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Tour participants: Peter Dunn & Yiannis Christofides (leaders) with 16 Naturetrek clients  

   Christakis (driver) 

Summary 

The aim of a ‘Go Slow’ Naturetrek holiday is to allow everyone to enjoy the natural world at a more leisurely 

pace, and with a great deal more leisure time than on a conventional Naturetrek holiday. This ‘Go Slow’ tour was 

the first to be run by Naturetrek and involved a relaxing week of birding and botanising on the Mediterranean 

island of Cyprus. We were based for seven nights in the village of Drousia in the Drousia Heights Hotel, 

overlooking the natural beauty of the Akamas Peninsula National Park on the western side of the island.  

 

From here we headed out each day on natural history visits and walks in search of migrant birds, flowers and a 

variety of other wildlife, breaking with a taverna lunch or a picnic in a scenic spot. The highlights of the week 

included Black Francolin, Rüppell’s Warbler, the endemics Cyprus Wheatear and Cyprus Warbler, and orchids 

such as the endemics Ophrys kotschyi, Ophrys elegans and Ophrys astarte, plus many others. At the end of each day, we 

gathered in the fine surroundings of our hotel, serenaded by Cyprus Scops Owls, to complete our list and enjoy 

the buffet dinners. 

Day 1 Friday 17th March 

London to Paphos 

We all met bright and early for our morning flight to Cyprus, which took off on time and was soon heading over 

Europe, passing Austria and Turkey before landing in an overcast Paphos, half an hour ahead of time. Smoothly 

through immigration and with swift baggage retrieval, we surprised Yiannis with our early arrival!  

 

Bags loaded and all on board our coach, we decided to call at Paphos Sewage Works, always a favourite habitat 

with birders the world over, and we were not disappointed. Immediately after alighting we saw our first evidence 

of eastern/middle-eastern influence with Spur-winged Plovers noisily squabbling over their territories. Some 

familiar birds such as House Martin and Barn Swallow mixed with Mediterranean Red-rumped Swallows, and a 

couple of Hoopoes flew down the road. A partially bare field held a feeding party of White Wagtails, but best 

was a good-sized flock of male Black-headed Wagtails feeding in a cultivated field. Suddenly they took flight and 

a shout of “harrier” produce a beautiful ghostly male Pallid Harrier swooping across the field; the pearly grey 

wings and body feathers in stark contrast to the wedge of black primaries. This was what we had come to Cyprus 

for, and the smiles proved it; all within the first hour! 

 

It was time to set off for the hotel, with a brief stop at a bakery for some supplies. We arrived in cool overcast 

conditions at the Drousia Heights Hotel and were quickly allocated our rooms, which were well appointed and 

new. A few met for a cooling walk across the road to some rough ground, but the temperature was not 

conducive to stay out too long or for wildlife to be active, so with just the sound of scalding Sardinian Warblers, 

we headed back to warm up and prepare for our first group meeting. 

 

Peter and Yiannis welcomed the group and outlined the aims of the week, which was to be very fluid depending 

on the ability and wishes of the group, and some advice on the species to be looked for. After this, we adjourned 

for a tasty buffet dinner with something for everyone, accompanied by offerings from the bar. 
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Day 2 Saturday 18th March 

Akamas headland  

The overnight cloud had all but melted away this morning, and a few decided to join Yiannis and Peter on a 

short walk around the village. As we set off we met Tony, who had been out early, with tales of Cyprus Wheatear 

and Spanish Sparrows, so we decided to replicate his walk. A few minutes can make a big difference and we were 

unable to find them, but saw a number of Sardinian and Cetti’s Warblers and a few spikes of Barlia or Giant 

Orchid. 

 

After a sumptuous buffet breakfast, we loaded onto the bus at 9.30am and headed to the Akamas headland, 

passing through Polis and Latchi. Armed with optics and cameras, we followed Yiannis into the botanical 

gardens where he explained about the flora of Cyprus and how it survives, pointing out typical examples of some 

of the commoner plants such as Sarcopoterium spinosum, Helichrysum stoechas, Phagnalon rupetre and the various Cistus 

species. Moving on, in the gardens we encountered Bosea cypria, one of the most interesting Cypriot endemics, as 

well as Salvia fruticosa and Salvia dominica 

 

The gardens again had some confiding Sardinian Warblers and we had a brief view of a buzzard species over the 

hill which was thought to be Long-legged. From the gardens we walk to Aphrodite’s Pool, where the goddess 

had reputably bathed, and continued on to the coastal path. Both Yellow-legged and Lesser Black–backed Gulls 

cruised the coast and in between botany finds, we had good views of a male Ruppell’s Warbler feeding with a 

Sardinian Warbler, a male Blue Rock Thrush and a Peregrine. A few witnessed the miracle of migration, finding a 

mixed moving flock of warblers, including both Lesser and Common Whitethroats and Common Redstart. Our 

path was festooned with masses of scented Cyclamen persicum and Ranunculus asiaticus, and the endemic Paphos 

Blue butterfly was on the wing. 

