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Tour participants:  Yiannis Christofides & Rob Mileto (leaders), Thepdoros Theodorou (Doros) (driver) 

with a group of sixteen Naturetrek clients  

Day 1 Wednesday 21st December 

London Gatwick to Paphos . Weather: grey & cold to grey & warmer  

Most of us met up in departures or at gate 16 before the four-hour flight to Paphos, Once there, we met up with 

our local leader Yiannis and our driver Doros. We were soon aboard our little coach that was to be our transport 

for the trip. 

 

We took advantage of the early afternoon arrival to go the scenic route to our hotel – via Paphos Sewage Works! 

As we stepped from the coach, our first bird was probably one of the many Wood Pigeons that were flying 

around, but not long after was something far more exotic – a Spur-winged Lapwing, perching on one of the 

concrete tank walls. As we strolled, there was both the commonplace, as encountered in UK (such as House 

Sparrow, Common Kestrel, Collared Dove, European Goldfinch, Meadow Pipit) and the not so commonly seen 

back home (such as Black Redstart, Hooded Crow, Northern Shoveler, Western Cattle Egret and a glimpsed 

flying Black Francolin) to be enjoyed. 

 

On the botanical side, many of the species were introduced or planted, but we had a few native or long-

established plants in flower, such as Fennel (Foeniculum vulgare), Polygonum equisetifolium, Black Nightshade (Solanum 

nigrum), Indian Ginseng (Withania somniferum) and a Bidens species. 

 

As the sun set we headed to our hotel in Paphos, catching a glimpse of a Long-legged Buzzard sailing past. On 

arrival, we had time for a freshen up before a welcome meeting and trip checklist over a drink. Then, it was but a 

short walk to a local taverna for food and more liquid refreshment, before heading back to our hotel for some 

much needed sleep.   

Day 2 Thursday 22nd December 

Akrotiri area. Weather: Showers 

After a relaxed and hearty breakfast watching the rain, the clouds parted and we headed off east, towards the 

wetlands and salt lake of Akrotiri, in the dry. En route we stopped off at a bakery to choose our own lunch pasty. 

As we pulled in next to our first area of reed swamp and associated pools (Zakiki Marsh), there was a whole host 

of birds we could see from the coach – Chiffchaff and Reed Buntings in the reeds, Shoveler, Teal and Coot in 

the pools and Crested Lark and Stonechat on the stony ground between, … and in the sky above, a gliding 

Marsh Harrier – what a great start! We strolled to a nearby hide but it was much the same birds to be seen from 

there, along with a few Grey Herons and a single Great Egret. There was also a chance to see some saltmarsh 

plants, including Annual Sea-blite (Sueda martitima), Aster squamatus and a Salicornia. 

 

We drove on a short distance to a beach (Lady’s Mile) where the large numbers of gulls were mostly Black-

headed and a few Yellow-legged… there may have been other species, but our attention was sidetracked by what 

appeared to be a salmon pink pelican in the distance! It was so close to a person and so still, that at first we 

thought it must be fake… but then it moved and the chap fed it! So, a real pelican (probably a Great White 
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Pelican) but, as a pet bird, it never made the list. Meanwhile, a dog had chased off all the gulls and we were left 

with a few small brown birds feeding on the strandline. Most were Crested Larks, a few were Linnets… but just 

one or two were Linnet-like but not quite right… they looked more like Cretzschmar’s Buntings, but that was 

only supposed to be a summer visitor and it also didn’t quite match the illustration in the book. Photos were 

taken and later sent to sages on such matters and the consensus was…. juvenile linnets. Here too there were 

strandline and dune-loving plants such as Centaurea aegialophila, Medicago marina, Verbascum sinuatum and Zygophyllum 

album. As we wandered back to the coach, pair of what were probably Common Buzzards, were being harried by 

Hooded Crows above us.  

 

Moving on, along a track just behind the beach, a flock of small birds was found to comprise mostly Linnets, but 

with a few Greenfinch and at least one Serin. Then, in a pool by the track, were dozens of Greater Flamingo, 

many sporting a lovely pink bloom to their feathers.  

