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Tour participants: Yiannis Christofides & Mike Crewe (leaders) with 14 Naturetrek participants 

Summary 

Cyprus has long been an easy destination in the eastern Mediterranean to reach from the UK, making it an ideal 

place for a quick get-away and to shake off some of the winter blues (or perhaps that should be greys!). 

Following a prolonged drought in the country during the summer and autumn period, many of the flowers of the 

late-season period were a little thin on the ground, while winter birds were probably still hanging on further 

north due to a continuing mild winter. However, naturalists will always find things to look at and the fact that 

each year is different is just one aspect of what makes exploration of the natural world so fascinating – some 

things are down, others are up: it all makes for great exploration. We spent a wonderful week in a largely sunny – 

though sometimes cool – Cyprus, with a few local showers passing through but not enough to hamper our plans. 

 

Coastal exploration along scenic, rocky shores and in neighbouring farm fields provided us with a trio of Greater 

Sand Plovers among a flock of Golden Plovers, hunting Merlin, Peregrines and Hen Harriers, skulking Black 

Francolins and dapper Spur-winged Lapwings, while a day around the Akrotiri Peninsula produced gaudy, pink, 

Greater Flamingos, a busy feeding party of Red-throated Pipits and a surprise Siberian Stonechat. Even at the 

shore, there were endemic plants to find, and we were blessed by Aphrodite’s Dandelion in its froth-blown 

home. 

 

In the rolling hinterland, a patchwork of limestone hills and rugged, pillow larva outcrops was home to a great 

wealth of Cypriot plants, many of which we were able to first get to grips with at the well-maintained Episkopi 

Environmental Centre. Days further afield saw us heading up into the extensive Calabrian Pine woods of Paphos 

Forest, where endemic plants vied for our attention with wonderfully dusky Cyprus Coal Tits, and we gazed 

across seemingly endless ridge tops to view the protected stands of Cyprus Cedar. Finally, we enjoyed the rugged 

landscape of the serpentine and ophiolite ridges of the famous Akamas Peninsula, rich in endemic plants and an 

insight into the richness of this island nation. 

 

And if all that wildlife was not enough, there were the fabulous mosaics at Paphos Headland and Agios Georgios 

and the peacefulness of the Baths of Aphrodite to take us back in time to a more romantic era… 

Day 1 Monday 20th December 

The latest trials and tribulations of the Covid-19 pandemic tested us a little today, but not too seriously and the 

worry of long delays while we were tested on arrival came to nothing as the system proved to be remarkably 

efficient. We did need to remain at the hotel until out results came through, but our journey from the airport to 

the hotel allowed for some interesting birding from the bus along the way. Passing the local water treatment 

works, we had a quick scan for the local Spur-winged Lapwing flock and found them all standing on the roof of 

the treatment plant - along with a gangly Black-winged Stilt! 

 

The fields nearby provided a few minutes of pleasure for raptor fans, as several Common Kestrels, a Hen 

Harrier, a Merlin and a feeding Peregrine all appeared in quick succession! The size and general appearance of 

the Peregrine, as it fed on its lunch, high on a pylon, indicated that it was a more northerly bird from mainland 

Eurasia that was probably wintering here. We made it to the hotel in good time and twiddled our thumbs for a 
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while until the test results arrived – all negative and everything back on course for the week, so we headed out 

for our first, slap-up, Cypriot dinner, which certainly required a lot of ‘walking off’ afterwards! 

Day 2 Tuesday 21st December 

Our first, full day in the field saw us jumping on the bus for the short drive to Paphos Headland and the famous 

archaeological site there. The remarkable collection of Hellenic Roman mosaics was much enjoyed before we 

strolled around the outer parts of the site, as far as the lighthouse and the amphitheatre. Crested Larks and 

Stonechats were noted in good numbers and small parties of Meadow Pipits bounced around overhead and in 

the grass. One or two Great Tits of the local form, aphrodite, were nice to see and the occasional Robin and 

Chiffchaff put in an appearance in the trees. The local flora provided much of interest, even at this time of the 

year, and we started to get to grips with some of the more common and widespread species, such as Tuberous 

Hawkbit, Echium angustifolium, Lycium schweinfurthii and Sea Squill, as well as the more localised Withania somnifera 

and Noaea mucronata. Towards the end of our circular walk, we chanced across a very obliging group of three 

Woodlarks, some preening Spanish Sparrows and a smart couple of Greenfinches. 