 

We returned to the coach and headed toward Latchii for lunch, but stopped first to see a fine example of the rare 

Bee Orchid Ophrys kotschyi with Serapias bergonii, and also finding female Lesser Kestrel and Black Redstart. Lunch 

was a grand affair, sampling traditional Cypriot dishes at the Herb Garden Restaurant, consisting of a good 

number of tasters accompanied by local wine. We then walked the herb garden with its well laid out paths and 

labelled plants, before re-boarding the coach.  

 

We started to head back to the hotel at 4pm, taking a small detour past some coastal fields where we found 

Created Lark, and stopping on the climb up to the hotel as two fine Bonelli’s Eagles crossed over the road and 

soared to the distant hills. 

 

We had a period of relaxation after which the botanists joined Yiannis to talk through the plant findings of the 

day, whilst Peter walked up the road to try and discover where the Cyprus Scops Owl was singing. The latter was 

a success with two owls singing (a two-tone call) and one seen very well when it flew from a densely foliated tree 

to a bare one for 15 seconds!  

 

We regrouped at 6.45pm to finish the rest of the list before another delicious buffet dinner in the hotel. 
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Day 3 Sunday 19th March 

Pegeia Forest and the south coast of the peninsula 

The day started warm and sunny and a few joined the leaders on a pre-breakfast amble along the road to the 

village, where Serin was added to the list and a few more Blackcaps had appeared, indicating some migration. 

 

Following breakfast we headed downhill towards the south and the Pegeia Forest, an open habitat of pines and 

cypress. We had to stop when a Northern Wheatear was seen close to the road, but this stop also found the first 

Cyprus Wheatear available to the whole group - only Tony had seen the previous one - a nice start!.We then 

arrived at the parking area for our walk, taking our lunch packs with us.  

 

The walk was excellent for the flora and Yiannis showed examples of many orchids such as Anacamptis (Orchis) 

syriaca, Ophrys levantina, Ophrys sicula, Ophrys elegans and others. Typical woodland species were seen such as the 

Pinus brutia, Juniperus foetidissima and Cistus monspeliensis. The rock pools produced their own plants, typical of such 

habitats, with Sedum microcarpum, Ranunculus peltatus, Ornithogalum pedicellare, Gagea peduncularis amongst others. 

Birdlife was, as expected, low and the commonest species were the ‘cheeping’ Chiffchaffs heard all over the 

forest and Greenfinch displaying overhead. Other taxa that interested us included a Swallowtail butterfly which 

briefly flew past, Lesser Emperor dragonflies (migrants on Cyprus) patrolled every path and a huge Migratory 

Locust which flew past. 

 

We lunched and used the facilities at the picnic site before heading down to the coast, where we had a short 

tea/coffee break. The short afternoon walk was along the rough ground and beach at Agios Georgios tis Pegeias. 

This was where the birders had some success with two nice Isabelline Wheatears and a nice male Cyprus 

Wheatear which caused some discussion. Many Crested Larks displayed on the rough ground and a Lesser 

Kestrel tried to take a male Ruppell’s Warbler. Offshore many Yellow-legged and Caspian Gulls were paired on 

the island and large groups of Great Cormorants flew west, following small groups of Grey Herons. This area 

also had some important botany finds such as the endangered Aizoon hispanicum, the endemic Taraxacum aphrogenes 

and other interesting plants of such habitats like Frankenia hirsuta 

 

We started the journey back up the hill to our hotel, this time being waylaid by a female Black Francolin flying in 

front of the coach and only seen by a few. However this was later corrected when Peter heard a male calling 

from his balcony and was able to locate it with his telescope. Fortunately it remained in the area for over 25 

minutes and everyone was eventually contacted and saw the bird from the balcony. One of the birds of the week 

so far! 

 

That evening a small group went out with the leaders to try and locate the Cyprus Scops Owl again, but with 

cooler overcast conditions, it called once and then disappeared. We returned to the hotel to complete the 

checklist with a drink or two before another buffet dinner. 

Day 4 Monday 20th March 

Troodos Mountains 

The early birders added a Eurasian Sparrowhawk to the tour list this morning and one member tried to see the 

Black Francolin which was again calling across the road, but to no avail. 
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Following breakfast we left for our visit to the Troodos Mountains, stopping first in Polis to collect our lunch 

provisions from the local bakery. We then started our climb toward the mountains. We had a brief stop when 

Peter had seen a shrike that managed to avoid us, but a bonus was a Long-legged Buzzard soaring over the hills. 

We then stopped at the Peristerona Gorge near to the village of Peristerona. The group split to look for birds 

and flora. The latter explored the scree below the lookout with Yiannis and found the endemic Helianthemum 

obtusifolium. Other plants seen were some rare examples of red Anemone coronaria and the typical Mediterranean 

Oak Quercus coccifera. Meanwhile Peter remained with a few at the lookout and found a female Blue Rock Thrush 

and later a Chukar down in the valley. When the botanists returned, a further two Chukars were found to show 

to them.  

 

A planned stop was at the church museum in Peristerona, and as there had been a request for coffee, we sourced 

a small local café who supplied drinks and fresh orange, supplemented by cake and biscuits from Yiannis.  