 

We managed to navigate our way across some soft sand where the salt lake had dried and were soon enjoying a 

picnic lunch by a reed bed (Phasouri Marsh) being quartered by Marsh Harriers… and then we had a fly past by 

a dozen or so Common Cranes. Here, as well as Common Reed (Phragmites australis), there was also Giant Reed 

(Arundo donax), the tallest grass in Europe. After lunch we tootled on to the Temple of Apollo where some chose 

to have a quick look at the ruins, whilst other botanised and were rewarded with (amongst others), Joint-pine 

(Ephedra fragilis), the dinky daffodil, Narcissus serotinus and the diminutive Colchicum pusillum (and all others who 

wanted to, still ended up having a quick look at these after the ruins).  

 

Just across the road from there, a short stroll to the cliff edge at Kensington gave us long distance but passable 

views of the few Griffon Vultures left on the island. Then, not much further away to the west at the Rock of 

Aphrodite was the endemic dandelion named after her – Taraxacum aphrogenes and also reasonable views of Blue 

Rock Thrush and Crag Martin, along with a fleeting view (for some) of a Black Redstart.  

 

It was time then to return to our hotel, have a freshen up, a ticking of the checklist, and head off to dinner. 

Day 3 Friday 23rd December 

Paphos. Weather: Showers 

After breakfast we boarded our coach for the short drive to the Tomb of the Kings. This impressive coastal 

necropolis was built during the Hellenistic period (3rd century BC) to satisfy the needs of the newly founded Nea 

Paphos. Despite its name, it is not associated with the burial of kings, but rather with the grand character of its 

burial monuments. As well as soaking up the archaeology and history, it also proved a great place to see drifts of 

Joint-pine (Ephedra fragilis), Persian Sowbread (Cyclamen persicum) and a few Crown Anemones (Anemone coronaria) 

in full flower, along with bushes of Capitate Thyme (Thymus capitatus) and Thorny Burnet (Sarcopoterum spinosum), 

rosettes of Mandrake (Mandragora officinalis), a spiky plant with dainty purple bracts that revels in the name of 

Noaea mucronata and the grey and bristly Narrow-leaved Bugloss (Echium angustifoilium). Not to be outdone, the 

bird life was also putting on a show, with a fair few Sardinian Warblers around, some deigning even to show 

themselves quite well. Black Redstarts were also frequent, along with Crested Lark, Greenfinch and Chiffchaff. 

There was even a reptile on show, despite the rather chilly weather – a Schreiber’s Spiny-footed Lizard. 
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We then returned to the coach and drove the short distance to the area of the Paphos Archaeological Site, home 

of the Paphos Mosaics. These very beautiful and rare Roman mosaics were discovered by accident when the land 

was being ploughed in 1962. Over 40 mosaics have now been found, containing many interesting geometrical 

patterns usually surrounding a central mythological scene. The mosaics, most of which date from around the 3rd 

century AD, are situated in four main areas which we freely strolled around.  

Most of us had our packed lunches in a scenic spot overlooking the mosaics. We then strolled to the Odeon 

(amphitheatre) where a flock of ‘little brown jobs’ turned out to be a slightly confusing mix of Woodlark and 

Crested Larks, but at least we had the two to compare the subtle differences. Some then strolled back to the 

harbour-side lined with cafés and enjoyed a little café culture Others made their way to the rocky headland (via 

some Spanish Sparrows and surreptitiously through a gap in the perimeter fence) where a large flock of Golden 

Plovers was a welcome sight on the rocky headland. We all met up in a waterside café that also sported views a 

pair of Kingfishers and fly pasts by Yellow-legged Gulls to keep us entertained. It was then time to return to our 

hotel to a fantastic red sunset, freshen up, tick off the checklist, and go off to dinner. 

Day 4 Saturday 24th December 

Monastery of St. Neophytos, Agios Georgios Beach, the Pegia Forest and Kritou Terra          

Weather: warm & sunny am, grey then showers pm 

Today, breakfast was followed by a farewell to our Paphos hotel, since we were moving on to pastures new. On 

the way to those ‘pastures’ we picked up lunch supplies from a supermarket and a bakery, and then headed off to 

the nearby Monastery of St. Neophytos. Here, in a hilly area above Paphos, the saint found a cave that had been 

used by a previous hermit. He enlarged the space, eventually creating three caves known today as the Cell, the 

Bema and the Naos. 

