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Tour participants: Kevin Elsby (leader) with two Naturetrek clients 

Day 1 Sunday 24th March 

Kevin met the two clients at San Jose airport, and then transferred to the comfortable Hotel Bougainvillea in 

Heredia, about a 30 minute drive from the airport. After checking in and dinner it was time to recover from the 

long flight. 

Day 2 Monday 25th March 

Weather – clear and dry at dawn. Later, increasing cloud and low mist and intermittent 

rain. Humid at Selva Verde.  

After breakfast, our local guide, Erik and our driver for the holiday, Carlos met us at the hotel reception and we 

left for our first destination, the Selva Verde Hotel. We had a large vehicle which gave us a great deal of space 

and was very comfortable.  

 

About 40 minutes after leaving the Hotel Bougainvillea we arrived at El Tapir, site of a former butterfly garden. 

Soon we started to see a good variety of birds, with the main interest being in a succession of hummingbirds 

coming to feed on the abundant Vervain flowers present.  

 

The two commonest species were Violet-headed and Rufous-tailed. Hummingbirds. We found it amusing to 

watch the interaction between these territorial species, each vying for their own ‘patch’ of flowers.  

 

Then we spotted one of the main target species, a fine male Black-crested Coquette. This diminutive species was 

perched on a dead snag. On close examination it looked as if it was an avian punk rocker with an amazing ‘hair 

style’ provided by extenuated fine feathers on its head. After a prolonged bout of preening, during which time we 

all got excellent images, it flew away and wasn’t seen again.  

 

We then waited for an hour or so, anticipating the second of our two main target species, the aptly named 

Snowcap Hummingbird. We found two females and, although delightfully tiny, we particularly wanted to see a 

male and we had to wait some time until, eventually, an adult male made his appearance. He didn’t stay long, and 

didn’t perch at all so we had to be content with in-flight shots. He looked so different from the two females, 

with his pure white head feathers, contrasting with the purplish brown of the rest of his body.  

 

We enjoyed our time here, and in between showers, were able to obtain very respectable images of a variety of 

species. We also photographed a lizard which was taking shelter from a shower. 

 

Continuing on our journey, we reached Selva Verde in time for lunch. After this, we drove a short distance from 

the hotel for a walk in the afternoon and saw a variety of birds in a short time including Northern Crested 

Caracara, Tropical Kingbird, a couple of noisy Grey-headed Chachalacas and a pair of nest building Slaty 

Spinetails.  



Costa Rica - A Wildlife Photography Tour  Tour Report 

 

 

2  © Naturetrek     June 19 
 

Day 3 Tuesday 26th March 

Weather – dry sunny and hot. 

We had a pre-breakfast walk in the grounds of the hotel, then departed at 8 o’clock for the research centre at La 

Selva, run by the Organisation for Tropical Studies (OTS) where there is a large area of primary rain forest, and 

we enjoyed a long walk along one of the many trails this site has to offer. It was hot and sticky, but there were 

many rewards in the birds and other wildlife we encountered, as well as the wonderful photographic 

opportunities. It was very much a slow walk, as we kept stopping as each new bird presented itself for the 

camera. Not that we were only interested in photographing birds - not a bit of it. We also spent time recording 

the many insects on film, including lovely butterflies, dragonflies, and some of the many ants including the 

seemingly ubiquitous leaf cutter ants. Among the bird highlights were a pair of Pale-billed Woodpeckers, 

Golden-winged Warbler, Long-tailed Tyrant (one of the more easily identifiable species of flycatcher to be found 

in this part of the world), Slaty-tailed Trogon, a Rufous-tailed Jacamar with insect prey in its beak and a 

Cinnamon Becard.  

 

Non-bird photo highlights including some gorgeous white Tent-making Bats, a Green Basilisk lizard and a 

Green Iguana.  

 

By noon it was too hot to carry on and we made our way back to Selva Verde for lunch and some down time.  

 

Refreshed, we returned to La Selva for more in the mid-afternoon, this time enjoying camera time with 

Chestnut-headed Oropendola, Black-faced Grosbeaks and some Social Flycatchers, among other species.  

 

We returned to Selva Verde to recharge our batteries in readiness for tomorrow. 

Day 4 Wednesday 27th March 

Weather – dry to start with, then heavy but brief shower mid-morning. Dry but cloudy in the 

afternoon 

We had another visit to OTS today and in the morning we took a walk near the football pitch, and again strolled 

leisurely along, pausing with plenty of time to photograph subjects as they presented themselves. One such event 

included a pair of relatively large Crested Guans which flew over our heads, low down, and landed on the 

football pitch.  

 

A selection of woodcreepers and tanagers were present, and we had simply wonderful views of a pair of Broad-

billed Motmots, the male of which presented the female with two food items – all duly recorded by the group on 

film cards.  

 

The morning stroll was cut short by a shower and we took refuge under a shelter before returning to the coach 

and lunch back at Selva Verde. 

 

The rain had stopped in the afternoon so we returned for another walk at OTS, this time crossing the (wobbly) 

chain bridge over the Sarapiqui river. However, before we got that far we spotted a Hoffman’s Two-toed Sloth 
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which gave us a great opportunity to get some shots. This individual was moving surprisingly fast for its species 

and we had to work fast to keep up with it! 

 

We wanted to find some snakes this afternoon, including the beautiful Eyelash Palm Pit Viper, but, in spite of 

our efforts, we were unlucky. However, we found some Collared Peccaries, a pig-like mammal, which roam in 

the forest. In addition we had excellent views of a Great Tinamou, reminiscent of a pheasant or turkey, 

scratching for food on the forest floor in the increasing gloom of late afternoon.  

