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Tour participants: Andy Bunten and Yiannis Christofides (leaders) with 11 Naturetrek clients 

Summary 

This was a trip of some contrast – superb birding with slightly less than superb weather. These two things being, 

of course, not entirely coincidental.  

 

We were easily able to dodge most of the rain showers and they resulted in large numbers of grounded migrants. 

 

There were waders and gulls galore at the wetland sites we visited and passerines by the score at the classic sites 

around Paphos. 

 

Add a scattering of rarities – wonderful views of the endemic Scops Owl, Caspian Stonechat, Great Snipe and 

Collared Flycatcher – and even the most experienced and knowledgeable of our group were able to find birds 

new to their lists. A smattering of Black Francolins, Cyprus Wheatears, Pallid Harriers and falls of wonderful 

shiny, new Black-headed Yellow Wagtails added to our pleasure. 

 

Of course it was not only birds but the wet winter had meant that a lot of plants, especially orchids, were still 

going strong – we found all sorts including Serapias orientalis, Anacamptis syriaca, Alyssum akamasicum, Ophrys elegans, 

Ophrys sicula, Ophrys israelitica, Onosma fruticosa, Ceratonia siliqua, Biscutella didyma, Gagea graeca, Ophrys levantina, Ophrys 

flavomarginata, Anacamptis syriaca, Ranunculus paludosus – the list literally went on and on! 

 

And finally the hotels and tavernas catered almost too well for our bodily needs –the food was wonderful…. and 

plentiful. 

A great trip all round and many thanks must go to all the group for working so well together and adding so much 

expertise and experience. 

Day 1 Wednesday 27th March 

London to Larnaca 

An afternoon flight from Gatwick for most meant an arrival in Larnaca around 19.40 and getting to the hotel 

about 20.30 or so. 

 

There was a little time to drop off bags, a quick freshen up and then a walk along the coast to a local taverna. 

 

Here we had a delicious meal, almost too much for most of us, and a chance to unwind a bit and chat to each 

other before we went back to hotel and everyone could try to get a good night’s sleep in advance of the fun to 

come. 

Day 2 Thursday 28th March 

  Larnaca Salt Lakes        

The day dawned very nicely indeed with Common Swifts screaming around the hotel and after a very pleasant 

breakfast we set off the short distance to explore the local salt pans and lakes. 
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Our first brief stop was to see 20 Greater Flamingos and around 20 Black-headed Gulls then we called into a 

local bakery to pick up our lunch before heading off to the salt lakes proper. 

 

Our first main stop was to the salt lake area south of Larnaca Airport. Here we were treated to a pink sea of 

Greater Flamingos, many hundreds of them bursting into black and scarlet as they took off and flew short 

distances to recommence feeding elsewhere. Amazing beasts that fascinate no matter how often one sees them. 

Plants were present too of course and amongst those we saw were Acacia cyanophylla, Oxalis pes-caprae, Suaeda vera, 

Salicornia sp., Anagallis arvensis, Ferula communis and Plantago maritima 

 

Small birds were evidence with Chiff-chaffs and Lesser Whitethroats diligently searching through the Tamarisk 

bushes and White Wagtails bobbing around on the road in front of us. We drove on but were halted by a shout 

from the back of the bus as someone had noticed waders in a newly rain-created pool to our right. Rapidly 

retracing our footsteps we found a group of waders up to their bellies in water that took us a little while to sort 

out but it soon became apparent that we’d found 10 Marsh Sandpipers, a Spotted Redshank, a Green Sandpiper 

and a couple of Black-winged Stilts. 

 

We headed further along still and then alighted to walk to a nearby hide. Spur-winged Lapwings were at the end 

of the track but it was the site of hundreds of Yellow Wagtails that caught our attention. The majority were the 

Black-headed type but there were many Blue-headed too and possibly Grey headed -they were dashing around so 

much it was difficult to keep track. This was an amazing indication of migration happening before our very eyes. 

 

A Black Francolin was calling and some were lucky enough to see one dash across the path in front of us. The 

hide at the end overlooked a reservoir and round the edges there were more Spur-winged Lapwings, Common 

and Green Sandpipers and some Mallard and Tufted Duck. 

 

Off again and we stopped at some low, wet vegetation where lots of Ruff were moving around and feeding 

energetically. On the other side of the bus there were three Little Gulls, a Little Tern, around ten Kentish Plovers 

and one Little Stint. Back with the Ruff we were finding Greenshank, more Spotted Redshanks, Black-winged 

Stilts and some splendidly summer plumaged Slender-billed Gulls looking characteristically angular even from a 

distance. 

 

We had lunch near the desalination plant where we had more excellent views of our gulls, Greenshanks and 

Spotted Redshanks plus a solitary Northern Lapwing. Among the plants seen were Linum bienne, Bellardia trixago, 

Sarcopoterium spinosum, Allium trifoliatum 

 

Then it was off for a quick cup of coffee and toilet stop where, in the fields opposite, we saw two Stone Curlews 

- definitely a bonus. 

 

To Oroklini Marsh and the large hide there gave us great views of over 100 Shovelers, lots of Teal, three Red-

crested Pochards, five Ferruginous Ducks, a Pintail, around 100 Cattle Egret and some Black-tailed Godwits 

among plenty of other birds. 
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Our next move was to an area at the base of the Oroklini Marsh near the hotel Sveltis where we found three nice 

Garganeys, one male and two females, lots of Teal and more Spur-winged Lapwings. A rare Turtle Dove was 

seen as we left that site – we hoped for more views of this beautiful and threatened bird. 

 

Our final stop was at the salt lakes north of the airport where encountered around 30 more beautiful Slender-

billed Gulls as well as some less welcome ‘slender-proboscised’ mosquitoes. 

 

As well as the excellent bird sightings this afternoon we’d also recorded a number of plant species including 

Lathyrus annuus, Allium neapolitanum 

 

We walked to the mosque at Hala Sultan Tekkee commemorating the death of the aunt of the prophet 

Mohammed. 

 

Lots of cats thronged around hoping to be fed and planting that thought in our minds, and with day light fading, 

we headed back to the hotel for a nice buffet meal, to do the list and then pack ready for our busy day tomorrow 

Day 3 Friday 29th March 

Akrotiri Peninsular   

We left our Larnaca hotel at 08.30 and headed west in damp, and later downright wet, conditions. 

 

At Limassol we gathered our lunch from a most tempting patisserie and as the rains descended made our way to 

the first port of call – the hide at Zakiki. 