 

Neophytos's life as a hermit attracted the religious in the area who brought him food and gifts. His air of sanctity 

brought many to visit him and in 1170 Vasilios (Basil) Kinnamos, the Bishop of Paphos, ordained him as a priest 

and required him to take a disciple, which was the start the monastery which now bears his name. The caves now 

contain some of the finest Byzantine frescoes on the island. Amongst the birds here, newbies for the list were 

Blackcap and Cetti’s Warbler (the latter, heard but not seen – as is typical).  

 

Next it was off for coffee/beer/tea/hot chocolate at a seaside café overlooking patches of the endemic 

dandelion Taraxacum aphrogenes. Here too was a single plant of Woody Catchfly (Silene fruticosa) in flower and, as 

we prepared to leave, a Peregrine circled lazily in the distance. 

 

Refreshments over, we then drove a short distance to the seafront where there was Hairy Sea-heath (Frankenia 

hirsuta), a Snake-eyed Lizard with unfeasibly long toes and, perched on a cliff above us, a Blue Rock Thrush. Just 

a short hop in the coach to Agios Georgios beach brought us to large bushes of Phoenician Juniper (Juniperus 

phoenicea), laden with aromatic berries and some sheltering Sardinian Warblers that we could hear but not often 

see! We had come to this particular spot to find the diminutive crocus-like flowers of Colchicum pusillum and, after 

a little searching, we found many, but each no more than an inch from the bare ground from whence they 

sprouted. 
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We had earlier bought ourselves a variety of pasties, rolls, pizza and a cherry cake and these were now enjoyed in 

the grounds of a bar that had shut up shop for the winter. Lunch over (and tables cleared as if we had never 

been) we headed for the hills; these clothed in trees and known as the Pegia Forest. Under the Calabrian Pines 

(Pinus brutia), there were few plants in flower, but we did manage to spot some Southern Daisies (Bellis sylvestris) 

and at least two Autumn Lady’s Tresses (Spiranthes spiralis) in bloom. In distinctive ‘leaf’ was the diminutive 

Euphorbia dimorphocaulon and Narrow-leaved Cistus (Cistus monspeliensis). 

 

Just as we left, the rain began, but it was falling lightly enough for us to briefly step out near the village of Kritou 

Terra to see a few flowers of two endemics – Cypriot Sowbread (Cyclamen cyprium, with deep beetroot-coloured 

backs to its leaves) and the tiny Cyprus Crocus (Crocus veneris). On arrival at the Aphrodite Beach Hotel, we made 

ourselves comfy, ticked the checklist for the day and enjoyed a rather fine buffet dinner. 

Day 5 Sunday 25th December 

Hills above the hotel and the nearby coast    Weather: wet first thing then warm & sunny 

Today we had a pre-breakfast walk, but this turned up only some common species, plus a brief but lovely view of 

a Serin.  

 

After a lovely buffet breakfast, we strolled down the quiet road and saw a handful of new plants including Crown 

Daisy (Glebionis coronarium), Solanum villosum and Vervain (Verbena officinalis). We continued up a track onto the 

hillside, but sadly the field usually sporting a host of Fan-lipped Orchids had been ploughed. Despite some 

serious searching, all we could find were rosettes of orchid species yet to flower. There were though, little 

pockets of showy Persian Sowbread and the elegant Bunch-flowered Narcissus (Narcissus tazetta), as well as the 

previously seen and single-flowered Narcissus serotinus. Here too was the wild ancestor of the cultivated olive, 

looking small and stunted in comparison.  

 

On the creature side of things, the birds were proving vocal but well hidden – a distant pipit may well have been 

a Water Pipit, but we could not be sure and sudden burst from bushes nearby turned out to be a covey of 

Chukar, which afforded reasonable views as they sailed downhill and out of sight. As we approached the ridge, 

half a dozen or so Crag Martin passed overhead. We also briefly amused ourselves with pillbugs and millipedes 

from under the rocks! 