 

We eventually called it a day, and returned to Selva Verde. However, our photography had not ended for the day, 

as we did find a snake, a small (3 feet long) Boa Constrictor, resting on the covered walkway from our rooms to 

the dining area.  

Day 5 Thursday 28th March 

Weather – dry, sunny and hot. 

Today we had a very early start, leaving Selva Verde at 5:30 after a quick light breakfast. First stop was the 

Braulio Carrillo National Park. We arrived after about an hour and spent the next couple of hours or so 

wandering in the area near the car park. In spite of the noise of the traffic on the nearby road, we were able to 

see some exciting wildlife including a Squirrel Cuckoo, some Carmiol’s Tanagers, Yellow-throated Toucan, Bay-

headed Tanager and a gorgeous male Black and Yellow Tanager. In a nearby dead tree, we spotted several 

Greater Sac-winged Bats in a daytime roost. One of the bats made regular forays out of the roost.  

 

Next, it was on to the Cope Arte feeding station, in the garden of talented bird artist, Cope. He has made his 

garden into a great bird feeding area, attracting a wide variety of birds to his feeders. We had a most enjoyable 

time here, photographing Great-tailed Grackle, Wood Thrush, Scarlet-rumped Tanager, Red-legged 

Honeycreeper and Black-cheeked Woodpecker. Hummingbirds were very much in evidence and we had White-

necked Jacobins, Rufous-tailed Hummingbird, Crowned Woodnymph and Long-billed Hermit, among others. 

However, the star of the hummingbird show was a single White-tipped Sicklebill hummingbird, which was 

feeding on heliconia flowers. Sicklebill is a rare bird to find in Costa Rica and we all enjoyed this one.  

 

As if that wasn’t enough, a tiny American Pygmy Kingfisher put in an appearance long enough for us to get 

some shots.  

 

Next, we headed off to some nearby woods, and saw some more Tent-making Bats, then a single adult 

Spectacled Owl at its daytime roost. It was a most impressive bird and we all had a great time photographing it. 

Finally, we stopped at the roadside to see and record a Great Potoo which was standing on a stump of a tree. It’s 

colour matched that of the bark of the tree. It was asleep, being nocturnal, and we left it to slumber on as we 

made our way back to the hotel.  

 

Again, the photography didn’t stop there, as Kevin found a most impressive insect, a Harlequin Beetle, which 

had been attracted to some light near our rooms. Its body was about 6cm long, but its antennae and legs 

extended well beyond this. In addition it was most beautifully patterned.  
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Day 6 Friday 29th March 

Weather – heavy overnight rain last night. Cloudy with showers in daytime. 

We had a leisurely breakfast this morning, before checking out of Selva Verde and making our way to our next 

destination for four nights, the Laguna de Lagarto lodge, near the Nicaraguan border.  

 

We made several stops along the way, whenever a photographic or wildlife watching opportunity came along. 

We saw flocks of Broad-winged Hawks on their migration north to North America. A single Peregrine Falcon 

and Roadside Hawk were other subjects for us. As we approached Laguna de Lagarto, we found single Great 

Egret, Green Heron and Bare-throated Tiger Heron on one small pond.  

 

Arriving at the Laguna de Lagarto, one is immediately met with the sight of numerous colourful birds coming to 

the very well laid out fruit feeders and perches, set up for photographers. Almost as soon as the bus wheels had 

stopped, and before we had actually checked in, we were photographing Yellow-throated Toucans, Brown-

hooded Parrots, Montezuma Oropendolas, Red-legged Honeyeaters and Collared Aracaris. That was after taking 

our time to get shots of a very obliging Northern Jacana walking on the short turf nearby.  

 

It was time for lunch and Kevin suggested a visit to a nearby garden for some multi-flash hummingbird 

photography. This technique, which has no harmful effects on the birds, uses several flash guns, set on the 

lowest power output, to freeze the action of the hummingbirds in flight.  

 

After setting up his equipment, we all had a great time taking it in turns to get shots which would be impossible 

without the use of multiple flash guns. It truly is an addictive way of wildlife photography and we stayed almost 

till dusk.  

 

While one of the group was using the flash system, there was plenty of other action to keep the rest of us 

occupied. More Yellow-throated Toucans and Collared Aracaris were present, as were Olive-backed Euphonias, 

Shining Honeycreepers and House Wrens. 

 

We left for the short drive back to the lodge and to review our images.  

Day 7 Saturday 30th March 

Weather – generally cloudy with some sunny periods. 

After a spell photographing birds coming to the feeding station on the veranda, we made the short journey along 

the road from the lodge to a glass-fronted hide, purpose-built for photography. The glass is one-way, meaning 

that we, as naturalists, can see out, whilst the wildlife cannot see us. 

 

Our target bird here was the majestic King Vulture. This is the only hide in the Americas where one can come so 

close to this incredible bird. The site is baited with a carcass. Immediately on entering the hide we could see that 

three adult King Vultures were already present, together with 50 or more American Black Vultures.  
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We soon got to work with our cameras. Photographing through glass may seem a bit awkward, as far as the light 

is concerned, but it is easy to do and if one has a tripod to rest one’s camera and lens on, and the images are pin 

sharp. 

 

During the course of a couple of hours, a great number of shots were obtained, and the three adults were joined 

by five juveniles and we were able to see the varied plumages of these young birds which were of different ages.  