 

We scuttled quickly into the hide from were we saw six Little Egret and heard Moorhen and Cetti’s Warbler 

before Trevor spotted a Kingfisher near to a pretty obvious ‘photographic’ stick. The bird had ignored that but 

most of us got the usual Kingfisher flight views as it shot off over the reeds a moment or two later. 

 

We drove the few hundred metres further on to look at a pool which often has gulls on it and were quickly 

rewarded with a few Black-headed, a Slender-billed, some Yellow-legged, some Lesser Black-backed (thought to 

be Baltic type) and Armenian Gulls. A pretty reasonable tally. 

 

Also present was a very elegant Spoonbill, a dozen or so Black-winged Stilts and a group of domestic ducks. 

 

The rain intensifying we felt it was time for coffee so we repaired to a beach restaurant for an enjoyable 

interlude. Heads down as we entered the café the botanists found Zygophyllum album and Cakile maritima 

 

Onward down Lady’s Mile we found a whole host of different things. To begin with were a couple of Northern 

Wheatear and then we noticed a lovely small flock of Little Stints with a couple of Kentish Plover -one with a 

very smart ruddy cap. Along the coast two Sandwich Terns braved the wind and rain to fish actively just off 

shore. 

 

As we drove along more Northern Wheatears and the occasional Crested Lark appeared before we headed across 

the salt pan through small groups of Kentish plovers. 
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Two birders watching something in the distance caught our eye and following their gaze we found a very distant, 

but quite distinctive, male Pallid Harrier moving along the edge of the flats which some of the group were able to 

see through the rain drizzled glass. 

 

We took our lunch in an area with some good plants but also some vigorous bees and even more assiduous 

mosquitoes. 

 

However hardened botanists are not put off by such things and here and the area around Bishop’s Pool 

produced all sorts of delights including Anacamptis pyramidalis, Moraea sisyrinchium , Hedysarum spinosum, Trifolium 

campestre, Trifolium stellatum, Trifolium tomentosum, Notobasis syriaca, Pistacia lentiscus, Bellevalia trifoliata, Muscari comosum, 

Onobrychis crista-galli, Tragopogon sinuatus, Echium angustifolium and Thymelaea hirsute. 

 

At the lunch site both Marsh Harrier and Black Kite appeared briefly gliding over the nearby tree shelter line. 

 

We walked along the track down towards Bishop’s Pool hearing both Black Francolin and a very vigorous Cetti’s 

Warbler and had the fortune to find a really nice Bonnelli’s Warbler moving amongst the foliage.  

 

A little further on from the environmental area we had a Black Francolin calling almost from our feet but 

although we saw a Chukar explode off, the Francolin remained annoyingly hidden. 

 

Walking the final way to the pool the sun came out and we descended a few feet to view a line of trees with the 

sun behind us in which we’d previously seen some silhouetted warblers.  

 

This proved a magical few minutes as Chiff-chaffs, Lesser Whitethroats, Bonnelli’s Warblers, a beautiful Wood 

Warbler and a Sardinian Warbler all moved around in lovely light conditions. We even were able to ignore the 

mosquitoes. 

 

To the pool we quickly found a couple of Purple Herons, around 20 Black-crowned Night Herons, more 

Ferruginous Ducks, a very fine Green Sandpiper and some lovely Teal. 

 

Back to bus -accompanied by a very persistent tortoiseshell cat – we drove along the side of the salt lake where 

there were over 250 Greater Flamingos until we reached the Akrotiri hide. Here there were both White and some 

Yellow Wagtails – views weren’t great but we felt there were no Black-headed type and perhaps just Blue-headed 

and even a ‘flavissima’ type. 

 

 Near the hide were eleven Glossy Ibis giving us wonderful views and a cow that had strayed into the marsh 

came right up to the hide to let us know of her view of things. 

 

We were heading homewards now but Yiannis’ sharp eyes noticed a Black Francolin calling on top of a dung 

pile. Fabulous views of this often-elusive bird. 

 

A few minutes later we found our last new bird of the day as a Black-eared Wheatear appeared on a fence line 

close to the bus and we were able to get reasonable views of this nice male bird. 
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And so we continued west towards Paphos where we had some time to get sorted out before doing our list and 

heading off to an excellent taverna for our evening meal and talk through the excellent day’s wildlife sightings 

Day 4 Saturday 30th March 

Paphos,  

A wet day had been forecast but as it was dry when we took our lovely breakfast, we decided that visiting the 

Paphos headlands Archaeological area could be a good move as poor overnight weather may have brought 

migrants in. 

 

We drove a rather convoluted route through Paphos due to various road closures and diversions but arrived 

fairly early to be greeted by a Nightingale perched out in full view. 

 

We bought our tickets, collected our maps and made our way into this renowned site. We quickly discovered that 

we’d been right to come here this morning as migration was well and truly on with birds appearing in just about 

every direction we looked. 

 

There were hundreds of Yellow Wagtails moving around the low vegetation and warblers appearing in bushes 

everywhere. Whitethroats, female Ruppell’s Warbler, female Subalpine warbler, then a lovely male Ruppell’s 

followed by more Whitethroats. Wheatears were popping up everywhere too - first lots of Northern then the 

odd Isabelline and Beautiful Black-eared - very smart. 

 

In among the ancient walls, ruins and mozaics there were more Wheatears, Redstarts and even a Nightingale 

appearing out in the open and showing very well. 

 

As we moved very slowly through the site more Wheatears were in evidence and a very bedraggled Red- throated 

Pipit was found perched on a wire. Loads of Short-toed Larks poured in and together with Greenfinches were 

hopping around in front of us 

 

As we moved along parallel to the shore a Pallid Harrier was called out by other birders and we watched that 

before seeing a lovely Masked Shrike in a nearby bush before the re-appearance of the Harrier displaced our 

attention. 

 

We heard about a rare form of the eastern Stonechat ‘Caspian Stonechat’ with a remarkably wheatear-like tail 

pattern and found it perched not too far away in classic Stonechat manner. 

 

While we watched more Wheatears of various types put in an appearance, a nearby tree held Linnets, Meadow 

Pipit and our very smart Masked Shrike. The Pallid Harrier put in a final circuit before we moved up the mound 

to find yet more Redstarts, Wheatears and Warblers from our vantage point. 

 

The birds had been absolutely wonderful this morning but of course we hadn’t been neglecting the plants with  

Cyclamen persicum, Convolvulus althaeoides, Papaver hybridus, Aristolochia parviflora, Lathyrus blepharicarpos andVeronica 

cymbalaria all found. 
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We finally, and reluctantly, made our way out of the area at around 13.00 just when it started to rain. The rain 

was forecast to last for a little while and so we headed to a tavern for our lunch. This proved to be extremely 

good –and extremely large – and so it was a little while later that we dragged ourselves out to look for the local 

Laughing Doves that inhabit this area. A small number of the group were lucky with a quick sighting but the rest 

had to wait until later in the trip. 