 

We had lunch on the coastal limestone amongst the stunted-looking Kermes Oaks (Quercus coccifera), Mastic and 

Turpentine trees (Pistacia lentiscus and P. terebinthus) and a scattering of Ranunculus bullatus. Yiannis treated us to 

Kourabie - a Cypriot festive biscuit made with almonds, which went down a treat. We them made our way down 

to the seashore, where a pair of Yellow-legged Gulls were clearly sporting their yellow legs. As we strolled back, a 

Serin and a fleeting Blackcap (for some) were a little treat.  

 

We were back at our hotel for an afternoon coffee, and then the late afternoon was at leisure, giving people time 

to catch up on their festive messages should they have chosen to. A paddle in the Med, was another option for 

the brave. 
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The evening checklist was followed by another fine dinner. The evening’s entertainment was a (mostly) botanical 

themed crossword – with the anarchy of the proceedings being as entertaining as the crossword itself! 

Day 6 Monday 26th December 

Asprokremmos Reservoir, Agia Varvara and Mandria Beach 

Weather: Grey am, showers pm 

The pre-breakfast walk was rather unremarkable – it was the usual suspects seen, along with a rather smart Grey 

Wagtail and Blackcap. We also found and tried some pecan nuts. After breakfast, we headed back towards 

Paphos and after a quick bakery and supermarket visit, our first stop was to below the Asprokremmos reservoir 

dam. This is a top spot to see any overwintering (endemic) Cyprus Warblers but we were sadly disappointed… 

we had to content ourselves with some reasonably views of Chukar, Long-legged Buzzard and the Siberian race 

of Stonechat (with a distinctive white rump). There were also some choice plants to see. Some rather showy 

purple blooms turned out to be Fagonia cretica; the broom-like Genista fasselata had a few early yellow and pea like 

flowers dotted over it and the Castor-oil plant (Ricinus communis) had a deadly tale associated with it. 

 

We then drove round and onto the road at the top of the dam. From here we spotted our first and only Corn 

Bunting, perched on a wire, and, at some distance, a Great Crested Grebe on the water. Scrambling plants of 

Narrow-leaved Madder (Rubia tenuifolia) were managing to eke out a living in the concrete joints of the dam wall.  

 

From here we moved on to an area of hilly and rocky ground known as Agia Varvara (St. Barbara). Here we 

parked and set out a lovely picnic, only to find the rain start to fall just after we had started to eat! We retired to 

the coach and Rob and Yiannis provided a ‘trolley’ service of goodies. By the time we were ready for our slice of 

rather yummy chocolate cake, the shower had passed and we could enjoy it in the outdoors. 

 

Lunch over, we mistook a distant rock for a Finsch’s Wheatear … but a short walk and touch of searching, 

found us the real thing! There was also a single delicate bloom of Crocus veneris. 

  

Leaving behind this lovely spot, we went down to the beach at Mandria where it was pretty windy, so we did 

some birding from the coach – seeing Common Ringed Plover, Wood, Sky and Crested Larks. As we, U-turned 

to return, a black blob in the crashing surf turned out to be a Black-necked Grebe, which effortlessly dived 

through each cresting wave that tried to engulf it.  

 

It was then time to head back to our hotel for checklists, dinner and a second go at the anarchic crossword. 

Day 7 Tuesday 27th December 

Baths of Aphrodite- coastal path (the Akamas Peninsula); Smiyes – Neochorio. 

Weather: mostly sunny 

A pre-breakfast walk started pretty quietly, but eventually, and from one spot, we saw a nice mix of House 

Sparrow, Goldfinch, Robin, Stonchat, Serin and Blackcap. After another fine breakfast, we drove the short 

distance to the Baths of Aphrodite.  
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In the botanic gardens there were lots of indigenous (native to Cyprus) and endemic (found only on Cyprus) 

flora on show, but, being clearly of planted origin, we did not add some of these to our checklist. A hedge of 

Bosea cypria provided Yiannis with the opportunity to talk about this important endemic species found on Cyprus. 