 

Eventually, ‘vultured out’, we left them to it and returned to the lodge for a cooling drink and lunch. By now it 

was very warm indeed so we spent the afternoon sitting at the photography platform. 

 

In the late afternoon, Kevin set up his multi-flash system in a patch of dense forest a short walk from the lodge. 

A suitable flower was positioned using clamps and then we waited until it got dark when the flower was visited 

by several nectar-feeding bats. Using sugar solution as bait on the flowers, the technique we used was identical to 

capturing the hummingbirds in flight. Here, though, the added difficulty was that it was pitch black and one had 

to guess when to press the shutter on the camera to record a bat as it swooped in for a drink, before it almost 

instantly flew away. By each of us using our own cameras, and Kevin attaching the trigger necessary to fire the 

flashes on each camera, we all got some excellent results and were able to share in this excitement. We had a 

break to get dinner then returned for more action in the forest after dinner.  

Day 8 Sunday 31st March 

Weather – dry, sunny, hot and humid. 

Today, after breakfast, we went on a boat trip on the nearby San Carlos river. We cruised downstream in the 

direction of the Nicaraguan border, pausing to stop, watch, and most importantly photograph, wildlife of interest 

as we did so.  

 

We saw several American Crocodiles of varying dimensions. A flock of six Little Blue Herons, in typical pale 

blue plumage, contrasted with several juveniles in almost pure white. Three Green Herons, a couple of Snowy 

Egrets, a single Great Blue Heron and some Western Cattle Egrets also added to the heron theme. However, it 

was a very obliging Roseate Spoonbill perched in a tree overhanging the river which provided us with great 

photo opportunities. It is not a common bird in this part of Costa Rica and we all enjoyed our time with it.  

 

Further on, a group of bats were clinging to a riverside tree, low down, and were shaking, at the same rate that 

the reflected river water was shimmering off the tree itself. An amazing example of behaviour. Several iguanas 

were seen and also a good number of Amazon and Green Kingfishers. 

 

We were accompanied on our journey by Mangrove Swallows, looking for all the world like House Martins from 

back home, and giving us a flavour perhaps of what to expect when we return to the UK in early spring.  

 

Three noisy Southern Lapwings appeared on a sand spit in the middle of the river, and a few Spotted Sandpipers 

were about – one actually in the full breeding dress after which it is named. A skulking Northern Waterthrush 

proved too elusive for the camera. 
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Soon, it was time to turn back upriver and enjoy a cooling breeze as we sped back to our berth. Returning to the 

lodge, we relaxed on the balcony, enjoying yet more close-up and in your face photography with toucans, 

oropendolas, tanagers, honeycreepers etc.. 

 

In the mid-afternoon our local guide, Erik, led a short walk through the grounds where among other things, a 

Grey-necked Wood Rail was seen and photographed. 

 

Since everyone had enjoyed the bat photography so much yesterday, Kevin arranged another session in the 

forest in the evening today. Once again, it proved highly popular, and we used two different flowers to attract 

the mammals on this occasion. 

 

Another highly successful day.  

Day 9 Monday 1st April 

Weather – dry sunny and hot with high humidity 

We spent today in the area around Laguna de Lagarto lodge. First, we went to see a male Red-capped Manakin at 

a lek in the nearby forest. Before we got there, however, we paused on the road to watch a troop of White-

throated Capuchin Monkeys, moving in the canopy. They leapt across the road above us, from one tree to the 

next and it was a great sight to see. We were lucky enough to capture the action with our cameras as they did so. 

Some appeared more hesitant at leaping the distance involved than others, but eventually all made it across 

safely. 

 

Then we entered the forest ourselves and walked the short distance to where the Manakin was perched on a 

branch above us. He did not seem at all bothered by our presence and he entertained us with his display at the 

lek, even revealing the bright yellow upper thighs that he has! Once we had had enough of this bird, we left the 

forest, got back on the bus and headed to some arable countryside nearby, where we were able to see and 

photograph both Red-winged and Red-breasted Blackbirds. They are not related to the blackbirds we are familiar 

with in the UK, but they have similar names to ours. 

 

Among the other variety of birds we saw were Groove-billed Anis, by now panting in the hot sun, as well as 

both Great Green and Scarlet Macaws – the latter a pair in their nest in a dead tree stump.  

 

We returned to the lodge after a productive morning’s photography and had a cooling drink before having 

another session of hummingbird photography at a nearby feeding station. Once again we were entertained by 

Rufous-tailed Hummingbird, White-necked Jacobin and Green-breasted Mango. There was a supporting cast of 

birds at the fruit feeders including several tanagers and parakeets as well as the ubiquitous and ever entertaining 

Montezuma Oropendolas, one male of which was in fine form with his display. 
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Day 10 Tuesday 2nd April 

Weather – dry sunny and hot in the lowlands, cooler in the highlands 

Today, we left Laguna de Laguna de Lagarto for our next destination, the Savegre Mountain Lodge, set in the 

beautiful Savegre valley. We paused for birds as we climbed up over the eastern (Caribbean) mountain side, close 

to the Poas volcano. We stopped for coffee and a snack at a hummingbird feeding station overlooking a deep 

valley and with a splendid view of a waterfall. Here, we encountered one of only three species of birds endemic 

to Costa Rica, the Coppery-headed Emerald hummingbird. Then we carried on down to the central valley, via 

the continental divide, and had lunch at a restaurant just outside San Jose.  