 

Our next port of call was to Mandria Beach – another well-known spot for migrants to drop in. Here we found a 

pair of nesting Kestrels as well as Lesser Whitethroats in the low bushes and Tawny Pipits and Short-toed Larks 

on the grassy areas. Plants here included Limonium sinuatum, Medicago marina, Matthiola tricuspidata,  Eryngium 

maritimum, Centaurea aegialophila and Anthemis tomentosa. 

 

Then it was back to the bus and a very short drive to a picnic site where, because of all the winter rain, you’d 

have nearly needed a snorkel set to have your picnic. Lots of trees and wet flashes was obviously irresistible to 

the migrants and we found  Little Ringed Plovers, Black-winged Stilt, Ruff, Wood Sandpipers , Willow and 

Wood warbler, Chiff-chaff and Greenshank and a bird we’d heard might be present–Collared Flycatcher. What a 

day! 

Day 5 Sunday 31st March 

  Around Paphos area – Episkopi, Asproskemmos Dam, Mandria  

As the clocks had gone forward our normal 08.30 start felt just a little earlier but we were all up and ready to go 

to a bakery to collect what we needed for lunch then it was off to Episkopi Environmental Centre with Chris our 

driver 

 

There we quickly found the ‘new’ endemic Scops owl. Perched in the depths of the large tree it wasn’t an easy 

bird to find but once seen the group had great views and lots of photographs were taken. 

 

Then we had a great time looking at the plants in the gardens which included Phlomis cypria, Phlomis lunariifolia, 

Euphorbia veneris, Helichrysum conglobatum, Arum sintenisii, Styrax officinalis, Lathyrus annuus, Lathyrus ochrus, Lathyrus 

gorgonei, Lathyrus blepharicarpos and Vicia peregrine. A Sardinian Warbler had its nest with chicks close to the wall of 

the centre and seemed fairy oblivious of us as it flew in and out carrying large green caterpillars for its young. 

 

Then we went down the road a little to view some impressive cliffs where we searched, with success, for the 

resident Peregrine Falcon. It was classically perched on a triangular rock surveying its world. This site holds some 

good plants too including Polypodium cambricum, Asplenium officinarum, Verbascum levanticum and Vicia cypria which 

we admired before diving into a nearby café for a welcome mid-morning coffee and comfort stop. 

 

After our stop we drove towards Nata where, en route, we saw Common Kingfisher and Chukar and, best of all, 

Cyprus Wheatear which we all managed to see – though with varying elements of success. While watching our 

Wheatear a Stone Curlew flew past, a Black-eared Wheatear appeared and we saw the first of many Hoopoes. 

 

To Anarita Valley where rain drove us in to the bus but not before we’d seen Common Kestrel and Western 

Marsh Harrier and 2 Great Spotted Cuckoos.  
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We settled down to eat our lunch but there was a lot of activity outside – including two Tawny Pipits, Black-

eared Wheatears and a nice male Pallid Harrier. During lunch we found a nice group of 6 Cretzschmar’s 

Buntings and then a lovely Little Owl nearby perched almost invisibly on a pile of rocks. Hoopoes appeared just 

about everywhere now with groups of three or four rising form the ground and flapping along in front of us 

before dropping back onto rocks and bushes. 

  

We made our way to the Asproskemmos dam area where we found our first Paphos Blue and lovely endemic 

gladioli; here we also found a couple of Woodchat Shrike posing well on wires and almost allowing their photos 

to be taken. We looked for Cyprus Warbler but once again had no joy even though we found Sardinian, Lesser- 

and Common Whitethroat calling away and nearly making themselves heard over the nearby bank holiday bike 

rally.  

 

This is a very good site for plants too - Fagonia cretica, Scabiosa prolifera, Crupina crupinastrum, Onopordum cyprium, 

Ranunculus asiaticus, Gladiolus triphyllus and Micromeria nervosa all being found here. 

 

Our next action was a drive up the Diarizos Valley -where we found orchids by bucketful at a site known as 

Kidasi. We generously allowed Yiannis to lead on through the tall, sopping vegetation so we could tread in his 

footsteps and only get mildly soaked. It was most definitely worth it though as there were orchids, and other 

plants, just about everywhere one looked. These included Bellevalia trifoliata, Asphodelus ramosus, Ophrys astarte, 

Ophrys umbilicata, Ophrys morio, Ophrys sicula, Orchis italica, Serapias bergonii, Anchusa undulata ssp. Hybrid and Salvia 

verbenaca. 

 

Then it was back to Paphos via the football ground in Mandria to look, successfully this time, for Laughing 

Doves, three beautiful birds perched on a nearby roof and telephone wires. Plus on the football pitch another 5 

Hoopoes –we’d found a truly amazing number of these wonderful birds today. Then it was back to hotel, do our 

lists and our final meal at the local tavern. 

Day 6 Monday 1st April 

Paphos to Polis 

A beautiful morning lulled us into a sense of false security as we headed the short distance from our hotel to the 

Paphos headland.  

 

This morning we had decided once again that the overnight rains could have left a number of migrants around 

so we’d walk around the archaeological site and see what was about. Quite a lot as it happened. Yellow Wagtails 

flipped around in small groups. There weren’t quite as many as before but still a lot of birds and some that we 

had good views of that were of the Grey-Headed type though most were the black ‘thunbergii‘. Both Whitethroats 

and Lesser Whitethroats were appearing regularly in bushes joined by Corn Buntings and Crested Larks. One 

bush had a European Stonechat, then a Great Spotted Cuckoo and then a Nightingale all in short order. Vis Mig 

indeed! Numerous Red-throated Pipits flitted overhead with some stopping and one individual very keen to be 

photographed.  

 

As before Wheatears were common - both Northern and a few very smart Isabellines. On the coast we found a 

Ruddy Turnstone and a Common Sandpiper while a Quail called from beyond the fence line. More Yellow 
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Wagtails poured passed us and a Pallid Harrier made a fly past across a nearby ridge. More Whitethroats, a 

handful of Whinchats and a couple of European Stonechats moved around the bushes and other tall vegetation 

and we found a nice male Kestrel that had, in turn, found a prey item and was busily consuming it in the tall 

grasses. 

 

By this time the weather had made an un-forecasted damp turn and we realised a little late that our circular walk 

was in reality a ‘there and back’ so we turned round and made our way back to bus in the drizzle -fortunately it 

was still and fairly mild. 