The ‘baths’ themselves held some nice Maidenhair Fern (Adiantum capillus-veneris) and Brookweed (Samolus 

valerandi) nearby and an Eel in the ‘bath’ itself! We continued by strolling around the headland and Yiannis gave 

us an open-air talk on the complex geology of the island, including the origins of the Serpentine and Pillow Lava 

rocks that were evident along the track. Here too there was the odd tuft of Bunch-flowered Narcissus and off in 

the distance, over the azure blue sea, could be seen the mountains of southern Turkey.  

 

Next, we headed off the eight or so kilometres to just above the Smiyes car park. Here, an outcrop of serpentine 

rock supported its own specialised flora. Soils derived from serpentine are toxic to many plants, because of high 

levels of nickel, chromium, and cobalt; growth of many plants is also inhibited by low levels of potassium and 

phosphorus and a low ratio of calcium/magnesium. Hence, here were to be found a number of endemics 

including Alyssum akamasicum, Centaurea veneris and Thymus integer, all of which we saw, but sadly only vegetatively. 

 

As we strolled on through the open forest, there were a few other little flowery gems to admire – especially the 

tiny white ‘bells’ of the endemic Hyacinthella millingenii, but top spot would probably have to go to the beautiful 

endemic bee/fly orchid Ophrys omegaifera subsp. israelitica.   

 

On the bird front, there were no real sightings of note – other than a brief fly past by a (Eurasian) 

Sparrowhawk…other than that, it was the usual mix of Sardinian Warblers, Stonechats, Great Tits and 

Chaffinches. There were other creatures to entertain us though; including a lovely little (and endemic) Cyprus 

Freshwater Crab. We also found a plant to nibble on – a Myrtle (Myrtus communis), which most liked, despite its 

rather medicinal taste. 

 

Lunch was in a village taverna and included a great meze (mix) of traditional Cypriot fayre, such as coriander 

marinated olives, pickled caper shoots and kohl-rabi, grilled halloumi cheese, garlic flatbread, tomato and egg stir 

fry, and lentil bean stew (Fasolada). 

  

From here we had the option of the three-or-so-kilometre walk back down the hill to the hotel, or a lift back that 

same way in the coach. Either way, there were refreshing hot or cold drinks on offer on our arrival.  

 

After the checklist, we swapped emails to keep in touch, and enjoyed a final dinner at our lovely beachside hotel. 

We then gathered around the open fire to finish off the botanical crossword – made all the easier when Rob 

googled one of the few remaining obscure clues and found the source of the crossword – complete with all of 

the answers! 

Day 8 Wednesday 28th December 

Hotel to Paphos to London Gatwick. Weather: warm & mostly sunny  

Our pre-breakfast walk encountered a reasonable amount of bird activity and we were soon seeing the familiar 

Stonechat, Black Redstart, Goldfinch, Blackcap etc. 
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After a final Cypriot breakfast and all packed up, we said our goodbyes to our hosts and headed off to the bakery 

and supermarket, where some of us stocked up on goodies for friends and relatives back home. Shopping done, 

we headed for Mandria beach where a Dunlin was our final new bird for the trip and Yellow Horned-poppy 

(Glaucium flavum) our final new plant. From here we re-visited the sewage works and the smart Spur-winged 

Lapwings were still present and showing nicely under a blue sky – just a shame about the smell! 

 

All too soon it was time to get to the airport where we bade fond farewells to Yiannis and Doros, boarded our 

flight to Gatwick, and four hours later, we arrived back in the dark and fog. It was time to bid each other farewell 

and return to our homes with the fond memories of an island in a blue sea. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ancient mosaics 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species List 

Plants (* denotes endemic) 

Nomenclature contained within this list follows the taxonomic amendments, based on DNA analysis, made by the Royal 

Botanic Gardens, Kew and the Missouri Botanic Garden, and following The Plant List, an internationally accepted list of 

vascular plant families, published and maintained by these two Institutions. 