 

We circled round to the outside of the fence and walked out to the rocky beach. After a little bit of a search, we 

located the local flock of Golden Plovers that typically spend the winter here and after a brief scan, we soon 

picked up a Greater Sand Plover among them. While enjoying great scope views, we added another two sand 

plovers to the total before passing people wandered out onto the rocks and caused the birds to take flight. On 

the way back for lunch, Yiannis tracked down a nice little colony of the endemic Aphrodite Dandelion 

(Taraxacum aphrogenes) with its wonderful, glossy leaves and tiny flowerheads. 

 

We had bought pies from a bakery earlier and soon demolished them on the bus, then headed inland a short way 

(via a coffee shop!) to a section of the Ezousa river valley near Agia Varvara. We checked out some water-

holding lagoons which proved to be empty, but we nevertheless found a nice array of things to occupy us, 

including Limonium sinuatum, Heliotropium hirsutissimum and the spectacular Arundo plinii. The latter, being a grass, 

appeared to be of greatest interest to the guides and – despite its large size – had not been noted here before by 

Yiannis. Birds included a fly-by Grey Heron and some obliging flocks of Serins that perched up nicely in some 

Pecan trees and allowed prolonged scope views. A little further on, we passed into a special area of pseudo-

steppe, dominated by the grass Hyparrhenia hirsuta. Within this area were rocky outcrops of pillow lava with 

patches of Serpentine beyond and it was here, after a bit of a search, that we eventually managed to track down a 

wonderful male Finsch’s Wheatear. Botanists were also treated to a splash of colour from a large colony of 

Ranunculus cytheraeus and a scattering of tiny Crocus veneris. 

 

After doing the day’s list and enjoying an interesting lecture from Yiannis on the geology of Cyprus, we headed 

out into a rainy evening for another plate-load of great Greek food. 

Day 3 Wednesday 22nd December 

We had a very different day today as we headed south for a day around the wetlands on the Akrotiri Peninsula. 

Picking up bakery goodies on the outskirts of Limassol, our first stop was at Zakaki Marsh where the little hide 

proved rather quiet at first, though we did manage to hear a Penduline Tit calling in the reeds and a Common 

Kingfisher flashed through rather quickly. A scan over the nearby saltmarsh revealed a few Stonechats scattered 
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around on prominent perches – but one immediately looked a little too pale for comfort. Hauling up the trusty 

scope, it proved to be a Siberian Stonechat and a nice find indeed. It eventually came quite a bit closer, into the 

near edge of the reedbed and we were able to all get good views, which revealed some white in the tail base and 

suggesting that it was one of western forms of this tricky complex of birds. A large gathering of Black-headed 

Gulls held our collective attention for a while but didn’t provide us with anything new, so we headed south along 

Lady’s Mile Beach and soon picked out our first Greater Flamingos and Sea Daffodils and experienced several 

low passes from a U2 spy plane! Eventually we broke our journey with lunch, taken beside Despotiki Lake, 

where a few Teal, Shoveler, Coots and Little Grebes kept us company. 

 

Passing more flamingos, we completed our circuit around the salt lake and moved back north to take in the edge 

of the expansive reedbed at Akrotiri Marsh. Although a few Marsh Harriers constantly quartered the reeds 

during our visit, of greater interest were the grazed meadows along the roadside, which held a great selection of 

birds. Moorhens and Spur-winged Lapwings were obvious quite quickly, but we also managed to pick out a few 

Common Snipe in the shallow pools and then we discovered even more goodies in an area rich in muck and 

therefore rich in insects. Many birds were feeding here, including a Common Snipe poking around in the manure 

and a nice gathering of Red-throated Pipits, with an almost bewildering array of birds showing various levels of 

dark streaking and/or rufous faces. 

 

Our final stop of the day was made along a small track near Kensington Cliffs. Here, we soon picked out a very 

distant pair of Eurasian Griffons cruising around over the far ledges, but they were a little too far to hold our 

attention for long. We roamed around enjoying the botanical delights for a while, especially the tiny Narcissus 

obsoletus and the even tinier Colchicum pusillum. And then, as we were about to leave, the vultures decided that we 

hadn’t paid them enough attention, so they cruised right over to check us out, gave us a few twirls, then returned 

from whence they had come – an amazing ending to a great day! 