 

Back at the harbour area we felt coffee or hot chocolate (or in Tony’s case ice cream) was the order of the day so 

we did this in the shade of a huge Rubber Tree as Yiannis explained about this fig’s popularity in the UK as a 

small pot plant. 

 

We drove north along the coast to our next stop at Agios Georgios where we parked near the beach, had our 

lunch and then a gentle stroll around this flat beach area. Corn Buntings and Crested Larks called from bushes 

and shingle areas as we walked around the low vegetation from which migrant Lesser Whitethroats would 

occasionally appear. A rippling flock of nine Short-toed Larks flew in and immediately disappeared from site 

even though only a few yards away. We gradually picked them up and had excellent telescope views of the flock 

as they fed along a sandy track. A Subalpine Warbler appeared briefly in a bush before being scared away by a car 

driving down the track but by then our attention had changed to a distant Black Francolin calling from a block-

stone wall. Not as good as our last view but a nice bird and our first one to be obscured by heat haze, which was 

a bit of a novelty. 

 

A herpetological interlude followed with close views of a Snake-eyed Lizard and then a Kotschy’s Gecko before 

our attention was drawn back to birds by a lovely Wryneck on a nearby bush and then a flock of Red-rumped 

Swallows gliding around after insects. 

 

As always there were some lovely plants on show too including Frankenia hirsuta, Aizoon hispanicum, Taraxacum 

aphrogenes, Malva aegyptia, Onopordum cyprium, Mandragora officinarum and Ornithogalum pedicellare. A few butterflies 

were appearing now as well. The ever present Painted Ladies, of course, but also Swallowtails and Small Whites. 

 

Our final stop was in Pegeia Forest where a circular stroll along a somewhat clay rich track revealed little in the 

way of bird life but a cornucopia for botanists with orchids galore among other delectable items. Ceratonia siliqua, 

Olea europaea, Biscutella didyma, Gagea graeca, Ophrys levantina, Ophrys flavomarginata, Anacamptis syriaca, Ranunculus 

paludosus all found in our short walk. A fine male Ruppell’s Warbler appeared as we approached the bus to re-

ignite the birding element before we spent some time de-clagging our boots, boarding the bus and making our 

way to the lovely Aphrodite Beach Hotel. 

 

Almost immediately on alighting the bus at our hotel a lovely male Cyprus Wheatear entertained us with 

accompaniment by a Common Redstart and other lesser players. 

 

Then it was time to sort ourselves out before doing the list and having a delicious meal. Some stayed for Yiannis’ 

orchid masterclass while the rest went for an early night in readiness for the next day’s promised morning 

sunshine. 
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Day 7 Tuesday 2nd April 

Around Polis  

The promised sunshine appeared and a number of the group gathered around 07.00 for a bit of early morning 

birding. 

 

We were rewarded with a singing Cyprus Wheatear and a very nice backdrop of Red-rumped Swallows. A 

Wryneck put in an appearance as well, almost giving photographic opportunities. A short walk away we heard 

Nightingales and Zitting Cisticolas singing with a constant background of Greenfinches and Goldfinches. A 

Woodchat Shrike appeared on a wire and an earlier singer resumed briefly -Great Reed Warbler. 

 

A delicious breakfast later we drove the short distance to the Baths of Aphrodite and the botanical gardens 

where we spent a happy hour looking at some wonderful plants including Euphorbia thompsonii, Cistus ladanifer, 

Salvia dominica, Salvia fruticosa, Arbutus andrachne, Ornithogalum pedicellare around the gardens and Adiantum capillus-

veneris, Samolus valerandi at the baths.We also had a wonderful lesson on Cyprus’s amazing geology from Yiannis 

which gave an understanding of why the various plants we’d been seeing were where they were. Fundamentally 

important stuff. 

 

The birders amongst us followed an elusive Wryneck around the gardens hoping for a picture but without luck. 

At the top of the pools we had a warbler interlude with wonderful male Ruppell’s, Cetti’s, Sardinian and a very 

fresh Willow Warbler. Another Wryneck put in a brief appearance and we had a fabulous view of a Troodos 

lizard in its resplendent breeding colours. Along the walk we encountered a number of Cyprus Wheatears, with 

their odd buzzing song, as well as Lesser Whitethroats, Linnets and Greenfinches.  

 

The spring sunshine was bringing out butterflies with Paphos Blues, Orange Tips and Small Whites all in 

attendance during our walk and plants we found included Ranunculus asiaticus, Cyclamen persicum, Anogramma 

leptophylla, Salvia viridis, Bellevalia trifoliate. 

 

After a while we decided to retrace our footsteps and all too quickly were back at our bus where the only decent 

thing to do was to have an ice cream from the local shop. 

 

We had about an hour before our lunch so went for a short walk just above Neo Chorio to the taverna. We 

found more Chukar, more Cyprus Wheatear as well as very curious beetle larva with a small beetle apparently 

stuck to its abdomen. One to be checked up on later. 

 

Our lunch was an absolute wonder with dish after dish appearing – lentils, beans, spinach with egg, salad, 

humous, olives, wine. It went on and on and was truly wonderful. 

 

An hour and a half later we emerged and drove the short distance to the area above Smygies picnic site and 

walked slowly down looking for anything we could see but, in the bird line, mainly Cyprus Warbler. We 

investigated every warbler and thought we were to have no joy until a couple of the group had a brief view of 

this bird which was proving to be unusually elusive. 
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As always there were lots of plants to be seen on this delightful downhill walk including Serapias orientalis, 

Anacamptis syriaca, Alyssum akamasicum, Ophrys elegans, Ophrys sicula, Ophrys israelitica, Onosma fruticosa and Thymus 

integer. 

 

The afternoon was drawing on and most decided to take the bus back to the hotel while a small number did the 

two Km walk. Those who did were rewarded with a calling Black Francolin and a most unusual sighting of a 

snipe rising from the side of the path and flying smoothly away. Its flight pattern and the white on the wings 

made us feel this was a Great Snipe – a real bonus bird. 

 

Back at the hotel we sorted ourselves out, did the list and had more great food before sorting our bags out for 

our last day tomorrow. 

Day 8 Wednesday 3rd April 

Polis to London 

Our last day dawned bright and sunny and a group of us once again gathered outside the hotel to see what might 

be around this morning. 

 

It seemed that the nice weather had encouraged a number of birds to move on as there was less around than 

normal. A Black Redstart and a couple of Common Redstarts moved among the fig trees and Swallows, House 

Martins and Red-rumped Swallows were all in evidence. It was good to find our Wryneck again and the 

persevering at last managed to get a good photograph of this rather elusive bird. 