 

After the museum we headed straight to Stavros where we ate out lunch and used the facilities, followed by a 

walk around the enclosure where the Cypriot race of Mouflon were kept for protection against extinction. Gagea 

peduncularis was still in good flower here and we saw the interesting leaves of our second species of Cyclamen, 

Cyclamen cyprium, as well as Viola alba well in flower. Magnificent examples of Platanus orientalis and Alnus orientalis 

were above us, but the highlight was the endemic oak, Quercus alnifolia, forming stands of its own amongst the 

pines. Examples of our second endemic tree Cedrus brevifolia were seen near the cafe. We tried hard for the 

endemic race of Short-toed Treecreeper but couldn't find one, even though it was heard close by, but we 

eventually all saw the endemic race of Coal Tit, the darker underparts being very obvious. 

 

Time was now passing, and conscious of the need to return to the hotel at a reasonable time, we headed 

downhill, arriving back around 5pm. There was an unsuccessful try to see the local Cyprus Scops Owl by a few 

before we all met to complete our checklist over drinks, followed by another fine hotel buffet dinner. 

Day 5 Tuesday 21st March 

Paphos Headland and Mosaics 

Not on the ‘Go Slow’ itinerary, but by special request and in agreement of the whole group, we substituted a 

walk from the hotel to visit the Pathos Headland. The early morning crew was somewhat reduced and although 

it was a fine, warm morning, there was nothing new for the tour. 

 

After breakfast we set off towards Paphos, collecting our lunches from a bakery en route. It was a warm day on 

the headland with very little wind, but we were immediately struck by the mass of colours with Crown Daisies 

and Poppies carpeting the areas between the excavations. Armed with our lunches, we had around two hours to 

self-guide around the antiquities, with Peter and Yiannis meeting members in various areas throughout the site. 

Some of the early highlights were a small party of Greater Short-toed Larks, a Tawny Pipit and a nice male Pallid 

Harrier which passed by two separate gatherings of group members who were having lunch. Floral highlights 

included. the displays of mass flowers of Chrysanthemum (Glebionis) coronaria mixed with Papaver rhoeas. Other 

plants seen were Papaver hybridum with interesting blue anthers, Convolvulus althaeoides and mass displays of Moraea 

(Gynandriris) sisyrinchium.  
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We regrouped at 1pm at a prearranged meeting point where both Hoopoe and Isabelline Wheatear were present, 

and we then had a slow walk around the northern side of the site. We stopped at some seats overlooking some 

rough fields and were rewarded with a continuous movement of warblers feeding on insects in the flowers. 

These include Common Whitethroat, Chiffchaffs of various tones, and Ruppell’s, Subalpine and Sardinian 

Warblers. At one point we did not know which way to look. 

 

Around 2pm we headed out of the site and there was a choice of activities: having a relaxing walk around the 

harbour where there were many coffee and ice cream outlets and/or a walk around the outer perimeter of the 

headland. Most did both and strolled the coastal path. There were no waders but yet another Isabelline 

Wheatear, Skylark, Black-headed Wagtail and best was an adult summer Pallas’s Gull which flew over four 

members of the group.  

 

We all met back at the coach around 4pm where Christakis was waiting to ferry us back to the hotel after a very 

pleasant and relaxing ramble on the headland. 

 

That evening nobody took up the offer to chase the Scops Owl, so we met at 6.45pm to complete our log for the 

day and enjoy yet another tasty buffet dinner. 

Day 6 Wednesday 22nd March 

Asprokremmos Dam & Mandria 

Only three made the pre-breakfast walk and we were entertained by a very loud Black Francolin, but it remained 

hidden until we made one step too far and it flew down the valley and out of sight. 

 

Following our buffet breakfast, we headed towards Paphos as we were still wanting to see some of the special 

birds of Cyprus, and the leaders suggested a visit to Agia Varvara and Asprokremmos reservoir, then a taverna 

lunch followed by the fields at Mandria beach. 

 

The day started and remained overcast with a blanket of cloud somewhat reducing visibility in the valleys, but 

after some detours for new developments, we arrived in a natural amphitheatre just outside the village of Agia 

Varvara. A Chukar greeted us in the road and shortly after alighting, Tony found a pair of nicely coloured 

Cretzschmar’s Buntings which remained for us to view with the telescope. Sylvia warblers led us a merry dance 

as all turned out to be Sardinian, and Peter spotted a Little Owl which immediately blended into the rocks, but 

eventually flew closer for all to enjoy. Floral highlights here included Petrorhagia velutina, Medicago monspeliaca and 

other species of Medicago. 

 

We left here via a comfort stop to Asprokremmos (Aspro) Dam, where Yiannis had the bus stop near some 

bushes, saying this is where Cyprus Warbler is usually found. True enough, within a few minutes we saw both 

male and female and a big sigh of relief came from the leaders. There was little evidence of migration today, 

unlike yesterday, probably due to the dull overcast conditions, however amongst the swallows and martins we 

found some large Alpine Swifts hawking for insects. Butterfly interest came in the form of a Paphos Blue sat on 

a stem, and plants included Calycotome villosa in full flower. Hiding amongst other shrubs was the beautiful blue 

Fagonia cretica. We saw more Ranunculus asiaticus and another species of Allium, Allium trifoliatum as well as many 

examples of the genera Medicago and Trifolium. 
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It was time for lunch and we had a delightful offering of Greek salad, pork kebabs and sheftalia balls, with sides 

of beans and bread, accompanied by local red and white wine. After such meals, it is difficult extracting folks 

from their chairs, but a promise of migrants managed to move them and we headed to the close-by Mandria 

beach fields where there were an assortment of Northern and Isabelline Wheatears, another Ruppell’s Warbler, 

and Yiannis found a Snake-eyed Skink and Kotschy's Gecko. The splash of colour here came from orange 

coloured Horned Poppies in flower. Other plants seen here in flower included Echium angustifolium, Medicago 

marina and Anthemis tomentosa. A local birdwatcher informed us of two other species close-by, one a Woodchat 

Shrike which we could not find, but a nice Black-eared Wheatear showed beautifully on a track before being 

disturbed by a car. 