 

We carried on our journey, then just before arriving at our hotel, we joined another birding group who were 

looking at that most desirable of Costa Rican birds, the Resplendent Quetzal. It is not hard to see why the 

ancient Mayan civilisation worshipped this bird as being the most beautiful in the world. With his elongated 

tertial wing feathers stretching up to a metre, the male is an awe inspiring sight. We saw both male and female at 

the nest in a nearby tree. This was a fitting afternoon encounter after our long journey. However, we were 

grateful for the cooler temperatures that occur at this altitude (our hotel is at 7,100 feet), and it made a refreshing 

change from the humidity and heat of Laguna de Lagarto.  

Day 11 Wednesday 3rd April 

Weather – some cloud, and cool with a strong easterly breeze much of the day 

We began the day with a pre-breakfast walk around the well-appointed gardens of the Hotel Savegre. There were 

numerous flowers in bloom, providing a ready source of food for the many nectarivorous birds. Prime among 

these were the new hummingbirds for us. We soon located our first Scintillant Hummingbirds – tiny waifs, and 

on average the second smallest birds on earth. We watched amazed as these insect-sized gems darted from 

flower to flower to get energy for the day ahead. Accompanying them were several Talamanca Hummingbirds 

(previously known as Magnificent Hummingbird). A waxwing-like male Long-tailed Silky Flycatcher was busy 

gobbling up berries on a nearby bush. Then a pair of wonderfully named Flame-coloured Tanagers appeared.  

 

We walked a little way into some nearby forest and saw our first Ruddy-crowned Nightingale Thrush, before 

deciding it was time for our own breakfast.  

 

After this, our local guide, Erik, led the clients on a walk in the hills above the hotel, and another Resplendent 

Quetzal was seen, together with a Blue-throated Toucanet, as well as a host of other woodland birds.  

 

In the afternoon, we drove back up to the head of the valley to the main road, and turned right and headed to 

the infamous Cerro de la Muerte, translated as ‘road of death’. We were aiming for a site off the road, near some 

radio masts. We got out of the bus here and determined to walk slowly – we were now at over 11,000 feet and it 

was a bit of an effort not to feel slightly short of breath. However, we were all fine by doing this and one of our 

target species, the Volcano Junco, was soon sighted. Looking rather like an oversized Dunnock with a staring 

yellow eye, this species has evolved to live above the treeline at this altitude in the paramo.  
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We were unsuccessful in finding our other target bird here so that would have to wait. The views from the top of 

the mountain were spectacular and it was well worth the effort of zig-zagging up the road from the hotel just for 

that.  

 

It was now getting late so we made our way back down the mountain to the comfort of our hotel. Over dinner 

we had an amazing experience as we saw a rare mammal in the form of a Cacomistle, reminiscent of a lemur or 

racoon from the restaurant window. 

Day 12 Thursday 4th April 

Weather – dry but cloudy and less wind.  

Across the valley from our hotel, a hummingbird feeding station has been set up, which gives fantastically close 

views of these flying gems. To reach it, you have to go in a four-wheel drive vehicle. The site lies about 300 feet 

above the elevation of the hotel.  

 

We were driven there to spend the morning and afternoon trying to get good shots of the hummingbirds, as well 

as the suite of other birds which visit the other feeders in the garden.  

 

It is a well-designed feeding area and affords excellent views across the valley.  

 

We were well rewarded with point blank views of several species of hummingbirds, all of which were coming to 

the sugar solution put out for them. By using his multiple flash techniques, and artificial backgrounds, Kevin set 

his system in order that everyone could obtain photos of the hummingbirds in flight, revealing the exquisite 

detail in the plumage and behaviour of these birds which, quite frankly, cannot be appreciated by the human eye 

due to their speed of action. 

 

We were joined at the feeding station by Large-footed Finches, Long-tailed Silky Flycatchers, Tennessee Warbler 

and Acorn Woodpeckers among others. Some spiny lizards and a selection of insects also held our photographic 

attention. We broke for lunch, returning to the hotel, before enjoying a second afternoon session. 

Day 13 Friday 5th April 

Weather – overnight heavy rain, morning drizzle which abated.  

We left our base for the last three nights, to begin our return to San Jose. Our first stop at the top of the valley 

was at the Los Quetzales National Park. 

 

In short order, we had located the second of our target birds from the paramo – a couple of Timberline Wrens. 

They proved very elusive but some shots of them were obtained. We also found our first Black-billed 

Nightingale Thrushes and Black and Yellow Silky Flycatchers (or Phainopeplas as they are now known).  

 

We based ourselves for the rest of the day at the Paraiso Quetzales, a little nearer to San Jose. Here we had a very 

enjoyable time exploring the trails and grounds, and saw Collared Whitestart, Yellow-thighed Finch, Golden-

browed Chlorophonia and a pair of Black-cheeked Woodpeckers feeding a chick with large grubs.  
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We also had another excellent session with hummingbird flash photography. This site was however even more 

special than the others we had been to. The sheer numbers of birds present was bewildering. Great fun was had 

holding small feeders which the birds would without fear sit on, some birds even sitting on our fingers while 

feeding.  

 

The photography was special as well, with Scintillant, Fiery-throated and Talamanca Hummingbirds stealing the 

show.  

 

We finished our photography at lunchtime and then, regrettably, began to make our way down the mountain to 

our hotel in San Jose, prior to our flights home.  

 

However, there was still opportunities to see new birds in the beautiful grounds of the hotel and we succeeded in 

seeing a Lesson’s Motmot as well as a couple of White-eared Ground Sparrows before dinner. 