Scientific name Common name Date first recorded 

      

PTERIDOPHYTES FERNS & ALLIES   

      

Lycophytes Clubmosses & Quillworts   

      

Selaginellaceae Lesser Clubmoss Family   

Selaginella denticulata Mediterranean Clubmoss 27 

      

Calamophytes Horsetails   

      

Equisetaceae  Horsetail Family   

Equisetum ramosissimum Branched Horsetail 27 

      

Leptosporangiate Ferns True Ferns   

      

Pteridaceae Ribbon Fern Family   

Adiantum capillus-veneris Maidenhair Fern 27 

Anogramma leptophylla Jersey Fern 27 

      

GYMNOSPERMS CONIFERS   

      

Cupressaceae Juniper family   

Cupressus sempervirens Italian Cypress 21 

Juniperus  phoenicea Phoenicean Juniper 22 

      

Ephedraceae Joint-pine Family   

Ephedra fragilis Joint-pine 22 

      

Pinaceae Pine Family   

Pinus brutia Calabrian Pine 24 

Pinus pinea Stone Pine 24 

      

ANGIOSPERMS FLOWERING PLANTS   

      

Pre-Dicots Primitive Angiosperms   

Lauraceae Laurel Family   

Laurus nobilis Bay Tree 25 

      

Eu-Dicots True Dicotyledons   

Amaranthaceae Pigweed Family   

Bosea cypria* - 27 

Noaea mucronata - 23 

Sueda maritima Annual Sea-blite 22 

      

Anacardiaceae Sumach Family   

Pistacia atlantica Mount Atlas Mastic Tree 24 

Pistacia lentiscus Mastic Tree 22 
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Scientific name Common name Date first recorded 

      

Pistacia terebinthus Turpentine Bush 25 

      

Apiaceae Carrot Family   

Crithmum maritimum Sea Samphire 28 

Daucus carota  Wild Carrot 21 

Foeniculum vulgare Fennel 21 

Smyrnium olusatrum Alexanders 27 

      

Boraginaceae Borage Family   

Echium angustifolium Narrow-leaved Bugloss 23 

Lithodora hispidula - 27 

      

Brassicaceae Cabbage Family   

Alyssum akamasicum* - 27 

Sinapis alba White Mustard 21 

      

Capparaceae Caper Family   

Capparis spinosa Caper Bush 23 

      

Caryophyllaceae Pink Family   

Silene fruticosa Woody Catchfly 24 

      

Cistaceae Cistus Family   

Cistus creticus - 27 

Cistus ladanifer Gum Cistus 27 

Cistus monspeliensis Narrow-leaved Cistus 24 

Cistus parviflorus Small-flowered Cistus 27 

Cistus salviifolius Sage-leaved Cistus 27 

      

Compositae (Asteraceae) Daisy Family   

Aster squamatus - 22 

Bellis sylvestris Southern Daisy 23 

Bidens sp. A Bur-marigold 21 

Calendula arvensis Field Marigold 23 

Centaurea aegialophila - 22 

Centaurea veneris* - 27 

Dittrichia viscosa Stink Aster 22 

Glebionis coronarium agg. Crown Daisy 25 

Leontodon tuberosum Tuberous Hawkbit 23 

Phagnalon rupestre Phagnalon 22 

Sonchus oleraceus  Smooth Sow-thistle 25 

Taraxacum aphrogenes* a Dandelion 22 

      

Cucurbitaceae Gourd Family   

Ecballium elaterium Squirting Cucumber 28 

      

Ericaceae Heather Family   

Arbutus andrachne Eastern Strawberry Tree 27 

      

Euphorbiaceae Spurge Family   

Euphorbia dimorphocaulon - 24 

Mercurialis annua Annual Mercury 22 

Ricinus communis Castor-oil Plant 26 
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Scientific name Common name Date first recorded 

      

Fabaceae Pea Family   

Calicotome (Calycotome) villosa Spiny Broom 25 

Ceratonia siliqua Carob 25 

Genista fasselata (sphacelata) - 25 

Medicago marina   22 

      

Fagaceae Oak Family   

Quercus coccifera Kermes Oak 25 

Quercus infectoria Deciduous or Royal Oak 24 

      