 

It was time to head back to the hotel, and it was then that the only spots of rain for the week fell. Finishing at 

4.40pm, we agreed to meet at 6.30pm to complete our daily checklist over a drink. 

Day 7 Thursday 23rd March 

Smygies to Neo Chorio 

Day dawned warm and bright, unlike the forecast from the BBC, and the latter had caused a decision for many 

to lie in. Tony was, however, always out and met up with Peter sat on the wall outside the hotel. While talking, 

two nice Cretzschmar's Buntings landed close by and started feeding before flying off over the village. 

 

After breakfast we got on the coach for the short journey to a walk on the edge of the Akamas Peninsula 

National Park. Passing through Latchi, Peter spotted a small gull on the sea which turned out to be a nice adult 

Slender-billed Gull, new for the tour and seen well. Continuing on, we eventually arrived at Smygies picnic site 

where we donned our day packs, filled out water bottles and started our walk back to Neo Chorio. The walk was 

slow and steady with regular stops for flora and fauna. Yiannis pointed out the endemics Alyssum akamasicum, 

Centaurea veneris and Thymus integer, growing with scattered plants of Minuartia picta. 

 

Peter picked out a few birds for the birders – Serins were common here, and the clear warm weather saw 

Eurasian Sparrowhawk soaring overhead and a female Lesser Kestrel catching dragonflies which she ate on the 

wing. Large parties of Alpine Swifts flew overhead with smaller numbers of Common Swifts. A leaking pipe in a 

small cultivated field attracted a number of species including Serin, Blackcap and a nice Cretzschmar's Bunting. 

 

The highlight for the day for many were the orchids, which were on mass display. A total of 16 species were seen 

in good flower and we were able to add to the list of those previously seen Neotinea maculata, Dactylorhiza romana, 

and Ophrys lapethica. 

 

We walked down the hill into Neo Chorio where a pair of Red-rumpled Swallows were seen by the ‘back-

markers’ on a wire, and then into the tavern for an nice typical Cypriot lunch accompanied by beer, wine or 

water. 

 

After lunch, four took the opportunity to have an afternoon stroll with Yiannis on a trail which ended up at the 

hotel, while the rest opted to go straight to the hotel. Peter had offered an early evening walk to look for the 

Scops Owl before we did our final checklist and only one took this up, but it was worthwhile as we had two 

Cyprus Scops Owls in a bare tree with a third calling nearby. 



Go Slow … in Southern Cyprus Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek     March 17 7 
 

The day ended as usual with our checklist and Peter thanked Yiannis on behalf of the group for his expertise and 

guidance all week, and ran through some housekeeping regarding feedback and the next day’s flights. Tony 

showed a short picture show of the floral and faunal highlights for the week, and we ended the evening talking 

about its success over dinner. 

Day 8 Friday 24th March 

Paphos to Gatwick 

It was another fine morning with sun with no cloud or wind, and the sound of Black Francolin calling near to 

the hotel again. Some headed out for a last walk round before breakfast and a Great Spotted Cuckoo flew 

quickly past the hotel being chased by three Magpies. After breakfast, it was time to bid farewell to the hotel staff 

who had looked after us well, and the coach was packed ready to head to the airport. The weather was glorious 

and for the first time we could clearly see the snow on the mountains in Turkey, as two Common Buzzards 

soared and displayed over the valley below us. 

 

As it was a 2.40pm flight, we planned a return visit to the sewage farm for our last fill of Cyprus wildlife. We 

arrived to what looked like a quiet day; no wagtails and just the Spur-winged Plovers. However careful scanning 

revealed two Stone-curlews under some olive trees, someone had a Zitting Cisticola, a Common Buzzard soared 

up the valley, and finally four Purple Herons flew west along the coast making some nice additions to the list. 

 

At the airport we said our goodbyes to Christakis and Yiannis, the former for his patient driving and stopping 

and starting on request with no complaints. Yiannis was a first class guide and naturalist and became a good 

friend to all – what he didn't know about the flora, fauna and geology of Cyprus was not worth knowing.  

 

The flight was slightly delayed as it was overweight! However once rectified and airborne, the crew soon made 

up time and we arrived back at Gatwick on time, where we all met for the last time in the baggage hall and said 

our farewell to some new-found friends. 