 

Across the road from the hotel we tried to shut out the sounds of the Guinea Fowl and by so doing the sharp 

eared were able to discern a distant Quail. Greenfinches, Goldfinches and a very strange sounding insect -

perhaps a cicada – were around but otherwise it was a fairly quiet morning.  

 

Then it was another delicious breakfast, a fond farewell from our lovely and attentive hostess Grigoria and we 

were off heading southwards via the famous Oak tree and the equally famous local bakery to collect lunchtime 

provisions and any gifts to take home.  

 

A short while later we arrived at Stroumpi  where we took a short walk to see the lovely tulips- Tulipa agenensis -  

flowering close to the track and also hear the distinctive sound of calling Black Francolin somewhere in the 

distance.  

 

Walking back to the bus we encountered a new species in the rather tatty shape of a Long-legged Buzzard. Tatty 

or not it was a welcome addition to our slightly thin raptor list. 

 

Our final stop before the airport was around the sewage works area at Acheleia. Here we caught up once again 

with Spur-winged Lapwings and a few warblers moving around in the hedgerow line including a Lesser 

Whitethroat and another new bird for our trip, Garden Warbler. On our way back to the bus a passing Purple 

Heron obviously looked raptory enough to put the frighteners on the Spur-winged Lapwings as they rose as one, 

calling and following the heron across the field. 
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We arrived at the airport in good time and said farewell to the three of our group who were staying on for the 

next Naturetrek Trip to Northern Turkey and the rest of us went through the process of checking in and 

standing in various queues until such time as we boarded our slightly late departing flight back to Gatwick, the 

cooler climes of a British Spring and delights of Brexit debates. 

 

It had been a wonderful and very bird filled trip and my thanks to the group for being such a pleasure to travel 

with and being so very knowledgeable. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  
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Species Lists 