 

Even though this was a photography-themed trip, we amassed a total of 254 species of birds in our two weeks, 

including 31species of hummingbird. We had seen a good deal of the country and the culture, and stayed at some 

remarkable lodges, while meeting some wonderful conservation-minded people. 

 

On top of all that, we had taken some excellent photos to return to the UK with. 

Day 14 Saturday 6th April 

Arrival back in the UK 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  

 

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
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Species Lists 

Birds (✓=recorded but not counted; E = Endemic / N = Near Endemic) 

   March/April 

  Common name Scientific name 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 1 2 3 4 5 

1 Great Tinamou Tinamus major   ✓ ✓       ✓ ✓         

2 Muscovy Duck Cairina moschata         ✓   ✓           

3 Grey-headed Chachalaca Ortalis cinereiceps ✓                       

4 Crested Guan Penelope purpurascens ✓ ✓                     

5 Great Curassow Crax rubra           ✓             

6 Spotted Wood Quail Odontophorus guttatus                   ✓     

7 Green Ibis Mesembrinibis cayennensis     ✓       ✓           

8 Roseate Spoonbill Platalea ajaja             ✓           

9 Fasciated Tiger Heron Tigrisoma fasciatum     ✓                   

10 Bare-throated Tiger Heron Tigrisoma mexicanum       ✓ ✓   ✓           

11 Boat-billed Heron Cochlearius cochlearius     ✓                   

12 Green Heron Butorides virescens         ✓   ✓           

13 Western Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis ✓       ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓       

14 Great Blue Heron Ardea herodias             ✓           

15 Great Egret Ardea alba         ✓   ✓           

16 Little Blue Heron Egretta caerulea   ✓ ✓       ✓           

17 Snowy Egret Egretta thula     ✓       ✓           

18 Anhinga Anhinga anhinga   ✓     ✓   ✓           

19 Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

20 Black Vulture Coragyps atratus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

21 King Vulture Sarcoramphus papa ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓             

22 Western Osprey Pandion haliaetus       ✓ ✓               

23 White-tailed Kite Elanus leucurus ✓       ✓               

24 Grey-headed Kite Leptodon cayanensis   ✓                     

25 Swallow-tailed Kite Elanoides forficatus                       ✓ 

26 Double-toothed Kite Harpagus bidentatus   ✓                     

27 Common Black Hawk Buteogallus anthracinus   ✓                     

28 Barred Hawk Morphnarchus princeps   ✓                     

29 Roadside Hawk Rupornis magnirostris         ✓               
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   March/April 

  Common name Scientific name 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 1 2 3 4 5 

30 White Hawk Pseudastur albicollis   ✓             ✓       

31 Broad-winged Hawk Buteo platypterus ✓ ✓     ✓               

32 Red-tailed Hawk Buteo jamaicensis                   ✓     

33 Grey Hawk Buteo plagiatus ✓           ✓ ✓ ✓       

34 Grey-necked Wood Rail Aramides cajaneus             ✓           

35 Uniform Crake Amaurolimnas concolor             ✓           

36 Purple Gallinule Porphyrio martinica         ✓               

37 Southern Lapwing Vanellus chilensis             ✓           

38 Northern Jacana Jacana spinosa         ✓   ✓           

39 Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularius   ✓ ✓       ✓           

40 Band-tailed Pigeon Patagioenas fasciata                   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

41 Pale-vented Pigeon Patagioenas cayennensis       ✓                 

42 Red-billed Pigeon Patagioenas flavirostris ✓       ✓               

43 Short-billed Pigeon Patagioenas nigrirostris ✓ ✓ ✓                   

44 Inca Dove Columbina inca ✓                       

45 Ruddy Ground Dove Columbina talpacoti   ✓ ✓         ✓         

46 Blue Ground Dove Claravis pretiosa               ✓         

47 White-tipped Dove Leptotila verreauxi           ✓   ✓         

48 Grey-chested Dove Leptotila cassinii   ✓                     

49 White-winged Dove Zenaida asiatica ✓                   ✓   

50 Groove-billed Ani Crotophaga sulcirostris ✓       ✓   ✓ ✓         

51 Squirrel Cuckoo Piaya cayana   ✓ ✓                   

52 Spectacled Owl Pulsatrix perspicillata       ✓                 

53 Pauraque Nyctidromus albicollis       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓         

54 Great Potoo Nyctibius grandis       ✓                 

55 White-collared Swift Streptoprocne zonaris ✓   ✓             ✓     

56 Grey-rumped Swift Chaetura cinereiventris   ✓ ✓                   

57 Green Hermit Phaethornis guy ✓                       

58 Long-billed Hermit Phaethornis longirostris   ✓                     

59 Stripe-throated Hermit Phaethornis striigularis     ✓               ✓   

60 Green-fronted Lancebill Doryfera ludovicae ✓                       

61 Scaly-breasted Hummingbird Phaeochroa cuvierii         ✓               
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62 Violet Sabrewing Campylopterus hemileucurus ✓               ✓       