Day 4 Thursday 23rd December 

This morning we were ready for the off; all packed up and ready to move on, we headed out after breakfast to 

take a wonderful meander through the seemingly endless twists and turns of Cyprus’s backroads, gradually 

heading north to our next hotel on the edge of the Akamas Peninsula. We spent the bulk of the morning at the 

Episkopi Environmental Centre, where we enjoyed a very informative film about the Ezousa river valley and its 

wildlife, after which we spent time in the grounds of the centre, looking at the collection of plants that 

represented many of the major species to be found in the surrounding area. The local Scops Owl had decided to 

go out for the day without telling us, but a rather distant Long-legged Buzzard at least gave us our first 

impressions of this species (better was to come later!).  

 

From the centre, we dropped a short way down the hill to an exceptional example of an outcrop of African 

limestone which had found itself here during the formation of Cyprus, when the continent of Africa made a 

major surge into southern Eurasia. The cliff provided us with excellent, close views of the resident Peregrine on 

one of its favourite ledges – and this a wonderfully pink-chested, black-faced bird of the local race, brookei, while 

the botanists enjoyed a feast of delights that included the peculiar Bosea cypria, Verbascum levanticum, Field 

Marigold, Friar’s Cowl and our first two ferns, Rustyback and Southern Polypody. 
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On the back roads towards Stroumpi, we had remarkable luck with raptors, as our driver, Doros, found a 

succession of great birds, once we had stopped to check out a soaring buzzard. This first bird turned out to be a 

Common Buzzard, but once out of the bus and with better visibility, we latched onto a rather distant but still 

clearly discernible Long-legged Buzzard, swiftly followed by a passing Hen Harrier. Doros then found a second, 

much closer Long-legged Buzzard, and this was promptly followed by a juvenile Bonelli’s Eagle! The eagle and 

closer long-leg started tussling with each other and - while that was going on - an adult Bonelli’s Eagle came 

raking through!! What a spectacular moment it was… 

 

Our weaving route continued to take us through attractive scenery, tinted with the autumn tones of the 

Terebinth bushes. At one point, we chanced across a male Black Francolin that gave at least some of us some 

good views before it disappeared into cover. Further on again, we made a roadside stop for our lunch (which we 

had bought earlier at the bakery) then took a pleasant walk across an area of limestone pavement. This provided 

a nice colony of Crocus veneris, many old seedheads of Autumn Squill, Southern Daisy and a scattering of other 

goodies. Further still, we stopped at the Evretou Dam for a quick scan to see what was around and the highlight 

here came in the shape of a small party of Crag Martins. We finally pressed on and made it to our hotel 

overlooking the sea neat Latchi in good time, followed by a few drinks and some pretty good food! 

Day 5 Friday 24th December 

Though mostly sunny and bright, today was a little chilly as we headed up into the switchback slopes of the 

Paphos Forest area. But some of us started our day with a gentle stroll along the road at first light to see what 

was about. In the event, it was rather quiet, though a few Serins, Goldfinches, Spanish Sparrows and Sardinian 

Warblers put in an appearance. Our first main stop of the day was at a viewpoint near the village of Peristona in 

an area of limestone. Here we found a couple of Chukar that we managed to get the scope onto before we 

wandered through an area of ground rich in many of the plants that we had seen on display at the Episkopi 

Environmental Centre, including many of the spiny, ‘hedgehog’ shrubs that had evolved to fight the onslaught of 

grazing goats. Patches of yellow Ranunculus cytheraeus studded the ground and a rummage on the ground provided 

us with an Oil Beetle, a Kotschy’s Gecko and a super-fast Budak’s Snake-eyed Skink. 

 

We continued uphill until we crossed into the pillow lava zone and took a walk along a pine forest track, where 

we finally had excellent views of the highly unusual, local form of Coal Tit – surely a great candidate for a split! 

Plants here were interesting too, though we were a little early for the many orchid rosettes that studded the 

ground. Teucrium cyprium, Asperula cyprica, Cistus monspeliensis and many others smothered the ground, with larger 

trees of the cinnamon-barked Eastern Strawberry Tree scattered through the landscape. A Jay was seen, and a 

party of Siskins flashed through, showing that we were gaining good altitude now and we continued on into the 

ophiolitic zone, where Acer obtusifolium and the wonderfully golden-haired Quercus alnifolia became part of the 

scene. 