Birds (✓=recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

      March/April 

  Common name Scientific name 28 29 30 31 1 2 3 

1 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos 30 2           

2 Northern Shoveler  Spatula clypeata 130             

3 Northern Pintail  Anas acuta 1             

4 Garganey  Spatula querquedula 3             

5 Eurasian Teal  Anas crecca 60 26           

6 Red-crested Pochard  Netta rufina 3             

7 Ferruginous Duck  Aythya nyroca 5 4           

8 Tufted Duck  Aythya fuligula 3             

9 Chukar Partridge  Alectoris chukar   1   8   4 2 

10 Black Francolin  Francolinus francolinus 2 1     1 H H 

11 Common Quail  Coturnix coturnix         H   H 

12 Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis 10 3           

13 Greater Flamingo  Phoenicopterus roseus 600+ 250+           

14 Glossy Ibis  Plegadis falcinellus   11           

15 Eurasian Spoonbill  Platalea leucorodia   1           

16 Black-crowned Night Heron  Nycticorax nycticorax   20           

17 Western Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis 100 6   5       

18 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea 2 2 5         

19 Purple Heron  Ardea purpurea   2 5 1       

20 Great Egret  Ardea alba 3             

21 Little Egret  Egretta garzetta   6           

22 European Shag  Phalacrocorax aristotelis         4 2   

23 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo   2 7         

24 Western Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus 1 5   1       

25 Pallid Harrier  Circus macrourus   1 1 1 1     

26 Black Kite  Milvus migrans   1           

27 Long-legged Buzzard  Buteo rufinus             1 

28 Water Rail  Rallus aquaticus   H           

29 Common Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus 1 2           

30 Eurasian Coot  Fulica atra 40 8           

31 Eurasian Stone-curlew  Burhinus oedicnemus 2     1       

32 Eurasian Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus   1           

33 Black-winged Stilt  Himantopus himantopus 40 15 1         

34 Northern Lapwing  Vanellus vanellus 1             

35 Spur-winged Lapwing  Vanellus spinosus 20 2 1       6 

36 Little Ringed Plover  Charadrius dubius     5         

37 Kentish Plover  Charadrius alexandrinus 10 12           

38 Great Snipe  Gallinago media           1   

39 Black-tailed Godwit  Limosa limosa 5             

40 Spotted Redshank  Tringa erythropus 3             

41 Marsh Sandpiper  Tringa stagnatilis 10             

42 Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia 20   1         

43 Green Sandpiper  Tringa ochropus 3 1           

44 Wood Sandpiper  Tringa glareola     2         

45 Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos 1       1     

46 Ruddy Turnstone  Arenaria interpres         1     

47 Little Stint  Calidris minuta 1 29           
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      March/April 

  Common name Scientific name 28 29 30 31 1 2 3 

48 Ruff  Calidris pugnax 30   5         

49 Slender-billed Gull  Chroicocephalus genei 35 2           

50 Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus 20 10           

51 Little Gull  Hydrocoloeus minutus 3             

52 Armenian Gull Larus armenicus   2           

53 Yellow-legged Gull  Larus michahellis   10 30   60 20 4 

54 Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus 1 5           

55 Sandwich Tern  Thalasseus sandvicensis   2           

56 Little Tern  Sternula albifrons 1             

57 Laughing Dove Streptopelia orientalis     1 3       

58 Rock Pigeon  Columba livia Feral ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

59 Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

60 European Turtle Dove  Streptopelia turtur 1 2           

61 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

62 Great Spotted Cuckoo  Clamator glandarius       2 1     

63 Cyprus Scops Owl  Otus cyprius       1       

64 Little Owl  Athene noctua       1       

65 Common Swift  Apus apus 12 20 15 25 30 12 10 

66 Common Kingfisher  Alcedo atthis   1   2 1     

67 Eurasian Hoopoe  Upupa epops   4 6 20 2 5   

68 Eurasian Wryneck  Jynx torquilla         1 3 1 

69 Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus 2 4 6 10 6 4 4 

70 Peregrine Falcon  Falco peregrinus       1       

71 Woodchat Shrike  Lanius senator       3   1   

72 Masked Shrike  Lanius nubicus     3     2   

73 Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius   1           

74 Eurasian Magpie  Pica pica   1   30 20 1 6 

75 Western Jackdaw  Coloeus monedula ✓   1 ✓ ✓ 2   

76 Hooded Crow  Corvus cornix ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

77 Great Tit  Parus major 4 2 6 8 2 8 4 

78 Crested Lark  Galerida cristata 20 6 12 4 8     

79 Greater Short-toed Lark  Calandrella brachydactyla     30   9     

80 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

81 Common House Martin  Delichon urbicum 20     15 ✓ ✓ ✓ 

82 Red-rumped Swallow  Cecropis daurica         8 20 6 

83 Cetti's Warbler  Cettia cetti H 1 H H H H H 

84 Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus   1 1         

85 Common Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita 6 10 20 6 4 6 4 

86 Eastern Bonelli's Warbler  Phylloscopus orientalis   2           

87 Wood Warbler  Phylloscopus sibilatrix   1 1         

88 Great Reed Warbler  Acrocephalus arundinaceus           H   

89 Zitting Cisticola  Cisticola juncidis 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 

90 Eurasian Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla   1 4 2 2 2 2 

91 Garden Warbler  Sylvia borin             1 

92 Lesser Whitethroat  Sylvia curruca 3 4 12 4 10 4 1 

93 Common Whitethroat  Sylvia communis     12 4 12     

94 Subalpine Warbler  Sylvia cantillans     1   1     

95 Sardinian Warbler  Sylvia melanocephala 1 4 8 10 6 10 2 

96 R✓ppell's Warbler  Sylvia ruppeli     6   3 3   

97 Cyprus Warbler  Sylvia melanothorax           1   

98 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula     3         
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      March/April 

  Common name Scientific name 28 29 30 31 1 2 3 

99 Common Nightingale  Luscinia megarhynchos     2   2 H H 

100 Collared Flycatcher  Ficedula albicollis     1         

101 Black Redstart  Phoenicurus ochruros     1       1 

102 Common Redstart  Phoenicurus phoenicurus     4 2 1 3 2 

103 Blue Rock Thrush  Monticola solitarius     1 1 1     

104 Whinchat  Saxicola rubetra     2   4     

105 European Stonechat  Saxicola rubicola         2     

106 Eastern 'Caspian' Stonechat Saxicola maurus hemprichii     1         

107 Northern Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe 2 6 25 10 6 1 1 

108 Isabelline Wheatear  Oenanthe isabellina     4   6     

109 Black-eared Wheatear  Oenanthe hispanica   1 6 4 2 1   

110 Cyprus Wheatear  Oenanthe cypriaca       1 1 6 H 

111 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

112 Spanish Sparrow  Passer hispaniolensis   10 1 12 10     

113 Western Yellow Wagtail  Motacilla flava flavissima   3           

114 Black-headed (Yellow) Wagtail Motacilla flava feldegg 100+   150 ✓ ✓     

115 Blue-headed (Yellow) Wagtail Motacilla flava flava 70+ 1 40 ✓ ✓     

116 Grey-headed (Yellow) Wagtail Motacilla flava thunbergi ✓   ✓   ✓     

117 White Wagtail  Motacilla alba 10 12 20 6 8   2 

118 Tawny Pipit  Anthus campestris     10 2       

119 Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis 1   2   1     

120 Red-throated Pipit  Anthus cervinus     1   12     

121 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs       1       

122 European Greenfinch  Chloris chloris   6 6 6 6 12 6 

123 Common Linnet  Linaria cannabina     2   1 2   

124 European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis 3 H 4 20 15 12 10 

125 Corn Bunting  Emberiza calandra     12 10 12     

126 Cretzschmar's Bunting  Emberiza caesia       6       

Mammals (D = dead)                 

1 Cypriot Long-eared Hedgehog Hemiechinus auritus       D       

2 Brown Rat Rattus norvegicus         D     

Amphibians & Reptiles                 

1 Hardun or Starred Agama Laudakia stellio cypriaca         ✓ ✓   

2 Kotschy’s Gecko Cyrtopodion kotschyi fitzingeri         ✓     

3 Troodos Rock Lizard Phoenicolacerta troodica           ✓   

4 Snake-eyed Lizard Ophisops elegans schlueteri     ✓   ✓ ✓   

5 Cyprus Whipsnake Dolichophis jugularis           ✓   

Crustacea                 

1 Freshwater Crab Potamon potamios           ✓   

Butterflies                 

1 Swallowtail Papilio machaon         ✓     

2 Large White Pieris brassicae ✓             

3 Small White Artogeia rapae         ✓ ✓   

4 Eastern Bath White Pontia edusa         ✓     

5 Orange Tip Anthrocharis cardamines         ✓ ✓   
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      March/April 

  Common name Scientific name 28 29 30 31 1 2 3 

6 Clouded Yellow Colias crocea           ✓   

7 Cleopatra Gonepteryx cleopatra           ✓   

8 Paphos Blue Glaucopsyche paphos       ✓ ✓ ✓   

9 Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta ✓             

10 Painted Lady Cynthia cardui ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

11 Large Wall   ✓             

Other Invertebrates                 

1 Darter sp   ✓   ✓         

2 Chafer sp Oxythyria funista   ✓ ✓     ✓   

3 Millipede sp       ✓         

4 Spider sp Pisauria         ✓     

5 Beefly Bombylius fimbriatus         ✓ ✓   

6 Empusid Mantis Empusa pennata               

7 Fire Bug Pyrrhocoris apterus ✓             

8 Pond skater sp             ✓   

Plants (* indicates that a species is endemic) 

Nomenclature contained within this list follows the taxonomic amendments, based on DNA analysis, made by the Royal 

Botanic Gardens, Kew and the Missouri Botanic Garden, and following The Plant List, an internationally accepted list of 

vascular plant families, published and maintained by these two institutions. 

Scientific Name Common Name Day First Recorded 

      

PTERIDOPHYTES FERNS & ALLIES   

      

Lycophytes Club-mosses & Quillworts   

      

Selaginellaceae Lesser Clubmoss Family   

Selaginella denticulata Mediterranean Clubmoss day 7 

      

Leptosporangiate Ferns True Ferns   

      

Aspleniaceae Spleenwort family   

Asplenium (Ceterach) officinarum Rusty-back Fern Day 5 

      

Pteridaceae Ribbon-fern Family   

Adiantum capillus-veneris Maidenhair Fern day 7 

Anogramma leptophylla Jersey Fern day 7 

Polypodium cambricum   Day 5 

      

GYMNOSPERMS CONIFERS   

      

Cupressaceae Juniper Family   

Cupressus sempervirens Italian Cypress day 3 

Juniperus phoenicia Phoenician Juniper day 3 

      

Ephedraceae Joint Pine Family   

Ephedra fominea (E. fragilis subsp. campylopoda) a Joint Pine day 7 

      

Pinaceae Pine Family   

Pinus brutia Turkish or Brutia Pine day 3 
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Scientific Name Common Name Day First Recorded 

      

ANGIOSPERMS FLOWERING PLANTS   

      

Pre-dicots Primitive Angiosperms   

      

Aristolochiaceae Birthwort Family   

Aristolochia parviflora   day 4 

      

Eu-dicots True Dicotyledons   

      