63 White-necked Jacobin Florisuga mellivora ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓     ✓         

64 Lesser Violetear Colibri cyanotus ✓                   ✓ ✓ 

65 Green-breasted Mango Anthracothorax prevostii         ✓     ✓         

66 Violet-headed Hummingbird Klais guimeti ✓                       

67 Black-crested Coquette Lophornis helenae ✓                       

68 Green Thorntail Discosura conversii ✓               ✓       

69 Fiery-throated Hummingbird - N Panterpe insignis                     ✓ ✓ 

70 Coppery-headed Emerald - E Elvira cupreiceps ✓               ✓       

71 Stripe-tailed Hummingbird Eupherusa eximia                   ✓ ✓   

72 Black-bellied Hummingbird Eupherusa nigriventris ✓                       

73 Crowned Woodnymph Thalurania colombica ✓                       

74 Rufous-tailed Hummingbird Amazilia tzacatl ✓   ✓   ✓     ✓ ✓       

75 Blue-chested Hummingbird Amazilia amabilis   ✓                     

76 Snowcap Microchera albocoronata ✓                       

77 Bronze-tailed Plumeleteer Chalybura urochrysia   ✓ ✓                   

78 Purple-throated Mountaingem Lampornis calolaemus ✓                       

79 White-throated Mountain-gem Lampornis castaneoventris                   ✓ ✓   

80 Green-crowned Brilliant Heliodoxa jacula ✓               ✓       

81 Admirable (Talamanca) Hummingbird - N Eugenes spectabilis                   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

82 Purple-crowned Fairy Heliothryx barroti ✓                       

83 Long-billed Starthroat Heliomaster longirostris ✓                       

84 Magenta-throated Woodstar - N Calliphlox bryantae ✓                       

85 Volcano Hummingbird - N Selasphorus flammula                     ✓ ✓ 

86 Scintillant Hummingbird - N Selasphorus scintilla                   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

87 White-tipped Sicklebill Eutoxeres aqula       ✓                 

88 Resplendent Quetzal Pharomachrus mocinno                 ✓ ✓     

89 Slaty-tailed Trogon Trogon massena   ✓ ✓                   

90 Black-throated Trogon Trogon rufus   ✓                     

91 Collared Trogon Trogon collaris                   ✓     

92 American Pygmy Kingfisher Chloroceryle aenea       ✓                 

93 Green Kingfisher Chloroceryle americana   ✓ ✓       ✓           
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94 Amazon Kingfisher Chloroceryle amazona   ✓ ✓       ✓           

95 Ringed Kingfisher Megaceryle torquata   ✓ ✓     ✓             

96 Lesson's Motmot Momotus lessonii                       ✓ 

97 Rufous Motmot Baryphthengus martii   ✓   ✓ ✓               

98 Broad-billed Motmot Electron platyrhynchum     ✓                   

99 Rufous-tailed Jacamar Galbula ruficauda   ✓                     

100 Prong-billed Barbet - N Semnornis frantzii                 ✓       

101 Blue-throated Toucanet Aulacorhynchus caeruleogularis                   ✓     

102 Collared Aracari Pteroglossus torquatus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       

103 Keel-billed Toucan Ramphastos sulfuratus     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       

104 Yellow-throated Toucan Ramphastos ambiguus ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓           

105 Acorn Woodpecker Melanerpes formicivorus                 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

106 Black-cheeked Woodpecker Melanerpes pucherani ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ 

107 Hoffmann's Woodpecker Melanerpes hoffmannii ✓     ✓               ✓ 

108 Hairy Woodpecker Leuconotopicus villosus                   ✓   ✓ 

109 Rufous-winged Woodpecker Piculus simplex   ✓                     

110 Chestnut-colored Woodpecker Celeus castaneus   ✓       ✓ ✓ ✓         

111 Pale-billed Woodpecker Campephilus guatemalensis   ✓ ✓                   

112 Northern Crested Caracara Caracara cheriway ✓       ✓   ✓   ✓       

113 Laughing Falcon Herpetotheres cachinnans ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       ✓         

114 Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus         ✓               

115 Merlin Falco columbarius ✓                       

116 Orange-chinned Parakeet Brotogeris jugularis         ✓               

117 Brown-hooded Parrot Pyrilia haematotis         ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓         

118 Red-lored Amazon Amazona autumnalis ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓               

119 Northern Mealy Amazon Amazona guatemalae ✓                       

120 Mealy Parrot Amazona farinosa ✓                       

121 Sulphur-winged Parakeet - N Pyrrhura hoffmanni                   ✓ ✓   

122 Olive-throated Parakeet Eupsittula nana         ✓     ✓         

123 Great Green Macaw Ara ambiguus   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓         

124 Scarlet Macaw Ara macao       ✓   ✓   ✓         

125 Finsch's Parakeet Psittacara finschi ✓ ✓                     
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126 Ruddy Treerunner - N Margarornis rubiginosus                       ✓ 

