              

Finback Whale Balaenoptera physalus            2     

Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata 1           5 4    

North Atlantic Right Whale Eubalaena glacialis  20 10              

Basking Shark Cetorhinus maximus  8 1              

Brown Rat Rattus norvegicus    1              

 