Aizoaceae Ice Plant Family   

Aizoon hispanicum Spanish Iceplant day 6 

Mesembryanthemum nodiflorum Slender-leaf Iceplant day 2 

      

Amaranthaceae Goosefoot Family   

Salicornia sp. Glasswort sp. day 2 

Suaeda vera Shrubby Seablite day 2 

      

Anacardiaceae Sumach Family   

Pistacia lentiscus Mastic Tree day 3 

Pistacia terebinthus Turpentine Tree Day 5 

      

Apiaceae Carrot Family   

Eryngium maritimum Sea Holly day 4 

Ferula communis Giant Fennel day 2 

Scandix pecten-veneris Shepherd’s-needle day 6 

Smyrnium olusatrum Alexanders day 4 

Tordylium aegyptiacum - Day 5 

      

Apocynaceae Periwinkle Family   

Nerium oleander Oleander day 6 

      

Boraginaceae Borage Family   

Anchusa aegyptiaca Eastern Anchusa day 2 

Anchusa azurea Large Blue Alkanet day 7 

Anchusa undulata subsp. hybrida - day 5 

Echium angustifolium - day 3 

Lithodora hispidula (L.h. subsp. versicolor) - day 5 

Onosma fruticosa* - day 7 

      

Brassicaceae Cabbage Family   

Alyssum akamasicum* - day 7 

Biscutella didyma Biscutella day 6 

Cakile maritima Sea Rocket day 3 

Eruca hispanica Spanish Mustard day 4 

Matthiola tricuspidata Three-horned Stock day 4 

Rapistrum rugosum Bastard Cabbage day 3 

Sinapis alba White Mustard day 5 

      

Cactaceae Cactus Family   

Opuntia ficus-indica Prickly Pear day 3 

      

Caprifoliaceae Honeysuckle Family   

Pterocephalus multiflorus - day 5 
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Scientific Name Common Name Day First Recorded 

      

Lomelosia (Scabiosa) prolifera Carmel Daisy day 5 

Valeriana italica - Day 5 

      

Caryophyllaceae Pink Family   

Minuartia  picta   day 7 

Paronychia argentea - day 4 

Petrorhagia (velutina) dubia  - day 5 

Silene aegyptiaca - day 4 

Silene vulgaris subsp. vulgaris Bladder Campion day 7 

Spergularia marina Lesser Sand Spurrey day 2 

      

Cistaceae Rock-rose Family   

Cistus creticus - day 5 

Cistus ladanifer Gum Cistus day 7 

Cistus monspeliensis Narrow-leaved Cistus day 5 

Cistus parviflorus - day 3 

Cistus salviifolius Sage-leaved Cistus day 3 

Fumana arabica Arabian Fumana day 7 

Helianthemum obtusifolium* - day 3 

      

Compositae (Asteraceae) Daisy Family   

Anthemis tomentosa - day 4 

Calendula arvensis Field Marigold day 4 

Carduus argentatus - day 3 

Centaurea aegialophila - day 4 

Crupina crupinastrum Crupina day 5 

Glebionis (Chrysanthemum) coronarium Crown Daisy day 2 

Helichrysum conglobatum - day 5 

Notobasis syriaca Syrian Thistle day 3 

Onopordum cyprium* - day 5 

Pallenis spinosa - day 3 

Phagnalon rupestre subsp. graecum - day 3 

Senecio vulgaris Groundsel day 4 

Sonchus oleraceus Common Sow-thistle day 4 

Taraxacum aphrogenes* - day 6 

Tragopogon (Geropogon) hybridus Pasture Goat's-beard day 5 

Tragopogon sinuatus - day 3 

Urospermum picroides   day 4 

   

Convolvulaceae Bindweed Family   

Convolvulus althaeoides Mallow-leaved Bindweed day 4 

Convolvulus siculus Small Blue Bindweed day 5 

      

Crassulaceae Stonecrop Family   

Umbilicus rupestris Navelwort day 5 

      

Cucurbitaceae White Bryony Family   

Ecballium elaterium Squirting Cucumber day 3 

      

Ericaceae Heather Family   

Arbutus andrachne Eastern Strawberry-tree day 7 
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Scientific Name Common Name Day First Recorded 

      

Euphorbiaceae Spurge family   

Euphorbia dimorphocaulon - day 7 

Euphorbia helioscopia Sun Spurge day 3 

Euphorbia thompsonii   day 7 

Euphorbia veneris* - day 5 

Mercurialis annua - day 7 

      

Fagaceae Beech Family   

Quercus coccifera (Q.c. subsp. calliprinos) Kermes Oak day 5 

Quercus infectoria subsp. veneris Royal Oak day 5 

      

Geraniaceae Geranium Family   

Erodium gruinum Long-beaked Stork’s-bill day 4 

Erodium malacoides Narrow-leaved stork'sbill day 2 

Geranium molle Doves-Foot Crane's-bill day 5 

Geranium purpureum Little Robin day 5 

Geranium rotundifolium   day 5 

      

Lamiaceae Dead-nettle Family   

Lamium amplexicaule Henbit Deadnettle day 6 

Lamium moschatum - day 5 

Micromeria nervosa - day 5 

Phlomis cypria subsp. occidentalis* - day 5 

Phlomis lunariifolia - day 5 

Prasium majus Prasium day 3 

Salvia dominica - day 7 

Salvia fruticosa - day 7 

Salvia verbenaca Wild Clary day 5 

Salvia viridis Red-topped Sage day 7 

Thymus capitatus - day 5 

Thymus integer* - day 7 

      

Legouminosae (Fabaceae) Pea Family   

Acacia cyanophylla Blue-leaved Wattle day 2 

Calycotome villosa - day 5 

Ceratonia siliqua Carob day 6 

Genista (sphacelata) fasselata var. fasselata Thorny Broom day 5 

Hedysarum spinosissimum - day 3 

Hymenocarpos circinnatus    day 7 

Lathyrus annuus - day 2 

Lathyrus blepharicarpos - day 4 

Lathyrus cicera - day 5 

Lathyrus gorgonei - day 5 

Lathyrus ochrus - day 5 

Lotus tetragonolobus (Tetragonolobus purpureus) Asparagus Pea day 3 

Medicago marina Sea Medick day 4 

Medicago polymorpha Toothed Medick day 2 

Onobrychis crista-galli   Cockscomb Sainfoin day 3 

Trifolium argutum - day 4 

Trifolium campestre Hop Trefoil day 3 

Trifolium clypeatum Shield Clover day 5 

Trifolium stellatum Starry Clover day 3 

Trifolium tomentosum Woolly Trefoil day 3 
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Scientific Name Common Name Day First Recorded 