 

  

Male Pallid Harrier by Peter Dunn Taraxacum aphrogenes by Yiannis Christofides  
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Species Lists 

Birds (=recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

      March 

  Common name Scientific name 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

1 Chukar Partridge Alectoris chukar       3   1 H   

2 Black Francolin Francolinus francolinus     2 H H 1 H H 

3 Western Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis 2               

4 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea     10     3     

5 Purple Heron Ardea purpurea               4 

6 Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo     110           

7 Bonelli's Eagle Aquila fasciata   2         1   

8 Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus       1         

9 Northern Goshawk Accipiter gentilis             1   

10 Western Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus 1               

11 Pallid Harrier Circus macrourus 1     2 1       

12 Long-legged Buzzard Buteo rufinus   1   2         

13 Common Buzzard Buteo buteo               3 

14 Eurasian Stone-curlew Burhinus oedicnemus               2 

15 Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus         5       

16 Spur-winged Lapwing Vanellus spinosus 8             10 

17 Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus     1         2 

18 Slender-billed Gull Chroicocephalus genei             1   

19 Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus               1 

20 Pallas's Gull Ichthyaetus ichthyaetus         1       

21 Caspian Gull Larus cachinnans       10 3 4   

22 Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus fuscus   2             

23 Rock Dove Columba livia             4   

24 Rock Dove (Feral) Columba livia 'feral'          

25 Common Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus         

26 Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto         

27 Great Spotted Cuckoo Clamator glandarius               1 

28 Cyprus Scops Owl Otus cyprius H 1 H H H H 2 H 

29 Little Owl Athene noctua           1     

30 Alpine Swift Tachymarptis melba           10 60 2 

31 Common Swift Apus apus 3    3     

32 Eurasian Hoopoe Upupa epops 2   1 1 4       

33 Lesser Kestrel Falco naumanni   1 1       1   

34 Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus 2 2 3 2 3 3 2 3 

35 Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus   1             

36 Eurasian Magpie Pica pica         

37 Western Jackdaw Coloeus monedula          

38 Hooded Crow Corvus cornix         

39 Coal Tit (Cyprus) Periparus ater cypriotes       1         

40 Great Tit Parus major         2 

41 Eurasian Skylark Alauda arvensis     2   3       

42 Crested Lark Galerida cristata   2 10   10      

43 Greater Short-toed Lark Calandrella brachydactyla         5       

44 Sand Martin Riparia riparia     5   2       

45 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica         

46 Common House Martin Delichon urbicum  1 1      

47 Red-rumped Swallow Cecropis daurica 10     1 1   2   
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      March 

  Common name Scientific name 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

48 Cetti's Warbler Cettia cetti   1   H   H 2   

49 Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita 1 2  2     

50 Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis               1 

51 Eurasian Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla     8  5 2 3 3 

52 Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca   1     1       

53 Common Whitethroat Sylvia communis   1     1       

54 Subalpine Warbler (Eastern) Sylvia cantillans albistriata         2       

55 Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala H         

56 Rüppell's Warbler Sylvia ruppeli   1 2   4 1     

57 Cyprus Warbler Sylvia melanothorax           2     

58 Common Blackbird Turdus merula     1           

59 Song Thrush Turdus philomelos     1 1 2   1   

60 European Robin Erithacus rubecula   2 1 2 1       

61 Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros   1 1 1 2   1   

62 Common Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus   1             

63 Blue Rock Thrush Monticola solitarius   1 2 1         

64 European Stonechat Saxicola rubicola 2 3 4 4 4 4 2   

65 Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe     1   4 3     

66 Isabelline Wheatear Oenanthe isabellina     2   2 4 1   

67 Black-eared Wheatear Oenanthe hispanica           1     

68 Cyprus Wheatear Oenanthe cypriaca   1 2           

69 House Sparrow Passer domesticus         

70 Spanish Sparrow Passer hispaniolensis          

71 Western Yellow Wagtail (Black-headed) Motacilla flava feldegg 40       8       

72 White Wagtail Motacilla alba 20  2   2 2   1 

73 Tawny Pipit Anthus campestris         1       

74 Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis 10   2 1 6 2     

75 Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs   1 1      

76 European Greenfinch Chloris chloris 1        

77 Common Linnet Linaria cannabina  2       

78 European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis 5        

79 European Serin Serinus serinus     2 1 1 3    

80 Corn Bunting Emberiza calandra 1 1 1 2   1   

81 Cretzschmar's Bunting Emberiza caesia           2 4   

Other Taxa Recorded 

Cyprus Mouflon (captive), Ovis gmelini ophion 

 

Roughtail Rock (Starr)Agama, Stellagama stellio 

 

Kotschy's Gecko, Mediodactylus kotschyi 

Snake-eyed Lizard, Ophisops elegans Troodos Rock Lizard, Phoenicolacerta troodica 

European Copper (Snake-eyed) Skink, Ablepharus kitaibelii  

 

Common Tree Frog, Hyla arborea 

 

Swallowtail, Papilio machaon Large White, Pieris brassicae 

Orange Tip, Anthocharis cardamines Clouded Yellow, Colias crocea 

Cleopatra, Gonepteryx cleopatra Common Blue, Polyommatus icarus 

Paphos Blue, Glaucopsyche paphos Red Admiral, Vanessa atalanta 

Painted Lady, Vanessa cardui March Moth, Alsophila aescularia 
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Pine Processionary, Thaumetopoea pityocampa  

 

Lesser Emperor, Anax Parthenope Freshwater Crab, Potamon potamon 

Migratory Locust, Locusta migratoria Carpenmter Bee sp. Xyloxopa sp. 