Frankeniaceae Sea-heath Family   

Frankenia hirsuta Hairy Sea-heath 24 

      

Lamiaceae Dead-nettle Family   

Micromeria nervosa   25 

Salvia fruticosa Greek Sage 27 

Salvia verbenaca Wild Clary 23 

Thymus capitatus Capitate Thyme 23 

Thymus integer* - 27 

      

Malvaceae Mallow Family   

Malva sylvestris Common Mallow 28 

      

Meliaceae Persian Lilac Family   

Melia azedarach Indian Bead Tree 23 

      

Myrtaceae Myrtle Family   

Myrtus communis Myrtle 25 

      

Oleaceae Olive Family   

Olea europaea Olive 25 

      

Oxalidaceae Sorrel Family   

Oxalis pes-caprae Bermuda Buttercup 21 

      

Papaveraceae Poppy Family   

Glaucium flavum Yellow Horned-poppy 28 

      

Platanaceae Plane Tree Family   

Platanus orientalis Plane Tree 24 

      

Polygonaceae Dock Family   

Polygonum equisetiforme - 21 

      

Primulaceae Primrose Family   

Cyclamen cyprium* Cypriot Sowbread 24 

Cyclamen persicum Persian Sowbread 23 

Samolus valerandi  Brookweed 27 

      

Ranunculaceae Buttercup Family   

Anemone coronaria Crown Anemone 23 

Ranunculus bullatus - 22 
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Scientific name Common name Date first recorded 

      

Rosaceae Rose Family   

Crataegus azarolus Mediterranean Hawthorn 27 

Eriobotrya japonica Loquat 21 

Prunus dulcis Almond 27 

Pyrus syriaca Syrian Pear 27 

Rubus sanctus a Bramble 27 

Sarcopoterium spinosum Thorny Burnet 23 

      

Rubiaceae Bedstraw Family   

Rubia tenuifolia Narrow-leaved Madder 26 

      

Scrophulariaceae Figwort Family   

Verbascum sinuatum - 22 

      

Solanaceae Nightshade Family   

Mandragora officinalis (Mandragora autumnalis) Mandrake 23 

Solanum nigrum  Black Nightshade 21 

Solanum villosum - 25 

Withania somnifera Indian Ginseng 21 

      

Verbenaceae Verbena Family   

Verbena officinalis Vervain 25 

      

Zygophyllaceae Caltrop Family   

Fagonia cretica - 26 

Zygophyllum album   22 

      

Monocots Monocotyledons   

      

Amaryllidaceae Daffodil Family   

Narcissus serotinus - 22 

Narcissus tazetta Bunch-flowered Narcissus 25 

Pancratium maritimum Sea Daffodil 22 

      

Araceae Arum Family   

Arisarum vulgare Friar's Cowl 23 

      

Asparagaceae Asparagus Family   

Asparagus horridus (A. stipularis)   22 

Drimia maritima Sea Squill 22 

Hyacinthella millingenii* - 27 

Muscari parviflorum Autumn Grape Hyacinth 23 

Prospero autumnale (Scilla autumnalis) Autumn Squill 22 

      

Colchicaceae Meadow Saffron Family   

Colchicum pusillum - 22 

      

Iridaceae Iris Family   

Crocus veneris* Cyprus Crocus 24 

      

Orchidaceae Orchid Family   

Ophrys omegaifera subsp. israelitica - 27 

Spiranthes spiralis Autumn Lady's Tresses 24 
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Scientific name Common name Date first recorded 

      

Poaceae Grass Family   

Arundo donax Giant Reed 22 

Hyparrhenia hirta Common Thatching Grass 23 

Phragmites australis Common Reed 22 

Setaria pumila Yellow Bristle-grass   

      

Smilaceae Smilax Family   

Smilax aspera Smilax 23 

      

Xanthorrhoeaceae Asphodel Family   

Asphodelus fistulosus Hollow-stemmed Asphodel 25 

Asphodelus ramosus Common Asphodel 22 

Birds (= recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

      December 

  Common name Scientific name 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