 

Soon, we were even higher, at Stavros, and we decided to take lunch at the conveniently-placed café, where hot 

drinks were available. A Hummingbird Hawk-moth in the Gents was an exciting find and it took to the wing 

readily, despite the cool weather. Once we had eaten yet more fabulous pies, we walked a circular route around 

the Mouflon pen and found more Chiffchaffs, Chaffinches and Coal Tits in the trees and a patch of Viola alba 

leaves on the ground. Our last stop of the day was along the ridge just a little higher up, at a spot that gave us a 

spectacular view through ever-more-distant hills and ridges to the sea, far, far, below. Here we also caught sight 
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of some of the endemic Cyprus Cedars that grow well in this small corner of the island, but which are becoming 

increasingly threatened. It had been a very scenic day today and Doros had further tricks up his sleeve as he led 

us on a zigzag descent along little backroads that only a local could know about – we even had one place where 

the road disappeared because someone had built a house on it and we had to drive round the outside of the 

garden fence to continue our journey! 

 

Day 6 Saturday 25th December 

Where were you on Christmas day? We were breezing around the twisting roads of Cyprus and taking a stroll on 

the beach – and at least one of us even took a Christmas Day swim later in the day! The group decided against a 

pre-breakfast walk today, so those that wished, took themselves off for a walk on the beach in various directions. 

After breakfast, we drove ‘over the hill’ to Agios Georgios, a once-pretty little headland, overlooking the island 

of Geronisos, but now being rapidly swallowed up by the tourist sprawl that stretches all the way to Paphos. But 

still the headland offers up some nice wildlife, with Sardinian Warblers, Greenfinches and Stonechats in the 

Lycium bushes and Crested Larks on the open ground. A ‘ringtail’ Hen Harrier made the fool-hardy decision to 

fly out and investigate the island, only to be soundly seen off by the many Yellow-legged Gulls out there! Rocky 

coast plants such as Hairy Sea-heath, Winged Sea-lavender and the endemic Aphrodite Dandelion were present, 

with the latter flowering almost in profusion. Yiannis led the way turning over rocks and we gradually revealed 

Budak’s Snake-eyed Skink (which proved all too quick for us!) and the more sedate, Kotschy’s Geckos. An old 

mattress provided a convenient basking spot for a Snake-eyed Lizard. 

 

Heading back up the hill, we passed through the new developments on the limestone ridge at Pegeia and into the 

pine forest at the top for our lunch at the picnic area there. It’s probably fair to say that the groove thumping out 

from the huge speakers of the ‘Euro Pop’ gang were not to everyone’s taste as Christmas Day entertainment, but 

at least they were public-spirited enough to wish to share their music with us! Having eaten our wonderful pies 

and pastries from the bakery, we made a nice, circular walk around the many tracks in the area and picked out 

some nice plants, including the last Autumn Ladies’-tresses of the year, Euphorbia dimorphocaulon, Colchicum pusillum 

and the ludicrously tiny Least Adder’s-tongue fern. 

 

We drove back towards our hotel mid-afternoon to allow time for a nice walk along a grassy footpath through 

rocky scree. Here, our main prize was a wonderful display of Bunch-headed Daffodils, as well as some nice finch 

flocks that included many Serins. Our walk meandered back down through recently ploughed fields and then 

back along the road to our hotel in time for some very exciting exploits with our covid test kits! 

Day 7 Sunday 26th December 

The weather turned the tables on us today and decided to be a little dull and drizzly, so Yiannis and Doros made 

quick changes to our plans, and we spent much of the morning in the bus, searching along the local backroads 

for the illusive Black Francolin. This ploy did turn up an excellent number of Chukars, as well as our first Corn 

Buntings in some Almond trees, but the francolin remained elusive. Despite the drizzle, our route was 

remarkably scenic (if not a little tortuous at times!) and we made our way along many a dirt track through stony 

fields, until we ended up in a farmyard! No problem – Doros soon had us back on track and we eventually 

passed into more natural terrain, where Spiny Burnet and broom clothed the ground and pine woodland 
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gradually took over. A flock of 15 or so Woodlarks was a nice treat (if a little flighty) and we tangled with a flock 

of migrating goats for a while, before we alighted and began a pleasant walk as the rain eased off.  

 

Our walk was on some of the extensive tracts of Serpentine and ophiolitic rocks that make up much of the 

Akamas Peninsula and this was reflected in the plants. Grey rosettes of Odontarrhena akamasica and Centaurea 

akamantis studded the scree and we found a small colony of the endemic, pale blue, Hyacinthella millingenii. We 

continued on towards the picnic area and managed to pick out the wonderful Ophrys omegaifera ssp. israelitica in 

flower – always a treat to see an orchid in flower in December! Not much further on, we picked out a couple of 

Goldcrests in a pine and were treated to nice views of the local freshwater crabs. Pies were cooling off and the 

rain was coming back, so it was time to have lunch treats.  