Plants (* indicates that a species is endemic) 

Nomenclature contained within this list follows the taxonomic amendments, based on DNA analysis, made by the Royal 

Botanic Gardens, Kew and the Missouri Botanic Garden, and following The Plant List, an internationally accepted list of 

vascular plant families, published and maintained by these two institutions. 

Scientific Name Common Name Days Seen 

     = recorded 

PTERIDOPHYTES FERNS & ALLIES   

      

Lycophytes Club-mosses & Quillworts   

      

Pteridaceae Ribbon-fern Family   

Adiantum capillus-veneris Maidenhair Fern Day 2, 

Anogramma leptophylla Jersey Fern Day 2, 

Cheilanthes (maderensis) pteridioides Scented Cheilanthes Day 7, 

Polypodium cambricum     

      

GYMNOSPERMS CONIFERS   

      

Cupressaceae Juniper Family   

Cupressus sempervirens Italian Cypress  

Juniperus Phoenicia Phoenician Juniper Day 3, 

      

Pinaceae Pine Family   

Cedrus brevifolia* Cyprus Cedar Day 4, 

Pinus brutia Turkish or Brutia Pine Day 3, 

      

ANGIOSPERMS FLOWERING PLANTS   

      

Eu-dicots True Dicotyledons   

      

Aizoaceae Ice Plant Family   

Aizoon hispanicum Spanish Iceplant Day 3, 

Mesembryanthemum nodiflorum Slender-leaf Iceplant Day 3, 

      

Amaranthaceae Goosefoot Family   

Bosea cypria   Day 2 

   

Anacardiaceae Sumach Family   

Pistacia Lentiscus Mastic Tree Day 2 

Pistacia terebinthus Turpentine Tree Day 7 

      

Apiaceae Carrot Family   

Ferula communis Giant Fennel Day 2 

Foeniculum vulgare Fennel Day 2 

Lecokia cretica - Day 4 

Scandix pecten-veneris Shepherd’s-needle Day 2 

Smyrnium olusatrum Alexanders Day 2 
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Scientific Name Common Name Days Seen 

     = recorded 

Apocynaceae Periwinkle Family   

Nerium oleander Oleander Day 2 

      

Betulaceae Birch Family   

Alnus orientalis Eastern Alder Day 3 

      

Boraginaceae Borage Family   

Anchusa aegyptiaca Eastern Anchusa Day 2 

Anchusa azurea Large Blue Alkanet Day 6 

Anchusa undulata subsp. hybrida - Day 7 

Buglossoides arvensis Corn Gromwell Day 7 

Echium angustifolium - Day 5 

Echium plantagineum Purple Viper’s-bugloss Day 3 

Lithodora hispidula (L.h. subsp. versicolor) - Day 5 

      

Brassicaceae Cabbage Family   

Alliaria petiolata Garlic Mustard   

Alyssum akamasicum* - Day 7 

Arabis purpurea* - Day 3 

Biscutella didyma Biscutella Day 3 

Cakile maritime Sea Rocket Day 6 

Capsella bursa-pastoris Shepherd's-purse Day 7 

Eruca hispanica Spanish Mustard Day 3 

Matthiola tricuspidata Three-horned Stock Day 5 

Sinapis alba White Mustard Day 2 

Turritis laxa - Day 3 

Hirschfeldie incana  Mediterranean mustard Day 3 

      

Cactaceae Cactus Family   

Opuntia ficus-indica Prickly Pear Day 7 

      

Capparaceae Caper Family   

Capparis spinosa Caper Day 6 

      

Caryophyllaceae Pink Family   

Minuartia montana - Day 5 

Paronychia argentea - Day 2 

Frankenia hirsuta    

      

Cistaceae Rock-rose Family   

Cistus creticus - Day 3 

Cistus monspeliensis Narrow-leaved Cistus Day 2 

Cistus parviflorus - Day 2 

Cistus salvifolius Sage-leaved Cistus Day 2 

Fumana Arabica Arabian Fumana Day 3 

Helianthemum obtusifolium* - Day 4 

Helianthemum salicifolium - Day 3 

      

Compositae (Asteraceae) Daisy Family   

Anthemis rigida - Day 3 

Anthemis tomentosa - Day 6 

Calendula arvensis Field Marigold Day 2 

Carduus pycnocephalus Plymouth Thistle Day 3 
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     = recorded 

Centaurea (veneris) cyprensis* - Day 7 

Centaurea aegialophila - Day 6 

Glebionis (Chrysanthemum) coronarium Crown Daisy Day 3 

Helichrysum conglobatum - Day 2 

Helichrysum italicum - Day 4 

Inula viscose - Day 6 

Phagnalon rupestre subsp. graecum - Day 2 

Senecio glaucus subsp. cyprius* - Day 5 

Senecio vulgaris Groundsel  

Sonchus oleraceus Common Sow-thistle  

Taraxacum aphrogenes* - Day 3 

Tragopogon (Geropogon) hybridus Pasture Goat's-beard Day 6 

Tragopogon sinuatus - Day 5 

Leontodon tuberosus Bulbous Dandelion Day 3 

Urospermum picroides Prickly Goldenfleece  

      