127 Buffy Tuftedcheek - N Pseudocolaptes lawrencii                 ✓       

128 Slaty Spinetail Synallaxis brachyura ✓                       

129 Wedge-billed Woodcreeper Glyphorynchus spirurus   ✓                     

130 Northern Barred Woodcreeper Dendrocolaptes sanctithomae   ✓                     

131 Cocoa Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus susurrans   ✓ ✓                   

132 Black-crowned Antshrike Thamnophilus atrinucha   ✓                     

133 Yellow-bellied Elaenia Elaenia flavogaster               ✓ ✓       

134 Mountain Elaenia Elaenia frantzii ✓               ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

135 Torrent Tyrannulet Serpophaga cinerea                   ✓     

136 Mistletoe Tyrannulet Zimmerius parvus   ✓                     

137 Ochre-bellied Flycatcher Mionectes oleagineus   ✓                     

138 Common Tody-Flycatcher Todirostrum cinereum ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓               

139 Black Phoebe Sayornis nigricans   ✓ ✓ ✓                 

140 Northern Tufted Flycatcher Mitrephanes phaeocercus ✓                       

141 Tropical Pewee Contopus cinereus ✓                       

142 Olive-sided Flycatcher Contopus cooperi ✓                       

143 Yellow-bellied Flycatcher Empidonax flaviventris   ✓                     

144 Black-capped Flycatcher Empidonax atriceps                       ✓ 

145 Long-tailed Tyrant Colonia colonus ✓ ✓                     

146 Piratic Flycatcher Legatus leucophaius ✓                       

147 Social Flycatcher Myiozetetes similis ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓         

148 Grey-capped Flycatcher Myiozetetes granadensis ✓   ✓       ✓           

149 Great Kiskadee Pitangus sulphuratus ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓           

150 Boat-billed Flycatcher Megarynchus pitangua ✓   ✓                 ✓ 

151 Tropical Kingbird Tyrannus melancholicus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       ✓         

152 Dusky-capped Flycatcher Myiarchus tuberculifer   ✓                     

153 Bright-rumped Attila Attila spadiceus   ✓ ✓                   

154 Snowy Cotinga Carpodectes nitidus   ✓                     

155 White-collared Manakin Manacus candei   ✓ ✓       ✓           

156 Red-capped Manakin Ceratopipra mentalis               ✓         

157 Black-crowned Tityra Tityra inquisitor   ✓       ✓             
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158 Masked Tityra Tityra semifasciata         ✓ ✓ ✓           

159 Cinnamon Becard Pachyramphus cinnamomeus   ✓                     

160 Philadelphia Vireo Vireo philadelphicus ✓                       

161 Yellow-green Vireo Vireo flavoviridis ✓                       

162 Black-and-yellow Phainoptila - N Phainoptila melanoxantha                 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

163 Long-tailed Silky-flycatcher - N Ptiliogonys caudatus                       ✓ 

164 Tree Swallow Tachycineta bicolor ✓                       

165 Mangrove Swallow Tachycineta albilinea             ✓           

166 Grey-breasted Martin Progne chalybea         ✓   ✓           

167 Blue-and-white Swallow Notiochelidon cyanoleuca                 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

168 Northern Rough-winged Swallow Stelgidopteryx serripennis   ✓                     

169 Southern Rough-winged Swallow Stelgidopteryx ruficollis   ✓     ✓               

170 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica             ✓           

171 Band-backed Wren Campylorhynchus zonatus   ✓                     

172 Rufous-backed Wren Campylorhynchus capistratus ✓                     ✓ 

173 Bay Wren Cantorchilus nigricapillus   ✓         ✓           

174 Stripe-breasted Wren Cantorchilus thoracicus   ✓                     

175 House Wren Troglodytes aedon ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓         

176 Timberline Wren Thryorchilus browni                       ✓ 

177 White-breasted Wood Wren Henicorhina leucosticta     ✓             ✓     

178 Grey-breasted Wood Wren Henicorhina leucophrys   ✓               ✓     

179 Black-faced Solitaire - N Myadestes melanops                       ✓ 

180 Black-billed Nightingale-Thrush - N Catharus gracilirostris                       ✓ 

181 Slaty-backed Nightingale-Thrush Catharus fuscater ✓                       

182 Ruddy-capped Nightingale-Thrush Catharus frantzii                   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

183 Swainson's Thrush Catharus ustulatus ✓                   ✓ ✓ 

184 Wood Thrush Hylocichla mustelina   ✓   ✓                 

185 Sooty Thrush Turdus nigrescens                   ✓ ✓   

186 Mountain Thrush Turdus plebejus                   ✓     

187 Clay-colored Thrush Turdus grayi ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

188 House Sparrow - I Passer domesticus         ✓               

189 Yellow-bellied Siskin Spinus xanthogastrus                 ✓       
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190 Yellow-crowned Euphonia Euphonia luteicapilla ✓                       

191 Yellow-throated Euphonia Euphonia hirundinacea               ✓         

192 Olive-backed Euphonia Euphonia gouldi         ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓         

193 Tawny-capped Euphonia Euphonia anneae ✓                       

194 Golden-browed Chlorophonia Chlorophonia callophrys                       ✓ 

195 Worm-eating Warbler Helmitheros vermivorum   ✓                     

196 Northern Waterthrush Parkesia noveboracensis             ✓           

197 Golden-winged Warbler Vermivora chrysoptera ✓ ✓                     

198 Flame-throated Warbler Oreothlypis gutturalis                 ✓       

199 Tennessee Warbler Leiothlypis peregrina ✓ ✓                 ✓ ✓ 

200 Grey-crowned Yellowthroat Geothlypis poliocephala         ✓           ✓   

201 Olive-crowned Yellowthroat Geothlypis semiflava         ✓               

202 Bay-breasted Warbler Setophaga castanea   ✓                     

203 American Yellow Warbler Setophaga aestiva ✓                       

204 Chestnut-sided Warbler Setophaga pensylvanica ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓           

205 Black-throated Green Warbler Setophaga virens                   ✓     

206 Buff-rumped Warbler Myiothlypis fulvicauda ✓     ✓                 

207 Wilson's Warbler Cardellina pusilla ✓                 ✓   ✓ 

208 Slate-throated Whitestart Myioborus miniatus ✓                       

209 Collared Whitestart Myioborus torquatus                       ✓ 

210 Chestnut-headed Oropendola Psarocolius wagleri   ✓                     

211 Montezuma Oropendola Psarocolius montezuma ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       

212 Scarlet-rumped Cacique Cacicus microrhynchus           ✓             

213 Baltimore Oriole Icterus galbula ✓         ✓ ✓ ✓         

214 Black-cowled Oriole Icterus prosthemelas   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓           

215 Red-winged Blackbird Agelaius phoeniceus         ✓     ✓         

216 Giant Cowbird Molothrus oryzivorus             ✓           

217 Bronzed Cowbird Molothrus aeneus               ✓         

218 Shiny Cowbird Molothrus bonariensis   ✓                     

219 Melodious Blackbird Dives dives ✓           ✓         ✓ 

220 Red-breasted Blackbird Leistes militaris               ✓         

221 Great-tailed Grackle Quiscalus mexicanus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓       ✓ 
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222 Bananaquit Coereba flaveola ✓ ✓     ✓     ✓         