 

For the afternoon, we paid a visit to the Baths of Aphrodite after a short coffee break and, for those of us too 

philistine to appreciate the finer points of Aphrodite’s boudoir, the gem of a highlight here was a thoroughly 

entertaining Cetti’s Warbler that disported itself before us all for as long as we wanted, crawling around on the 

rock face and fig branches in search of food just a few metres away from us. We circled through the site and 

came out on the coastal path, which we followed to enjoy glorious views of the Mediterranean and some 

amazing rock conglomerates. Again, these rock formations provided great botany, with Bunch-flowered 

Daffodils, Persian Cyclamen and the wonderful Romulea tempskyana amongst the highlights. For the birders, there 

was a wonderful moment where, in one small patch of olives, we enjoyed Sardinian Warbler, Robin, Black 

Redstart, Great Tit, Stonechat and a male Blue Rock Thrush. We headed back having seen some great wildlife, 

but heavy with the thought of the impending Passenger Locator Forms bearing down upon us! 

Day 8 Monday 27th December 

All good things must come to an end, they say. But why must they say that? Maybe if they didn’t say that, it 

wouldn’t happen! But end, they must, it seems. Our final day began with the usual routine of packing and loading 

the bus, with a final view of the local pair of Laughing Doves feeding with the chickens to remind us that bird 

populations are always changing. We headed for Paphos first to collect an itinerant pair of shoes and a shower 

cap (no names, no pack drill) and Yiannis collected his car. From there, we took a final stroll around the 

agricultural fields near the sewage treatment works and the airport for a final selection of botany and birding 

treats. The plants were all rather typical of heavily managed, arable land and included a number of introduced 

species, such as the North American Euphorbia heterophylla and some intriguing grasses that remain as yet 

unrecognised. A recently cut Lucerne field was attracting quite a number of Meadow Pipits and a female Marsh 

Harrier was in attendance in nearby trees. Stonechats worked along the hedge lines and a Zitting Cisticola sat up 

briefly. Of greatest interest, though, were the Spur-winged Lapwings, which showed far better this time than they 

had on our first visit a week ago and still had the Black-winged Stilt tagging along with them. Common Snipe 

and Grey Wagtail were our final treats before we drove the final few kilometres to the airport to check in. The 

process went smoothly, and all of our covid-test paperwork was in order and quickly checked.  

 

Cyprus had proved to be an excellent choice for a Christmas diversion away from the troubles of the world. 

Though bird numbers were lower than we might have expected (perhaps a symptom of the mild winter so far), 

there was still plenty to enjoy, and the Cypriot people were ever-attendant to the requirements of the current 

pandemic, making us feel safe and well looked-after. Very many thanks to Yiannis for his amazing knowledge of 
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all things natural in Cyprus – including the all-important geology – and to Doros for his keen eye and excellent 

bird-spotting skills, even while driving. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Birds (✓=recorded but not counted; h = heard only) 

 
     December 
 Common name Scientific name 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

1 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos   6+      

2 Northern Shoveler Spatula clypeata    2          

3 Eurasian Teal Anas crecca   
✓ 

     

4 Chukar Partridge Alectoris chukar   2 h 2 10 30+ 5 

5 Black Francolin Francolinus francolinus   1 1     

6 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis     4          

7 Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus roseus     ✓           

8 Western Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis   2      

9 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea  1 10      

10 Great Egret Ardea alba 1  4      

11 Little Egret Egretta garzetta   ✓            

12 European Shag Gulosus aristotelis  1      1  7  ✓  ✓  

13 Griffon Vulture Gyps fulvus   2      

14 Bonelli's Eagle Aquila fasciata      2         

15 Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus     1   1  1      

 
16 

Western Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus   6+     1 

17 Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus 1   1    1   

18 Long-legged Buzzard Buteo rufinus       4+     1    

19 Common Buzzard Buteo buteo   3 4 2  1 1 

20 Water Rail Rallus aquaticus   h      

21 Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus   ✓      

22 Eurasian Coot Fulica atra   6+      

23 Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus 1       1 

24 Spur-winged Lapwing Vanellus spinosus 25+  12+     
15
+ 

25 European Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria  50       

26 Greater Sand Plover Charadrius leschenaultii  3       

27 Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago   6+     1 

28 Common Redshank Tringa totanus   1      

29 Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus 1  ✓      

30 Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis   ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓  ✓  ✓  ✓  