1 Common Shelduck  Tadorna tadorna   2             

2 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos 1              

3 Northern Shoveler  Anas clypeata 1 5             

4 Eurasian Teal  Anas crecca 2 15             

5 Chukar Partridge  Alectoris chukar         12 18     

6 Black Francolin  Francolinus francolinus 1               

7 Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus           1     

8 Black-necked Grebe  Podiceps nigricollis           1     

9 Greater Flamingo  Phoenicopterus roseus   35             

10 Western Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis 4             1 

11 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea   14       1     

12 Great Egret Ardea alba   1             

13 Little Egret Egretta garzetta   1             

14 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo   1 4 2         

15 Eurasian Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus             1   

16 Western Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus   6             

17 Hen Harrier  Circus cyaneus       1         

18 Long-legged Buzzard  Buteo rufinus 1         1     

19 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo   4             

20 Griffon Vulture Gyps fulvus   7             

21 Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus   3             

22 Eurasian Coot Fulica atra   4             

23 Common Crane Grus grus   12           19 

24 Northern Lapwing  Vanellus vanellus 22               

25 Spur-winged Lapwing Vanellus spinosus 10               

26 European Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria     100           

27 Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula           2   1 

28 Dunlin  Calidris alpina               1 

29 Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus   130             

30 Yellow-legged Gull  Larus michahellis   4 5 15 4     

31 Feral Pigeon Columba livia domestica          

32 Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus 41         

33 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto 2         

34 Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis     2           

35 Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus 3 3 2 2 3 2 1   
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      December 

  Common name Scientific name 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

36 Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus       1         

37 Eurasian Magpie  Pica pica 1     3       

38 Western Jackdaw  Coloeus monedula   40         

39 Hooded Crow  Corvus cornix 16           

40 Great Tit  Parus major aphrodite   1 5 2 2 1 3   

41 Woodlark  Lullula arborea     6          

42 Eurasian Skylark  Alauda arvensis     3          

43 Crested Lark  Galerida cristata   8 12          

44 Eurasian Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne rupestris   2     6       

45 Cetti's Warbler  Cettia cetti       H   H     

46 Common Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita   3 2 3 5     

47 Eurasian Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla       1 2 2 2   

48 Sardinian Warbler  Sylvia melanocephala   1 6 4 4 2 4   

49 Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris     62           

50 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula             1   

51 Song Thrush  Turdus philomelos   1   1 2   1   

52 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula     2 1 3 3 2   

53 Black Redstart  Phoenicurus ochruros 1 1 12 1   1     

54 Blue Rock Thrush  Monticola solitarius   1   1         

55 European Stonechat  Saxicola rubicola 14         

56 Finsch's Wheatear  Oenanthe finschii           1     

57 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus 4         

58 Spanish Sparrow  Passer hispaniolensis     12 4         

59 Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea 1         1     

60 White Wagtail  Motacilla alba 6 6 4     3     

61 Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis 12   14 1 2 3     

62 Water Pipit Anthus spinoletta         1       

63 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs     3   12 5 4   

64 European Greenfinch  Chloris chloris   4 4   2 6 3   

65 Common Linnet  Linaria cannabina   18 12 10   4     

66 European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis 6   19 3 5 4 22   

67 European Serin  Serinus serinus   2     2 2 1   

68 Corn Bunting  Emberiza calandra           1     

69 Common Reed Bunting  Emberiza schoeniclus   4             

Amphibians & Reptiles                   

1 Snake-eyed Lizard Ophisops elegans                

2 Schreiber's Spiny-footed Lizard Acanthodactylus schreiberi                

Fish                   

1 European Eel Anguilla anguilla                

Butterflies                   

1 Large White Pieris brassicae                

2 Small White Artogeia rapae                

3 Painted Lady Vanessa cardui                

4 Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta              
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      December 

  Common name Scientific name 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

Macro Moths                   

1 Humming-bird Hawk-moth Macroglossum stellatarum              

Crustacea (* denotes endemic)                   

1 Cyprus Freshwater Crab* Potamius potamius                

Other invertebrates                   

1 Common Cone-headed Grasshopper Acrida ungarica               

 