223 Rufous-collared Sparrow Zonotrichia capensis ✓               ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

224 Volcano Junco Junco vulcani                     ✓   

225 White-eared Ground Sparrow Melozone leucotis                       ✓ 

226 Orange-billed Sparrow Arremon aurantiirostris ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓               

227 Chestnut-capped Brushfinch Arremon brunneinucha                   ✓     

228 Sooty-faced Finch Arremon crassirostris ✓                       

229 Large-footed Finch Pezopetes capitalis                     ✓   

230 Yellow-thighed Finch Pselliophorus tibialis                   ✓     

231 Common Bush Tanager Chlorospingus flavopectus ✓             ✓         

232 Sooty-capped Bush Tanager - N Chlorospingus pileatus                   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

233 Carmiol's Tanager Chlorothraupis carmioli       ✓                 

234 Passerini's Tanager Ramphocelus passerinii ✓ ✓ ✓       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

235 Blue-grey Tanager Thraupis episcopus ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

236 Palm Tanager Thraupis palmarum     ✓   ✓ ✓             

237 Emerald Tanager Tangara florida ✓                       

238 Silver-throated Tanager Tangara icterocephala ✓                 ✓ ✓ ✓ 

239 Speckled Tanager Tangara guttata ✓                       

240 Bay-headed Tanager Tangara gyrola       ✓                 

241 Golden-hooded Tanager Tangara larvata ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓         

242 Spangle-cheeked Tanager Tangara dowii ✓                       

243 Blue Dacnis Dacnis cayana     ✓                   

244 Shining Honeycreeper Cyanerpes lucidus   ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓         

245 Red-legged Honeycreeper Cyanerpes cyaneus   ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓         

246 Green Honeycreeper Chlorophanes spiza   ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓         

247 Black-and-yellow Tanager Chrysothlypis chrysomelas ✓                       

248 Slaty Flowerpiercer - N Diglossa plumbea ✓                 ✓ ✓   

249 Slate-colored Grosbeak Saltator grossus     ✓                   

250 Buff-throated Saltator Saltator maximus ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓         ✓ 

251 Blue-black Grassquit Volatinia jacarina         ✓               

252 Variable Seedeater Sporophila corvina ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓           

253 White-collared Seedeater Sporophila torqueola ✓             ✓         
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254 Yellow-faced Grassquit Tiaris olivaceus         ✓     ✓     ✓   

255 Flame-colored Tanager Piranga bidentata                   ✓ ✓   

256 Summer Tanager Piranga rubra ✓   ✓     ✓ ✓           

257 Scarlet Tanager Piranga olivacea ✓             ✓         

258 Red-throated Ant Tanager Habia fuscicauda ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓               

259 Rose-breasted Grosbeak Pheucticus ludovicianus             ✓           

260 Black-faced Grosbeak Caryothraustes poliogaster ✓ ✓                     

261 Blue-black Grosbeak Cyanocompsa cyanoides ✓                       

Mammals                           

1 Hoffmann's Two-toed Sloth  Choloepus hoffmanni     ✓                   

2 White-faced Capuchin  Cebus capuchinus               ✓         

3 Mantled Howler Monkey  Alouatta palliata   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓               

4 Central American Spider Monkey  Ateles geoffroyi           ✓             

5 Variegated Squirrel  Sciurus variegatoides ✓ ✓               ✓ ✓   

6 White-nosed Coati  Nasua narica ✓       ✓ ✓   ✓         

7 Collared Peccary  Tayassu tajacu   ✓                     

8 Coyote Canis latrans                     ✓   

9 Cacomistle Bassariscus sumichrasti                     ✓   

10 White-tailed Deer Odocoileus virginianus   ✓                     

11 Common Tent-making Bat Uroderma bilobatum   ✓                     

12 Greater Sac-winged Bat Saccopteryx bilineata       ✓                 

Reptiles & Amphibians                           

1 Marine Toad Rhinella marina       ✓                 

2 Red-eyed Leaf Frog Agalychnis callidryas   ✓                     

3 Strawberry Poison Arrow Frog Oophaga pumilio   ✓ ✓                   

4 Black River Turtle Rhinoclemmys funerea   ✓                     

5 Emerald Basilisk Basilicus plumifrons   ✓         ✓           

6 Green Iguana Iguana iguana ✓ ✓         ✓           

7 Green Tree Anole Anolis biporcatus ✓                       

8 Common House Gecko Hemidactylus frenatus ✓                       
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9 American Crocodile Crocodylus acutus             ✓           

10 Common Caiman Caiman crocodilus     ✓                   

11 Brown Basilisk Basiliscus vittatus     ✓                   

12 Boa Constrictor Boa constrictor   ✓ ✓                   

Butterflies                           

1 Carolina Satyr Hermeuptycha sosybius ✓                       

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Broad-billed Motmot Orb-web Spider Chestnut-coloured Woodpecker 