31 Feral Pigeon - I Columba livia var. domestica ✓  ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓  ✓  ✓  ✓  

32 Common Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓  ✓  ✓ 

33 Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

34 Laughing Dove Spilopelia senegalensis   1       1   2 1  

35 Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis    1            

36 Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

37 Merlin Falco columbarius 1             

38 Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus 1  1 1          

39 Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius         2      

40 Eurasian Magpie Pica pica   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓  ✓  

41 Western Jackdaw Coloeus monedula  ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

42 Hooded Crow Corvus cornix  ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓  ✓  ✓  ✓  ✓  

43 Coal Tit Periparus ater      ✓    

44 Great Tit Parus major aphrodite   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓  ✓  ✓  ✓  

45 Eurasian Penduline Tit Remiz pendulinus   h      

46 Woodlark Lullula arborea   18     1  2  15+    
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     December 
 Common name Scientific name 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

47 Crested Lark Galerida cristata  
✓ ✓   

✓   

48 Eurasian Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne rupestris      5        

49 Cetti's Warbler Cettia cetti    h   h     1 h  

50 Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita   5+ h h h h ✓ ✓ 

51 Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis   1 1   1  1 

52 Eurasian Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla     h h        

53 Sardinian Warbler Curruca melanocephala  
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

54 Goldcrest Regulus regulus        2  

55 Eurasian Wren Troglodytes troglodytes       1        

56 Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris    ✓ ✓    
✓     

57 Common Blackbird Turdus merula     ✓  
✓ ✓ ✓   

58 Song Thrush Turdus philomelos       3 5  

59 European Robin Erithacus rubecula   ✓ ✓  
✓ ✓   ✓ ✓  

60 Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros   6 2 1 2 4  4 5  

61 Blue Rock Thrush Monticola solitarius    1   1  

62 European Stonechat Saxicola rubicola  
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

63 Siberian Stonechat Saxicola maurus   1      

64 Finsch's Wheatear Oenanthe finschii  1       

65 House Sparrow Passer domesticus  ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

66 Spanish Sparrow Passer hispaniolensis   ✓  
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

67 Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea           1 1  

68 White Wagtail Motacilla alba alba  ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

69 Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

70 Red-throated Pipit Anthus cervinus   8      

71 Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

72 European Greenfinch Chloris chloris  ✓    ✓ ✓ ✓ 

73 Common Linnet Linaria cannabina   10 2  6 ✓  
✓  

74 European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis    ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

75 European Serin Serinus serinus    ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

76 Eurasian Siskin Spinus spinus        10+       

77 Corn Bunting Emberiza calandra           50+   

 

Reptiles & Amphibians 
                  

1 Cyprus Water Frog Pelophylax cypriensis       ✓         

2 Kotschy’s Gecko Mediodactylus kotschyi         ✓     

3 Snake-eyed Lizard Ophisops elegans          ✓     

4 
Budak’s Snake-eyed 
Skink 

Ablepharus budaki     ✓ ✓   

 

Butterflies 
                  

1 Eastern Bath White Pontia edusa   ✓          

2 Small White Pieris rapae    ✓ ✓     ✓     

3 Painted Lady Vanessa cardui     ✓   ✓      

4 Red Admiral  Vanessa atalanta     
✓ ✓     

 

Other creatures of interest 

Freshwater Crab sp. Potamon potamius/ibericum 

Hummingbird Hawk-moth Macroglossum stellatarum 
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Common Darter Sympetrum striolatum 

Carpenter Bee Xylocopa sp. 

Oil Beetle Meloe sp. 

European Mouflon Ovis aries musimon 

 

Flora 

Nomenclature contained within this list follows the taxonomic amendments, based on DNA analysis, made by 

the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew and the Missouri Botanic Garden, and which originate from the work of the 

Angiosperm Phylogeny Group and similar co-operative groups. (With thanks to Yiannis for providing the plant 

list) 

  

* indicates that a species is endemic   

PTERIDOPHYTES FERNS & ALLIES 

    
Lycophytes Clubmosses & Quillworts 

    

Selaginellaceae Lesser Clubmoss Family 

Selaginella denticulata Mediterranean Clubmoss 

  

Calamophytes Horsetails 

    
Equisetaceae  Horsetail Family 
Equisetum ramosissimum Branched Horsetail 

    

Eusporangiate Ferns Adder's-tongues & Moonworts 

  