      

Vicia   cypria   day 5 

Vicia hybrida  - day 5 

Vicia peregrina - day 5 

Vicia sativa agg. Common Vetch day 5 

      

Linaceae Flax Family   

Linum bienne Pale Flax day 2 

      

Malvaceae Mallow Family   

Malva multiflora (Lavatera cretica) Lesser Tree-mallow day 2 

Malva aegyptia - day 6 

Malva parviflora Least Mallow day 2 

      

Moraceae Mulberry Family   

Ficus carica Fig day 7 

Ficus elastica Rubber Tree day 6 

      

Myrtaceae Myrtle Family   

Eucalyptus gomphocephala Black Gum day 3 

Myrtus communis Myrtle day 7 

      

Oleaceae Olive Family   

Olea europaea Olive day 6 

      

Orobanchaceae Broomrape Family   

Bellardia trixago - day 2 

Orobanche alba Thyme Broomrape day 6 

Orobanche ramosa Branched Broomrape day 2 

Parentucellia latifolia Southern Bartsia day 3 

      

Oxalidaceae Wood Sorrel Family   

Oxalis pes-caprae Bermuda Buttercup day 2 

      

Papaveraceae Poppy Family   

Papaver hybridum Rough Poppy day 4 

Papaver rhoeas Common Poppy day 2 

      

Plantaginaceae Plantain Family   

Misopates orontium Weasel Snout day 4 

Plantago afra - day 7 

Plantago coronopus Buck’s-horn Plantain day 4 

Plantago cretica   day 3 

Plantago maritima Sea Plantain day 2 

Veronica cymbalaria White Speedwell day 4 

      

Plumbaginaceae Thrift Family   

Limonium echioides -   

Limonium sinuatum Winged Sea-lavender day 4 

      

Polygonaceae Dock Family   

Emex spinosa Emex day 4 

      

   



The Island of Cyprus Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek     February 20 9 
 

Scientific Name Common Name Day First Recorded 

      

Primulaceae Primrose Family day 2 

Anagallis arvensis subsp. foemina Blue Pimpernel Day 5 

Cyclamen persicum Persian Sowbread day 4 

Samolus valerandi Brookweed day 7 

      

Ranunculaceae Buttercup Family   

Nigella damascena    day 5 

Ranunculus asiaticus Turban Buttercup day 3 

Ranunculus paludosus (n) Jersey Buttercup day 6 

      

Resedaceae Mignonette Family   

Reseda lutea Wild Mignonette day 5 

      

Rosaceae Rose Family   

Crataegus azarolus Azarole day 2 

Eriobotrya japonica Loquat day 5 

Prunus dulcis Almond day 7 

Rubus sanctus Bramble day 7 

Sarcopoterium spinosum Spiny Burnet day 3 

      

Rubiaceae Bedstraw Family   

Rubia laurae    day 7 

Rubia tenuifolia - day 7 

Sherardia arvensis Field Madder day 3 

      

Rutaceae Rue family   

Ruta chalepensis Fringed Rue day 5 

      

Scrophulariaceae Figwort Family   

Verbascum sinuatum - day 4 

Verbascum levanticum   day 5 

   

Solanaceae Nightshade Family   

Mandragora officinarum Spring Mandrake day 6 

Withania somnifera    day 4 

   

Styracaceae Storax Family   

Styrax officinalis Storax day 5 

      

Tamaricaceae Tamarisk Family   

Tamarix tetragyna - day 2 

      

Thymelaea Daphne Family   

Thymelaea hirsuta   day 3 

      

Urticaceae Nettle Family   

Parietaria judaica Pellitory-of-the-wall day 5 

Urtica pilulifera Roman Nettle day 5 

      

Zygophyllaceae Caltrop Family   

Fagonia cretica Fagonia day 5 

Zygophyllum album   day 3 
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Scientific Name Common Name Day First Recorded 

      

Monocots Monocotyledons   

      

Amaryllidaceae Onion Family   

Allium neapolitanum Naples Garlic day 2 

Allium trifoliatum - day 2 

Pancratium maritimum Sea Daffodil day 3 

      

Araceae Arum Family   

Arum sintenisii    day 5 

Asparagaceae Asparagus Family   

Asparagus acutifolius - day 5 

Bellevalia nivalis - day 6 

Bellevalia trifoliata - day 3 

Drimia (Urginea) maritima Sea Squill day 5 

Leopoldia (Muscari)  comosum Tassel Hyacinth day 3 

Ornithogalum pedicellare* - day 6 

      

Dioscoreaceae Black Bryony Family   

Dioscorea (Tamus) communis Black Bryony day 7 

      

Iridaceae Iris Family   

Gladiolus italicus Field Gladiolus day 2 

Gladiolus triphyllus* - day 5 

Moraea (Gynandriris) sisyrinchium Barbary Nut day 3 

      

Liliaceae Lily Family   

Gagea graeca - day 6 

      

N.B. The following Orchid nomenclature follows the locally accepted classification, as understood by local botanists on the Island. 

Orchidaceae Orchid Family   

Anacamptis pyramidalis Pyramidal Orchid day 3 

Anacamptis syriaca A Green-winged Orchid day 6 

Dactylorhiza romana Roman Orchid day 7 

Neotinea maculata Dense-flowered Orchid day 7 

Ophrys alasiatica* -   

Ophrys apifera var. apifera Bee Orchid day 7 

Ophrys apifera var. chlorantha Bee Orchid day 7 

Ophrys astarte* (Inc. O. attica & O. rhodia) - day 5 

Ophrys elegans* - day 7 

Ophrys flavomarginata - day 6 

Ophrys israelitica - day 7 

Ophrys levantina - day 6 

Ophrys mammosa Mammose Ophrys day 6 

Ophrys morio - day 5 

Ophrys sicula a Yellow Bee Orchid Day 5 

Ophrys umbilicata  - day 5 

Orchis italica Naked Man Orchid day 5 

Serapias aphrodite A Tongue Orchid day 6 

Serapias bergonii A Tongue Orchid day 5 

Serapias levantina A Tongue Orchid day 7 
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Scientific Name Common Name Day First Recorded 

      

Poaceae Grass Family   

Arundo donax Giant Reed day 3 

Briza maxima Large Quaking-grass day 6 

Hyparrhenia hirta - day 5 

Phragmites australis Common Reed day 3 

      

Smilacaceae Smilax Family   

Smilax aspera Smilax day 7 

      

Xanthorrhoeaceae Asphodel Family   

Asphodelus aestivus Common Asphodel day 5 

Asphodelus fistulosus Hollow-leaved Asphodel day 7 

 