Convolvulaceae Bindweed Family   

Convolvulus althaeoides Mallow-leaved Bindweed Day 3, Day 5 

Convolvulus coelesyriacus - Day 2 

Convolvulus pentapetaloides - Day 4 

Convolvulus siculus Small Blue Bindweed Day 3 

      

Crassulaceae Stonecrop Family   

Sedum cespitosum - Day 6 

Telmissa microcarpa - Day 3 

Umbilicus rupestris Navelwort Day 4 

Crassula alata   Day 5 

      

Ericaceae Heather Family   

Arbutus andrachne Eastern Strawberry-tree Day 2 

      

Euphorbiaceae Spurge family   

Euphorbia dimorphocaulon - Day 7 

Euphorbia helioscopia Sun Spurge Day 4 

Ricinus communis Castor-oil Plant  

      

Fagaceae Beech Family   

Quercus alnifolia* Golden Oak Day 4 

Quercus coccifera (Q.c. subsp. calliprinos) Kermes Oak Day 4 

Quercus infectoria subsp. veneris Royal Oak  

      

      

Geraniaceae Geranium Family   

Erodium cicutarium Common Stork’s-bill Day 3 

Erodium gruinum Long-beaked Stork’s-bill Day 2 

Erodium malacoides Narrow-leaved stork'sbill Day 3 

Erodium moschatum - Day 7 

Geranium dissectum Cut-Leaved Crane's-bill Day 7 

Geranium lucidum  Shining Crane's-bill Day 3 

Geranium molle Doves-Foot Crane's-bill Day 7 

Geranium purpureum Little Robin Day 7 

Geranium tuberosum Tuberous Crane’s-bill Day 7 
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Lamiaceae Dead-nettle Family   

Lamium amplexicaule Henbit Deadnettle Day 7 

Lamium moschatum - Day 7 

Micromeria nervosa - Day 6 

Prasium majus Prasium Day 3 

Salvia fruticosa - Day 2 

Salvia verbenaca Wild Clary Day 3 

Teucrium divaricatum subsp. canescens* - Day 4 

Teucrium micropodioides* - Day 2 

Thymus capitatus - Day 7 

Thymus integer* - Day 7 

      

Legouminosae (Fabaceae) Pea Family   

Acacia cyanophylla Blue-leaved Wattle Day 2 

Calycotome villosa - Day 2 

Ceratonia siliqua Carob Day 2 

Cercis siliquastrum Judas Tree Day 8 

Genista (sphacelata) fasselata var. crudelis* - Day 2 

Hedysarum spinosissimum - Day 3 

Lathyrus annuus - Day 6 

Lathyrus blepharicarpos - Day 2 

Lathyrus gorgonei - Day 7 

Lotus edulis Edible Lotus Day 3 

Lotus tetragonolobus (Tetragonolobus purpureus) Asparagus Pea Day 2 

Medicago disciformis - Day 6 

Medicago marina Sea Medick Day 5 

Medicago minima - Day 6 

Medicago polymorpha Toothed Medick Day 6 

Medicago monspeliaca   

Medicago praecox   

Trifolium campestre Hop Trefoil Day 6 

Trifolium clypeatum Shield Clover Day 2 

Trifolium scabrum Rough Clover Day 6 

Trifolium spumosum - Day 6 

Trifolium stellatum Starry Clover Day 6 

Trifolium tomentosum Woolly Trefoil Day 4 

Vicia hybrida  - Day 2 

Vicia peregrine - Day 2 

Vicia villosa Fodder Vetch Day 2 

Vicia cypria   Day 7 

Linaceae Flax Family   

Linum bienne Pale Flax Day 2 

      

Malvaceae Mallow Family   

Malva multiflora (Lavatera cretica) Lesser Tree-mallow Day 5 

Malva aegyptia - Day 3 

      

Meliaceae Persian Lilac Family   

Melia azedarach Indian Bead-tree Day 5 

      

Moraceae Mulberry Family   

Ficus carica Fig Day 2 

Ficus elastic Rubber Tree Day 5 
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Morus alba White Mulberry Day 4 

      

Myrtaceae Myrtle Family   

Eucalyptus gomphocephala Black Gum Day 2 

Myrtus communis Myrtle Day 2 

      

Nyctaginaceae Bougainvillea Family   

Bougainvillea glabra Bougainvillea Day 2 

      

Oleaceae Olive Family   

Olea europaea Olive Day 2 

      

Orobanchaceae Broomrape Family   

Parentucellia latifolia Southern Bartsia Day 3 

      

Oxalidaceae Wood Sorrel Family   

Oxalis pes-caprae Bermuda Buttercup Day 2 

      

Papaveraceae Poppy Family   

Fumaria densiflora Dense-flowered Fumitory Day 3 

Glaucium flavum Yellow Horned-poppy Day 6 

Papaver hybridum Rough Poppy Day 2 

Papaver rhoeas Common Poppy Day 2 

      

Plantaginaceae Plantain Family   

Misopates orontium Weasel Snout Day 3 

Plantago lagopus   Day 6 

      

Platanaceae Plane Family   

Platanus orientalis Oriental Plane Day 4 

      