Ophioglossaceae Adder's-tongues & Moonworts 

Ophioglossum lusitanicum Least Adder's-tongue 

    
Leptosporangiate Ferns True Ferns 

    

Pteridaceae Ribbon Fern Family 

Anogramma leptophylla Jersey Fern 

Adiantum capillus-veneris Common Maidenhair Fern 

  

Dennstaedtiaceae Brackens 

Pteridium aquilinum  Common Bracken 

  
Aspleniaceae Spleenwort Family 

Asplenium ceterach Rustyback  

    

Polypodiaceae Polypody Family 

Polypodium cambricum Southern Polypody 

    
GYMNOSPERMS CONIFERS 

    

Ephedraceae Joint-pine Family 

Ephedra foeminea Eastern Joint-pine 

  

Pinaceae Pine Family 

Cedrus libani var. brevifolia Cyprus Cedar 

Pinus brutia Calabrian Pine 
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* indicates that a species is endemic   

PTERIDOPHYTES FERNS & ALLIES 

Pinus pinea Stone Pine 

  

Cupressaceae Juniper family 
Cupressus sempervirens Italian Cypress 

Juniperus phoenicea Phoenicean Juniper 

    

    
ANGIOSPERMS FLOWERING PLANTS 

    

Pre-Dicots Primitive Angiosperms 

Lauraceae Laurel Family 

Laurus nobilis Bay Tree 

    
Monocots Monocotyledons 

    

Araceae Arum Family 

Arisarum vulgare Friar's Cowl 

    

Colchicaceae Meadow Saffron Family 

Colchicum pusillum - 

    

Smilaceae Smilax Family 

Smilax aspera Common Smilax 

    

Orchidaceae Orchid Family 

Spiranthes spiralis Autumn Lady's Tresses 

Ophrys omegaifera subsp. israelitica - 

    

Iridaceae Iris Family 

Crocus veneris* Cyprus Crocus 

Romulea tempskyana - 

    

Asphodelaceae Asphodel Family 

Asphodelus ramosus Branched Asphodel 

  

Amaryllidaceae Daffodil Family 

Narcissus obsoletus - 

Narcissus tazetta Bunch-flowered Narcissus 

Pancratium maritimum Sea Daffodil 

    

Asparagaceae Asparagus Family 

Drimia aphylla Eastern Sea Squill 

Hyacinthella millingenii* - 

Asparagus horridus  Spiny Asparagus 

    

Poaceae Grass Family 

Hyparrhenia hirta  Common Thatching Grass 

Arundo donax  Giant Reed 

Arundo micrantha   

Arundo plinii  

Phragmites australis  Common Reed 

Sporobolus pungens     

Cynodon dactylon   Bermuda-grass 
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* indicates that a species is endemic   

PTERIDOPHYTES FERNS & ALLIES 

  
Eu-Dicots True Dicotyledons 

  

Ranunculaceae Buttercup Family 

Ranunculus cytheraeus - 

    

Platanaceae Plane Tree Family 

Platanus orientalis Oriental Plane 

    

Zygophyllaceae Caltrop Family 

Zygophyllum creticum - 

Zygophyllum album   

    

Fabaceae Pea Family 

Ceratonia siliqua Carob 

Calicotome villosa Spiny Broom 

Genista fasselata - 

    

Rosaceae Rose Family 

Prunus amygdalus  Almond 

Rhaphiolepis bibas  Loquat 

Crataegus azarolus  Azarole 

Rubus criticus  a Bramble 

Sarcopoterium spinosum  Spiny Burnet 

    
Rhamnaceae Buckthorn Family 

Rhamnus oleoides Olive Buckthorn 

    
Fagaceae Oak Family 
Quercus alnifolia Golden Oak 

Quercus coccifera Kermes Oak 

Quercus infectoria Aleppo Oak 

    

Cucurbitaceae Gourd Family 

Ecballium elaterium Squirting Cucumber 

    

Oxalidaceae Sorrel Family 

Oxalis pes-caprae Bermuda Buttercup 

    

Euphorbiaceae Spurge Family 

Mercurialis annua Annual Mercury 

Ricinus communis Castor-oil Plant 

Euphorbia dimorphocaulon - 

Euphorbia heterophylla  

    

Myrtaceae Myrtle Family 

Myrtus communis Common Myrtle 

    

Anacardiaceae Sumach Family 

Pistacia lentiscus Mastic Tree 
Pistacia terebinthus Turpentine Bush 
Schinus molle  Peruvian Pepper Tree 

Schinus terebinthifolius  Brazilian Pepper Tree 
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* indicates that a species is endemic   

PTERIDOPHYTES FERNS & ALLIES 

Acer obtusifolium  

  

Meliaceae Persian Lilac Family 

Melia azedarach Indian Bead Tree 

    

Cistaceae Rock-rose Family 

Cistus monspeliensis Narrow-leaved Cistus 

Cistus salviifolius Sage-leaved Cistus 

    

Resedaceae Mignonette Family 

Reseda orientalis Oriental Mignonette 

    

Capparaceae Caper Family 

Capparis spinosa Caper Bush 

    

Brassicaceae Cabbage Family 

Diplotaxis tenuifolia  Perennial Wall-rocket 

Sinapis alba  White Mustard 

Odontarrhena akamasica* Akamas Alison 

  

Frankeniaceae Sea-heath Family 

Frankenia hirsuta Hairy Sea-heath 

    

Plumbaginaceae Thrift Family 
Limonium sinuatum Winged Sea-lavender 

    

Polygonaceae Dock Family 

Periscaria lanigera   

Polygonum equisetiforme Horsetail Knotgrass 

  
Caryophyllaceae Pink Family 

Dianthus strictus subsp. troodi   

    

Amaranthaceae Pigweed Family 

Suaeda vera  Shrubby Sea-blite 

Noaea mucronata - 

Salsola kali  Prickly Saltwort 

Bosea cypria*  - 

    

Primulaceae Primrose Family 

Cyclamen cyprium* Cypriot Sowbread 

Cyclamen persicum Persian Sowbread 

Samolus valerandi  Common Brookweed 

    

Styracaceae Storax Family 
Styrax officinalis Storax 

    
Ericaceae Heather Family 
Arbutus andrachne Eastern Strawberry Tree 

    

Rubiaceae Bedstraw Family 

Asperula cypria Cyprus Squinancywort 

Rubia tenuifolia Narrow-leaved Madder 
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* indicates that a species is endemic   

PTERIDOPHYTES FERNS & ALLIES 

    

Boraginaceae Borage Family 

Lithodora hispidula  - 

Echium angustifolium  Narrow-leaved Bugloss 

Heliotropium hirsutissimum  Hairy Heliotrope 

Cordia myxa  Assyrian Plum 

  

Solanaceae Nightshade Family 

Solanum nigrum  Black Nightshade 

Withania somnifera Indian Ginseng 

Mandragora autumnalis Common Mandrake 

Lycium ferocissimum South African Boxthorn 

Lycium schweinfurthii Mediterranean Boxthorn 

    

Oleaceae Olive Family 

Olea europaea Common Olive 

    

Scrophulariaceae Figwort Family 

Verbascum levanticum Levant Mullein 

    

Verbenaceae Verbena Family 

Verbena officinalis Vervain 

    

Lamiaceae Dead-nettle Family 

Salvia fruticosa Greek Sage 

Thymbra capitata  Capitate Thyme 

Teucrium creticum  Cretan Germander 

Stachys cretica  Cretan Woundwort 

Prasium majus  Prasium 

Phlomis cypria    

Lamium amplexicaule  Henbit Dead-nettle 

  

Asteraceae Daisy Family 

Echinops spinosissimus   Spiny Echinops 

Centaurea cyprensis*  - 

Ptilostemon chamaepeuce  Shrubby Ptilostemon 

Taraxacum aphrogenes*   Aphrodite’s Dandelion 

Leontodon tuberosum  Tuberous Hawkbit 

Calendula arvensis  Field Marigold 

Bellis sylvestris  Southern Daisy 

Erigeron bonariensis  Hairy Fleabane 

Symphyotrichum subulatum var. squamatus  Annual Saltmarsh Daisy 

Glebionis coronarium  Crown Daisy 

Dittrichia viscosa   Woody Fleabane 

Limbarda crithmoides  Golden Samphire 

Bidens pilosa  Black-jack 

    

Caprifoliaceae Honeysuckle Family 

Pterocephalus multiflorus   

    

Apiaceae Carrot Family 

Smyrnium olusatrum  Alexanders 

Ferula communis  Giant Fennel 
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* indicates that a species is endemic   

PTERIDOPHYTES FERNS & ALLIES 

Daucus carota  Wild Carrot 

Crithmum maritimum  Sea Samphire 

Foeniculum vulgare  Fennel 

    

 