Plumbaginaceae Thrift Family   

Limonium sinuatum Winged Sea-lavender Day 3 

      

Polygonaceae Dock Family   

Emex spinosa Emex Day 5 

      

Primulaceae Primrose Family   

Anagallis arvensis subsp. foemina Blue Pimpernel Day 2 

Cyclamen cyprium* Cyprus Sowbread Day 4 

Cyclamen persicum Persian Sowbread Day 2 

Samolus valerandi Brookweed Day 7 

      

Ranunculaceae Buttercup Family   

Adonis annua Pheasant Eye Day 2 

Anemone coronaria Crown Anemone Day 2 

Ficaria verna agg. (Ranunculus ficara) Lesser Celendine Day 7 

Ranunculus asiaticus Turban Buttercup Day 2 

Ranunculus paludosus (n) Jersey Buttercup Day 3 

Ranunculus peltatus Pond Water-crowfoot Day 3 

      

Rhamnaceae Buckthorn Family   

Rhamnus lycioides subsp. oleoides - Day 4 
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     = recorded 

      

Rosaceae Rose Family   

Crataegus azarolus Azarole Day 7 

Eriobotrya japonica Loquat Day 6 

Prunus dulcis Almond Day 7 

Rubus sanctus Bramble Day 7 

Sarcopoterium spinosum Spiny Burnet Day 2 

Pyrus syriaca Syrian Pear  

      

Rubiaceae Bedstraw Family   

Rubia tenuifolia - Day 4 

Sherardia arvensis Field Madder Day 4 

      

Rutaceae Rue family   

Citrus limon Lemon Day 4 

Citrus aurantiaca Seville Orange Day 1 

Citrus paradise Grapefruit Day 4 

      

Salicaceae Willow Family   

Populus afghanica (P. nigra var. afghanica) - Day 5 

Populus alba White Poplar Day 5 

      

Scrophulariaceae Figwort Family   

Verbascum sinuatum - Day 6 

      

Solanaceae Nightshade Family   

Mandragora officinarum Spring Mandrake Day 3 

      

Styracaceae Storax Family   

Styrax officinalis Storax Day 5 

      

Urticaceae Nettle Family   

Urtica pilulifera Roman Nettle Day 7 

      

Violaceae Violet Family   

Viola alba   Day 4 

      

Zygophyllaceae Caltrop Family   

Fagonia cretica Fagonia Day 7 

      

Monocots Monocotyledons   

      

Amaryllidaceae Onion Family   

Allium neapolitanum Naples Garlic Day 2 

Allium trifoliatum - Day 6 

      

Araceae Arum Family   

Arisarum vulgare Friar's Cowl Day 2 

      

Asparagaceae Asparagus Family   

Asparagus acutifolius - Day 7 

Bellevalia nivalis - Day 2 

Bellevalia trifoliate - Day 2 



Go Slow … in Southern Cyprus  Tour Report 

 

 

16  © Naturetrek     March 17 
 

Scientific Name Common Name Days Seen 
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Drimia (Urginea) maritime Sea Squill Day 2 

Muscari neglectum Grape-hyacinth Day 3 

Ornithogalum pedicellare* - Day 3 

      

Iridaceae Iris Family   

Crocus cyprius* -  

Gladiolus italicus Field Gladiolus  

Moraea (Gynandriris) sisyrinchium Barbary Nut Day 5 

      

Liliaceae Lily Family   

Gagea graeca - Day 7 

Gagea peduncularis - Day 3 

      

N.B. The following Orchid nomenclature follows the locally accepted classification, as understood by local botanists on 
the Island. 

Orchidaceae Orchid Family   

Anacamptis syriaca A Green-winged Orchid Day 2, Day 3, Day 7 

Dactylorhiza romana Roman Orchid Day 7 

Himantoglossum (Barlia) robertiana Giant Orchid Day 2, Day 7 

Neotinea maculate Dense-flowered Orchid Day 7 

Ophrys astarte* (Inc. O. attica & O. rhodia) - Day 7 

Ophrys cinereophila - Day 7 

Ophrys elegans* - Day 3, Day 7 

Ophrys flavomarginata - Day 2, Day 7 

Ophrys israelitica - Day 7 

Ophrys kotschyi* - Day 2 

Ophrys lapethica - Day 7 

Ophrys levantina - Day 3, Day 7 

Ophrys mammosa Mammose Ophrys   

Ophrys sicula a Yellow Bee Orchid Day 3, Day 7 

Ophrys umbilicata  - Day 7 

Orchis italic Naked Man Orchid Day 2, Day 7 

Orchis sezikiana - Day 7 

Serapias Aphrodite A Tongue Orchid Day 2 

Serapias levantina A Tongue Orchid Day 2, Day 3 

      

Poaceae Grass Family   

Briza maxima Large Quaking-grass Day 2 

Phragmites australis Common Reed Day 2 

      

Xanthorrhoeaceae Asphodel Family   

Asphodelus aestivus Common Asphodel Day 2 

Asphodelus fistulosus Hollow-leaved Asphodel Day 2 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
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Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is now 

live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Cyclmen persicum by Yiannis Christofides  Two Cretzschmar’s Buntings by Peter Dunn 

Isabelline Wheatear by Peter Dunn 

http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485

